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7 PUBLIC. 


7 FE hope we may congratulate our Readers on 
the appearances which the aſpect of affairs, 
diſaſtrous as they have been, has recently taken, and 
which we conceive promiſes ; a nearer proſpect of Peace, 
than the continental occurrences of the year in its come 
mencement gave reaſon to expect. It would be ex- 
: tremely idle, however, to forego that degree of pati- 
ence, which a ſtate of incertitude demands, and moſt 
of all, when matters appear to be drawing to a pointy 
and when deliberation and deciſion ſhould be inſepara- 
ble companions, The general ate of Europe and the 
known and openly avowed diſtreſſes of the French 
prove that Peace is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to the repole 
of nations, and the general well-being of ſociety, but 
much remains to be adjuſted, before the grand object 
can be attained, and it mult afford the moſt ſolid ſatiſ- 
faction to every Engliſhman for all the inconveniences 

he has ſelt, and muſt continue to feel, from the expences 
and loſſes of the war, that his Country has been found _ 

| equal to all the difficulties of the occaſion, that ſhe has 
Var. JJ 0 large 


2 1 OI ADDRESS. 


4 


large and untouched W remaining, and can look FP 


the conteſt | in the face, with the aſſurance of being able 
to bear its continuance with infinitely leſs dread of i "OE 
effect on her finances than any one of the Powers en- 
gaged in it, as allies on either fide the queſtiory, with- 


out taking the common enemy into conſigerationgwho | 
may almoſt be ſaid to be gaſping in the laſt agony of 


political exiſtence as a great nation, F rance however 


from the natural fertility of her ſoil, her immenſe po- : 
pulation, and a variety of powerful, co-operative 
cauſes, poſſeſſes ſtronger ſprings. and ſources of re- | 
vireſcence, than perhaps any country on the face of the i 


European quarter of the globe can boaſt of. When 


the hour of Peace ſhall return to her, we heartily pray : 
that the hour of good ſenſe, of prudence, and of wiſ- 
dom may return at the ſame time, and that ſhe may | 


learn the uſeful leſſon that domeſtic tranquility and 
order, and good faith and good will to other countries 
are the beſt ſecurities for the reſtoration of her agricul- 
ture, her commerce, her manufattures, f her wealth, 
420 her importance i in the ſcale of nations. 


YR in the moment when popular licentiouſneſs 


ſeems prone to lord it over liberty, and to bury free- 
dom in the ruins of order and obedience to the laws, 
it may not be inopportune to recall to our readers re- 


collection , that the free cxercilo of the preſs, was reſ- 
| cued 


ADDRESS. ROM e 3 


2 From . ecke it had long FRO under, 
by the firm and manly efforts of an individual, (the 
50 preſent Chamberlain of London) ſcarcely thirty years 
ago. Fabitual exerciſe of authority, had at that pe- 
5 riod) miſled miniſters into confounding the conſtitu- 
tional right of the ſubject with the power of Govern- 
ment, and to ſuppoſe that the latter was able to bear 
1 down, all reſiſtance; the ſpirit of Mr. Wilkes, the 
| _ - good ſenſe and firmneſs of a Britiſh jury, and the in- 
tegrity of a judge“ whoſe memory will be revered by 
| . -every man, who loves the Conſtitution of his country, 
taught Miniſters their miſtake, and gave back to the 
people, what was their original right, the knowledge 
of the conduct of their repreſentatives though the me- | 
dium of the preſs, and the full liberty of free 
_ diſcuſſion of all publick topicks, where the manner 
was unmixed with libellous perſonality, and neither 
of a ſeditious nor treaſonable tendency. Since the Re- ber 
| volution took place in France, and prineiples ſubver- 
| « five of good order, religion, and the peace of Society 
were adopted on the other ſide of the water, and 
threatened to be forcibly introduced into every other 
Country in Europe, the Government of Great Britain 
have ſo anxiouſly endeavoured to prevent the influenoe 
of ſuch principles, that ſome of their beſt friends have 
1 they went too far, and that their remedy ex- 
ceeded 


| *. Loc Comes: 
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ceeded the degree of the danger. Be this as it «mia £ 
it is evident from recent occurrences that their appre- 
henſions did not carry them beyond the limits of neceſ- 
ſary precaution. The contagion has fpread; but to 
the credit of the people of this country, it has liad little 
effect on the more intelligent of the community; al 
has chiefly made dupes of the i ignorant, the infatuated 
and the uninformed—The members of both Houſes 
of Parliament, who have taken the lead in oppoſition, : 
: have all of them diſdained being claſſed with the con- 
verts of French principles, and been more loud in in- 

dignation, that ſuch a charge ſhould be urged againſt 
them, than in reſiſtance of any other imputation what- 
ever. The diſtinction taken by them on this point 
ſnews at once their judgment and their regard for | 
the conſtitution, They have proved that they are 
anxiouſly zealous, like Mr. Wilkes, to exert its rights 
and contend for its freedom, . under the authority of the 
Law, but that they will not for a moment counte- 
nance its abuſe, Let us hope that the coming year 
will be at once the returning year of reaſon, humanity, 
and juſtice abroad, of peace, * and ſolid 5 
happineſs at home! 
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| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1795; 
N conformity to the Proclamation, publiſhed in the London 


Gazette of Saturday, September 19, the members of the two 


Houſes of Parliament aſſembled in their reſpective chambers 


this day; and between two and three, his Majeſty came 


down in the uſual ſtate, and being ſeated on the Throne, 


Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod, 
was ſent with a meſſage to the Commons, requeſting, in his 


Majeſty's name, the immediate attendance of that Honoura- 
ble Houſe in the Houſe of Peers; the Speaker left his chair, 


and went attended by the members to the Bar of their 
Lordſhips, when his Majeſty was pleaſed to open the Seſſion 


with the following moſt gracious Speech: 


cc My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« Tt is a great ſatisfaction to Me to reflect, that, not- 


<« withſtanding many events unfavourable to the common 


ce cauſe, the proſpect refulting from the general ſituation of 
« affairs has, in many important reſpects, been materially. 


« 41 in the courſe of the preſent year. 3 
& In 9 the threatened invaſion of the French has been. 
ce prevents | 


C 


; and they have been driven back from a 
c conſiderable part of the line of coaſt which they had 


« occupied: There is alſo reaſon to hope that the recent 


cc operations of the . ton army have checked the pro- 


« greſs which they had made on the ſide of Germany, and 
ce fruſtrated the offenſive prejects which they were purſuing 
« in that quarter. 15 | 7 


ce ations in other parts of the campaign, and the advantages 


2 


— 


The ſucceſſes which have attended their military oper- 


| © which they have derived from the concluſion of ſeparate 
i - Eo Or ; 66 
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the war, are far from compenſating the evils which they 
experience from its continuance. The deſtruction of their 


commerce, the diminution of their maritime power, 
and the unparalleled embarraſſinent and diſtreſs of their 


internal ſituation, have produced the impreſſion which 


was naturally to be expected; and a general ſenſe appears 


to prevail throughout France, that the only relief from 


the increaſing preſſure of theſe difficulties muſt ariſe from 
the reſtoration of peace, and the eſtabliſhment of ſome 
ſettled Syſtem of Government. 
« The diſtraction and anarchy. which Rave & long pre- f 
vailed in that country, have led to a criſis, of which it is as 
yet impoſſible to foreſee the iſſue; but which muſt, in all 
human probability, produce conſequences highly impor- 

tant to the intereſts of Europe. Should this crifis termi- 

nate in any order of things compatible with the tranquility 

of other countries, and affording a reaſonable expectation 
of ſecurity and permanence ia pay treaty which might 
be concluded, the appearance of a diſpoſition to negociate 
for general peace on juſt and ſuitable terms will not fail to 
be met, on My part, with an earneſt defire to give'it the 


fulleſt and ſpeedieſt effect. But I am perſuaded you will 


agree with Me, that nothing is ſo likely to enſure and 
accelerate this deſireable end, as to ſhew that We are 
prepared for either alternative, and are determined to pro- 
ſecute the war with the utmoſt energy and yigour, until 
We have the means of concluding, in con zastion hr 

Our Allies, ſuch a peace as the juſtice of Our-cauſe and 
the ſituation of the enemy may entitle Us to expect. 


dc With this view I am continuing to make the greateſt 


U 
* 


A Aa 
A A 


cc 


cc 


exertions for maintaining and improving Our naval ſu- 
periority, and for carrying on active and vigorous opera- 
tions in the Weſt Indies, in order to ſecure and extend 
the advantages which we have gained in that quarter, and 


which are ſo nearly connected with Our commercial re- 


ſources and maritime ſtrength. 
& [ rely with full confidence on the continuance of your 
firm and zealous ſupport, on the uniform bravery of My 

fleets and armies, and on the fortitude, perſeverance, and 5 


publick ſpirit of all ranks of My people. 


« The acts of hoſtility committed by the United Pros. | 
vinces, under the influence. and control of France, have 
obliged Me to treat them as in a ſtate of war with this 


60 country. 


. « The 
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cc The fleet which I have employed in the North Seas 
cc has received the moſt cordial and active aſſiſtance from the 
cc nayal force furniſhed by the Empreſs of Ruffia, and has 
been enabled effeCtually to check the operations of the 
* f e pn  NONTTRY 
I have concluded engagements of defenſive alliance 
dc with the two Imperial CS; and the ratifications of 
the Treaty of Commerce with the United States of 
„America, which I announced to you Jaſt year, have now 
cc been exchanged. I have directed copies of theſe treaties 

cc to be laid before you. | ee 5 

& Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, . 
<« Tt is matter of deep concern to Me, that the exi- 
e gencies of the publick ſervice will require further additions 
. to the heavy burthens which have been unavoidably im- 

* poſed on My people. I truſt that their preſſure will, in 
« ſome degree, be alleviated by the flouriſhing ſtate of Our 
cc commerce and manufactures, and that Our expences, 

„ e though neceſſarily great in their amount, will, under the 
& “actual circumſtances of the war, admit of conſiderable 
e diminution in compariſon with thoſe of the preſent year. 
„ Lords and Gentlemen, © 93 0 
« have obſerved for ſome time paſt with the greateſt 
< anxiety the very high price of grain, and that anxiety is 

“ increafed by the apprehenſion that the produce of the 
wheat harveſt in the preſent year may not have been ſuch 
« as effectually to relieve My people from the difficulties 
„ with which they have had to contend. The ſpirit of order 

and ſubmiſſion to the laws which, with very few exczp- 
tions, has manifeſted itſelt under this ſevere preſſure, will, 

I am ſure, be felt by you as an additional incentive to 
* apply yourſelves with the utmoſt diligence to the con- 
< ſideration of ſuch meaſures as may tend to alleviate the 

_ © preſent diſtreſs, and. to prevent, as far as poſſible, the re- 
< newal of ſimilar embarraſſments in future. Nothing has 

e been omitted on My part that appeared likely to contribute 
to this end; and you may be aſſured of My hearty con- 

_  currence in whatever regulations the wiſdom of Parlia- 
«© ment may adopt, on a ſubject ſo peculiarly intereſting tb 
My people, whoſe welfare will ever be the object neareſt 
«My hear on ES Es | | 


By As ſoon as his Majeſty retired, the Marquis of Waterford - 
zn Ireland, was ſworn and took his ſeat by the ſtyle and title 
of Baron Tyrone, and the Earl of Hopetoun being duly ſworn 


. ˙²˙ Ä 
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took his ſeat as one of the ſixteen Peers of Scotland, in the 


room of the late Lord Sommervill. © © — 
This ceremony over, no buſineſs was proceeded upon till 


5 Half after five, there evidently appearing from the repeated 


conſultation of his Majeſty's miniſters, that ſome very par- 
ticular circumftance had occurred to occaſion ſo extraordinary 


à delay. At length Lord Grenville, one of his Majeſty's 
principal Secretaries of State, roſe in his place and ſaid, 


. My Lords, before we begin——— _ . = 
When a hint being given to his Lordſhip from the table, 


ſtrangers were deſired to withdraw, and the bar was cleared. 


Their Lordſhips then reſolved themſelves into a Com- 
mittee of Privileges, when Lord Grenville informed their 
Lordſhips that the matter he had to ſubmit to them 
previous to their proceeding to the conſideration of his 
Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, was ſuch 
as he had no doubt would be thought to require their im- 
mediate attention, ſince it equally concerned the perſonal 
ſafety of the King, and the dignity and privileges of Parlia- 
ment. Being informed that his Maiedty's Speech from the 
Throne mutt be firſt diſpoſed of, Lord Grenville moved, that 
it be taken into conſideration the next day. His Lordſhip 
then briefly tated, that his Majeſty had been groſsly - infulted 
in his way to the Houſe, his ſtate coach damaged, and an 
aſſault attempted on his Royal Perſon... An outrage, ſo in- 


decent and unparalleled, demanded that their Lordſhips 


ſhould take ſuch neceſſary ſteps as to their wiſdom ſhould 
appear moſt fit, in order to manifeſt their zeal and attach- 
ment to his Majeſty, their alarm for his danger and abhor- 
Tence for the authors of it, and their determination to adopt 

the moſt effectual means of bringing thoſe treaſonable perſons 


to condign puniſhment, who forgetting the reſpect and re- 


verence due to their Sovereign, had dared to violate the 


Privilege of Parliament, to ditregard its dignity, inſult its 
honour, and to ſet the laws of their country at defiance. 


The Earl of Ii eſimoreland, (Maſter of the Horſe, who from 
his office was neceſſarily attendant on his Majeſty in his way 
to and from the Houſe), ſtated to the Houſe the particulars of 
the inſult and outrage *, as far as they nad fallen within his 


% mae Tord 


* The particulars of this indecent and ſcandalous outrage are thus ſtated in 


the publications of the day. | | | 


His Majeſty accompanied by the Earl of Weſtmoreland and Lord Onſlow, 


{the one Maſter of the Horſe, the other a Lord of the Bed-ch:mber) with his 


uſual attendants, went in ſtate to the Houſe of Peers, eſcorted by two * o | 
2 Dre , | | 24 gor le 
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Lord Onfiow, .(a Lord of the Bed-chamber) confirmed the 
report oh by 10 Earl of Weſtmoreland. a GE, f | 
The Journals having been previouſly conſulted by his 
Majeſty's miniſters, in order to find a precgdent, which 
might by a ſort of analogy, ſuggeſt a proper mode of pro- 
ceeding in a caſe ſo new and unexpected, the following Ad- 
| dreſs was propoſed, to be followed by a conference with the 
other Houle to defire them to concur in the ſaid Addreſs, 
The Humble ADbnRkss ® of the Right Honourable the Lox Ds 
© Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in Parliament 
aſſembled. e | bene FOR AE Or 
e Die Veneris, 30 Octobris 1795 · 
c Maſt Gracious Sovereign, = | OWE 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Par- 
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horſe-guards and a file of muſqueteers. The concourſe of people who attended 
on this occahon was aitoniſhingly great. As the proceſſion proceeded from 
St, James's, moſt of the multitude expreſſed their loyalty and attachment to his 
Majeſty ; but many loudly vociferated , “ No War, No Mar] give us Peace 
and Bread ! © Ek | „ | 
On arriving at the Horſe-guards, the gates were turned on the populace, and 
many hundreds were ſhut into the Park; but this precaution did not prevent 
outrage ;- for, in Parliament-ſtreet, the mob inſulted his Majeſty with the moſt 
indecorous and unbecoming languege, and nearly oppoſite the Ordnance Office, 
in Palace-yard, a round ſtone or bullet was ſhot into the coach, ſuppoted from 
an air-gun, by ſome villain, which broke one of the panes of glaſs, but happily 
a _ damage, though the Earl of Weſtmoreland narrowiy eſcaped being * 
ſtruck by it. | 85 | 5 a 
On his Majeſty's return, he experienced the ſame criminal and reprehenſible 
treatment; and the mob becoming very riotous, the Earl of Harrington gave 
orders for the troops to patrole the Park, during which time the King ſet off in 
his family coach to Buckingham-houſe, when the rabble, about half way down 
the Mall, endeavoured to force open the door of the carriage; the King, ſeeihg 
the danger he was in, called to the footmen, who beckoned to the guards; the 
| horſe immediately galloped down the Park, reſcued his Majeſty com the mob, 
and eſcorted him to Buckingham-houſe, where they continued to vent their 
abuſe till diſperſed by the military. 1 5 
His Majeſty, amidſt the furious ſtorm, ſupported himſelf on the alarming oc- 
cafion with a manly fortitude, which could have proceeded only from 2 mind fo 
pure and virtuous, © 125 ; 
The mob finding their purpoſes fruſtrated, wreaked their revenge on the 
ſtate coach, by breaking the windows, and demoliſhing the figures on the top of 
that elegant vehicle. The damage which they did to it is eſtimated at twa, 
hundred pounds. l 75 | | 4 
* Which was preſented to his Majeſty at St. James's on Saturday, when his 
Majeſty was pleated to return the following moſt gracious Anſwer. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 hg 2 | 
receive with great pleaſure this additional proof of your uniform zeal _ 
. © and leyalty. I have too much reaſon to be affored of the affectlonate and 
6 ſteady attachment of My. people at large, to have felt any other ſentiment upon 
e this oecaſion than that of concern at ſo high a violation of the ws. I fhall 
* not fail to give ſuch directions as may beit tend to bring to juſtice and puniſh- 
„ ment the perſons concerned in an offence fo dangerous to the public tran- 
& quillity, and ſo ipjurious to our excellent Conſtitution,” | | 


4 3 


cleared. 
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cc Iiament aſſembled, beg leave to approach your Majeſty, = 


<« humbly to expreſs to your Aces our indignation an 


cc abhorrence at the daring outrages offered to your Majeſty's 


c paſſage to and from your Parliament. We cannot re fleck 
« without the utmoſt concern, that there ſhould be found 


< within your Majeſty's dominions any perſons fo inſenſible 


& of the happineſs which all your Majeſty's ſubjects derive 


<©« from Majeſty's juſt and mild Government, and of the * 


ce yirtues which ſo eminently diſtinguiſh your Majeſty's cha- 


“ racter, as to be capable of theſe flagitious acts. And we 


ce beg leave humbly to lay before your Majeſty the earneſt 
< withes of your faithful Lords and Commons, in which we 
cc are confident we ſhall be joined by all deſcriptions of your 
« Majeſty's ſubjects, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
« direct the molt effectual meaſures to be taken, without 


_ © delay, to diſcover the authors and abettors of crimes fo 
< atrocious,” 1 3 . 


A light converſation took place on this propoſition, off 
which the following is ſaid * to be the purport. Ge en, 
The Marquis of Lanſdown, Earl Moira, the Duke of Bed- 
ford, and Lord Lauderdale, bore a part in this diſcuſſion. _ 
The Marquis of Lanſdown animadverted with ſeverity and 
acrimony upon the conduct of miniſters, whom he diſcredited 
and reprobated upon this occaſion. He believed, on his part, 
that it was no more than the counter- part of their own plot; 
the alarm- bell, to terriſy the people into weak compliances. 
He thought it was a ſcheme planned and executed by miniſters 


themſelves, for the purpoſe of continuing their power, 


a power which drew the Conſtitution into their own hands, 


and which he would not conſider as ſafely lodged while in 


F:: | | 
In the courſe of the converſation ſeveral points were urged, 
which from raiſapprehenſion by one Lord or other, rendered 
explanation 5 and it was accordingly given, as oc- _ 
caſion required by Lord Grenville and others. . 
Four witneſſes of the tranſaction that had paſſed in the 
courſe of the outrage, viz. Mr. Walford, of Pallmall; Mr. 
Stockdale, Bookſeller, Piccadilly; one of his Majeſty's foot- 
men; and Kennedy, belonging to the Office in Bow-ſtreet, 
were ſeverally examined at the Bar of the Houſe. | 
The examination being cloſed, a meſſage was ſent to the 
Commons requeſting an immediate conference. After ſome 
little delay, the Commons ſent meſſengers to their Lordſhips, 


* Strangers were exciude] the whole of the day, | after the Bar had been 5 


to 


: * | 
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to inform them, that previous to their being able to return 2 
ſatisfactory anſwer to their Lordſhips, it was neceſſary that 
their Lordſhips ſhould ſtate the ſubject, on which they deſired 
a conference. This reply occaſoned ſome diſcuſſion, which 


ended in its being reſolved, that a ſecond meſſage be ſent, 


ſtating, „That the Lords defired a preſent conference with 


the Commons, on a ſubje& which involved the ſafety of his 


_ Majeſty's ſacred perſon, and the dignity and honour of Parlia- 
ment.“ . 56 

To this Meſſage the Commons agreed, and managers being 
appointed on their part the conference took place in the 
Painted Chamber. The Earl of Mansfield (Lord Preſident) 
Chief Manager for the Lords, ſtated the nature of the evi- 
_ dence they had received, and the amount of the proof. 

The conference over, the Commons returned to their 
Houſe, and the Lords to their Chamber of Parliament, where 
they ſoon put an end to their fitting of 
a a motion of adjournment, 77 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
55 Tnuxspav, Odlober 20. 


Fo When the Commons returned from the Houſe of Lords 
after having read the bill for the prevention of clandeſtine 


outlawries a firſt time, pro forma, the Speaker informed the 
Houle that his Majeſty had delivered a moſt gracious Speech 


from the Throne, a copy of which he had procured, and 


would read to the Houſe. After the new members had taken 
their ſeats, his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech was read from 


the Chair, when | 1 | 
The Earl of Dalkeith (fon to the Duke of Buccleugh) roſe, 
and after apologizing for his own inadequacy to ſtep forward 
on ſo important an occaſion, ſaid, with the indulgence of the 


Houſe he would ſtate his reafons for moving an Addreſs in 


_ anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, an Addreſs which he thought the ſituation -of the 
country, the circumſtances of the war, and the paternal af- 


teũction of his Majeſty for his people expreſſed in his Speech 


all demanded. Notwithſtanding the ſucceſs with which it 
had been attended, and the acquiſitions that had been gained, 


he could not but conſider his Majeſty well Warranted in 
feeling the ſatisfaction he expreſſed at the improved aſpect of 


affairs. In order to ſhew that he did not hazard this opinion 
_ lightly, he defired the Houſe calmly and confiderately to 
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weigh the occurrences of the war, to view the loſſes the 
Allies had ſuffered in the courſe of the War, which 
had induced them to abandon the confederacy, and to 
conclude a peace with the French Republic. On the 
Continent the French had certainly gained  confiderable 


advantages, but they were pretty equally balanced by their 


lofſes in other quarters. In the Eaſt Indies our ſuc- 
ſucceſſes had been uniform, uninterrupted, and highly im- 


portant. In the Weſt Indies indeed our proſperity had neither 
deen ſo encouraging nor ſo conſpicuous, though upon the 

whole he confidered affairs in that quarter as abundantly fa- 

vourable, and the profpe& promiſing. The commanders, 


by whom the expeditions had been conducted, he held in the 


- higheſt reſpect, and their merit had juſtly received the appro- 


bation of that Houſe. It was natural to expect, from the 
unparalleled extent of our commerce, that it would be ex- 
poſed to occaſional loſſes. Yet, compared with the trade we. 


had to protect, the loſs was trivial. The commerce of the 


enemy was utterly annihilated, and, while they might be oc- 


caſionally ſucceſsful in their depredations upon ours, it was 
impoſſible that ſuch loſſes could be compenſated by repriſals, 


when the enemy had no trade left for us to annoy. The pre- 


ſent powerful armament deſtined to the Weſt Indies, and the 
high reputation and talents of the leaders, to whom the en- 


terpriſe was confided, afforded reaſon to expect the moſt bril- 
Hiant and important advantages. | V 
His Lordſhip next adverted to the peculiar nature of the 
War. It was a conteft in which every thing was to be ef- 
fected by exertion. Nothing was to be hoped in the view of 
2 peace, from the influence of reaſon, policy, or humanity, 
upon the conduct of the enemy, who looked only to the 


events of war, and were governed altogether by the turn of 


victory and the caſualty of ſucceſs. It was neceſſary, he 
faid, to impreſs them with a conviction of their inability to 
accompliſh the criminal projects they had formed, and he was 
confident” that a >| the peace would be more mortifying 


from the moſt diſaſterous war. The new conſtitution of 
France was obviouſly aimed at the attainment of particular 
purpoſes. It was not calculated to ſecure the intereſts and the” 
tranquillity of foreign powers. The preſent moment, there- 


fore, was moſt improper for negotiation, He was not ſure 


that the new plan of Government met the approbation of the 
French people. The decree for the re- election of two-thirds 
Wwas'gencrally known to be extremely obnoxious, and as - 
TS. | ee e 


men, than all the evils they could ſuffer 
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had been neceſſary to employ the army devoted to the Conn 
vention, to enforce its execution, the whole appeared to him 
no other than a military government. „ 20S 
It was even ſtill doubtful to which party the victory would 
fall. The diſtraction and anarchy in which France had been 
_ Involved, was ſtill the ſame. © The man who fince the over- 
throw of Roberſpierre had been thought to regulate their 
affairs, had been denounced, and the iſſue was yet uncertain : 
in ſhort, nothing ſeemed to indicate a return of a ſtable and 
permanent government. He concluded with moving an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty. 3 Eg AY MT IN ly” 
The Honourable Mr. Stewart, who roſe to ſecond the 
 Addrefs, began with declaring that he would not ' treſpaſs 
upon that indulgence with which young ſpeakers were com- 
monly favoured, After ſeveral handſome compliments to 
Lord Dalkeith on the able manner in which he had moved 
the Addreſs, he firſt took a view of the leading features of 
the war, and the original grounds of juſtice and neceſſity upon 
which it had been undertaken. Much of his argument was 
aimed at illuſtrating the idea firſt expreſſed in his Majeſty's. 
Speech, viz. that ſince the laſt year the ſituation of public 
affairs was improved. In examining the ſtate of France it 
was clear, Mr. Stewart ſaid, that her finances and her 
enecgy were nearly exhauſted. She had derived the fextra- _ 
ordinary vigour which ſhe had diſplayed from the operation 
of the ſyſtem of terror. Her expences were enormous, and 
could not long be ſupported. The means of raifing ſupplies 
were to the diſburſements exactly in the ratio of ſeventy to 
one. Were it neceſſary for them to raiſe twenty millions 
for the expence of the current year, a moderate ſuppoſition, 
conſidering the extent of their eſtabliſhment, the ſum muſt 
be twenty multiplied by ſeventy. This was proved by their 
on ſpeeches, their own reports made from their committees 
to the Convention, and conſequently from authority. So 
- 8 was the diſcredit of their paper currency, that the 
onvention had decreed the recal of the affignats, while 
from their total want of all commerce and manufactures it 
was impoſſible that ſpecie could be procured. The ſyſtem by 
which Roberſpierre, they well knew, attained power, and by - 
which he governed, was founded upon cruelty and terror. 
The preſent meaſures he confidered as guided pretty nearly. 
by the ſame principles, and poſſeſſing much of the ſame cha- 
racter. The ſeverities which had prevailed under the former 
| were exertiſed under the preſent rulers, upon thoſe who had 
firſt ſupported and afterwards aſſiſted to overthrow it. He 
| Vol. I, | PER S 4, J | 27 adduced 
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1x5 WooODFAbL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons. 
adduced the inſtance of Barrere and his. affociates, and the 
practice of condemning men by military, inſtead of revo- 
lutionary tribunals ; both of which were equally repugnant 
to a government that affected to ground itſelf on the prin- 
ciples of freedom, equality, and juſtice. He confeſſed that 
the laſt campaign had not been diſtinguiſhed by brilliant 
ſucces, Our exertions, however, had been uſefully employed. 
The war had forced the enemy to adopt unjuſtifiable means 
for the ſupport of an unjuſtifiable ſyſtem. Yet this ſyſtem 
neceffarily tended to exhauſt itſelf, and to weaken them by 
the victories it enabled them to obtain, Their incapacity to 
injure was gur beſt guarantee, and to this point by our ex- 
ertions we had reduced, and were {till contributing to reduce 


then | 


Diſtreſſing, as it was, to ſee the neceſſity of additional bur- 
thens, it was Mr. Stewart ſaid, a conſolation to perceive our 


_ reſources unimpaited. No where were the people. deprived 


of the comforts of life by the effects of the War—no where 


were they vexed or oppreſſed. Monied men were readily 


found to lend upon favourable terms, the ſums neceſſary for 
the expences of government; the next budget would, he 
hoped, ſhew that there were ftill many good ſubjects of 


taxation, while thoſe of laſt year could not be called burthen- 


ſome to the people, and it afforded a pleaſing and a conſolatory 


reflection, that the taxes we already felt, and the national 


debt, great as it was, were in a ſtate of liquidation, 
This favourable view of our ſituation he believed the op- 
polite {ide of the Houſe, diſpoſed as they were to dwell. upon 
our diſaſters, would not venture to contradict. The defec- 
tion of ſome of our Allies from the general cauſe he lament- 


ed, but if we regarded their conduct as treacherous and diſ- 


graceful, it would ill become us to ſelect it for a model of 
imitation. There was, however, ſome argument to be 
urged in their juſtification. They had made peace not 


merely compelled to it by diſaſters, but when the principles 


of the French Government were changed, when her ſyſtem 


of conqueſt, and of intermeddling in the affairs of foreign 


ſtates was abandoned. Cloſe to the frontier of the enemy 
on one ſide, and having a ſuſpicious friend on the other, their 
exiſtence, which is paramount to all treaties, was endangered. 
Such was the ſituation of the Hanoverian dominions, and he 


| hoped that no ſerious argument would be raiſed by the oppo-— 


ſite ſide of the Houſe, on the conduct of the EleQor of 
Hanover. Such a theme might be a proper ſubje& for a 
- ſchool-boy's exerciſe, or for a declamation at Copenhagen- 
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houſe, but it was unworthy. a real ſtateſman, The different 
ſituation of Hanover and of this country, pointed out the 
different politics we had to purſue. Fortune, and not the 
arms of France, Mr., Stewart ſaid, had conquered Holland. 
The ſlowneſs with which the new principles operated, was a 
proof of the diflike in which they were held by many, and 
of e ed gent would probably maintain of that 
country. To our navy much attention had obviouſly been 
paid, and to the diverſion made upon the Continent, the 
power of our employing it to the beſt advantage was chiefly 
aſeribeable. Never in fact had the arms of Britain been 
more fortunate by ſea. In every important ſtation— the 
Mediterrane in, the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, we were maſters. 4 
I be preſent armament to the latter would in all probability 
ſecure us ſo large a ſhare in the Colonies as would com- 
penſate in a great meaſure for the enormous acquiſition of 
territory by the French armies. He approved of the princi- 
ple of the war, and ſaid he repoſed the moſt unlimited con- 
 fidence in the Right Honourable Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, that he would embrace the earlieſt opportunity f 
making peace. Had the Right Honourable Gentleman, he 
- faid, pledged himſelf to negociate with any particular form of 
Government in France, when preſſed by the oppoſite fide of 
the Houſe, he ſhould have coblilered him as unworthy of his 
confidence. He proteſted, that he believed him, however, to 
be actuated by no intereſted motives, and he truſted that he 
would be guided by no precipitate views“ Anxiety and 
eagerneſs for peace would not, he hoped, allow our efforts to 
be broken, and he declared, he confidently expected that the 
period would arrive, when we might look back to the ex- 
ertions we had made, as having been employed not leſs in 
preſerving the ſafety of our country, than in contributing 
to the general ſecurity of Europe. _ + En” 
Mr. Sheridan after waiting a ſecond or two, and obſervin; 
that no member was diſpoſed to riſe, ſaid, he was not ſur- 
priſed at the dumb aſtoniſhment with which the Speech was 
received, if the contents were anticipated by the firſt ſub- 
ſtantive that occurred in it. He was indeed ſurpriſed to find 
that the fifth word of the ſpeech was the word /atis/a#10n. 
As the ſpeech, not of the King, but of the miniſter, he 
would exerciſe his conſtitutional right as a Member of Par- 
Lament and examine it freely. To be ſatisfied with every 
thing had been eſteemed a mark of piety. and chriftian re- 
ſignation. In this view the preſent miniſters were the moſt 
Plous men in the world, They were /atisfied_ with the im- 
2 * 0 e . Sper X.4 1 * e A © provement 
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12 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 
provement of our ſituation ſince laſt year, It was ſtated that 
2 check had been received in Italy, but it was not re- 
membered, that, at the period alluded to the Republicans had 
not penetrated into Italy, It was likewiſe ſaid, and though 
he fincerely hoped it was true, he took it for granted, upon 
no other authority than that of a French newſpaper, that the 
army upon the Rhine had been forced to retire. The army 
of the Rhine, however, had not laſt year croſſed the Rhine, 
and now they were only prevented from advancing to the 
Danube, and obliged to limit their progreſs to the German 
_ fide of the Rhine. We were now at war with Holland, 
ſince laſt year, which might likewiſe be thought by his 
Majeſty's miniſters to contribute to the improvement of our 
ſituation. The King of Pruffia, after having cheated this 
nation, had Mr. Sheridan ſaid, been vindicated by the Noble 
Lord, on the plea, that he was juſtified by the neceſſity of 
his circumſtances. Spain too, had now forfaken the con- 
| | federacy, and produced an improvement in our ſituation, and 
| _encreaſed the ſatisfaction of the miniſter. In the Weſt. 
ö | Indies we had at one time three iflands, which were now 
| : | reduced to two. From the ſcarcity with. which we were 
| _ threatened formerly, there was now an acknowledged famine. 
F | He was aſtoniſhed how ſuch words could be inſerted in the 


| ſpeech, and pronounced by his Majeſty with a ſmile of con- 
| icious triumph, at the very moment when he was carried 
| through the midſt of his ſtarving, dejected, and even wy 
Þ | (faid Mr. Sheridan) am I to hear it, beſet with his irritated, 
| _ clamourous ſubjects. The proſpect of peace, he ſaid, was 
+ now more diſtant than ever. In the ſpeech of the ſeſſion 
| before laſt, it was ſaid, © that a continuation of our efforts, 
S | was neceſſary to bring the object of the war to a ſuc- 
| 1 | „ ceſsful termination,” and at the concluſion of laſt ſeſſion 
| | hopes were raiſed of ſuch a ſtate of order and regular go- 
4 vernment as might be capable of ſupporting the intentions of 
| amity and peace.” Now it is ſaid, that TPO will pro- 
duce events of which it is impoſſible to foreſee the conſe- 
quences, like the predictions of the Almanack-maker, who 
announces events of which all Europe will be the witneſs. 


I 1 Jealouſies, Mr, Sheridan obſerved, were commonly enter- 
14 tained of the introduction of Hanoverian troops into this 
14 country, but he declared, that he ſhould have no objection to 
1 import the whole Hanoverian Council, and inſtal them in the 


| | offices of his Majeſty's preſent miniſters. They might ad- 
1 viſe him to adopt meaſures which no arguments or events can 
; | recommend to thoſe who now regulate his councils. That 
| tes 8 7 virtuous 


Oer. 29.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 13 
virtuous lady, the Empreſs of Ruſſia, it is likewiſe ſaid, has 
ſent her fleet to the North Seas, but it is to eat Engliſh meat 
and to learn the Engliſh diſcipline, not to afford a cordial co- 
Operation in any profeſſed object of the war. It had been 
| ſaid that general diſcontent would produce ſome change in the 


ſituation of the affairs of France. If ſufferings and calamity 
contributed to produce any practical improvement in the con- 


ſtitution of-a country, he wiſhed the principle to be applied to 


ourſelves. And if a ſtate of miſery, and famine, and dif- 
content were the guides to a better order of things, the peo- 
ple of England were in the high road of its attainment. 
The armament of the Welt Indies appeared to him to infer 
the utmoſt criminality in the conduct of miniſters. He faid 
that the fleet ought to have ſailed fix werks ago, inftead of 
which he was certain, that it could not ſet ſail for at leaſt a 
_ fortnight, perhaps for three weeks longer. It had beenremarked 
by an Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Stewart), that the mi- 
niſters acted upon no principles, and for this reaſon they 
merited his confidence. It -muſt be confeſſed indeed, Mr. 
Sheridan faid, that they diſcovered no fixed principles in the 
conduct of their plans, or in the choice of the objects of their 
exertions. An Honourable Secretary of State, he meant of the 
War, not of the Sinecure Department, had boaſted that the 
expedition to the Weſt Indies was a favourite. This Ho- 
nourable Gentleman was no knight-errant, he was one of 
thoſe who wiſhed to obtain ſome valuable acquiſition, and 
had no objection to lay hold of an iſland to ſwell the num- 
ber of our colonies, A young man (Mr. Jenkinſon), more ſan- 
guine in the cauſe of the emigrants and of monarchy, pro- 
poſed to march inſtantly to Paris. He wiſhed to ſtrike at the 
heart of the Republic, while the Allies only ſtruck at the ex- 
tremity. He would have faſtened on the core, they only 
nibbled at the rind. Inſtead of aſſailing the capital, they only 
braved the dangers of Normontier and Poitou. Theſe diſ- 
aſtrous expeditions where the wretched emigrants were left to 
the vengeance of their incenſed countrymen, however, ſeemed 
to awaken no ſentiments of Engliſh pride or reſentment. It 
was not indeed, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, Britiſh blood which 
flowed, but it was Britiſh honour which bled at every pore, 
and the murtherous enterpriſes muſt one day © fit heavy on 
_ the ſouls? of the authors of them, _ . 5 
We were, however, determined to ſave the iſlands, and 
a deſperate effort was to be made; for his part, he had not 
the heart to ſurvey the gloom in which affairs are involved, 
In Martinique there was only one regiment of effective ar 
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while the nominal force was ſix regiments. He entertained 


great doubts of the policy of enlarging too much our Weſt 
Fadia poſſeſſions, which could only ſerve to drain what we 


could leaſt ſpare - men. 15,000 troops had been landed in 


St. Domingo, from whence 1,500 were ſent to Grenada, of 


which, in four months, 14 officers and 400 men were loſt, 
They were ſtuffed into hoſpitals in the moſt deplorable fitu- 


ation, and by the moſt unaccountable negligence in one : 
department or other, were deprived of the aid both of medi- 


cines and ſurgeons. From the moſt culpable inattention to 
the providing of neceſſary tranſports, go inſtead of 40, Mr. 


Sheridan ſaid, were put on board each ſhip, without the 


poſſibility of accomodation, and the death of the many who 


periſhed in this ſhocking manner ought juſtly to be imputed 


to tie conduct of Adminiſtration. | | 
It was in vain to connect the poſſibility of negotiation with 
any new occurences, and to make it dependent on ſo many 
events. Unleſs for the purpoſe of protecting our trade, he 
could not vote a ſhilling of the money of the people for the 
proſecution of the war. This pretence, he ſaid, was of 
more conſequence than the whole of the Speech, as it ſhewed 


that the object of this conteſt was to reſtore the unqualified 


deſpotiſm of France. He conſidered the miniſters, who in 
the days of Charles II, when that weak monarch was the 


penſioner of France, not more guilty of treaſon than the 


miniſter who ſhould expend the treaſure of this country in 
replacing upon the throne of France the family of Bourbon, 


the natural enemies of Britain. We, on our fide of the 


Houſe, continued Mr. Sheridan, have told you before, to do 
as the King of Pruſſia had done; find out what government 
the French armies obey, under whoſe command and con- 


troul they beat the world, and negociate with them: we 
have told you to do as Spain had dune, we now tell you 
to do as the Elector of Hanover has done, HEL 


Mr. Sheridan adverted to the Declaration of Louis XVIII. 
He had ſuſpicions in his own mind, that it was in the 
heart of miniſters to act up to the ſpirit of this Declaration, and 


to eſtabliſh, if poſſible, the old unqualified ſyſtem of deſpotiſm 


in France. Againſt ſuch an object he muſt make his ſtand, as far 
as it might go. To the ſupport or increaſe of the naval force 
for the defence of Great Britain and her commerce, he would 
willingly give his hearty ſupport, but to eftabliſh the purpoſe 
of Louis XVIII. he would not give a ſhilling of his conſti- 
tuents' money, if it were true as it was ſuſpected, that the heads 


of 
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of that Proclamation were penned in this country, with the 
concurrence and under the direction of miniſters; and that 
in conjunction with Louis XVIII. they wiſhed to adviſe his 

M. ajeſty to exhauſt the treaſures, and ſpill the blood of the 
country to reſtore the ancient tyranny. of the French mo- 
narchy, they deſerved to loſe their heads. This he had be- 


fore roundly aſſerted, and he would now repeat it; in his 


mind, the miniſter - who adviſed Charles the Second to enter 
into the pay of France, was not a greater traitor to his coun- 
try than our preſent miniſter, if he had acted as was ſuſpected, 
Why were the race of Stuarts expelled from this country, 
but becauſe they entered into a league with France ? and 
could any league be more deſtructive to this country than one 
with the Houſe of Bourbon, who have been the uniform and 
* inveterate enemies of Great Britrin, its liberty, and its com- 
merce? No aſſociation with the Republic, could be ſo de- 
ſtructive to our intereſts; for never were there worſe neigh- 
bours on earth than the French during their monarchies. It 
was certainly poſſible, that the concluſions which he had 
made in his own mind, might be erroneous, but, as far as 
he could judge of the ſpirit of their intentions, from the 
prevarication of miniſters, he believed that they were ſimply 
watching for an opportunity of effecting a counter-revoluian 
for the eſtabliſhment of monarchy, and placing Louis upon 
his thyone., This he believed was the real view of miniſters ; 
and however other pretences may be made uſe of to delude 
the people, or ſatisfy the qualms of ſome ſcrupulous ad- 
| herents, he could not but think they were the true. cauſes of 
delaying the reſtoration of peace to theſe kingdoms, Mr. 
Sheridan concluded by ſaying, that he would not move any 
amendment to an Addreſs which he diſapproved of in tata ; 
however, if any gentleman. ſhould propoſe an amendment, 
Which would embrace three plain points, he would have no 
objection to vote for it; firſt, That we could no longer 
burthen our conſtituents with taxes to ſupport the deluſive 
and unattainable views of miniſters in the reſtoration of mo- 
narchy, or until ſome form of government ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed in France, which they may not imagine to be inca- 
pable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of amity and 
peace.“ Secondly, © That a ſtrict inquiry ſhould be inſti- 
tuted into the conduct of miniſters in the proſecution of the 
war, and into the cauſes of the unexampled calamities which 
have every where attended it.” And, thirdly, «That the 
moſt ſpeedy or inſtant means ſhould be taken for putting 5 | 
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end to the war, by declaring a willingneſs to ont with the 


rulers of France.” . „„ 
Mr. Fenkinſon roſe next and ſaid, that he could not but 
conſider the preſent moment as extremely improper for nego- _ 
tiation. An anxiety to impreſs the Houſe with the necellity 
of immediate negotiation would only ſerve to retard peace, 
and to raiſe the demands of our enemies. He conſidered that 
there were various important cauſes of juſtice and expediency 


in which the war originated. The navigation of the Scheldt, 
the inſults offered by the French nation to every civilized 


government, and their zeal in the propagation. of their opi- 
nions. The conduct of the war, he ſaid, was to be defended 
by examining the extent of its ſucceſs in repelling the dangers _ 


it was meant to obviate.- This was to be done in two ways; 
either by the effect which the war might produce upon the 


ſentiments of the people of the interior, or by the preſſure of 
an external force effecting a change in their inclinations and 


- temper. He juſtified his former declaration reſpecting a 
direct march of the allied army to Paris, declaring that the 


overthrow of the French government was not ſo chimerical 


as the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) inferred by 


his alluſion. General Dumourier, whoſe character as a 
military man gives weight to his opinion, had declared him- 
ſelf convinced of the practicability of the ſcheme, and its 


defeat was certainly in a great meaſure occaſioned by the 
want of fidelity and of exertion upon the part of the Allies, 
He contended, however, that conſiderable ſucceſs had been 


gained; though the former of the two objects had failed, the 
latter ſeemed to have ſucceeded. The ſituation of the people 
of France in the end of 1793 was different, he obſerved, 
from that of the preſent period. In 1793 they were furious 
in their profeſſion of the doctrines of equality, of the rights 
of man, and of unlimited right of election, and zealous in 
their propagation. They had now much abated their vehe- 


mence of argument, and expreſſed their ſentiments with 


more moderation, more reaſon, and more candour. The 
principles of the new conſtitution, ſtudiouſly reprobate the 


former chimera, and fix civil government upon more rea- 


ſonable foundations. The plan of their conſtitution ſeemed 
likewiſe more agreeable to reaſon, experience, and policy. 
Should this plan be reduced to practice the objection to the 


fluctuating nature of the government, would be removed. 
That we have ſucceeded in tepelling the danger with which 


we were threatened, Mr, Jenkinſon ſaid, was undeniable. 
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From the great efforts and important ſucceſſes which marked 
the commencement of the war, various royaliſt. inſurreQtions 
took place. From theſe one of three alternatives was to 
have been expected, either, that the enemy would have been 
unable to oppoſe the Allies, that a counter-revolution would 
have been effected, or that a civil war would have burſt 
forth. Unfortunately, ſaid he, for France, for Europe, and 
for humanity, the ſyſtem of terror and of Roberſpierre, built 
upon the rights of man, was introduce. 
That the war was not the cauſe of that ſyſtem gaining 
ground, he contended was obvious and undeniable. It was 
clear that it owed its credit to its deluſive charms, and faſcinat- 
ing influence over the minds of the people, who never reaſon. 
By degrees they felt its miſeries. In the dawn of returning 
reaſon, they ſubmitted to the power which freed them from 
the oppreſſion under which they had groaned, and which, in 
its turn, in due time he had no doubt they would remove. 
The war, he ſaid, tended to abridge the duration of that 
ſyſtem and of the miſeries it produced in France. 

The opinions borrowed from the wild and frantic declara- 
tions of French orators, which had been propagated and 
maintained in this country, gave ſerious ground of alarm. 
All ranks of men were juſtified in aſſociating for the purpoſe 
of expreſſing their diſapprobation of theſe doctrines, and 
their x ah 0 of them muſt have led to hoſtility, Such 
opinions, could not have been compromiſed with ſafety to the 
conſtitution. The war, therefore, was every way neceflary 
to the nation. The determination of France to retain 
Holland was likewiſe, he ſaid, anjinſuperable obſtacle to an 
immediate peace. The independence ſhe offered was merely 
nominal. The States ſhe called independent muſt have 
always been ſubject to her controu}, and ruled by her in- 
trigues. No man would deny, that it was an object of 
infinite importance, he ſaid, to prevent France gaining fa 
large an extent of coaſt as the ſuperiority of Holland and the 
Netherlands afforded. Poſſeſſing the whole coaſt from Bayonne 
to the Weſer, ſhe might in peace uſurp our commerce, and in 
war diſtreſs us by her cruizers, and be enabled by the increaſe 
of her naval ſtrength to oppoſe not only ſtrength to ſtrength, 
but ſtrength to our weakneſs, The remedy therefore, for 
her enormous acquiſitions, was he conceived, to endeavour to 
obtain in another quarter ſomething to exchange or to com- 
penſate. It would, he ſaid, be highly unwiſe to enter upon 
immediate negotiation, when a few months might place us in 
a ſituation to treat with greater advantage. In the beginning 
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of this war he acknowledged that the reſtoration . of the 
Emigrants, and of the Monarchy of France were objects 
that he equally wiſhed and expected, conſidering, them, as 
he had done, as objects of infinite importance to the 
country, and therefore deſerving of being attained by war. 
Were it poſſible ſtill to reſtore them, he would confider it as 
a fair . of war. Though he was one who thought that 


object ſtill a little probable, he ſaw no probability of its final 
ſucceſs. He concluded with giving his hearty concurrence 
to the Addreſs. | | | es 


Mr. Maurice Robinſon faid a few words againſt the Ad- 
dreſs. | ets, „ | : 


General Tarleton obſerved that he received no ſatisfaction 
from his Majeſty's ſpeech, no ſatisfaction from the Noble 

Earl who moved the Addreſs, nor any from the Honourable 
Gentleman who ſeconded that motion, The whole afford- 
ed to him but a melancholy proſpect of the ſituation of this 
country, and he could as confidently declare, that he had 


received no conviction whatever from the Right Honourable 


Gentleman who had divided his ſpeech into fo many diſtinct 
branches, although his opinions were ſanctioned by the con- 


currence of General Dumourier. That General, it was 
true, poſſeſſed great ability and penetration, yet it was not 
poſſible that he ſhould be acquainted with every circum- 


Nance. He declined following the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman through his ſubſequent ſpeculations, as he conceived 
them to be nugatory and ridiculous. 755 


Reverting to his Majeſty's ſpeech, he obſerved, that it 


commenced with a ſtatement of ſucceſs, 1 from the 


prevention of the projected invaſion of Italy; but to what 
did this amount? Let us turn our eyes to the ſouthern 


armies, and we ſhould find that thoſe troops which had 
been hitherto employed under General Kellerman againſt 
Spain, would now be probably drafted from the Pyrenees, 
to reinforce the armies of the Alps; and notwithſtanding 


the exultations upon the retreat of the French to the Rhine, 


He ſuſpected there was little to conſole us in that quarter. 


A loan of 4,500,000]. had been granted to his Imperial 
Majeſty to co- operate with us in a more powerful degree, 


and what had been the conſequent energy, what was his 
_ preſent ſituation, and what his future h 

of having taken Luxemburg, and ſecured it with an Auſtrian 
garriſon, while his troops made further progreſs into the 
interior of France, they had been obliged to paſs beyond the 


opes? Inftead 


Rhine, and were now ſituated beyond it, ; 
CC . From 
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From what we are able to deduce from antecedent con- 
currences, from the documents of books and the records of 
hiſtory, as well as our own experience, it has always been 
believed that the further an army penetrates through a great 
length of country the more is its force weakened and its 
numbers diminiſhed; yet notwithſtanding this ſelf-evident 
axiom, armies have been induced by repeated conqueſts to 
extend their ingreſſions, until convinced of their avg 
hy 
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ſome unexpected diſaſter, though of trifling import. 
might not General Jourdan, with his army of 200, ooo men, 
have acted in a ſimilar manner? or why might he not have 
received notice of the treacher which began to manifeſt 
itſelf at Paris, and therefore ne th to retrench his opera- 
tions, and retire to abide the probable events, and act as 
neceſſity and circumſtances ſhould prompt him. Either of 
theſe alternatives would as well account for the impediment 
- in his progreſs as the cauſe laid down. e 
le next reviewed the ſituation of the Weſt Indies, which 
his Honourable Friend (Mr. Sheridan) had dwelt upon with 
his uſual information, although it were poſſible that the 
multiplicity of his enquiries might not enable him to ſpeak 
with ſuch preciſion on this ſubject as a military man. 
Fhe General indulged very faint hopes of the expedi- 
tion; which, if it had already failed, he feared would not 
arrive in time to complete its purpoſe; or if it ſhould be 
able to effect any thing, he imagined that it would not ac- 
compliſh more than what had been before accompliſhed by 
Sir Charles Grey, If the conqueſt of St. Domingo were 
deſigned, the attempt would be nugatory and abſurd, for 
that place was too populous and too ſtrong, and too well de- 
fended, to ſurrender on any eaſy conditions. Indeed, in 
his opinion, it would be as eaſy to conquer the United States 
of America as St. Domingo, but if any thing ſhould happen, 
of courſe he ſhould be agreeably ſurpriſed. © 
_ When he looked to the eons coaſt of France, he dii- 
covered nothing but defeats there, from the Loire to the 
ocean, and regretted when he conſidered the force and num 
ber of men employed, that the diverſion at Quiberon had 
not been conducted in a military manner. He thought the 
Commander ſhould have firſt taken poſſeſſion of the battery, 
and afterwards, when he found it neceſſary to retreat, ſhould 
| have adopted ſome means for withdrawing the men, and not Fs 
have landed them ſo raſhly to leave them in the firſt moment 5h 
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If miniſters had any part in the weakneſs and infamy | 

of that tranſaction, he ſhould exclaim in. the words of the 
«If you conſent unto that cruel deed, ; 

The tendereſt cobweb, which the ſpider ſpins, 

% Would ſerve to hang thee.” . 


He then commented on the preſent ſcarcity, and the 
neglect of the notice which his Honourable Friends had 
previouſly given, that ſuch a calamity was to be apprehend- 
ed. Great ſupplies however, they were told, were expected 
from abroad, though of the real benefit derived from thoſe 


great ſupplies, there had not yet been any ſolid proof; 


poverty and diſtreſs were marching hand in hand, and no 
early period of relief appeared. No man with the leaſt 


regard to philoſophical enquiry could be ſurpriſed at the 
ſcarcity, when he recollected that millions of men were 


formerly employed in agriculture, who ſince the war have of 
neceſſity been otherwiſe engaged. In Brabant, on the bor= 


ders of the Rhine, and the fertile fields of Poland, this was 


incontrovertibly the caſe, and cultivation was no longer encou- 
raged. Hence it was palpable that the importation of corn 
to other parts of Europe had decreaſed with the ſupplies for 


their own - conſumption, and thus the ſcarcity became pro- 


portionately univerſal. „ 5 5 
In regard to Spain, whoſe ports were open to us, and 


whoſe navies were failing under our flag, ſhe had thought 


proper, at laſt, to acknowledge the French Republic, and as 
a barrier againſt any future aggreſſion on the part of Eng- 
land, had very prudently conſigned St. Domingo to the 
French; another ally, the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, who 
had trafficked in carnage and in gore, had ſhaken hands with 
them, and left us to continue the war, and ruin France by 
ourſelves, What ſhould we think of a man who ruined kim- 


ſelf by going to law purpoſely to ruin his neighbour, or of 


him who to run his antagoniſt through the body, receives a 

mortal wound timſelf? The caſe was exactly parallel, when 
we flattered ourſelves with the approaching ruin of France, 
for in that ruin we became ourſelves involved. Away then 
with ſuch ſophiftry, away with ſuch deluſion, away with all 
the agents of a corrupt and profligate adminiſtration, Will 
the Houſe of Commons liſten any longer to theſe miſerable 
manufacturers of war? From our firit diſgrace in Flanders, 
to our preſent unhappy ſtate of the conteſt with France, he 
would be bold to allert that we had ö 
| | | re 
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ſeries of misfortune, except in the inſtance of a few. negative 
ſucceſſes, and this he was both ready and willing to diſpute, 
although in ſuch an infirm ſtate, being afflicted with the 
gout, A juſtiy incenſed enemy would not give terms when- 
ever we are pleaſed to demand them, nor could we expect it; 
perhaps they might not even conſent to the meaſures we pro- 
_ poſe, and then we mult recur to a new ſyſtem, appoint new 
miniſters, and adopt an energy ſuitable to our embarraſſments. 
He could not think the Houſe would abandon Engliſhmen, 
and therefore, if we went on refining and refining, we muſt 
have other councils and other men to prop up the falling 
fate. 8 . We R 
Mr. Buxton congratulated the country, that the Speech 
of his Majeſty at laſt held out the proſpect of Peace, and 
when the period arrived for negociation he truſted that mini- 
ſters would not let it eſcape. | Reſpecting the high price of 
corn, he thought the Honourable General not correct in at- 
tributing it wholly to the war, 'as we had unfortunately had 
two very unproductive ſeaſons, but he hoped the Houſe 
would turn its attention to this ſubject, and that every mea- 
ſure would be taken to redreſs. it. ROT... . | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, that after hearing his Majeſty's Speech, as 
read to them by the Speaker, from che Chair; and after hear- 
ing the arguments which had been adyanced for the Addreſs 
which had been moved upon the Speech, he ſhould not feel 
that he did his duty to his conſtituents and his country, if he 
were to give a ſilent vote. He had little to add to what his 
 Honowable Friend (Mr. Sheridan) had ſaid en the ſurpriſe 
which the firſt inſulting paragraph of his Majeſty's Speech 
mult excite in the boſom of every man; and which in the old 
times of ſpirit and energy that diſtinguiſhed the people of this 
country, would: have drawn upon the miniſters, who were 
the authors of it, indignation and puniſhment. He ſaid in- 
ſulting paragraph, for it was not enough it ſeemed, that they 
ſhould with impunity pertift for three years together in the 
proſecution of a war. for miſerable ſpeculations it was not 
enough to add one hundred millions of debt to the capital, to 
load the people with four millions per annum of permanent 
taxes—it was not enough to grind the poor and unhappy peo- 
ple of this country in ſuch a manner as to make almoſt every 
man of them feel the misfortune of ſcarcity and want, but 
they muſt alſo be inſulted, by putting into his Majeſty's mouth, 
in the very firſt paragraph of his Speech, the impudent falſe- 
hood, that their ſituation was improved! How was their 
ftuation improved? In what circumitances were the 
HC Tae Eire el affairs 
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affairs of this country bettered ſince the laſt = ? Were they 
improved from the recent ſucceſs of the Auſtrian army? This 
ſucceſs, whatever it might be, and of which he believed, 
Miniſters had not themſelves any very perfect account, was 
not an improvement, in compariſon with the laſt year, but 
in compariſon with the laſt week; and ſurely it could not be 
called an improvement of our ſituation, ſince laſt year. the 
French were not in poſſeſſion of a foot of territory beyond 
the Rhine. That they might be forced to retreat was poſ- 


 fible, and perhaps it was poflible that in compariſon with the 
diſaſters which were expected from the continuance of their 
' ſucceſsful career, this retreat might be conſtrued into an im- 
provement; but that it ſhould come from his Majeſty's Mi- 


niſters, who had prevailed on Parliament to guarantee to 


Auſtria, a loan of four millions and a half which were to 


procure poſitive conqueſts on the part of Auſtria, was ſome- 
what curious. They had told Parliament that, from the 
various points of conteſt between the Auſtrian dominions and 
France, the Emperor was capable of ſeriouſly wounding her, 
if afſiſted by this country; and upon theſe repreſentations, 
the Houſe was prevailed upon to become the guarantee of this 

enormous loan. Now what was the iſſue of theſe repreſenta- 
tions? Inſtead of Auſtria having been able to penetrate into any 
part of the French dominions, or to wound them in any one 


point, they were told that it was an improvement of their ſitua= _ 


tion, that the French had recently been forced to retreat from 
poſts of which they were not in poſſeſſion at the time of the 
guarantee, Was it an improvement in our ſituation, that they 
had extended their dominion beyond the Rhine; that Man- 
heim had fallen into their hands, and that the greater part of 


the Palatinate had al'o been over-run? It was, ſurely an 


inſult on the underſtandings of Engliſhmen, to ſay that in 
this quarter of the war, there was an improvement in our 
fituation. The check given to the French in Italy was alſo 
introduced as a matter of triumph; that is, becauſe the 


French had not ſucceeded in all their extent of operations, 


and becauſe they were not maſters of every part of the coun- 
tries they had invaded, the ſituation of Great Britain was 


improved. Or did Miniſters mean to inſinuate that in a ge- 


neral compariſon of the ſituation of the two countries, our 
ſtate was better than laſt year. It had been alleged by him- 
ſelf and others, in the courſe of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
that there was great reaſon to apprehend a ſcarcity of grain in 
the Kingdom, and that it was worthy the conſideration of 


that. 


a” 
% 


Rn OY. | Gs. of ned 3 Wa 9 


Wc 


q 
5 
5 


oer. 5, WOODPALL'S PRUIAMENTARY REPORTS. ag 


that neceſſarily encreaſed the conſumption, to ſee that the 
country was plentifully ſupplied with the neceſſaries of life. 


This obſervation was treated with the moſt lofty diſdain, and 


in a tone of inſolent and haughty indignation, the ſuggeſtion 
was imputed to a factious ſpirit which fought to raiſe an un- 
neceſſary alarm in the minds of men; and at a later period 
of the Seſſion, when an Honourable and reſpectable Member 
(Mr. Huſſey), urged the ſame forcible perſuaſive Nea war, 
upon information as to the quantity of grain in the 


country, 


which he had obtained with care, he was rebuked for throw- 


ing out the ſuggeſtion, as being utterly unfounded in fact. 


How had the event turned out? That theſe warnings had 
been moſt lamentably verified it was not neceſſary for him, 
he believed, now to ſtate; nor would it be alleged, that, in 


this particular, our internal ſituation was improved. Im- 


proved ! Good God ! when we were reduced to ſuch a point of 


miſery, that, looking into the ſituation of the common labourer 


from one end of the country to the other, it was a melancholy 


and a heart-breaking fact, that not one man out of ten was 


able by his labour to earn ſufficient bread for himſelf and his 
family! Oh, but it ſeemed that France was reduced to a 


ſituation of unparallelled diſtreſs. And this was held out to 


the people of Great Britain as a matter of conſolation to 


them. He would not quarrel about the word, unparallelled 


diſtreſs; it might be ſoz but he muſt animadvert on the 


ſtrange logic which was uſed upon the occaſion; for the peo- 


ple of this country were to be told that this unparallelled diſ- 


treſs of the French was owing entirely to the war; whereas 
the diſtreſſes of England had nothing on earth to do with it! 


How ſuch a difference could exiſt in the operation of the war 
it was not for him to divine. That in France all their ſcar- 


city, all their calamities were to be imputed to it, but that in 
England the war had no effect whatever on our internal ſitua- 
tion. If the people of this country had ſo thoroughly ſur- 


rendered their underſtandings to the eloquence of Miniſters - 


as to believe this kind of logic, he had done; it was impoſſi- 
ble to add any thing that could expoſe fo groſs an abſurdity. 


The depreciation of * was the everlaſting burthen of 
all their harangues. France was utterly. undone, France 


- 


was incapable of all exertion, France was completely ex- 
hauſted in conſequence of the depreciation of her affignats. 
This had been the inceflant ſtory with which the Parliament 
and people of this country had been deluded from the begin- 
ning of the war. Laſt year they were told, Oh, France 
could not go on for her aſſignats were at a diſcount of eighty 
| ; 8 8 . e Per 
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per cent. (ſome gentleman ſaid in an audible whiſper, it was 


not laſt year, but the year before that this was ſaid). Laſt 
year, or the year before, ſaid Mr. Fox, it is little matter 
which, it is hardly poſlible for any memory to ſtate the preciſe 
time of theſe aſſertions, they have been ſo inceſſantly made, 


to inceſſantly repeated, fo ince flantly held forth to the people. 


of this country as grounds of hope, and fo conſtantly ended in 


_ diſappointment, that whether it was laſt year or the year be- 


fore, was preciſely the ſame to the argument. When he was 
told that the aſſi gnats were at a diſcount of 80 per cent. he 
ceaſed to think upon the ſubject; from the moment that they _ 
were 80 per cent. diſcount, it was no longer of conſequence _ 


to ſpeculate upon them. All theories of mere arithmeticians 
on the ſubject were from that inſtant at an end; when a paper 


currency was at 80 per cent. diſcount, it would be ſaid, upon 
the mere calculations of theory, to be tantamount to extinc- 


tion. But when they looked to experience and practice, 
| When they referred to the example of America, a reflecting 


ſtateſman would heſitate before he pronounced upon the ſub- 


ject, and before he preſumed to delude his country, by build- 
ing on ſuch an hypotheſis. And accordingly, as if the in- 


ſtance of America had not been ſufficient to correct the fallacy. 
of mere calculation on ſuch a ſubject, France had given another 
leſſon on the point. France, that was reduced to ſuch a ſtate 
of weakneſs, as from her deplorable ſituation to be held out 


as an eaſy prey. France, who, in the month of June Jaſt, 
Was ſaid to be gaſping in her laſt agonies, and when on ac- 


count of her deplorable ſituation,, it was ſaid to be impolitic 


for us te give her Peace. France has ſince the date of her 


expiring agony made the moſt brilliant campaign, he would 


venture to ſay, that the hiſtory of mankind almoit exhibited, 


in which her arms had every wnere been triumphant, and 
where, by the mere force of conqueſt, ſhe had reduced 
almoſt every one of our Allies to ſue for Peace, and ſecure 

their ſafety by negociation. Such was the iſſue of their cal- 
culations upon her dittreis ! He was afraid, he ſaid, of ſuch 
agonies; and ſurely no men of common ſenſe, after ſuch an 
iflue of this kind of reaſoning, would again calculate upon 
ſucceſs from the depreciation of their paper. But it was not 
their paper only, they were utterly deftitute of proviſions it 


ſeemed, and as an argument for continuing the war, they 
were told that the French government had been obliged to 
unload the ſhips at Breſt in order to ſupply Paris with bread. 


This was ſaid to have been their condition; be it ſo. What 


mult be their feeling of the cauſe which they had engaged that 


under 


2 


FF 0 I ates, Fo. es 


s WY. W 


c og ITS LS. 


DAY RT EONS . 


5 « 4 
U k . N 


oer. 29.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 23 
under ſuch a. preſſure of ſcarcity, could rouze them to ſuch 


exertions? Thoſe who held out laſt year this argument of 
their diſtreſs as a ground of hope, and who put into*his Ma- 


_ jeſty's Speech the memorable. expreſſion, that the internal 
ſituation of the enemy would make us indulge a hope that 


they were haſtening to ſuch a ſtate of order and regular go—- 
vernment, as might be capable of maintaining the accuſtomed 


relations of peace and amity with other powers, would now 
explain upon what better grounds they held out the leſs pre- 
ciſe and leſs intelligible hope of the preſent Speech. They 
then ſaid that the diſtreſſes were likely to produce a return of 
a ſtate of order and regular government, ſo as to enable us to 
treat with them with confidence and ſecurity. What do they 


ſay now ? It was moſt material to attend to the words which 
they had put in his Majeſty's mouth. I he diſtraction and 
anarchy which have ſo long prevailed in that country have 


led to à criſis.“ When I heard theſe words, ſaid Mr. Fox, 
I took it for granted that we were to be told the exact nature 
of the criſis, and the good which our miniſters were about to 


extract from it. But mark the words: & have led to a criſis 


ple of Great 


of which it is, as yet, impoſſible to foreſee 2 Here is a 
peo 


piece of information for the Parliament an 


Britain! It goes on, however, © But which muſt in all hu- 


man probability produce.” Ay, now we come, I hope, to 
the deſirable point produce peace, I hope—no ſuch thing! 


produce conſequences highly important to the intereſts of Eu= 

rope! Good God! Mr. Speaker, faid Mr. Fox, is this a 

| proce of the improvement of our ſituation fince laſt year! 
» 


oes this hold out to the. impoveriſhed, opprefiedz and ſtarving 


people of England a nearer proſpect of the termination of this 
unfortunate war? Laſt year their diſtreſs was likely to pro- 


duce fuch an order of things as would give us a ſecure peace; 
and now all that we are to look for from the diſtraction 


and anarchy: that "reign in France, are conſequences' that 
may be important to the intereſts of Europe! What period 
of the eventful hiſtory of this wonderful Revolution has not 
been productive of conſequences important to Europe? Of 
what change that has taken place might not the ſamenthing 


be ſaid? When the Revolution, as it is called, bf the 31ſt of 
May took place, might it nat have been ſaid, that a criſis was 
approached that might have produced conſequences important 
to the intereſts of Europe ? W hen Roberſpierre's 2 was 
extinguiſhed, might not the ſame thing have been ſaid? Upon 
the inſurrections that have happened, from time to time, and 


particularly on the late inſurrection, in ſhort, on every great 
Vos. I. 5 


every. 
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event that has ariſen in France the ſame equivocal words 
might have been uſed by his Majeſty's miniſters. 
What then were the people of England to underſtand from 
theſe words now ? What proſpect did they hold forth that his 
Majeſty's miniſters were to ſeize on the firſt favourable: mo- 
ment in which they might negociate beneficially for peace? 
If they were to argue from their paſt conduct, they ſurely 
could draw no favourable concluſion, nor any rational ground 
of hope from theſe unintelligible words. In December 1792, 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he had made a motion, to which he certainly could 
not, without a degree of egotifm,. recur, becauſe he could not 
recur to it without pride and ſatisfaction to himſelf 5 he aſked 
| | whether a negociation might not have been entered upon at 
$54 | that moment with a greater probability of ſecuring a beneficial . 
1 peace to England than now. He had ſometime in every 
i Seſſion ſince that period, renewed in one way or another the 
| | ſame motion; and he defired to know whether. our perverſe 


I! continuance in the proud denial of its being the proper mo- 
[ot | ment to negotiate, had bettered our condition; or, opened to 
31! us the proſpect of a more honourable termination of the War? 
1 On the contrary, had we not from year to year entangled our- 
170 | ſelves deeper and rendered the. praQicability of peace upon 
| ſafe and honourable terms more hopeleſs ? But there was one 
point of view in which our preſent fituation had been regarded 
by an Honourable Gentleman, very much connected with 
miniſters, and who he hoped ſpoke on the preſent occaſion 
authoritatively. The Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Jenkin- 
fon) had ſaid, that he was now willing to admit that all proſ- 
. Ipects of reſtoring the Emigrants to their eſtates, and the 
Bourbon family to the throne of France was hopeleſs ; that it 
Was a matter of prudence to calculate the value of an object, 
together with the chanee of procuring it, and not to purſue 
any object however deſirable, beyond the rational hope of ob- 
tainment. If the diſaſters of the war had produced this con- 
viction in the minds of his Majeſty's miniſters and their con- 
nections, he who thought that wiſdom was the firſt of hu- 
man acquiſitions, and that prudence in the governors of a 
ſtate was not merely a moſt valuable, but a moſt neceſſary 
virtue, would be willing to allow that our ſituation was im- 
proved. It was improved, becauſe our miniſters were brought 
at length to a conviction of their error; becauſe they had 
returned to their ſeuſes. But, good God, what a ſeries of 
calamity and diſaſter was required to produce this reſtoration 
14 of their reaſon! What a ſtate of degradation muſt that Houle 
| and the country be come to, that it ſhould be held out as a 
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matter of exultation, and as a proof of our ſituation being 
improved, that miniſters had been at length corrected, not by 
the indignation and energy of the people, but by the conſe- 
quences of their own imbecility and guilt. _ 8 | 

What a contraſt did this exhibit between the preſent and 
the ancient ſtate of England, when the power of controul, 
which belonged to the vigorous underſtanding, - and the 
manly ſpirit of Engliſhmen was extinct, and the people were 
ſupinely content to wait until obſtinate fury ſhould, by its 
natural courſe, correct itſelf. Oh, miſerable England, to 
what a ſtate are you fallen, when ſuch is the wretched conſo- 
lation in which you indulge! The expedition to Quiberon 
was one of the grand ſources of producing this conviction: in 

et TR SAT Ee 5 | 

Hle knew not by whom that expedition was planned; he 
knew not in whole deſperate boſom the idea of the horrid: 
expedition was engendered, but it was a ſcene over which 

the heart of every manly Briton ſhed tears of blood; and 
which had done more miſchief to the Britiſh character, had 
_ ſunk it lower in the eyes of obſervant Europe, and would 
ſtain it more in the eſtimation of poſterity, than all the reſt 
of the operations of this war, frantic, baſe, and inhuman as 
many of its projects had been. Good God, to think that ſo 
many brave and, honourable men, among -whom there were 
gentlemen of the pureſt feelings, and of the moſt honour- 
able principles, ſhould be led to maſſacre in the way in 
which they had been; that one of the moſt gallant among them 
mould be denied, in the hour of dying, the conſolation of 
having his letter made public, was ſuch an act of ſavage 

barbarity as Would leave an eternal ſtain upon England, if 

parliament and the people did not teſtify their indignation by 

fixing a ſtrong mark of cenſure upon its authors! Yet even 

this leſſon, even the dreadful iſſue of this abominable ſcheme 

did not produce the effect upon the minds of his Majeſty's 

Miniſters which it was calculated to do; another expedition 

was framed, in which the Emigrants were to be employed 

in a deſcent upon the coaſt of France. The ſecond ex- 

pedition was concerted, perhaps, with ſomewhat leſs in- 
diſcretion, and ſomewhat leſs barbarity, than the firſt; but 

it ſeemed to have its origin in the ſame principles, and to 
owe its birth to the ſame father. It was owing only to its 

utter failure that it had not been equally diſaſtrous; for, 

=» ff the expedition to Iſle Dieu had been carried into effect 
in the fame manner as the firſt, the unfortunate perſons mult 

kave been equally abandoned. And yet, though not -at- 
d Og Gon en | | _ tended 


by 
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| tended with the ſame fatal effects as the firſt, the expedition 
had not been without misfortune. Our fleet had been'ex- 
poſed to great riſque on a dangerous coaſt ; and even now. 
we mult either land the ſtores upon VIſle Dieu, for the 
maintainance of the unhappy perſons ſtill there, or abandon 
them to the certain, though lingering death of famine, or to. 
the more merciful doom of the guillotine. It was impoſ- 
fible to animadvert upon the conduct of miniſters in theſe 
_ expeditions: without ſtanding aftoniſhed at the inſanity with 
which they were conceived. It muſt now be a matter of 
ſecret congratulation to. themſelves that every one of their 
projects had failed, their ſucceſs would have made it im- 
offible for them to have maintained the argument which 
they had held that day. What did they do? They ſent an 
officer to ſummon Bell Ifle in the name of Louis XVIII. 
the legal King of France, and thus they made their officer 
declare a falſehood, a direct falſehood, as great a falſehood 
as if he were traitor enough to declare that Cardinal York 
was the legal King of Great Britain. But what muſt have 
been the conſequence if, upon this ſummons, Bell Ie or 
Noirmoutier oa yielded? We muſt have landed and taken 
poſſeſſion of them in the name of Louis XVIII. and this 
unfortunate Prince, juſt landed in the place under our au- 
ſpices, would have been identified with our cauſe, and we 
ſhould have been pledged to the reſtoration of this legal 
monarch in his rights. Could we then have had the bleſſing 
which was this day held up of abandoning a courſe which 
could no longer be purſued with rational hopes? We ſhould 
then have been reduced to the melancholy alternative of 
abandoning the Prince and his followers with infamy, or of 
proſecuting his cauſe with deſpair. Fortunately for mini- 
ſters, however, their project had failed, and they were thus 
relieved by the want of ſucceſs from the folly of their act. 
It was by this fort of reaſoning alone that he could reſolve 
the ſtrange paradox of the ſeconder of the motion, who had 
faid that the very failure of the war had produced good con- 
ſequences. If it were applied to our expeditions to the coaſt 
of France, it perhaps might hold true, as the conſequence 
was a conviction in the breaſts of miniſters that it was im- 
practicable to purſue the reſtoration of Louis any more, He 
1aid that it was with pain that he took up the time of the 
Houſe with any obſervations upon this kind of reaſoning. 
He was confident that the natural plain ſenſe and under- 
ſtandings of Engliſhmen, who had always been diftinguiſh= 
cd for their love of direct and plain dealing, would ſoon be 
. . „ , dilpuſted, 
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_ diſguſted, and would reject with indignation and nauſea a 
_ caule that required ſuch, refinement of reaſoning to ſupport _ 
it. + An Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that the opinions 
of the French were certainly ſpecious in themſelves, and 
calculated to intoxicate the minds of the lower ranks of men; 
but that, in their own nature, they would ſooner or later 
generate ſuch a tyranny as that which Roberſpierre exhibit- 
ed, which again, in its own nature, would correct the im- 
preſſion which the ſpecious opinions had originally made, 
The war, then, with all its diſaſters, had been ſo far uſeful, 
that it had accelerated the conviction which Roberſpierre's 
| tyranny would of itſelf have more ſlowly produced. The 
war was a fort of yeaſt that fermented this tyranny ; and 
thus, in this idle train of reaſoning, was the Houſe preſented 
with another theory in excuſe of the war. If men were ta 
play with ſuch theories as matter of amuſement, he ſhould 
certainly not contend about them, He ſhould then be ex- 
tremely willing to leave them as a very good theme for 
| ſchaol-boys, as the Honourable ſeconder of the Motion had 
| ſaid; but it was a dreadful thing when ſuch theories were 
taken up by ſtateſmen, and gravely ded upon as legitimate 
cauſes for plunging their country into the horrors of war, 
Such theories might ſuit well for a literary or a political 
diſputant, and might be made very amuſing either in a club- 
room or in a pamphlet; but for a man tq-undertake the 
office of a ſtateſman, and to bring ſuch theories into prac- 
tice, was ſuch an outrage, not merely upon common: ſenſe, 
but upon moral duty; as muſt ſhock the heart of every con- 
ſiderate, and of every feeling mind. What a picture of 
human wantonneſs did it not exhibit, that in order to aſcer+ 
tain the queſtion whether a_certain ſet of opinions might be 
brought ſo much more ſpeedily into difrepute, it was a good 
and right thing that a hundred millions of money ſhould be 
ſquandered, and hundreds of thouſands of our fellow crea- 
tures be put to death! In his mind, war againſt opinions 
was in no inſtance, and could not be either juſt or pardon- 
able. A war of ſelf-defence againſt acts he could under- 

ſtand, he could explain, and he could juſtify ; but no war 
_ againſt opinions could be ſupported by reaſon, or by juſtice. 
It was drawing the ſword of an inquiſition. How could we 
blame all thoſe: abominable acts of bloodſhed and torture 
which had been committed from time to time under the diabo- 
| lical influence of ſuperſtition, and under the ſpecious name of 
religion, when we ourſelves had the preſumption to wage a 
| fimilar war? Who would ſay that all the blood 2 
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been ſpilt under the fury of religious enthuſiaſm, might not 
Have been made to flow from the pure but miſguided motive 
of correcting opinions, that zealots thought wrong, when 
we ourſelves thus dared to dip our hands in the blood of 
our fellow-creatures, on the mere pretext of correcting the 
errors of opinion? We muſt change all the doctrines that 
wie have been taught to cheriſh about religious perſecution 
and intolerance; we muſt begin to venerate the authors of 
the Holy Inquiſition, and conſider them as pious and pure 
men, who committed their murders for the beneficent pur- 
poſe of correcting the hereſies which they conſidered as fo 
vile, and reſtoring the bleſſings of what they conceived to 
be the only true ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. In the ſame man- 
ner the preſent war againſt opinions was to be entitled to 
our eſteem, and its authors to be venerated for their morality. 
In this war they alſo were great corfquerors; they had loſt |, 
N towns, cities, nay, kingdoms; they had ſquandered a hun- 
- 1 | _ dred millions of money, they had loft a hundred thouſand 
ny men, they had loſt their allies, they had loſt the cauſe of 
vm the Emigrants, they had loſt the throne. to the family of 
Fl Bourbon, but they kad gained a ſet of rather better opinions 
$148 to France, Mr. Fox contended, that at every moment from 
| | the commencement of the war to the preſent inſtant, our 
miniſters might have negotiated with the French upon better 
terms than they could at this time; and that our relative 
fituation had been gradually growing worſe. The famous 
e Decree of the 19th November, 1792, was the firſt great 
pretext for going to war.— That Decree, he had always ſaid, 
we might have got rid of by negotiation. But, if that 
Decree was an obſtacle to negotiation, they knew that the 
di{zuſting tyrant Roberſpierre himſelf not only formally repeal- 
edit, but made it the pretext for murdering Briflot and about one 
[ hundred perſons more, whom he called its authors. Wh 
Wo» not negotiate after the Decree was repealed? Oh! they _ 
| were afraid of the faſcination and temptation of the French 
| 
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principles on the minds of the people of this country. But, 
ſurely, they cannot ſay that theſe principles continued to 
be faſcinating and tempting after the reign ef Roberſpierre. 
If ever they had any attraction for the popular mind, they 
Wl ſurely muſt have Joſt it, and become on the contrary, the + 
W deteſtation and horror of every human being, as exhibited 
14 under the implacable tyranny of that deſpicable miſcreant. 
Did they make overtures of peace when theſe principles had 
loſt their temptation? What! it would be ſaid, would you 
have treated with Roberſpierre? Why not with Rober- 
So ns 8 6 ſpierre? 
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pierre? Do we not daily treat with tyrants? He would 
have treated with Roberſpierre; not becauſe he did not think 
his government the moſt diſguſting tyranny that ever exiſted, 
but becauſe England had nothing to do with his tyranny. 
On the 27th of July Roberſpierre was cut off, and his prin- 
_ ciples declared to be infamous. Why did not minifters then 
make overtures of peace? There was nothing in their former 
conduct that could give that Houſe or the nation conſidence 
in their intentions of making peace whenever the favourable 
opportunity ſhould arrive. On the contrary, they ſtood con- 
victed of fraud; for when an Honourable L riend of his made 
a motion on the 26th of January laſt, which it was not found 
convenient directly to oppoſe, an amendment was moved, 
declaring that they were ready to enter into a negociation 
whenever there ſhould be a government eſtabliſhed. capable 
of maintaining the cuſtomary relations of amity and peace. 
Did they offer negotiation when it was proved by experi- 
ence that. France had ſuch a government? It had been 
proved that France did maintain ſuch relations of peace and 
amity, for Pruſſia had made peace with her, Spain had made 
peace with her, many of the States of Germany had made 
peace with her, and among others the Elector of Hanover 
had made peace. The Honourable ſeconder of the Motion 
had ſaid, that any one who made an argument on the conduct 
of the Elector of Hanover, and reaſoned on it as an example 
for England, would deſerve to be treated as a ſchool-boy. 
He muſt ſubmit to incur the imputation; for he confeſſed, 
with deference to the Honou able Gentleman, that it was 
worthy to be diſcuſſed. He was ready to own that there 
might be ſituations in which the conduct of the Elector of 
Hanover, in a negotiation, might not be a model for 
England; but what was the caſe here? The Right Honour- 
able Gentleman oppoſite, in ſpeaking of the ſtate of France, 
ſaid, that if a peace was concluded with her, in her then con- 
dition, be ſhould era mimummd;Ü' OY, 3 
Toto certatum eſt corpore regni. 
Her fituation had not changed when the Hanoverian mini- 
ſter thought it his duty to negotiate with them for peace. 
Would the Right Honourable Gentleman fay on the occaſion, 


Toto certatum eſt corpore regni? 


He did not believe that he would venture 40 make any ſuck 
FFF . aſſertion, 
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aſſertion. They had heard that night much panegyric onthe 
new Conſtitution of France. They might almoſt have ſup- 
poſed themſelves fitting in the Convention, and to have heard 
Louvet, or ſome other author of the new Conſtitution, de- 
livering a panegyric on it. All our hopes were now to be = 
1 | fixed upon this new Conſtitution : he confeſſed, for one, he 
118 was not willing to place much dependance upon a conſtitu- 
[1/8 | tion, of which he knew. nothing, and which had not been 
|! tried; but this was the new theory of the day; this conſti- 
4 tution was to be capable of maintaining the accuſtomed re- 
qi! Jations of peace and amity. Mark the concluſion of this 
1 argument, that the proper time for treating together for 
i j | peace, was to be put oft till we had experience of this new 
I; | _ conſtitution ; what was to be the term of probation he knew 
=: 7 not; one thing only was certain, that on this new pretext, 
| E the war was to be continued. What if this conftitutiony , 
like all their former (conſtitutions, ſhould fail? Why then 

| our hopes of peace muſt fail too, and we muſt begin again. 
't What a miſerable ſeries of ſubterfuge and expedient was all 
pitt this! But, ſay they, would you make peace with a country 

| | that changed its conſtitution ſo often? To which, ſays Mr. 
Hl | Fox, I anſwer, yes, I would; if they changed their conſti- 
— tution every week, nay every day, if they had ſeven conſti- 
tutions per week, I would treat with them. What have I. 
to do with their changes of conſtitution? experience has 
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i | ſhewn that neither the dee er of men, nor the changes of 
18 conſtitutions, has had any effect on the engagements which 
2 || they have formed with foreign countries. I will not ſpeak of 


the recent treaties they have entered into; but let us look 
how all the ſucceſſive parties have acted towards Sweden in 
the neutrality which ſheeſtabliſned. The party of Briſſot, 
the party of the Mountain which ſucceeded the party of the. 
Girondiſts, the individual tyranny of Roberſpierre, into 
which the Mountain ſubſided, the party who overthrew Ro- 
berſpierre, and all the ſhades and changes of government 
which have happened ſince, have all with uniform minds ob- 
ſerved the treaty with Sweden, and maintained the relation of 
peace and amity which ſubſiſted between them. In like 
manner ſome changes have happened ſince the treaty. with 
Pruſſia, and it has been regularly maintained. It is idle to 
talk ot the theory of a conſtitution being a ground of de- 
pendence for the obſervation of a treaty; if a rational treaty 
is made, and it is the intereſt of parties to keep it, that is 
the only true and wife dependance which you can have for 
the continuance of peace. It was ſaid, continued Mr Fox, 
gra . ow” 
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we were too high to treat, another year we were too low ; 
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that much had been done to meliorate and ſoften down the 
opinions of France. He aſked whether a recognition of their 
independence, and an offer to treat, would not do more to 
bring the people of that country to an amicable diſpoſition to 
treat than all our failures had hitherto done? He ſaid that 
the offer ought to come from us, becauſe we had made reſo- 
lutions, and had been guilty of the indiſcretion of coming to 
_ declarations that ſtood in the, way of negotiation. Theſe 
muſt be done away in order to bring us to an even footing. 
It was ſaid, would you leave them the Low Countries and 
Holland? That Houſe was not the place, nor was the preſent 
tzhs time, to talk of terms. There was no doubt of one import- 
ant fact, and minifters might go to a negotiation with a confi - 
dence of that fact, namely, that if France, on account of her 
ſucceſſes, exacted high terms, ſuch as were inconſiſtent with 4 
the henour and intereſts of this country, they would be ſup- 
ported in the dire, but then neceſſary alternative. The terms 
at the ſame time in every negotiation muſt depend on the, 
relative ſituation of the parties. But he would not admit of 
that eternal evaſion that the time was improper. One year 


and thus the continuance of war was prolonged, without any | 
_ calculation being made whether the expence of continuing it for 
one year was not more than the difference of terms we might 
expect between a good and a bad relative ſituation. In his 
mind every time was the proper time for treating; and it 
would not be denied but that we had ſuffered — — 
periods to eſcape than we were likely again to poſſeſs. When 
we were maſters of Valenciennes and Conde, and that France 
was beſet on every fide with inſurrections raging in her 
bowels, that was the favourable time to treat. But no, we 
were then too high. What, treat when ſhe almoſt lay ex- 
piring at our feet? We ſuffered that moment to paſs. Laſt 
you again we had great ſucceſs in the Weſt Indies, Guada- 
loupe, and St, Lucia were ours, in addition to Martinique, 
and France was obvioufly defirous of peace. No, then again 
we were too high, and we were told ina lofty ftrain, in the 
month of June laſt; What, ſhall we treat with her when ſhe 
lies in her laſt agony ? Nothing, they ſaid, could ſave her, 
and it was our intereſt to withhold from her the peace of 1 
which ſhe was deſirous. The event has proved that their - 
prediction was not well founded; and here we are after a a {9 
three years“ war reduced to a ſtate in which we are ſaid to be 
too low to treat, with nothing left to us but the hopes that 
ſome day or another a favourable opportunity will ariſe for 
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negotiation. In the mean time we have only one of all our: 
allies left to us, and that ally muſt, by the principle on which 
he has acted for the laſt year, be hired to continue. A1l our 
hopes are to be founded on our conqueſts in the Weſt Indies. 
Det us look with impartial eyes at the ſtate of our Weſt 
Indies. Was there any thing very conſoling in that quarter 
of the world? He dreaded to encounter the examination. 
The French commerce, it was ſaid, was utterly annihila:ed; 
and the French navy too was reduced. We had certainly 
had many brilliant naval achievements, whieh did immortal 
Honour to the Britiſh flag; but at the ſame time it would: 
not be ſaid that our own trade was entirely protected. In- 
ſurance to Jamaica had riſen-from four to eight per cent; 
and he did not think that even our internal ſituation was 
improved. His Majeſty's ſpeech had held out a melancholy 
picture with refpect to the quantity of grain in the king- 
dom, and the ſubject was recommended to their moſt ſerious 
conſideration. Whenever it came before them he ſhould: 
give it, certainly, the maſt careful and the moſt. impartiat 
examination. It was not his opinion that- it was greatly 
within the province of human legiflation to do much on 
ſuch a topic; but what could be done in the way of regu- 
lation, he truſted they ſhould with one voice ſteadily and 
ipeedily purſue, Nothing, he believed, would do fo much 
towards preventing the evil of a ſcarcity, as to give the 
people the reſtoration of peace, which would be likely to- 
bring with it, its uſual companion, plenty. | | 

It was an inſult on common ſenſe to ſay that. war and mi- 
litary expeditions did not, in their very nature, aggravate 
ſcarcity, by encreaſed conſumption. Putting the whole 
country into the military ſtate which England was at this 
time at home, neceſfarily encreafed the conſumption of grain, 
and if this was the caſe, how much more did the argument 
hold good with reſpect to expeditions to diſtant parts? The 
quantity of increaſed conſumption, without taking into the 
account the quantities damaged and loſt, were immenſe, and- 
he would be bold to ſay, that if government, inſtead of inter- 
fering with the regular merchants, and putting an end to all 
the active competition of men more expert in trade than 
themſelves, had followed the example of the government of 
France, with reſpect to the ſhips at Breſt, and had unloaded 
we tranſports that were ſent to Quiberon-bay, they would 
have done more towards alleviating the late ſcarcity, than by 
all the corn which their agents imported. He could not leave 
that-miſerable expedition to Quiberon-bay, without again ex- 
| e | arefling. 
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preſſing his indignation at its horror, The Houſe would do 
| um the juſtiee *to recolle how much beyond his uſual per- 


tinacity he had urged them to avoid the indiſcretion and 
cruelty of employing the emigrants on any ſuch expedition. 
He had ſaid that they could not be employed fo as to ſtand 


on the ſame terms with our own troops; that their eondition 
would be deſperate in regard to France; that therefore it 
was neither politic with reſpec to ourſetves, nor kind and con- 


ſiderate with regard to them; that if we employed them on 


any ſuch expedition, we identified their cauſe with ours, and 


made it impoſſible for us to retract with honour whatever 
might be the events of the war. What was the anſwer to 
his reaſoning ? That in fact their cauſe and ours was the 
ſame, that the crown of George III. was not ſafe upon his 
head, if they were not reinſtated in their country. Thus the 
die was caſt ; they were thus united to join the fatal ſtandard; 
they embarked in our cauſe, which they were thus told vas 
the ſame as their own, and they were ſent on that fatal ex- 


pedition which every feeling heart muſt deplore. Though 


he could not entertain the idea which fome coarſe and vulgar 


minds had taken up, that certain miniſters in the Cabinet, 
_ xrefleQting on the indiſcretion they had committed in thus 


charging themſelves with ſo many of theſe emigrants, had 
ſent them on this forlorn-enterprize as a happy riddance, yet 
he mult repeat, that if the virtue and indignation of the coun- 
try did not fix a cenſure upon the. authors of that expedition, 
the diſgrace of it would eternally reſt upon the character of 
the nation. When he firſt moved for entering into a nego- 
ciation with France, it was faid, What! would you nego- 
Ciate with men about to ftain their hands with the blood of 
their Sovereign? Yet now, if the preſent ſpeech meant to 


ſay any thing heneſtly, it meant that with theſe very men, 
miniſters would have no objection to negociate at a- certain 


<rifis. The nature of this murder then was ſuch as to be 


_ waſhed away after a two or three years purification. And 
even with Tallien, who among others dipped his hands in 


royal blood, they would have no objection to treat. It had 
always been his opinion, that it we could not get men of pure 
morals, and men of- perſonal eſteem to.treat wich, we mult | 


take the men we could find, taking Care that our treaty 
ſhould be founded upon ſuch principles of moderation and 
juſtice as ſhould not be likely to vary with times or parties, 


and which ſhould be the intereit of both countries to maintain. 


. Inftead of this we had acted upon a ſet of unprincipled delica- 
Cies, by which this country had been reduced to ſuch a ſtate 
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of diſtreſs, as for the laſt fix months to make almoſt every 
common man dependent upon charity for his ſubſiſtence. 
Was not ſuch a ſtate more likely to undermine the loyalty and 
obedience they, were defirous to cheriſh than all the faſcination 

of French principles? Was it not likely that under ſuch a 
preſſure, undiſciplined minds might be led to cheriſh the idea, 
that that government could not be perfectly found, nor prac- 
tically happy, which inflicted on ſo large a proportion of its 
people ſo much miſery ! It muſt be a matter of great conſo- 
Jation to hear from his Majeſty's ſpeech, that inflead of any 


ſuch refractory ſentiment a very general ſpirit of order and 


ſubmiſſion to the laws had been manifeſted by his people; and 


their pleaſure ought to be increaſed, when they recollected the 


dreadful and dark confpiracies which raged in the country a 


twelvemonth ago. Theſe conſpiracies had been quaſhed in a 


moſt extraordinary way, they had been quaſhed by the full, clear, 
and honourable acquittal of all the conſpirators: and now this 
order and ſubmiſſion to the laws was a matter of exultation to 
his Majeſty, when the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act was 
in full force ! Another moſt extraordinary argument had been 
adduced for the war by an Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to 
him (Mr. Jenkinſon); the war, he ſaid, was quite neceſiary 
in order to enable men of rank to inveigh with becoming 


ſpirit againſt French principles, and the diabolical doctrines 


of jacobiniſm. He was very ready to allow that the philippics 
againſt the French principles, in which gentlemen in that 
Houſe and elſewhere fo liberally indulged themſelves, did re- 


guire ſome means to give them currency; but that they 


wanted a war to give them force, that nothing leſs than an 
army of 200, ooo men and a navy of 110, ooo men could make 


theſe philippics go down, he did not know till now. He 


remembered it was an accuſation againſt Roland, that in 


order to corrupt the public mind, in propagating his opinions 


he had ſquandered much of the public money; Roland in 


his defence ſaid, he had certainly not ſ{quandered much of 


the public money, he had only ſpent 30,000 livres Tournois, 


and that in aſſignats, in printing; whereas it has coſt our 


miniſters one hundred millions ſterling to circulate and ſup- 
port their harangues againſt the French! A more extra- 
ordinary means of publiſhing their inveCtives could not have 


been thought of. One would have thought that having their 
civil liſt, their patronage, their places, their penſions, and 
their newſpapers, by which to ſpread and give currency to 


their abuſe againſt the French, it was {ſtrange that they 


mould hit upon a war as the only means to recommend their 


invectives 
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invectives to the taſte of the country. If he could not en- 
tirely agree with the Honourable Gentleman as to the war 
being begun only in aid of the intemperate language and 
violent epithets which were thrown out upon the French, 
yet nothing was ſo certain as that the inflamed paſſions which 


gave riſe to that language, gave riſe alſo to the war; and that 
the good ſenſe and manly feelings which would have avoided 


the one, would alſo have directed us to the rational courſe 


which would have prevented the other. The Honourable 


Gentleman ſpoke of the Rights of Man, among the repro- 
| bates French principles. That all men had equal rights, he 


would not ſtop to argue; it was a truth which the Honour- 
able Gentleman himſelf muſt feel. It was not the fallacy of 


that doctrine that had made the French revolution diſguſting 
by its atrocities; it was the miſapplication and miſuſe that 
had produced ſo much turpitude and ruin. Mr. Fox con- 
cluded a ſpeech of two hours with ſaying, that for theſe rea - 
ſons he could not conſent to vote for the addreſs which had 
been moved; he held in his hand an amendment, expreſſing 
in ſhort terms the facts he had enumerated, and drawing from 
them the practical uſe that ought to be made of them. He 
read the amendment, which, after enumerating the circum- 


ſtances of our. diſaſterous campaign, and ſtating that from the 
experience of their being able to maintain the accuſtomed 
relations of peace and amity with other nations, prayed his 
Majeſty to give directions to his miniſters, to offer ſuch 
terms of peace to the French Republic, as ſhould be con- 
ſiſtent with the honour of his Majeſty's Crown, and with the 
ſecurity and intereſts of his people. | 8 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer began by obſerving, that 
no queſtion had ever occurred in the h:{tory of this country, 


which involved in it more circumſtances peculiarly connected 


with its intereſt, honour, and ſafety, than the queſtion which 


had been propoſed to their determination that night by his 
noble Friend, together with the amendment that had been 
made to it by the Right Honourable Gentleman oppolite to 


him. That amendment contained a propoſition ſo extraordi- 
nary in itſelf, that he could not believe the Right Honourable 


Gentleman was ſerious in making it. It was neither more 


nor leſs than this. After obſerving the ſuppoſed ſtate of 
univerlal degradation and diſappointment, to which we had 
been reduced in conſequence of the war, we were adviſed at 
this moment to ſue on our patt for peace, without being in- 
formed how the negociation was to be conducted, or what 


indemnity this country was to reccive. That amendment, 


therefore, 
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therefore, only held out the mockery of returnin to a ſtate 


of ſecurity and peace. Such was, the nature and ſtate of the 


queſtion which the Right Honourable Gentleman had brought 


before them; a propolition, which according to the, ſacred 


rules of Parliament, any Gentleman might bring forward 


zvithout perſonal neſponſibility, and upon which therefore he 


could retort no threat of an impeachment; but the caſe of a 
Miniſter making ſuch a propoſition, except by the previous 
\ 0 n , . , 
conſent of Parliament, would have been very different, Mr. 


Pitt begged firſt to take a view of the general propoſition, and 
leading points of conteſt in the Addreſs, leaving out of the 
queſtion ſome extr:neous topics. He wiſhed to conhne his 


attention to the Addreſ, that had been moved by his Noble 
Friend, and to contraſt it with-the amendment. [The firſt lead- 


Ing point in the King's ſpeech, and the. propoſition, which had 


been laid before that Houſe for their concurrence was this: 
That notwithſtanding the many events unfavourable to the 


„ common cauſe, the proſpect reſulting from the general 
“ ſituation of affairs has in many important . reſpects been 
% materially improved in the courſe of the preſent war.“ 


The firſt propoſition therefore to be proved wis, that on con- 


* 


ſidering the relative ſtate of the Belligerent Powers ſince the 
commencement-of the preſent war, notwithſtanding our re- 
verſes and diſappointments, the proſpect ariſing out of the 
general ſituation of affairs, had been materially improved. 
In the firit place, before he entered into any detail upon the 
ſubject, he begged leave to aſk, what was the period com- 
priſed in this propolition:? It included the ſpace between the 


opening of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, and the moment at 


which he was then ſpeaking. He wiſhed to aſk every candid 
man, with what feelings and with what expectatious they en- 


tered that Houle at the commencement of the laſt ſeihon? He 


then deſired them to aſk themſelves, what were their own 
impreſſions, and what was their belief of the general im- 


Preſſions of the country, with regard to general ſecurity, at 


the preſent moment, compared with what they were laſt 
- 2 He hoped the Gentlemen on the other ſide of the 


Houſe were not wholly forgetful what a melancholy picture 


they had formerly drawn of the ſituation of this country; 


| how deplorable, how dreadful, how unprecedented our cala- 


mitous ſituation was at the commencement of the laſt ſeſſion. 


They now ſeemed deſirous to forget thoſe exaggerated ftate- 


ments of laſt year, and to apply them to the preſent. He 


Hoped when a fair compariſon was made between theſe two 


periods, no candid man would ſuppole that he meant to inſult 


the 


1 
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the people of England, when he uſed the word ſatisfaction. 
He again declared, that on a general review of the ſtate of 
this country ten months ago, and at the moment when he was 
ſpeaking, he felt no ſmall degree of ſatisfaction. But, he 
ſaid, he muſt go ſomewhat farther, and muſt ſtate plain, diſ- 
tinct, and {lid grounds of ſatisfaction. He wiſhed to ob- 
ſerve, that there were eſſential objects, of which they might 

be deprived, and from the importance of which they had been 
led into the war. His grounds of ſatisfact on were theſe : 
Allowing for all the victories the enemy had gained in dif- 
| ferent quarters, allowing for every advantage they had ob- 
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doubt but he ſhould make out that propoſition to the ſatis- 
faction of every unprejuliced mind. At an early period of 
the Right Honourable Gentleman's ſpeech, he ſeemed for a 
conſiderable time to imagine that the only ground of ſatis- 
faction, which he (Mr. Pitt) had to ſtate, was, that the 
enemy was leis capable of carrying on the war on account of 
the want of ſubſiſtence, "Che Right Honourable Gentleman 
had alſo made a number of obſervations reſpecting the high "= 
price of grain at home. "This was a fubject to which, before 
he fat down he ſhould beg leave to call the attention of the 
Houſe. He did not mean to reſt ſolely on that ground of 
_ fatisfation which had been ſtated by the Right Honourable 
 Gentle:nan, It had been ſaid by him, * That the old 25 


% 


tained ; allowing alſo for all the calamities whatever which : ] 
might have befallen this country or our allies, he begged of 3 
the Houle to look at the preſent principles of the war, to ex- 0 
amine it in all its parts, and they would eaſily obſerve the 4 
rounds of his ſatisfaction, and the ſtate of our improvement. 'Y 
hey could not fail to perceive the enemy's reduced means w_ 

of proſecuting the war, The enemy was now in a ſituations | 4 
to give us fair proſpects of their being perhaps ſoon more 1 
capable of giving reaſonable ſecurity of engagements of 1 
peace. They were now in a ſituation in which they felt K i 
greater neceſſity for peace, and in which it was apparent they ö 
had a much ſtronger difpoſition for it. If he was right in * 
that propoſition, which he ſhould endeavour to prove, was it i 
to inſult the country to expreſs the ſatisfaction which he felt 5. 
from theſe circumſtances which he had juſt ſtated * Many | : 
obſervations which he meant to make in the illuſtration of the 4 
= fubject, had been moſt ably anticipated by his Noble Friend 1 
who moved the Addreſs, and by his Right Honourable "i 
Friend who ſeconded it. The firſt queſtion. that preſented "0 
itſelf, Mr. Pitt ſaid, was, whether or not the means of the 1 
enemy were reduced for carrying on the war. He had no 4 
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's of the depreciation of aſſignats was an argument of no 
& weight; that, conſidering the ſtate to which they were at 
cc ' preſent reduced, it was preciſely the ſame as if they had 
« been ten times lower; that they were equal to nothing; 
&« and that as the enemy had relaxed none of their military 
& operations on that account, it was the cleareſt proof they 
& could go on without them.” At the commencement of 
the laſt ſeſſion, the affignats had been truly ſtated by the Right 
Honourable Gentleman to be only about one fourth of their 
nominal value. When this old ſtory came now to be re- 
peated, it was this: — At the cammencement of the laſt 
| Sion of Parliament, the value of aſſignats was from 20 to 
25 per cent. At the preſent moment they were only one and 
an half per cent. viz. for one hundred aſſignats of nominal 
value, only one and an half were received; conſequently, 
they were now only about one ſixteenth of the value they 
were laſt year. There was therefore ſome variety in this old 
ſtory. There was a difference in the account, There was 
alſo an uniformity in this account, for every time he ſpoke of 
them there was a ſucceſſive depreſſion. The ſyſtem of terror 
produced miraculous effects on this ſubject. For the ſpace of 
a twelvemonth it kept aſſignats up at par. When that 
ſyſtem was deſtroyed, they returned to that ſtate of deprefſion 
in which it found them. They were at prefent only one 
ſixteenth part of the value they were at ten months ago. 
If any Gentleman ſhould aſk him what the conſequences of 
this great depreciation were, they were theſe ;——Suppoſe any 
individual in France, ten months ago had received any 
number of aſſignats as the price of his labour, or in payment 
for a debt, and that he had laid up thoſe affignats as the 
means of his future ſubſiſtence, he would find at this moment 
that they were only one ſixteenth part of the value of what 
they were at the commencement of the laſt ſeſſion. This 
was the ſtate of the private fortune of every individual in 
France. The prodigality of their ſyſtem forced into circu- 
lation between fix and ſeven milliards, which was equal to 
280 millions ſterling, and which was three or four times 
more than the amount of all the money in France in its 
richeſt ſtate, and which its commerce wanted for its circulat- 
ing medium. At that time theſe aſſignats produced the 
- higheſt degree ot difficulty and embarraſſment; and notwith= 
ſtanding all the advantages the French have gained during the 
courſe of the preſent year; notwithſtanding all the deductions 
that had been made, aſſignats were only equal to one ſixteentn 
part of their former va ue. This was confeſſed by every 
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man who had written in France ;—it was confeſſed by every 
man who had ſpoken in France ;—it was admitted by every 
man who thought in Europe. At preſent they had affignats 
in circulation to the incredible amount of 720 millions fterl- 
ing. The number of aſſignats was ſtill increaſing; fo that 
the repeated increaſe of new iſſues was to be added to that 
immenſe ſum. The enemy had therefore to face another 
campaign under theſe circumſtances. Suppoſing the other 
Powers of Europe were deſirous to put them to the hard ne- 
ceſſity of trying the experiment, he firmly believed in his con- 
ſcience that the prodigal reſources of their ſyſtem could not 
be fupported unleſs by the reſtoration of the ſyſtem of terror. 
Was he to conſider all theſe circumſtances as nothing? Moſt 
certainly not. But there were ſome favourable circumſtances 
in the ſituation of the enemy, and he had no defire to con- 
ceal them. He had no difficulty to ſtate the equivocal con- 
duct of the King of Pruſſia, The French could alſo 
diſband the two armies which they had withdrawn from two 
different quarters.of Spain, except in ſo far as thoſe armies 
had been employed by different diverſions. On account of 
the peace they had concluded with the King of Pruſſia, &c. 
they might be enabled to a certain degree to contend with a 
much ſmaller army than when they had to oppoſe the whole 
of the confederacy. Yet it muſt be obſerved, that for every 
pound ſterling that was formerly paid to each man in ſuch an 
army, they muſt give ſixteen pounds ſterling at the commence- 
ment of the preſent year. The depreciation of aſſignats was 
conſtantly encreaſing, and not only-encreafing, but encreaſing 
in a compound ratio of an enereaſing proportion. The only 
queſtion was, whether, as theſe aſſignats would very ſoon, in 
all probability, be totally inefficient, there were any other 
viſible means of maintaining their operations. It would 
certainly be very raſh in any man to hazard a decided opinion 
on this point. Without pretending to give ſuch an opinion 
on a ſubject ſo large and complicated, and where it was ex- 
tremely difficult to judge with preciſion on the general reſult 
of all circumſtances, he had no difficulty in ſtating, that he 
ſaw the greateſt perplexities ariſing from this depreſſion of 
aſſignats, pervading every individual in the State, and bring- 
ing nothing, as the French themſelves had ſaid, but miſery 


- 


and paper into every corner of the country. 
That circumſtance had been ſo preſſing upon every 
man in the country, that if they had had the means of ſub- 
ſtituting any other leſs dangerous and leſs waſteful, what 
eater neceſſity could there be for the application of ſuch a 
Vor. L ns.” remedy. 
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remedy. Every financier in every department of the govern- 
ment had declared, that the. ſafety of their Republic depended 
on the regular payment of the army. He faid he took this 
account of the ſubject from the records of France, He had 
taken it from the accounts of ſome of the moſt remarkable 
miniſters who had appeared during the different periods of the 
revolution; ſome of them had been removed from the ſitu- 
ation, and from the preſent fituation of France, it was pro- 
bable ſome of them might be reſtored. He obferved that 
theſe miniſters, at a time when aflignats were far ſhort of 
what they were at preſent, when the depreſſion was only one 
half of their nominal value, declared, that unleſs an inſtant 
remedy was applied, the moſt ſerious conſequences were to 
be apprehended ; and, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to raiſe 
the credit of theſe aſſignats by taking a number of them out 
of circulation, and giving ſecurity for the value of thoſe that 
remained. Mr. Pitt here obſerved, he was aſhamed of weary- 
ing the Houſe on a ſubje& that was ſo clear and obvious; 
but he hoped he ſhould be excuſed when it was recollected 
that it was extremely intereſting and important. Theſe re- 
ſources might laſt a little longer or a ſhorter time before they 
produced their final effect; but they had in them the ſeeds of 
decay, and the inevitable cauſe of a violent diſolution. As 
it might be aſked, what they had been able to propoſe. 
as a remedy, he wiſhed that every gentleman. in that Houſe 
had had an opportunity of peruſing a plan which had been 
publiſhed, three months ago, by a perſon of no inconſiderable 
abilities, M. Monteſquieu. According to him there were 
thirteen miliards of aſſignats in circulation, which were 
five milliards leſs than the Convention had fince acknow- 
ledged.. That made a difference of. no. leſs than two hun- 
dred million ſterling. That gentleman propoſed two things 
firſt, to take out of circulation an immenſe part of thoſe. 
aſſignats, and to give a ſolid and adequate pledge to the pub- 
lic, in order to ſecure thoſe that remained in circulation being 
at par. That circumſtance would enable them te carry on 
the war with vigour. He ſaid it would carry him too far to 
enter into a detail of this plan; but every man muſt be ſatis- 
fied of the deſperate ſtate of that country, when they heard 
the nature of the remedy. They propoſed taking out of cir- 
culation 1500 millions of livres, by appropriating for money 
which had not yet been received of thoſe who had purchaſec 
of the public the eſtates of the emigrants, and other lands 
which had been confiſcated. In other words, thoſe aſſignats 
were to be diſcharged by bad debts. The pledge 82 to 
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them was, that on an average they were to receive in land 
one fifth part of their valve, and if the rents ſhould not be paid 
them, they were to receive intereſt for their paper. But it 
was obſervable, that that paper was not transferable from 
hand to hand, as was the caſe with the ſtocks in this country. 
Such then was the ſtate of France, where ſuch a remedy had 
been propoſed, and that remedy to this hour had never been 
applied. In the laſt days of the Convention another plan was 
propoſed. A few days ago, Vernier propoſed as a remedy, that 
the plates ſhould be deſtroyed, and it was decreed that no more 
ſhould: be iſſued, provided other means could be found to 
carry on the war. To ſupply the place of aſſignats, metallic 
pieces were to be introduced into circulation; but it was not. 
explained whether theſe were to paſs for more than their in- 
trinſic value, which if they did they were only metallic aſſig- 
nats inſtead of affignats made of paper. If thoſe metallic 
pieces were to paſs at their value, no mention was made how 
they were to be procured. They had given no information 
how precious metals to that immenſe extent were to be ob- 
tained. It was unneceſſary for him to ſtate how a nation deſ- 
titute of ſpecie, and of the precious metals could procure them. 
A nation deſtitute of gold and filver could only procure thoſe 
precious metals in exchange for the exportation of thoſe pro- 
ductions tt had raifed from its own foil, after leaving at home 
ſufficient for its neceſſary conſumption ; and after procuring all 
the other articles of conſumption, which its own ſoil did not 
produce, The eternal law of things proved that this was the 
only mode of procuring the precious metals, Their com- 
merce was ruined. - What was loſt 'by the deſtruction of the 
commerce of their colonies, of the Levant, and the loſs of 
their internal manufactures, particularly thoſe of Lyons, had 
been eſtimated at many millions ſterling. The cauſes of 
their neceſſary importation were alſo to be taken into the ac- 
count. He was ready to admit their ſucceſſes on the Rhine. 
At firſt view, it appeared impoſſible they could have faced the 
Auſtrian army which was fo formidable in that quarter. He 
admitted, and admitted with feelings of regret, their having 
been enabled to make ſo calamitous a uſe of the advantages 
they had obtained. The expedition to Quiberon- bay, and 
the hard fate of the unfortunate emigrants who were fighting 
for him whom they conceived to be their lawful monarch, 
was to be conſidered by us as a calamity, independent of its 
effects. Every man's perſonal feelings were intereſted in 
that event: every man in that Houſe, and in the country, 
who were poſſeſſed of the principles of loyalty and honour, 
muſt feel regret, He ſaid he would admit the enemy had 
et ES IO re Li been 
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been only kept on the defenſive on the fide of Italy; but he 
muſt delice the Houſe to look at the enemy during the courſe. 
of the preſent campaign, and they would clearly ſe, that 
notwithſtanding the diminiſhed number of their opponents, and 
though their ſucceſſes were great and many, the internal 
ſituation of France was moſt wretched and deplorable. They 
had not made their attempt to croſs the Rhine till almoſt the 
cloſe of the campaign. It was not eaſy to find any other 

cauſe for that but that they had relaxed in their energy. It 


was difficult to conceive how their vaſt machinery. could be 


directed, or how the power of the ſtate could be ſupported 
without affignats, If they were taken out of circulation, 
they could not command the labour of their own ſubjects 
either for civil or military operations. - Although this cir- 
cumſtance had not as yet produced its effect, it was evidently 
approaching towards it. The inſtruments of government in 
Frube were ſo numerous, that in any other country they 

would form a nation. There was another thing worthy of 
remark, that to many perſons employed by the ſtate, they 
had been obliged to allot > number of articles of neceſſity 
in kind. What would be the next point, when they 
were obliged to hold out imperfect means of ſubſiſtence to 
a ſucceſsful and victorious army? They had been compelled 

to add one- ſeventh in money to the daily pay of their ſoldiers, 

who received by that means ten times equal the amount of 
their pay in aſſignats. He directed the attention of the 
Houſe to conſider the effect of that meaſure. No ſooner had 


it been adopted in the French armies, than it was attended 


with this conſequence, that a ſoldier found himſelf a richer 
man than his officer. He hoped he had not waſted the time 
of the Houſe by ſtating theſe obſervations, which ſeemed 
fully to confirm all the reaſonings and ſpeculations he had 
formed on the ſubject. Taking therefore into the account all 
the victories obtained by France, and alſo their external glory 
of foreign acquiſitions; when he conſidered the ſtate of their 
juternal reſources, and their inability to carry on the war for 
another campaign, he had no doubt but the Eaton of things 
was materially improved. OO On Nr orgs 
Mr. Pitt ſaid he muſt be very ſhort on thoſe articles which 
ſtill remained. If the enemy had entertained the idea they 
were under a greater neceſſity, from the ſituation of their 
affairs, to procure peace, they would naturally have a ſtronger. 
diſpoſition to obtain it. He contended, that all theſe circum- 
ſtances evidently aroſe out of the preſent ſituation of France; 


| which led him to obſerve, that the proſpect of the preſent. 
ſituation of affairs in France might afford mere reaſonable. 
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means of effecting peace with ſecurity. Such were the pre- 


ſent diſpoſitions, the preſent principles profeſſed, and acted 


upon in France, as they appeared from recent tranſactions, 


compared with any other period ſince the Revolution. The 


new conſtitution of France, if it has been put into activity at 


all, had only been adopted a few hours ago, and therefore 


it would be better to wait a little before they pronounced on 
that conſtitution. But, in the mean time, he deſired the 
— Houſe to conſider the manner in which that conſtitution 

had been uſhered into the world, There wer certainly 
many circumſtances in the preſent ſituation of France, fa- 
vourable for a diſpoſition to treat for peace, though it might 


ſill be made a queſtion, whether there were enough to make 


it adviſeable or practicable for us to treat. They now uni- 
verſally reprobated that ſyſtem of oppreſſion under which 
they had ſo long groaned. They alfo now exprefled their de- 


teſtation, execration, and abhorrence of that ſyſtem of go- 


vernment which in this country had met with ſuch enthuſiaſtic 
applauſe. The new conſtitution had been uſhered in with a 
denunciation of all the other ſyſtems of government which 
had been deviſed in the courſe of the revolution. They had 
examined into many of them with a philoſophical accuracy; 


into the cauſes of many of thoſe unparalleled horrors from 


which they had drawn many uſeful leſſons. This was the 
only chance of convincing them that a ſafe and honourable 
peace could not be built on any of thoſe baſeleſs theories, 


which were formerly fo much reliſhed in France. They 
ſeemed now to be fſatished that they muſt renounce their 
deſperate projects, and build a ſyſtem of peace on more ſolid 
and durable grounds. Formerly France made a government 
not only for France, but which they contended was the only 


lawful government, and which was to be adopted throughout 


Europe. It was ſtill a queftion with him, whether the 
French could put in execution that ſyſtem of government 


and that conſtitution which they had decreed. 'I'he Right 


Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him wiſhed to convince 


3 the Houſe that we ought to announce our weakneſs without 
the delay of twenty-four hours, He ſaid he ſhould be ſin- 


cCerely defirous of peace, the firſt moment it could be ob- 
_ tained with ſecurity and honour to the country. The Right 
Honourable Gentleman had faid, the King's miniſters were 
not ſincere in profeſſing a defire for peace. He ſaid he was 


willing to ſubmit to the imputation of inſincerity; to any 
imputation, however harſh, rather than to ſue for a peace that 


muſt inevitably bring diſgrace and difcredit on the country. 


Mr, Pitt obſerved, that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
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in quoting his Majeſty's Speech had not attended very par- 
ticularly to the words. The Right . Honourable Gentle- 
man had endeavoured to ſhew an inconſiſtency between his 
Majeſty's Speech at the concluſion of the laſt Seflion, and 
the Speech that had been delivered from the Throne that 
day. He ſhould therefore move that the particular parts of 
both Speeches might be read. They were read accordingly, 
after which he pointed out their conſiſtency with great accuracy 
and abiliry.] He ſaid he did not with to blink ary part of the 
queſtion, whether the new Conſtitution would be put in 
motion exactly in the form in which it was decreed, whether 
it would be put off, or what events might ho,ve happened, he 
was ſure he could not pretend to foreſee. - - X 
“ That Conſtitution,” ſaid Mr. Pitt, “ in the form in 


„which it has been decreed, may have been examined, and 


«© may have been put in activity with ſuch acquieſcence of 
ce the nation, as to enable their repreſentatives to ſpeak on 
<« behalf of the people of France; and 1 have no difficulty 
<«< in ſaying, if that event ſhould have faken place, from that 


& time all objections to the form of th at Government, and to 
4 the principles of that Government--=all objections to them 


as obſtacles to negociation will be at an end. I will allo 
« ſtate, with the fame frankneſs, that ſhould that be the 

<« termination, whether it will then lead to the iſſue of com- 
« petent ſecurity, and a reaſon ible ſatisfaction to this 
country, mult depend on the terms. If, under thoſe 
„ circumitances, by any precipitate: and premature deſire for 
peace, from any diſpoſition to un der- rate our real ſtrength, 


or any want of fortitude to bear what I admit to be real 


„ difficulties; if we ſhould overlocik the ten thouſand times 
«© more complicated diſtreſs of the enemy, and put an end to 
the advantages they give us, for obtaining peace on juſt 
« and ſuitable terms, that would in my opinion be the moſt 
« fatal event that could poſſibly ha pp enn. 
The only queſtion, as he had juiſt ſtated, would then be, 


whether the terms of peace were ſu ch as we ought to accept. 


He ſaid he would frankly own, th at the iſſue of this conteſt 
would be: much leſe ſatisfactory: than it would have been, if 
the different powers of Europe h ad not been more or leſs 
wanting to their own and our eſſemtial intereſts. He ſhould 
regret it for ever. If peace with the preſent Government of 
France ſhould be the determination of the buſineſs, he ſhould: 
regret that the efforts and reſources of the principal nations of 
Europe, contending againſt a cor intry in a temporary delirium, 
and expoſing others to deſtruction, had not been more ous | 
8 ct 5 oully 
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ouſly and effectually employed, for the purpoſe of reſtoring 
ſocial order, exiled law, morality and religion. But being 
under the neceſſity of ſubmitting to thoſe things which he 
could not controul, he was diſpoſed to look with gratitude to 
the many favourable circumftances which then exiſted. If 
we were but true to ourſelves, much might yet be done for 

the honour and ſecurity: of the country. Much had been 

done to deftroy thoſe deſtructive principles that had fo long 
_ prevailed in France, and laid waſte that fine country. The 
reſources of a brave and free people, living under a mild and 
well-regulated government, and ſupported by individual in- 
duſtry, were infinite. They had enabled us to defray the 
heavy expences of the war in which we were engaged, while 
France had been living on the capital of the country. After 
the payment of our taxes, though in ſome degree burthen- 
ſome, every man in this iſland, could fay his perſonal ſafety, 
his perſonal liberty, and private ary were {zcure, under 
the protection of the law. In France, all the natural 
rights of mankind had been groſsly violated. He hoped no 
man would accuſe him of not having been ſufficiently ex- 
iCtt, ut 3 OS 
5 Another charge that had been brought againſt his Majeſty's 
miniſters was, that they had formerly promiſed to make peace, 
and they had violated that promiſe. Thoſe who urged it, in- 
ſiſted that France was capable throughout the whole war, of 
maintaining the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity with 
other nations, in as much as ſhe actually maintained them 
with America, Sweden, Denmark, &c. That, therefore, 
was brought as a proof that ſhe would have maintained thoſe 
relations with us. But, was it true that France had main 
_ tained her neutrality with thoſe countries? In America, ſome of 
the ſubjects of France had endeavoured to excite a conſpiracy, 
The innocent Republic of Geneva had not been taken notice 
of; but the French interfered with her government. The King 
of Pruſſia, &c. had alſo made peace-yith the French Republic 
during the courſe of the laſt Seffiohſh and as they had con- 
ducted themſelves with propriety towards that Monarch, 
hence it was contended, that if there had been a general 
peace, they would have obſerved the ſame line of conduct. 
But did it follow, becauſe the French did not attack the 
King of Pruſſia, when they were moſt warmly employed, 
witch all their other enemies, that they would have paid the 
fame degree of attention to a general peace, hen they were 
contriving ways and means, how they ſhould ſubliſt from 
day to day, and from week to week they were in a moſt un- 
. | | favourable 
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favourable ſituation, for breaking their treaty with the King 
of Pruſſia, But if there had been a general peace, then it 
was natural to expect they would indulge their favourite 
paſſions of reſentment, ambition, or momentary caprice, to 
which a military Republic might be ſuppoſed to be liable. 
From the circumſtances of the Elector of Hanover making 
peace with France, it was ſaid he muſt have been convinced 
they were capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations of 
amity and peace; — and therefore, why does not he, as King 


of Great Britain, follow the ſame line of conduct. Before 


any gentleman could pretend to argue from Hanover to 
Great Britain there muſt be a ſtrong gn in the ſituation 
of the two countries. The territory of Hanover being but 
comparatively weak, and being expoſed to preſſing, and im- 
mediate dangers it was natural for him to prefer peace to a 
more preſſing danger, than a country more remote, and with 
refources not to be compared to thoſe of England. "Theſe 
two countries, however, could not follow the ſame rule of 


peaes and war, unleſs they were determined to deſert all hu- 


man prudence, and renounce all the principles of plain ſenſe. 


The rules and forms of that Houſe forbad every member to 


conſider the acts of the King of Great Britain any other than. 
as the acts of his miniſters. After a little experience in the 


new Conſtitution of France, nothing in his judgment in the 
form of that Conſtitution would be an obſtacle to a Treaty, 


He here obſerved, that he had been obliged to deviate from 
the circumſtances with which he ſet out The French had 
a greater neceſſity for peace, and therefore had ſtronger diſ- 
politions for it. The Right Honourable Gentleman had 


told them, there was a ftrong diſpoſition for peace laſt year. 
_ That, however, was a queſtion of memory. The Right 


Honourable Gentleman told the Houſe he did not wiſh to 
deal in encomiums on conſtitutions of which he had no ex- 
perience. That Right Honourable Gentleman, however, on 
a former occaſion was not quite ſo cautious, when he broke 
out upon that glorious fabric of human wiſdom, which con- 


ſidſted of little more, as the French themſelves had admitted, 


than ſubverſion. He now hoped the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman had borrowed ſomething of their doubt and heſitation. 
They had learned important leſſons from the misfortunes they 
ſuffered; and he truſted the Right Honourable Gentleman 
would be ſatisfied with having ſeen them in France, without 
wiſhing to have them tried near home. „ 
Whether this new conſtitution contained in it hoſtility and 


- 


/ 
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be judged of from the foundation on which it reſted, and the 


elements of which it was compoſed. , If it was applied to a 
nation exhauſted, the neceſſity of peace muſt ſuperſede every 


other eonſideration. The principles of it may admit of ſolid 


and internal permanence in any treaty that might be formed, 


and it might be able to give good ſecurity that it will not be 


violated, It had been ſaid, all the good that had been got in 
the war was opinions. He did not admit that opinions were 
all that was got, though they were no ſmall part. The 


Hon. Gentleman had obſerved on the folly and injuſtice of 
making war upon opinions. He denied that he had made 


war on private opinions, for the purpoſe of extirpating them. 
The French contended that they alone, among the nations 
of Europe, had the only lawful government. If we had ſub- 

dued the malignity of that opinion, we had vindicated our- 


ſelves and Europe from the greateſt dangers. So much, 


then, for this great political conſideration. ©» 


© 


* 


e came next to another queſtion, on which any practical 
deciſion might be difficult, he meant the ſenſe of thoſe inter- 


nal difficulties his Majeſty deeply deplored - the high price of 


corn. He agreed with the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
that nothing was more difficult as a ſubject of legiſlation. 

It was moſt important, and required the immediate attention 
of the Houſe, in order to get an accurate knowledge of the 
{tate of the country, and to ſee if poſſibly any meaſure could 
be adopted for relieving his Majeſty's ſubjects from the heavy 

preſſure under which they now laboured, and for preventing 
ſimilar calamities in future, According to the beſt informa- 
tion government were in poſſeſſion of laſt year, when it was 
mentioned in the Houſe, there was no reaſon to apprehend 


that grain would have ariſen to. ſuch a price. One cir-' 
cumſtance that contributed to it, was the «circumſtance of 
the lateneſs of the laſt harveſt, by which means there. was 4 


difference of near one month's conſumption; This had been. 


| ſpoken, of as ſolely owing to the war. Gentleman talked of 
great quantities of corn that had been ſent abroad for ſupply- . 


ing our flects and armies. He ſhould not then enter inte a 


detail on the ſubject. Such obſervations might be attended 
with the moſt pernicious confequences, and before ſuch re- 


marks were made, gentlemen would do well to inform them- 


ſelves how much grain had been removed from domeſtic... 


conſumption, how much grain had been imported, and how: 


many ſhips loaded with grain had been ſtopped, and which in 


time of peace would have gone to other countries; He 


hoped to hear no more of ſuch obſervations within thoſe walls, 
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as they might come too near the ſentiments of certain people 
without doors. One gentleman ſeemed to have forgot that he 


was within doors, and whoſe opinions were ſuch as could not 


have any place within thoſe walls. 5 
He concluded by obſerving that his Majeſty” s miniſters 


would uſe every means in their power for reducing the high 


price of grain, and for rendering the lituation of the poor 
more comfortable, | 

Mr. Fox in exolanation aſked: whether it was s poſſible. that 
any perſon in that Houſe, except the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman, could ſo far miſtake or miſconſtrue his ſentiments, 
as to ſuppoſe that he could with an inſurrection in this coun- 


try? He believed not. He next adverted to the quotation, 


which, whether the words were © that affairs have led to a 
criſis,” or were verging to a criſis, appeared nearly para- 
mount. . As to the capability of the French to maintain peace 
and amity, he had borrowed his expreſſion from the Journals 
of that Houſe, where it ſeemed a government was always 


deemed admifflible for treaty or negociation, when it had been 


found to have maintained peace and amity with foreign na- 
tions. All this applied to the Elector of Hanover; for, if it 
was a general propoſition, it related as much to him as to the 
King of Great Britain. As to what he had obſerved that the 
depreciation of aſſignats was an old ſtory, he meant that no 
fair argument could be deduced from that of the abſolute de- 
ſtruction of the French affairs, which was contrary to expe- 

rience in America directly, and as far as it goes, inaſmuch as 
the French armies have notwithſtanding never yet relaxed. 


Neither had the Emigtants in Quiberon Bay, nor the Auſ- 
- trians in Germany, been able to ſucceed againſt them, not- 


withſtanding this amazing; depreciation, nor would they have 
been much happter even though they had been told that Mr. 
Pitt, the Chancellor of the Exchequer in England, declared 
the French had no army, becauſe they had-no money to ſup- 
port it. As the Right Honourable Gentleman had not faid 


much upon the amendment he hoped it was da nr Ag 


in its {tructure. 
Mr. Sheridan explained, that the Right Honourable 85 
tleman, by quibbling on the word government, in a comment 


on one of his paſſiges, had implied that he was defirous to 
adopt a new conſtitution. He knew not upon what prin- 


Ciple it was that the Right Honourable Gentleman imagined 
the exiſtence of his adminiſtration, and the exiſtence of the 
conſtitution, to be the fame thing. Mr. Sheridan enter- 


tained ſuch oppolite N that he looked upon the total 


annihilation 
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annihilation of the Right Honourable Gentleman's authority 


to be the happieſt thing that could PE happen to the Con- 


ſticution of this country. 
| ME5SAGE FROM THE LORDS. 


Two Maſters in Chancery waited upon ho Houſes re- 
quiring its attendance to a conference with the Houle of 


Peers. 


The Speaker informed the Houſe, that this meſſage was in- 
formal and irregular, as it had always been the uſual practice 
of either Houſe of Parliament, when it requeſted a conference 


with the other Houſ®, to ſtate upon what ſubject the con- 
ference was requeſted. 


The Chancel or of the Exchequer moved, that their Lordſhi * 


be delired to communicate the ſame. 


Mr. F,x thought it very ext aordinary when Wen were 


ſo tenaciouſly adhered to in ſo many inſtances, that they 


ſhould be neglected in this, and wiſhed particularly that at 


ſuch a time and in ſuch circumſtances, ſome meaſure would 


be adopted to ſhew their conſtituents, that their repreſenta- 
tives had neither loft their dignity nor independence. 


The Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that many inſtances 


occurred upon the journals of ſimilar incidents, one of which 
happened in the Seſfon of 1641, when upon the remonſtrance 


of the Commons, the Peers ſtated in their ſecond Meflage, 


that a preſent conference was requeſted, and this was judged 


admiſſible. The other happened on the 22d of March, 1678, 


when the remonſtrance of the Commons was hed” in 


_ ſtronger language. A motion being made and ſeconded the 


ſame language was adopted. 

In the interval, Mr, Wilberforce expreſſed his bertel 
concurrence with his Right Honourable friend in the Ad- 
diefs, the reaſons for Which he ſhould give at a future op- 
portuaity. 

The Houſe then divided upon Mr. Fox's Amendment, 

For the Addrefs © 240 | 

| For the Amendment 50 
| A ſhort debate had taken piace between Mr. Mindbam and 
Mr. Fox, upon the commitment of the Addreſs. Mr. ind 
ham, had retired for ſome refreſhment, which the heat of the 
Houſe rendered neceſſary, and found upon his return, that he 
had thereby been excluded from making any reply to the ob- 
ſervations of the evening, as well as giving his vote upon the 
queſtion, He, however: cenfured Mr, Fox's panegyric upon 
the EPO” of 1789, as well as his approbation of the 

Fes | | | deſtruction 
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deſtruction of the family of Bourbon, and inſinuated, that 
Mr. Fox had a * for making conſtitutional experi- 
ments. 
Mr. Fox replied, that he did rejoice at the deſtruction of © 
the family of the Bourbons, becauſe that family had always 
been inimical to the intereſts of this country and intrigued 
againſt it. He rejoiced moreover, becauſe. he thought it 
would be a fortunate event for this country, As to the ex- 
periments which he had made, he withed to know what they 

were, unleſs the Right Honourable Gentleman alluded to his 
co-operation with him in a plan for a parliamentary reform, 
which he acknowledged he had done, and would do again, if 
ever the Right Honourable Gentleman ſhould propoſe any 
plans of a ſimilar nature. He ſaid he was no projector, but 
loved the conſtitution better from its practice than its theory, 
from which it ſometimes departed; and, ſince his conduct 
was ſuch, he did not know what the Right Gentleman could 

mean by his infinuation. For the reſt of what had been 
mentioned that evening, relative to the ſpeedy proſpect of 
peace, he ſhouid wait to know what happened at Paris, and 

obtain ſomething more, ſubſtantial and authentic. 

Mr. Nindbam and Mr. Fox again explained ; when the 
Addreſs was ordered to be committed, and preſented by Lord 
Dalkeith, Mr. Stewart, 2 ay gentlemen of his Majeſty 8 
Privy Een 
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MESS AGE FROM THE LORDS. 


The Maſters in Chancery returned with a meſſage from 
the Lords defiring a preſent conference on a ſubject relative 
to the ſafety of his Majeſty, and the honour and cignity of 
Parliament. 

The Chancellor + the Brchequor then moved that managers 
be choſen to attend. | 

The Managers being returned from the conferrence. with 
the Lords, 

Ar. Secretary Dundas reported that they had held a con- 
ſerrence with the Lords, in which they had been informed 

that their Lordihips, i in conſequence of having examined the 
ſeveral perſons named, had agreed to addreſs his Majeſty as 
ſtated in the proceedings of the Lords, and that they deſired 
the concurrence of that Houſe in the Addreſs. 

Tre Sheaker ſaid that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
having only ſtated the names of the perſons examined, and 
not the ſubſtance of their evidence, which in point of ſtrict order | 
oughy t to by before the Houle, before they concurred in the 
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Addreſs, he had to ſuggeſt that there were two ways in which 
the evidence might come regularly before them. The 
firſt was by examining ths witneſſes at their own bar, and 
the other by requeſting that the Lords would lay before them 
minutes of the evidence as delivered at. their bar. Either of 
- theſe might be adopted as the Houſe thought fit. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, as he believed there 
was but one wiſh in the Houte on this important affair, he 
had no doubt but they would deem the latter mode the 
moſt expeditious, and therefore moved to that effect; and 


that Lord Mornington be {ent with the Meſſage—which be- 


ing agreed to 
Tord Mornington went out, and returning almoſt inſtantly, 
reported, that in obedience to the orders of that Houſe, he 


had. hook up with the Meſſage to the Houſe of Lords, but 


found that their Lordſhips had adjourned. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that this 


Meſſage be taken into conſideration the next day.—Or- 

dered. | 
— cen 5 the Exchequer, after a ſhort preface 
acroſs the table, moved, That the Houſe: reſolve itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration 
the prefent high price of Cory, —Ordered. | | 

Adjourned : at half 125 twelve. T 
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LIST or THE MINORITY. 


Antonie, Lee, Eſg. Jervoiſe, C. Jervoiſe, Eſq. 
Aubrey, Sir John, Bart. Kempe, Thomas, Eſq. 
Baring, Sir F. | Long, Samuel, Eſq. 

Baring, John, Efq. Lechmere, Edmoad, Eſq. 
Bouverie, Edward, Eiq. . M JLeod, General 
Burch, J. R. Eig. | Milne, Sir William WH 

Byng, George, 3 North, Dudley, Eſq. 2 
Chüren, . E.. Pierſe, Henry, Eſq. - Sy 

Coke, H. W. Eſq.” Plumer, William, Eſq. 

Coke, Edwar), E Powlett, Powleit, Eſq. . 

Courtenay, John, Ek: Rawdon, Hon. John. 

Creſpigny, T. C. Eg. Ruſſel, Lord Johnn 
Crewe, John, Eſq. _ Ruflel, Lord William 

Curwen, J. C. Eſq. 1 Scudamore, John, Eſ g. 

Dundas, Charles, Eq. | Sheridan, Right Hon. R. B. 

Erſkine, Hon. Thamis + Sway, Cunliffe, Efq. 

F eatherſtonhaugh, Sir H. Smith, William, Eq. 


* 1 Right Fon R. Spencer, Lord Robert | 
F letcher, 


2 
* 1 
* * 


% 
. 2 
———— 


«4 * 
1 r 
Le L PR OL WY * 
x EF os He ge gr 
5 * ” n 
0 * . 8 


5 * . 
R rea ao CT R 
— Sea Cr a 
2 — — 2 — - ö > FINELY e wr , 
— 8 © = e 1 "IP r * enn y Baia oe, . 13 » 
r c ˙ lil ˙—tin! ae NS] Ns r Or i Era met go, 
IE : To — r 2 4 NN 4 4 * __ 'R, * * 
Q LE IE 2 vu es Cv . N 2 
3 £2 nels ut L o 


—— — 
1 


——— 


| 54 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxyss 


Fletcher, Sir H. St. John, St. Andrew, Eig. 
Francis, Philip, Eig. Iuaylor, Clement, Eſq. 
Fox, Hon. J. C. Tarleton, General 
Folkes, P. M. B. Eg. Thompſon, Thomas, Eſq. 
Glover, Richard, Eſq. Townſhend, Lord John 
Fare, James, Eg. Weſtern, C. C. Eſq. - 
Harcourt, John, Eq,  Winnington, Sir Edward 
Harriſon, John, Eſq. Wyndham, P-C. Eſq. 
Honey wood, Filmer, Eſq. 155 Wilbraham, R. Eſq. 
Howard, Henry, Eſq. LEED TELLERS.: 
Huſſey, Samuel, Eſq. Grey, Charles, Eſq. 25 
Jekyll, Joſeph, Eſg. Gy Whitbread, Samuel, Eiq. 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Fray, Oaoler 30. | ONES 


The: order of the day being called for, the ſpeech which 
his Majeſty delivered the preceding wy from the throne was 
read. 

The Earl of AHunt Ba roſe to move an Addreſs to 
his Majeity, His Lordihip began with acknowledging a 


full conſciouſneſs of his inability. to do juſtice to the ſubject, 1: 


and that he ſhould have to claim all their Lordſhips indulgence, 
Many events, his Lordſhip obſerved, had taken place on the 
_ continent ſince the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, to which the 
attention of the Houſe would, no doubt, be directed. The 
acceſſion of the United Provinces to F rance was an impor- 
tant one, but ſuch was the ſuperiority of our navy, that with 
that acceſſion the enemy could not act againſt us. On the 
banks of the Rhine the enemy, it appeared, had been formi- 
Cable only when they had not been oppoſed ; when oppoſition 
Was offered to them, we had to obſerve with pleaſure, that 
they had been conſiderably checked, ſo much ſo, that there 
was but little apprehenſion now from that quarter. In Italy 


their tireatened invaſion had been prevented, and their army 


had been repulſed. We had the campleat maſterſhip of the 


ſea, ſo much fo, that we had hardly any enemy to contend 


with. The deſtruction of the commerce of the French,; 
the ruin of their credit, and the depreciation of their afighats, | 
made up ſuch a total of diſtreſs as left them no hope to be 


able to continue the conteſt much longer. [His Lordſhip 


* a ſnort, but comprebenſive hiſtor) of the paper cur- 
Z | | |  Jency 
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rency of the F rench. ] When the aſſignats were firſt iſſued, 
which was in the year 1790, the whole amount, he. reminded 
their Lordſhips, was fixed by the National Aſſembly at 
forty-eight millions ſterling, and the whole ſpecis of France 
was then eighty-eight millions ſterling, The whole amount 
now of their paper was upwards of "eight times the amount 
of their ſpecie when at its higheſt, The louis d'or was at 
the price of 1600 livres in aſſignats: ſo that upon a moderate 
computation it would coſt the French to carry on the war 
for another year, a ſum equal to fourteen hundred millions 
ſterling in affignats ;—by this calculation it was impoſſible 
= conceive how they can long continue the war. 
Another ground of conſolation to us, his Lordſhip faid, 
was, that the ſyſtem on which they had hitherto proceeded 
was nearly at an end. A ſyſtem which once threatened de- 
ſtruction to all Europe. Their new conſtitution was found- 


ed upon a much better principle, for by it property was re- 


ſtored to conſequence. Of this conſtitution, however he 
would not pretend to predict any thing; it mult be left to 


experience and the teſt or time; it was however clear from 


it that the old ſyſtem which led to ſuch havock was abandon- 
ed. It was from conſiderations of this kind, that his Ma- 
jeſty had been pleaſed to declare from the throne, his readineſs 
to treat with any form of government in France upon ſuit- 


able terms, and he had no doubt but that his Majeſty would 


be willing to treat with any government that wore the ap- 
pearance "of durability. Peace was. undoubtedly deſirable: 
your however much we might wiſh for peace, we muſt prepare. 


or war, and this was chiefly to be done by continuing our 


| naval ſuperiority z and it was matter of great conſolation to 
us, that ſhould we be compelled to continue the conteſt, our 

reſources were ſtill great, while thoſe of the FOO were now 
almoſt entirely exhauſted. 


The laſt object in his Majeſty's gracious ſpeech from the | 
throne, his Lordſhip obſerved, was the dearneſs of corn. A 
ſubject highly important to tlic public at large, but parti- 

cularly to the poor, and upon this we. could not but feel 
ſentiments of gratitude towards his Majeity, for his paternal 


goodneſs in recommending to his parliament to apply them- 
ſelves to this ſubject, Tney ſhould earneſtly endeavour 10 
_ remedy this grievance, to prevent monopoly, and put a ſtop 
to unfair dealing in that article in particular, ſo as effectually 
to relieve the crying diſtreſſes of the poor. His Lordſhip 
concluded with moving an Addreſs to his ene in the 
uſual | | 
TI 
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Lord Walf, ingham ſeconded the Addreſs. _ 
He ſaid, it was a frequent cuſtom in that Houſe for the 
| perſon who ſeconded” the Addreſs to reſt the queſtion in a 
great meaſure on the argument of the noble Lord who axe 
| it. | | 
That theie never was an tf og! on which more reliance 5 
might be placed than upon the opening of his noble Friend, 
who bad moſt fully and ably explained to the Houſe the ob 
ject and the principles of the Addreſs, which he brought; 
forward for their conſideration. 
And therefore he ſhould: have been ſatisfied? to let the 
ſubject reſt where it was, if it was not reckoned a fort of 
reſpect to the motion and to the Houſe to fay 1 | 
| * upon the queſtion, | 
His Lordſhip obſerved, that the object of the Addreſs was | 
to thank the King for the various communications contained + 
in his Majeſty's Speech, and to expreſs the entire concurrence 
of the Houſe at their general tendeney and reſult. 
That the Houſe could not but feel ſatisfaction at being told/ | 
of the general improvement which his Majeſty found in the 
proſpect of our affairs, and in the 8 inſtances Aude 
to in the Speech. f 
That their Lordſhips muſt feel ſtin more fatjafied with reſpect: 
to France, inaſmuch as it now appeared that they had not been 
led away by vain and deluſive hopes, but that all that had 
been foretold ſeemed to be now literally and ſtrictly coming 
to paſs: namely, that theſe fluctuating governments upon 
which they have from time to time been endeavouring ta 
eſtabliſh themſelves could be of. no Tong: duration; but muſk! 
Soon moulder away. 
And accordingly it was now notorious how thueh by had 
| Liffered in their commerce and in their marine, that their 
internal government, and above all their finances, were 
more and more diſordered every day, that their people having 
no confidence in them yielded them no obedience, but were 
diſunited amongſt themſelves, and were looking out for new 
rulers; that great events ſeemed to be impending, and a 
great criſis ſeemed to be fait approaching, 3 
Now, what was the uſe which was made of this peer 
of 1 * Inſtead of availing our ſelves of this depreflion-of 
the enemy to carry on the war upon a ſpirit of national 
- vengeance, and to "proſecute it under any circumſtances: at 
all events, and to any entent, as it had been induſtriouſſy 
_ circulated it was intended to do; ;- inſtead of that his Majeſty 


took the eariclt may of pledgiog himſelf from his 
| Throne 
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Throne to his Parliament, his People, and to all Europe, 


that as ſoon as ſuch a criſis ſhould take place, and that a 
ſettled government ſhould be formed, and that under that 


ſettled government a fair proſpect ſhould be offered of a ſafe 
and honourable peace, his Majeſty will meet it with the 
finceteſt diſpoſition to treat upon juſt and ſuitable terms, that 
is, upon ſuch terms as will give to the country the real 
benefits of peace without the expence and burthens of a war, 
and without the danger of being compelled to an immediate 
or early renewal of it. | | 


That he was ſure their Lordſhips were all Ferons 2 Fi 
e avoided 


one point, namely, that nothing was more to 
than a temporary patched up peace, which could tend only to 
cripple the finances and the trade of the country, without 


leaving the means of improving the one or the other; or of 


eſtabliſhing that ſort of confidence between nation and 
nation, which is neceſlary for the ſecurity and ſupport of their 
whole political ſyſtem. _ | HT. 


Nor could it be too often inculcated, that by two much x: 


_ eagerneſs and too much impatience for peace, it would 
retard and not accelerate the great object which every bod 
had in view, and therefore it never could be expected that 
in the preſent moment, when by dint of exertion and expence 
the army and the navy of this country were at their higheſt 
ſtate of ſuperiority, the executive government ſhould lay by 
and wait for events, inftead of proſecuting the war with the 
_ utmoſt yigour and energy as the ſureſt means of commanding 
peace. 8 5 : | | | 
f That one thing was moſt certain, that it could not be the 


intereſt of any deſcription of men whatever, to proſecute the 


war a moment longer than the neceſſity of the caſe indiſ- 
penſibly called for it, Jeaſt of all could it be the intereſt of 


 miniſters.to do ſo, they have great reſponſibility attached to 


their ſituations; they are expoſed to endleſs vexations and 
diſappointments 3 their taſk is an invidious and an unthank- 
ful one; but if from conſiderations of their own eaſe and 
political ſecurity, they were to give way too ſoon, they would 


ſacrifice the intereſts of the country, they would betray the 


truſt that is repoſed in them, and they would forfeit the con- 
fidence of the Parliament and of the nation. 


If then the proſecution of, the war in the preſent moment 
cannot be diſpenſed with, where is the quarter of the world 

in which the interefts of the country requires its being carried 
into effect ſo much as in the Weſt Indies? Whoever will 
—_ "Us value of thoſe We and how large a part of 
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the commerce of this country they compoſe, (being not leſs : 


than one third of the whole) and how much they are con- 


nected with our maritime ſtrength, will concur with his 
Majeſty in the expediency of his endeavours to ſecure, -and if 
poſhble to extend theſe poſſeſſions. DE DIM 8 

His Lordſhip next obſerved, that although it might 


be matter of regret, yet it was matter of neceſſity for 
bis Majeſty to order repriſals againſt the Dutch, becauſe 


the deſperate rulers under whoſe controul that unhappy coun- 
try now was, had begun by taking his Majeſty's ſhips, and 
therefore prudence, policy, and, ſelf-defence, required that 
they ſhould for a time be conſidered as if they were in a 
ſtate of war, for it was a duty incumbent. on the King to 
take care that the property of his ſubjects ſhould not be 
plundered, nor his flag oct: without his having recourſe 
to thoſe means which the conſtitution of the country put into 


his hands for the national redreſs. _ 


That he thought the treaty with America ſhould give 
peculiar ſatisſaction, becauſe in the moment when France 


was endeavouring to wreſt her from us, and thereby to 


{ſtrengthen herſelf in proportion as ſhe might weaken us, it 
was a great object to ſtrengthen our alliance and connection 
with a country which it ſhould be our policy to conſider as 
having a common commercial intereſt with ourſelves; and 
therefore he hoped that no pains would be ſpared to make this 
new bond of union permanent and indiſſoluble between the 
two countries for ever. JJ ˙ ( 
That with reſpect to that moſt important paragraph in his 


| Majeſty's Speech, upon the paſt and the preſent ſtate of 


bread corn in this kingdom, he ſhould fay that from the un- 
remitting attention which had been paid to that ſubject, and 
from the pains. which had been taken to increaſe the ſupply, 
and to diminiſh the conſumption though the preſſure certainly 
had been felt, yet it had been felt as little, and palliated as 


much as poſſible ; and he had read with particular pleaſure - 


the obſervation of his Majeſty, which he thought had been 
moſt judiciouſly made upon the ſpirit of order and obedience 


to the Jaws which had. prevailed in this reſpect, that it was a 


Juſt tribute of acknowledgement to the behaviour of the 
nation at large, which had been moſt exemplary under ſo 
ſevere and trying a calamity; he ſaid the nation at large, 
becauſe the exceptions were ſo few, as to bear no proportion 


to the general bulk of the community; at the ſame time it 


was to be conſi dered, that this was an evil felt at this moment 
by other nations as well as by ourſelves, and was aſcribeable 
5 1 : 1 G "g . * d * — 0 3 5 | to ; 
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© to common and general, and not to local cauſes 3 if however ; 
it ee e, happened, that there ſhould ſtill be reaſon to 
apprehend a further ſcarcity of grain, he truſted the good 
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ſenſe of the people of England ſhould convince them that 1 
there was no ſubject to which the Executive Government 8 
and Parliament would lend a more willing and decided at- ro 

* 


tention; and that all poſſible care would be taken to try every. 
meaſure which the nature of the ſubject would admit, to re- 
duce the price of this firſt great neceſſary of life, and to pre- 
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vent the encreaſe of it in future, | 1 
The Duke of Bedſord ſaid, that in his opinion when an ti 
Addreſs was propoſed to be carried to the throne, it was more 1 
conſiſtent with the dignity of Parliament to adopt a language 1 
of its own, inſtead of adopting the language of the miniſter, IR 
and on the preſent occaſion he ſhould recommend a very 18 
different language from that of the Addreſs propoſed. He We 
had been accuſtomed to conſider the Speech delivered by his is. 


Majeſty from the Throne, as the Speech of the miniſter, and 
under that impreſſion he ſhould ſpeak of it freely. He 
found it his duty to call the attention of the Houſe to it, and 
to propoſe an Addreſs as the occaſion required. The 
ſpeeches of the two noble Lords, Who had juſt been heard, 
were the ſame as the Addreſs itſelf, and the Addreſs was 
nothing but an echo of the King's Speech. The noble Earl 
who moved the Addreſs now before. the Houſe, had uſed 

much argument on the ſubject of French affignats. He 
ſhould not, his Grace ſaid, attempt to follow him in that 
particular but would carefully avoid it, becauſe he did not 
ſufficiently underſtand the ſubject to combat the arguments 

of the noble Lords. But when the Houſe recollected the 
language which had been conſtantly held by miniſters ſince 
the commencement of the preſent war, they would find that 
the inability of the French to continue the conteft had been 
the conſtant theme, and they would concur with him in 
admiring the ingenuity of adminiſtration in contriving ex- 
cuſes for continuing the war year after year. Some yeafs 
ago minifters had told their Lordſhips that the French could 
not hold out for three months longer; but one thing was ob- 
ſervable, practice oppoſed to theory proved that in proportion 
as their aſſignats had been depreciated, the vigour of the 

Freteli had Veen neee Re ve ne $1097 PART 

The Speech from the Throne ſtated, that much improve- 
ment had taken place in our ſituation in the courſe of the 
preſent year. When he heard this he heard it with aſtoniſn- 

ment. He really withed to know upon what grounds mi- 
TTV I | niſters 
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Go WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Load. 
niſters would attempt to, ſupport ſo fallacious, ſo idle an aſ- 
ſertion. He conceived it to be a coarſe attempt to delude 
their Lordſhips. A foul, groſs, palpable miſrepreſentation. 
Improvement in our fituation ! Where were we to look for 

it, or where could it be found? In the loſs of men, in the 

increaſe of debts, in the additional taxes ] In the defection of 
dur Allies? In our diſgrace? In the victories of our enemies? 
We were told indeed that the French had not been able to 
over- run Italy. He really did not expect to hear this ſtated 
as a matter of triumph on our part. If we were to derive 
Tot ſatisfaction from that event, we muſt be pretty eaſily 
atisfied. The next thing he ſhould expect to hear was, 
that we ſhould derive great ſatisſaction that we are exiſting 
J...... I NV 
Me were told that the ſucceſſes attending the military ope- 
rations of our enemies, and the advantages which they have 
derived from the concluſion of ſeperate treaties, are far from 
compenſating the evils of continuing the war. He was no 
advocate for wars, and he did not think that victory after 
victory without one defeat, would compenſate for the cala- 
mities which war occaſions, and therefore, he acknowledged 
that part of the Speech was true.—But if that was the caſe 
even with the victorious party, what was our condition ? 
We had no victory, on the contrary we had ſuffered man- 
defeats, ſuſtained many loſſes, and were deſerted by moſt of 
our allies. eee e C 

| We were told alſo that, from the embarraſſed ſituation of 
the French, they anxiouſly wiſhed for peace; if they did, of 
which he had no doubt, what muſt be the wiſh of the peo- 
ple here, ſuffering under every diſtreſs that the folly and mad- 
neſs of miniſters could have heaped upon them. If the 

French wiſh for peace, ſurely the e England muſt 
wiſh for peace too, if they were not as inſane as the authors 
of their ſufferings are wicked. He owned he expected ſome 

Hopes to be held out to us of advantage when we were told 

that France was come to a criſis that would produce im- 
portant events to Europe; but alas, we had already been told 

by experience, that the projected deſtruction of France muſt 

produce important events to Europe. We were told again, 

| 3 ſhould this criſis produce ſuch a government in France 

as was conſiſtent with the tranquillity of Europe, his Ma- 
jeſty would be ready to treat. And then it was hinted, that 
the preſent government of France was not ſuch as to be ca- 
pable of keeping the faith of treaties; this miniſters had often 
ſaid. Did they mean to inſinuate it now !He would 
e | 5 5 venture 


7 


venture to ſay they dared not. They dare not at chis time 


attempt ſo groſs à deluſion on the, underſtandings. of their 


Lordſhips; if ſuffered to do this, the next thing they would 


claim, would be the power of making hat peace they pleaſed; 
rdſhips would that night ſhew their dii- 


but he truſted their L ; 
approbation of ſuch attempts, in a manner too decided to 
give miniſters any encouragement to proceed. Indeed there 


never was any thing ſolid in the objection againſt treating 


with France, on the fœore of their being unable to preſerve 
the faith of treaties.— Had they not kept faith with America? 
Had they had not kept faith with Spain, with Pruſſia, and 
various other powers? Had they not alſo maintained neu- 
trality with many powers! Molt unqueſtionably they had, 
and fo they would with us, if our miniſters had entered into 


any negociation with a Gentleman who had been in this 
country for ſome ſhort time; it might have been well for us 


had he ſtaid a little longer, but he was gone. Miniſters, 


the Duke faid, perſiſted in carrying en this war, without 
the leaſt regard for any opportunity that might be in their 
way to negociate for peace. If their Lordſhips did not 


now check them, the evil to this country would ſoon become 
a dreadful one. The miſeries which it had already brought 
on the people were ſo numerous and complicated, that were 
he to recount them, it would take whole hours to go through 


the catalogue. He ſhould decline it, for he knew they were 


too freſh in their Lordſhips? recollection to need recital. 


Isle then proceeded to take a ſhort view of ſome of the diſ- 
aſters of the laſt campaign. Firſt, the expedition to the 
Coaſt of France. We had been told that ſo preyalent was 


loyalty in France, that if we did but land a prince there, the 


French would flock to his ſtandard by thouſands; à gallant. 
army were collected for that purpoſe, Madly as this ſcheme 
had been planned, it had been {till more madly. conducted. 
Emigrants were brought forward and collected from all quar- 


ters; ſome of them drawn out of our priſons... Ihe inſolence 


with which they had been treated here, induced them, to re- 
turn to their own country upon any terms, and the reſult was 


what any man of ſenſe muſt have expected; in this inſtance, 


many brave and illuſtrious men were ſacrificed, who. had | 
often proteſted againſt the project, but they had no alterna 


tive. Large quantities of ammunition and. ſtores were here 
loft, and at a time when the poor of our on country were 


either ſtarving or: lingering on the precarious bounty of the 


rich, who ſometimes condeſcended to give them a ſcanty al- 


| lowance of the worſt of food, - Not. content however 1 
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_ perſons, than it would be if each man was in bis cottage 
inſtead of the field; beſides what we were daily giving up to 


was apprehended it woluld have been at this day; but there 8 


\ 


„ WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lozny, 
the event of the firſt expedition. Miniſters were determined, 


it ſeems, to try a ſecond, and if report ſpoke truly, it had 


already failed completely. By this and ſimilar expeditions a 


large ſpace of the ſea had been left open to the enemy, and 


they took pretty good care to derive the proper wad! 


Bok it, as their Lordſhips well knew. 


Tbe Duke ſaid; he muſt next take As of his Majeſty's 


communication to the Houſe, with reſpect to the Welt Indies. 


He firmly believed that no man would lay his hand upon his 
heart and ſay, we ſtand now upon a better foundation than 
ve ſtood on at the commencement of the war. There were 
ſent the flower bf the Britiſh army, many who had rendered 
chemſelves illuſtrious by their conduct, but whoſe efforts 
might after all be uſeleſs, for they had not only to contend 
with an indefatigable enemy, but had alſo to encounter diſ- 
eaſes that were uiſeparable from an unwholeſome climate, 


What their loſs would be he was afraid to calculate. 


There remained another part of his Majeſty's Speech of 
| with he ſhould take notice, it was that which related to the 
High price of grain. Upon this topic he confeſſed he was 
extremely doubtful whether any Parliamentary interference 
could be of any avail whatever. There was, however, one 


way of putting an end to the great diſtreſs of the poor, and 


chat was by putting an end to the war, which was the occa- 
Hon of it; tor no one could pretend to ſay, that the waſte of 


— 


war was not greater, even in feeding the ſame number of 


the enemy, what. was waſted in camps, and a thouſand 


other ways. Add to this the effect of our conduct in ſezing 


neutral mips laden with corn, which prevented neighbouring 


ſtates from ſhipping their wheat. 


But theſe were not all the evils to which we were expoſed. 


large fubſidies, and we had to contend with an enemy, fitter 
for the fatigues of war than we are. To add to this we had 
a proſpect of famine; thank God it was not yet ſo great as 


We had been deſerted by Allies whom we had retained by 4 


was a proſpect of its becoming dreadful. All theſe evils he 


imputed in common with many, to the corruptneſs of admi- 
niſtration and to their wickedneſs, but in the opinion of all, 
to their weakneſs; and adminiſtration, compoſed of men as 
incapable of maintaining the true intereſts of the nation, as of 
defending their own character; and unleſs Parliament ſhould 
exert itſelf, the * . be undone. . e 5 5 
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uſe of that freedom which had been tranſmitted. to them by 

their anceſtors. They ſhould tell the truth to their Sove- 
reign. They ſhould tear off the veil which miniſters had caſt 

over his eyes, for if he could but once be made acquainted. 

with the wretchedneſs of his people, he had too much good- 

neſs of diſpoſition not to be ſtruck with their ſufferings, and 

to take the only ſtep by which they can be effectually relieved, . 

to give them peace. If the Houle were to be lulled again 

by the ſtupid cry of © Jacobin Principles,” or by any other 

common place words to forget their duty, then indeed 

the ſituation of this once flouriſhing, this once happy king 

dom would be -: He might attempt to deſeribe it. But os 
the picture would be too awful; and therefore, here he would 3 

cloſe the ſcene. The Duke propoſed in ſubſtance the follow- 

ing amendment to the Addreſſſ es. 133 

To intreat his Majeſty to view the ſtate of affairs for the 

three laſt years : to conſider what Allies have abandoned this 

country; that many of the Britiſh poſſeſſions. in the Weſt - 

Indies have either been pillaged or rendered inſecure ;. that 6 
the expeditions to France have either proved diſgraceful or. 

abortive; that the expenditure of blood and treaſure has been 

unparalleled ; and that ſuch being the reſult, the Houſe can- 

not diſcharge their duty, without entreating his Majeſty. not 

to act on the opinion that the French Government cannot 

preſerve the relations of peace and amity; but that his Ma- 

jeſty will take deciſive and immediate meaſures to enter into 4 

negociation for peace, without adverting to the government 

of France; and that if the preſent government refuſe to treat, 

that Houſe will perſervere in a vigorous proſęcution of the 
wage? Ee: „% ᷣͤf;!;!; 7, 1/7 9 

Lord Grenville roſe to reply, and began bis .ſpeech with. - 
declaring, that ſuch advice as. the Noble Duke had re- 
commended had never before been given to miniſters. | He 
had liſtened with attention to the Noble Duke in expectation 
of hearing ſome new arguments in favour of our entering at 
this time into a negotiation for peace, but his expectation 
had not been realized. His Majeſty's ſervants were now cal- 
led upon at once to forſake their honour and the intereſt of 
their country, and to proſtrate both at the feet of France. Let 
their Lordſhips a little conſider what Was ftated by the Noble 

Duke, in anſwer to one of the moſt able ſpecches he had ever 
heard from the mover of an Addreſs. Ihe Noble Duke aſked - 
wherein our improvement. conſiſted? He had ſaid, that we 

are at this time not nearer the point than when we com- 

menced, and that his Majeſty's fervants were not warranted 
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in ftating, that our condition is materially improved. They 
4 had told parliament by his Majeſty's fpeech (and he was 
, ready to argue the point in that way, for certainly it was 
= perfectly conſtitutional to make minifters reſponſible for every 
word in the ſpeech from the throne} they had told parlia- 
ment that our proſpect was materially improved. They had 
recited circumſtances in proof. They had ſtated that offen- 
five operations meditated againſt Italy by the French, had 
FE been defeated. Was that, or was it not, a material improve- 
ment? Would any man deny it? Would any man deny 
that France was ſtated laſt year, and that too by the Noble 
Duke and others who oppoſed adminiſtration, to be on the 
point of over- running Italy, and that if they did, the proſpect 
would be alarming in conſequence of it? Was that true, or 
was it not? Now the French had been checked, and he 
would aſk again, and appeal even to the Noble Duke for an 
anſwer; was not our proſpect materially improved by that 
check? He would afk their Lordſhips to take the fide of 
Germany. The French had croſſed the Rhine, and they 
_ proceeded a conſiderable length on a narrow ſpace, and for 
ſon. e time they were not reliſted ; when they had been re- 
ſiſted, they fell back and were afterwards. compelled to raiſe 
the ſiege of Mentz, there they now ovly talk of another 
campaign, not of any active operation in this. Was not 
this an improvement in the fituation of affairs? The Noble 
Duke ſurely therefore deſerted his uſual accuracy, when he 
inſifted that our ſituation was net materially improved, 
He would refer alſo to our naval ſuperiority. He would 
aſk whether our operation on the Dutch fleet, and on 
the French fleet, were or were not improvements on our ſitu- 
ation? A French fleet had been met, defeated, and blocked 
vp in the harbour of Toulon for many months, and then a 
ſmall fquadron of that fleet was able to eſcape and take one 
ſhip of the line of 'ours, and part of the convoy. If we 
were to be told that we were not ſuperior, while one ſhip of 
the enemy can eſcape, then our ſuperiority was not eſtabliſn- 
ed. We had met the Breſt fleet, captured many of their 
ſhips, chaſed them into port, and there kept them blocked up. 
In fact our naval fuperiority had been more decidedly eſta- 
bliſhed ſince the laſt year, than at any former period of our 
| Such was the fituation of this country, and yet a Britiſh 
miniſter was called upon to adviſe 'a Britiſh king not to fay 
one word of ſatisfaction at all this. But this was not all the 
advantage we had obtained over the enemy. Were Noble 
Lords aware of the deſtruction of the commerce of the „ 
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French. The Noble Duke treated one part of the ft ubject in 
a manner that was not quite conſiſtent with his . for 
information. He faid; he did not .chuſs to ſay much on 
French affignats, becauſe he knew but little of them; ties 
was got the cauſe of his paſſing them by, for if he choſe to 
apply his mind and his great talents to the ſubject, he might 
ſoon know them well. Nobody could juſtly accuſe the 
Noble Duke of ignorance on any political” topic: he ſaid 
but little on them becauſe he did not chuſe their Lordſhips 
to think long on them; it did not ſuit the amendment which 


the Noble Duke propoſed, and therefore he paſſed that topic 
by with a mere glance. The amendment propoſed was no 


more than calling on their Lordſhips to ſurrender entirely to 
F trance and put all we had in our power in the hands of the 


enemy. The original Addreſs, on the contrary, appeared ta 


him to be ſuch as favoured the intereſt of all Europe. He 
deſited the Houfe to compare the ſituation of the two coun- 
tries. This country, if driven to a further progreſs of the 
War, could beat it, for we had ſtill great reſources. Whereas 
the enemy was almoſt totally deſtirute- of any. What had 
been the reſources of the enemy! ? Aſſignats. To aſſignats 


the French revolution owed its ſucceſs, and with their fall 


would expire the whole ſyſtem of that Revolution. To this 
point they were now rapidly running. la this reſpect the 


ſituation of France, he faid, was "materially changed ſince 
laſt year. During that period the depreciation of the aſſig- 


rats had encreaſed in the ratio of 16 to I,” and all other 
property in the ſame” proportion. He did not advance it as 
an opinion of his own, or as the reſult of his own reaſon- 


ings, when he affirmed, that unleſs the number of aſſignats 


in circulation was diminiſbed, the country would be totally 


ruined, and the farther proſecution | of the war, on their 


part, rendered impracticable. He gathered this information 
from men of every party and principle among the enemy 
themſelves, Who in their ſucceſſive ſtruggles for power had 
been called to aſſume the direction of theſe affairs. Were 
individual authority to communicate any ſtrength to the 
general concurrence, he would adduce the opinion of a man 
_ of confiderable ability, whoſe weight; however unwilling he 


might be'to acknowledge it in other matters, he could re 4 | 


5 upon on the ſubject of French finance. General Monte 
quieu, to whom he alluded, was certainly a man of talents. 
He had been the ſupporter, if not the projector; of the yen 


„ paper credit at its commencement, and now, upon 


his return to is gat 4 he bad by home himſelf” to diſ- 
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cover a remedy for the evils, and the dangers which 
the unlimited extenſion of that ſyſtem had occaſioned, 
Even he deſpaired of ſucceſs; and what were to be 
the ſentiments of their Lordſhips when they ſaw the 


opinions they were alſo capable of judging upon the point? 
| General Monteſquieu bad written a memorial on the ſubject 
recommending and enforcing the immediate neceſſity of 
withdrawing a great proportion of aſſignats from circulation, 
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and out of 13 milliards to leave only 3 milliards. The cir- 


culation, he ſaid, had been encreafed ſince Monteſquieu wrote, 


in a period of only four months, five more milliards; and at 


length the Committee of Finance had reſolved to calLin the 
whole aſſignats, and break the plates to pieces. When the 


paper currency was introduced, the revolution could not have 


been {upported without its aſſiſtance, nor the great ſucceſſes 


have been obtained which the French had been able to 
achieve. Weakened as they were at preſent by the ſeverity 
of their loſſes and the extravagance of their exertions, it was 
Impoſſible that France could any longer maintain the extra- 


ordinary eftabliſhment which had rendered her ſo formidable. 
Every writer on the ſubject of paper currency, agrees that 


- ſuch an enormous mats, fo little proportioned to any ſolid 


capital, muſt at length accompliſh the utter ruin of a ſtate, 


Pbis the Convention had confeſſed and had again admitted to 
the necellity of employing coin, which it would be impoſſible 


for them to obtain. He explained the inconvenience which 
the French army ſuſtained, the officers being paid in aſſignats, 


while the privates received one penny of their pay in money, 


and which had occaſioned a petition and remonſtrance from 


the officers, complaining that the privates were thus better 


paid by the difference of the value between the coin and the 


aſſignats, a circumilance, he ſaid, which would infallibly 


diſguſt the army, and perhaps occaſion ſome ſerious cata- 


ſtrophe. If it could be any ſatisfaction to behold our enemies. 


exhauſted, and approaching to a point at which they would 
ceaſe to be dangerous; if it was any ſatisfaction to be carried 
nearer to the-period of a fecure peace, we enjoyed theſe ad- 
vantages, and could ſay, that our ſituation was improved. 
By the exertions we had made, and by the diſtreſſes we had 
cauſed to be fejt, the deſire of peace had become general in 


France. Her internal ſtate, he faid, was changed. 1 hough 


he could not go ſo far as to call the principles now profeſſed 
good, they were comparatively ſo. He contraſted the preſent 


ſyſtem with that of terror, expreſſed his deteſtation of the 
latter, and ſaid that the new conſtitution was miterable and 


unpeitect 


” 
7 


Gor, 30. woopratBs 5 ARIA AMENT ARY 7 REPORTS, 6 


| imperfect copy of ours, with ſome ſtrange principles mixed 
up in it, but with all its defects, it was a valuable acquiſition 
to. this country, as it might lay the foundation of peace. 


With regard to the paſſage in the ſpeech which had given 


riſe to ſome obſervation, that his Majeſty “ was unable to 
“ foreſee. the conſequences of the preſent criſis”? he, would 
aſk, What language it would have been becoming to have 


0 emploved! ?—!t would have been highly improper to have ex- 


preſſed a determination to _negociate upon terms ſhort of 
thoſe which this country had a right to expect. It was ſuf- 


ficient that the ſpeech held out an aſſurance of a readineſs to 


accept fuch terms of accommodation as might be conſiſtent 
wh honour and ſecurity, He conſidered the advice which 
the Noble Dake wiſhed to preſent to his Mije! ity as bighly 

| impolitick and extraordinary. To negociate with an expir- 
ing government could yield no ſecurity for the permanence of 
an; y peace which might be concluded. It was not pollible to 
know. the ſentiments which the new Legiſlature might enter- 


tain, or what diſpoſition they might have to fulfil the en- 


gagemeuts of their predecefior, and he put the caſe that a 
negotiation were commenced and in progreſs with the preſent. 
Convention, and the new Legiflature thould refuſe to fulfill 
its conditions. From the ſituation of Paris, he ſaid, and the 
diſtractions of party, it was impoſſible 70 form at preſent 


any perinaneit accommodation. The beſt, and indeed the 


only feature in the Noble Duke's amen was its utter” 
impracticability. How could they cairy to the foot of the 
1 hrone advice which his Majety could not practiſe? Perhaps 
at the moment an amb:{f:idor was Aifpatched to Paris he 
might find the ſtreets ſtreaming with blood, and. it might de- 
pen upon the iſſus of a battle, "whether he was to recognize 
as the Sen the Convent: on, tie Committees, or the 
Citizens gt the French Theatre. And could the Noble 


Duke, expect to obtain the concurrence of that Houſe to 


ſuch an advice, and to prevail upon them to abandon the de- 
cClarations which they had fo repeatedly and ſolemnly adopted, 
Undoubtedly. the condition of France at all times deeply 


affected the intereſts of Britain; it would therefore be re- 
pugnant to the welfare and honour of the ſtate to give advice 
to his Mijefty fimilar to that moved by the Noble Duke, 


advice juſtified by no diſtreſs, no preſlure, no exigency. 
The amendment of the Noble Duke, be faid, lik wiſe went 
to fix upon miniſters a reſponſibility of the ſovereft kind, if 
they ſhould be unable to carry into effect che meaſures which 
it recominended to be adopted. : 
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| There was one point in which he was ready to confefs his 
feelings were peculiarly intereſted ; and he was ſenſible how 
ſuperfluous it was to employ much time in preſſing it upon the 
attention of their Lordihips :—a ſcarcity of grain, it was 
feared, exiſted in the country, for the alleviat on of which 
every care ſhould be beſtowed. Yet it could little conduce 
to the happineſs of the people to inform them that this cala= 
mity was occaſtoned by the war. And the more eſpecially 


when the fact was the reverſe. Famine could not be pre- 


vented by bearing the unprovoked aggreſſion of our enemies. 
Much of the ſcarcity was owing t» the preſent unproductive 


ſituation of the Netherlands, whoſe new government ſeemed 


unfavourable to agriculture. By the war and its commence- 
ment, when this country was torced into it, the Netherlands 


were two years kept out of the. hands of the French, and 
the ports of Holland prevented from being ſooner ſhut againſt 

us. ' he diſaſter at Quiberon had not occaſioned the ſcarcity 
of provifion, as he could aſſure the Houſe that the grain, 
which upon that occaſion fell into the hands of the enemy, 
was not, as erroneouſly afſerted, conveved from this country, 
bur conſiſted chiefly of the cargoes of ſome of the American 
thip:, which had been ſeized in their way to France. He 


vindicated that expedition from the cenſures it received. The 


bad ſucceſs of it was he ſaid, ſolely to be aſcribed to the 
treachery of emigrant corps, an event which miniſters could 
not foreſee, and for which they cannot be reſponſible. They 


* 


had confided the fel-Rion to the emigraat officers, and to whom 


could they have confided it, with fo much probability of its 
being witely made? His Lordſhip concluded with obferving, 


that there was no man more deſirous of Peace than he was; 


and the Speech afforded a reaſonable expectation, that, when 


ſuitable terms of peace were offered, his Majeſty would not 


rel uſe them. 


The Earl of Mansfield ſupported the Addreſs. His Lord- 


ing the high price 'of corn were what he meant to .allude to. 


hip promited to confine himſelf to a ſingle point, and to be 
extremely ſhort. The arguments that had been uſed reſpect- 


He differed entirely from thoſe noble Lords who argued that 


the ſcarcity of grain was produced by the war, except they 
meant to argue that the more people that were out of the 


country, who conſumed the grain of foreign powers, the 
greater the deficiency. muſt be at home. He diſapproved of 


tne amendment in every reſpect, and was only ſurprized that 


it ſhould have come from the quarter it did; they had been 
Atk=6, why at the preſent moment Rey. had not, inſtead of 
5 | 5 
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holding out a proſpect of peace, brought peace in their hands? 
he would aſk, in return, where was this new conſtitution ? 


Could any man tell what it might be? This fair lady, of 


whom the noble Marquis had ſaid ſo much as a favourite. of 
miniſters, has not yet unveiled her charms, and it was not to 
be expected they Could know enough of her to be ſo forward 
in the negociation as the noble Loid wiſh-d. His opinion of 
the amendment, and the principles it held forth, was fhortly 
this: That from the' moment the Houſe adopted it, they 
would lay the axe to the root of every thing like negociation, | 
and take away every poſſibility of peice.” Even Sir William 
Temple, if he were taken ont of his grave could not nego- 


tiate peace under ſuch an amendment. If they ated wilely, 


they ought to be guided by the prudence of thofe' who had 
gone before them, and wheu they had not the power of effoct- 
ing what was the object of their withes at once, it was the 


duty of miniſters to keep back the ultimatum of their nego- 


ciation with a manly: perſeverance and- ſteadineſs of purſuit. 
He dwelt upon the comparative ſituations of this country and 
France, conſidering the latter o be in the moſt degrating 
terms of diſtreſs, Some noble Lord had faid, . they 
thoaght that money was not neceſſary to carry on war. He 
never before heard that the not having money to pay large 
armies with, was the way to keep them faithfr! and ſteady 
to the caufe for which they had been raiſed. The noble 
Marquis had atked, What ſaid Livy? They had all read 
what Livy ſaid on that ſubject, and he would aſk thoſe noble 
Lords whether they thougnt they could find a ſucceſsful army 
without pay. He argued on the uncertainty of the actual 
ſiutation of France, and declined giving any opinion as to the 
permanency of the new conſtitution, even if it was already 
adopted. He conjured them not to proceed too far in this 


dark and ſtarleſs night, but to wait the dawn of returning 


day. He knew there were different opinions reſpecting the 


queſtion, Whether it was the int-reſt of France or not to 


retain Belgium? ſome had been puniſhed in that- country for 
thinking fo, while greater authority had afferted otherwiſe, 
Here the noble Lord read a long extract from an introductory 
ſpeech of Boiſſy d'Anglas on this ſubject. After which he 
concluded, with recommending a hardened honeſty in all their 
proceedings, and ſaid, that it the amendment was at all to 
be entertained.in that Houſe, it ought to be followed up by a 
motion for the removal of miniſters, e 5 


7 


Tune Earl of Darniy (aid, he had in the former periods of 


the war, givea his ſupport and confidence to minilters, be- 
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cauſe he thought it a neceſſary war, and dreaded the preva- | 
lence of French principles; from theſe alarms he was now 
relieved, and did not wiſh to ſee obſtinacy on. any part of 
the Houſe againſt concluding a peace. He had a long lime 
diſapproved of the expedition againſt, France, and particularly 
the laſt buſineſs f Quiberon, and was determined to take the 
firſt opportunity of ſtating that opinion. in public. He con- 
felled he was not perfectly fatisficd with the amendment, 
| becauſe it painted our ſituation much worſe than it was, and 
there were parts of the Addreſs that he could not agree to. 
He knew not where to find our naval ſuperiority ſince the 
lorious i::{ance of the firſt of June laſt year, and as to our 
| Ht in the Welt n lies, he really did no know what they 
were. He concluded with ſome obſervations on the ſcarcity 
of grain ſo much to be lamented, and declared that upon the, 
whole, he mult prefer the Addreſs to the amendment. £ 
Lord Grenville ſaid a few words in explanation, in conſe- | 
gquerce of ſomething that fell from Lord Lanſdowne. TY 

The Dube 9 of Grofton declared he could only have been in- 
duced to riſe from ſenſe of duty, and a conſille ration of the 
very ſerious and alarming ſtate in which every man of com- 
mon ſenſe muſt (ee that the country was plunged, from the 
_ obſtinacy of miniſters acting upon a ſyſtem of ignorance and 
dlunder; this he felt the more and more as he reflected on 

the events that hid taken place; this had called him up, and 
all they had ſeen and heard coiroborated the opinion he gave 
ln: and had given on former occaſions. He knew enough 
of mankind to know that different men would aſcribe the 
fame events to different cauſes, but however different the 
cauſes of our diſaſters might be, they all and individually 
muſt confeſs that the conſequences were the ſame. Their 
Lordſhips would do him the juſtice to recollect, that he had 
ſpoken his mind freely on former occaſions, and he declared 
he had not at this day, a l:ngle word. to retract of any 
thing he had ſaid; he believed, that ſome great convulfion, 
was to be expected; it was his public and private opinion, 
known to the world, as well as to his own family. | 
He approved highly of the noble Dukes Amendment, it 
was wrong to call it itipulating for negociation, when it 
was notorious to Europe, that peace was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and particularly known both to France and this country, 
from the public circumſtances that had taken place. This 
country from a continuance of a ruinous war, conducted by 
the moſt diſtracted councils, and attended by the moſt diſ- 
| gar events, was ſo * that . but peace could 
| | reſtore | 
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reſtore it. A nation rich in treaſure, which had been waſted 
and ſquandered with a degree of heedlefs profuſion that had 
brought it to the brink of ruin. In this aſſertion he was 


fairly warranted by the encreafing accumulation of the na- 


tional debt, for when the intereſt of that debt became equal 
to the rents, the eountry muſt be in an alarming ſituation in- 


deed. The burthen of taxes, if no more were laid on, was 


immenſe. Many he allowed werejudicioufly ehoſen, but yet 
there were ſome, that though not intended to affect the poorer 
ſort of people, fell very heavy upon them; there were two, 
for inſtance, generally ſuppoſed to affect the rich only, but 
if examined, they would be found to bear upon the middle 
_ claſs, and thoſe of very flender incomes ; among others, the 
tax on wine, which had been carried, in his opinion, far too 
high. A country curate with 40}. a year, allowing only a 
gil of port wine a day, would have to pay Zl. of taxes; and 
from the tax on malt, a poor labouring peaſant muſt pay the 
ſame ſum, 31. per annum, for his allowance of three pints of 
ale per day; theſe were not exaggerated complaints, they 
were founded upon fair calculations which he had actually 


made. And in this ſuuation, not more highly or ſtrikingly . 


coloured than it actually was, what had we to look at on the 
other ſide of the picture? Noching, in his opinion, but a proſ- 


perous and well protected commerce could ever enable this 


country to wade through the difficulties and deep calamities 


into which ſhe was plunged. If it was ſaid, that we {till 


poſſeſſed a great ſhare of commerce, he hoped it had met 


with much protection during the preſent war, two very 


recent, and very great captures would be a ſufficient anſwer 
to the aſſertion; captures that fell a ſacr fice to the fooliſh, 


wild, and miſtaken proſpects of men who ſeemed loſt to every 


ſenſe of duty that they owed their country; who inſtead of 
following the old, wiſe, and prudent ſtep of ſecuring our 
own commerce, and endeavouring to deſtroy that of the 
enemy, had preferred to that the frantic and Quixotic project 
of conquering and ſetting up royalty in France, a fancy 
that never. once entered the mind or brain of any but the 
preſent minifters and their adhetents. Now indeed, though 
not a week ago, they had relinquiſhed that opinion; but their 

opinions are fo changeable, and hung on ſo ſmall a thread, 
that if they poſleiled the moſt inſigmlicant fih town in that 
country, they might ſtill entertain the fame. idle ſpeculation. 
An immediate peace, or ſomething like peace, every En- 
gliihman, from his love of England, at this moment muſk 
with to ſee carried into effect, and he truſted in God it 
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neceſſity of ſuch a war? 


* WOODFALL'S PARLIAVENTARY REPORTS. lors 
| ſpeedily would be ſo. There were many other ſubjects in 
the preſent ſtate of the nation, that claimed much and 


ferious attention; nothing he dreaded more than the daily 
infringements upon the laws and conſtitution of the country, 
by the frequent introduction of military force, and he re- 
mined the Houſe of the noble exertions of that able and 


boneſt judge, Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, who always re- 


commend-d and ſucceeded in quelling riots without calling 
in military force. Miſerable indeed would be the ſtate of 
that country in which the execution of the laws depended on 
i Ls VVV 
He adviſed miniſters and the Houſe not to think too lightly 

of the opinion of the people without doors; the American 


war bought to be ſufficient warning on that head, and if the 


complaints of the people were loud, they generally were not 
ilt grounded. What muft the people think of the extraor- 
dinary and exorbitant increaſe of ſinecure places, penſions, 
and lucrative appointments, and the manner in which they 
ſaw them beſtowed; neceſſary in ſome degree perhaps they 

might be, while we perſiſted in carrying on the war, but from 
ſuch effecis who can convince the body of the people of the 


On the ſohject of aſſignats, ſo much and ſo often had they been 
mentioned, that he had little to fay. But what muſt the coun- 
try think, when they read the gazettes, the men and the money 

which they ſaw was expended in a manner unprecedented? and 


having mentioned the word precedent, he wiſhed their Lord- 
| ſhips would attend a little more to it than they had of late; 


the dilemma of the preceding night ſhould be a leflon to them. 
Spain and Hanover having concluded peace, and Berlin, not 
before tne loan had been given, where was the intereſt that 
England had in continuing the war, or how much wiſer were 
not thoſe powers than we? After much other argument urged 
with great emphaſis and folemnity, the Duke declared, that 


he was decidedly for his noble Friend's amendment. 


The Marquis of Townſhend made a ſhort ſpeech in favour 
of the Addreis, and tpoke highly of the militia and ycomaniy 
corps, as of the moſt efjential jervice to their country. © 
IT be Karl of Lauderdale delivered his ſentiments. with his: 
accuttoaied aidour ot ſpeech, and after paying a warm 
comphment to the eloquent harangue of the Duke of Bed- 


ford, faid, that they had been witneſſes that night to moſt 


extraoi dinary vindicatious on the part of the miniſtry. The 
noble Secretary ot State forgot all the pledges which he 


* 
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on a Frenchman, he ſhould have incurred ſuſpicion, and even 
now he would not follow the noble Lord as he wiſhed to pre- 


ſerve moderation. But he repeated what he had before ſaid, that 


nothing in point of reſources was beyond the reach of a re- 
volutionary government, whereas regular governments ha 

their limitations in point of reſources beyond which they 
could not go. He truſted therefore; that what had happened 


to the old French government would ſerve as a warning to 


miniſters of the fatal conſequences of improvidently exhauſt- 

ing the revenues of this country. With reſpect to the eulogy; 
which the noble Secretary of State had applied to the new 
conſtitution! of France, he did not object to it, but hoped the 


French people would derive every poſſible happineſs from 


their eſpouſals with this Lady, Bride. Tne Marquis ridi- 
culed the idea of their being any difficulty in ſettling the 
ceremony of which ſhould fend ambaſſadors to negotiate. 
The French he was ſure entertained not any prejudices on 


fo narrow a ground. God only knew, what might be the 
conſequence of purſuing the preſent meaſures till the next 


meeting of Parliament, and therefore the ſooner the nego- 
tiation was ſet on foot the better, Even now the Germanic 
conſtitution, the integrity of which being preſerved, was of 
ſo much importance to the balance of Europe, was already 
ſhaken to its centre, and its total demolition muſt enſue if an 
end were not put to the preſent critical conjuncture of affairs. 
He hoped therefore that the moment was approaching when 
the eyes of men would be opened, and that his Majeſty as 
King of Great Britain would follow the ſame conduct that 
he had adopted as Elector of Hanover. „ 
There remained one great topic in the Speech, and in 
the Addreſs, on which he had not touched, and he owned he 
vas perfectly aſtoniſhed to hear the noble Secretary of State 
ſay it was a delicate matter and ought not to be agitated; he 
meant the high price of corn and the ſituation of the poor. 
That, he ſaid, was the main cauſe of his being then preſent. 
The poor were actually ftarving. In January laſt he had 
produced a paper, which he had at that moment in his pocket, 
drawn up by a reſpectable magiſtrate, a clergyman of the 
Weſt ot England, who had ſigned his name to it, at his 


requeſt, He had read it to their Lordſhips in ſanuary; 


and it ſtated, that the poor had nothing but bread and water 
to exiſt upon. The caſe, he was ſorry to ſay, was much al- 
tered for the worſe. They had now no bread to eat. For- 
merly his ſtating this melancholy fact was heard with im- 


patience and deemed aun, and ſo what he bad ea | 
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ſaid, might even now be conſidered. He heartily wiſhed he 
had not ſuch a tale to tell their Lordſhips, but the ſtate of the 
poor was miſerable beyond deſcription, and when he ſaid ſo, 
he ſpoke from his own knowledge, having taken every poſ- 
ſible means to aſcertain the fact by enquiry among the poor, 
Who lived in his neighbourhood in the country. He de- 
clared, he had endeavoured to obtain as much information » 
as he could collect, meaning to ſtate it to their Lordſhips, - 
but he had carefully abſtained from ſaying any thing to feed the 
hopes of the poor, or hold out any promiſe that migbt de- 
Jude or miſtead them. As might naturally be expected, he 
had heard-a great number of remedies propoſed, but only one 
means of curing the evil, that appeared to him at all feaſible, 
and even reſpecting that, he begged their Lordſhips to un- 
derftand that he had not made up his mind. The remedy to» 
which he alluded was to riſe the price of labour, and increaſe. 
the wages of the poor in proportion to the price of corn. It had 
been laid down by thoſe who had made themſelves maſters of the 
ſubject, that a poor man could not maintain his family upon- 
leſs than a buſhel of wheat a week, the idea therefore was, 
that the price of a labouring man's wages ſhould always be 
the amount of a price of a buſhel of wheat. In Wiltſhire, 
the Marquis ſaid, the price of labour was ſeven ſhillings a 
week, whereas at preſent wheat was fourteen ſhillings a buſhel.. 
In converſing with the poor on the ſubject, he had always 
_ endeavoured to make them eaſy, firſt by relieving them as 
far as he could, and next, by endeavouring to convince them- 
that any attempts to procure relief by force would only add- 
to the evil, and ſubject them to fatal conſequences. In ge- 
neral he had ſucceeded in this very well, but there was one 
point which he found their underſtandings were not equal to, 
and that was, the bringing them to a ſenſe that ſtopping the 
- tranſit of corn, would only lead tim into a ſcrape, and bring 


on new obſtacles to their being relieved. All theſe diſtreſſes 
he muſt impute in a great meaſure, if not wholly, to the 
continuance of the war; and it was ſo obvious, that he was 
aſtoniſhed that the noble Secretary of State ſhould have 
denied the fact. He begged to aſk if the increaſed con- 
ſumption by the numerous armies, the prodigious waſte in 
camps, and in the ſhips, in the latter of which a conſtant 
traffick is kept up by the ſailors and marines with the purſer, to- 
whom they fell their proviſions for liquor, the great quantity 
ſent abroad to feed the emigrant troops, &c. that had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy, by their getting poſſeſſion of our 
magazines, &c. were not all conſequences of the war, and of* 
' the war only? Add to this, did not the war on the Continent: 
5 | COTS | operate” 


— 
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operate moſt fatally to abridge the uſual produce of the ſoil ? 
Brabant and Flanders, and Poland, which uſed to ſupply fo 
much corn to the reſt of Europe, now, in conſequence of 
the military operations in thoſe fertile countries, experience 


a total extinction of their uſual-cultivation, agriculture being 


at a ſtand- ſtill in each of them. The war alſo cauſed a dearth 
of other previſions ; the poor, even in the midland and diſtant 
counties, could no longer ſupply themſelves with bull beef, 
which they uſed to buy at two-pence halfpenny a pound, all 
the cattle being bought up for Government and driven to 
Portſmouth, there to be either ſlaughtered or ſhipped for the 
uſe of the army and navy. The reſtoration of peace, in 


ſhort was the only real and eſfectual remedy that could be 


applied to all theſe grievances. Peace alone would reſtore 
that old Engliſh good humour, which the preſſure of miſery 
and want had for the preſent ſuſpended, It was upon thele 
grounds, and becauſe it recommended peace, the Marquis 
declared that the amendment ſhould have his ſupport. " 


The Earl of Mansfield ſupported the Addreſs. His Lord- 


ſhip promiſed to confine himſelf to a ſingle point, and to be 
extremely ſhort. The arguments that had been uſed reſpect- 
ing the high price of corn were what he meant to allude to. 
He differed entirely from thoſe noble Lords who-argued, that 
.the ſcarcity of grain was produced by the war, except they 
meant to ailert. that the more people that were out of the 
country, who conſumed the grain of fore'gn powers, the 


greater the deficiency mult. be at home. He diſapproved of 


the amendment in every reſpect, and was only ſurprized that 
it ſhould have come from the quarter it did; they had been 
aſked, why at the preſent moment they had not, inſtead of 
holding out a proſpect of peace, brought peace in their hands ? 
He would aſk in return, where was this new conſtitution ? 


Could any man tell what it might be? This fair lady, of 
u hom the noble marquis had ſaid fo much as a favourite of 


miaiſters, has not yet unveiled her charms, and it was not to 
be expected they could know.encugh of her to be ſo forward 


in the negociation as the noble Lord wiſhed. His opinion of 


the amendment, and the principles it held forth, was ſhortly 
this: That from the moment the Houſe adopted it, they 
would lay the axe to the root of every ting like negociation, 
and take away every poſſibility of peace. Even Sir William 


Temple, if he were taken out of his grave could not nego- 


tiate peace under ſuch an amendment. If they acted wiſely, 


they ovght to be guided by the prudence of thoſe who had 
gone betore chem, and when they had not the power of effect- 
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ing what was the object of their wiſhes at once, it was the 


duty of miniſters to keep back the ultimatum of their nego- 
ciation with a manly perſeverance and ſteadineſs of purſuit, 
He dwelt upon the compara: ive {ſituations of this country and 


France, confidering the latter to be in the moſt degrading 


terms of diſtreſs. Some noble, Lord had faid, they 


thought that money was not neceflary to carry on war, He 


never before heard that the not having money to pay large | 


armies with, -was the way to keep them faithful and ſteady 


to the cauſe for which, they had been raiſed, © The noble. 


Marquis had aſked, What faid Livy? They had all read 
what Livy ſaid on that ſubjed, and he would afk thoſe noble 


Lords whether they thought they could find a ſucceſsful army 
without pay. He argued on the uncertainty of the actual 


ſituation of France, and declined giving any opinion as to the 
permanency of the new, conſtitution, even if it was already 
adopted. He conjured them not to proceed too far in this 


dark and ſtarleſs night, but to wait the dawn of returning 
day. He knew there were different opinions reſpecting the 


queſtion, Whether it was the intereſt of -France or not ta 


retain Belgium? ſome had been puniſhed in that country for 
thinking ſo, while greater authority had aflerted otherwiſe. 


Here the noble Lord read a long extra& from an introductory 


ſpeech of Boiſſy d'Anglas on this ſubject. After which he 
concluded, with recommending a hardened honeſty in all their 
proceedings, and faid, that if the amendment was at all tq 
be entertained in that Houſe, it ought to be followed up by a 


motion for the removal of miniſters. 


The Earl of Darnly ſaid, he had in the former periods of 
the war, given his ſupport and confidence to miniſters, be- 


cauſe he thought it a neceſſary war, and dreaded the intro- 
duction and prevalence of French principles ; from theſe alarms 


| he was now to ſee obſtinacy relieved, and did not wiſh 
in any part of the Houfe againſt concluding a peace. He 
had a long time diſ#pproved of the expedition againſt France, 


and particularly the laſt bufineſs of Quiberon, and was deter- 


mined to take the firſt opportunity of ſtating that opinion in 


public. He confeſſed. he was not perfectly ſatisfied with 


the amendment, becauſe it painted our fituation much worſe 
than it was, at the ſame time, he muſt declare, that, 


mere were parts of the Addreſs that he could not agree to. 
He knew not where to find our naval ſuperiority ſince the 


glorious inſtance of the firſt of June laſt year, and as to our 
ſucceſſes in the Weft Indies, he really did not know what they 


Were, He concluded with ſome obſervations on the ſcarcity 


3 
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of grain ſo much-to be lamented, and declared that upon the 
_ whole, he mutt prefer the Addreſs to the amendment. 
Lord Grenville faid a few words in explanation, in conſe= 
;ence of ſomething that fell from Lord Lanſdown. + 
The Duke of Grafton declared he could only have been in- 


duced to riſe from ſenſe of duty, and a conſideration of the 


very ſerious and alarming ſtate in which every man of com- 
mon ſenſe muſt ſee that the country was plunged, from the 
obſtinacy of miniſters acting upon a ſyſtem of ignorance and 
| blunder; this he felt the more and more as he reflected on 
the events that had taken place; this had called him up, and 


all they had ſeen and heard corroborated the opinion he then 


gave and had given on former occaſions. He knew enough 


of mankind to know that different men would aſcribe the 


ſame events to different cauſes; but however diiferent the 


cauſes of our diſaſters might be, they all and individually 


muſt confeſs that the conlequences were the fame, Their 
Lordſhips would do him the juſtice to recollect, that he had 
ſpoken his mind freely on former occaſions, and he declared 
he had not at that day, a fingle word to retract of any 

thing he had ſaid; he believed, that ſome great convulſion 


was to be expected; it was his public and private W e 6H 


known to the world, as well as to his own family, 

He approved highly of the noble Duke's. Amendment, it 
was wrong to call it ſtipulating for” negociation, when it 
was notions to Europe, that peace was abſolutely neceſ- 
jary, and particularly known both to France and this country, 
from the public circumſtances that had taken place. This 


Country from a continuance of a ruinous war, conducted 77 


the moſt diſtracted councils, and attended by the moſt di 
graceful events, was ſo ſhaken that nothing but peace could 


reſtore it. A nation rich in treaſure, which had been waſted 


and ſquandered with a degree of heedleſs profuſion that had 
brought it to the brink of ruin. In this aflertion he was 
fairly warranted by the encreafing accumulation of the na- 


tional debt, for when the intereſt of that debt decame equal. 


to the rents, the country mult be in an alarming ſituation in- 


deed. The burthen of taxes, if no more were laid on, was 


immenſe. - Many he allowed were judiciouſly chofen, but yet 


there were ſome, that though not intended to affect the poorer 
fort of people, fell very heavy upon them; there were two, 
for inſtance, generally ſuppoſed to affect the rich only, but 
if examined, they would be found to bear upon the middle 

claſs, and thoſe of very flender incomes; among others, the 


tax on Wines which had been carried, in his opinion, far too 
| Wins bien 
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high. A country curate with 4ol. a year, allowing only a 
gill of port wine a day, would have fo pay 21. of taxes; and 
From the tax on malt, a poor labouring peaſant muſt pay the 


Tame ſum of 3]. per annum, for his allowance of three pints of 


ale per day, theſe were not exaggerated complaints, they 
were founded upon fair calculations which he had actually 


made. And in this ſituation, not more highly or ſtrikipgly 
_ coloured than it actually was, what had we to look at on the 


other {ide of the picture? Nothing, in his opinion, but a proſ- 
perous and well protected commerce could ever enable this 


country to wade through the difficultics. and deep calamities 


into which ſhe was plunged. If it was ſaid, that we ftill 


poſſeſſed a great ſhare of commerce, he hoped it had met | 


with much protection during the prefent war, two re- 
cent, and very great captures would be a ſufficient anſwer 
to the aſſertion; captures that fell a ſacrifice to the foolith, 
wild, and miſtaken proſpects of men who ſeemed loft to every 


ſenſe of duty that they owed their country; who, inſtead of 


following the old, wiſe, and prudent s ſtep of ſecuring our 


own commerce, and endeavcuring to deſtroy that of the 
enemy, had preferred to that the frantic and Quixotic project 
of conquering and ſetting up :royalty in France, a fancy 
that never once entered the mind or brain of any but the 


preſent miniſters and their adh-rents, Now indeed, though 
not a week ago, they had relinquiſhed that opinion; but their 
opinions were fo changeable, and hung on ſo ſmall a thread, 


that if they poſſeſſed the moſt inſignificant fiſhing town in that 
Country, they might ſtill entertain the ſame idle ſpeculation. 
An immediate peace, or ſomething like peace, every En- 


'gliſhman, from his love of England, at this moment muſt 


wiſh to ſee carried into effect, and he truſted in God it 
Tpeedily would be ſo. There were many other ſubjeQs in 


the preſent ſtate of the nation, that claimed much and ſerious 


attention; nothing, his Grace ſaid, he dreaded more than the 


try, infringements upon the laws and conſtitution of the coun- 


daily by the freque:t introduction of military force, and he re- | 


minded the Houſe of the noble exertions of that able and 


honeſt judge, Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, who always re- 


commended and ſucceeded in quelling riots without calling 


in military force. Miſerable indeed would be the ſtate of 
that country in which the execution of the laws depended ou 


the military! „ . | 
le adviſed miniſters and the Houſe not to think too lightly 


of the opinion of the people without doors; the American 
War ought to be ſufficient warning on that head, and if the 
FOE | | | .complaints | 
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complaints of the people were loud, they generally were 1 
i- grounded. What muſt the people think of the extraor- 
dinary- and exorbitant increaſe of ſinecure places, penſions,. 


and lucrative appointments, and the manner in which they 


{aw them beſtowed ; neceſſary in ſome degree perhaps they 


might be, while we perſiſted in carrying on the war, but 


from ſuch effects who can convince the body of the people of 
the neceiſity of ſuch a war? | 


U — 


On the fubject of afgnats;ſo much and fo often had they 


been mentioned, that he had little to ſay. But what muſt the 
country think, when they read the gazettes, the men and the 


money which they ſaw was expended in a manner unprece- 


dented ? and having mentioned the word precedent, he wiſhed 


their Lordſhips would attend a little more to it than they had done 


of late; the dilemma of the preaeding night ſhould be a leſſon to 


them. Spain and Hanover having concluded peace, and Berlin, 


not before the loan had been given, where was the intereſt that 
England had in continuing the war, or how much wiſer were 


not thoſe powers than we! After much other argument urged 


with great emphaſis and ſolemnity, the Duke declared, that 
he was decidedly for his noble Friend's amendment. 7 95 


The Marquis of Townſhend role to reply to that part of the 
Duke of Grafton's ſpeech, in which he had ſpoken of the 

_ propenſity to entruſt the execution of the laws to the en- 
forcement of the military, and had cited the anecdote of Chief 
Juſtice Holt's haviny interfered with the civil power, and put 


an end to a riot without the aid of ſoldiery. The Marquis 


faid, in Norfolk where he reſided, if any tumult or diſturbance 


took place, the gentlemen of the county, with the aſſiſtance 


of the yeomanry which formed conſtitutional force of the 
kingdom, always came forward themſelves to difperſe rioters 
and reſtore the publick tranquility. The Marquis dilated on 


this point, in order to remove any prejudices or jealouſy 


againſt the military, that might have been imbibed from the 
manner in which the noble Duke had ftated his expreſſion of 


regret. _ 


The Earl of Lauderdale delivered his ſentiments with: his 
accuſtomed . ardour of ſpeech, and after paying a warm 


compliment to the eloquent harangue of the Duke of Bed- 
ford, ſaid, that they had been witneſſes that night to moſt 


extraordinary vindications on the part of the miniſtry. The. 
noble Secretary of State had forgotten all the pledges which he 


bad laſt year given—all the promiſes he had made, and all the 


proſpects he held out. He forgot what mighty things the Empe- 


tor was to accompliſh for us, in return for our loan he forgot 


. * 
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what Spain was to do—what Sardinia—what the German 


powers. He forgot the panegytics on the fidelity of the 
King of Pruſſia, and the conſtancy and vigour of all our 


allies. He forgot all this, but he remembered exactly how 
many evils had been predicted, and becauſe they had not 


been all fulfilled, our fituation was improved ! and this was 
the ground for the extraordinary ſatisfaction which his Ma- 


jeſty had expreſſed. It was in vain that he endeavoured to 
diſcover the fources of this ſatisfaction. It could not be in 
our triumphs, for we had met only with diſaſter and defeat; 


nor could it be in the internal condition of this cement 5 
ſince the Jamentable ſcarcity of proviſions was moſt proper]: 


recommended by his Majetty to the ſerious conſideration of 
the Houſe. Our naval ſuperiority was made a ſubject of 
boaſt; and the Noble Secretary had faid, that.never in our 
hiſtory had this ſuperiority been ſo decided. Did he forget 
the hiſtory of the year when his preſent Majeſty came to the 
throne, when in his Speech he ſaid, that the ſmall remnant ot 


the French navy had been blocked up in their ports during 
the whole of the ſummer? It could not be ſaid that this was 
the caſe now; very recent experience had ſhewn the contrary, 


and the little protection given to our trade did not prove that 


our ſuperiority had been directed with ſo much {kill and vigour 


as to make it uſeful, Was it the conduct of our allies that 


had given ſatisfaction to his Majeſty? Was the conduct of 


the Elector of Hanover ſatisfactory to the King of Great 
Britain, or was it in the ſituation of Corſica that he conſider- 
ed an improvement of our ſituation? It had been confident- 
ly aſſerted that our gaols for priſoners of war had been opened 
in order to recruit men for the late expedition to France: he 


would -aſk them where they had recruited M. de Puiſaye, the 


commanding officer of that operation? They . ſaid they 


were not reſponſible for the horrid cataſtrophe of that expe- 


dition; on what principles they founded that aſſertion he 


knew not, for ſurely to ſelect a man as a commander, who 
had never in any military ſervice reached a higher rank than 
that of a captain, and to place him over a number of the 


molt diſtinguiſhed and gallant veterans, and to do this in 
oppoſition to all the remonſtrances that were made by men 
of the firſt character, was an act for which miniſters ought 
to be reſponſible; eſpecially when it was remembered that 
they had confided to the officer in queſtion immenſe quan- 
tities of itores and proviſions at the very moment of ſcarcity 
in this kingdom. He had no confidence, he ſaid, in the 


equivocal fort of promiſe which the preſent ſpeech gave 2 i 
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the country. It was much leſs favourable than the hopes 
held out in the Tpeech at the cloſe of the laſt ſeſſion, where 
there was an unconditional pledge that his Majeſty's miniſ- 
ters would treat in caſe of a change in the ſituation, which 
was faid to be probable. But now the pledge was clogged 
with a condition, that the French muſt not only have a fit 
government, but they mult alſo be the firſt to offer negocia- 
tion. With the eternal theme of aſſignats he would not 
embroil or embarraſs himſelf, The inferences drawn from 
their depreciation were, he believed, founded in falſe reaſon- 
ing; at any rate they were fallacious and not to be relied on. 
If affignats were extinct, the French would not be beaten. 
The wealth of a nation conſiſted in three matters their 
ſtock, their labour, and their ſoil. © Say, that the firſt of theſe 
was extinguiſhed, the two others would remain, and they 
had all ſeen what a people could accompliſh” with theſe two 
left, when the firſt was gone. America had given a memo- 
rant ade of it, and France had ſhewn in the laſt cam- 
paign, that the depreciation of her paper took nothing from 
her vigour, nor from her exertions. With regard to what 
the miniſters now called a favourable crifis in France. Tt. 
was a crifis as productive of blood as any of the periods of 
the revolution that went before it, and this led him to diſtruſt 
their declarations. They pretended regard for the new con- 
ſtitution of France: they ought not to be ſanguine on the 
hopes they expected from it. Even their own boaſted con- 
ſtitution for Corſica, an improvement on the Britiſh model, 
and which had combined ſuch various talents in its firſt con- 
coction, having been formed by the pope and a cardinal, and 
put into execution by a Preſbyterian governor and an Epif- 
copal ſecretary, Yet by the late proclamation of Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, it appeared that no one part of the French Republic was 
in more confuſion than our valuable kingdom of Corſica, If 
therefore all our hopes of peace were to depend on the ſucceſs 
of the new conftitution, he confeſſed that he faw no proſpect 
of a ſpeedy termination to our calamities. The ſcarcity of 
corn every man muſt 5 lament, becauſe every man muſt 
feel for the pinching diſtreſſes of the Poor, but he greatly feared 
the evil could not be remedied by legiflative means, and it was 
miſchievous and dangerous to hold out any remedy for an evil 
without the certainty of its effect. It was only in his mind 
by a Der, that a ſpeedy and ſure remedy would be found for 
it. The imbecility of adminiſtration, he aſſerted, had been 
manifeſted in every department, it was therefore incumbent 
on their Lordſhips to enquire into the miſmanagement of our 
JJ... ͤ ͤ ̃ . ROE, affairs, 
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have been expected to have been by others. He did not con- 
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affairs. Even the conduct of the navy, with our boaſted = 


ſuperiority, was not exempt from this uniform incapacity, a 


fact eftabliſhed paſt contradiction, by the mortifying event of 


our trade having ſuffered in two of our moſt opulent convoys. 
If we could by any means prevail on the people of France to 
accept of our miniſters as their new directors, he ſhould have 
ſome confidence in one further ſtruggle, but thoſe miniſters 
were actuated by ſuch heterogeneous paſſions that it was im- 
poſſible to expect from them attention to the conduct of our 


national affairs. Some of them came into power, avowedl 


to watch the friends of Briſſot in that Houſe, and of courſe 
they had not time for other duties. He believed if an appeal 

were made to their own hearts, they could not one of them 

conſcientiouſly declare that he had diſcharged his duty to his 

country. | . : 5 8 | 2 285 

Earl Spencer ſaid he was not able to argue in ſuch an ex- 


tenſive manner as the Noble Lord, nor was he diſpoſed, like 
him, to aſſert that whatever he advanced would neither make 


any impreſſion on the Houſe nor ſerve to convince any Noble 
Lord of oppoſite ſentiments. He conſidered that he came 
there to diſcharge his duty conſcientiouſly and honeſtly, and 


he confidered alſo that, according to his ſtation in his Ma- 


jeſty's councils, he was bound to acknowledge reſponſibility. 
So far as he was reſponſible therefore, he would acknowled 
that he had a ſhare in adviſing the Speech delivered from t 


_ throne, and he could ſafely ſay, that he did ſo to the beſt of 
his ability and judgment. Other men might poſſeſs better 


talents and more wiſdom, but he defied any to act from purer 

motives, | „ 8 ef 
The Noble Earl had expreſſed an extraordinary degree of 
ſurprize at the ſatisfaction with which the ſpeech commenced, 


- reſulting from our improved ſituation. For his own part he 
did not deny that many unfavourable circumſtances had hap- 


pened in the courſe of the laſt campaign; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing, he ps 2 upon the whole our ſituation was not fo bad 
ſome induſtriouſly repreſented, or as it might 


fine this opinion to military operations, but he formed it 
from a general review of the tranſactions. Look to the be- 
ginning of the year and we ſhall be ſurpriſed. He had al- 


ways been an advocate for a vigorous proſecution of the war; 
and if there was now a nearer and better proſpect of attain- 


ing the chiet object of it, a permanent and honourable peace, 
he ſhould be blameable at ſuch an important criſis to relax 


from his former opinion and profeſſions. Whatever is the 


| proſpect, 


te wee nt. 6 rat ett; a ek. 
If the noble Earl would reflect on the vaſt numbers of 
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peoſpect, it is the duty of adminiſtration to perſevere in the 


maintenance of the character and dignity of the country, 
which would be ſacrificed by the conditions ſuggeſted by the 
Noble Duke. What did the Noble Duke propoſe ?— That 


no hems indemnity ſhould be ſtipulated for than the tran- 


quillity of the nation, or in ether words, peace. Miniſters, 
on the contrary, have always thought'it their duty to require 
an indemnity for the expences of the war, and the people 


would conſequently expect it from them. How then con- 


tinue to inſiſt upon indemnification, when, if the Noble 


Duke's amendment ſhould be adopted, they muſt accept 
peace ſingly and ſeparately from all other conſiderations, for 


the Houſe would have declared they wiſhed for no other ? 


His Lordſhip obſerved, that the noble Earl, among other 
arguments, had inſinuated that the preſent proſpects of peace 
were probably deluſions to tantalize the public. He begged 


the noble Lord to recollect that the ſafety and happineſs of 


the country, as well as their ſituations, were much too impor- 


ttant to riſk, by miniſters trifling with the public at ſuch a criſis. 
Whenever any other perſon ſhould be appointed to ſucceed 
him, he ſhould very readily give way to their ſuperior ability, 
though conſcious, at the ſame time, that they could not diſ- 


charge their duty with ſuperior zeal and integrity. He had 


continued, and ſhould continue, to uſe his beft endeavours 
for the happineſs and proſperity of the nation, and if he did 
not do ſo, heſhould be liable to the cenſure of their Lordſhips, 
and therefore would take no credit to himſelf on that ac- 
count. With regard to the loſs of a part of our convoys, 


the misfortune had ere to us, but in the courſe of a war 
l | 


like the preſent, if it ſhould happen that traders are intercepted, 
no man could wonder at it, indeed it would be wonderful, if 


ſhips coming in from, and going out to every quarter of the 
world, ſhips both large and ſmall, and frequently failing at 
_ riſk, or difperſed by gales of wind, he would rather be ſur- 

priſed that ſo few had been captured, eſpecially as almoſt the 
whole of the maritime commerce is in our own hands, while 
the enemy ſcarcely holds any. The late melancholy loſſes in 


the Mediterranean and Jamaica homeward- bound fleets, were 


not difficult to account for. The Jamaica fleet had been ſe- 
parated from its convoy on the 13th of September, and the 
fleet came home ſafe, except a ſmall ſquadron. The Medi- 
terranean fleet having failed, was detained by contrary winds 
ſo long, that although it left Gibraltar on the ** of Sep- 
tember, it was but a * weſt ward of St. Vincents on 


the 
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the 75th of October, during which time a ſquadron had ſailed: 
from Toulon, paſſed through the ſtraits of Gibraltar, and 
captured a part of it, ſome of which have been re-taken. 
Our fleet in the Mediterranean was in much greater force 
than that at Toulon, and a ſquadron had been detached from 
St. Fiorenzo, by Admiral Hotham, on the 27th of Septem- 
ber, in purſuit. The noble Earl might talk of blocking up 
the ports of the enemy, ſo as to ſuffer no ſquadron to eſcape ;. 
but he appealed to every profeſſional man, whether it was 
poſſible at all times to prevent the ſailing of ſmall fquadrons,. 
and whether the ſailing of the Toulon fleet was attributable _ 
to any negligence on the part of the Admiral? No meaſure 
could be taken after' quitting the Straits. Some noble Lords. 
had "ſaid, that the lofs of theſe traders, were owing to the ex- 
pedition on the Coaſt of France; but he aſſured them, that if 
the ſhips employed in that expedition, had not been ſent there, 
they would have been diſperſed and ſent elſewhere, for they 
could not have been engaged upon the Mediterranean ſtation. 
The noble Earl he remarked, had laid a great ſtreſs on the 
ſelection of Monſieur de Puiſaye for that expedition. For his 


part, Earl Spencer ſaid, he had ſeen him but once, and 2 


could not therefore preſume. to ſpeak much of his perſonal 
qualifications ; but he requeſted the noble Earl to recollect 
that Monſieur de Puiſaye had been at the head of a confider- 
able party in France, whoſe object was the reſtoration of 
monarchy, irom whom he expeCted- great aſſiſtance. That 
being chief of that party, all communication with it from this 
country was through him. Without him, conſequently 
there was a much leſs proſpect of a junction with his party, 
and the number of thoſe, who joined to fight in the cauſe, for 
which the expedition was undertaken, would have been. 
leſs. This has been juſtified. in the event. Out of doors. 
he was aware their Lordſhips were in the habit of hearing 
falſe reports, and therefore he would- take this opportunity 
of ſetting: them right. Monſieur de Puiſaye was at this 
very moment at the head of a conſiderable party, that is 
to ſay, a party very great in its extent, which was ready 
to join, and did join, and was now acting with great 
effect. It was true, that many unfortunatè perſons had 
periſhed in that expedition, but it was a melancholy event 
which could not be avoided in war, and was attributable to 
another unfortunate-cauſe, 1 3 
Another part of the noble Earl's ſpeech, which he noticed, 
was, he ſaid, toe ſerious and delicate for publick diſcuſſion, if 
it had not been the duty of his Majeſty's ſervants to bring it 
5 Bond ions bo ens, 0054" OO 
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forward. He agreed completely with the noble Earl, who 
had obſerved it was both dangerous and miſchievous to hold 
out any remedy for an evil without the certainty of its effect. 
He left the noble Lords to judge of the prudence. and expe- 
dience of a poſitive and unqualified aſſertion, that acceding to 


the motion of the noble Duke, was the ohly way to reduce | 


the price of corn. Such a declaration certainly had a miſ- 


chievous tendency, though he would not apply it to any perſon 


that ſuch. a tendency - was deſigned. The conſumption of 
proviſion was, without doubt, encreaſed by war; but whenever 
he heard that that conſumption was provoked by the preſent 
war, he would give it his flat denial. When noble Lord's 
talked of ſo much being ſent abroad for the ſuſtenance of out 


troops, he begged leave to remind them that our troops muſt 


be fed if they were at home. If there be a ſcarcity, they 
ought to be careful how far they raiſe expectations which 
they are not able to verify, If there be a- deficiency, he 
granted that expedients to remedy: that deficiency ſhould be 
admitted. He allowed the truth of the old proverb, that 


« war produces ſcarcity,” but that proverb, he ſaid, regards 


the theatre of the war, where devaſtation and diſtreſs muft 
inevitably happen. The difference here, was material in- 
_ deed, and one which aroſe from the country's being ſo hap- 
pix ind 8 e 
In regard to the noble Duke's obſervations on the country 


curate, he obſerved, that if a ſecure and permanent peace 


could be obtained, the diſtreſſes would diminiſh, but even 
then, with ſo large a national debt, we muſt have taxes, and 
he did not think a tax on wine ſhould be much complained of. 
As to ale, no tax on malt had lately been impoſed. 
| Before he ſat down, he begged leave to declare, that he 
had eſpouſed the war in oppoſition to the ſyſtem of propagat- 
ing ſuch pernicious doctrines and opinions as it commenced 
with; and he was happy to find, that, in conſequence of the 
oppoſition made to them by the people of this country in ge- 
neral, they were almoſt deſtroyed. As much had been done, 


more might be; and, for his part, he had rather ſupport a 


perpetual and eternal war, than not obtain a ſecure and 
permanent peace. | 


Tord Lauderdale roſe, not, he ſaid, to ſpeak again to tbe 
queſtion, but to explain the motives of his conduct. The noble 


Ear] might attribute infinuations to him of a dangerous ten- 
dency; but he was extremely difordesly in uſing ſuch a mode 


of argument; he diſclaimed all ſuch ideas, and aſſured their 
Lordſhips, that whatever he might have ſaid, was cauſed 72 
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his deſire to ſpeak the truth and not to inflame mens minds, 
nor deceive them with imaginary bleſſings. 185 * 
The Marquis of Lauſdown roſe alſo to ſpeak in explanation, 
and in order to remove every ſuſpicion that he had endeavoured 
to inſinuate any thing improper, reminded the Houſe what his 
conduct had uniformly been ever ſince the ſcarcity was felt. 
At the place where he reſided Jaſt ſummer, the poor were 
exceſſively diſtreſſed, ſome of whom had nothing but bread and 
water to Jive upon, as he learned from the clergyman, who 
was a magiſtrate alſo. Yet he had forborne to mention this 
circumſtance, knowing how powerful and plauſible a weapon 
It would be in the poſſeſſion of heated men. He was too ſen- 
 fiblealfo that government would prevent it if they could, and 
at leaſt get every poſhble information on the ſubject. When 
he told their Lordſhips that the high price of proviſions would 
de reduced, by the deciſion of that night, he did not mean 
_ abſolutely and literally by the acceptation of the motion of 
amendment, but by the immediate influence it would have 
in procuring peace. Incredible he ſaid, had been the waſte 
and dearth of proviſions in conſequence of the war; the cauſes 


were manifeſt. The diverſion of ſo many men from agricul- 


ture to naval and military occupations, the extravagant con- 
ſumption beyond that which is confumed in their ordinary 
2 the loſſes by capture, the prodigious waſte, the 
other diſaſters incident to warfare, and the exportation of 

grain to the Weſt Indies, which uſed to be ſupplied from 


America. Theſe were the cauſes, and ſo convinced was 


he of their effects, that he had before ſuggeſted, with as much 
caution as he could, the ſuggeſtion that had been made to 
him of raiſing the price of wages by Act of Parliament. 
He wiſhed not to inflame the people but to avoid the appear- 


ance of deception, and although he gave the noble Earl z 


credit for acting conſcientiouſly, he hoped the noble Earl and 
the reſt of his Majehy's miniſters, would allow other men 
to have a little conſcience as well as themſelves. He was re- 
folved, however, to aſſert the Right of Parliament, elſe any 
miniſter might controul the freedom of debate by objecting 
to what he might be pleaſed to conſtrue inſinuations of a 
dangerous tendency, and thrown out for inflammatory pu- 
ſes. OE PO Rs e © 
Earl Spencer had ſaid, and would ſay again, that the mode 
which the noble Duke had propoſed, was not the mode to ob- 
tain an honourable and permanent peace, but he conceived the 
Speech delivered from the Throne, contained the good and 
proper mode, and therefore ſupported the original, as ſafer and 


more ſecure, 


1 
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The Marquis of Townſhend was ſorry that the diſcuſſion of 
the high price of corn had gone to ſuch a length, but with 


permiſſion he would ſend to the noble Lord a receipt, whereby 


a family 2 live one third cheaper than by the common uſe 


of bread. He uſed this mode himſelf, and it was extremely 
wholeſome and nutritious, and if the noble Lord would ſupply 


the poor in his neighbourhood with it, they would be able to 


bear the diſtreſſes of the war much eafier. : 
Lord Hawkeſbury declared he had not intended to take any 
part in the debate, but he could not help agreeing with the 
noble Earl, and throwing out a few ideas upon the preſent 
ſcarcity. The ſcarcity was in one ſenſe owing to the war, 
but it was with this diſtinftion. France has been at war 
with almoſt every other country, and in a ſtate of civil war 
throughout the greater part of her provinces ; conſequently 
ſhe has not been able to produce much grain. Her armies 
have been marching alſo in other countries, and have con- 


ſumed or are conſuming their great granaries, and hence ſhe 


has not enough at home for her own internal conſumption, 
while her armies abroad lay waſte the means of ſupply: - Let 


noble Lords turn their eyes homeward, and look to the ad- 
 vantages derived by this country from her diſtreſsful ſituation. 


Is there another free and open country to which the harveſts 
of foreign ſhores can be imported ? Suppoſe the ports of 


France were to be opened, ſhe would not only diminiſh the 
reſources we apply to, but draw off part of our own ſup- 


plies, for at preſent no corn is permitted to be exported. He 


acknowledged that he had not made himſelf a perfect maſter 


of the ſubſect, but theſe were a few leading opinions which 
he had formed upon it. | 


| The Lord Chancellor took notice of the digreſſion from the 
ſubject, that had marked the debate, and admitted with the 


noble Earl who had lately ſpoken in explanation, (Lord 
Lauderdale) that no member of the Houſe was at liberty to 
aſcribe motives to another for the fort of reaſoning he had 
advanced; every man's motives were lodged in his own 


boſom, and it was highly irregular to do more than to 


. anſwer his argument, and to meet it on the ground, be it 


what it might, that the noble Lord might be pleaſed to reſt 
it upon, For his own part, he would quarrel! with no man 
for his opinions, provided they were delivered with a due re- 


gard to that decorum ſuitable to the dignity of the Houſe, and | 
profeſſedly thrown out with an honeſt defire of contributing 
to the publick good. He would not at that late hour intrude 


upon their Lordihips with any long diſcuſſion on the leading 
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topicks, which neceſſarily were alluded to in the Speech from 


the Throne; they had been ſufficiently ſpoken to already, but 
he roſe rather to ſay a few words to a very important part of 
the ſubject in debate, viz. the high price of corn, its ſcarcity, 


and the conſequent diſtreſs of the poor for bread. The theme 


was undoubtedly extremely important and extremely delicate, 


but as it made an ingredient in the Speech from the "Throne, 
every noble Lord was not only at liberty, but in a manner 
called upon to ſtate his ſentiments, as to the beſt means of 
applying a remedy to an evil, which every one of their Lord- 
ſhips muſt deeply lament. He could not but be ſorry that the 
noble Marquis, whoſe great weight in the country, gave 
conſiderable authority to every thing he ſaid, had mentioned 


the raiſing the wages of the labouring men to the average 
price of a buſhel of wheat 'per week, as a means of reliet 


which met with his ſanction. ; 
The Marguis of Lanſdown roſt again, in order to ſet the 
noble and learned Lord right. He had expreſsly declared, 
that he had not yet made up his mind npon that plan, or any 


other, but that it was one among others that had been men- 


tioned to him in the country, and it appeared to be more feaſible 
than moſt that he had heard of, but he was far from meaning 


to commit himſelf to the recommending its adoption. 
The Lord Chancellor reſumed his argument, and reſtated 


the point ſubject to the Marquis's correction. He next pro- 


ceeded to notice what had fallen from the Duke of Grafton 


reſpecting the hard fituation of a country curate, who could 
not according to his Grace's ſtatement afford himſelf a glaſs 


of wine, or apint of ale a day, without being at the expence 


of three pounds per annum. The new duty on wine had 


certainly been a duty created by the war, and it was one of the 
burthens which curates, if they choſe to drink wine, mult 


ſhare in bearing, as well as the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
but it was to be recollected that wine was a luxury, and 


the tax on it a moſt Jaudable tax, when taxes were indiſ- 
penſible, on account of its produce and efficiency. With 


regard to the pint of ale, the argument was not applicable to 
the war, as no new'tax or exciſe had been impoſed on malt 
or beer, ſince the war commenced. If it were a grievance, 


therefore, it was not a grievance cauſed by the war. With 
regard to the noble Duke's expreſſion, that the laws of the 


country were obliged to be executed by the military. 
The Duke begged leave to interrupt the noble and learned 


Lord, as he had obviouſly miſapprehended him. His Grace 
then re-ſtated what he had ſaid, by which it appeared, _ 
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he had meant to charge it generally that the laws were ſo 
executed, but that too frequently it happened. 


| The Duke of Grafton happening to ſtand extremely near 


the Lord Chancellor, while the noble and learned Lord was 


on his legs, his Grace gave his explanation in ſo governed a 


tone, that his voice did not reach the end of the Houſe be- 
low the. table, the Biſhop of Rocheſter ſeeing two peers on 
their legs at the fame time, and not diſtinctly hearing what 
the Duke was ſaying, callęd to order. | . 
The Duke apparently hurt at being called to order, imme- 


- 


Prelate, who thought himſelf entitled to give laws to the 
| Houſe, choſe to diſcuſs a queſtion of order with him, he was 
ready to diſcuſs it, or any other queſtion, that the Right Re- 
verend Prelate thought proper to bring forward. That he 
had heen perfectly in order. A noble and learned Lord hav- 
ing miſunderſtood him, had proceeded to miſtate his argu- 
ment; upon which he had riſen to explain what he had faid, 
which was perfectly regular, in order, and conſonant to par- 
liamentary uſage. JZ 
The By/hop ſaid it was undeniably diſorderly for two noble 
Lords to be upon their legs at the ſame time holding a conver= 
ſation together, which the reſt of the Houſe could not hear. 
The Food Chancellor once mare reſumed his argument; the 
noble Duke, he ſaid, certa.nly had nct been diſorderly, but hap- 
pening to ſtand near him, when he found occaſion to interrupt 
him, in order to explain, by reſtating what he had ſaid, he had 
not thought it neceſſury to raiſe his voice ſo much as his 


Grace doubtleſs would have done, if he had ſtood farther 


from him. But to return to the matter to which he was 
drawing their Lordſhips attention when the interruption took 


place; he wiſhed to ſet the noble Duke right, by declaring - 


that there was at preſent no wiſh in government to call in 
the aid of the military to quell civil commotion, where the. 
civil power had authority enough to preſerve the peace and 
put an end to outrage and diſorder. With regard to the 
anecdote, which the noble Duke had ſtated, he certainly had 
been miſtaken in ſuppoſing that Chief Juſtice Holt had been 
che magiſtrate who had quitted the bench to ſuppreſs the 
riot, when the meeting-houſes were pulled down, In the 
{:rſt place it was impoſſible, becauſe Mr. Juſtice Holt had 
been in his grave ſome years. 2dly, Becauſe the riot occa- 
lioned by the mobs proceeding to pull down the meeting=-. 
houſes was not quelled without the interference of the mili- 
tary; and laſtly, becauſe ſeveral of the rioters were tried and, 
ROS I EIS 07 convicted 


* ſaid, with an audible voice, If the Right Reverend 
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convicted for their conduct on that occaſion. Having ſettled 
this error, his Lordſhip faid, he was very far from meaning 
to impute a ſimilarity of ſentiment, or a deſire to coincide 
either in language or opinion between the noble Marquis, 
the noble Duke, and certain perſons without doors, but he 

had read in a newſpaper,- called the Telegraph, an account 
of the proceedings of a meeting held in the fields on the firſt 
day, where _ inflammatory harangues were addreſſed to the 

paſſions of the lower order of the people, and ſeditious papers 
and hand-bills circulated, which had obviouſly produced that 
degree of impreſſion in ignorant and uninformed minds, to 
which the indecent and ſcandalous ovtrages in Weftminſter,. 
the preceding day, were to be attributed. In that account, 
in the Telegraph, it was not alittle ſingular, that the three 
matters tated by the noble Duke, and the noble. Marquis, in 
the courſe of the debate, had been brought forward, dif- 
culled, and much inſiſted upon; he repeated it, that he was 
fure the noble Duke and noble Marquis did not mean to lend 
rhe weight of their rank and character to fanAion the argu- 
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Mt ments of ſuch a meeting, it was therefore, in his judgement, 
£2! much to be lamented, that it ſhould” have happened, that the 
{418 _ doctrines of the political demagogues, to whom he aljuded, 
Pit! ſhould have received, even accidentally, the countenance of 
i BY b auguſt and dignihed an aſſembly as the Houfe, and that the 
We: ſame ſort of reafoning ſhould have. prevailed at a meeting 
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made up of fuch characters and their Lordſhips. The bad 
conſequences of ſuch meetings as that held lately in the fields 
near Iſlington, were ſo obvious, that his Lordſhip faid, it 
would be unneceſſary for him to dwell upon them, it was 
enough to mention the abſurdity of men haranguing about 
the decay of the national wealth in a ſituation in which they 
could not turn their heads round without ſeeing a riſing vil- 
lage on every ſide of them, and dealing out phillippics on the 
 Jubject of the general diſtreſs of the kingdom, under the 
very ſmoke of the brick kilns that were burning in order to 
fürniſh materials for the erection of new villages, when the 
ſeaſon fit for building ſhould return, and their Cordmips well 
knew that the ſtrongeſt proof of an encreaſing population 
and the encreaſing wealth of 2 pation, that could be poſſibly. 
given, was the rapid addition of new habitations and ex- 
tending vicinages, Having ſtrongly expreſſed his wiſhes, 
that nothing ſhould have fallen out in the courſe of the de- 
bate, that could for a moment incline” people without doors 
to imagine that any of their Lordſhips felt, in unifon with- 
thoſe, from whom they certainly would not be much my 
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Hed in having it thought that they borrowed. their opinions, 
the Lord Chancellor took notice of what had been ſaid by-a 
noble Earl {Lord Lauderdale) in reſpect to the conſcien- 
tiouſneſs of the preſent miniſters, and the views with which "0 
they came into office. He ſaid that it was moſt true, that one 
of the circumſtances which inclined him to accept of the 
ſituation which he had the honour to fill, was to profit by 
the opportunity it afforded him of oppoſing and retifting a 
ſyſtem, which had produced ſuch bitter fruit in a-neighbour- 
ing kingdom, and threatened to take root in this country. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he had the ſatisfaction, ſor he muſt uſe the 
word, nowithſtanding the diſpleaſure it had been received 
with by ſeveral of their Lordſhips, to know that he was 
ſpeaking at that moment in a Britiſh Houſe. of Lords, an 
aflembly. which their Lordſhips would recollect it had, by a 
ceitain deſeription of perſons, been long ſince aflerted would 
not at that time be in exiſtence. If the principles that the 
French had made it their boaſt that they would ſtudy to pro- 
pagate throughout Europe, had not been early, earneſtly, and 
effectualiy reliſted, the priyileges of every one of their Lord- 
ſhips- might ere this have been at an end, and Great Britain 
might have been made a ſcene of the ſame anarchy, the ſame 
diſtreſs, and the ſame deſolation and ruin that France had 
for ſome me preſented, He drew a ſtriking picture of the 
contraſt to be ſeen between the internal ſituation of that 
country and of this, as well as of their reſources, their com- 
merce, their agriculture, and their manufactures, Our ports 
were daily ſending out merchantmen fraught with valuable 
cargoes of the produce and creation of the foil, or the in- 
duſtry of our huſbandmen and manufacturers, or receiving 
ſhips richly laden with .cargoes of raw materials to be work- 
ed up by our artizans, ar commodities and merchandize to 
create freſh employment for the ingenious, the factor, and 
tie merchant. In France every trade but thoſe of war and 2 85 
ambition were at a ſtand, and every ſpecies of induſtry was 
no more. The hiſtory of their manutactures and commerce, 

which had been ene great means of their national celebrity, 

was to be traced only in the ruins of Marſeilles, of 

Lyons, and. ſuch. other great towns, as had formerly 

excited the admiration. of the world from the magmfi» 

cence of the buildings, the ingenuity of the „orkmen, the 

perfection, of their manufactures, and the extent of their 

traffick in thoje manufactures at nome and abroad. The 
fatal effects of building up government upon new and wild, 
and idle theories had, by the example of the French, been ſuffi 
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„  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Loss. 
ciently ſhewn, and he hoped it would ſerve as an uſeful leſſon 
to this country and to poſterity. In France we hid ſeen 
what was termed the ſy ſtem of terror prevail in all its horrors. 
Faction had ſucceeded faction, and men, the moſt violent 
enemies to each other, by the convulſion of parties had on 
the ſudden found themſelves deſtined to death together, and 
met upon the ſame ſcaffold to expiate their perhaps equal, 
but differently directed, crimes. Fhus tyranny facesedel 
tyranny, and one deſpot and his partizans haſtily followed _ 
another to their fate. Theſe were the bleſſed effects of 
ſyſtems of government founded in what was called equality 
and the rights of man. He hoped the good ſenſe of the 
people of this country would teach them to profit by the exhi- 
bition of ſuch ſcenes; that they would ſee that due ſubordina- 
tion, and a government by law, was the beft ſecurity for preſer- 
ving a conſtitution under which they had long experienced, and 
he hoped they would long continue to experience bleſſings and 
benefits of ineſtimable value. Having purſued this well 
timed appeal to the feelings of every auditor for ſome time, 
his Lordſhip drew his animated and able ſpeech to a con- 
cluſion by declaring that he ſhould give his vote for the Ad- 
dreſs, ſince the noble Duke's amendment ſeemed to him to 
be highly objectionable as well on account of the difficulty 
and embarraſſment it would create in the way of n@otiation, 
for what it profeſſed to be its ſole ſubject, the acceleration of 
peace, as becauſe it propoſed to ſeek no other indemnity 
than what might reſult from the return of two things, both 
of which were in our poſieſſion at the preſent moment, viz. 
wealth and induſtry. _ Ee be tori AB oe ts | 
The Duke of Norfolk roſe next, and made a ſhort ſpeech in 
ſupport of the motion of the noble Duke, for which he declared 
he ſhould vote, becauſe it was diſtinctly ſaid in it, that if the 
French would not agree to fair terms of peace, they would ' 
ſupport the crown in carrying on the war. He owned the 
declaration of miniſters, that day, did not make the amend- 
ment fo neceſſary as it would otherwiſe have been. He re- 
minded the learned Lord, that the French revolution had 
originated not with the people, but with the government, in 
conſequence of their diſtreſs from extravagance and waſte, 
which had brought on the ruin of their reſources—a thing 
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The Duke Be tford ſaid, that after the indulgence he had 
received, he would not make uſe of the cuſtomary privilege 
allowed to the mover of an amendment, and animadvert on the 
various topics of the debate; the declaration of his Majeſty was 
not ſufficiently preciſe ; but that of the Secretary of State that 
TE OO a Ye : „ - Wh 
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ber. 30.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTSY 33 
night, if he had taken down his words correctly, would fatis' 
him, and he thould, with the conſent of their Lordſhips, with- 
draw his amendment if he underſtocd that the noble Lord 
agreed to them. Ihe noble Secretary of State's words, 
which he had not taken down at the moment, but almaſt im- 
mediately after wards, were That in caſe the conſtitution 
now offered to the people of France, and perhaps now adopt- 
ec, ſhould be found likely to eſtabliſh ittelf in ſuch a form as 
ſhould ſecure a government likely to preſerve the relations of 
peace and amity, his objections to treating with them wauld 
de entirely removed.” He aſked if theſe, or ſimilar words, 
70 in er eu EO . 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he never would hold ambignous lan- 
guage or deny what he had faid in that Houſe, he would 
therefore repeat his aſſertion, (which his Lordſhip did delibe- 
rately, and which imparted the hope that the government of 
France, under the new conſtitution, would aſſume a form 
that would encourage his Majeſty's miniſters to conſider it as 
a government capable of Den the accuſtomed relations 
of amity and peace, and that as foon as it did fo, they would 
_ deem it a proper time for negotfation, and would act accord- 
ingly, being as anxious for Obtaining an honourable peace as 
any ſet of men, whenever it could be obtained on ſuch,terrtis as 
Great Britain had a right to expect, and which ſhould promiſe 
to render it fafe and permanent) but to attempt to make the 
words of an individual peer in the debate, not taken down'at the 
time, a ground of either the making or the withdrawing any 
motion, was ſo unfair and fo unparliamentary, that he would 
not conſent to be placed in ſuch a ſituation. His Lordihip 
enforced this idea very ſteadily and firmly. 8 . 


The Duke of Redford ſuid, he meant nothing unfair or un- 
parliamentary, that not wiſhing to clog miniſters, he was 
willing to withdraw his motion if he could ſee any cauſe, 
plain and intelligible, aſſumed by miniſters, and that fairly 
avowed, though it did not go to far as he wined it. He 
moved then to withdraw his amendment, declaring, at the 

ſame time, that he could not agree to that part of the adgrefs 
which expreſſed their jſatisfaction at the improved {tate of 
The amendment was, by conſent of the Houſe, withdrawn, 
and the motion for the Addreſs carried. The Addreſs then 
went through the uſual forms, and was ordered to be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty by the whole Houſe; as was the 
Addreſs on the circumſtance of the attack on his royal per- 
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Earl Spencer ave notice, that on the firſt day of the. 
meeting of the Houſe, he ſhould move for the thanks of the 
Houſe to Lord B idport, and the officers under him for he 
gallant action againſt the French on the 234 of June laſt. 


JJ - 
Two new writs were ordered, one for the Borough of Rye, 
in the county of Suſſex, in the room of Gencral Clarke, who 
Has accepted one of the Chiltern Hundreds, and the other for 
the county of Haddington, in Scotland, in the room of 
82 1 Eſq. who has accepted the otfice of Receiver 
Genera. pi 3 5 
The Earl of Dall itbh brought up the Addreſs, which was 
read a firſt and ſecond time, after which it was agreed that it 
thouid be pre ſented by the whole Houſe, and ſuch members as 
are of his whe 45 By Honourable Privy Council, were deſired 
to wait upon his Majeſty, to know when it will be his pleaſure 
JJ —J—L— 
Tord Mornington reported, that he had been to the Lords 
with the meſſage of that Houſe, and that their Lord{hips had 
informed him tuey would fend an anſwer by meſſengers (of 
their own, jj ie bi Nt thy: popes 
Mr. Fehyll (aid, Parliament had never been aſſemblied at a 
time more. big with important expectations than the preſent, 
but from the experience he had of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman oppolite to him, he did not conſider it aſſembled 
ſo much with a view to the diſcuſſion of our affairs, as for 
ſupporting his adminiſtration, and obtaining freſh ſupplies, 
Hie ſuppoſed the Right Honourable Gentleman had felt him- 
ſelf totally exhauſted cf his finances, and had recourſe to this 
aſſembly to enable him to carry on the war. Upon that ſub- 
ject he had one queſtion to put, which he hoped would be 
anſwered. He deſired to know © whether the Right Honour» 
, able Gentleman was diſpoſed to avow, that he had adopted 
C that ruinous and extravagant ſyſtem, which originated in 
<« the worſt of times, and under the worſt of governments in 
« France?” That is to ſay, © whether he jak e been 
ct drawing freſh loans upon bills, without the concurrence and 
« indemnity of Parliament, thereby involving the honour 
„ and credit of the nation, as well as aggravating the 
national debt by an exorbitant diſcount ?? Mr, Jet 2 
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Scr. 30.  WOODFAEL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 5 
had underſtood that it had lately been the practice to negociate 
bills, dated Hamburgb, and drawn upon a banker in London 
of the name of Boyd, which were made payable in four 

months, and in conſequence diſcounted at the Bank. 80 
numerous and fo large had been the ſums of money given 
to Comte Artois, and fo laviſhly ſquandered in the expedition 
to Quiberon, and on the coaſt of France, that this expedient 
was abfolutely neceffary to ſuſtain the ſinking credit until the 
ſupplies ſhould be granted, waich, if the report be true, ought 

in ſuch a cafe to be refuled, for it was diſhonourable to the 
nation, and encroaching; on the privileges of Parliament, while 

it reſembled the laſt pitiful means of a bankrupt trader. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that whenever the | 
Honourable and learned Gentleman would be pleaſed to name 5 

_ a regular day for the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs, he ſhould not ; 
be unwilling to anſwer any queſtion concerning it, but in the 
mean time, he aſſured him, that no ſtep had been taken to 


| exceed the amount granted by Parliament laſt ſeſſion. 


ot  *  SCARCITY OF CORN. EI ER : 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a committee to take... 
into conſideration the preſent fearcity and high price of corn. 
Mr. Ryder in the chair. „„ Wed lt THT LE 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that his only object 
for having moved that the Houſe reſolve itſelf into a com- 
mittee then, was to take the earlieſt opportunity of relieving 
the public mind, by aſking leave to bring in a Bill for the 
further continuance of a Bill paſſed laſt feiſions, allowing the 
importation of, corn into this kingdom from any foreign 
country, duty free. The Bill that had paſted laſt ſeſſion did 
nat expire for fome weeks, and it was his intention that the 
limited time ſhould be extended to twelve months longer. 
He wiſhed, therefore, that a ſelect committee might be ap- 
pointed next Tueſday, when all the information which govern- 
ment had received upon this ſubject ſhould be laid before it, 
and further enquiry might be made iu conſequence to obtain a 
nec m ᷣðͤ 55 55 
Mr. Huſſey deſired to aſk one queſtion.— He wiſhed to 
know whether the plan of re ief were likely to be effectual? 
He ſuppoſed the Right Honourable Gentleman had conſidered 
it well, and that there was a probability that the product of 
foreign countries had been ſufficient not only for their .' 
conſumption, but to allow the ſurplus to us; but if from the 
information of foreign countries it ſhould be found, that they _ 
are not able to ſend a ſupply. to our markets fo as to gain a 
WE Te 8 A competent 
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He alter wards attended his Majciy to the Houſe of Peers, and 


os WOODPFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPOR TS. Foonenfb 
competent profit, we had no reaſon to eypect an 1 
without a bounty. | 5 
The Chancelior of the K ſaid, he was hy no means 
immoveably attached or wedded to the plans he had ſuggeſted, 
which were merely ſimple and experimental, but he hoped 
when the ſubject came to be diſcuſſed in the committee, he 
might hear of ſome probable method, in which caſe he ſhould 
be ready to forego his own plan to adopt it. At preſent he 
had only called the attention of the Houſe to the preſſure of 
the ſcarcity, and conceived that any idea of a bounty would 
be impolitic and imprudent. It was impoſſible to be too 


cautious in an, affair of ſuch. importance; . 


Ceneral Smith declared he could not entertain much confi- 
bobs in miniſters, who had lately conſidered the then ap- 
proaching harveſt as adequate to remedy the ſcarcity. How- 
ever, he hoped that a ſufficient ſtore of foreign grain would be 


laid up to prevent a ſimilar diſt refs in future. 


Mr. Fox roſe, not to make any objection to the motion for 
bringing in this Bill, but to receive information when the lar 


for prohibiting the diſtilleries expires, as their ule would 


materially affect the price of grain. | 
The Chancellir f the Exchequer informed him that the act 
expired i in F ebruary next. 
Ar. Hiuſſey ſaid, he meant to have made the ſame re mark. 
He hoped they were to be ſtopped, and if they were, why not 
publiſh it? The price of grain fell before when the Giſtileries 
were ſtopped, and the knowledge of” this circumſtance 5 


have effect. 


The committee having made the motion, | 
Ar. Dudley Ryder brought up the report, and next T welday 


was named for the appointment of a ſelect committee. 


A meſſage from the Lords, informed the Houſe, that their 


Lordſhips had ſent a copy of the minutes of the evidence, 


whoſe names had been yetterday delivered. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the 
day, for taking into conſideration the addreſs communicated 
by the Lords. (Vide this work, page 5.) 

The minutes of the evidence were then read. The firſt 
was that of Mr. J. Walford, haberdaſher, of Pall- mall, who 
was on duty as conſtable, nd {ſtationed at the Horſe Guards. 
He atiended on the right hand fide of the gate-way, and Mr. 


Stockdale on'the left, to whom he pointed out one perſon in 


the croud, aſſembled about the gate- way, as very active in his 
ee eee of © Down with George!“ — “ No War!” 


L 


7 
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in the narrow paſlage eppoſite the Ordnance Office ſaw 
_ ſomething paſs with great velocity, and ſoon after found the 
_ glaſs of his Majeſty's coach broke. To him it appeared to 
be a ball which had paſſed him and broken the glaſs. He ſoon 

diſcovered the fame man again, who was at that time quiet, 


but on his Majeſty's return he ſaw him ſtoop down, as if to 


pick up ſomething, while ſtones were thrown about by the 


mob. He afterwards heard him cry Down with George!“ 
again, and ſprang forward to ſeize him, but was obliged to 


D 


deſiſt, or be trampled on by the Horſe Guards. He at length 
ſeized, him in the court- yard of St. James's. The ſubſtance 
which was thrown” the witneſs ſuppoſed to be the ſize of a 
marble or bullet, from the hole it made in the glaſs. He ſaw 
It pals through the air, but on account of its velocity, could 
not diſtinguiſh what it was. The man had nothing in his 
| PRE when he ſtooped down, and many ſtones were thrown 
by other people. Many perſons alſo repeated the ſame words, 
among whom was a barber, He did not perceive any French 
accent in their exclamations, The man, when apprehended, 
ſtruggled to get away, and cried, * Good God! am I fuf- 
© pected of Si0oyatcy? Surely there can be no harm in ac- 
e quainting the King with our grievances?” He was 
ſearched, but there was no inſtrument, nor miſhle weapon 
JJ... — 
Mr. John Stockdale, bookſeller; of Piccadilly, was ſtation- 
ed that day 2s a conſtable near the Horſe- Guards. He ob- 
ſerved many people hiſſing, and there was a number of others 
biſſing alſo, whom he did not notice. In the narrow part; 


between the palace-yards, a ſtone was flung; and Mr. 


Walford pointed a perſon out to Kennedy, of Bow-ſtreet, 
whom he ſuſpected to have flung it, but the crowd was fo 
thick as to render it uncertain. There was a frequent cry of 

& No war, no King!“ About the middle of the park, the 


man was ſeen again; and he ſet Walford at defiance. He + 


was a young man, in a green Coat, with a black collar, and 
a guard or two were at that time before him. The ſubſtance 


which Mr. Stockdale ſaw thrown, looked like a halfpenny, 


but its force was ſpent, and therefore he believed the glaſs to 
be broken with ſomething elſe; . Two ſubſtances were 
thrown; and fifty of the ſame gang; if he might be allowed to 
uſe the expreſſion, were among the crowd; The young man 


| Teſted on the ſhoulder of another perſon, but, after his appre- 


henſion, denied all knowledge of that perſon. 


Mr. Walford, on a re-examination faid, that he thought the 


| None had been thrown by the man he apprehended, though he 
PO GL on Po Na, obſerved 
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obſerved a window open at the time. He ſuſpected the ſub- 
ſtance to be a ſtone, becauſe it was rounder and harder than a 


balfpe 


Mr. * Parker, of Pimlico, and one of his Majeſty's 
footmen, was on the right hand fide of the ſtate coach, when 
ſomething whizzed by him, which, as it was attended with no 
report, he imagined to be diſcharged from an air gun. It 
made a little hole in the glaſs of the {tate coach, and a window 
oppoſite was open. He was fo timid and alarmed at the time 
John Sayer, an officer of Bow-ſtreet, was againſt the glafs 
of the coach-door, when he heard a craſh, and a round hole 
was broken in the middle, about the fize of his finger, with a 
ſtar round it. He knew the place, and the houſe oppoſite to 
which it was thrown—He did not know where the perſons 
aſſembled, for there were different men in different places. 

Thirty or forty however followed the coach, hiſſing and 
hallooing for © Peace!” On being queſtioned again as to 
the number which followed, he ſaid there were thirty or _y 
on each fide of the coach, ſo that there might be eighty in all, 
or if he ſaid a hundred, he ſhould not exaggerate. Among 


Oßher perſons who hiſſed was the man ſeized in the park. 


__ Chriſtopher Kennedy, an officer of Bow-ftreet, faw the 
hole in the glaſs ſtarred, but did not think it had been broken 


with a ſtone; for, if it had, he imagined the hole would have 


been larger. He did not obſerve the open window, but he 


ſaw a number of people, ſome of whom were huzzaing and 


others hiſſing. He ſaw one ftone thrown, too: it was as big 


as a walnut. | 


Here the minutes of the evidence cloſed ; when the addreſs 


was read a ſecond time. The Houſe then agreed with the 
addreſs nemine contradicente, and the blanks were ordered to 


be filled up. e | 8 
A meſſage was ſent to acquaint the Lords, that the Com- 
mons agreed with their addreſs; and the Houſe adjourned till 
the next day. 5 „ 1 e 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

HEL | SATURDAY, October 31. | 

The Houſe met at half paſt one, and proceeded to 
St. James's with their Addreſs. - Adjourned to Wedneſday 
next. Tj | J oe IN re eve, 


= 


The 
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The following is a copy of the Addreſs of the Houſe of 
Lords, preſented to the King at St. James's, on Saturday 
the 31ſt of October, in anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious 9 8 from the e and his Majeſty's Anſwer. 


7 he Humble ADDREss of the Right Honourable the Logps 
1 iritual and * in Parliament Os.” 


2 Di Veneris, IF ooh 179 9% 


Mo ” gracious Sovereign, „„ 


| Wh, your Majeſty” s moſt dutiful and loyal tabjedts, the Lords Spiritual and 
"Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your Majeſty our hum- 
ble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, : 
Me beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſee with great pleaſure, that, not- 
withſtanding many events unfavourable to the common cauſe, a material improve- 
ment in the general proſpe& of affairs appears to have taken place in the courſe - 
of the preſent year; and particularly, that the threatened invaſion of Italy has 
been prevented, and that the offenſive projects, which the French were purſuing 
FE on the fide of Germany, have been fruſtrated by the recent operations of the 
Auftrian army. We are ſenſible that the advantages which our enemies have de- 
rived from the ſucceſſes which have attended their military operations in other 
| parts of the campaign, and.fram the concluſion of ſeparate treaties of peace, are 
far from compenſating the evils they experience from the continuance of the war; 
and it is particularly ſatisfactory to us to obſerve, with your Majeſty, the 
impreſſion which has been produced by the deſtruction of their commerce, the 
dimunition of their naval ſtrength, and the diſtreſs of their internal fituation, as 

well as the general ſenſe which appears to prevall in France, of the neceſſity of 
Peace and ſettled e in order to relieve the TG preſſure of theſe 
difficulties. | 

While we feel the 8 of the iſſue of the ctifis to which the diſtraction 

and anarchy of France have now led, we are fully ſenſible of the important con- 
ſequences which it muſt probably produce, If this crifis ſhould terminate in any 
order of things compatible with the tranquillity of other countries, and affording 
10 reaſonable expectation of ſecurity and permanence in any treaty which might 
N be concluded, we ſhould ſee with · pleaſure a diſpoſition in the enemy to treat for 
general peace, on zus and ſuitable terms; and in the gracious declaration of your 
_ Majeſty's views in that reſpect, we recognize the ſame paternal attention to the 
welfare of your Majeſty's ſubjeQs, which we have had ſo many occaſions to ſee 
With e ; But we ſhould very ill diſcharge our duty to 9 * and to 
0 2 Ser | our 
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our country, if we did not readily concur in every meaſure which may be neceſo 


fary to convince our enemies that we are prepared for either alternative, and are 
determined to ſupport your Majeſty in the vigorous proſecution of the war, till 
your Maj ſt; ſhall be enabled to concliide, in conjunction with your Allies, ſuch 
a peace as the juſtice of our cauſe and the fityation of the enemy may entitle your 
Majeſty to expect: And we are ſenſible how important it is, for theſe objects, to 


maintain and improve our naval ſup eriority, and to ſecure and extend the advan- 
rages obtained in the Weſt Indies, ſo 8 canipefted wo our commercial re- 5 


ſources and maritime ftrength. | 
Permit us to aſſure your Myeſty, that, while we regret the neceſſity vader 


which your Majeſty has found yourfelf of treating the United Provinces as in a 
ſtate of war, we learn with much ſatisfaction the cordial and active aſſiſtance 


afforded by the naval force furniſhed to your Majeſty by the Empreſs of Ruſſja. 2 


We return your Majeſty our grateful thanks for the communic. ation, which 


your Majeſty has been pleaſed to direct to be made to us, of the defenſive en- 


gagements concluded by your Majefty with the Two Imperial Courts, an of on 


treaty with the United States of America, 


We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, thar we are N ſenfible of the pater- | 


nal ſentiments expreſſed by your Majeſty reſpe&ting the difficulties arifing to your 


Majeſty's ſubjefts from the high price of grain: We have the higheſt pleaſure in | 
reflecting on the gracious manrer in which your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs your. 
ſenſe of th- ſpirit of order and ſubmiſſion to the laws, which, with very few i ex- 


ceptions, has continued to manifeſt itſelf under this ſevere preffure : And we in- 


treat your Majeſty to be perſuaded, that we ſhall. not fail to apply ourſelyes, with 
the utmoſt diligence, to the conſideration of ſuch meaſures as may tend to allevi- 
ate the preſent diſtreſs, and to prevent the renewal of it in future. Relying with 


the utmoſt confidence on the concurrence of your Majeſty i in ſuch remedies as may 


be found practicable, in a concern ſo important to the welfare of your Majeſty * 
ſubjects, which we know from long experience to be e the We neareſt oY 


your Majeſt, s heart. 


4 


His MaJzsTY's moſt Gracious Anſwer, _ 
My Lon ps, | 


I receive with the greateſt pleaſure this very 1890 and autifal Addreſs. ; 
The ſenſe which you entertain of the preſent fituation and proſpect of affairs, 


and the aſſurances you give me of your ſu; port in that line of conduct which I 


have judged it neceſſary to purſue, muſt produce the beſt effects with a view to cither 
of the alternatives to which the preſent crifis may lead. 

My exertions ſhall be unremittingly employed to maintain the "SLND at ef- 
ſential intereſt of my ä and promote the welfare and ee of N 


3 © HOUSK 


S OL TI 


Ba 


© >» 


Nena! WOODEALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ton | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS: 

„ ' SATURDAY, October 32 
The Speaker took the chair at half paſt one o'clock. 
The order of the day being read for taking his Majeſty's 
Speech into conſider ation. WR 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, “ That a ſupply 
« be granted to his Majeſty,” which being agreed to, he 
moved.“ That the motion be referred to a Committee of the 
« whole Houſe on Monday next.” —Ordered. 

Mr. Dundas gave notice that he would, on Monday, 
move for the thanks of that Houſe to Admiral Lord Bridport 
| hy the other officers for the naval victory. of the 23d of . | 
laſt, * 50 | | 
A meſſage was received from the Lords, *“ That they 
« would wait on his Majetty with their addreſs at two 
* ff ‚⁰» T : „ | 

Lord Stopford acquainted the Houſe with his Majeſty's 
pleaſure, that he would receive their addreſs at half paſt two 
o'clock, At two o'clock the Houſe adjourned, and pro- 

ceeded to St. James's with the addreſs, We e e 

The Speaker was attended to St. James's by near 100 
members. 0 EINE Y ORE e ee rs 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Mon, Member 2. „ 

The Speaker reported to the Houſe that both Houſes attended 
his Majeſty upon Saturday laſt, with their Addreſs; to which 
his Majeſty was pleaſed to give this moſt gracious anſwer *. . 

The Speaker alſo reported to the Houſe, that the Houſe 
attended his Majeſty upon Saturday laſt, with their addreis; 
to which his Majeſty was pleaſed to give this moſt gracious 
anſwer k. | DR a ee „ 

„ | | A new 

* Vide Anſwer in Debates of the Lorde, page g. 1 

+I thank you for this very loyal and dutiful addrefs. It 2Zords r the greateſt 
ſatisfaction to learn that you concur in the view Which' entertain of the general 

fituation and p roſpect of affairs, and to receive the atfurances of your firm and 
decided ſupport in thoſe exertions, which are moſt licely to enſure and ac- 

celerate the reſtoration of peace, on ſuch grounds as the juſtice of our cauſe and 
the Gtuation of the enemy may intitle us to expect. = | 
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A new writ was ordered for the borough of St. Maws, in 


Cornwall, in the room of Thomas Calvert, Eſq; who has ac- 
cepted the office of Steward to the Chiltern Hundreds, 
| he order of the day was read for the Houſe to reſolve 


reſelf into a committee for a ſupply of grants to his Majeſty ; 


and his Majeſty's ſpeech was referred to che conſideration of 
the ſaid committee. 
The Houſe xccordingl reſolved itſelf BY a committee of 


the whole Houſe —Mr. Jobart in the chair—when the que(- 
tion was put and carried, that a ſupply be granted; and Mc. 


Hobart was ordered to report the reſolution, which will be 
received to-morrow. 
Nr. Secretary Dundas obſerved, that, however gentlemen | 


might differ upon political ſubjects i in prone concerning this 
war, there was but one opinion, he believed, upon the me- 
morable examples of bravery, both. naval and military, which 


our defenders had afforded. Among theſe memorable ex- 


amples was the brilliant victory obtained over the enemy on 
the 23d of June laſt, by Lord Bridport and the officers and 
ſeamen under his command, in which they had diſplayed a 
zeal and military ardour that reflected honour on the annals of 
this country. He therefore moved, That the thanks of the 
Houſe be given to Lord Bridport, K.B. and Rear Admiral of 
England, for his able and gallant conduct in the FIAT over 


| the enemy 5 1 on the 2 205 of Jen laſt 9. 


| Nothing tall be omitted on my part, to make an effectual uſe of the means 


- which you may put into my hands, for a purpoſe ſo at Huan to the permanent 


intereſts and happineſs of my people. 


*. 1 hat che thanks of this Houſe bs: given to Admiral Lord Bridport, for ke 


= able and gallant conduct in the important and brilliant victory obtained over the 
enemy on the 23d day of June laſt, by a detachment of his M yelly s fleet vader 


his command. 

That the thanks of this Houſe be given to Vice PR Bir Sir Alan Ge, 
Baronct; Rear Admiral Harvey; and Rear Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour; for 
their gallant exertions on the above occaſions; and that Mr. Speaker do ſignify 


| the thapks of this Houſe to Rear Admiral Harvey. 


That the thanks of this Houſe be given to the captains and * n of the 
fquadron under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport, for their gallant ex- 
ertions on the above e and that Admiral Lord e do Ggnify the ſame 
to them. 
That this Houſe do highly approve of and acknowledge the ſervices of the 


ſeamen, IRE, and ſoldiers on board the ſhips under the command of Admi- 
10 
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All theſe motions were reſolyed nemine contradicente, and 


| the Houſe e a5 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuxspar, November 3. 


Me Hobart hrokehe up the report of the committee of 

eſterday, which had voted that a ſupply be granted to his 
Majeſty. — The reſolution was read aud agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houſe, that he had received, 


from Vice Admiral Hotham, the following letter, in return to 


the thanks of that Houſe, ſignified to him by Mr. Speater, 


in obedience to the commands of the 1 day of n in 


the laſt ſeffion of Parliament *. 


— 


HIGH 


ral Lord Bridport, in "a brilliant action with the French fleet, on the 23d day 
of June laſt; and that the Captains of the ſeveral ſhips do fignify the 9 to 
their . crew, and do Mans them for their gallant behaviour. 


* $8 8 IR, . ne: , Britannia at Sea, T5th June, 1795» | 
The highly 3 and flattering teſtimony, oonveyed in your letter, of the 


fenſe which the Commons of England have, by their unanimous vote, been 


pleaſed to entertain of my ſervices, and that of the officers, ſeamen, and troops, 
ſerving under my orders on the 14th of March, I loft no time to communicate to 
them! in the moſt public manner; for, to their efforts and exertions, is to de ata. 
tributed abundantly more merit than any of which I can boaſt, | 
Public thanks, coming from ſuch an auguſt aſſembly, as they refle& the 
higheſt luſtre on thoſe upon whom they are conferred, cannot but be conſidered as 
the greateſt of all pofſible rewards, and muſt neceſfarily furnith additional incen- 
tives to that glory, zeal, and ſteady perſeverance, which, I truſt the Britiſh fleer 
will, at all times, manifeſt in the defence of their King and of their Country 5 and, 
as no language of mine can expreſs the ſenſe of what I feel for having, oaly in the 
exccution of my duty, been ſo amply rewarded, I muſt beg you will do me the 
kindneſs to endeavour to impreſs upon the Honourable Houſe all that I feel from 
their indulgence, as I muſt ever conſider it the firſt honour of my life to have 


| obtained this public mark of their diſtinction. 


I cannot conclude, withont thanking you, Sir, moſt cordially for your oblige 
ing partiality, expreſſed in the polite and flattering terms with which you have 
been gr to e to me the reſolutions of the Houſe upon this occafion. 

: 1 have the honour to be, S 
SIR, + 
Your moſt obedient 
| „ 82 7 Humble ſervant, 
"The Right Hon. the Speakers | BY 
| Pa Ade 
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HIGH PRICE or En EAD. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the order of the - ap; 


for taxing 1 into — conlideration the high price of corn, 
| | which 
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| Admiral Lord Bridport being come to che Houfe, Mr. Spealer acquainted him, 
chat the Houſe had, yeſterday, unanimouſiy reſolved, That the thanks of this 
i Houſe be given to him, for his able and gallant conduct in the important and bril- | 
A liant victory obtained oyer the enemy, on the 23d day of June laſt, by a detach- 
| ment of his Majeſty" s fleets under his command; and Mr. Speaker gave him the 
thanks of che Houſe accordingly, as followeth, vis, ny 


Admiral Lord Bridport, © wg 
IN obedience to the commands of this Houſe, 1 have the 1 4 to commu- 
nicate to your Lordſhip their unanimous thanks for the important ſervice which 
vou have rendered to your country. The intrepidity, the ſkill, and public ſpirit, 
of Britiſh officers and ſeamen, have at no period been more conſpicuouſly and 
ſucceſsfully manifeſted than during the preſent war. "Theſe qualities were pecu- 
liarly diſplayed on that memorable occaſion, which have added luſtre to the naval 
reputation of your country, as well as to your own. It is on that maritime ſu- 
_periority, which your Lordſhip has eminently contributed to maintain, that not 
the glory only, but the ſecurity and independence of theſe kingdoms, muſt, un- 
der the fayour 'of divine Providence, materially and chiefly depend. This Houſe 
| has accordingly marked the deep ſenſe which it entertains of your Lordſhip's 
conduct, by that honourable teſtimony of public gratitude which it is my duty to 
convey to you: In the name, therefore, of the Commons of Great Britain, I 
do give you their unanimous thanks for your able and gallant conduct in the im- 
portant and brilliant victory obtained over the enemy on the 23d day of June lafty 
+ by a detachment of his Majeſtys ficet under Your Lorgſhip's command. | 


"pw which Admiral Lerd Bridport ſaid; 
Mr. Speaker, * 
TI Rite, Sir, with the warmeſt Gil of 3 to expreſs n my onfcigned 
_* acknowledgements for the high honour the Houſe of Commons have conferred 
; upon me, by their unanimous vote of thanks, for my humble ſervices on the 23d 
of June laſt. To the valour and. ſpirited conduct of the Admirals, the bravery 
of the Oaptains, the other officers, ſeamen, marines, and foldiers, J attribute 
the ſucceſs of ee of his Majeſty: s fleet, vader my command on that 
day. | 
It was my guty, Sir, to manifeſt my e to the beft of ſovereigns, to ſhew 
my veneration and attachment for our glorious conſtitution, and mark, to the 
utmoſt of my power, upon that and every other occaſion, a ſincere regard for tlie 
intereſt of the public 3 3 and 12 0 am now proud in Ty the vote of this Houfe, 
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which being read, and the Houſe Es —— itſelf i into a 


committee | 
The 


which you have had the goodnaſs to convey, in terms the moſt gratifying to ay 


for which honour, I beg, Sir, you will accept my cordial and grateful thanks. 


Vice Admiral Sir Alan Gardner, Baronet, and Rear Admiral Lord Hugh | 
| Seymour, being come to the Houſe, Mr. Spealer acquainted them, that the 

Houſe had, yeſterday, unanimouſly reſolved, That the thanks of this Houſe be | 
given to them for their gallant exertions in the important and brilliant victory 
obtained over the enemq, on the 23d day of June laſt, by a detachment of his 


M gjeſty* s fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Pridport ; and Mr, — 


gave them the thanks of the Houſe accordingly, as followeth, viz. 


Vice Admiral Sir Alan Gardner, Rear Admiral Lord Hugh Seymour. 
IT is with the utmoſt ſatisfaction that I obey the commands of this Houſe, by 


_ conveying to you their unanimous thanks for your gallant exertions in the ſervice of 


your country. An additional proof was given on the late diſtinguiſhed occafion, of 


the ſuperior {kill and valeur which are the characteriftics of Britiſh officers and ſea- 
men, and which have raiſed to the eminence they have obtained, the naval power 


and glory of theſe kingdoms: In affording this proof you had ſeverally A diſtin- 


| guiſhed ſhare; ſervices ſo meritorious in themſelves, and which lead to conſe- 
h quences ſo We will ever inſure the grateful acknowledgements of the 


Commons of Great Britain; and I do accordingly give you their unanimous 


thanks for your gallant exertions in the important and brilliant victory obtained 


over the enemy, on the 23d day of June lat, by a detachment of his __ a 


feet under the command of Admiral Lord Bridport, ._ 


Upen which. Sir Alan Gardner Jaid 3 
Mr. Speaker, | - 
AFTER what has been ſaid by the. 0oble Lord, under whoſe 3 1 had 
the honour to be placed (in the ſecond poſt of his fleet) on the 23d day of June 


laſt, it would ill become me to ſay any thing farther reſpecting the tranſactions of 


that day. But, Sir, it is a duty incumbent on me to expreſs to the Houſe, in 


te ſtiongeſt manner I am able. the obligations I am under for the very favourzble 
opinion which they-have been pleaſed to entertain of my exertions and conduct 


on the day alluded to; and in the moſt reſpectful manner, to return my thanks to 


this auguſt aſſembly, for the . and 2 honour which they have this 
day conferred upon me. 


Nothing, Sir, can be ſo gratifying to my feelfogs, as an officer, as to receive 


in my place, the thanks of this lionourable Houſe ; an event ſo honourable to my- | 
elf, will ever remain moſt deeply impteſſed on my mind. 


Before I fit down, I muſt requeſt, Sir, that you will accept my fincere thanks for 


the obliging manner in which you ROPE deen pleaſed to 8 the ſentiments of 


he Houſe on this occaſion. | 
= I. Z Fe: 5 | | Fg 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded to open the na- 


ture of the bufineſs. It was a ſubfect, he faid, of which he 

It was indeed needleſs for | 
bim to ſay it was a very important ſubject; what he had 
chiefly in view at the preſent moment was, to lay the foun- 


had given notice on F riday laſt. 


dation of a permanent enquiry into a matter of much preſſing 
importance in itſelf, and at the ſame time of great conſe- 


- quence to our commerce and our agriculture on the one hand, 


ſ Co MM on, © 


and to a numerous claſs of people on the other. While they | 


endeavoured to provide a remedy adequate to the evil in one 


ſenſe, it was highly neceſſary for them to proceed with cir- 


cumfpection, diligence, and caution; to make themſelves 
maſters of the rea} {tate of focts, and to weigh and conſider 


the whole of the ſubject gravely and deliberately. In pro- 


poſing remedies for an evil of ſo ſerious a nature, it would be 
proper to remark, that they were not to be merely remedies 
adapted to a temporary preſſure, but meaſures that would be 
laſting and permanent. As a previous ſtep, he ſhould pro- 
poſe, the appointment of a committee to enquire into the 
circumſtances of the price of corn. The meaſure which was 


— 


to be proceeded in, upon this occaſion, would, he hoped, be 


facilitated by the ſteps which government had already taken, 
and which the Houſe would refer to in the progreſs of its own 
proceeding; at the ſame time, much would remain ſor the 
Houſe itſelf to determine: and he truſted that every member 
would contribute, by his own perſonal diligence, to further 


the enquiry as much as he thould be able; and, by his ſug- 


geſtions, to aſſiſt in finding ſome adequate remedy for an 


evil of which there was too much reaſon to complain. Hie 


ſaid, it was his duty to obſerve, that, whatever remedy ſhould 
be applied, for the relief of Ciltrefs, c care ſhould be taken not 


Recs Admiral Lord Hugh 3 then Ka 
Mr. Speaker, 

1 feel moſt ſenſibly the very  Ciſtinguiſhed honour which TI have 5uſt e + 
aud beg the Houſe to give me credit for its ever operating upon my mind, in a 
way to increaſe thoſe exertions in my country's ſervice, for which I have been for- 
tunate enough to have received ſo very ample a reward. 

To you, Sir I beg to offer my warmeſt thanks for the very Soliging, as well as 
very flattering, manner in which you have communicated thoſe thanks to me. 

. Ordered nemine, contradicente. 


That what has been now Caid by Mr. Speater, in giving the thenks of this Houſe 


to Admiral Lord Bridport, Vice Admiral Sir Alan Gardner. Baronet, and Rear 


Admira! Lord e Seymcur, e wich their anſwers thereto, be 5 RE in 
the Votes. . 


to 
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to injure our commerce, our manufacture, or our agriculture, 


Vader theſe general impreſſions, he ſhould diſcuſs the ſubject; 


as he had paid no ſmall ſhare of attention to it already, it 
might not be improper to ſtate ſome points which he intended 


| hereafter to ſubmit to the Houſe. He would, firſt of all, propoſe 
ſome alteration in the law upon the ſubject ; and, under the head 


of Regulation, meant to bring in a Bill for amending the law 
relative to the aſhze of bread, The neceſſity of this altera- 
tion was chiefly impreſſed upon his mind by the frequent 
communications which came from Government from the 
| chief magiſtrate of the city of London. | 


Another circumſtance reſpecting bread, was, in his opinion, 
extremely material to be conſidered, viz. regard to that which 


was made of fair wheat, or wheat of the firſt quality. As 
the law ſtood, the farmer had an intereſt in preventing its 
coming into conſumption. This he ſhould propoſe to re- 


medy. A third conſideration appeared to him of {till greater 


importanee than the laſt. He truſted that there would not be 
found any great inconvenience to introduce into general 
conſumption bread not only made of wheat, but that which 
was to be mixed with other grain, in which, he was happy to 
learn, the harveſt. had been moſt abundant. Poſſbly alto it 
might be made of Indian corn, a mode of remedy, which, he 
had reaſon to believe, might be ſucceſsfully applied. From 
repeated experiments, he was enabled to ſtate, that mixed 
bread of this and other kinds might be as wholeſome, and as 
palatable, as any we had been accuſtomed to eat; and there- 
fore, without inconvenience, it might be brought into gene- 
ral conſumption. The law, he ſhouid have to propoſe, 
would include this uſeful ſubſtitute, . Wacn it came to be in- 
troduced into general conſumption, it would be found to be 
a great reſource againſt the evil of which we had at preſent to 
complain; he ſhould therefore hope that the Houſe would 
conſider it as a meaſure which could not be too ſoon 
_. a0, onion en | | e 3 

Another meaſure he had to ſubmit to the Hauſe was this; 

_ a conſiderable quantity of the flour of wheat was employed iu 
the making of ſtarch. This, he apprehended, might be pre- 
vented in a better way than that of the prohibiting the mak - 
ing of ſtarch, which appeared to be a bad policy conſidered 
altogether. Articles which were not applicable to the food 


of man might be uſed in the making of ſtarch. He ſtated 


this as the ground of his hope, that à conſiderable reduction 


might be made in the conſumption of wheat by this article; 


and, under that impreſſion, he ſhould hereafter move for leave 
1 FT N 85 ta 
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to bring in a bill to prohibit the making of ſtarch from wheat | 


flour for a limited time. 

Another point to be attended to, was the lave which oper- 
2ted to prevent the free circulation of corn in different parts 
of the kingdom, although it was intended for other purpoſes. 
This ho alſo propoſed to remedy; and, for that purpoſe, he 


intended to move for leave to bring in a Bill to prevent ob- 
ſtruction in the tranſit of fag and other proviſions within the 
ed, would contribute, in a great de- | 


kingdom. This, he tru 
gree, to the 1 lief of diſtreſs,” 4 | 

Theſe were the principal and ſpecific meaſures which; in 
this ſtage of their proceeding, he thought it neceſſary to Rate 3 ; 
but they were not all the meaſures on the ſubject that might 


be neceſſary to be taken. Whatever ſhould be finally adopted 


ought to be the reſult of the full inveſtigation and pure deli- 
beration of Parliament. He ſhould be glad to hear the ſug- 


geſtions of individuals on the ſubject. They ſhould take 


care, as far as they went, they were doing nothing but what 
would be ſafe and advantageous for the public; and, being 


convinced of that, they ſhould not delay their meaſures longer | 


than was abſolutely neceſſary. 


It might be aſked, Why he did not bring EPA'S another 


meaſure—a bill to prevent, for the whole of the enſuing year, 


the working of diſtilleries? To which he would anſwer, he 
did not mean to deny that ſome advantages would be derived 
from ſtopping the diftilleries : but then, it ſhould. be recol- 
lected, that they were already ſtopped until the month of 


F ebruary, and, perhaps, that might give full time for enquiry; 
and, he was ready to confeſs, that the advantage of ſtopping 
them at this moment, for a longer time than February, would 
not be adequate to the danger, The diftillery was an arti- 


cle that afforded conſiderable. revenue, and on which, per- 
haps, if it ſhou'd be right to give a bounty on the importation 


of corn, they might rely for the payment oſ ſych bounty; and, 
in this view, there might be a ſaving to the public by con- 


tinuing the diſtillery. He did not mean to ſay, bowever, 


that, at all events, a pecuniary difficulty, ariſing from the 


loſs of the revenue of the diſtiſlery, was to be compared with 
this diftreſs ; and yet it was of importance, and ſhould not be 
haſtily laid aſide, —The firſt thing to be conſidered in this caſe 
was, the aſce taining whether bread of a mixed quality might 
not be uſcfully introduced into general conſumption ; whether 


Tye, barley, oats, and potatoes, might not become greatly 
 lerviceable for that purpole, and, thoſe” conſiderations deter- 
mined, it would be time enough to examine the propriety of 

top pping 
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ſtopping the diftilleries. He was not ready to concur, in 
ſtopping them any longer, at preſent, than the time already 
limited for that purpoſe, It ment at this moment, be a = 

meaſure. If they were ſtopped, it ſhould be obſerved, that 
advantage would not all run one way. The ſtopping of the 
diſtillery would advance the price of one article of the fot of 
of the lower orcers of the people; he meant bacon. The 

rice of bacon depended, in a great meaſure, on the price of 
bas Theſe were the conſiderations which he had to ſub- 
mit to the Houſe at preſent, and therefore he moved, That 
the Chairman be directed to move the Houſe, That a ſelect 


Committee be appointed to take into conſideration the pre- 


ſent high price of corn; to collect evidence relative thereto 
and to report the ſame, as it ſhall appear to them, to the 
Hauſe, ̃· o io VVV 
Mr. Lechmere roſe, and declared that he ſhould be ſorry to 
ſay any thing that might infringe the rules of the Houſe; if 
he ſhould, he would ſubmit to authority, and be filent 5 but 
he felt an inclination to deliver his ſentiments, the {ubje& be- 
ing ſo extremely intereſting to every man who. withed ta 
relieve the poor. He had heard the propoſals made by the 
Miniſter, as part of a plan which, he ſaid, he intended to bring 


forward; and, certainly, the Right Hon, Gentleman's ideas 
vere diſtinctly and ably ſtated. It did nat, however, ſeem 


to him likely, that the Houſe ſhould come to any effeQual 
remedy for the evil, unleſs the cauſes of that evil were firſt aſ- 


certained. They ought, therefore, to be inveſtigated, and 


plainly ſtated. What, he would aſk, were the cauſes of the 
preſent great diſtreſs! We had perhaps had as plentiful an 
harveſt as the Great Author of all | 

poor man, nevertheleſs, who ploughed the earth which pro- 
duced that plenty, was ſtarving, or driven to very great diſ- 
treſs indeed, and intirely unable to ſupport his family, Mr. 
Lechmere ſaid, he had paid ſome attention to this ſubject. 


He had endeavoured to find out the cauſe of this ſcarcity, and 


he hoped the Houſe would indulge him with a hearing, hav- 


ing no object but that of relieving the diſtreſſes of the poor, 


and to make the heart of the cottager leap with joy. Per- 


haps a few hints, which he was enabled to give, might produce 


advantages, and the poor man who tilled the ſoil, might reap 

ſome of its fruits. One af the great cauſes of the Pai 2 diſ- 

treſs, he took to be the monepaly of farms. The great farmer was 

enabled to raiſe an enormous quantity of corn. By his opulent 

circumſtances, he had it ip his power to withhoid corn from 

ehe public market, while the little farmer was eee 
b 8 W | f 
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ſell it, be the market price what it might. It was notorious 


that there were now farms occupied by one man which me 
merly ſupported twelve or fourteen induſtrious families, | 
did not know that the Houle could remedy that 9915 
evil; but, if they could put a ſtop to the future progreſs o 5 
they would do away a very great miſchief. Some of theſe 
farmers had long leaſes, with which the Legiſlature could not 
perhaps interfere. He ſubmitted, however, to them, whether 
they could not prevent the continuance of this evil in future. 


Ihe next great evil which he knew of was robbing 1 in corn. 
2 J | 


The jobbers of corn and of horned cattle, were inſtruments 
of great oppreſſion on the peopi'e. He ſpoke not of the corn 
dealer, for there was as much difference between him and a 
- corn-jJobber as there is between a man who lends his money 
at five per cent. and an uſurer. In order to prevent petty- 
| fogging corn-dealers doing more miſchief, he would propoſe 
that no man ſhould be permitted to deal in that article without 
taking out a licence at a high price. 
| The next point to which he wiſhed to call the attention of 
the committee was this. In the part of the country he came 
from, the practice was, —that the farmer came to market with 
a ſmall ſample in a little bag. The orn. dealer ſays, If 
your corn is all like this, I will buy it.” The conſequence 
was, that if a man came to market for a little corn, he was 
told, the farmer had ſold the whole of it. He ſhould there- 
fore propoſe that the farmer ſhould bring to market no leſs a 
fample than a buſhel. This could be no object to the farmer, 
but it was a great object to the poor man, If he was told, 


it was impoſſible to bring all the corn to market, he could 


anſwer,—Let a proper number of granaries be erected all 
over the kingdom, where corn may be ſold as at a market, 
and for a market price: and where the poor man may at 
leaſt have his buſhel for his money, as well as the corn-dealer. 
The objection which had been made to this was, that there 
would be a difficulty in having the corn ground. To which 


he would again anſwer, that a hand-mill would grind all the 


corn which a poor man could purchaſe. Theſe, Mr. Lech- 
mere ſaid, were all the obſervations which he ſhould make at 
preſent, as he did not wiſh to tire the patience of the Houſe. 
If any other ideas ſhould ſtrike him, and appear likely to 
contribute to the public good, he ihould beg leave to ſub- 
mit them in a committee of the whole Houſe, He declared 
he approved of the principle of the preſent meaſure, and he 
wiſhed that, in the rcſult of it, the poor of this country 
might have reaſon to be ſatisfied with the juſtice of that _ 
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Mr. For ſaid, he did not riſe to oppoſe the meaſure pro- 
poſed by the Miniſter that evening. On the contrary, he 
agreed with him in moſt of the proviſions which he had 
ſtated as intended to be brought forward. He thought many 
of them not only.good, but, perhaps, better than any others 


which could be offered upon the ſame topics. He roſe | 


chiefly- to make ſome general obſervations, which appeared to 


bim to belong to the nature of the proceeding about to be 


entered upon. | | | 3 
With reſpect to the aſſize of bread in London, the autho- 


| rity whence the regulation came, was of great weight, and, 
he believed, that ſome regulation would be proper. He could 


not, however, help fearing that tne regulation propoſed was 


not a regulation from which the diſtreſſed were likely to de- 
rive immediate benefit; becauſe every regulation reſpecting 


bread, demanded that it ſhould be taken up and founded on 
the moſt correct of all principles; conſequently, the diſcuſ- 
ſion of the ſubject would take up much time. Whether any 
fault was imputable to the farmer, he did not know ; but, as 
far as he had heard, although it was never higher than at pre= 
ſent, yet, according to the price of corn and meal, bread 
had not been higher than the proportion between meal and 
bread required it ſhould be, and the bakers had by no means 
been gainers upon the caſe; therefore, he was afraid we 
were not likely to find an immediate remedy to the evil by this 
regulation in the aſſize of bread. | 1 


With regard to the other parts of | the proceedings, as they 


had been opened by the Right Hon. Gentleman, it was diffi- 
cult to ſpeak until more of the matter came into detail. In 
the firſt place, however, he muſt obſerve, that the Miniſter 
ſpoke of palatable and wholeſome bread being to be made out 


of a mixture of different articles with wheat, He had no doubt 


but that this mixture, when it came into general conſump- 


tion, would be advantageous to us in times of ſcarcity ; but 


when gentlemen of that Houſe talked of “ palatable and Whole- 
ſome bread,” they ſhould not talk of bread for themſelves, 
they ſhould lay that out of ther conſideration. Bread of a 
mixture was, to him, as palatable, and, for aught he knew, as 


wholeſome, as that which was made of the fineſt wheat; 


but that was not ſufficient for the poor. It was to them an 
important thing that it ſhould be nutritious, as well as pala- 


ble and wholeſome. He wiſhed the Houſe to conſider that 


point as it really was, and to conſider it attentively. 99 
poſe, for inſtance, that a fourth part of this bread ſhould be 


made of potatoes, then that fourth of wheat would be ſaved in 
= a | 8 quantity; 
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quantity; but this was not, to the poor, a ſaving of one 


fourth, becauſe the quality of the bread was ſo far inferior to 
that which is made wholly of wheat, and conſequently, fo far 
an abatement of nouriſhment, which muſt be made up by 
other food. In looking to the thing in this view, they ought 
to calculate upon a very different principle from that of al- 


Another thing, a very great and a very important one, to 


which he wiſhed to direct the attention of the Houſe was, 


&« The nature of the. ſcarcity,” In what view the ſcarcity 
was to be taken. We were well aware that, however ſevere 
the diſtreſs, the ſcarcity did not ariſe wholly froin the ſmall- 
neſs of the produce, If wheat were the only thing that was 


extravagantly dear, there might be ſome ſenſe in ſaying, the 


diſtreſs aroſe from the defeCtiveneſs of the produce, but that 
was clear!y not the caſe, every thing elſe being alſo extrava- 
gantly high in price, though not quite ſo high as wheat, 
Was not meat high? —were not all the neceſfaries of life 
high? And yet none of thoſe could be ſaid to be defeclive in 


produce. Take the produce of the dairies for inſtance, and 


we ſhould find that the weather had been as favourable as 
any year we could recollect, that the produce was abundant, 


and yet, the price of butter wt ſnhould find to be, though not 


quite ſo bigh as wheat, yet, nearly ſo, Certainly at a very 
great and a very extraordinary price; riſing from nine-pence 


or ten-pence a pound to thirteenspence! All theſe things 


were high for reaſons very different from that of a ſcantineſs 
of produce. The difference of the comparative price of 


corn was not upon the whole to be conſidered as depending 


on the produce of the late harveſt, ſuppoſing the produce to 


be below what was expected—by the way he was very far 


from thinking it as low as ſome perſons thought it—ſtill he 


was clear we muſt look to other cauſes for the high price. 


Barley was allowed to be as plentiful this year as it ever had 


been, and yet, that did not contribute to the lowering of the 


ice of wheat or any other article. The bountiful pro- 


ductions of the earth therefore had no effect in lowering their 
price. He ſtated theſe things, not ſo much to ſhew the real 


cauſe of the dearneſs of proviſions, as to ſhew that the cauſe, 
Whatever it might be, was a very complicated cauſe. How 


far we might aicribe it to the war, he did not then ſtate, 


That the war contributed to the ſcarcity no man could doubt. 
That there were other cauſes, and ſome ef them perhaps 


connected even with the proſperity of the country, he was 
not at that time about to argue. Either of theſe might make 


things 
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things riſe gradually, and that was a queſtion well worth the 
conſideration of the Committee. If this riſe was owing 
to many and complicated cauſes, nothing could be more miſ- 
chievous to the general intereſts of the public than to aſcribe 
it to any one particular cauſe, and to proceed as if that were 
the fact. He hoped the Committee would take a large and 
comprehenſive view of the ſubject, and ſet out upon an ac- 
knowledged idea that the cauſes of the preſent diſtreſs are 


complicated and various, and that the remedy, whatever it 


might. be, ſhould be applied with the utmoſt care and 


With reſpe& to the diſtilleries, he ſhould wiſh to know in 


what way the continuance. of the prohibition on them was 


to operate, to the diſadvantage of this country. It would 


affect the revenue, certainly, but how? By diminiſhing the 
conſumption of an article, which, if there ſhould be a loſs, 
that would be well made up in other reſpects, by the effect 
which it would have, not only upon the pockets, but alſo 


on the morals, the health, and the induſtry of the laborious 


part of the community. It would occaſion a conſumption, 
to a certain extent, of foreign ſpirits, the illicit trade in 
which, it was not ſo difficult to check in time of war, as in 
time of peace; and upon that head there might be a conſider- 
able increaſe to the revenue. He therefore could not ſee 


where the miſchief could be, in continuing, for the whole re- 


mainder of the year, the prohibition upon the diſtilleries. 


An Honourable Gentleman had that night ſtated ſome 


things with reſpect to the agriculture of this country, which 


the Houſe would do well to meet in time. Coercive mea- 


ſures might laſt for a week, for a fortnight, or perhaps a 
month; but there was no permanent good policy in reforting 
to them: coercions and reſtrictions of liberty, either for 
men ſelling or letting their eſtates, or in ſelling or bargaining 
for grain, or any other commodity whatever, in what quan- 
tity or mode whatever, were, in his opinion, all radically 


| bad; and in proportion as they were bad, they were attended, 


as they ought to be, with great difficulty, That this was a 


rule upon all occaſions, was more than he would pretend to 


aſſert; inevitable neceſſity muſt controul every thing; we 
ought, however, to adhere to a good principle, while that was 
poſſible. He ſuggeſted thus much to ſhew the ſpirit with 


which he entered upon this ſubject, and with which he con- 


ceived the Houſe ſhould enter upon it. What, above all, he 


wiſhed to impreſs on the Houſe was this“ That there has 


been a prodigious increaſe in the price of all the neceſſary 
Vol. I. LT, Eo articles 
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articles of life, which cannot be attributed to any failure in 
the produce. Many ſpeculations have arifen upon that point 
ſome perſons think that the price of labour is too low. I con- 
feſs myſelf, ſaid Mr. Fox, to be of that opinion. Not only fo 
at preſent, but that it has been ſo for many years. And 1 
beg leave to declare freely, that ſtrongly as I am convinced 
that the pay of the labourer is wholly inadequate to bis living, 
yet the riſe of all the articles neceſſary for exiſtence, and the 
comparative lowiieſs of the price of labour at this moment, are 
become ſuch as to be, to a great majority of the labouring part 
of the people, really enormous grievances; and to declare 
further, that the great majority of the people have nv longer 
the comfort of reflecting on, what indeed was once the beſt 
of their comfort, that they live by the work of their own 

hands, and not on the favour of their ſuperiors. Now they 

are doomed to ſubſiſt, in a great meaſure; on the charity of 
_ thoſe who, no doubt from the beſt motives; have lent, and I 

hope will continue to lend, them aſſiſtance. Such is, at this 
time, the condition of the once happy labourer in this coun- 
try; I conceive what I have ſtated to be a great evil. But 
great as it is, I confeſs I have doubts whether we can re- 
medy it by any legiſlative proviſion. I no where have met 
perſons of high authority who are of opinion there ought to be 
a comparative riſing of wages. In different diſtricts the com- 
parative price of labour is extremely inſufficient; but how 
far it is wiſe for the legiſlature to fix the price, is a queſtion 
which I very much doubt. I believe it is not poſſible to raiſe 
the price of labour equal to the preſent price of proviſions; and 
I believe it to be equally impoſſible to reduce the preſent price 
of corn to an equality with the preſent price of labour. But 

it may be of much good that this ſubject ſhould be conſider- 
ed by this Houſe, for the public to form a judgment upon it, 
and in order that ſome meaſure may take place, which ſhall 
gradually put an end to this great inconvenience I do not 
know that in the preſent ſtate of things, there is any point in 
which I differ from the Right Honourable Gentleman on the 
ſubject, unleſs it be upon that of the diſtillertes. The only 
_ thing 1 ſhall at this time obſerve is, that indeed which I have 
repeated ſeveral times already, that we ſhould not take up 
this ſubject in a partial view. It is an evil ariſing out of 
many and complicated cauſes, and if in your deliberations 
you overlook one of them, your proceedings may ultimately 
row more evil than that which you now profeſs to re- 
ae * | N e | — > P 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he felt the 

higheſt degree of ſatisfaction from the ſpeech which the Right 
_ Honourable Gentleman had juſt delivered: on all the leading 
points of that important queſtion his opinions coincided com- 


pletely with thoſe of the Right Honourable Gentleman; and 


he had his hearty thanks for the: clear, candid, and liberal 
manner in which he had expreſſed his ſentiments upon the 
different views of the ſubject. He allowed, that the cauſes 
of the ſcarcity were various and complicated, and in propor- 
tion as they were ſo, the ſubject undoubtedly required the 
_ moſt ſerious and minute inveſtigation, ' He thought the 
_ ſcarcity: of wheat was one cauſe in a greater degree than the 
Right Honourkþle Gentleman imagined, although the defi- 
ciency of the crop was certainly not the ſole - cauſe. He 
agreed that there had been great plenty of paſture, but that 
had, he believed, been one cauſe of another ſcarcity, he 


meant of butcher's meat, for it had induced the graziers to 


buy up larger numbers of cattle than they otherwiſe would 


- have done, which they were atterwards obliged to fend to 


market, but inſtead of being fattened, they were ſent lean to 
market; and though the numbers might be greater, from 
that circumſtance they yielded a leſſer quantity of real ſub- 
ſtantial food. The war, while it continued, tended to a 
certain extent, he confeſſed, to produce ſcarcity, but the war 
in which we were immediately involved, was leſs the cauſe of 


ſcarcity than the general ſtate of warfare that prevailed over 


all Europe, and which: it was not in our power to have pre- 


vented z and this he muſt conſider as having a very material 


effect on producing that ſcarcity which had been ſo ſeverely 


felt. The Right-Honourable Gentleman had truly ſaid that 


there were many circumſtances not.inconſiftent with the opu- 


lence of the country, which contributed to the riſe of pro- 


_ viſions. There certainly were, and even the opulence itfelf was 
one, becauſe while the flouriſhing circumftances were ſuch 


as undoubtedly added to the general maſs of commercial 
riches and national wealth, it muſt be evident that luxury in 


all the ranks of life, from competency ariſing to affluence, 
muſt have increaſed very largely, and muſt operate for a time, 
as one of the cauſes added to the others of the preſent ſcarcity, 


as the improvements in agriculture: had not kept pace with 


this proſperity. in other reſpects. In all that the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman had ſaid, there was no argument in 
which he agreed with him more cordially than in what he 


had ſaid againſt laying reſtrictions upon parties in the diſpoſal 


of their proper ty in any way which ſeemed molt to their 
e "ate Or ts 7 | advantage, 
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advantage, or was moſt likely to reward their induſtry 3 and 
he was equally clear, that it would be an improper inter- 
ference, was the legiſlature to lay down any preciſe law or 


rules for the conduct of thoſe moſt particularly intereſted in 


the produce of grain. It was this he had particularly in view 
when he ſtated that, however impatient the Houſe might feel 


to remedy in the moſt ſpeedy manner a temporary grievance, 
which had borne very hard upon all deſcriptions of people, 
but neceſſarily moſt ſo upon the poor, who formed the 
greateſt part of the commuity, yet he had warned them 


to be extremely cautious and well-informed before they 
adopted any ſpecihc propoſition for ſo complicated an evil, 
left they thould bring on a greater, by raſh interference that 
might eventually be productive of ſerious and dangerous con- 


- ſequences to the agricultural and commercial intereſts of the 
country - an effect ſtudiouſly to be guarded againſt. On the 
ſubject of altering the aſſize of bread, he did not differ frorn 


the Right Honourable Gentleman in his general reaſoning, 
but, for the reaſons he had given, it was impoſſible that dif- 
ferent kinds of bread could be made by the bakers, in any 
beneficial way for the public, unleſs regulations were adopted 
incompatible with the exiſting laws. Another matter ſtated 
by the Right Honourable Gentlemen was well worthy of 
attention, and in which he likewiſe agreed moſt decidedly: 


it was, that, while we adopted meaſures to encreaſe the quan- 


tity, we ought to take care that the quality was equallly nu- 
tritious. Unleſs this could be done, the change would cer- 


tainly be for the worſe, and fall heavily on the poor, whom 
it was moſt their wiſh to relieve; the conſumption of bread 
amongſt the rich being, as the Honourable Gentleman had 
very wiſely remarked, but a {mall part of their ſuſtenance. 


What he had in view, therefore, was, to increaſe the quan- 
tity of bread, of a quality equally nutritive, and at the ſame 


time to lefſen the quantity of flour conſumed in bread at pre- 
_ ſent, and this he had reaſon to think might be effected. As 
other means he repeated what he had ſaid, reſpecting the 
making of ſtarch, believing, as he did, that ingredients might 
be uſed in that manufacture, which never had been uſed as 
human food: with regard to the ſtopping of the diſtillery, 
he was obliged in candour to agree with the, Honourable 


Gentleman, and to admit that the defalcation, if any ſhould 


be in the revenue, would be no conſideration provided it-pro- 
| duced the beneficial effects deſcribed by the Honourable 
Gentleman; if by diminiſhing the uſe of Britiſh ſpirits, in- 
duſtry was promoted, the country would gain an acceſſion 
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of ſtrength as well as of revenue. With regard to what had 


been ſaid of the diminution of the revenue being compenſated 


by the duties on the importation of foreign ſpirits, he could 


not at that moment n decidedly; perhaps it might open a 
door for ſmuggling; but being at preſent a matter rather of 
doubt than certainty, it was a ſubje& worthy of the moit 


ſerious attention. Upon the whole, acquieſcing in the idea 


of the Right Honourable Gentleman, he believed it might be 
a great ſatisfaction, that the country ſhould know without 


delay that this ſtep was likely to be determined on, and that . 


the government taking into their conſideration the exiſting 


preſſure of ſo heavy a grievance upon the people, as one means 
of alleviating their fituation had refolved to continue the 


ſtopping of the diſtillery for another yeary the preſent Bill ex- 
ien in February next. 

« Huſſey thought that no ſolid objeAion could be made 
to what he had heard from the Right Honourable Gentleman, 


though he confeſſed he had come down with an intention to 


take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon the queition, which he was 
happy to find unneceſfary, as his Right Honourable Friend 
had anticipated all he meant to have offered on the ſubject, 


Sir Fohn Sinclair ſubmitted, whether the committee ought 


not only to take it into its conſideration to remedy the pre- 
ſent, but, if poſſible, to prevent the return of any ſimilar 
ſcarcity, When he conſidered the extent of the capitals em- 
ployed in the diſtilleries, and the advantages derived from 


them to the revenue, he conceived that it would be proper to 


deliberate maturely upon the conſequences, before they pro- 


ceeded to put a ſtop to their operations. At any. rate the 


prohibition ſhould be confined ſolely to the diſtillation of 
the grain produced at home, and not extend to that imported 
from abroad. 


The Chancelhr of the e ſaid, he did not agree with 


the Honourable Baronet as to the exception of foreign grain; 


indeed ſo far from his thinking that the prohibition ought to 


be limited or confined to any ſpecific ſubject of diſtillery, 


if poſſible he would rather extend the prohibition to the diſ- 
tillation of ſpirits from potatoes, and every other article of food. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, that he had heard that potatoes had already 


been uſed in the iſtilleries, and it was his purpoſe to have 
taken notice of it. 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, it was to be obſerved, that the high price 
of corn had been occaſioned not ſo much. from the ſcarcity of 
grain, as from the alarm which had been created, as he under- 


| Kood, by the agents of government. Some 8 
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alſo roſe from drawing too much from the produce of one 


. of the country to alleviate the diſtreſſes of another. 


uch inconvenience had been experienced too in the tranſ- 
actions between the miller and the corn. dealer, on account of 
the diſproportion between the prices of corn and flour. He 
conceived it would be worthy the conſideration of the com- 


mittee to enquire whether bread made entirely of barley might 


not anſwer every purpoſe. It would be neceflary alſo to 


deviſe ſome mode for regulating the wages of labour by the 
price of proviſions, by which means it would become the in- 


tereſt of the landlord not to let his lands at ſuch a high rate 
as would make it neceſſary for the farmer to ſell his grain at 
' ſuch high prices. Fits | | ; 

General Smith expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the unanimity 
with which this matter had been diſcuſſed. There were two 


or three obſervations, however, which he wiſhed to make upon 
what had fallen from the Right Honourable Gentleman. He 


thought it neceſſary that the Right Honourable Gentleman 


ſhould make a declaration whether or not agents had been em- 
ployed by Government to buy up corn at home. He ſaid, he had 
eonverſed with ſeveral gentlemen in different counties and in 
London on that ſubject, who informed him, that they had em- 


| barked in the importation of corn to this country from foreign 


markets, and were afterwards obliged to abandon their project, 
on account of the competition of government agents, with 


whom they were unable to contend, and had, in conſequence, - 


reſigned their ſhips to government for the importation. He 
aſked, Whether it was proper that Government ſhould thus 


monopoliſe corn of foreign growth? and preſſed for a de- 


Elaration upon that point alſo, 'in order that corn-dealers and 
merchants might in future be able to ſtart with fair and 


'reaſonable proſpects. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſpoke explicitly in reply, 
and faid till within theſe few days, he had never heard of ſuch 
infinuations having been made, or ſuch ideas having prevailed, 


and even then from looſe rumour —_ He could aſſure the 
Houſe, that no agents had been employed by government at 
home, and the only grounds for ſuch a rumour, which he 


could gueſs, were the purchaſes made for the ſupply of the 
uſual contracts, which ſupplies the contractors were to procure 


in any way they thought proper. So far the idea of govern- 


ment e at home, ſor the ſake of monopoly, was deſtitute 
of a ſhadow of foundation. That agents had been em- 


ployed to ſupply our markets with foreign corn he acknow- 


ledged, but he doubted; at the ſame time, whether they might 


- 
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tend to check the ſpeculations of individuals. It was a point : 


that would admit of much diſcuſſion. To interfere with in- 
dividual ſpeculations, he admitted upon general principles, 
and looking chiefly at ordinary caſes, was impolitic; but 
even that was juſtified by the peculiar exigency of the times, 

and was ſoy put in practice to bring the market to its 
uſual level. n this occaſion, he obſerved, that individual 
merchants had not to contend with the individual merchants 
of foreign countries; becauſe, from the general ſcarcity which 
prevailed in Europe, foreign agents were employed to obtain 


ſupplies at any price, who could only be counteracted by the 


agents of our government; and it would have been unſafe, 
in ſuch a ſituation, to have relied upon the proceſs of individual 
exertions. It was alſo to be recollected that our agents had an 
opportunity of procuring a ſupply when merchants, were un- 
willing to run the riſk, being apprehenſive, that before their 
arrival, the ports might be ſhut againſt importation; or that 
ſuch ſupplies might be obtained as would, diſappoint the ſuc 
ceſs of their adyenture. Hence the merchants were in great 
_ uncertainty. Before he ſat down, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer declared, he recogniſed the general principle of avoid- 
ing any interference in their tranſactions. 
General Smith roſe again to ſay, he hoped. that the Right 
Honourable Gentleman did not ſuſpect him of having brought 


forward this enquiry as a matter of charge, and aſſured him, 


that he remained perfectly ſatisfied with the anſwer he had 


Ic. Fur differed from the Right Honourable Gentleman 


in thinking that the peculiar circumſtances of laſt year had 
juſtified the particular exception to general principles. He 
noped however, that the committee would take the ſubject 


into their conſideration. When it was enquired into, he did 


not doubt, but that the Right Honourable Gentleman would 
allow, that the market of Great Britain would have been 
better ſupplied if no ſuch meaſure had been taken. This was 
a particular part for the Committee to conſider in the courſe 
of their deliberations. If it appeared probable that the 


market would have been better ſupplied by perfect freedom, 


then it would be a ſtrong argument in favour of the preference 
of general principles to a particular exception. 


Mr. Fox added, that he had a few additional obſervations to 
make upon the effect of the war, which he conſidered as the 


gradual and operative cauſe, the deficiency of the harveſt he 


believed to be the leaſt, He, with his Honourable Friends, 
had contended, that the ſcarcity would have been, and might 
. | | 5 | {111 
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rumour of monopoly. 


: ſupplying ourſelves and diſtreſſing the enemy. 
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Nil be, obviated in a conſiderable degree by peace, whereas 


the Right Honourable Gentleman had aſſerted, that there 
could be no remedy by a peace with this country. The 
queſtion in conſideration was not he obſerved, how far the 
ſcarcity would be reduced by a peace with this country ſimply, 
but how far a peace with Gecie Britain would influence the 
reſt of Europe? And it was in this view that the good effects 
of peace ought to be calculated. „ 

Mr. Curwen very readily and chearfully aſſented to the re- 
futation given by the Right Honourable Gentleman to the 

Sir Francis Baring ſaid, he remembered about thirty years 
ago that corn was ſold for three-ſhillings and ſix- pence a 
buſhel, at which time conſiderable quantities were exported 
from this country, but from that time to the preſent the im- 
provement of agriculture had not kept pace with the con- 
ſumption, therefore a neceſſity aroſe for a gradual and ad- 


ditional importation every year. So long as there was peace 


our ſupplies were conſtant and ſufficient; but the corn trade 
was of that delicacy, that by touching one part of it the 
whole would ſhrink, and conſequently by ſtopping any ſhip 
laden with grain to France, we finally muſt ſuffer. If France 
were in diſtreſs, and we were deſirous of obtaining corn from 
a foreign market, he deſired to know whether our guineas 


would not go as far or farther than her paper? He was ſenſi- 


ble that the corn trade ought to be free, but he feared that 


by ſending government agents upon that buſineſs, we had ſo 


far affected it, that we ſnould not at preſent be able to inſpire 
men with confidence to come forward. He alſo doubted 
whether a bounty would induce them, ſince corn was an 


article ſo liable to periſh, and fo ſubject to political conſidera- 


tions; when the queſtion came fully however before the 
Committee, he hoped they would import enough to relieve 


the temporary diſtreſs, colt what it would. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer conſidered that govern- 


ment was perfectly juſtiſiable and politic in preventing corn 


from reaching the ports of France: the French, from the 


greater preſſure of neceſſity which exiſted amongſt them, 
would naturally have offered more than the Engliſh would 
give, which would make foreigners ſend their wheat to France 
in preference, if they were not deterred by our cruizers. 
The law of war and of nations juſtified the ſeizure of theſe 
- cargoes, and every ſhip taken gave the double advantage of 


1 | 
No Alfter 


Fir John Rous, 
bers to have voices that attend the ſaid Committee. 
A motion being made for leave to be given to bring in the 


* 
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After a further converſation of a few minutes continuances 
Mr. Ryder moved the reſolutions, 
Firſt, For leave to bring in a Bill to alter the exiſting tows, 


relative to the aſſize of Brea. 


Secondly, To prohibit the cath of ſtarch, from 
wheat or other articles of proviſion, and to lower th= "duties 


upon the importation of e and e other articles made 


thereof. 
Thirdly, For continuing an AR paſſed laft ſeſſion of Parlia- 


ment, for prohib:ting the diſtillation of ſpirits from wheat, 


malt, and barley, and other articles of grain. 
Fourthly, Lo prevent the obſtruction of the free paſſage 


of grain within the Kingdom. 


The reſolutions were carried and ordered to be reported, 


and leave aſked to ſit again, 


The Houſe being reſumed, My. B reported the reſolu- 
tions, and moved that a Select Committee be appointed to 


enquire into the cauſes of the preſent high price of corn, to 
collect evidence and report the ſame. 


The following gentlemen. were named of the Committee, 


Mr. Ryter, the Chancellor of the Exthequer, Mr. Fox, Me. 


Huſſey, Lord Sheffield, Ar. Plumer, Mr. Buxton, Mr. Coke, 
Crewe, Mr. Hobart, and all the mem- 


different Bills, Mr. Ryder, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
the Attorney and Solicitor General, were mien to prepare and 
bring in the ſame. 


Mr. Huſſey moved that an inſtruction be given to the gen- 


tien of the Committee, to have power to make a clauſe for 
preventing diſtillation from potatoes. 


Mr. For aſked what obſtructions the Bill was intended to | 


prevent in the free paſſage of grain, unleſs violent and illegal 


_ obſtructions were to be underſtood. He reminded the Right 
| Honourable Gentleman, that nothing would contribute to 


render it ſo beneficial and cheap as a free circulation; a free 


circulation tends to the general benefit, and the impediments 


occaſioned by the war, he ſuſpected, formed no ſmall part of 
the complicated cauſes which have contributed to produce the 
general ſcarcity. He thought the exiſting laws ſufficient 


. but had no objections to the Bill, if neceſſary. 


The Chancellor of the Ar bene ſaid, that the queſtion to 


be conſidered was, Whether the ſpecific penalties were ſuf. 
ficient to prevent vielent and illegal obſtructions ! ? and which as 
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they had not been generally underſtood, this Bill was meant 
to enforce. BY 
Mr. Foddrell related, that at Oxford, at the time Rn the 
Judge was coming into the town, there was a riot, in conſe- 
quenee of the interception of ſome corn on the Canal, which 
runs from Abingdon to Oxford. The people who intercepted 
it were liable to actions, which were not entered againſt them, 
becauſe ſome doubts were entertained 8 0 the right, even no 
| interna) tranſportation. 2 5 
Ihe motions were all e %% ae OREN! 


HOUSE OF LORDS: 
WEREDNES DAV, November 4. 


Copies of the treaties concluded between his Bine 
Majeſty and the Empreſs of Ruſſia; and that between his 
Matefly and the Emperor of Germany, with the ratification 
of the treaty of commerce between. Great Britain and the 
United States of America, were brought up by Lord Gren- 
ville, and ordered to lie on the Table. 

The Earl of Mansfield alſo brought u copies of a Pro- 
clamation iflued by his Majeſty, and oubliſhed 3 in the Gazette 
of Saturday the 3iſt of October, relative to. the outrages 
committed againſt his perſon on Thurſday laſt, and of a Pro- 
elamation publiſhed that day {November 4) relative to le- 
ditious meetings, which were ordered to lie on the Table. 

Lord Grenville gave notice, that upon Friday next be 
ſhould have the honour to ſubmit to the Houle, a Bill for the 
better ſecuring the ſafety of his Majeſty Perſon and Go- 

vernment; he therefore moved that the Proclamations' juſt 
Jaid on the Table be referred to the conſiderations of their 
Lordſhips on Friday, and that their Lordſhips be ſummoned. 

— Ordered. 

Earl Spencer (Firſt Lord of the Admiralty). faid, that bo 
Fog the utmoſt ſatisfaclion in calling the attention of their 
Lordihips to inſtances of diſtinguiſhed conduct and bravery 
in the employment of our national ſtrength. . The ſignal and 
gallant conduct of that excellent officer Lord Bridport and 
the officers and ſeamen under his command, in the victory 
obtained over the French fleet on the 23d of June laſt, be- 
tween a part of his Majeſty's fleet and | a ſquadron of the 
enemy, could inſpire but ene ſentiment in the mind of all 

his Majeſty's ſubjects, at leaſt of every true Engliſhman, It 
had not only covered the arms of this country with glory, 


put he believed and ſtill 5 it had anne to the 3 
cel 


5 
1 : g 7 * Cop N — — 2 — —— — Je? \ IC. 
FFF r TIO), OT TAS Om =» ONES 
* 22 * Ce yet N : 7 an ay 4 : 
E © I 4 Ee i on rt , > =o —— "EE PETER * heh — af ts ap. " a 
— " 8 * — 2 So 2 Me a * 2 — — 


en $4404 wow tho, 

7 7 

n * 28 «£ 
1 as — 

0 38 = 


—— — — 
— 2 _ 


— 


2 2 * of oy none res he 


\ - © = _ 3 —_— = = » = 
«4 —— . —1 
cS Ng — — 2 * R : * 


* 


r. eee eee e 


J. 


— 


Og 5 = = — — i 
SOS e * 2 _— L 
FF T — 
r F — 8 1 N 
_ I . _ « 
> — torr ary gre ä — 


% 


0 4 ' WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 124 


ceſs of the campaign, and in a very high degree to ſecure 
the ſafety and tranquillity of the nation. His Lordſhip ſaid, 

he had a juſt ſenſe of the high diſtinction conferred on an 
officer by ſuch a vote, as a vote of thanks by that Houſe, 
but the victory of the 23d of June, the taking of three ſhips 
of the line, and the crippling others of the enemy's fleet, 
was certainly a glorious atchievement for this country, He 
need not enter into further diſcuſſion to recommend the vote, 
he ſhould propoſe, and therefore, with the moſt perfect ſatis- 
faction, he would move their Lordſhips to give a public ex- 
preſſion of the ſenſe they entertained of the gallant and diſ- 
tinguiſhed conduct of our officers and ſeamen upon that oc- 
cation. He concluded with moving ſeriatim et ff cparatim the 
thanks of the Houſe to Admiral 1.6rd Bridport, Sir Allan 
Gardner, Lord Hugh Seymour, with the officers, &c. under 
their command, as allo the acknowledgment and approvation 
of the Houſe to the ſeamen and marines, preciſely in the 
fame terms as the motions made by Mr. Dundas to the ſame 


purpoſe in the Houſe of Commons on Monday laſt, which 


were agreed to nem. dif}. and the Lord Chancellor ordered 40 


communicate the ſame. 
Tord Romney ſaid, that beſides the oratification of their 


feelings as individuals in paying the tribute of applauſe which 
was due to thoſe who had ſignalized themſelves in the ſervice 


of their country, it was their duty to expreſs that public teſ- 


timony of approbation they were in ule to-beftow on the con- 
duct of thole whoſe actions had merited ſo high an honour. 
There was a man whoſe high profeſſional character was well 
known to their Lordſhips, and whoſe whole lite had been one 
continued feries.of active, brave, and meritorious ſervices, the 
perſon he alluded to was Admiral Cornwallis, whoſe be- 

haviour, eſpecially vpon the T5th of June lait, in engaging 
and beating a ſuperior ſquadron of the French fleet, he con- 
ceived entitled bim to every poſſible expreſſion of their 
Lordſhips favour,” His Lordſhip wiſhed to know'from the 
noble Earl, if he had any intention of doing the gallant officer 
he had mentioned, the honour of moving the tanks of the 
Houſe to him, for an inſtance of bravery and good conduct, 
that had excited the admiration, ane obtained che praiſe of all 
who had heard its relation.” | 

Earl Spencer acknowledged that, hen he gave notice of 
his intention to move the Thanks ef the Houſe to Lord 


Bridport and the officers under his command, he had it not in 
contemplation to make a ſimilar motion with regard to Ad- 


miral Cornwallis, This, he ſaid, did. not ariſe from any 


R 2 | | doubt | 
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doubt as to the character of the officer alluded to, or from 
any backwardneſs to acknowledge his merit, for it would ill 
ecom*e him not to exprels his ſenſe of deſert wherever it was 
conſpicuous. His ſole reaſon was, that he underſtood it was 
Not uſual to move the Thanks of the Houſe to any officer, 
on account of an action which did not terminate in a brilliant 
victory, and therefore, as. the conduct of Admiral Cornwallis, 
meritorious as it was, did not, come under that diſtinguiſhed 
kind which was attended with ſucceſs, or which could be 
publicly recogniſed ia conſiſteney with form. He bad 
moved the Thanks to him. At the fame time, he had 
not moved the Thanks of the Houſe to him for that 
reaſon only, he thought it neceſſary to ſay, he had no 
objections that the Thanks of -the Houſe, recommended as 
they had been by the noble Lord, ſhould be returned to Vice 
Admiral Cornwallis, whoſe ſucceſs in fighting a ſuperior 
fleet, with only a mall ſquadron, might be ranked with any 
of the moſt brilliant vicdories. He would therefore take up 
the idea ſuggeſted by the noble Lord, and propoſe that “the 
Thanks of the Houſe ſhould be given to Admiral Corn- 
Wallis for his diſtinguithes ability in the conduct of the ſqua- 
dron under bis command, and his determined bravery in an 
action with a ſuperior fleet of the enemy upon the 15th of 
June laſt,” which was agreed to nem. 4 %; and likewite that 
the Houſe do acknowledge and approve ot the behaviour of the 
officers, ſeamen, and marines, under his command upon that 
occaſton; and the Lord Choneclior was ordered to communi- 
cate the Thanks of the Houſe to Admiral Cornwallis. —_ 
On a motion it was ordered, that no Private Bills be re- 
ceived alter Tueſday, March 2d. = Od. | | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Several accounts were brought up from the Officers of the 
Cuſtoms and laid upon the Table, 

Ar. Roſe moved, „ That there be laid before the Houſe 
an account of the amount of Exchequer, Bills for the year 
2795: ”—Ordered: | 

The Honourable Mr. Ryder moved, © That the Fouls do 
on Tueſday next roſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider further of the high price of corn.“ He 

Lord Sheffield ſaid, he obſerved a great ſlowneſs in bringing 
the corn buſineſs forwards 

Ar. Ryder apprehended that the noble Lord miſtook the 
nature of the preſent motion. All that was meant by it was 

| | | to 
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to keep alive a Cominittee of the whole Houſe. It was a 
matter of form rather than any thing elſe. It had no refercnce 
at all to the inquiry into the caules of the high price of 
rain. 
, Lord Sheffield thought that the . for the i inquiry 
into the high price of corn ought to proceed the next day. 
The Speaker obſerved, that the motion before the Houſe 
had no reference whatever. ta- the Select Committee appointed 
to inquire inte the high price of grain. 
Ar. Huſſey gave notice, that he meant at a future time to 


move for à bounty on the importation of foreign corn. He 


had not made up his mind, whether he ſhould do it in the 
Committee which was meutioned i in the preſent motion, or 
in a Committee of. Supply. - 

The Speaker. informed the Honourable Gentleman, that 
ſuch a motion could only be made in a Committee of the 
whole Hauſe, | 
Ihe motion ſor a 7 — of the whole Houſe on 
R Tueſday next, to conſider further on the cauſe of the ge 

price ot carn, was then put and carried. 


STATE PAPERS, 


Mr. 1 8 brought up Copies of the Treaties 


of Defenſive Ailiance between his Majeſty and the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia; of the Treaty of Defenſive Alliance with the 
Empetor of Germany; and of the Ratification of the Treaty 


between his Majeſty and the United Nite of America. | 


Ordered to be laid on the Table. 


5 COMMITTEE. OF SUPPLY AND NAVY. 
Lond Arden moved the Order of the Day for the Houſe to 
relolve itlelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to con- 
fider furtier of a ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty. 

The Houſe having gone into a Committee, 


Lord Arden moved, That it is the opinion of this Gone. 


. mittee, that one hundred and ten thouſand ſeamen be em- 
ployed for the fea lervice of the year 1790, including aden 
thouſand marines.” 


Ar. MM. Robinſon el that with reſpect to the Weſt 


Indies there had been, as he was credibly informed, a great 
mortality among the ſoldiers. One cauſe of which, he un- 
derſtood to be, the manner in which they were tranſported 


thither. They were rendered extremely ill from the mode of 
their ſtowage, and the ſort of way in which they were con- 
Yen to the lands ; and of waich they died ĩ in great numbers. 


Great Ny 
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_ Conſiderable inconvenience would ariſe from this, if it be true. 
If there was no ground for what he mentioned, he ſhould be 
contradicted. He wiſhed to be informed, | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, if the Honourable Sende 
wiſhed to be informed, he knew there was no difficulty i in 
obtaining information, without having recourſe to any in- 
Anuation which tended to have a bad effect on the public 
mind. He did not mean to ſay any thing againſt the quarter 
from which the Honourable Gentleman received his. inform- 
ation; but certainly there was not the ſmalleſt degree of truth 
im it. He had a letter from che Commander in Chief in the 
Weſt Indies, and although he had it not with him at that mo- 
ment, he would venture to quote a paſſage of it from memor 
he believed in the very words: *I mult do the juſtice to a5 
that neither trouble nor expence have been ſpared for the ac- 
commodation of the ſoldiers in health or in ſickneſs.” With 
reſpect to the manner in which they were carried on board, 
he could affirm, that more room had been allotted to each 
* foldier than ever had been before allowed, and their accommo- 
dation was ample for every purpoſe whatever. He would 
again aſſure the Houſe that the information of the Honourable 

Gentleman, wherever be had it, was completely erroneous. 

Ar. M. Robinſon ſaid, he would dare to aſſert, that the 

Right Honourable Gentleman alledged only- what he believed 
upon this ſubject, With regard to information, he ſhould 
never apply to a minifter. Whenever he wanted any thing 

of that kind, he would ſtate it in the Houſe of Commons, 
for that was the only regular way upon ſuch ſubjects. Not- 

withſtanding what the Right Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, 
he nevertheleſs believed there was ſome ground for what he at 
firſt ſtated. If fo, there was much cauſe for cenfure. If, from 
any idea of faving expence, the ſoldiers had been improperly 
treated, it was very much to be blamed; for there was no 
__ ceconomy ſo wretched as that which tended to Knee che yes 
of ſoldiers, Tu. 

The queſtion was ot ra carried, 

Tord Arden then moved, That it is 1 — opinion of this | 
Cemvnirive; that four pounds per man per month be allowed 
for thirteen months for the ſea ſervice, &c.—Paſſed. | 
I he Report of this Committee Was ordered to be received 

on Friday. 
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Agreed to go into a Committee for further Supply « on 


Friday. 
3 Irs Ry der brought ina vill to prokibie the aper on, | 
| 9 permit the importation, of corn. IN other proviſion, 
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ed to be read 2 ſecond time on Friday next. 
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without payment of duty, &c . Read a firſt time, and order- 


Mr. Secretary Dunas brought up copies of two Procla- | 


mations.. The one of the 31ſt of OQober, and the other 


conſideration on Tuefday next. 


. 4 


Mr. Alderman Curtis alluded to the loſs. which we had ſuſ- 


of the 4th of November, -1795.—Ordered to be. taken into 


| tained by the capture of part of the Mediterranean fleet, a a 


loſs which, he faid, nothing, could have prevented. Our loſs 


in the article of ſilk was very conſiderable, and therefore he 
haoped there would be permiſſion to import ſilk of a certain 
fort from any country in amity with his Majeſty. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaw no objection to this. 
Adjourned to Friday, _ 4 35 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
e , OO gens | 
Lord Grenville moved the Order of the Day, that his 


Majeſty's Proclamations ſhou'd be read, and the fame having 
been read, his Lordſhip ſaid thoſe Proclamations, and the 
facts they ſtated, were to be conſidered as the ground-work 
of the Bill which he propoſed that day to ſubmit to the con- 


ſideration of their Lordſhips ; but he ſaw no occaſion to enter 
into the detail of the meaſure, or to argue upon the ſeveral 


charges and proviſions of the Bill. It was he ſaid, notorious” 
that the evil the bill aimed to correct, had got to ſuch an 
height and extent, that not only ſeditious papers were printed 
and diffuſed, but meetings were publickly advertiſed and 
held, at which diſcourſes were delivered of a ſeditious nature 
calculated to miſlead the minds, confound the judgment, 
and inflame the paſſions of the multitude induſtriouſly col- 
lected to hear them. To that, clearly and undeniably was to 
be aſcribed the outrage that had lately, but too much to their 
Lordſhips knowledge taken place. It was no longer the flimſy 
pretence of ſome imaginary grievance, no longer the flight - 
pretext of a wiſh for a parliamentary reform, that could be fet 
up as the motive for ſuch. meetings and ſuch conduct. That 
thin veil had been lately torn away, and in the face of broad 
day an attempt had been made directly on the perſon of the 
Sovereign. The late violent attack upon the perſon of his 
Majeſty, every man muſt agree demanded ſome effective 
meaſures for the prevention of a return of ſimilar abuſes, and 
that attack he ſuſpected to have been made in conſequence of 
the licentious proceedings which had of late been ſuffered to 
eee „ | | take 
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take place near the metropolis without any notice or reſtic- 
tion. Indeed, the treafonable and ſeditious ſpeeches and 
 wrritings, which had of late been fo aſſiduouſſy difſeminated at 
public meetings, together with the number of libels other- 
wiſe circulated, were fo general and fo notorious, that they 
moſt particularly called for the interference of Parliament. 
As one of the King's ſervants, indeed he might ſay as a mem- 
ber of that Houſe, he felt it an indiſpenſable duty to en- 
deavour to check their flagitious tendeney. Convinced as he 
was that the poiſon that had been ſo artfully prepared, and ſo 
induſtriduſly preſented to the minds of the weak and unin- 
formed, he had paid conſiderable attention to the moſt effec- 
tual and moſt adviſeable means of applying a remedy, and his 
firſt object, as their Lordſhips might eaſily imagine, had been 
to turn to the law of the country and the hiſtory of Parliament, 
and ſee what precedents were to be found fit for the occaſion, and 
how our anceſtors had conducted themfelves under ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances. Upon teference to former periods of the hiftory of 
this country, he had found precedents which ſhewed what 
meaſures our anceſtors had thought proper to purſue in ſimilar 
fituations with the preſent. The Bill he ſhould have the 
honour to ſubmit to their Lordihips that day was founded on 
thoſe precedents, and was in a great meaſure copied from the 
Act in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and the Act of Charles 
the Second, paſſed ſoon after the commencement” of his 


reign ; acts paſſed in approved times, and applied to circum- | 
ſtances by no means diſſimilar from thoſe of the preſent times, 1 
In the | preſent Bill there would be found no other 1 
variations rom the Act, but ſuch as the ſituation of affairs f 
and the exiſting circumſtances of the times rendered indiſ- d 
penfibly neceſtary. The accomodating new laws to the t. 
peculiar ſituation of affairs and the general circumſtances of t 
the times, was what every legiſlator and ſtateſman deemed 0 
wiſe and prudent. It had been adopted by the ableſt men hi 
that ever were miniſters of this country, and he thought it al 
would be in the higheſt degree negligent and criminal, if his co 
Majeſty's preſent ſervants did not on ſo trying an occaſion an 
follow ſo prudent an example. His Lordſhip defcanted on Pr 
the daring outrage that had been committed on the perſon mi 
of the Sovereign, and through him on the conſtitution of the his 
country, and while he ſincerely lamented the neceſſity of pro- W 
poſing any meaſure that might appear in the ſmalleſt degrce inc 
harſh and ſevere; he appealed to their Lordſhips whether that * 
that 


neeceeſſity was not obvious; at the ſame time he truſted when 
the meaſure. came to be eleaily- underſtood and e. 4 


c 
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| he ſhould be able to prove to the ſatisfaction of every one of 
their Lordſhips, that the Bill he ſhould have the honour to 
preſent did not by any means exceed the occafion, or preſs 
unneceſſarily on the conſtitutional liberty of the ſubject. 


His Lordſhip concluded with offering to the Houſe a Bill 


entitled, An Act for the Safety and Preſervation of his 
Majeſty's Perſon and Government againſt treaſonable and 
ſeditious Practices and Attempts.” And moving that it be 


read at length. The Bill was read at length. 


Lord Grenville then moved, that a proper number of copies 
be printed for the uſe of the Houſe, and that it be read a 


ſecond time on Fueſday next, and the Lords be ſummoned. 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he was well aware it was not 


uſual to enter into the diſcuſſion of a Bill of ſo much importance 
at the firſt reading, nor did he mean to incur the danger 


that might reſult from his attempting it on the ſudden, and 
before he had been able to turn it in his mind and examine it 
with due care and attention. He could not however help riſing 


to expreſs his ſurprize at the Proclamation of his Majeſty in | 
Council, and on the facts it ſtated, The moment he had 
heard of it his ſurpriſe commenced, but if he was ſurpriſed 


at that meaſure, how much more muſt he have been ſur- 


priſed at what he had heard, however curſorily, that day; 
and to find that a Bill of ſo extraordinary a, nature was. 


founded upon a Proclamation, iſſued apparently for the pur- 
poſe, and Rating facts unauthoriſed and unſupported in any 


manner whatever. When he had left the Houſe the other 


night, he had left it in ſome degree comforted and at caſe, 


from having as he thought heard that there was an end to all 
dread and apprehenſion of diſloyalty, diſaffection, ſedition, or 


treaſon. He had gone home convinced from what had paſſed 
then, that every idea of diſquiet, alarm, or danger, had been 


completely lulled by the declaration they had heard from the 


higheſt authority, and which tended to convince their Lordſhips 
and the country that one of the great objects of the war was 
completely fulfilled, and that all the dread and alarm which had 
any where exiſted, was quieted by the ſalutary effects of the 
Proclamation in 1792, and the ſubſequent . meaſures which 


miniſters had adopted. Let their Lordſhips then gueſs what 


his ſurpriſe muſt have been at reading the Proclamation of 


Wedneſday, and how much that ſurprize muſt have been 
increaſed at hearing the Bill that had. juſt been read. From 
the whole tenour and principle of that Bill, he muſt contend 


that it was a direct contradiction to all they had heard from 
Vell... oy 
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the high authority to which he had juſt alluded. It appeared that 
it would be abſurd and prepoſterous to ſuppoſe that the former 
meaſures of government have had the defired effect, or that 
they had ſucceeded in obtaining one of the - greateſt objects 
of the war. After all they had done, they found themſelves 


obliged to come forward with a meaſure ten times ſtronger 


and more dangerous to the liberties of the country than they 
had dared to do, even at the moment of their greateſt and kay 
avowed alarm. By the conſtruction of the Bill, a variety of 
new crimes and new treaſons were introduced into. the cri- 
minal law of the country, and by new framing the words and 
phraſes to deſcribe thoſe crimes, the Bill, upon the very firſt 
bluſh of it, held out a total alteration of the exiſtingrlaws re- 
ſpecting treaſon, and a moſt dangerous innovation upon the 
conſtitution. He little expected after what had paſſed ſo re- 
cently, that miniſters were about to take ſo ſtrong a meaſure, 
eſpecially on fuch looſe and vague grounds as a pretended 
notoriet), without the leaſt evidence to induce their 
Lordſhips to believe, much leſs to be convinced that there 
was the ſmalleſt connection between the perſons aſſembled in 
the fields near Iſlington, and thoſe who had been guilty of the 
flagitious acts committed upon the perſon of their Sovereign, 
in his way to his Parliament; acts which every one of their 
Lordſhips equally lamented. Upon thofe flagitious acts the 
Houſe had done exactly what became them on the occaſion; 
they had previouſly to entering upon any other buſineſs pro- 
ceeded to enquire into the nature and extent of the miſchief, 
and had voted an Addreſs expreſſive of their Vyalty and affec- 
tion to his Majeſty, and their anxiety for the ſafety of his 
perſon. But was a Proclamation of his Majeſty in alert | 
he would aſk-a fit ground for an Act of Parliament, which was 
o direct and effectual an attack on the privileges of Engliſh- 
men, that had not the outrage in Weſtminſter happened, 
- miniſters, he would venture to ſay, would not have dared to 
hae brought forward ? After ſuch. a Bill paſſed, if it ſhould 
become a law, where, he would aſk, was the boaſted con- 
ſtitution of the country? The libertics of Britiſh ſubjects 
were annihilated, and what would foreigners think or ſay 
When they came to hear of it, would not they naturally be 
led to ridicule our pr-tenſions to freedom, and laugh at us 
tor ſo idly boaſting of a conſtitution. which could be fo vio- 
Tently invaded, whenever miniſters ; taking advantage of an 
accidental circumſtance were, wicked. enough to attempt it. 
He owned his furpriſe was not a little increaſed on hearing 
the noble Secretary of State beaſt of having * | 
| TR wWIIdom 
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' wiſdom and prudence of our anceſtors, when he told them in 


the ſame breath, that he had thought proper to reſort to 
ſuch times as the reign of Queen Elizabeth and Charles II. fo 
Jong after the Revolution, which reftored Engliſhmen to the 
poſſeſſion of their privileges, and put the conſtitution on its 


true grounds. He owned he could not ſuppreſs his aſtoniſn- 


ment that miniſters - ſhould prefer precedents drawn from 
times infinitely more queſtionable than any that had 'paſſed 
ſince that glorious event. He believed no man, for inftance, 
who knew any thing of the hiſtory of his country would ſelect 

the reign of Charles the Second, as a reign peculiarly friendly 


and favourable to the liberty of the ſubject. But what was 


_ the Bill? a Bill conſtituting a variety of new treaſons, and 
in every line of it trampling upon, or eircumſeribing the pri- 


vileges of Engliſhmen, He repeated it, that it was moſt 
extraordinary that ſo ſtrong a meaſure ſhould be propoſed by 
the noble Lord, and offered to that Houſe, without ſome evi- 
dence being produced that it was neceſſary; however, there 


was no evidence of any fort brought to prove that there was 


the leaſt ſhadow of ground to believe that the calamities 


ſtated, and the treafon or ſedition complained of, did actually 
exiſt, nor could the noble Lord prove that there was any 


thing like a ſpirit of difloyalty prevalent in the country at 
this time. In this view he thought the words of the Pro- 


clamation were wide enough in their extent, and built the 
whole of its ſtrength and argument upon the notoriety of 
the events which-KMtated vo have taken place. Not content, 
however, with that, it went farther, by ſtating future in- 
tention, without any thing like a fact or proof that could 
warrant ſuch an anticipation of criminality. The Bill itſelf, 
as far as he could judge from only once hearing it read, ſpoke 
in language too plain to be miſunderſtood, and led him to 


pronounce, that from the moment it paſſed into law every 


liberty and privilege of the ſubject was done away. Aſter 
che Bill paſſed, if the legiſlature ſhould” give it their ſanction, 
no public meeting for any public purpoſe could be held, how- 

ever legal, neceflary, or uſeful ſuch meetings might be, under 


the prefent laws. N o meeting could be held for conſidering 


| grievances of any ſort, however oppreflive they might be 
upon the people, with a view to petition Parliament for the 


repeal of any law which they felt or contidered as a grievance. 
His Lordſhip wiſhed them to afk themſelves" if that liberty 


would remain after paſting ſuch a Bill? He obſerved there was 
a clauſe in it, reſerving their rights and liberties to members 
of either Houſe of Parliament, that very reſervation he ſaid, 


— 


convinced 
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convinced him of the extent to which they meant to carry the 
law, by taking from all others that right and liberty which 
they now poſſeſs, and confining it to members of Parlia- 
ment only. The exception itſelf proved the oppreflive and 
_ arbitrary operation of the law on every deſcription of the 
King's ſubjects ; but members of Parliament. Having thus 
learned the wide extent to which they meant to carry this 
ſtrong meaſure, who was there who had ever been accuſtomed 
to admire and extol the Britiſh conſtitution, that could pro- 
nounce there now remained any thing enviable in the ſitu- 
ation of thoſe who live under it. In the old conſtitution of 
France there was nothing worſe, nothing more deſpotic nor 
more inconſiſtent with the freedom of Engliſhmen there, 
than this Bill went to create. It was the introduction of the 
ſyſtem of terror into this country, and God knew, they had 
all ſeen what conſequences had reſulted in another country 
rom the adoption of that ſyſtem, and well knew how much 
its introduction here was to be dreaded. The fact appeared 
to him to be that miniſters having involved the country in a 
ruinous and deſtructive war, now find that they muſt have 
recourſe to extraordinary and unheard of meaſures as the 
only means to continue their mad and dangerous project; a war 
entered into againſt the ſenſe of the people, and carried on 
at an expence ſo enormous, that it was with much difficulty 
indeed that the poor could bear the preſſure of grievances 
which it had already occaſioned. In the midſt of all their 
hardſhips, and with the miſerable pittance which the public 
extravagance of the noble Lord and his colleagues had left 
them, he comes forward with a bill at once to deprive them 
of the only comfort that ſupported them under all their diffi- 
culties, their honeſt pride in feeling that they were ſuperior 
to the poor of other countries, on account of their perſonal 
freedom; he extinguiſhes that ſource · of ſolace and ſupport; - 
and taken from them the power of meeting to diſcuſs the 
_ grieyances which they had heaped upon them, and of every 
degree of liberty which they at preſent enjoy. mm "0 
Another alarming circumſtance in this bill was, that it 
was not brought in to check any ſpecific or immediate dan- 
ger, and was to continue during the life of the King, and even | 
a ſeſſion afterwards, which, in the mind of every thinking 
man, muſt make the whole meaſure ſtil} more objectionable 
than even the wording of the Bill itſelf. Another queſtion \ 
naturally aroſe, Are his Majeſty's Miniſters, who have in- 0 
volved this country in a moſt expenſive war, and almoſt 
iuined it by their extravagance; who have recently — 80 


/ 
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the law of treaſons to obtain a favourite object, but, happily 
for the country, ſtrained it in vain; are they whom you are 
to truſt with this extraordinary acquiſition of executive 
power? He daily heard, with horror and ſurpriſe, of the 
extraordinary tranſactions that occurred, and the ſtrides to- 
wards deſpotiſm that were perpetually taken. As a proof of 
this, it was, he ſaid, only the other day, that he read in the 
public papers an account that a cook maid was brought up to 
a public office; and, being ſurpriſed at being ſent Br, aſked 
upon what account ſhe had been called upon to attend there? 
when ſhe was told, that an anonymous letter had been ſent to 
the Private Secretary of a Secretary of State, accuſing” her 
_ maſter of treaſonable words and intentions, and deſcribing her 
to be proper and competent to give ſuch evidence as would 
bring him to puniſhment, She replied, that the whole muſt 
be falſe, and expreſſed the. greateſt aſtoniſhment that her 
maſter thould be deſcribed as a diſloyal ſubject, when ſhe had 
every reaſon to think that he was a man of an oppoſite de- 
| ſcription. © Being diſmiſſed of courfe, all that came from the 
Bench was, that as the charge being groundleſs, it was a pity 
that the author of the letter could not be brought to puniſſi- 
ment—a curious ſatisfaction for endeavouring to deprive a 
man of his character, upon a charge, the very ſuſpicion of his 
being guilty of which, muſt bring on him the deteſtation of 
every one, and endanger every thing he valued in his profeſ- 
ſion and ſituation of life, as it left his character liable to 
imputation for the remainder of his days. His Lordſhip 
reprobated this proceeding, as moſt ſcandalous and tyrannical. 
He likewiſe mentioned the caſe of another man, who had been 
_ apprehended; but, on enquiry, no proof of criminality could 
be brought forward againſt him; he therefore defired to be 
admitted to bail; when the anſwer given him by the magiſ- 
trate was, © that he could not admit him to bail, as he had re- 
ceived no inſtructions from Miniſters to admit him to bail.“ 
His Lordſhip reprobated, in moſt indignant terms, ſuch an in- 
terference of Miniſters with the execution of the laws. Mi- 
niſters, he ſaid, might or might not give ſuch inſtructions to 
their magiſtrates, but the Jaw of the land ought to inſtruct 
them very differently, and point out to them the enormity of 
ſuch conduct. The dangers and alarms which minifters had 
created all along, he aſcribed to their own private ends or 
views, and declared he did not conſider them as ariſing out 
of any circumſtances that could bear them out in the ſyſtem 
they had purſued z under that idea, and from a view of their 
| conduct, the Earl of Lauderdale faid, he thought the danger 
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to the country would be increaſed by putting any additional | 
power into their hands. The preſent Bill, in its principle and 


proviſions, and, in ſhort, in every view that could be taken of 


it, went to a total deſtruction of Britiſh liberty, and when 


it came to be compared in its future ſtages, as it would be, 


with thoſe old laws of times that had been held up as pre- 
cedents, he was ſure it would gain nothing by that compari- 
ſon. After farther pointed declamation, his Lordſhip con- 
cluded by pronouncing the Bill one of the ſevereſt and moft 
dangerous Bills againſt the rights, privileges, and liberties of 
the people that had ever been introduced. : SLANT. 


Lord Grenuille ſaid, it would have been as well, if the noble 


Earl had waited till he had fulfilled his promiſe, before he had 
undertaken to deliver his opinion, ſo decidedly againſt the bill. 
Had he carefully read and examined it, ſure he was, he could 


not have felt himſelf warranted to condemn it in ſo unre- 
ſerved a manner. Indeed had the noble Earl taken the trouble 


to compare the contents of the bill now propoſed, with the 


former laws upon the ſubject, he would have ſpared ſome of 
his obſervations, becauſe he would have ſeen they were un- 
founded. He would, however, be very ſhort, as he ſhould 


have abundant opportunity of diſcuſſing the ſubject. The no- 
ble Earl charged Miniſters with hal ing been guilty of a ſin- 


gular contradiction. In doing ſo, he apprehended the no- 


ble Earl referred to the argument of the noble Lord from the 
Woolſack, and ſeemed to contend that it was there aſſerted, 


that all diſcontent and deſign againſt the Government of this 
country was done away; that all ſeditious practices were at 
end. This was not the meaning of his noble friend on the 
_ Woolfack. In anſwer to the hacknied charge, that the war was 
unneceſſary, the noble and learned Lord had faid, that, by the 


firmneſs of Parliament, in oppoſing principles which had been 


ſupported by the arms of France, and which had been induſ- 
triouſly propagated in this country, we were yet able to de- 
bate in a Britiſh Houſe Words: and ſtill poſſeſſed the power 


of arguing on the advaſitages of the Britiſh conſtitution. 


Neither was it true, that Miniſters had at any period aflerted, 
there was a general ſpirit of diſloyalty, or diſaffection, in the 
people of this country. To whom did the noble Earl impute 


that aſſertion ? Who had he heard make uſe of it? When 
did he hear it > So far was he from thinking there was any 
foundation for accuſing the maſs of the people of this coun- 


try of diſaffection to the Government, or diſloyalty to the 
Sovereign, that he gloried in faying there was a general, 


he might almoſt ſay, an univerſal, ſpirit of loyalty in the coun- 


* 
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try. That there were ſome men, a fe of them men of in- 
formation and talents, who were deſirous of working on the 
minds of others he never had affected to difown ; and ſorry, 
indeed ſineerely ſorry he was, they had ſo far prevailed, as to 
make ſome converts among the thoughtleſs and the ignorant. 
There was in the country enough of fedition, enough of trea- 
ſon, to call for the caution of Government : enough were in- 


fected with falſe and deluſive notions concerning our Conſti- 
tution, and even with the ſpirit of treaſon, to make it highly 


neceſſary for Parliament to interfere. © They ſhould not there- 
fore ſhrink from the danger, but come boldly forward, and 


join in defending the rights, the liberties, the law, and the 


conſtitution of their county. | | 
The noble Earl had ſcrupled not once more to introduce 
the old ſtory, and to aſſert, that Miniſters had unneceſſarily 
involved the country in a war, and are now driven to this ex- 
pedient for carrying it on. Again and again had the noble 


Earl made charges of this kind againſt his Majeſty's Miniſ- 


ters; again and again had ſuch charges been contradicted 
and, as often as the charge ſhould be made, ſo often ſhould he 
contend, that his Majeſty's Miniſters had not brought on this 
War, and give a direct denial to an aſſertionwholly unfounded. 
Their Lordſhips had repeatedly difeuſſed that ſubject, and they 
had repeatedly decided upon it. By their votes, they had 
already declared, that his Majeſty's Miniſters did not involve 


this country in the war, and certainly they did not. The 


French involved us in the war, by the moſt unprovoked ag- 
greſſions; and it had been a conteſt among their leaders, at 


different times, who was entitled to the merit, as they deemed 


it, of having done ſo. With regard to the conduct of the 
war, Miniſters had conducted it according to the beſt of their 


judgment; and he reflected with pleaſure on the ſituation in 


which we at preſent ſtood, when compared with what threat- 


ened this èbuntry at the commencement of hoſtilities. Let | 


their Lordſhips diſpaſſionately compare our ſituation as it 
ſtands, with what it might have been if they had fuffered the 
Conſtitution to be ſubverted by thoſe malignant men who 
had that purpoſe in view. He aſſured the noble Earl, that he 
was perfectly ready to debate the queſtion with him when- 
ever he choſe to bring it forward, and he might be aſſured, he 
would never ſhrink from the aſſertion, that Miniſters had not 


involved their country in the war. 


When the proviſions of the Bill came to be' argued, be 


ſhould maintain the neceſſity of the meaſure. He would 
prove, to the ſatisfaction of their Lordſhips, that it did not 
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increaſe the number of treaſons, as the noble Earl had aſſert- 
ed, that it declared nothing to be treaſon that was not ſo al- 
ready; that it created no newfcrimes, nor did it in the ſmalleſt 
degree interfere with the right of the people to meet in legal 
and peaceable aſſemblies. Lord Lauderdale called out, hear / 
hear] He repeated it, in legal and peaceable aſſemblies; and 
that the law which was propoſed to be enacted by this Bill, 
had for many years been the law of this country. He did 
not know there was any other point in the ſpeech of the noble 
Earl which required to be anſwered, - Whenever he ſtated his 
objections to the Bill, he ſhould meet thoſe objections, and 
would not fail to anſwer them. But he muſt be allowed to 
add, he was confident, that ſo far was this Bill from being an 
offence to the people of this country, that it was a meaſure to 
be deſired by them for their protection. None could be made 
to ſuffer by it except thoſe who knew their conduct and in- 
tentions were wicked, and ſuch, every man would agree, 
ought to be puniſhed, It was only a Bill to prevent treaſon. 
Lord Grenville concluded with moving that the Bill be 
rinted, . 2 . 
j The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he did not rife to object to the 
motion for printing ihe Bill, nor did he mean in the preſent 


ſtage of the buſineſs, to enter into the full diſcuſſion of the 


ſubject, but he thought it by far too ſtrong a meaſure, and ſaw 
already, that he could not ſupport the Bill. He was couvinced 
that while it was yet in their power to aſſemble, the people of 
the cougtry would meet, and diſplay a ſenſe of this attack 
upon their abilities, ſo marked and deciſive, as would induce 
their Lordfhips to abandon the deſign of carrying forward the 
Bill. At preſent he ſhould content himſelf with objecting to 
the principle of it. Er A Dt .. 9 op og 
I he Earle, Radnor ſaid, he did not mean to object to the 
propoſition, nor would he at preſent pledge himſelf to ſupport 
it, but he would ſay from what he had heard, he ſaw no rea- 
ſon to complain of the Bill. He roſe to ſay a word or two, 
on a point that he had often thought of, and conſidered with a 
view to himſelf. He was not ſure, that in the remarks he had 
to offer, he might not tread on dilicate ground, and not pleaſe 
nor afford ſatisfaction to any noble Eord preſent; what he 
' wiſhed, was ſeriouſly to recommend to the attention of go» 
vernment the ſtatute of Edward III. which was the founda- 
tion of the Laws of Treaſon in this country, and upon which 
the perſons arraigned for High Treaſon wil winter had been 
tried. Doubts had ariſen in the interpretation of it, as if it 
gave encouragement to what was known by the name "os ny 
SY. £4 5 e __ Krucuve 
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ſtructive Træaſon. Whereas it was, in his view of it, paſſed 
purpoſely, to prevent the ſubject from being brought to trial 
for Conſtructive Treaſon. If che Houte would allow him 
for a moment to ſtate. himſelf to be an honeſt juryman, he 
muſt fay, that notwithitanding, that Judge Eyre in his charge 
to the Grand Jury. told them, that if it were proved and 
brought home to the priſoners, that they had conſpired to 
compaſs the death of his Mejeſty, they muſt find the Bill a 
true Bill, and that they muſt ultimately be convicted, he 
ſhould have held himſelf conſcientiouſly bound to acquit them. 
The priſoners had been acquitted, becauſ? as he imagined the 
Jury. thought. the facts charged againſt them had not been 


proved or brought home to them, yet he meant to ſtate, that 


eyen in the caſe of the charge having been proved upon them, 
had he been a Juryman, he ſhould have acquitced every one of 
the perſons arraigned, as they had been tried for Conſtructive 
Treaſon, which the ſtatute of Edward III. he conceived, was 
_ expreſsly deſigned to prevent. His Lovrdihip ſaid, he might 
poſſibly be thought an odd man, but ſo far from being afraid 
to conſtitute new Treaſons, he rather wiſhed to do ſo than 
not. If it were thought that certain offences not in the pur» 
view of the act, 25 Edward III. ought to be conſidered and 
puniſhed. as Fligh Treaſon, why not make them High 
"treaſon at once, and enact that thty were ſo. By ſo doing, 
men would be taught to take war ing, to underſtand What 
crimes. they were committing, and what puniſhment they 
were incurring, and to know the extent of their danger; 
they would conſ e quently feel the neceſſity in point of pru- 
dence, of conducting themſelves accordingly. The Earl 
obſerved, that the Judges were directed if they found any 
doubt in a caſe tried under the itarute of I reaſons, to apply 
to Parliament for advice and aſſiſtance, but that practice their 
Lordſhips knew was grown, into diſuſe, and therefore it was 


the more neceſſary to make the Law of Treaſons as definite, 


as ficmple, and as eaſy, to be comprehended as poſſible. Hav- 
ing treated theſe topicks conſtitutionally, his Lordſhip fat 
down. | . 3 | 
Earl Hapetoun (aid, he did not riſe with any intention to 
debate the Bill in that ſtage of ir, but to daution noble Lords 
againſt uhng warm and ſtrong language upon à ſubject io im- 
portant, that it ought to be debated and diſcuſſled with great 
ler ouſneſs, with great temper, with ſound diſeretion and 
lober judgment. te believed that the language uſed by a 
noble Lord (Lauderdale); was not meant to excite or diffuſe 
1 but . merely from à natural warmth, 
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of temper. Such expreſſions. however, he thought ſhould be 
avoided, or at leaſt he wiſhed they might not be indulged. 


| Lord Lauderdale ſaid, it was neceſſary for him to ſay a 
word or two in reply; he wiſhed not the noble Lord who had 
juſt fat down, but the Houſe, and even the public, ſhould be 


undeceived with regard to the conſtruction put upon the lan- = 


guage he employed. He certainly deprecated the idea of ex- 
_ eiting any ferment in the minds of the people, but he con- 
fidered the expreflion alluded to, as the feebleſt which his moſt 
ſober and deliberate judgment could have fuggeſted ; and by 
no means dictated by the heat of temper, the ardour of 
debate, or the warmth of manner, which belonged to his 
ſpeaking on almoſt every occaſtun. He ſhould certainly em- 
_ ploy terms of reprobation much ſtronger, when the Bill was 
printed and came to be diſcuſſ d. He ſaid he roſe alſo to ob- 
ſerve, in reply to what had fallen from the noble Secretary of 
State, that it clearly appeared from the noble Lord's own de- 
Claration of his belief in the univerſal loyalty of the inhabitants 
of this country, that by the m aſure, for which the conduct of 
only a handful of men furniſhed the pretence, the whole people 
of England were to be puniſhed in the abridgment of their 
liberties. _ 3 | a | 
Lord Grenville faid it would, he believed, in the opinion of 
all their Lordſhips, be enough for him in reply, to refer them 
to what he had before ſaid, and that it would not be neceſſary 
for him to urge any further argument. In reſpect to all he 
had to fay upon the ſubject, he ſhould reſerve . himſelf for the 
future ſtages of the Bill. te 5 " 
Ihe queſtion was then put, That the Bill be printed, 
Ordered. | d Ts Le 
_ Adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
T | | | CORN LAWS. | Ce ERR > 
Mr. Ryder moved the Order of the Day, for the ſecond 
reading of the Bill, to prohibit generally the exportation, and 
to permit generally the importation of Corn, ke. 
"The Bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Monday next. 


M. 


* 
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Mr. i ilberforce brought up a Petition from Claro in 
' Yorkſhire, complaining of the bad effects of ſelling Corn, 


otherwiſe than at publick markets, and ſubmitting it to the 


2 wiſdom of the Houſe. _ 
Referred to the” Committee appointed to conſider of the 


cauſes of the high price of Grain. ; 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Conde of 
| Supply, by which 110,000 Scamen, including 18,000 Ma- 
rines, and four pounds per month per man, &c. were voted, 
The Reſolutions were read and agreed ta, 

Mr. Roſe moved, that on Monday next, the Houſe Mod 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 


of Ways and Means for raiſing a ſupply.—Ordered. 
Mr. Roſe then gave notice, that on Monday he ſhould 


move the annual duty on Land and Malt. 
The Houle agreed to go into a Committee on Monday. - 


next, to conſider further of a- ſupply to be 2 8 to his mg 
Ff e 


Monpar, Niinbis 9. 


William Gore Langton, E.. for or Somerlerſhire, was intro- 


duced and ſworn, 
A Petition for Colne Roads was preſented, and referred to 


a Committee. 


A Petition from the Debtors at Devon was preſ.nted. 


Old red to lie on the T able, 
Wade's Mill Roads Bill was preſented ind ad 


Mr. Greville acquainted the. Houſe, that his Majeſty had | 
received their Addreſs, and given orders that the proper 


officers do furniſh the Houſe with different eſtimates and ac- 
counts for che ſervice of Fake year e | 


CORN. 


Mr. Ryder ond that there were reports of Committees 
that bad formerly inquired into the high price of grain, which 
might be proper to be peruſed by the Preſent Commuttee ap- 
pointed to inquire into the ſame ſubject. He therefore moved, 
that ſuch a number of copies of the Report of the Committee 
of the 21ſt of December, 1772, made by the Committee 
npon the law then in being, relative to the aſſize of bread, 
be printed, as ſhall be ſufficient tor the uſe of the Members 


of the e Houle,--- Ordered, 


T's: 


He 
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He alfo moved that a ſufficient number of copies of the 
| Report of the Committee of the 14th of June, 1774, ap- 


-4:3ted to conſic der of the method of making bread from wheat 

ur, &c. be printed, as ſhall be fathcient for the uſe of the 
Members oi tue Houſe, ---Ordered; . - 

Mr. Ryder then moved the Older of the Nag: on the Bill 


for P bibiting generally tu. exportation, and permitting * 


neaal:y the unportation of Corn, &c. 

The Bill paſſed the Committee of the whole Houſe, and 
tae Report was ordered to be received to-morrow. | 
The Houſe in a Committee of Ways and Means granted 


the annual duties on Land and Malt, and the Report Was or- 


dered to de received next dax. 
Deferred the further Committees of Supply, and Nn and 


1 to Wedneiday. ns 


' HOUSE OF LORDS: |; 
Tuesvar, Nov. 10. 


The Duke of Portland preſented a petition to the Houſe 
from the city of Bath, ſigned by an immenſe number of per- 


ſons refide::t in that city, "ftating their abhorrence of the out- 
_ Tag's and infuits committed aga zinſt his Mojetty*s perſon and 
the dignity of Parliament, upon the firſt day of the ſeſſion, and 


praying that their Lordſhips would take ſuch fteps las might 


tend molt ſpeedily and efectually to bring the offenders 10 
puniſhment, and prevent the commiſſion of Aller crimes in 
future, which was read at the table. nts 


NEW TREA3 ONS AND SEDITION BILL. 


| Lord Grenville moved the Order of the Day. He began * Y 


very perſpicuous and cloſcly relative ſpeech, with faying that 
he roſe purſuant to the notice he had given on a former day, to 


move the ſecond reading, and ſtate the proviſions of the Bill 


for the ſafety and preſervation of his Maj-ty*s perſon and 


Government againſt treaſonable and ſeditious practices and 
attempts. His Lordſhip ſaid, he had already explained the ge- 


neral grounds upon which this bill was brought in, and the ne- 


ceſſity which urgzed it. T he cireumſtances of the late indecent, 


daring and treaſonable outrage on his Mejeſty's perſon in his 
way to Parliament were ſo notorious, that when all the facts 


were collected, no man in or out of that Houle he believed 


would venture to queſtion the neceflity of the meaſure, and 


| reed he had the . to, lay 10 that ltage of the Bill. 
ee | 8 But 
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But he could not fuſſiciently expreſs his ſurpriſe at the tone in 


which the Bill had been taken up and with which it was ob- 
viouſly intended to be treated. Ihe fact ſet forth in the 
preamble was undeniable, a body of proof upon that head 
was already before their Lordſhips. In addition to that 
evidence taey had his Majeſty's Proclamation, grounded 
upon enquiry and examination. That ſuch a meeting had 
been held in the fields, but three days previous to the meeting 
of Parliament, no man could heſitate to believe; no 
man likewiſe could doubt for a ſingle moment that the daring 
outrage committed on the perſon ot the Sovereign, and in it 
a moſt unprecedented inſult on the dignity and freedom of 
Parlia nent followed from the ſeditious ipeeches, and libellous 
and treaſonable papers delivered and circulated at that meeting. 
T be proviſions the Bill contained were, as he had before told 
their Locdſhips, founded on the precedents of former reigns 
and approved times, and differed in no way from the acts which 

ha! been adopted as prudent and wiſe by their anceſtors, but 
as the exiſting eircumſtances of the times demanded ; there 
might be a few variations, but theſe were regulared-as he had 
ſd by the difference of exiſting circumitances. As thoſe 
Buls had been thought the moſt proper for the times in which 
they were paſſed, fo the preſent only varied from them in ſuch 


reſpects as their anceſtors had wiiely governed themſelves by; 


namely, the varying events of the times, The Bill might, he 
ſaid, be divided into two parts: The firſt for the ſafety and pro- 


tection of his Majeſty's perſon; the other for the puniſhment. 


ol ſeditious crimes againſt the State, On the firlt head he 
did not expect there would be any difference of opinion; and 
on the ſecond, he repeated what he had ſaid on a former day, 


the Bill created no new treaſons, and therefore it did not pro- 


vide any puniſhments for crimes that were not already recog- 
nized as cri nes by the exiſting laws, excepting that it was in- 
tended by the preſent Bill to include treaſonable publications 
and diſcou;ſe, as equally criminal and dangerous with the acts 
{tated to be tteaſen by the laws now in force. To deviſe or 
compaſs the King's death was already treaſon, and the whole 
of that part of the Bill was grounded upon they ſolemn opini- 


ons of the beſt lawyers in this country, and the belt writers 
upon the ſubject of the treaſon laws. There could not his 


Lordihip faid, be a doubt bur ſuch compaſſing or conſpiring 
againit the King's perſon and government as was ſpecified in 
tne Bill, amounted to that degree of guilt which called for the 
molt ſevere puniſhment, whether it amounted to levying civil 
War againſt the King, or encouraging foreign enemies, or by 


Writing 
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proceeding to read the Bill; when 


ti2 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Trense, 


writing, printing, or publiſhing, the effect of the crime was the 
ſame, and the punzſhment ought to be fo likewiſe. Ihe firft 


clauſe conſtituted no new treaſon, and would any man venture 
to aſſert that compaſſing or conſpiring the death and deſtruc- 


tion of the Sovereign was not treaſon, or that it ought not to 


be fo declared? The proviſions of the Bill had been made 
upon the ſame principles as the As of Queen Elizabeth and 

Charles II. to which he had alluded on a former ni: ht, and 
were in fact as much ſimilar as the exiſting circumſtances of 
the times would admit; and it having been found that difficul- 


ties ſometimes aroſe in the conſtruction of the Acis in force, it 
was intended by the variations from them in this Bill, to aſcer- 


tain and ſpecify preciſely the meaning which was to be given 
to the whole of the treaſon laws. One alter ation he meant to 
move when the Bill came into the Conmittee, bout which an 
alarm had been induſtriqufly fpread, and great paiiis had been 
taken to poiſon the public mind, viz. that part of the firſt 
enactment which ſubjected malicious and adviſed ſpeaking to 
the penalties of the law deſcribed in the Bill; in the Committee, 
if the Bill were ſent to a Cemmittee, he ſhould moie to omit 


the words malicious and adviſed ſpeaking, and there would then 


remain nothing in that part of the Bill which was not already 
acknowledged by the exiſting laws to be treaſon, With 
regard to the clauſe reſpecting ſedition, it did not interfere 


with the preſent laws, nor prohibit acts or meetings which are 
at preſent deemed legal, but in ſome caſes it provides a more 
adequate guniſument to the degree of crime than the exiiting 


laws appiy, it having in- many inſtances been found that 
though tne crime was ſufficlently proved, the law did not 
attach an adequate puniihment, Phe remaining pro- 
viſions of the Bill, were his Lordthip f-1d, all of a nature 


favourable to the perſons who might be accuſed; and might be 
cConſidered as proviſions to ſecure the liberty of the tubjed, 


under circumſtances which would warrant a greater degree 
of-coercion und reftraint than in ordinary cafes ought to be 
allowed. Having taken this general view of the Bill, and ſaid he 


would reſerve what he had furcher to ſay, until he heard what 


poſſible objections could be made to it; and, he confeſſed, he 


ſhould moſt anxiouſly liiten, and like to hear what grounds 


thoſe noble Lords had to go upon, who had taken up this 


| buſineſs in ſo high a tone upon its introduction into the 


Houſz. He then moved, “ hat the Bill be now read a 


6 ſecond time.” 


The Duke if Bedford roſe, but was interrupted by the Clerk 
Lord 
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Lord Thurlow faid, that the words “ That this Bill» be 
read a ſecond time, had certainly been ſaid from the Wool= 
ſack, which had happened accidentally a thouſand times, but 
when any noble Lord wiſhed, in that ſtage, to interfere, and 


deliver his ſentiments, the rigid punctilio, of order was uſually 


| _ diſpenſed with. _ | 5 
ä The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he had objected to the principle 
of the Bill on the firſt reading, and muſt ſtill object to it, 


having heard nothing like an argument in ſupport of it. He 


ſhould not, for various reaſons, attempt to follow tne noble 
Lord much into the detail of the Bill before them, in its 


preſent ſtage, though, he owned, he was very much aſtoniſnu- 


ed at the manner in which the noble Lord had prefaced his 
motion for the ſecond reading of it. When the noble Se- 
cretary of State firſt propoſed this Bill, he reſerved himſelf 
till a future period, when he promiſed to give the Houſe 
full ſatisfaction reſpecting his motives for bringing it in, and 
the neceſſity that exiſted for ſo ſtrong a meaſure ; but that 
day, when the time was come that this promiſed explanation 
might reaſonably be expected, the noble Lord had contented 
| himſelf with the round affertion— That no Lord of Parlia- 
ment, or man out of it, could doubt either the facts ſtated 
in the preamble of the Bill, or the neceſſity of the meaſure, 
and had therefore called upon them for their immediate ac- 
quieſcence. It did not become him to ſtate what were merely 
his own opinions upon that neceſſity; but certainly it became 
the duty, and was conſiſtent with the dignity of parliament, 
to have before them. ſume ſort of evidence upon which that 

neceſſity could be founded, and of which they now poſſeſſed 
no materials whatever to guide their opinions, There could 
be no difference of opinion, certainly, that a moſt daring 
and flagitious outrage had been committed againſt the So- 
vereign on the firſt day of the ſeſſion: every man in and out 
of that Houſe muſt reprobate ſuch crimes and earneſtly wiſh 
to ſee them puniſhed in 2n »dequate and exemplary manner; 
he muſt, however, aſſert that the Bill did not meet its. pro- 


felled object, but was totally foreign from it, as he ſaw | 


nothing in the Bill that tended in the leaſt to 'give additional 
{ecutity and protection to the perſon and life of the Sovereign; 


he ſaw nothing mofe than what the exiſting laws provided 


for, and he did expect, if miniſters came forward with any 
meaſure founded on the late outrage on his Majeſty, they 
would have come forward with an efficient meafure. 

ſecond part of the Bill was. founded upon the proclamation 
acoinſt certain meetings which had been held. He begged 


leave 
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meaſure neceſſary. When, upon a former occaſion, the fame 
miniſters had thought it proper to adopt a very ſtrong mea- 


outrage of the moſt daring and flagitious kind had been com- 
mitted on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, they were to be fatished 
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he had alluded to were to be apprehended,- and it fhould be 
found that there was no law in the country by which they 


any thing fimilar ſhould not eſcape juſtice ; but in the preſent 


went to render. the King's perſon more ſafe, nor the puniſh- 


explain the law as far as it regards the King's life, being 


of State had termed Approved times.“ He had little 
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leave*to ſubmit to the Houſe, Whether it was not inconſiſtent 
with their dignity to proceed to ſo ſerious and ſolemn an act 
as the introduction of this extraordinary and dangerous Bill, 
without having before them any proof of any fort, that the 
proceedings of thoſe meetings had rendered ſuch a ſtrong 


ſure (the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act), they had 
not dared to propoſe it without previouſly inſtituting an en- 
quiry, by appointing a Sele& Committee, who reported to 
the Houſe a maſs of evidence which gave their proceedings 
at leaſt an appearance of d-liberation; in the preſent in- 
ſtance, on the contrary, they teemed to diſregard all idea of 
deliberation, enquiry, or evidence, and, merely becauſe an 


that ſuch dangerous conſequences were likely to follow, that 
nothing but this ſtrongeſt of all mcaſures, and moſt deftruc- 
tive of Britiſh Liberty, could poſfibly prevent them. He gave the 
noble Secretary of State credit tor being fincere in his belief 
that a Bill of that extraordinary tendency was neceſſary, but 
it was not enough that the noble Lord ſhould declare that te 
was ſatisfied on this point; parliament ought to know the 
neceſſity of the meafure and to acknowledge it before they 
adopted the Bill. If any of the perſons. guilty of the outrage 


could be adequately puniſhed, a new law ought to be made 
for that purpoſe, that thoſe who afterwards might attempt 


Bill there was nothing even of this fort, not one Clauſe that 


ment of {uch traitors greater, than it was under rhe exiſting | 
treaſon laws. He wiſhed the noble Secretary of State would 


any ways defective, or wherein -this Bill was likely to amend 

it. His Grace ſaid, he equally lamented and wondered that 
miniſters ſhould have ſelected their precedents: from times 
previous to the Revolution, times which the noble Secretary 


imagined that the noble Lord would have ſo far forgotten 
what he and the nation owed to thoſe who brought about 
the Revolution, as to ſpeak of the reigns of Elizabeth and 
Charles II. as models for example, or as furniſhing ptecedents 
for government to act upon in the preſent day. == RL 
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What would the opinions of thoſe great men be who aſſiſt- 
ed in driving from the Throne a family, by whoſe intrigues 
the religion and government of the country was ſo long diſ- 
tracted by every ſpecies of diſaſter and ruin, to make room 
too for that illuſtrious line which had ſince filled it with ſo 
much happineſs and proſperity to the nation, were they to look 
up from their graves, and hear the noble Lord taking his 

precedents from the times he had mentioned? It was to be 
remembered that Queen Elizabeth's title was diſputed, and; 
for that reaſon, ſome particular application and extenſion of 
the law of High Treaſon might be wiſe, or, at leaſt, it might 
be juſtified on the plea of political expediency. In Queen 
Elizabeth's time, theſe laws were chiefly directed againſt 
bulls. iſſued by the Pope, and when the country was in a 

very diſtracted ſtate, both from foreign and domeſtic foes ;'and 
in Charles the Second's reign, theſe meafures were adopted 
when he was juſt reſtored te the throne, after a twenty year's | 
abſence, and when a ſtrong party of republicans remained at- 
tached inveterately to their prejudices againſt monarchy; when 
the minds of men alſo, all over the country, had been alie- 
nated from their loyalty and obedience to their Sovereign, 
under circumſtances like thoſe, fuch laws might be abſolutely 
_ neceſſary for the protection of King Charles the Second. 
What analogy or reſemblance, did ſuch times, he would aſk, 
bear to the preſent ? The ſituation of his Majeſty and that of 
the country were directly the reverſe? Even allowing that 
ſome bill was neceſſary for the greater protection of his Ma- 
jueſty, there was nothing in this Bill calculated to ſecure that 
object. He reminded the Houſe how ſoon. the depoſition, 
and murder of Richard the Second followed the ſtatute _ 
of Treaſon, paſſed in his reign ; and ſaid, God forbid that 
parallel ſhould hold! but the moſt fatal conſequences might 
follow from an extenſion of the treaſon laws, without: neceſ- 
lity, and ſo he had a right to ſay of the preſent Bill, as the 
Clauſes of it did not apply a preventive or remedy for the 
| miſchief ſtated in the preamble. If it were a Bill fit to be 
paſſed at all, it ought to be a:permanent, not a temporary, Act. 
The Duke complimented his noble friend (the Earl of Lau- 
derdale) on his argument when the Bill was firſt introduced, 
and ſaid, he entirely concurred with him in thinking the Bill 
a wanton but violent attack on the privileges of Engliſhmen. 

As the noble Secretary of State had declined going into the. 
detail of the Bill farther, until it went into the committee, he 
would do the fame ; but having heard no argument in ſup- 
port of it, he muſt object to it, though as ready as any inan 
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to agree with ſuch a meaſure as really promiſed protection to 
the perſon of the Sovereign.  -/ . RI 5 

Ihe Earl of Lauderdale roſe next, and ſaid, the ideas and 

ſentiments he had ſtated, pn the firſt bluſh of the Bill, now 
{tood fully confirmed; that conſidering the magnitude and 
importance of the queſtion, as well as the manner in which 
the noble Lord had pledged himſelf on a former night, when 
he had reſerved his opinions for future diſcuſſion, he did ex- 
pect that ſome argument or reaſoning would have been of- 

ferred in this ſtage of the Bill, that might tend to convince | 
the Houle of the neceſſity of ſuch an extraordinary meaſure ; 
but ſtill the noble Lord had left the queſtion as naked as when 
he firſt introduced it, contenting himſelf, as his noble friend 
the noble Duke had remarked, with the round aſſertion, that 
the meaſure was grounded on a neceſſity ſo notorious that the 
world at large knew and acknowledged it, without condeſ- 
cending to go into any examination of facts, or adducing 
any proof that could, in the ſmalleſt degree, ſupport the pro- 
poſition he had brought forward. The Petition from Bath, 
reſented by a noble Duke (the Duke of Portland) and the 
eee of the King in Council, his Lordſhip ſaid, both 
held out an aſſertion, that there was a poſitive connection be- 
tween the meeting of the Correſponding Society, and the 
outrages which took place on the firſt day of the Seſſion. 

Such inſinuations had been made elſewhere, but no ſha- 

dow of evidence had been offered to prove the connection 

between that ſociety and the inſults offered to his Majeſty, 

_ excepting that the one happened about three days before the 

VV d ne 

He could not ſuppoſe that the noble Lord's mind was ſuffi- 

ciently ſtrong on this point to induce him to ſay that he believed 

there was any ſuch connection, although men were often in- 
clined to 20 what they wiſhed to be true. The noble 

Lord, however, had confidently ſaid, that no man doubted 
the fact, that the outrage upon the King, which they all 


| 

lamented, was aſcribeable to the meeting in the fields near 
Ilington. He would tell the noble Lord, that he doubted it, ; 
and that * his honour he did not believe that there was 3 
the ſmalleſt connection between the London Correſpondiag t 
Society and the mob, who committed the outrage in Weſt- * 
minſter on the firſt day of the Seſſion. I he London Cor- 1 8 
reſponding Society bad no more to do with it than his Ma- Ar” 

: wes Cabinet. 'The Cabinet were ten times more iavolved, = 

_ becauſe by their commencement of the war, and by their 2 
mad continuance of it, they had reduced the lower order of h; 


peop's e « 
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people to the moſt abject and intolerable diſtreſs ; was it to 
be wondered at, therefore, if ſome thirty or fifty infatuated 

individuals, in a mixed aſſembly of perhaps 100,000, ſhould 
break out and vent their indignation in any manner that 

the irritation of the moment ſuggeſted? It was, in his 

mind, much to be lamented, that they ſhould have done 
ſo, but he did not believe the London Correſponding So- 
ciety were more chargeable with what had happened than any 
of their Lordſhips. For his part, he knew no more of the 
proceedings in the fields, than what he had learnt from the 
1 Chancellor of England on the wool-ſack, who had 
told them all, when he condeſcended to become a reporter, 
and ſtate the account which the Telegraph gave of what 
happened in the fields near Iſlington; but e e that 
all the acts charged on the London Correſponding Society 
were really committed by them, they were, in his con- 
ſideration, trifling indeed, When put in oompariſon with the 
cCalamities brought on the country by his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters. His Lordſhip ſaid, it became the duty of the noble 
Lord, as it was the duty of the Houſe, to examine into facts 
before they adopted ſuch precedents as the noble Lord had 
quoted to them, and in the caſe of the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, miniſters had not ventured to promote it, 
without going into a previous enquiry and inveſtigation of 


facts; they did not afk it on the production of pikes or a ſpeech, 


but after a minute enquiryin a Select Committee, where a vo- 


luminous body of examinations, drawings, and evidence fur- 


niſhed what they thought a plauſible reaſon for adopting that 


meaſure, He eould only account for this difference of couduct 


in two ways; firſt, that upon the former occaſion there was no 
danger by going into an enquiry, becauſe the facts were not 
true; and feconidly, on this occaſion if the facts were found 
to be true, the propoſed remedy was ſo much weaker than the 


_ miſchief to which it was to be applied, that it could produce 


no ſalutary effect. As far as was yet known, the aſſertions 
upon which the preſent meaſure was founded were ſo general, 


that no man could believe them upon ſuch authority. He 
ſaid, he agreed entirely with the noble Duke in thinking that 


the precedents taken from the reign of the Stuarts, on which 


the noble Secretary of State had told them the Bill was found- 


ed, were badly ſelected, and not by any means from good 
times. The precedents in the reign of Charles II. did not 
apply at all to the preſent caſe, nor was the ſituation of the 


country at preſent ſuch as to require ſuch a ſtatute. No man, 


his Lordſhip contended, felt more loyalty and attachment to 


the King and Conſtitution than he did, and as a proof of 
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what he ſaid, he was ready to reſt ſolely on his conduct on the 
_ preſent Bill, compared with that of, his MHefty's minifters; 
while they wiſhed to increaſe and extend the feverity of the 
penal laws, they did nothing to protect or ſecure the per- 
ſonal ſafety of the King. He recited the preamble of the 
ſtatute of Queen Mary, which ſtates, that ſevere puniſhments 
were not the beſt means of protecting the life of the Sovereign, 
but that the ſureſt way was to promote the real love of the 
King in the hearts of his people, which was the beſt ſafe- guard 
and ſecurity any King could enjoy. By what acts, or in 
what manner, the Periton from, Bath had been procured, it 
was pretty eaſy to guels ; and others of the ſame convenient 
tendency would doubtleſs be brought forward; but he had 
no doubt in his own mind, that the ſpirit of Engliſhmen was 
ſtill ſo much alive, that petitions of a very different nature 
and tendency indeed would be ſent up, and their Lordſhips 
Would find themſelves addreſſed in another fort of language. 
The noble Seeretary of State had been pleaſed to mention the 
high tone he had held on a former night; his tones were 
generally much the fame, as his manner of ſpeaking was ge- 
nerally pretty warm and earneſt; he could, however, aſſure 
the noble Lord, that he had heard nothing that would incline 
him to diminiſh in tone, particularly experiencing the benefit 
derived from what he had ſaid already upon the ſubject It 
had induced the noble Lord to give up one ſtrong point, a 
conceſſion for which he was extremely thankful, but that 
being the caſe, he was inclined to raiſe his tone ſtill higher, 
if he thought he could poſſibly obtain further conceſ- 
ſions, or make the Bill yet more palatable by any exer- 
tions of his. With regard to his mode of marking the noble 
Lord's ſpeaking, he bqheved it was no ways uncommon, 
and having liſtened attentively to what the noble Lord faid 
when he gave up the point of malicious and advised ſpeaking, 
he could not loſe that opportunity of offering him his grati- 
tude for the encouragement he gave him, that by perſiſting 
in oppoſition to this Bill, more good conſequences might 
enſue, and that it would be an injury to the public were he to 
ſtop at that ſtage of the buſineſs. It was net for the noble 
Lord's arguments, but his conceſſions, that he thanked him. 
The Bll}, as the noble Secretary of State had ſaid, was not an 
exact copy of any former law, for chere were expreſſions in it 
to which no preciſe meaning could be affixed; in fact it was an 
entire new law, not leſs favourable to the ſubject than that which 
paſſed in the reign of Richard II. and when they reflected on 
the events that followed, God forbid, he ſaid, that the noble 
Lord had any thing prophetic in view by the n 
„ EE : ut 
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but the records of our hiſtory proved, that the increaſing the 
number of ſevere penal ſtatutes, eſpeeially the ſtatutes of 
treaſon, tended more to provoke inſurrection and endanger 
the ſafety and exiſtence of monarehical government, than to 


protect the latter and preſerve the publick tranquillity. His | 1 
18 Londihip repeated what he had ſaid on the former night, 1448: 
that the exception in favour of Members in Parliament, - i tf 

proved that the reſtrictions vere-meant to prevent all others 1 5 
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from meeting for any public purpoſe, and that conſequently 
it would take from the ſubjects the right to aſſemble to ſettle 
a Petition to Parliament to amend or repeal a law, which they 
felt or conſidered to be a grievance. The right of granting 
money in the other Houſe of Parliament, reminded the noble 
Lord of the precedent mentioned of the 13th Charles II. In 
the very ſame ſeſſions it was aſked by the Crown, and the 
Commons granted three years pay to the army, to be levied by 
his Majeſty's Lords Lieutenants of counties. He aſked whe- 
ther that was an inſtance of the good times of that reign? Per- 
haps if miniſters were not checked in their career, they 
ſhould have ſome ſuch propoſition made by the preſent Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. As yet, with all his popula- 
rity, he believed the noble Lord's colleague in the other 
Houſe would not venture to bring | ſuch a propofition 
forward. If they talked of precedents from better times, 
why had the noble Lord choſen te paſs over the firſt years of 
the reign of King William? Had there then been no danger 
to the perſon of the Sovereign, and the ſafety and ſecurity 
of the government? The acts paſſed in that reign would have 
been as good models to copy from as thoſe in the refgn' of 
Charles the Second. He recurred to the ſtatute of Edward 
III. which at preſent was reckoned the beſt definition of the 
treaſon laws, and which he concluded was very different from pt 
the prefent Bill. When this Bill was introduced without 1 
any fort of evidence for its neceſſity on a former night, ſume 3 
noble Lord had imagined it came from ſome ſiniſter views 
into the Houſe; he was one who thought ſo, and was ſince 
confirmed in that opinion. He compared the preamble of 
the Bill with its contents, and denied that there was any 
thing in it applicable to any circumſtances that were known 
do exiſt, or called for on account of the meeting that had been 
alluded to. That part of the Bill concerning miſdemeanours, 
{truck him as infinitely more dangerous than the ether, for 
where treaſon was the crime, and a man's life was at ſtake, 
both judges and juries acted with more heſitation, and of 
courſe the ſubject was better guarded and more ſaſe, than 
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| when merely property or the perfonal- liberty of the ſubje& | 
were at ſtake. The words of the ſecond enacting clauſe, he 
cConſidered as a libel on the times in conſequence of words 


being put in that were never before uſed ; for inſtance, the 
word con/titution—who could define the conſtitution in an 


act of parliament? Law and government could be defined, 
but he had good authority, from a pamphlet which he imagined 
was well known to miniſters, to ſay that the word conſtitution 
could not. His Lordſhip read a paragraph from the pamphlet 
to which he alluded. From the wordipg of this clauſe, he muſt 
infiſt, that it created new crimes by new phraſes. The word 
people came under the ſame uncertainty as conſtitution, and 


was not, he ſaid, to be found in other acts. He ſtill, however, 


_ conceived the reſervation in favour of members of parliament. 
to be the moſt dangerous innovation of the laws, and when 


laws were eicher ſtrained to a degree of oppreflion, or new 


laws made totally ſubverſive of the liberty of the ſubjeR, it 
muſt be expected, and would follow, that the people would 
reſort to force. He was ſupported by great and known au- 
thorities in ſaying, that times and circumſtances might be 


ſuch as not only to juſtify, but to make reſiſtance become a 


duty, and, in certain inſtances, he ſhould feel himſelf compelled 


by a ſenſe of duty to reſiſt an act of parliament, founded in 


tyranny and oppreſſion, if prudence did not reſtrain him. He 


was much againſt parliament giving great latitude to judges 
by any new powers. I here never had been, he ſaid, an in- 


ſtance of either judges, or the legiſlature, ſtretching their proper 


functions, but it had been followed quickly by conſequences of 


the moſt fatal tendency. He mentioned the cale of the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, in 1640, when it was held that an at- 


tack on a privy counſellor was levying war againſt the king.— 


With regard to peers, in all former Bills of this fort, there 
had been a clauſe ſtating that they ſhould be tried at the bar, 


but in this Bill it was omitted, and upon conſideration, that 


omiſſion would become hard upon the order to which he bad 


the honour to belong, who, it any of them ſhould have the 


-misfortune to be tried for a miſdemeanour after this Bill, 
would be in a ſituation very different from that of an Englith _ 


peer, as, by the law of Scotland, fourteen years tranſportation 


might be paſſed on him or any other perſon convicted of the 


miſdemeanour of ſedition, whereas the Bill limited the puniſh- 


ment, even upon the ſecond conyiction, in this part of the 


kingdom, to ſeven years tranſportation at the utmoſt, 


Lord Lauderdale concluded a very pointed and able ſpeech | 
with obſerving, that if the preſent Bill was only one 25 2 
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| ſeries of meaſures of the ſame tendency ; poſſibly a worſe 


was yet to be introduced; it was therefore truly alarm- 


ing. He deplored the ſituation of Engliſhmen under ſuch a 
Bill, and thought a little ſedition ſo far from drawing down 
ſuch heavy d-nunciations, | ſhould but be conſidered as the 
natural effects of mens minds, and the only conſolation that 
a ſtarving people could have, who are deſtitute of, where- 
withal to engage and amuſe their intellects, to feed their bodies, 
and without a hope left behind. War was the cauſe of all 
their calamities. Miniſters had difgraced the Engliſh cha- 


rater through every quarter of the globe. Nothing but a 
long (cries of defeats, diſgraces, loſſes, and perplexities are to 


be ſeen, without a ſingle action that could reſcue the glory and 
honour of the nation from ſcorn and deriſion. The military 


character abroad was diſgraced through this miſmanagement of 


miniſters: The effects of war are loſſes abroad and famine at 
home. Let miniſters, if they ſeriouſly intend to reform theſe 


abuſes, repreſs their own pride, and not by their falſchoods 
libel the people of England. It is to the ſpirit of the people 


we owe our liberties, which if it had not roſe in proportion 


as the prerogative was ſtrained, we ſhould have loſt long ago. 


Sorry was he to ſee their calamities and diſtreſſes increaſe, and 

much more ſo when he ſaw no likelihood of their being at an end. 
With regard to any improper motive that might be aſcribed 
to him for his oppoſition; their Lordſhips might be aſſured it 


was not the deſire of a place, becauſe. conſidering the ſituation 
of public affairs, the calamities of the country, and the me- 
| lancholy proſpects before them, all proving the miſmanagement. 


of miniſters, he muſt be a madman indeed, who would wiſh 


to come into office at this time, and ſhare in the heavy reſponſt- 
bility of his Majeſty's preſent ſervants. He concluded ulti- 


mately with declaring that he ſhould vote againſt the Bill. 


The Lord Preſident (the Earl of Mansfield) began his 
ſpeech with promiſing their Lordſhips, that they ſhould hear 
neither declamation nor invective from him, in both of which 
the noble Earl, who had juſt ſat down, was fo prone to in- 
dulge himſelf; but, differing from the noble Lord upon ſo 
many topicks as he did, he muſt leave it to the, faſcinating , 
eloquence of the noble Earl, to amuſe their Lordſhips with | 


a diſplay: of argument ſo extraordinary, that he, with great 


humility, felt himſelf bound to confeſs, it was beyond his | 


graſp; and the manner in which much of the reaſoning of 
the noble Earl bore upon the Bill in queſtion, he fairly owned, 
be was at a loſs to comprehend. He meant to confine him» 
ſelf as cloſe as poſſible to the point under conſideration, in 
order to prevent him from tiring their Lordſhip's patience : 
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but, before he went into the ſubject, he had thought it neceſ- 
fary to premiſe what he had juſt ſaid. The noble Earl had 
announced his ſpeech by declaring, that he had many ob- 


jections to ſtate, and much argument to offer, to ſatisfy their 


Lordſhips that the Bill ought not to paſs. He had liſ- 
tened to the objects of the noble Earl with. all the attention 
he was maſter of, and had heard little of ſubſtantial objec- 
tion, little like rational argument againſt it. That it was a 
meaſure of great magnitude and importance, and ſeriouſly 
called upon their Lordſhips (who were equally bound to pro- 
tect the perſon of their ſovereign, to guard the ſafety and 
| ſecurity of the government, and to take care there ſhould be 
no encroachments on the liberties of the people) were matters 
that no man could venture to deny. In one particular, he 
perfectly agreed with the noble Earl, viz. that it was unwiſe 
to place ſo much confidence in the integrity of Miniſters, as 
to truſt them with extraordinary. and unprecedented powers, 
and thence inveſt them with an authority which they might 
eaſily abuſe. Such a degree of power he would not willingly 
repoſe in the hands of any man; nay, he ſhould even heſitate 
to truſt the exerciſe of it to the moderation of the noble Earl. 
The ſole queſtion for their Lordſhip's conſideration was, 
whether there was occaſion for any meaſure for the better 
protection of the perfon of the Sovereign, and the better ſecu- 
rity of the government ; and how far the preſent Bill was 
adapted to that occaſion. The abominable and daring at- 
| tack recently made on his Majeſty, in his paſſage to Parlia- 
ment, was an outrage too notorious to be doubted for a 
moment, it had been proved by evidence adduced at their 
Lordfſhip's bar, and by the common conſent of all men, that a 
ſtone had been thrown at his Majeſty while in his carriage; 
and if his Majeſty could not meet his Parliament in fafety, 
how. was the conſtitution and government of the country to 


de preſerved? Excluſive of this indication of the dangerous 
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ſpirit of diſloyalty and diſtruſt, which certain deſcriptions of 
individuals attempted to raiſe, and but too ſucceſsfully, in the 
minds of the uninformed and inconſiderate, the temper of the 
times loudly called for the utmoſt precaution on the part of 
the legiſlature, to guard againſt the introduction of that de- 
teſtable ſcene of anarchy, bloodſhed and violence, preſented in 
a neighbouring country, that had provoked fo much abhor- 
rence from every man of feeling and humanity in every coun- 
try on the face of the globe, where its progreſs had been 
heard of, and had overwhelmed the unfortunate inhabitants of 
France, in the moſt deplorable and unparalleled _ of ca- 
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lamities. The neceſſity and preſſure of the occaſion were 


therefore too evident to admit of diſpute, and the ſole queſ- 


tion that remained was, the conſideration of the nature, ex- 


tent, and effect, of the propoſed Bill. 
In proportion to the exiſting circumſtances of the times, 
it had been the practice of the ableſt and the wiſeſt ſtateſmen 
that ever bore a ſhare in the government of this country, to 
vary and adopt the criminal laws, and eſpecially the laws of 
treaſon, to thoſe circumſtances. Looking back for a cen- 
tury paſt to our hiſtory, noble Lords would find, that ſuch had 
been the invariable practice, and a moſt prudent practice it un- 


doubtedly was. In conformity to that practice the preſent Bill 
had been framed. It was not, as the noble Earl, and thoſe 
Lords who thought and actedwith him, an extenſion of the trea- 


ſon laws, or a bill creating new treaſons, but a cloſe copy of 
the ſtatute of Elizabeth, and the act of the 1 3th of Charles 
the Second, with ſuch variations only as the exiſting eir- 


cumſtances of the times abſolutely called for. Could their 
Lordſhips forget the proviſions of the act paſſed in the reign 


of William the third and Queen Anne for the ſecurity of the 


_ dents that had been reſorted to, in framing the preſent Bill 


was drawn, had furniſhed much ſcope for declamation and 


invective; but the preſent Bill was in itfalf ſo wiſe and ſalu- 


| tary a meaſure, and fo abſolutely neceflary, that it needed 


not to be defended by former example. The arguments, and 
the ſort of oratory reſorted to on that point, had, nevertheleſs, 
not a little ſurpriſed him, Reprobated as the firſt years of the 
reign of Charles the Second had bee, he would venture to 
pronounce them good times. Let their Lordſhips recollect 


who was the miniſter at the æra alluded to? It was the Earl 


of Clarendon, a man of as much ability, as perfect knowledge 


of the conſtitution, and as great a love for it as any miniſter 


had ever evinced. Lord Clarendon brought in the Bill, 


that was paſſed into a law, in the 13th of Charles the Second, 
from which the preſent Bill was copied; and the legiſlature 


of that day adopted it, as a wiſe, a neceſſary, and a ſafe mea- 
ſure. Lord Clarendon could not be charged with a wiſh to 


infringe the conſtitution, and break in upon the liberties of 


Engliſhmen; his whole political life was a proof of the con- 
trary, and exhibited a model wry the. imitation. of every 
miniſter ; ſo much ſo, that his lordſhip ſaid, he believed tue 
Earl of Clarendon's zeal and attachment to the conſtitution 
were the means of his fall. It was not his intention, he 


declared to attempt to follow the noble Earl through the 


Vox. I. wide 
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Proteſtant ſucceſhon ? The periods from which the prece- 
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been obtained; ſucceſſes which in point of perſonal ſkill, 


national honour and importance, had not been ſurpaſſed in 


him. | 5 
With — to the ground of the firſt clauſe of the Bill, 


the neceſſity of an adequate means 


for by her ſituation, and it it was to be obſerved, that its 


in the reign of Queen Anne. Upon which act, a printer, of 
the name of Matthews, had been tried, convicted and exe- 
cuted, for printing a pamphlet, entitled Vo populi vox dei. 
In the commencement of the reign of Charles II. they all 


were at that time alſo a deſcription of men, called Fifth Mo- 
narchy men, who unlike the Republicans of the preſent day; 
did not wiſh to have any King, but were deſirous of hav- 
ing a King of a particular defcription, thoſe therefore, as well 
as the circumftance above-mentioned, rendered extraordinary 
precautions for the ſafety of the perſon of the Sovereign 
_ neceſſary, and ſurely the late outrage to his Majeſty, called 
for as much precaution, as in either caſe had been evinced 
J... EE NID ln 


wide field of extraneous matter into which he had deviated, 
but it was he avowed, a matter of extreme ſurprize to him, 
to hear the noble Earl fo roundly aſſert, that the war had been 


one continued ſeries of diſaſter and diſgrace, Had the noble 


Earl turned his eyes for a ſingle moment where he looked 
then, (at Earl Howe) he muſt have recollected that his aſſer- 


tion was raſh and unfounded altogether: He muſt have felt 


himſelf compelled to acknowledge that glorious ſucceſs had 
bravery and conduct in the commander, as well as in reſpect of 


any period of our hiſtory. Captivating as this theme was to 
him, and dear as it muſt be to every Engliſhman his lordſhip 
faid; he would purſue it no further. The bare mention of it 
was ſufficient to raiſe a proud and grateful feeling, and leave 
a laſting impreſfion on the mind of every man who heard 


the outrage on the perſon of his Majeſty he believed there 
was but one ſentiment ; it was deeply lamented by all, and 

i | ff protection and ſecurity 
in future almoſt univerfally admitted, becaufe if the King 
could not meet his Parliament in ſafety, the Conſtitution 
was in eminent danger. The noble Earl had argued, that the 
Jaw of treaſons was ſufficiently adapted to every poſſible caſe 
that might occur; it was ſtrange indeed, that ſuch a poſition 
ſhould be advanced, and with great pertinacity inſiſted on, when 
experience had repeatedly ſhewn, that the ſtatute of Edward Ill. 
might eaſily be evaded. "The ſtatute of Queen Elizabeth, it 
54 been mentioned by the noble Duke, was called 


proviſions were copied into the ſubſequent ſtatute that paſſed 


knew, much of the leaven of republicaniſm remained. There 


$ 
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In ſpeaking of the ſecond clauſe, his Lordſhip obſerved, 
that much of the noble Earls ſpeech, had gone to prove, that 
the late deteſtable and attrocious attempt on the Sovereign, 
had no connection whatever with certain ſpeeches, writings, 
and doctrines, advanced and diſtributed at certain well known 
popular aſſemblies, but the experience of all ages, proved the 
contagion ariſing from ſuch meetings, and the dangerous ef- 
fects that had reſulted from them.s How pure ſoever the 
intentions of thoſe, who took the lead at ſuch aſſemblies, 
might be, it was impoſſible to prevent the dangerous conſe- 
quences that would follow. Although men of ſenſe deſpiſed 
the groſs and ſeditious doctrines, and libels boldly maintained 
and induſtriouſly circulated, thoſe who conceived that their 
extreme folly and abſurdity would be a ſufficient cure to the 


evil, and that they ought to be treated only. with a ſilent 
_ contempt, fell into a fatal miſtake. When the cup was pre- 


ſented to the mixed and unthinking multitude, it was eaſy to 
conceal the poiſon it contained, and it was too late to apply 
an antidote, when the venom had reached the vitals, He 
therefore could not agree that ſeven years tranſportation, and 
that, not till after conviction of the ſecond offence, was too 
ſevere a puniſhment for ſedition; a crime of the moſt dan- 
gerous tendency. The moſt enormous crimes had been found 
to originate in the deluſions, which the publication of inſi- 


dious opinions, founded upon falſe political principles had held 
forth; when thoſe villains, Ravaillac and Chatelet, aſſaſſinated 


Henry the IV th of France, they ſeverally confeſſed, that they 
had been prompted to the horrid deed by the doctrines they 
had heard; and the opinions they had imbibed in conſequence. 


They had been told that the King was a tyrant, and that it 


Was an act of the higheſt moral excellence to deſtroy a tyrant. 
This was ſufficient to ſhew from ancient hiſtory, how dan- 
gerous it was to expoſe men of warm and enthufiaſtic minds, 
but weak underſtandings, to be worked upon by the inflam- 
matory and artful diſcourſes of orators, whoſe object was to in- 
troduce confuſion, if not to ſubvert the Conſtitution. Could 


any man imagine, that France, a country, where the manners 


of men were ſuppoſed to have received the higheſt poliſh of 
refinement, where learning and arts, had nearly attained the 
utmoſt pitch of improvement; could any man ſuppoſe that in 
ſuch a country, ſuch a change could have happened, as had 


taken place within theſe few years, and that they could have 


at once plunged from the moſt elevated point of civilization 


And urbanity, into a ſtate * the moſt ſavage ferocity, and - 
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the groſſeſt barbariſm, happily unparallelled in modern times, 
and almoſt uneaqualed in ancient hiftory. 9 PEDE BE 


To what was this unfortunate and aſtoniſhing change to be 


attributed, but to the unreſtrained circulation of writings, 
the object of which was to turn into ridicule and derifion every 


thing ſerious, every thing held ſacred ; to deſtroy bonds by 
which men in civil ſociety were held together. "This had led 
to irreligion and made atheiſm faſhionable, which had at 


length overthrown all humanity, all order, all morality. To. 
this cauſe, and to this alone, were the 1:.ifchiefs that had en- 

' ſued, all the bloodſhed that had deluged France to be aſcribed. 
From this corrupted ſource flowed all the waters of bitterneſs, 
which had ſpread deſolation and ruin, wherever they flowed. 
It had been faid again and again in that Houſe, that jacobin 


principles wore a bugbear which miniſters found it con- 


venient to hold out to their Lordſhips. Be that as it might, 


if it were cenſurable to be an alarmiſt, he would arrogate to 


| himſelf the pride of having merited this cenſure in the higheſt 


degree. He owned he dreaded the diffuſion of French prin- 


Ciples in this country, much more than the devaſtation of the 


moſt cruel peſtilence. Becauſe the experience of all the evils 


and calamities that had made France a ſcene of diſtreſs and 


ruin were to be attributed to their pernicious influence. 


— fonte derivatur clades, 


Among other objections to the ſecond clauſe, the noble 
Lord had found fault with the word “ Conſtitution, and 


ſaid, that no man could define its meaning. He was of a 


very difterent opinion 3 who was there that knew any thing of 


the conſtituent parts and general whole of the government 
of Great Britain, who did not perfectly comprehend! what 


was meant to be expreſſed and imported when the conſtitution 


of the country was mentioned? He thought the word as in- 
troduced in the Bill was highly proper and parliamentary. The 


Bill had been ſaid to be a libel on the loyalty of the people of 
eb He had too good an opinion of every noble lord 


preſent to ſuſpect or believe that there was any wiſh or in- 
tention to excite a dangerous fervour and jealouſy in the 


minds of the people; but he was ſarry to ſay, that the light, in 
which the noble Earl had thought proper to repreſent the 


operation of the clauſe, might have a miſchievous tendency. 
No man could entertain a higher opinion than he did of the 
good ſenſe and loyalty of Engliſhmen ; he well knew they 


had long been accuſtomed to hold the conſtitution. of their 
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country in the utmoſt veneration, and to prize the bleflings 
it produced as ineſtimable; he hoped this ſentiment had not 
been weakened by the compariſons they had lately been 
enabled to make; but that there were ſome perſons in the 
country whoſe aim and object were to undermine the con- 
ſtitution, and ſubvert the government, he conceived, no man 
who had witneſſed the events; that had occurred, only in the 
laſt three years, could doubt for a ſingle moment. Their 
Lordſhips would reeolle& that they had upon their table 
abundant documents to prove what had been the conduct of 
certain ſocieties openly and avowedly held. It could not be 
forgotten that they had ſent an addreſs to the French Con- 
vention, full of congratulations on the ſucceſs of their pro- 
ceedings; nor could it have eſcaped their Lordſhips recol- 
lection, what the anſwer. was that the Preſident made. It was, 
that he hoped ſoon to have it in their power to ſend an ad- 
dreſs to the National Convention of Great Britain. By the 
_ timely care and exertion of the legiſlature theſe ſocieties had 
been checked; they were now again riſing into notice, and 
if not reſiſted might produce moſt ſerious conſequences. 
Let not their Lordſhips therefore be lulled into a falſe ſecurity 
by the faſcinating charms of the ſyren eloquence of the 
noble Earl, but confider the nature of the caſe as it really 
ſtood, and decide for themſelves, They would not, he was 
perſuaded, be wanting in their endeavours to maintain the 
conſtitution entire, and cordially unite in providing proper 
means for protecting the perſon of their monarch. Were 
they to fail in either reſpect, they would be reſponſible for 
conſequences, and would by their inattention hazard the 
deſtruction of both. He need not mention the perſonal inte- 
reſt that they all had in the ſafety of their Sovereign, a Sove- 
reign, whoſe many virtues his ſituation gave him a daily 
opportunity of witneſſing; and the fortitude of whoſe mind 
in enabling him to bear the many cauſes of anxiety and pain, 
from which even perſons of his exalted rank were not exempt, 
with calm reſignation, but perfect firmneſs, could not be 
ſuſſiciently adm ire. ,,, ph OLE 
The noble Earl, his Lordſhip remarked, among other 
topicks of paſt debate had alluded to the decifion of the 
Court of Juſticiary in a diſtant part of the kingdom, in a caſe 
of what was there termed ſeditio regni; he did not mean to 
diſcuſs the point again, but when that ſubje& was under 
debate, he had- fully declared his opinion that the judges of 
Scotland had governed themſelves by, what was there, the law 
of the land, and had done no more than exerciſe a 3 
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28  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, lens. 
which the law called upon them to exerciſe. In that opinion 
every lawyer and every man who knew any thing of the law 
of the country concurred, with the exception of the noble 

Earl, who had he purſued the practice of a profeſſion to which 
early in life he had paid attention, would doubtlefs have proved 
one of its brighteſt ornaments. With regard to the effect of 
the clauſe on Scotch Peers, he faw no neceſſity for alteration. 
It left the Peers of Scotland and every man of that country 

preciſely where it found them, and did not deprive them of 


any of their privileges. TEEN Ri... 
His Lordſhip glanced at one or two other matters, and at 
Jength concluded a moſt maſterly ſpeech with declaring that 
the Bill would have his moſt hearty ſupport © 
The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to explain. It had he ſaid 
been far from his intention to manifeſt any thing like diſ- 
reſpect to the perſonal” merit and behaviour of any of our 
brave officers, who had fo eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves = 
during the war, leaſt of all to the noble Earl preſent, whoſe 
_ gallant conduct, and fingular. ſkill in his profeflion was fo 
eminently diſplayed on the firtt of June, 1794, no man had 
been more ready to acknowledge in the noble Earl's abſence 
than himſelf. He had then ſaid that the merit of the noble 
Ear} was the greater in proportion to the glaring neglect and 
miſconduct of miniſters, who had ſuffered him to meet the 
fleet of France with an inferior force. That circumſtance 
alone was ſufficient to prove at once the incapacity of 
miniſters and their groſs negle& of duty, and to entitle the 
noble Earl to the unceaſing gratitude of his countrymen, _ 
Tord Grenville ſaid, that the manner in which the noble 
Lords, and eſpecially the noble Earl who oppoſed this Bill, 
had conducted the debate, had left him but very little to 
trouble their Lordſhips with. Ihe noble Lord, who had 
oken laſt but one, was much miſtaken, if he ſuppoſed that 
he wiſhed him either to lower his tone, or to alter his argu- 
ments; fo far from it, he ſolemnly declared, that if the noble 
Lord would have condeſcended to have aſked him what argu- 
ments he ſhould uſe, he would have ſuggeſted to him thoſe 
very arguments he had advanced, becauſe he wiſhed to ſhew 
the Houſe—he wiſhed to ſhew the country, what were the 
principles, of thoſe who appoſed the Bill; and who it was, 
that avowedly ſtood forth the advocate and defender of the 
conduct of the London Correſponding Society. Their Lord- 
ſhips had heard the noble Lord ſay, that if this Bill was paſſed 
into a Jaw, not duty, not principle, but prudence alone would 
keep him from reſiſting it with open force. Upon this ex- 
preſſion he would make no comment. The noble Lord had 
| i b N | endeavoured 
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endeavoured to explain away a part of his ſpeech, which he 
conceived to contain very unjuſtifiable reflections upon the 
conduct of every one of our commanders who had diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf by his ſkill and bravery in the courſe of the 


War, by ſaying, that the blame lay wholly with adminiſtration. 


He had adverted to the victory obtained with ſuch honour to 
_ himſelf, and ſuch eminent advantage and glory to his country, 


by a noble Earl (Lord Howe), and had ſtated, that he ſhould 


not have been ſent to meet the enemy with an inferior fleet. 
With reſpe& to the gallantry and profeſhonal ſkill of that 
noble Lord, as it was above all poſſibility of cenſure, ſo it 
was unneceſſary, and would indeed be an inſult in him to ſay 
any thing in vindication of them; he would only remari 
upon that ſubject, that though, as to numbers, the two fleets 
were nearly, if not quite equal, but certainly ſuperior on our 
part in the ſkill of the officers, ſuperior in the bravery and diſ- 
cipline of the ſeamen, and infinitely ſuperior in the condition 
and equipment of the ſhips. A finer and a better fitted fleet 
in all reſpects, never had failed from any port of this country. 
The noble Earl's ſpeech had he ſaid, been chiefly compoſea of 
| looſe declamation and random invective, but amidſt the mals 


of virulent remark and irrelative matter, two or three argu- 


ments were to be met with; that required ſome anſwer. He 
would therefore proceed to ſay ſomething upon thoſe argu- 
ments which the noble Lord had uſed—he ſpoke on the out- 
ſide when he ſaid two or three, for the greater part of his ſpeech 
was too vague to admit of reply, or too violent to deſerve a 
temporate anſwer, particularly the noble Earl's declaration that 
he ſpoke from a ſenſe of duty, when he ſaid acts of Parliament 
and the law of the land ought to be reliſted, and that nothing 
but prudence reftrained ſuch reſiſtance, language which if it 
had been ſpoken in another place, would have ſubjected the 
noble Lord to the ſevereſt penalty of the law.: 

The Earle, Lauderdale roſe to ſpeak to order. He charged 


the noble Secretary of State with having, contrary to every 


 .ulage of Parliament, endeavoured firſt to miſrepreſent an argu- 
ment perfectly in order, and thence to hold out an inſinuation 
to the publick, which he could not ſubmit to. He had not 
recommended reſiſting acts of Parliament or exiſting laws of 
the land, but his words had been, that there were laws that a 
ſenſe of duty would prompt him to reſiſt did not prudence 


| reſtrain him, and when he ſaid ſo, he had guarded himſelf 
againſt miſconception on account of the conſequences that an 


_ unqualified aſſertion that reſiſtance to the laws was juſtifiable, 
might have produced. When he had firſt heard the noble 
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words themſelves, he had ſuffered him to proceed, meaning 


to rife to explain when the noble Lord concluded; but per- 


ceiving him inclined to comment further on his miſrepreſen- 
tation, he. had thought it abſolutely neceſſary to call him to 
order, that he might once more put him in poſſeſſion of the 


words, ſuch as they actually were. 


Lord Grenville ſaid, the noble Lord's explanation had left 
the caſe juſt as it ſtood ; and he would {till aſſert, that if the 
fame words had been uſed out of doors, the perſon uſing them 


would be ſubjeCt to the ſevereſt penalty of the law. 

undeniable privilege of every member of Parliament to uſe 
any argument he thought molt likely to prevail againſt a Bill 
under diſcuſſion, and before it paſſed into a law, and that it was 
held to be perfectly juſtifiable to ſtate the probable conſequences 
of any meaſure, and that to any extent in order to perſuade either 
Houſe of which he ſhould chance to be a member, not to adopt 


it, and with a view to urge its inexpediency. With reſpect to 
the doctrine of reſiſtance, it was ſtated by abſtract writers, that 
there was a point of oppreſſion and tyranny, at which oppotition | 


became a moral duty, becauſe oppoſition to tyranny mult be 
morally right. What that point was, it was difficult to ſay, but 


| It muſt be an extreme one and ſuch as bore no reſemblance to 
the preſent times. He conceived it however to be extremely 


idle and improper to enter into diſcuſſions upon ſuch abſtrat 


queſtions, when there was nothing in the caſe that called for 
them, and even to hint that reſiſtance to the laws could be 
juſtifiable; as often as he heard ſuch a mode of argument re- 


ſorted to, he had been ſorry, for it might do miſchief and 


could anſwer no good purpoſe; it lay however in the diſcretion 


of every member to adopt it or not as he thought proper, 
Tord Grenville ſaid, the correction of the noble and learned 


Lord would have been very proper, if he had not himſe!f 
ſubſtantially ſtated the ſame Joctrine, But as the ſubject 
ſeemed unpleaſant to the Houſe, he would not prels it farther, 
only begging their Lordſhips to retain in their memory the 
ſentiments and language they had heard. Here there was 


an almoſt univerſal cry of hear hear /] 


Lord Grenville having repeated his expreflion, [which he 


conſtantly does, when there is a cry of hear] hear /]J _ 
The noble Lord had aſked, upon what evidence this mea- 


ſure was founded? Upon what evidence! Had not their 
Lordſhips abundance of evidence before them of the inten- 
tions of a large body of men to take every ſtep in their 
power ? and had they not evidence of the late attempts upon 


his Majeſty's Royal Perſon ? But the noble Lord ſeemed 


ſore 


Tord Thurlow ſaid, he had always underſtood it to be the | 


. — my AF Og "1 PPS 


Nov, b) WOOD FALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. #6r 
ſore about the London Correſponding Society, although it had 
never been mentioned, It was argued, that there was no 

proof that the late attempt upon his Majeſty was in concert 


with, or directed by, any members of that ſociety ; if he 


could prove that it was by their deſire or concurrence, he 
would not have recourſe to a legiſlative proviſion, he would 


| have adviſed meaſures of a different- nature, and reſorted 


immediately to courts of juſtice for ſuch remedy as the law 
had provided. With regard to the pamphlet which the noble 
earl had quoted, there the noble earl had the advantage of 
him, for he had never ſeen the pamphlet, nor did he know to 
What publication or author the noble earl had reſerred. 
Another obſervation on this Bill was, that it contained a 


_ Clauſe for preſerving to the members of that houſe the free 


privilege of ſpeech. For himſelf, he wiſhed to ſtate expreſsly, 
that he faw no neceſſity for that proviſion, becauſe he was 
ſure there was not a man of common ſenſe who read the 
Bill, who could for a moment ſuppoſe; that after this Bill 
had paſſed, members of both houſes would not have the fame 
privilege of ſpeaking that they had before; and the only 
reaſon why it was inſerted was, that it ſtood a part of the 
former Bill. The noble Lord had thonght proper to make 
many ſevere obſeryations upon the times in which the prece- 


dent for the Bill was paſſed; if he meant a' general decla- 


mation upon the reigns of the Stuarts, it was unneceſſary to 
attempt a reply; but he would venture to aſſert, that the 


reigns from which the precedents fcr theſe Bil's were taken, 


produced miniſters as able, as upright, and as much attached 
to the conſtitution; as any other period of the hiſtory of this 
country. He would inſtance one, Lord Chancellor Claren- 


don, a man, to whoſe love of the conſtitution it was owing 


that it was now in exiſtence ; a man, to whom {netwith= 


ſtanding ſome frailties to which all mankind are liable) any 
miniſter mult feel himſelf proud to be compared. But it was 


not alone to theſe times het referred for precedents ; let their 
_ Lordſhips look back for centuries paſt, and they would find 


that in almoſt every one of them, with very few exceptions, _ 
indeed, alterations in the laws of treaſon; had been called for 
by the exiſting circumſtances of the times; the reigns of 


King William and Queen Anne afforded authorities for re- 


ſtrictions of this nature, when called for by neceſſity. The 
noble Lords who were ſo violent in their oppoſition to the 
Bill, had aſſerted that it would prevent the people from 


alſembling to complain of grievances and petition Parliament 


for their redreſs ; that aſſertion he utterly denied; the Bill 


You; Y | declared 
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declared nothing to be illegal, but what was ſo before, and 
ſurely no man would ſay, that any meeting was legal which 


was aſſembled or convened for an illegal purpoſe. The noble 


Lord had contended that the Bill was not calculated to protect 


the perſon of the ſovereign, but this aroſe from the noble 


Lord not reading the preamble : it was meant as an additional 
ſafeguard to the King, and therefore an, additional bulwark. 


to the conſtitution. Upon theſe grounds, he truſted that their 


'Lordthips would afſent to a meaſure, ſtrongly called for by 
the occaſion, and which their duty to their Sovereign and 
their country demanded. . SETS 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe once more to explain, and 


charged the noble Secretary of State with having miſrepre- 
fented his argument, for the ſake of conveying to the public 


an idea, that he wiſhed to encourage them to reſiſt the laws; 
whereas he had expreſsly barred himſelf from being ſo under- 


ſtood. With regard to the London ee e Society, it 


was perfectly indifferent to him, whether the noble Lord thought 


proper to conſider him as their advocate and defender or not. 
He knew but little of that ſociety; but what he did know of 
them was not to their diſcredit. Many things he had heard 


imputed to them that night were new to him, and, he beliey- 
ed them to be ſuggeſtions wholly unfounded; but, if he muſt 
couple that ſociety and his Majeſty's cabinet, he would not he- 


ſitate amoment to give the preference to the London Correſ- 


ponding Society. 


The Duke of Morfilt obſerved, that the docttine of reſiſt- 


ance was a principle inherent in the conſtitution, and it was 
to the exerciſe of that principle that the family of Brunſwick 


oed their elevation to the throne. In every limited monar- 


chy the right of reſiſtance muſt neceſſarily exiſt; indeed, the 
very words limited Monarchy proved it. To detine the point 


at which the right ſhould begin to be exerciſed, or even to 


diſcuſs it without ſtrong and urgent occaſion, his Grace ſaid, 


appeared to him to be highly improper. With regard to 
the preſent Bill, the evidence their Lordthips had heard at their 


bar, on the fiſt day of the ſeſſion, certainly proved, beyond 


_ contradiction, that a mort daring outrage had been com- 
mitted upon his Majeſty on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, in his 


paſſage to Parliament; every one of their Lordſhips, there- 


| fore, while they could not but fincerely regret, that io ſcanda- 


Jous and indecent an irreverence to the ſovereign, and diſregard 


and violation of the laws, ſhould have been committed, would 

heartily concur in taking immediate meaſures to mark their 

indignation at what had happened, and effeQually to protect 
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the perſon of his Majeſty from the poffibility of ſuch a cir- 
cumftance again ariſing, becauſe it was of the higheſt import- 
ance, that his Majeſty ſhould not be diſturbed in the diſcharge 
of ſo important a duty as his coming to Parliament, nor indeed 


in the exerciſe of any other of his royal functions. If the 


ſtatute of Edward the Third had not ſufficiently provided 


againſt ſuch an event, becauſe poſſibly it had not been in the 
contemplation of the Legiſlature of thoſe times, that an 


act of ſo attocious a nature was likely to take place, the 
meaſure was neceflary in that reſpect; and fo far, ths Duke 
ſaid, it had his concurrence ; but he could not lay that, from 


any thing he had heard, he was reconciled to the reſt of the 


Bill. When the attack upon his Majeſty was coupled with 
the proceedings of certain ſocieties, he could not fee the chain 
of reaſoning that connected the two together. No proof 
whatever of ſuch connection had been adduced, and there- 
ſore he was not prepared to conſent to the whole of the Bill; 
but if the noble ſecretary of ſtate would give him any proſ- 


pect of its being altered in the committee, fo. as to remove 


his objections, he would not oppoſe the ſecond reading. 
The Earl of Abingdon began a ſpeech, very indiſtinctly 
heard, with mentioning the caſe of his friend Mr. Eſt wick, 
whom he deſcribed as having been extremely ill treated by a 
noble lord who preſided in one of the courts of juſtice, de- 
claring that he meant, at a proper opportunity, when his mind 
was tranquilized, to move, that the perſon to whom he al- 
luded, ſhould be taken into cuſtody of their lordſhip's tip- 
ſtaff, and ſent as priſoner to the tower; and that an addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, praying his Majeſty to remove 
that judge from his office, as wholly unfit to conduct the af- 
fairs of the court in which he preſided. 5 
Marquis Townſend ſaid a word or two upon the irregularity 
of the noble Earl's introducing any matter, fo foreign from 
the ſubje& under the conſideration of their Lordſhips; after 
Wik "3? : 


The Earl of Abingdon went on and confined his argument t 


tte Bill itſelf, to which he objected; as a violation of the conſti= 


tation, and an unneceſſary multiplication of the law of trea- 


ſons. He ſaid, any thing that the crown lawyers choſe to 
bring into court, and charge as a treaſon, might, by the aid 
of logick, be made out to be a treaſon. Thus he could 
prove, that to meet for the purpoſe of obtaining a reform of 
Parliament was treaſonable. He would put it ſvIlogiftically ; 
to reform Parliament was to alter the conſtitution; to alter 
the conſtitution was * ergo to endeavour to ob- 

8 5 Fe e fs tain 
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tain a reform of Parliament was high treaſon. His Lordſhip 


gave a curſory characterofwhigs and tories, aſſerting that there 
were different degrees of each, the moderate and the high or 


violent, and that, in proportion to their degree, they were in- 
clined to pull down, or build up and ſupport, the conſtitution, 


to ſtretch the prerogatives of the crown, or ſupport the liber- 


ties of the ſubject; he gave inſtances from our hiſtory in 
proof of this aflertion, declared himſelf a moderate tory, 


wholly unconnected with party, and, as ſuch, he ſaid, he muſt 


vote againſt the Bill. 5 


The Duke of Lecds aid, he had read the Bill with Aalen 


tion, and it undoubtedly was a Bill of extreme delicacy and 
importance; it could not therefore be too carefully examined 
in the committee it would doubtleſs undergo the neceſſary 
alteration.” The reſpec he felt for the ſacred perſon of his 


Majeſty would induce him to let- it go to a committee, 


where it might be ſo qualified as to adapt it to its object. He 
ovyned he did not fce the diſtinction, which a noble friend of 
his, the noble Duke of (Norfolk) feemed to have in view, 


” 
@ ** 


rity, and affording bis Majeſty effectual protection in the diſ- 


charge of ſo important a duty as his going to meet his Parli- 


ament, or in the exerciſe of any other of his royal functions. It 
ap;e.red!io him, his Grace ſaid, impoſſible to divide the private 
perion of the King from the publick capacity of his Majeſty. ' 
The ſovereign being an integral part of the conſtitution, it 
was undoubtedly their duty to provide for his protection, in 
2! ſituations and in all circumſtances ; as much when he took 


an airing in his private coach, or on horſeback at Windlor, 


as when be was in the immediate exerciſe of the royal autho- 


rity, in his way to Parliament in his ſtatec-rriage ; hewas equally 


their ſovereign, be he where he pleaſed, and could not be viewed 
at any time in any other light. When the Bill was ina committee, 
he ſhould propoſe to omit the word Government, in the ſecond 
clauſe, where it ſtood & the eſtabliſhed Government and Conſti- 


tution,” as he thought it would be more clear and intelligi- 


ble without it. The clauſe alſo relative to Members of Par- 


lament, he thought had better be omitted. It ſtruck him 


as conveying an inſult to both Houſes ; but. both theſe 


points might be adjuſted in the committee, where he hoped 


the Bill would be examined and arranged, with all due 
liberation and attention, and that their lordſhips would 


not, for a ſingle moment, loſe ſight of the important object 


hefore them, but hold conſtantly in mind, that it was their 
duty to provide an effectual protection for the perſonal ey 


LLonds, 


waen he urged the neceflity of ſupporting the royal autho- 


I 
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of their Sovereign, without violating tae rights and privileges 
of the people. 55 | 3.8 
Marquis Townſend ſaid, he ſaw nothing in the Bill to pre- = 
vent county meetings aſſembling for the purpoſe of deliberat- _ 
ing upon publick meaſures, and expreſſing their opinions 
freely, If the Bill had contained any clauſe or words amount- 
ing to a reſtriction on ſuch meetings, he would have been 
againſt it; but, ſtanding as it did, he ſhould ge it his ſup- 
ort. e | | e | 
The Duke of Bedford roſe again, not, he ſaid, to intrude a 
ſecond time on their Lordthips, but to obſerve that no ſa- 
tisfactory anſwers had been given to the ſtrong arguments 
that had been urged againſt the Bill; but, on the contrary, 
ſpecial care had been taken to miſapprehend what had fallen 
irom him and others, and to reaſon from miſrepreſentation. 
He had ſtated diſtinctly, that if any additional ſecurity could 
be given to his Majeſty's perſon beyond what the exiſting laws 
conferred, the meaſure ſhould have his moſt hearty ſupport 
and approbation. The Bill, in his opinion, did not give his 
Majeſty any additional ſecurity, while it affected tne moſt 
valuable rights of Engliſhmen, and, therefore, he again de- 
clared, that he ſhould think it his duty to giye the Bil the 
molt decided oppoſition in every legal way that it could be 
oppoſed, and that in every ſtage both in that Houſe and out 
of it; if the Bill paſted into a law, he muſt fay, it amounted 
_ to ſuch an infringement of the conſtitution as no man could 
contemplate without horro. | 7 
The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided ; 
| Contents 50 Proxies 23 
0 V 
The Bill was ordered to be committed to-morrow, 
i MJNQRITY WERE. © ©. 
The Duke of Bedford, |} The Ea'l of Derby, 


'The Earl of Lauderdale, + The Earl of Beſborough, 

"The Earl of Abingdon,' -  f Lord Viſcount St, John. 

Lord Viſcount Chedworth, [ Proxy—Earl of Guildford. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. # 


TY TuzsDay, November 10. | W 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee of 
Supply on the annual duties of Land and Malt, which was 


agreed 


266. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. Loon. 
agreed to, and a Bill ordered to be brought in upon tho 


_ fame. 


The Houſe then mined. itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe to conſider an act for the importation of certain 
forts of filk captured from the enemy by neutral veſſels, when, - 


after a ſhort converſation between Mr. Rofe, General Smith, 
and Sir John. Sinclair, it was ordered to be reported, and Mr. 
Roſe ſoon ziter brought in the Bill, which was read a firſt 
and ſecond time, and will be read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. Roſe brought up the accompts of the Cuſtoms and 


Exciſe, and the ona . on * Fublio c _ 
were ordered to be . 


VOTE OF THAN KS To ADMIRAL CORNWALLIS. 
Mr. D#das roſe to move the thanks of the 3 to Ad- 


miral Cornwallis. He ſaid, the ordinary practice of the 


Houſe in voting thanks, was not to vote them but upon occa- 
ſion of ſome ſignal and important victory. Finding, however, 
that this rule had been diſpenſed with in the other Houle, in 


the caſe of Admiral Cornwallis, and conceiving that no mem 


ber preſent but would regret that the people at large ſhould 
imagine that the Commons would, in ſuch caſe, fall ſhort of 
acknowledgment, he propoſed to move them to that effect. 


With reſpect to the honourable admiral's conduct, there 


could be but one idea: The fleet oppoſed to him was double 
his number, notwithſtanding which inequality, he not only 


offered the enemy battle, but compelled them to retreat, and 


on the whole of his conduct that day, had evinced a degree of 
_ Judgment ſeldom ſhewn, and bravery not to be ſurpaſſed. He 
therefore moved, that the thanks of the Houſe be given to Vice 


Admiral, Cornwallis, for the ſkill, judgment, and determined 


bravery diſplayed by him, when in preſence of a ſuperior fleet 
of the enemy, on the 16th, 79 and 18th . of 200 
1 

Granted Nem. Con. 

Mr. Dundas then moved the * of the Houſe to 


the captains and other officers, which was granted Men. 


Con. 

He next moved 2 reſolution, that. the Houſe bighly ap- 
proved and acknowledged the conduct of the ſeamen and 
marines, which was alſo granted Nem. Con. 

Mr. Ryder brought up copies of the minutes of evi- 
dence given to the Select Corn Committee of the ſtock of 
17944 + and the produce of the harveſt in 179 55 1 ie 


O oO 2 


a IJ a 


* 


— 
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| the copy of his Majeſty? s order of council on the 29th of 
July, 1795, for the further importation of wheat, barley, rye, 


| and other ſpecies of grain, which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed for the uſe of the members. 


The order of the day was then read, for the Houſe to re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee upon the high price of corn, 
which, upon the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
was put off till Friday net. 

Mr. Huſſey faid, that he had intended to bring forward 4 
motion upon this ſubject, which, as 179 committee was hays off, 


he (houlg defer to F riday. 


i THE KING'S PROCLAMA TIONS. 
The Chancellor of the. Exchequer moved the Order of the 


Day, for taking into conſideration his Nen s Proclama. ' 


tions of Oct. 31, and Nov. 4th, 1795. 

The ſame having been read, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
cheguer roſe, and ſaid, the circumſtances, upon which he 
meant to ground the proceedings of that night had made fo 
deep an impreſſion on the mind of every gentleman in that 
Houſe, as well as on that of every man in the country, that 


it would not be neceſfary for him to make any comments on 


them. The publick had ſeen with becoming indignation, 
that a virtuous and beloved ſovereign had been attacked in 
the moſt criminal and outrageous manner, and at a time too 
when he was in the exerciſe of the greateſt and moſt impor- 
tant function of kingly capacity, when he was going to aſ- 
ſemble the great council of the nation; that great, and indeed 
only reſource againſt every national evil. "The firſt impulſes 
of every man's mind, after an attack ſo immediately directed 
againſt the life of the King of theſe realms, muſt be thoſe of 
horror and deteſtation of the wicked, the diabolical wretches, 
who in contempt of the reſpec? and reverence due to the 
ſacred character of their ſovereign—in contempt of the 
whole legiſlature, by a kind of concentred malice, directed a 
blow at once at its three branches, in attempting to aſſaſſinate 
a mild and benignant monarch, who is the great cement and 
center of our glorious conſtitution. In contemplating this 
calamity, the Houſe would feel that ſome correction muſt be 
given to the laws, at preſent in force againſt ſuch crimes, 
means muſt be found to repreſs the ſpirit which gave birth to 
lo daring an outrage, and to prevent ſuch unprecedented con- 
quences of ſedition, and of ſedition too leading to aſſaſſination 


by the moſt deſpicable, as well as the moſt dangerous of all 
= modes | 
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the perſon of our ſovereign, _ 5 = 
11, under this firſt imprefſion, every man ſhould think him. 
ſelf called upon by the loyalty and allegiance he owed to the 
ſovereign. office, and affection to the perſon of the ſovereign, 
by the reverence due to religion, by ſelf-preſervation ittelf; 
and the happineſs of ſociety at large, to apply a remedy to 


modes of attack, againſt the vital principles of the ſtate, in 


thoſe very alarming ſymptoms, (which, he was ſure, would be 


the caſe} another impreſfion would arife out of it, equally 
forcible, and equally. obvious, namely, that they would do this 
buſineſs but by halves, and act careleſsly and ineffectually, if 
they directed their attention only to that ſeparate act, and not 
to thoſe very miſchievous and formidable circumſtances, which 
were connected with it, in point of principles, and which 
produced it, in point of fact. 8 5 
In endeavouring to lead the attention of the Houſe to the 
remedies, which appeared to him moſt likely to be efficient 
to this purpoſe, he would not advert to legal diſtinclions, but 
to prudential principles. If the Houſe viewed the ſeparate 
act with that eye of horror he conceived they muſt, and it, 
viewing it ſo, they felt the conviction, that a repetition of ſuch 
enormities ſhould be prevented immediately; the next point, 
that would impreſs itfelf upon their minds, as ariſing from 


the two former, was, that they ſhould adopt ſome means 


to prevent th.ſe ſeditious aſſemblies, which ſerved as vehicles 
to faction and diſloyalty, which fanned and kept alive the 
flame of diſaffection, and filled the minds of che people with 
diſcontent. He had the moſt indubitable proof to ſupport 
him in ſaying, that this ſentiment pervaded not only that 
_ Houſe, but all the kingdom; and that in no one inſtance 

Which had ever occurred, were the Commons called upon 
more loudly by the wiſhes and prayers of an anxious commu- 
nity, than they were at this time by the whole people of 
England, to avert the ruin with which thoſe. aſlemblies me- 
nvaced the country, by preventing their further proceedings. 
In full hopes that the Houle felt the force of theſe impret- 
ſians as forcibly as he did, and would agree to ſome 
ſuch meaſure as he had alluded to, bis mation of that day 
would go to that object. It might, perhaps, occur to gentle- 
men, that a law ſhould be previouſly made for the protection 
of his Majeſty's perſon; but he informed them, that the other 
Houſe had nom under its conſideration a Bill to that effect, 
which he hoped would ſoon be laid before them for their con- 
currence. His motion, therefore, was not directed to alter 
or enforce the laws of the King's ſafety, but to prevent thoſe 

| JJ | meetings, 


#- "” ᷣ ꝑ i‚˖ ͤ ͤuh-L.!.⁊· ee. ces. 


ſure of the moment call for ſome remedy?” ? 53 
According to opinions which he had collected, as well as 


J 
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meetings, to which all the miſchiefs he had mentioned was 
_ attributable. 5 | n 25 7 


Thg meetings to which he alluded were, he ſaid, of two 


_ deſcriptions; under the firſt of thoſe deſcriptions, fell thoſe 


meetings, which, under a pretext (to which they by no means 


_ adhered) of petitioning Parliament for rights, of which they 
affected to be deprived, agitated queſtions, and promulgated 
opinions, and inſinuations, hoſtile to the exiſting government, 
and tending to bring it into diſrepute with the people. The 


other deſcription, though leſs numerous, not leſs public, nor 


leſs dangerous, were concerted evidently for the purpoſe of 
diſſeminating unjuſt grounds of jealouſy, diſcontent, and falſe 
complaints againſt the Conſtitution, of 

the people againſt their lawful governors, and of encouraging 

them to acts of even treaſon itfelf. - Both theſe required ſome 


ſtrong law to prevent them; for, if the arm of the Executive 
Government was not ſtrengthened by ſuch a law, they would 
be continued, if not to the utter ruin, certainly to the indeli- 
ble diſgrace, of the country. „„ | 


. — R 


As tothe firſt of thoſe deſcriptions, no one would venture 


to deny the right of the people to expreſs their opinions on 
political men and meaſures, and to diſcuſs and aſſert their 
right of petitioning all the branches of the legiflaturez nor 
was there any man who would be farther from encroaching 


on that right than he. It was undoubtedly a moſt valuable 


privilege, of which nothing ſhould deprive them. But if a 
valuable and rightful privilege was made a pretext for acts de- 
ſtructive to the peace and happineſs of the people, and ſubyer- 
five of the eſtabliſhed government, it was the object of the 
people no leſs than of the throne to prevent the continuance 


of ſuch an abuſe. 85 


This confideration, be confeſſed, occafioned conſiderable 


difficulty, but it did not create an inſuperable dilemma; in 


applying the defired remedy, two things were to be looked 


to—the firſt, to correct the abuſe of a ſacred and invaluable 
privilege ; the ſecond, to preſerve that privilege inviolate: cau- 
tion, was therefore neceſſary, left, on the one hand, they 


ſhould incroach on the rights of the people or, on the other, 
ſuffer the abuſe of thoſe rights to become the inſtrument of 


their total extinction. This was a matter of great delicacy, 


and ſhould be attended to in the detail; but the houſe would 


ſee, that at preſent the real queſtion was, © did not the preſ- 


» 


he had been able, from ethers, and fuch as he had-formed 


n 1795. 8 2 for 


irritating the minds of 
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for himſelf, the great point wanted at this moment, was a 


more clear and defined power in the magiflrate, to diſperſe 


and put an end to all meetings likely to be productive of conſe- 


quences ſuch as were already mentioned. He by no means 


meant this power of diſperſion to extend to Meetings profeſ- 


ſedly and obviouſly lawful,and held for legal and conſtitutional 


purpoſes ; but that, in every caſe of a numerous meeting, of 


whatever nature, or under whatever colour, notice ſhould be 
given, ſoas to enable the magiſtrate to keep a watchful eye 
over their proceedings—to recognize the power of the magiſ- 


trate to be preſent at ſuch meetings, and to enforce penalties 
on thoſe who ſhould obſtrut him in doing ſo ; and, on 


whatever pretext the meeting might be held, if it appeared to 


be of a kind that was likely to promote. ſedition againſt 
Government, to inveſt the magiſtrate with power to appre- 


hend the perſons on the ſpot—to make any obſtruction to the 
magiſtrate, felony—and to make a proviſion, that if arreſting 
ſhould not be found ſufficient to diſperſe the meeting, they 
| ſhould be diſperſed in the ſame manner, and under the fame 
penalties, as thoſe contained in the Riot Act. The Houſe would 
ſee, that this ſummary power in the magiſtrate, while it would 
ſtil] leave to the people the fair right to petition, on the one 
hand, would, on the other, prevent the abuſe of it. This, 


he ſaid, was the outline. All detail he would reſerve for fu- 


ture diſcuſſion. - 


Under the other deſcription of meetings, through which | 


the minds of the people were poiſoned, fell thoſe of public 
lecturers, who made the diſſemination of ſedition the ſource 
of livelihood-—to them he thought it would be proper to apply 
regulations, ſomething like thoſe that paſſed about fourteen 
| years ago, in an act, which, from the learned Gentleman 
who brought it in, was called 1Zansfields act, and by which 
all houſes wherein meetings of an improper kind were held 
on a Sunday, were to be treated as diſorderly houſes. And, to 
avoid evaſion, the clauſe ſhould apply to every houſe wherein 
any people met, exceeding by a certain number to be ſtated 


in the act, the real family of the houſe. * So convinced am 


1 (faid he) that there can be but one feeling, and one opi- 
nion, that fome meaſure of this kind is neceſſary; [here 2 


cry of & hear /” from the oppoſite fide] and fo little am I 


ſhaken in that conviction by the adverſe vociferations of 

hear ! hear that I am ſure I ſhould but ſhew a diſtruſt of 

the cauſe, if I faid any more—I will therefore only move, 
That leave be given to bring in a Bill for the more effec- 


tually preventing ſeditious meetings and afſemblies.” 55 
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As ſoon as the Speaker read the motion, 5 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he truſted it was unneceſſary for him to pre- 


face what he had to ſay, by a declaration which he hoped, for 


every member of that Houſe, was equally unneceſſary; that 


he felt as much horror at the attempt which was made againſt 


his Majeſty as any man in this kingdom; quite as much as any 


man who might move, who might ſecond, or who might op. | 


port the Bill, which it ſeems Was to be offered to the Houle. 


_ Having agreed fo far with the miniſter that night, there he 


muſt take his leave of him. He did not think he ſhould well 
expreſs his feelings, if he declared that his indignatibn at 
what happened, even on that day, was more than equal to 
what he felt from what he had heard that night. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had adverted to a Bill, at that time, in the 


other Houſe, which was ſtated to have for its object the bet- 

ter ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon, and, on which, it was 
probable the Houſe would have ſome communication with 
their Lordſhips. He believed it would be difficult for the 


Right Hon. Gentleman to ſhew the neceflity for that Bill, 
if he meant to ground that neceflity upon the aſſumption tt 
what happened on the firſt day of the ſeſſion was in conſe- 


| quence of what paſſed at meetings to which he had alluded. . 
He difapproved highly of all theſe experiments, which were 


profeſſed to be intended as ſecurities for the enjoyment of all 
the bleſſings of our conſtitution, He knew the conſtitution 
had exiſted for ages ſufficiently guarded by the law as it now 
ſtood, and therefore, if the Right Hon. Gert had not 
opened his plan, which, he declared, ſtruck him with horror ; 
if he had not ſaid a ſingle word upon that deteſtable plan, he 


| ſhould have given his negative to the propoſition in queſtion ; _ | 


becauſe the propoſition itſelf laid it down as an aſſumed fact, 
that the law at preſent is inſufficient to prevent breaches of 


the public peace. It was faid, there was a ſeditious meeting 


held ſomewhere in the neighbourhood of the metropolis a few 
days before the meeting of Parliament; that at ſuch meet- 


ing very alarming proceedings had taken place, ftriking at the | 
very exiſtence of Parliament itſelf. That ſuch proceedings 


took place he did not know; but, this he knew, if ſpeeches 
were made that had ſuch a tendency, the ſpeakers were ame- 
nable to the law. If hand-bills were diftributed that had 
ſuch a tendency, the diſtributors were amenable to the law, 
If any perſon had ſo conducted himſelf as to be the means of 
cauſing the people ſo aſſembled to form a reſolution, having 
ſuch a tendency, he was amenable to the law, and, when 


Proved guilty, Was liable to 3 puniſhment. But this 
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Bill was to proceed upon the flimſy pretext, that all the vio- 
lence and outrage that had been offered to his Majeſty was 
the reſult of this meeting, of which there was not the colour 

of proof. He knew, indeed, that the Right Hon. Gentleman. 


had attempted to connect them he knew too there had been, 


and would be, endeavours to confound the two things. 
It was, he ſaid, ridiculous to talk of theſe things being per- 


fectly notorious; that theſe proceedings were clearly ſeditious; 


they were points upon which that Houſe could not regularly 


proceed, for they were points on which there was no proof. 


Nothing was more clear than that the Houſe of Commons 


_ ought never to proceed upon any meaſure that might treſpaſs 


upon the rights of the public, without evidence that was clear 
and deciſive, even in caſes of extreme neceſſity ; but there 
was no evidence whatever to connect any of the proceedings 
of theſe meetings with the daring infult offered to his Majeſty, 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had faid, ſhould not the Houſe 


_ endeavour to prevent the repetition of ſuch an inſult? Un- 
doubtedly it ſhould. But then it ſhould be upon evidence; 


and here the rights of perſons meeting any where, to conſult 
on public meaſures, was to be affected in conſequence of what 


Happened to his Majeſty on the firſt day of the ſeffion, although 


there was no evidence to prove that the outrage aroſe from 


any proce dings that were had at any public meeting previ- 


ous to that day. Some perſons perhaps might conſider the 


Proclamation itſelf as evidence; he could agree to no ſuch 


rule: he well knew there were thoſe who doubted the truth 
of the foundation of Proclamations ; who believed many of 
them to be the acts of Miniſters for certain purpoſes of their 


| om for the increaſe of power; and he was ſure jt was not 
a 


regular in that Houſe, it was not fair, to take things for 


| Az becauſe they appear in a Proclamation, Theſe were 


rong objections to proceeding upon this ſubje& without bet- 


ter evidence. All this, however, was trifling in compariſon 


with what the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid upon the ſub- 
jet. He had faid, there might be a difficulty to preſerve the 
rights of petitioners, and to prevent abuſes of that right. Difficul-Ꝙ 
ty and delicacy he confeſſed there were; but that did not em- 


barraſs him; for, he ſaid, they might be ſeitied in the detail. Thus 
tue Right Hon. Gentleman talked with eaſe on the rights of 
the ſubjeQ, as if he expected to bring the public to ſubmit to 
the moſt rigid deſpotiſm. In that detail, Mr. Fox ſaid, he 


ſhould never take a ſhare, for he would hever attend the de- 


tail of a meaſure which in its eſſence was fo deteſtable. The 


Right Hon, Gentleman had hinted at two. points, __ 
Pet” | e e 
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regard to the firſt, that of public meetings, for the diſcuſſion 


ol public ſubjects, he muſt not only confeſs them to be law- 
ful, but he muſt allow them alſo to be agreeable to the 
very eſſence of the Britiſh conſtitution, and to which, under 

that conſtitution, moſt of the liberties we enjoy are particu- 


| larly owing. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that 
theſe meetings were not to be prevented, they were only to 
be regulated. Attend (faid Mr. Fox) to the regulation. 
1 thought I knew the rights ef man—aye, and the rights of 


| Engliſhmen, [Here was a prodigious cry of hear ! hear J] 


What! ſaid he, that is a lip, you ſuppoſe. The rights of 


man is a ſentence. without a meaning. Do you fay that 
men have no natural rights? If ſo, Engliſhmens rights can 
have no exiſtence; nay, this houſe would have no exiſtence. 


The rights of man, I fay, are clear; man has natural rights; 


and he who denies it is ignorant of the baſis of a free go- 
vernment; he is ignorant of the beſt principle of ours, for 
| theſe rights are naturally connected with the beſt parts of the 
| hiſtory of our country.” | 2 1 1 


The people, he had always thought, had a right to diſcuſfs 


the topics from which their grievances aroſe by themſelves. 
In all inſtances, they had a right to complain by petition, and 
to remonſtrate to either Houſe of Parliament, or, if they 
pleaſed, to the king excluſively: but now, it ſeems, they are 


not to do ſo, unleſs notice be given to a magiſtrate, that he | 


may become a witneſs of their proceedings. There were to be 


witneſſes of every word that every than ſpoke.” This magiſtate, 


this jealous witneſs, was to form his own opinion on the propri- 
ety of the proceedings; and if he ſhould think that any thing 


that was ſaid had a tendency to ſedition, he had power to ar- 


reſt the man who uttered it. Not only ſo, he had power to 
_ diflalve the meeting at his own will. © Say at once, ſaid 


Mr. Fox, that a free conſtitution is no longer ſuitable to us; 


„ at once, in a manly marmer, that, upon an ample review 
of the ſtate of this world at this moment, a free conſtitution 
is not fit for you; conduct yourſelves at once as the ſenators 


of Denmark did, lay down your freedom, and acknowledge 


and accept of deſpotiſm. But do not mock the underſtand- 
ings and the feelings of mankind, by telling the world that 


you are free by telling me that, if out of the houſe, for the 


purpoſe of expreſſing my ſenſe of the public ad miniſtration of 
this country, of the calamities which this war has occaſtoned, 
I ſtate a grievance by petition, or make any declaration of my 


ſentiments, which I always had a right to do; but which if 


now ] do, in a manner that may appear to a magiſtrate to be 
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ſeditious, I am to be ſubjected to penalties which hitherto were 
unknown to the laws of England. If in ſtating any of theſe 
things out of the houſe, a magiſtrate ſhould be of opinion 
that I am irregular, he is to have the power to ſtop me: he 
may ſay “ The cauſe which you alledge for your grievance 
is unfounded ; you excite, by what you ſay, jealouſies and 
diſcontents that are — * and, if either to his judg- 
ment or to his wiſhes, I ſay what ſhould be concealed, he is 


to have a power to ſtop me—nay, even to treat me as a rioter, 


if I don't obey him. LIaſk again, if this be called a meeting 
of free people ?—Did ever a free people meet ſo ?—Did ever 
a free ſtate exiſt ſo?ꝰ Did any man ever hypothetically ſtate 
the poſſibility of the exiſtence of Freedom under ſuch re- 
ſtrictions? Good God Almighty, fir ! is it poſſible that the 
feelings of the people of this country ſhould be thus inſulted ? | 
— ls it poſſible to make the people of this country believe that 
5 prone: is any thing but a total annihilation of their li- 
erty 1? | V „ | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had next adverted to a Bill 
which had been paſſed to prevent the aſſembling of perſons 
for the diſcuſſion of queſtions on the Lord's day, from which 
he was to bring in a Bill to prevent the diſcuſſion of queſtions 
on any day; and this, he ſaid, was to be applicable to all caſes 


where money was to be taken. Why all queſtions were to 


be prohibited where money was to be taken, merely on an al- 
legation that ſuch queſtions MIGHT produce miſchief, was, he 
confeſſed, beyond his ſkill to underſtand. But this was not 
all ;—it was to be applicable, it ſeemed, to places where no 
money was to be taken, becauſe, in truth, perſons might be 
admitted by means of tickets; and they muſt not amount to 
a number beyond a certain one which the Miniſter ſhould be 
pleaſed to inſert in his Bill, unlefs duly licenſed by a magiſ- 
trate. He would aſk again Was this, or was it not, To 
PREVENT ALL FOLITICAL DISCUSSION WHATEVER? «+ 
Let him aſk whence aroſe this practice? Let them ſhew 
him when this had obtained ſince the revolution, or at any 
time when this country could be called a free one; and he 


would then conſeſs they had indeed ſhewn him a rare fingu- 5 


larity. The people are to be prevented from diſcuſſing pub- 
lie topics publicly; they are to be prevented from diſcuſſing 

them privately; if then, without this private intercourſe or 
public debate, the grievances of this country are to be felt, 

and are ſuch as to call forth a general defire that they ſhould be 
redreſſed; what are the public to do? They muſt ſend, it 
ſeems, to a magiſtrate, and under his good leave they are - | 
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be permitted to proceed, [Here there was a general cry of 


M, M.] © I do not mean, ſaid Mr. Fox, to overſtate this | 
power, God knows there is no occaſion for that, for there 


ſeems to be ſufficient care taken of magiſterial authority in 
_ every. | | | 


ep of this proceeding. 


diſcuſs any topic which involves his, liberty, he muſt ſend to 


. 3 ef eb re”! 44+ N . 73, Fs 
a magiſtrate who-is to attend the diſcuſſion. That W : 


cannot prevent ſuch meeting. Good, ſound law. He can- 
not, and he ſhould not indeed prevent the meeting. But he 
can prevent the ſpeaking, becauſe he can alledge, that what is 


ſaid tends to diſturb the peace and tranquillity of this realm. 


Sir, I hope this Bill will never come into this Houſe. I am 
not friendly to any thing that will produce violence. Thoſe 
who know me will not impute to me any ſuch defire ; but I 

do hope, that this Bill will produce an alarm. That while 
we have the power of aſſembling, the people will aſſemble, 


That while they have the power, they will not ſurrender it, 


but come forward and do themſelves juſtice; ſtate their ab- 
horrence of the principle of this proceeding; and thoſe who 


do not, I here pronounce to be traitors to their country! If 


they neglect it, this peaceable means of obtaining redreſs to 


grievances will be all over. Good God, Sir, what madneſs, 


what frenzy has overtaken the authors of this meaſure! I will 
ſuppoſe for a moment that the only object which they have 
in view is the preventing a revolution in this country. But 

| that they ſhould have proceeded upon a plan which has no re- 
gard for the liberty of the people, no regard for the glorious 
efforts of our anceſtors, no regard for their maxims, no eſteem 
for the experience to be derived from a peruſal of our hiſtory, 
no eſteem for the principles and the conduct which has made 
us what we are, or rather, if this Bill be countenanced, what 


we were, is to me aſtoniſhing! For thus to proceed to ſup- 
preſs or to prevent popular tumults, appears to me to be the 


worſt and the moſt deſperate of frenzy. Good God, Sir! 
I have ſeen, and I have heard of revolutions in different ſtates. 
What were they owing to? Were they owing to the free- 


dom of popular opinions? Were they owing to the facility 


of popular meetings? No, Sir, they were owing to the re- 
verſe of theſe ; and therefore I ſay, if we wiſh to avoid the 


danger of ſuch revolutions, we ſhould put ourſelves in a ſtate 


as different from them as poſſible, What are we now doing? 
Putting ourſelves in a condition as nearly as we can to thoſe 
when theſe revolutions happened ; particularly to that which 
at thus hour is molt intereſting to us, the reign of Charles I. 


We 


«Behold the ſtate of a free Engliſhman! Before he can 


_—_ — — — 
* 2 4 * — N 
- = 928 * ES. . = a) "oy us — 4 % * — 2 * if 
* * "op * — 1 * 5 4 2 22 1 2 «ding - — — * A = x — — "IE 2 CREE — — — 
7 — "5 >; . 8 - 2 * „ 2, — — 2 2242 _ ou 
* P 7 - 4 * r — 5422 5-42.05 + 4 > Sd * 8 LN TRE. : * OY CAS . — — hh 2-9.» Sup S N 2 
4 ot * r rg = N 0 0 ZE AFG ERS 8 = 3 Pos 3 5 — — LIES al IRS Wy LE "LA v 2 Tp r — Z *. WASTE ASE r —— A o A tt 4 8 
ESC IRE HEH .. FE Sn hit nec EH 0 . E A No . ** r "9 Ley 2 4 207 Ls r "1 n SOR © * 
ES LI TI a ah 1 — — 0 . vgs 2 * e 75 : 5 IO n 1 
a = — — — * AD op * += fl 1% £ — 22 * 0 n 1 * 2 * * W 3 * — 
1 H * FAS CD *> .., n : — — ey 4 . ;& * 8 3 


= 
n 


— _ , 


in WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Co . 
We all know what then happened. Was that a time when 
freedom of debate at public meetings was too extenſively al- 
lowed? Was freedom of ſpeech then too much counte- 


nanced? Were libels then too often overlooked ; or their 


authors inſufficiently puniſhed? Look at France. Who 
does not know what the government of that cquntry was? 
And-who will deny that if we paſs this Bill, we ſhall too 
much reſemble the ſtate of that country previous to its revo- 
lution? What produced that revolution? Too much free- 
dom of debate in popular aſſemblies? Too much facility of 
public meetings? No, Sir. It was their Lettres de Cac het, 
and other means which were made uſe of to prevent the pub- 
lic from manifeſting their opinions on the affairs of govern 
ment. We ſhould therefore, to avoid a diſtreſs ſimilar to 


| theirs, avoid the cauſe that occaſioned it. Sir, it has been 


the characteriſtic bleſſing of our conſtitution that it admitted 
of various ways in which the opinions of the public, nay, if 
vou pleaſe, in which the ill opinions, the prejudices, and the 
ill humours of the body politic may have vent: and if their 
grievances be true, they may be redreſſed; if the allegation of 
them be falſe, the evil effects of their perſiſting in complaint 
may be prevented; but if you take away their hitherto well 
known and legal method of ſtating their diſapprobation of the 
meaſures of government, you bring the beſt part of the con- 
ſtitution of this country upon a level with the moſt deſpotic ; 
you bring the people of this country to the terrible ſituation of 
thoſe who have no alternative between a total and abject ſub- 
miſſion to the tyrannical acts of government, and a remedy | 
by violence and force of arms, You reduce them to that 
ſtate in which the beſt cauſe will produce the greateſt evils to 
ſupport it, evils which it is hardly poſſible for the beſt cauſe 
to juſtify, Can there be a good reaſon for reducing the peo- 
ple of this country. to this dreadful dilemma? If their com- 
plaints be unfounded, what can you have to fear. For the 
more vehemently and the more loudly they expreſs their com- 
Plaints, if they be groundleſs, the leſs effect they will ulti- 
_ mately have, But if you prevent diſcuſſion, if you ſtop up 
this vent for the humour of the body politic, there can be no 
alternative, as I faid before,- between abjed ſubmiſſion and 
violent reſiſtance. Sir, this ſyſtem. may laſt for a long or 
mort time; but it muſt terminate either in a ſubmiſſion that 
will put an end at once to all the liberties of the people, or 
in actual open violence and fury: in either caſe the alter- 
native is dreadful ! and although 1 know that peace and quiet- 
neſs are great bleſſings, yet, as liberty is the only _— 
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a for the enjoyment of them, I ſhall therefore truſt that the 


| public will adhere to the beſt principles of our conſtitution; 


and expreſs their opinions freely upon this ſubject, not by the 
will of any magiſtrate, for that I know they will not follow, 
but as the cauſe may require. I have done my duty in ſtating 


: my ſentiments to this houſe, If this bill is to be brought in, 


1 ſhall then have another duty to perform, which will be to 


move for a call of this houſe, becauſe I think that I ſhould 


| betray my conſtituents and the public, if 1 did not call upon 
every member of this houſe to attend in his place to give his 
opinion by his vote, and to be reſponſible to his country for 
the part he takes on this moſt important and alarming ſub- 
je.. „„ VV 
+ Mr. Stanley ſaid, if this Bill paſſed into a law we were 
upon the eve of a revolution. He was aſtoniſhed that mini- 


ſters ſhould be ſo blind as to adopt ſuch a meaſure. He pre- 


dicted the worſt effects to the country ſhould the Bill unfor 
tunately be carried into force as a law; opinion he compared, 


| when controled, to a ſubterranean fire, which operates filent- 


ly and burſts ſuddenly, with effects too fatal to be mitigated 
or reſiſted ; men are not ſo blind, he ſaid, if laws are properly 


adminiſtered, and their happineſs even partially ſecured, to 
fly in the face of evil, and riſque all the dangers and inſe- 


curity Conſequent to public. diſorder ;- an author of the firſt 
_ eminence, (Monteſquieu) had aſſerted, that the ſureſt proof 
of a country's verging on deſtruction is an enormous encreaſe 
of penal laws; that opinion he alſo profeſſed himſelf to hold; 
and on that ground alone, if there were not numerous others 


more powerful, he ſhould oppoſe the Bill. The. exiſting - 


laws were, he thought, every way ſufficient to arm the magi- 
ſtrate with proper power for the ſuppreſſion of all illegal meet- 


ings. Did minifters imagine they lived in the midſt of people 
hoſtile to the conſtitution? What were the laws for the punith- 


ment of misdemeanors; were they not adequate? Why ſhould 
laws, he aſked, be brought in to authorize the IN attend- 
ance at public meetings? Do they not attend ! can they not; 
as Engliſhmen, attend and diſcuſs, and declare, their free opi- 
nions on any ſubjects propounded at any public meetings? 
Is it not their duty, not indeed as ſpies, or agents of corrup- 
tion, but as free and liberal men; who go not with a view td 

conſtrue all they hear into ſedition, but to hear and be diſ- 
paſſionate, Mr. Stanley adverted to a Bill which Mr. Al- 
derman Luſhington intended to introduce into the city of 
London, and accuſed the worthy alderman of wiſhing to de- 
prive his fellow citizens of the trial by jury. Mr, Stanley 
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. Conſidered the preſent Bill as a libel on the loyalty of Engliſh- 


In confidering the proviſions of the Bill ; and, if it ſhould be 


men, and concluded with declaring his affection for that con- 
ſtitution which he had been taught ſrom his earlieſt infancy 
to admire, and which he now feared was about to be ſubvert- 


ed; a meaſure which would make him abhor the authors of 


it for the reſt part of his life. „ . 
Sir William Pulteney ſaid, it was the duty of every gentle- 
man to conſider, how far the liberty of the conſtitution was 
infringed by ſuch a Bill. The greateſt jealonſby, he admitted, 


_ ought to exiſt in the minds of the people at any infringe, 


ment of their privileges: but gentlemen would do well to 


try, whether this conſequence would attend the preſent mea- 


ſure, before they gave it a bad colour with the public, by de- 
claiming againſt it as a ſurrender of the conſtitution. _ The 


Right Honourable Gentleman ON: Fox) had ſpoken warm- 


ly on the ſubject, but he was glad to hear him, as a meaſure 

of ſuch importance ought to be adopted with the utmoſt cau- 
tion: If a right meaſure, the ſooner it was adopted the better, 
becauſe the ſooner it would prevent the evil from ſpreading. Sir 
William agreed with gentlemen that the meaſure would mili- 


tate againſt liberty, if it prevented free diſcuſſion : but if ech 


aſſemblies as thoſe in queſtion were ſuppreſſed, he begged to 


know, whether the liberty of the preſs would not continue to 
exiſt in all its force? That was a mode of diſcuſſing all popular 


and political topics, that he thought adequate to all the purpoſes 
of the community; and which he ſhould be ſorry to fee ſur- 
rendered. That alone was fufficient to maintain all the 
bleſſings of the people; and that could not exift in a repub- 


Han form of government, in an abſolute monarchy, or any 
fort of government which he knew, except a limited monar- 


chy, ſuch as we happily enjoyed. In ſuch. inflammatory aſ- 
femblies as thoſe in queſtion, where ſedition was copioufly 


dealt out to the multitude, there ought to be ſomething to 


fave the public mind from imbibing the infidious poiſon. 
'The great danger of ſuch meetings was, that they only heard 


one fide of a queſtion, and their ignorance and want of in- 
formation led them on to action, without confidering what 
might be ſaid on the other fide; it was very fit, therefore, 


that they ſhould be ſet. right on ſuch points. 5 
As for his part, he ſaw no harm or injury to the ſtate from 


paſſing fuch a meaſire as the preſent: but if, in the future 


tages of the Bill, it ſhould be found hoſtile te the conſtitution 


and liberty of the ſubject, it might be expoſed and be hindered 
from paſling into/a law. However, there' could be no harm 


ound 


— 
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found a prevention for the evil complained of, and diſadyantage 


to che conſtitution, it could not, and it ought not, to be oppoſed. 

The regulations of policy and Jaw ou; t to be ſuited to circum- 
{tances and times, at one time he obſerved a people might be 
tov rath, as in the preſent inſtance ; at another, too ſluggiſh; 
it was then the buſh neſs of legillators to apply their remedy to 
the occalien. A Right Hon, Gentleman (Mr. Fox) faid, 

that ſuch a meaſure never was reſorted to in any free country, 
as empowered the magiſtrate to regulate popular aſſemblies: 
but he wiſhed to ſet the Right Hon. Gentleman right. No 


aſſemibly, no meeting of the people, could be held in America, 
With al its baaſted liberty, without the preſence of the ma- 


giſtrate. This, gentlemen would ſce, was very neceſſary ; 
becauſe, if a perſon who wiſhed to (pzak againſt the queſtion 


of ſuch a meeting, dared to expreſs his ſentiments, he would 


be tora to pieces. It was then proper that a power be given 
to the magiſtrate to ſet ſuch aſſemblies to rights; if treaſon- 
able proccedings were the ayowed intention of any bodics of 
men, treaſan, ought not to be tamely ſuffered in this or any 
country. If. the magiſtrate, he obſerved, exceeded his pow=- 
ers, no doubt the aggrie ved party, by reſorting to the court 
of King's-bench, would find ample redreſs, and able advo- 
cates, when ſuch brilliant talents were exerted againſt the 
meaſure in quèſtion. There was no fear, in a country where 


_ every man was free to publiſh his ſentiments and opinions, 


and where juries were the judges, whether any publication 
was a libe] or not, that liberty would be ſurrendered : but. 
then, if treaſon and ſedition were afloat, no one would deny, 
the current ought. to be {topped ; and if the laws already in 
force were found inadequate to effect this, it was equally clear 
and undeniable, that ſome regulation ought to be made to ſave 
every thing dear to Engliſhmen. He therefore ſhould give his 
lupport to the Bill, becauſe he thought it would prove a re- 
medy to an evil, without intringing the rights and lüberties of 
the ſubject. | 

Mr, W B. Halbed ſaid, Mr. Speaker, there are circum- 
ſtances, under which no unwillingneſs of public iyeaking, no 
conſciouſneſs of ſlender abilities, will authorige a perſeverance 


in taciturnity : when a town is beſieged, the molt peaceable 
inhabitant muſt occaſionally haudle the muſquer, or line the 


battery, I am the laſt man who would wiſh to preſs myſelf 
forward on the notice of the Houſe, or take an oſtenſible part 
inthe buſineſs of the day, Educated in the moſt loyal prin- 


ciples of love for the conſtitution and reſpect for the crown, 


] ave hitherto-cantented myſelf in the ſilent enjoyment of the 
A a 2 ; ineſti- ; 
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180 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, cou, 
ineſtimable privileges of a free-born Engliſhman, and a war- 
rantable hope that I ſhould preſerve them undiminiſhed to my 
. 8 ee 
The continuance of thoſe hopes, and of that enjoyment, is 
fo inſeparably linked with the queſtion actually before the 
Houſe, that I am perſuaded our reſolution of this day will, in 
one way or the other, decide upon them for ever. I have 
therefore applied myfelf with all the diligence I am capable of 
to the conſideration of the ſubject of our preſent debate, and 
I hope Gentlemen will do me the juſtice to acknowledge, 
that, however deficient my capacity, there is not one member 
of this Houſe who has better pretenſions for impartiality at 
leaſt of judgment in a compleat ſeparation from all party at- 
tachment, and a diſavowal of all political connections what- 
ever than myſelf. I differed indeed Jaſt Spring, and do ſtill 
molt decidedly differ with the majority of this Nouſe on the 
ſubject of the war: but there I ſtop. In no one inſtance 
have I formed new attachments, or forſaken my former 
private friendſhip, in conſequence of this change, of my opi- 
nions; and I am now ready, and I hope I ſhall ever preſerve 
that readineſs, to vote and to divide with either fide of the 
Houſe, on which reaſonableneſs and juſtice ſhall appear_to me 
IB ned nn oo ans O00 
In order, fir, to form ſomething of a clear and conſiſtent 
opinion of the nature and circumſtances -of the buſineſs of 
this day, it will not be altogether nugatory to take into con- 
ſideration, a diſtinct ſtatement of the facts that have led to the 
„„ © or Pen. 


On the 29th of October, his Majeſty, coming in ſtate to 
open the Parliament, was aſſaulted by ſome one or other, 
among a mixed and prodigious crowd, who threw a- ſtone, 
which broke a window of the carriage; and certainly endanger- 
ed the life of the Sovereign. There cannot be any man in the 
whole kingdom more ready than myſelf, to acknowledge the 
atrocity of this act, and to conſign the author or abettors of it 
to the moſt rigorous puniſhment of the law. I was, there- 
fore, exceedingly well ſatisfied, when I ſaw a proclamation, 
iſſued by the Privy Council, offering an immenſe, but not 
unfit reward, for the diſcovery of the offender. I was {till 
more ſatisfied when, by a ſecond proclamation from an office 
of police, I had reaſon to ſuppoſe, that this wretch, though 
not actually diſcovered, was at leaft accurately identified. 
© If it had been declared upon oath, that a dirty looking 
fellow, like an oftler, had been ſeen to throw a ſtone at the 
Farriage, and that perſons had been heard afterwards to com- 
CCC 


F 


* y 
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R pliment : him on his dexterity —Here one would think every 


thing that vigilance for the public weal, or concern for the 


| life of the monarch could ſuggeſt, would have concentrated 
all its efforts. The diſcovery of a ſhabby oſtler, and a coach- 


man out of place (however cautiouſly they may be concealed) 


will hardly appear of any conſiderable difficulty to any man 


who conſiders the preſent accuracy of intelligence, both in 
government offices, and in thoſe of the police. Nor can it 
be ſeriouſly a matter of doubt, but that if theſe people were 


| diſcovered, their plot, if it were a plot, would neceſſarily be 
laid open and diſconcerted; and their accomplices, if age 4 


had any, ſhare the ſame fate with themſelves. But at all 


events with this clue, leading to a knowledge of the whole 
ſtate of the caſe, I put it now home to every gentleman's 
breaſt, whether it was not more reaſonable, more natural, 


and more conſonant to juſtice, to purſue that inveſtigation 
upon the grounds of this information upon oath, than'to turn 


ſhortly round into a totally new path of reſearch, and ſhift the 


ſuſpicion to a totally different quarter. | | | 
I I muſt confeſs, therefore, Sir, chat when I ſaw the third 
Proclamation, that which is now the object of our diſcuſſion, 


I was moſt exceedingly ſurpriſed and alarmed. For what is 
the coincidence of facts on which the circumſtances alluded 
to are affirmed to aſſimilate none upon earth that I can ſee, 
but a mere proximity of date. A -riotous and ſtarving 

mob inſult his Majeſty, and appear even to aim at his 
| life on a certain day—a mob, evidently exaſperated by 


perſonal ſufferings of the ſevereſt nature, calling to the com- 


mon Father of his people for peace and bread; and on the 


day before, a peaceable aſſembly of perſons, who are not ſaid 
or ſuppoſed to be in a ſtate of actual neceſſity, and whoſe be- 


haviour was in every reſpect moſt tranquil and exemplary, 
had convened to deliberate on the means of legally reſtoring 


their political rights. e tak 955 Ze, 
There is not the ſlighteſt ſymptom of union either in the 
principles or objects of the two afſemblies, or is it by the 


moſt diſtant hint inſinuated that this dirty-looking offer or 
coachman out of place had been ſeen at the. meeting near 


Copennagen-houſe. But it may be ſaid, this meeting was 
nevertheleſs dangerous, by inſtilling ſeditious or treaſonable 


_ notions into the brains of an undiſtinguiſhing multitude, 


and ſo ſideways, giving encouragement to the blow 
that was actually ſtricken. I aſk, is there any proof 
of this? is there any ground for aſſuming it? Is it the 


Arſt time ſuch an aſſembly has been collected under the 


orators 
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orators of this aſſembly, to have diſſeminated, as it is urged, 
fuch dangerous, doctrines totally unknown, or if known, 
have the exiſting laws-been put in force to bring them to 
juſtice? Nothing of the kind. Other aſſemblies have been 
previouily holden on the very ſame ſubject. The fame ora- 


tors, whoſe names are probably familiar to every member of 


this houſe, have broached the ſame ſentiments at thoſe meet- 
ings, and their ſpeeches have been every where publifhed and 


eirculated, without a ſingle animadverſion from any of the 


law officers of the crown. MOR ual ve 
This, fir, appears at the ficſt bluſh fo ſingular a buſineſs, 


that I think it will not be amiſs, if we analyze it up as far as 


we can go. We muſt then obſerve, that the grievance com- 


plained of by thoſe againſt whom the preſent proclamation is 


immediately directed, are ſuch as have been attributed to the 
want of a reform in parliament: they are ſuch, as preſſ- 


ing with extraordinary weight on the bulk of the nation 


towards the claſe of a former moſt calamitous war, naturally 
connected the idea of returning peace with that of an improved 
repreſentation of the couniry. And certain very able and 
diſtinguiſhed characters of thoſe days ſo clearly exhibited the 


connexion between the profitable abuſes of war on the one 


hand, and the relaxed {tate of parliamentary independence on 
the other, that by vigour and perſeverance they at length 
drove the war- miniſtry from their ſeats, and ſet up an admi- 
niſtration of their own on the baſis of peace and reform. 
Far be it from me to deny that they continued to feel in office 
the ſentiments they had profeſſed on coming into power, or to 
ſuſpect that they did not deprecate that ſyſtem of hoſtility, 


which had been found ſo convenient to the profuſion of their 


predeceſſors. . 


But accidents will derange the beſt-concerted plans; and 


though they had the ſkill to evade actual warfare, they could 
not well avoid certain incidental armaments, which admi- 
niſtered a momentary gloſs to the languiſhing war'eſtabliſh- 
ment. At laſt, fir, the neceſſity of a real and complete war, 
with all its train of inevitable extravagance, and official emolu- 
ment, was faifTy prefurmiſed—and then then it was natural 
to look back with ſome anxiety at the circumſtances under 
which their predeceſſors in office had retired, and themſelves 
acceded to poſſeſſion. I am but ſpeaking the language of 


plain reaſon and ordinary common ſenſe, when I aflert, that 


if in one inſtance the plan for immediate peace and parlia- 
mentary reform had triumphed over an adminiſtration pro- 


ielling diametrically oppoſite principles the ſame means 


might 


_— 
. _ 
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might be apprehended, as again likely to produce ſimilar ef- 
fects; and therefore it may certainly be deemed no more than 
mere prudence and ſelf-defence in thoſe who were about to 
adopt the very meafures they had formerly reprobated, to lay 
every poſſible impediment in the way of a ſimilar attack upon 
themſelves. Conſidering the matter in this point of view, I 
have no heſitation whatever in declaring, that the alarm ſo 
induſtriouſiy ſpread in the latter end of 1792, againſt the dif- 
f:rent ſocieties linked together for the purpoſe of procuri 
parliamentary reform, was perfectly wiso, conſiſtent, — 
natural. The method of calling out the militia at a moſt 
unuſual ſeaſon, of apprehending ſundry perſons, and ſeizing a 
voluminous maſs of papers, with all the well- aſſumed trepida- 


tion of an immediate death · blow meditated againſt the con- 


ſtitution, was admirably well calculated to annihilate the moſt 
diſtant hopes of theſe ſocieties in future, and commence a 
reign of terror which no ſucceeding oppoſition would have 
been able to ſhake. The means were oſtenſibly adequate to 
the end propoſed; and the precipitation with which the act 
of Habeas Corpus was ſuſpended, ſhewed the extreme 
eagerneſs of the parties to take advantage of the momentary 
paralyſis of public opinion. What followed? After a long 
lapſe of time, the perſons originally confined, were brought to 
their trial, under ſuch peculiar circumſtances of hardſhip, 
both as to the aſtoniſhing number of witneſſes ſubpœnaed 
againſt them, and the unheard of phalanx of profeſſional men, 

drawn up in array, at the bar, that, I think, hardly any thing 
ſimilar can be found in the annals of mankind, | 

1 fay, and I am ſure many Gentlemen who now hear me, 
can teſtify. to my veracity, if they pleaſe, that even before 
trial theſe” wretched victims were exuitingly condemned to 
the gallows. That the aſſurance of their fate was in certain 
quarters perfectly proverbial ; and I now declare my opinion as 
an honeſt and independent man, that if thoſe perfons had then 
ſuffered, not one of us now alive, ſhould ever have ſeen the 
rights of Habeas Corpus reſtored to this country. Nothing 
would have been required to keep up a perpetual neceſſity ſar 
the ſuſpenſion, but the ſacrifice of a dozen or two of miſerable 
wretches once in a year, to exaggerate ſuſpicions of treaſon : 
a preced-nt would have been eſtabliſhed (and who fo fond of 
precedents as our courts of juſtice) for their condemnation, 
and in no very long period, popular prejudice might have 
gone hand and hand with the verdict. Thank God, the in- 
tegrity of a jury impannelled in the metropolis, in the very 
vortex of miniſterial influence, ſuddenly diſperſed the tre- 
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fully ſufficient. I afirm that the preſent miniſtry, by a Bil! 
y ſy | a h e preſent miniſtry, 5 
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mendous cloud, and left nothing for miniſters but the miſe- 
rable ſhift of the poſſibility of an exiſting conſpiracy without 
conſpirators. By this time the projected war was in ful} 
effect, and any one who will be at the trouble to trace with 
accuracy the circumſtances of which I have juſt ſketched a 
rapid outline, will clearly diſcern from the very nature of 


the caſe, as well as the opportunity taken for this tranſaction, 


that it was planned for the very purpoſe of inſuring to adminiſ- 
tration an undiſturbed career in the proſecution of hoſtilities. 
I aſſume it as a matter of fact, which every man may verify 
if he pleaſes. VVVVVJVVVVV is peo BDIvy 

The failure of the project, therefore, as it was moſt ex- 
ceedingly mortifying to its projectors, muſt be expected in 


the ſame degree to have given courage and exultation to its 
opponents; for which reaſon we ought then to have per- 


ceived the immediate operation and effect in the conduct of 


the parties and their aſſociates, of all thoſe dangerous and de- 
ſtructive deſigns, of which they had been fo Joudly accuſed. 


What was the fact? Tranquillity in the extreme, a genera} 


ſubmiſſian to the laws, and a temporary ſuſpenſion even of the 


moſt legal exertions of the ſocieties for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, in favour of the vigour and unanimity required for the 
conducting the war; accordingly this war went on and went 


on, like that former war, the oppoſition to which had been fo 
advantageous to the conductors of the preſent. Calamities 


poured in upon calamities, expences were multiplied upon 
expences; all the floodgates of profuſion in ſubſidies, loans, 
and all the endleſs etceteras of miniſterial dilapidation were 
thrown open, end it became again too apparent, that no re- 
medy ſhort of a Parliamentary Reform could poſſibly reach 
the enormous evil; and this brings us, Sir, to the moment 
of the Proclamation now on the table. We have ſeen that 
an attempt to produce a complete annihilation of the ſocie- 


ties by an attack upon the lives of ſome of their prominent 
members had failed. It is neceſſary therefore, now to change 


the mode of proceeding, and by one blow to quaſh the very 
exiſtence not only of all theſe exiſting ſocieties, but even the 
poſſibility of any ſuch ſociety ever exiſting at all—and the 
time choſen for this operation is of itſelf fufficient, in my 
mind, to warrant the inference I now draw. The Houſe wil! 
pleaſe to conſider how very near we are ſuppoſed to be to 4 
diſſolution of Parliament, and upon that ground, pauſe a mo- 
ment, to reffect in what ſituation every man will ſtand who 


ſhall not ſtart as a miniſterial candidate at the general elec- 


tion. Sir, upon this head, but to have dropped a hint is 
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founded on this proclamation, will have the effectual controul 
over all the electors of Great Britain univerſally, and no man 
can poſſibly expect to be returned but on miniſterial intereſt. 
And now, fir, to come to the proclamation itſelf, for aught 
I can ſee, every one of its ſentences is a mere aſſumption of 
fact without any proof whatever. Will the houſe admit upon 
this ſingle authority, that inflammatory and ſeditious ſpeeches 
have been delivered at the meetin alluded to, without any 
formal teſtimony adduced for it? Shall we without any evi- 
_ dence whatever conclude, that becauſe it is notorious that 
one man in a tumultuous aſſembly has thrown a ſtorie at the 
king's. coach, many thouſands of men who met quietly and 
_ decently the day before are complicated in the * ? 
Are we not in full poſſeſſion of an acknowledgment frem the 
crown itſelf, that under an extreme preſſure of diſtreſs, obe- 
dience to the laws, has been fo general as to deſerve its par- 
ticular notice, and violated only in a few inſtances? Shall we 
not be permitted to aſk why iſle ſuch a proclamation if it be 
inſufficient, and if ſufficient, why back it with an act of par- 
liament ? Shall we not call for a lift of all thoſe juſtices of 
the peace · and others, to whom the proclamation is addreſſed, 
that we may judge ſor ourſelves, whether or not they are 
now competent to the duty without farther aid ? Shall we not, 
at all events, demand a call of the houſe, that on a caſe of 
ſuch magnitude, in which the whole fabric of our conſtitution, 
as ſettled in 1668, is in danger. Every ſingle member may 
be well appriſed of the circumſtances under which his own 
liberty and that of his conſtituents, of the whole nation, and 
of all their poſterity, is to be done away for ever ? Surely, 
fir, if ever there was a time when procraſtination was a virtue, 
it is now: and as I have ſo long treſpaſſed on the patience of 
the Houſe, I ſhall fit down under the ſatisfactory conviction, 
that I have not in fo critical a period ſhrunk from that duty . 
which on leſs important occaſions I ſhould have been much 
better pleaſed to elude, — © 5 
Mr. Maurice Robinſon ſaid; he had that night heard from 
an Honourable Baronet, a ſophiſticated explanation of the 
nature of the Bill, a circuitous effort to confound its object 
and effect, infinitely more inſidious and to be alarmed at, than 
| at the ſort of pretext of neceſſity which the Right Honourable 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had boldly and -undiſguiſedly 
alledged. From the ſophiſtry of the n Baronet, 
he collected that the people would have a right to read, but not 
to ſpeak complaints againſt the burthens they endured. Ihe 
Intereſts of the ſovereign were oppoſed to thoſe of the 
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people, whereas he had always heard that the ſovereign was 
the third branch of the legiſlature, and was bound to under- 
ſtand the democratical intereſts as much as his own. The 
Bill, they were told, went to impeach. the loyalty of the 


people, whoy except a few indeed, had conſtantly ſhewn their 
veneration for the ſovereign; and he would aſſert, that never 


had king afforded more trying ſituations for the . of the 
ſubject to be manifſeſted in, nor experienced ſtronger in- 
ſtances of their love and attachment. Mr, Robinſon 
ſaid, he was not aſtoniſhed at the want of manifeſta- 
tions to ſupport the bold aſſertions of miniſters. The 


Romans, he obſerved, felt no ſurprize when Caligula made 


his horſe a conſul, becauſe his antecedent conduct would 


have juſtified any. extreme of deſpotiſm, however abſurd, but 


he did not pretend that his horſe was a Roman ſenator, Mr. 
Robinfon adverted to the nature of the propoſed interference 
of the magiſtrates, deprecating it as an arbitrary meaſure, 


He alſo pointedly alluded to a member of that houſe, a ma- 


giſtrate of the City of London, who had propoſed a Bill, the 


effect of which would be to aboliſh juries, or at leaſt much 


diminiſh the benefit of trial by jury in the City of London, 


He concluded by an appeal to the honour and dignity of the 


repreſentatives of the people, which ought to ſtimulate them 
to reſiſt a Bill. which he could conſider in no other light than 
as an execrable compound of oppreſſion and folly. _ 
Mr. Alderman Luſbington ſaid, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſiderable part which an honourable gentleman had aſſigned to 
him in the ſubverſion of the liberties of his country, and more 
particularly thoſe of his fellow citizens, he roſe thus early in 
the debate to ſay, that he ſhould ſoon have an opportunity of 
bringing forward that Bill, to which the honourable member 
_ alluded, viz. the Bill for regulating the trial by jury; when 
the meaſure came to be debated, it would be aſcertained 
whether the attack that had been made upon him reſpecting 
it, was warranted or not. When he conſidered the very bold 
and daring attack that had been made on the ſacred perſon of 
his majeſty, and the various poſſible miſchiefs attendant on 
that event :;—when he conſidered the bold and tumultuous 
meetings that had taken place both in the metropolis, and at 
no great diſtance from it, and that if the deſign on our moſt 
gracious ſovereign was not there projected, it was certainly 
encouraged by theſe meetings : when he looked at that bold 
attack, not Lely againſt the perſon of the king, but againſt 
the whole conſtitution, he thought the ſtrong meaſures of 
the Right Honourable Gentleman neceſſary for the preſerva- 
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tion of the conſtitution. He was willing to give credit. to 
his anceſtors for having ated with due degree of wiſdom, | 
but he would not ſuffer that underſtanding, which the Al- 
mighty had given him as the guide of his conduct, to be 
locked up and fettered by what they had done. The 
Suu bad given him an underſtanding to be uſed and 
exerciſed, and it was the duty of every man to think for him- 
ſelf, and to act as he thought beſt for his own advantage. 
He thought the ſtate of the country in the time of Charles I, 
and at preſent was totally different. If a negative was put 
on this Bill, he would venture to ſay, that not only every 
man in that Houſe, but millions without the Houſe, would“ 
feel in common with them, and would lament the day when 
they rejected this Bill, which was founded in wiſdom; he 


would not ſay it would be applicable under any 3 
| 7 


but in the preſent ſtate of the country, that he was perfect | 
certain. when a new ſet of principles were afloat, which would ; 
overturn the government of Europe, if they were not re- 0 
me meaſure ſimilar to it, was not i 

„ the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox), 1 

would not long have an opportunity of exerciſing his brilliant N 
talents for the good of the country. This, many in that ; 
houſe, and millions of it were aware Tf. L 
The Alderman took notice of the expreſſions of Mr. Fox : 
relative to the rights of man, and ſaid, he had no doubt but 1 
the Right Honourable Gentleman was aware of the rights of , 
ſocial compact, indeed he was perſuaded he could not in this 1 
enlightened moment mean to allude to the rights of nature in if 
oppoſition to civilization and ſubordination. Before Mr. i 
Luſhington concluded, he obſerved that magiſtrates were 99 
called to exerciſe the authority of the ſtate, where not merely b, - 
political but * conſtitutional ſubjects were diſcuſſed, and if the 50 
interpoſed that authority in an undue and unconſtitutional * 
manner, there were many able and willing to bring them 1 4 
to juſtice and aſſert the liberty of the people. © i 
Mr, Curwen declared, he felt it his duty to expreſs his bl 


could endanger the perſon of his Majeſty it would in his 


judgment be that Bill. With the privilege of a free diſ- 


cuthon on the defects of their goyernment, the proceedings of 


* 
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' miniſters, and the conduct of their repreſentatives, the people 
of this realm were never obliged to recur to acts of violence 

to obtain a redreſs of their grievances, and hence aroſe the 
ſecurity of their ſovereigns. It was true that the Right 


Honourable Gentleman had ſufficient cauſe to ſuppreſs the 
voice of the people; for no man had ever ſuffered more mor- 
tifications from it than himſelf, What was it that put a ſtop 
to the Ruſſian war? Not the majority of that houſe, but the 


voice of the people. What yas. it that put a fibp to the 
voice of the people. To preſerve thig voice inviolate he 


would riſk his life and property; and it was indifferent to him, 


if the Bill ſhould paſs, whether the conſtitution were deftroyed 
by deſpotiſm, or an inſurrection of the people. He could 


1 attribute this Bill to the convenience of miniſters, who 
wiſhed to put a ſtop to the progreſs of complaints againſt 


them to the throne; and, as an argument in ſupport of this 
aſſertion, requeſted that part of his Majeſty's ſpeech to be read 


which ſpoke of the general moderation and good behaviour of 


the people: yet, after this had been pronounced by his majeſty 


to both houſes of parliament, they were called upon to vote 
for a Bill, which even in a limited and moderate extent no 


miniſter had before preſumed to bring forward. He truſted 
the houſe would net—dared not let it paſs; if they had the 


feelings of Engliſhmen, he was perſuaded they would not, ſure 
he was, that the country had only to be appriſed of its danger, 


: - 


and it never would paſs. _ „„ 
r. Wilberforce began by 2 that the preſent 


period and occaſion were ſuch as rendered it the duty of every 
public man to declare his ſentiments, and it was more eſ- 


 pecially incumbent on thoſe, who like himſelf diſclaimed the 


idea of party connexion. He had liſtened with attention to 


his Right Honourable Friend's opening, and although he cer- 
_ tainly did not mean to pledge himſelf with regard to the par- 


ticular proviſions of the Bill which was about to be brought 


forward; he approved of the general principle of the meaſure, 


and ſo approving, he was not to be deterred from the frank 


avowal of his opinion by the Jofty tones, and violent epithets 


of the Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him. 


£ N 


He begged the houſe to take a fair and conſiderate feview 


of all that had paſſed relative to the ſubject before them for 
the laſt three years: ſo long it was ſince attempts had been 
making by every ſpecies, of art; and induſtry to poiſon the 


minds of this country, to inſti] into them falſe jealouſies and 


ſuſpicions, and to excite a contempt for the Britiſh conſtitu- 
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tion, and an attachment to thoſe falſe principles of liberty * 
which had produced fuch extenſive miſchiets in a neighbouring 
country; nor was it only French — — which they were 
importing into this country, but, French philoſophy alſo; in 
the numerous publications by whieh their opinions were diſ- 
ſeminated, there was a marked contempt for every thing 
ſacred, an avowed oppoſition to the religion, as well as to the 
conſtitution of Great Britain, Various means had been 
taken to put a ſtop to theſe proceedings, but in vain; theſe bad 
men ſeemed to redouble their efforts, and to preſs forward 
with increaſed audaciouſneſs. Lectures were given, and 
harangues delivered of the moſt ſeditious and inflammatory 
nature; hand- bills and prints of the moſt atrocious deſcrip- 
tion were circulated: That all this had not been without 
effect, was but too manifeſt from thoſe daring inſults on the 
perſon of his majeſty, more and greater than had come under 
public diſcuſſion, which had excited ſuch general indignation 
and abhorrence. What then was to be done. Were theſe 
men to be ſuffered to go on without diſturbance? It was a 
queſtion which deſerved the rather to be aſked, becauſe there 
was manifeſtly a ſyſtematic principle, a conſiſtency and uni- 
formity in their meaſures, which plainly evinced a deliberate. 
and digeſted plan of conduct. Were they to be 3 to 
purſue in all our great manufacturing towns, what they had 
begun in more than one of them, that ſame ſyſtem of popular 
aſſemblies, and debating clubs, and ſeditious harangues which 
they had introduced into the capital. How could this end? 
. who would venture to foretell the confequdlites ? Surely it 
was high time for parliament to interfere, in order to ſtop the 
progreſs of this growing miſchief; and he thought adminiſ- 
tration deſerved the thanks of their country for making the 
attempt, in ſpite of all the clamour they muſt expect to raiſe 
amongſt thoſe who harbour theſe bad defigns,, and amongft 
others in that houſe, whom he had obſerved with ſorrow to be 
but too ready to lend their countenance to them, © 
The meaſure of his Right Honourable Friend divided 
Itſelf into two parts, that which reſpected the greater popular 
aſſemblies, and that which reſpected the ſmaller ſocieties and 
clubs. With regard to the former, he conceived it was by 
no means meant to lay any reſtraint on the conſtitutional 
modes of diſcuſſing public queſtions; and ſtating, and obtain 
ing redreſs for national grievances ; all that was deſigned was, 
to prevent the miſchiefs likely to reſult from tumultuous 
aſſemblies, and that ſurely in the moſt unexceptionable way, 
by bringing them more under the cognizancè of the * 
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Mil] cigarex than the other. 


time of Charles the Firſt? Had not both Louis X 
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and putting the magiſtrate into a capacity of diſcharging 
that duty, in the execution of which, | difficulties , were 
now thrown in his way, which rendered the exerciſe of it 


almoft impracticable. The grand conſtitutional organs by 
Which the wiſdom of their forefathers had provided for the 


diſcuſſſon of political queſtions, and the expreſſing to parlia- 
ment of the national will were to remain untouched; he 
might rather 2 7 that they would acquire new life and vigour 

hen thoſe aſſemblies ſhould be brought under regulation, 
Which had incroached on. their province and uſurped their 
powers. He was ready however, to confeſs that it was not 
willingly that he reſorted to this Bill; all that was left to him, 
was a choice of difficulties; it was the condition of human 
nature, and no where ſo true as in politics, that it was almoſt 
impoſſible to obtain any great good without the. ſacrifice of 
fome oppoſite adyantages, or the riſk of poſſible evil, yet on 


_ the whole he muſt declare, that FRY eftimating the advan- 


tages and difadvantages likely, to reſult from the meaſure in 
queſtion, he could not heſitate to which ſide of the alternative 
—.. . ] ͤ—AA—11 ĩ ͤ 
The ſecond part of the Bill reſpected the ſeditious clubs 
rt of the caſe was to him 


7 * 


| | oncerning theſe, he thought 
there could hardly be two opinions; they might do much 


| harm, they could do no good. The cauſe of truth and of 


fair diſcuſſion were not promoted by theſe aſſemblies, on the 
contrary, they were the ſure parents of falſhood, prejudice, 
and paſhon, But a Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite 
to him, had defended them on the ground of their being ne- 
ceſſary, as vents through which the humours of the body | 


politic were to be ſuffered to paſs without reſtraint ; this was 
the very ground on which he wiſhed to put to reſt the queſtion, - 
and the rather becauſe the very inſtances which the Right 


Honourable Gentleman had urged in behalf of his opinions, 
afforded additional confirmation to his own. Was it by 
feditious clubs and debating” ſocieties ſaid the Right Honout- 
able Gentleman, that the old government of France had been 
deſtroyed? Was it by ſeditious clubs and debating ſocieties 
that the monarchy was ſubverted in our own coungy in 1 
I. and 
harles the Firſt, attempted to ſtifle and ſuppreſs theſe and 
other means by which the public diſcontents were ſuppoſed to 


be excited. Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he had always conſidered 


it as the grand preſervative of the Britiſh conſtitution that 
there was à popular aſſembly, the Houſe of . 4 
f | n 4 N n 42 5 $4 +: 12 2 = W ic 6 
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which all popular grievances might be freely and ſafely dif- 
cuſſed, to which the people might® be encouraged without 


fear to bring their complaints, wherein they might be ſure 


there would never be wanting thoſe who would ftand forth to 
aſſert the cauſe of the injured or oppreſſed; here in ſhort 
all the national humour might be ſuffered to ferment withour 
danger, he muſt therefore aſk the Right Honourable Gentle- 


man, Was there any thing of this kind in the conſtitution of 


France? Was it not actually for want of ſome ſuch proviſion 
that the national diſcontents, long working fecretly, burſt 
forth at length like a torrent, with the greater violence from 
its having been ſo long repreſſed. Again, might not all 
Charles the Firſt's ſubſequent misfortunes be traced to his 
diſcontinuance of parliaments for eleven years together, by 


which a ſimilar effect had been produced in England. The 
application was obvious, #hd it was not neceſlary for him to 


take up any more of their time in enfoscing a truth which 


» 


would be diſputed by none who underſtood the Britiſh | 


conſtitution” | a a 

But the Right Hon. Gentleman had declared without re- 
ſerve, that if the Bill ſhould paſs, there would be a fetal abro- 
gation of all the liberties of the country. This was in part 
anſwered - by an honourable Gentleman who, oppoſing the 
Bill with equal violence, had declared that he hoped or be- 


lieved, that if the Bill ſhould paſs the people would reſiſt it. 
He was ſure-the Hon. Gentleman could not mean they would 


reſiſt it by force; all he could deſign was, that the people, if 
it ſhould paſs, would univerſally exerciſe their juſt right of 


petitioning againſt it, and that the public voice, when ex- 


per loudly, and unanimouſly, would procure its repeal]. 
ut when it was fo confidently aſſerted, that, with theſe 
clubs and ſocieties the national liberties would expire, he 
muſt aſk, in his turn, where were the national liberties be- 
fore thoſe clubs and aſſemblies exiſted, which were but of late 
origin? But it had been urged, we were accuſing the peo- 


ple of England in general of diſaffection; nothing could be 


farther from the truth. Had this been actually the fact, we 
ſhould now have been too late with our preventive remedy: 


but, in truth, this was the exact time to interfere, before the 


| poiſon had generally diffuſed itſelf: but when there was a 
number of active and dangerous men wha were endeavour- 
ing every where to diffuſe this deſtrutive venom. _ 
On the whole, Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, his judgment was 
decidedly in favour of the general meaſure. _ And he could 
moſt ſolemnly declare it, as his conſcientious opinion, that 
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in voting for this meaſure, ſubject to ſuch improvements as 
It would receive in the committee, he ſhould invigorate the 
ſtamina of the Britiſh conſtitution. He ſaw the clamours 
that it would be endeavoured to excite, but he regarded them 
not. He conſidered himſelf not merely as aſſerting the cauſe 
of the monarchical or ariſtocratical part of the conſtitution, 
but that of the people of England, whole rights he was guard- 
ing, whoſe liberties he was preſerving, whoſe happineſs he 
was promoting, determined to uſe his utmoſt efforts that the 
conſtitution which, through the bleſſing of Providence, they 
had received from their forefathers, might be handed down 
. uninimpaired-to. their poſterity. . : . 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had heard with more concern than 
ſurpriſe the approbation of the Honourable Gentleman to the 
motion of that evening. At one time he had been inclined 
to augur good from the perſevering ſilence of the Right 
- Honourable Gentleman, though he could ſcarcely reconcile it 
with his attachment to his Night Honourable Friend, and 
What was ſtill dearer, the ties of official connection. He 
really thought, howeyer, that the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man who intoduced the motion had been ſtruck dumb with 
"ſhame. Gentlemen might laugh at this idea, as it was very 
unuſual for the Right Honourable Gentleman to be aſhamed 
of any thing, but from the ſtrong and irreſiſtible arguments 
urged by his Right Honourable Friend, Mr. Fox) againſt 
the nature and dangerous tendency of the Bill in queſtion, he 
did hope that they would have produced ſomething like con- 
- trition, and the abandonment of his project. He at leaſt 
hoped that the Right Honourable Gentleman would be con- 
vinced that the meaſures he had reſorted to were too ſtrong for 


| 

the neceſſity, and that he would have withdrawn his motion to ' 
_. conſult upon ſome leſs irritating plan. © -© 
I) bbe } Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke. laſt, agreed to + 
tze meaſure, becauſe he was deſirous of handing down the 1 
| liberties we enjoy unimpaired to poſterity. He had unfortu- x 
nately to remark that the Bill in queſtion was one of the firſt d: 
to deftroy thoſe liberties, inaſmuch as it makes a direct attack | 2 
upon the fifth article of the Bill of Rights, which confirms the th 
right of petitioning. He Giffered alſo with the Honourabic ef 
Gentleman in his idea of a conſpiracy, when he inſinuated as He 
an argument that the general ſpirit of diſaffection had en- ole 
"creaſed, was enereaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed. Did = 
he mean to aſſert that it reigned more-dangerouſly now than it has 


did at the commencement of the war? If he did mean ſo, 
then it was evident that the miniſters put a direct falſehood 
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into his Majeſty's mouth, as he had expreſſed his ſatisfaction 
at our improved ſituation, part of which was attributed to the 
returning loyalty of his ſubjects. If they doubted this, why 
was tee not a propoſition for the further ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act? If they did not doubt it, then it was 
plain that they had been miſtaken ; that their coercive mea- 
ſures had failed, and that the ſpirit of diſaffection was not 
quelled. An Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinſon) had 
_ aſſerted at the opening of the ſeſſion, that one bleſſed conſe- 
_ quence ariſing from the proſecution: of the war was, that it 
had eradicated French principles; it now appeared that this 
aſſertion was erroneous, and that after a year of famine, and 
another approaching, theſe principles were more and more 
extended. 5 VV 4 
The Honourable Gentleman had aſked, what were our 
liberties before the formation of clubs, which he believed to 
be of novel exiſtence? He would remind him, that ſince the 
revolution, clubs had always exiſted in a greater or leſs degree; 
and that the Honourable ocean himſelf had of late years 
belonged to almoſt every one of them; but unhappily there 
were ſuch frequent inſtances of ſhort memory in the Right 
Honourable Gentleman oppoſite, that he was not ſurprifed to 
find his colleagues had caught the contagion. He aſked the 
Honourable ae e whether he had forgot that he was 
one of thoſe perſons who had formerly aſſociated for a parlia- 
mentary reform? Whether he had forgot his aſſociations in 
Yorkſhire, and againſt that India Bill, which he now, with 
many other perſons who formerly oppoſed it, as ſtrenuouſly 
| ſupported? Whether he forgot his aſſociation for the abolition 
of the ſlave trade, which he was ſorry to ſay had not yet been 
carried into effect ; and whether, without aocizciis he ſhould 
have been able to have done what he did)! 
Hie reminded an honourable magiſtrate (Mr. Alderman 
Luſhington) who had declaimed againſt reformers, and pro- 
teſted againſt locking up his intelle s in a ſtrong box, in 
deference to his great grandfather, that he bad alſo once been 
an adyocate for Parliamentary Reform, and as he thought 
that at Copenhagen-houſe the attendance of a magiſtrate was 
eſſential, ſo Mr. Sheridan thought that the attendance of the 
Honourable Gentleman in future with the friends of the peo- 
ple which was a name he had probably an averiion to now, 
would be of very great advantage, as they thould not only 
have the attendance of a very zealous reformer, but a —_ 
ate in the ſame perſon, only they might with to diſpenſe with 
bis bevy of e ñs?ꝝkh! 8 
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Another gentleman (Sir William Pulteney), had treated the 
ſubject with levity by obſerving, that in America it was uſual 
for a magiſtrate to attend wy public aſſembly, by way of 
letting the people know both ſides of the queſtion, and ſetting 
them to rights. Hence it was clear, that in England, his 
+ worſhip was not to be appointed to attend all public meetings 
ſo much as to take up the orators, as 79 take up their argu- 
ment. According to this mode of reaſoning, our liberties 
were to be preſerved by conſummate arguers and logical ma- 
_ giſtrates. He deſired the houſe however to recollect what the 
_ - magiſtrates are in Weſtminſter ; for inſtance, who are to be 
entruſted with this authority? They are not like the gentle- 
men of that houſe, of independent fortunes, and adminiſtering 
Juſtice gratuitouſly on their own eſtates, but paid creatures, 
penſioners, and dependents on minifters. He recòllected on a 
former day when the propriety of entruſting power to the 
diſcretion of ſuch place-hunters was diſcuſſed, that the Right 
Honourable Secretary at War was a moſt violent oppoſer of 
throwing ſo much authority into the hands of venal depen- 
"dents. Then what is to be done to render them fit for their 
offices? Firſt you muſt give them independence, then inte- 
grity, and laſtly talents, or they will never be able to diſeri- 
mirate.. Let us conſider. alſo how they are to be attended. 
If any one of the orators in the heat of his argument ſhould 
uſe a ſcditious word, or one which the magiſtrate conſtrues to 
be ſo, if he ſhould be tenacious, and not immediately deſiſt 
when deſired fo to do the riot act is to be read, and followed 
by military execution. He remarked that reformers in ge- 
neral were not very ready to attend to a gentle hint, and here 
there was but one alternative, for if the magiſtrate did not 
find him paſſive and obedient, when ſetting him to rights, he 
was to knock him down. The Honourable Baronet, as a 
remedy for any abuſe in this authority, had ſtated that the 
magiſtrate was amenable to the laws, but ſurely he had not | 
thought of the expence or inconvenience attending ſuch a 
remedy, or he could not have mentioned it. To ſatisfy the 
members of the meeting too, if their intentions and behaviour 
were adjudged to be peaceable, and not to complain of mi- 
niſters or their meaſures, they wight call another meeting 
another day. Here was more trouble and inconvenience. 
Beſides, how many magiſtrates were to be employed to diſ- 
perſe a large aſſembly? He ſuppoſed they were to be procured, 
as, to the great ſhame of this country, army ſurgeons had been, 
| by advertiſement, and we might ſhortly expect to read in the 
public papers, Wanted an immenſe number of * 
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to prevent the diſſemination of ſeditious doctrines, and ſet the 
people e 27 I 7 Oo 3. . 
At this rate not a reſpectable and independent man in 
England would be found in the magiſtracy, but aſnamed of 
having their names ſeen there, would reſign the bench to a fer 
of hired venal dependents, 100 | 5 
Wich regard to the aſſault upon his majeſty, he was totally 
ignotkut of it on the evening it happened, and when he en- 
tered that houſe, had heard of nothing except ſome clamours; 
But he hoped he might yet ſpeak freely, and he did then in 
his ſoul and conſcience believe, that all the tumults had been 
raiſed by that immenſe army of ſpies, which had been diſ⸗ 
banded. When they found that the Habeas Corpus act was 
no longer ſuſpended, that no attrocious acts had been com- 
mitted, that his majeſty had expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the 
returning loyalty of the people, and that it had been declared 
in that houſe, that French principles were eradicated by the 
poor having no means of ſubſiſtence, and conſcious that an 
violence on their part would not be ungrateful to miniſters, 
ſo long as it furniſned them with a handle to lop away the 
liberties of the country, it is but natural to ſuppoſe that they 
committed the outrage which they have induſtriouſly attri- 
buted to others. He concluded a moſt pointed ſpeech by 
declaring he hoped the houſe would not ſuffer ſuch a libel 
as this Bil te paſs; for if it were to paſs, he ſhould think it 
unworthy to make uſe of that excluſive privilege which is 
allowed to the members of that houſe, to be the prattling re- 
preſentative of a dumb and enſlaved people. oO 7 
Mr. Martin ſaid, chis was not a time to make propoſitions 
of loyalty, upon which miniſters ſo evidently practiced every 
day; no man could lament more than he did, the daring out- 
rage that had been offered to majeſty; and he revered the 
family on the throne. He believed in his conſcience, that 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had taken advantage f 1 
What had happened, to rouſe a ſpirit in the country to fupport _ as, 
the intolerable meaſures of government. He had long fore = 
keen what was going forward, and there was no proſpect of 
their getting out of their difficulties.” Such a military force 
was eſtabliſhed all over the country, that he feared much blood 
would be ſhed before the nation could regain its liberties, and 
defend the conſtitution, Every town in England was full of 
ſoldiers. In his return to London, it had been his cuſtom, he 
ſaid, to paſs through Oxford, at which univerſity he had re- 
ceived his education, as a place where he hoped ta enjoy a little 
repoſe from the ſcenes of active life. But he of late heard. 
| W C leg, 2» 
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more drums, trumpets, /and--fifes there, than college bells, 


Many proud, pompous buildings in the county had been 
converted into barracks. He remembered the day when no 
member of that houſe would Have dared to propoſe fuch a 
meaſure. . He concluded with-ſaying, that theſe were the few 
obſervations which occurred to him, and he mentioned them 


in the fulneſs of his heart. 


The Secretary of Mar (Mr. Windham} faid, he had heard 


much of aſſertion, that the liberties of this country were gone, 
and that the people were enſlaved ; but theſe aſſertions had 


been ſupported by very little reaſoning. The Honourable 
Gentlemen, on the other {ide of the houſe, had long been too 
much in uniſon with the feelings and ſentiments of the people 
who compoſe ſuch meetings, and therefore it was not at all 
ſurpriſing that they ſhould expreſs the ſame feelings on this 


occaſion. It was not, however, from ſuch opinions, that the 
houſe was to form its ideas. No man could doubt but that 2 
number of men in this country were engaged in deſigns to 
ſubvert the conſtitution. Certain gentlemen exulted at 


that circumſtance. He wiſhed them joy of that exultation, 
but he could not ſhare it with them. He ſaw it with regret, 
and it was with regret that he attempted a remedy. If the 
law at prefent did not reach thoſe ſocieties, it was fit they 
mould make a law for them. The principles adopted by 
thoſe focieties went directly to the deſtruction of the conſti- 
tution. Whether certain doctrines had made a progreſs in 
the country, and whether they were attended with danger, or 
were likely to be ſo, was the iſſue: between them, and on 
which he called for judgment. When in the feelings of every 
body the whole world had confeſſedly undergone great changes, 


the Honourable Gentlemen on the other fide of the houſe, 


ſeemed to have forgot there was ſuch a thing as the French 


Revolution, the - greateſt fabric, as had been repreſented, 
which human wiſdom ever founded on human virtue. Look” 
at the authors and ſupporters of this ſyſtem itſelf, and every 
man muſt ſee they had the ambition to produce even a greater 
change in the world, than was produced by its converſion 


from Paganiſm to Chriſtianity; or by the Saracens under 


Mahomet. The preſent leaders of France had annulled treaties 
in a thouſand inſtances... They were not to be bound by the 
old muſty maxims of Grotius and Puffendorf. They had en- 
deavoured to exterminate all traces of ancient inſtitutions, and 


had attempted to make the world adopt a new principle. 


Was there a country in Europe, ſafe from the poiſon of theſe 
principles, or hich had not felt the effect of this great de- 
n . | | © ' MOCTacy, 
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mocracy. Where not the principles openly avowed in every 
country, and acted on by men of information and talents? It 
was evident there was a ſet of men in this country, who 
openly profeſſed an attachment to the French Republic, who. 
wiſhed them ſucceſs, and only waited" for an vs pin to 
co-operate with them and join them. What was the cafe of 
Holland? Was it an entire conqueſt, and was there no 
French party in Holland? Was even America ſecure againſt 
the propagatiom of French principles? Did any man before the 
preſent moment hear of an unjuſt war againſt France? He de- 
ſired the houſe to examine the French Revolution, and then 
to ſay whether that war was not Juſt; which was undertaken” 
againſt robbers and murderers, and thoſe who were guilty of 
every crime that ever bhckened human nature. To fay that 
ſuch a war was not juſt, was an outrage againſt the common 
ſenſe of every man. There never had been a period in the hiſ- 
tory of this country hen ſuch opinions were entertained, and 
it was ſelf-evident, that the progreſs of laws and of erimes muſt 
go hand in hand. When new offences occur, new laws muſt 
| be enacted to meet them. The only queſtion was, whether 
this remedy was to be applied, or whether thoſe focieties aud 
their meetings were to be permitted to go on preaching ſedi- 
tion and treaſon as much as they pleaſed? They had circu- 
lated hand- bills and papers of a nature too ſcandalous to be 
ſtated. They mentioned directly the aſſaſſination of the ſo- 
vereign, and this was followed in a few days by an actual 
attack on him: yet certain Honourable Gentlemen did not 
think this meaſure of ſafety advantageous to be adopted; and 
ſaw no connection between the language held at theſe meet- 
ings and that attack,” No government that ever exiſted per- 
mitted ſuch meetings; and as an argumentum ad hominem, 
the glorious ſyſtem of new French liberty did not admit of 
them. The moment a man ſaid any thing the leaſt obnoxious 
to the government, they took a ſhort method with him, and 
cut off his head. Mr. Windham made other ingenious and 
pertinet obſervations. HE" FS. 4 pour oo 
Mr. Grey, charged the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, with having accuſed his honourable friends who 
oppoſed the motion, of bringing forward aſſertions only in 
ſupport of their oppoſition, he therefore expected the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman would on his part have produced ar- 
guments that might be thought of weight. How very great 
then was his aſtoniſhment, when inſtead of arguments, he 
found the Right Honourable Gentleman's ſpeech was made 
up wholly of aſlertions. He was at all times happy to bear 
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the Right Honourable Gentleman, who either did not poſſeſs. 


the confidence, or was not acquainted with the crafty. wiles 
of miniſters. For this he was not ſorry, as their inconſiſtency. 


and 2hlurdity of conduct appeared more clearly from the 
Right Honourable Gentleman's ſpeeches. The decline and 
abjuration of violent democratic principles had on a former 


_ occahon'been much dwelt on, as the happy effect of the war, 


Vet at that moment, the prevalence of thoſe very principles 
was made the ground of the Bill propoſed by miniſters, The 
Right Honourable Gentleman had rung the alarm bell ſo 

loudly and effectually in order to prevent the diſſemination 
of thoſe principles, that he had frightened himſelf out of all 


the principles which he formerly poſſeſſed. It was argued in 
favour of the motion, that the ſpirit of turbulence and diſcon- 
tent was encreaſing among the people of this country, and the 
Bill intended to be brought in by miniſters was thought a 
neceſſary meaſure to ſecure the conſtitution from invaſion. 
He was ready to allow that diſcontent,” and that of a _ 


alarming nature, prevailed in the nation, but could it, he aſked, 
be attributed to the principles which had heen fo frequently 


held up to the publick deteſtation? Certainly not. If pro- 

perly traced, it would be found: to originate in the corruption 
and folly of miniſters, who by plunging the country into an 
= unjuſt war, produced calamities which they were unable to 
alleviate or redreſs. But taking leave of French prin- 
ciples, he would examine the outlines of the Bill, as ſtated by 
the miniſter. It was urged, that there were not only diſcon- 
tented men, but traitors in the country, who ſought in the 
meſt daring manner to deſtroy the conſtitution, That there 
were ſuch wretches he would readily admit, wretches of the 
moſt baſe and abominable kind, traitors, who ſtrove, by the 


moſt atrocious means, to ſubyert the conſtitution ; he would 
not name who thoſe traitors were, nor in what ſituations they 


were placed, but he was convinced, that if ſuffered to proceed 


in their iniquitous plans, they would inevitably produce the. 
_ dreadful effects which were ſo much affected to be appre- 
hended from popular meetings and private clubs. Mr. Grey 


declared, he could not conceive any connection between tne 
meeting at Copenhagen-houſe and the outrage which had 


been committed on his majeſty's perſon; ſo far from it, he 
ſaid, he would rather incur the imputation of acting with 


thoſe men to whom miniſters alluded, than ſuffer the motion 
made that night to paſs without his moſt marked diſapproba- 


tion; conſidering it as he did, as an attempt to rob the 


people of their deareſt rights and enſlave the nation. i 


# 
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le declared he had not read the ſpeeches which were de- 
livered at Copenhagen-houſe; but fince the Right Honout- 
able Gentleman had alluded to the perſons who were acquit- 
ted in the trials for ſedition, he would take that opportunity 
to ſay, that he exulted in their acquittal, and conſidered that 
British liberty was, in that inftance, by the conſtitutional ex- 
ertions of a jury, reſcued from the moſt flagitious and daring 
attack ever made on it. He believed minifters were deeply 
affected that they had not ſucceeded on that occaſion ; but it 
appeared from the preſent motion, that they intended to enſure 
their ſucceſs on a future day. Are not the laws, as they 
now ſtand,” exclaimed Mr, Grey, © ſufficient to prevent or 
ſuppreſs ſeditious meetings? What tumult occurred in con- 
ſequence: of the meeting at Copenhagen-houſe? Was not 
government fully enabled by the aſſiſtance of the civil and 
military power to quell any riot that might have happened? 
But the event of that aſſembly was, it would appear, not 
conſonant to the expectation of miniſters. The people aſ- 
ſembled and diſperſed in the moſt peaceable manner, and the 
ſpeeches delivered there, of which ſuch artful uſe is made; did 
not excite the leaſt commotion. IJ he ſupporters of the motion 
talked of their love. for the | conſtitution, and their deſire to 
preſerve,. by ſo ſtrange a meaſure as was that night propoſed, 
the liberties of Engliſhmen. Such declarations he muſt con- 
ſider as ſuſpicious. He felt at the moment they praiſed them- 
| ſelves for their adherence to the purity or the conſtitution, 
that they meant to wound it in its moſt vital part. An Ho- 
nourable Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) had obſerved, by 
way of palliating the evil propoſed, that in this country the 
liberty of the preſs was preſerved in its fulleſt extent. Ought 
we therefore to be deprived of the liberty of ſpeech? It had 
been preſſed as an argument, that government could not be 
ſupported by other means. If it could not be ſupported by 
other means, the queſtion naturally. ariſes, ſhould it be ſup» 
ported at all? The beſt governments. would occaſionally 
excite diſcontent; and why ſhould not a government dif. - 
graced: by miniſters, whoſe: baſeneſs and folly have degraged 
the country, whoſe fooliſh and ruinous ſyſtem has univerſally 
propagated diſcontent and every where produced the ſevere 
reprobation of their meaſures, produce the ſame effect in a 
more eminent degree. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
who ſpoke laſt has obſerved, that a regular plan of attack 
was formed for ſubverting the conſtitution, and that the ſame 
manner of proceeding was adopted, that had cauſed the re- 
volution in France. What, ſaid Mr, Grey, is the fyſtem of 
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it forward. 
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defence, what are the tactics with which this attack is to 
be repelled? Miniſters propoſe to cruſh the people, and 
muſt neceſſarily geſtroy the conſtitution, under the fiimly pre- 
tence of defending it; a dangerous plan, a plan unhkly to 
ſucceed, it being infinitely. more probable that they will cruſh 
themſelves, Mr. Grey concluded by obſerving, that he 
would on every occaſion oppoſe ſo deteſtable a meaſure. = 

Mr. Montague. acquitted miniſters of inconſiſtency, and 


contended that the object of the meetings alluded to, was 
but too evidently to ſubvert the conſtitution. 


Mr. Buxton ſaid, 4 or 500 people had aſſembled in his 
neighbourhood, who, he was confident, had it not in idea 
to amend, but to overturn the copſtitution. - To effect this 
was clearly the object of moſt of thoſe popular meetings. 
He would therefore give his fupport to the Bill, but hoped it 
would be repealed when the neceſſity of the times wed no 


: longer juſtify it. 


r. Bouverte ſaid, he would vote for bringing i in Ihe Bil | 

but ſhould oppoſe it in its future progreſs. _ 
The Houſe then vided on the G ancellor of the Exche- 
A 'S motion. | | | 
Tr Ayes = + 5 8 214 
Moes 535 , au ih” 


| Majority 4 172 


Cell OF THE HOUSE, 
Mr. Fox with his uſual energy urged a variety of 8 


5 to prove the neceſſity of a call of the houſe previous of the 


ultimate deciſion of the houſe on a Bill of ſo much import 


ance. He concluded with moving a call. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he would not oppoſe the call 
though, in general, he thought a call of the houſe either nu- 


gatory or haraſſing. In this particular inſtance, however, it 


might be proper, as he was willing to own, that unleſs it was 


obvious that this Bill had the concurrence of the majority of 


the people of England, it ought not to be paſſed into a law. 


That it would be found to have ſuch concurrence he had no 
doubt, having been beſieged in his office, for months paſt, 
with applications for ſuch a Bill; and it was yah advice of 

e 


a number of „ that miniſters had at a brought | 


Mr. Sheridan. hoped ond truſted, that beten the Bil, 


| which would ſtrike fo fatal a blow at the freedom of Engliſh- 


_ was brought! in, the voice of would be _ 
| | rom 
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from every corner of the kingdom, deprecating an evil fo ru- 
inous in its conſequences, iniſters, he” obferved, ſeemed 
deſirous to ſhift from themſelves the infamy of this meaſure, 
by ſaying, they had been adviſed to bring it forward many 
months ſooner. He could fafely charge them with the moſt 
glaring inconſiſtency, fince in the. firft inſtance they declared 
the outrage committed on the perſon of the king to be the 
ground- work of the meaſure, and 3 afterwards ad- 

mitted, that they had ſuch a Bill in contemplation before the 
outrage took place. The attempt to conceal the authors oſ 
the Bill, was an acknowledgement, on their own parts, of the 


moſt dangerous tendency. They wiſhed to make it doubt- 


ful from whence it came. He had no doubt but that, if time 
were given, the Honourable Gentleman would find the opi- 
nion of the public very pointedly expreſſed, and very loudly, 
againſt a Bill which ſtruck at the foundation of Britiſh liberty. 


A Bill which was called for by no circumſtances, except 


what he believed miniſters called, the PROvIDENTIAL outrage 
on his Majeſty. | | 3 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in anſwer to the charge E 


of inconſiſtency, ſaid, the late atrocious attack, perhaps, had 
_ expedited the Bill, and made the ſentiment general, as to its 
immediate neceſſity ; but many gentlemen of high authority 
had before confidered it politic and expedient, and poſſibly 
it wouid have : produced if no ſuch accident had hap- 
pened. Where then was the inconſiſtency? But he thought 
a call of little avail when he looked round and ſaw ſo full 
an attendance. With regard to the call, he would only fay 
that he would not oppoſe it ultimately; but as gentlemen had 
ſaid that the objetion was to the Pres and not to the de- 
tail in the committee, the principle might as well be diſcuſſed 
on the third reading as at any other ſage He thought it 
would not be doing his duty if he admitted of any delay, and 
therefore he gave that notice, that the Bill would be pro- 
duced in a day or two, that it would be read a firſt and ſe- 
_ ond time, and go through the committee before the call. 
Mr. Grey thought it would have been the higheſt aggra- 


vation of the injury when the people were to be deprived of 
their liberties by this odious meaſure, that they ſhould not 
have the conſolation 8 the collective opinion of their 


repreſentatives, but that it ſhould be triumpnantly carried 
through by a miniſterial majority; that he truſted miniſters 
would find the ſenſe of the nation on this moſt deteſtable Bill, 
2s pointedly declared as it ever was on any queſtion. The 
Honourable Gentleman had more than once found that the 

Vol. I. 179. | majority 
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majorit of that houſe did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the nation; 
on the Ruſſian armament, the voice of the people. loudly de- 


clared had ſzved the nation from a war, in which the majority 
ol that houſe would have involved us. The Honourable Gen- 


tleman was at times for the majority of the houſe againſt the 


voice of the people —at others, for the voice of the people 


againſt the ory, as the one or the other would beſt ſuit 
his purpoſe. He no nd t | 
and ſaid, there was no reaſon for a call, What was the at- 


tendance? not one half of the houſe. Surely the people of 


England had a right to expect that a Bill of ſuch dreadful 
import ſhould at leaſt be diſcuſſed in a full houſe. He aſſured 


the honourable member, that he ſhould oppoſe it in every le- 
gal way, both in that houſe and out of it; and that he hoped 


this laſt ſtruggle for the rights of Engliſhmen would be made 
with firmnefs. „ 8 | 

Mr. Maurice Robinſon joined him in ſaying, that he hoped 
time would be given at leaſt to utter the laſt bitter groans of 
expiring liberty. We . 

not think it neceſſary, on account of the call, to delay the 
ſtages of the Bill. Mr. Fox ſaid, he hoped that more reſpect 
would be paid to the repreſentatives of the people, than wan- 
tonly to hurry through a meaſure of this kind, If the call 
was important, it was that they might diſcuſs the Bill in all 


its ſtages, and particularly in the ſtage uſual for diſcuſſing the 


principle. 


Mr. Sheridan faid, the Right Han. Gentleman, by hurry- 


Ing the Bill through the committee before the call, did not 


treat the abſent members fairly; they were left in the diſa- 
greeable dilemma of ſwallowing that moſt fatal poiſon to Bri- 
tiſh liberty altogether ; or entirely diſſenting from the Bill. 
Many of. the abſent members, like himſelf, would, if they 
could not ſucceſsfully oppgſe the pernicious principle of the 
Bill, try, if poſſible, to take out ſome of its ſting, when it was 
in the committee; for his own part, he thought it neceſſary 
to declare, that he ſhould not content himſelf with oppoſing 
the principle; he ſhould oppoſe the Bill in every ſtage, in the 


committee as well as out of it; and in the detail as well as 


7 the prices.” 8 7 e = 
I be Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he only meant that 
there was no occaſion for delay; the call did not prevent 
_ gentlemen from attending before the third reading. The Bill 
Would be ready to come into the houſe in a day or two, and 
then they might proceed as uſual through the ſtages of go 


e now looked round to the preſent attendance, 


Mr. Fur took notice of Mr. Pitt's aſſertion, that he ſhould 
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The houſe then agreed to the motion for the call, which 


at the table, | „ | 7 
The preamble having been agreed to be poſtponed, their 
lordſhips proceeded to fill up the blanks and amend the clauſes 


was ſettled for that day fortnight, and adjourned. . 


HOUSE OF LO 


WzꝭrEspav, November iI1. 


Tze Order of the Day, for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole houſe, on the Bill for the ſafety and 
preſervation of his majeſty's perſon and government, againſt 


treaſonable and ſeditious practices and attempts, being 


moved, it was read 0 2 the Lord Chancellor there- 
ord Walſingham took his ſeat 


upon left the woolſack, and 


of the Bill. 


| Lord Grenville in conforciey to his promiſe, moved to omit 
the words, “or malicious and adviſed ſpeaking,” which was 
agreed to. 2 717... oo lg ng 
The Duke of Leeds moved, to inſert in the firſt clauſe, 
certain words of the ſtatute of the 25th of Edward III. in 


order to render the charging of an overt act of treaſon in the 
indictment, and declaring it neceſſary for that act to be proved 
in evidence by two witneſſes of the ſame condition with the 
perſon indicted, previous to conviction. "This amendment 
gave riſe to a diſcuſſion, between Lord Thurlow, the Lord 


Chancellor, and Lord Chief Fuſtice Kenyon, in which the Ear! 


ef Lauderdale occaſionally took part. In the courſe of it the 
hiſtory of the treaſon laws, with the practice of the courts 
under them, the various powers exerciſed at different periods 


by the Attorney General, from the reign of Richard II. down 


to that of Queen Anne, and ftill more recently was ſtated, 
explained, and animadverted upon, at conſiderable length. . In 


ſupport of their different arguments, a variety of caſes, and 
precedents were cited from the law books, and other grave 


authorities; among others, Lord Coke, Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hale, Judge Keeling, and Mr. Juſtice Forſter. The noble 
and learned lords differed ſtrongly upon ſome few particular 


points; the Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Juſtice 


agreeing coy in their view of the Bill, and of the ap- 


plication of the caſes cited in illuſtration of the law of treaſon, 


and Lord Thurlow maintaining a different doctrine in ſome 
reſpects. Much of the argument turned on the queſtion, 
bow far it was requiſite to expreſs in the Bill that an overt act 
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ſhould be charged in the indictment for high treaſon, and on 
the criminal extent of words? It was agreed on all hands 
that mere looſe words did not conſtitute an overt act of trea- 
| fon, but that words coupled with an action corroborative of 
the deſign or menace to kill the king, expreſſed in ſuch words, 
was an overt act of treaſon, and capable of being ſo charged 
in an indictment for compaſſing the death of the king. | 
Each of the noble lords ſpoke in terms of marked indigna- 
tion, at the practice that at one time obtained in caſes of pro- 
a for treaſon, where the Judge who was to try, and the 


Attorney General who was to proſecute, held a previous con- 


 Fltation in order to find out how they might moſt hamper the 
- culprit, and deprive him of the advantage of fair and impartial 
3 : V ö | 
The Earl of Lauderdale, pointed out a part of the clauſe 
preceding that, which the noble Duke and the learned 
Fords had been ſpeaking to, that in his mind, called for 
the inſertion of ſome words of explanation. He wiſhed 
to know, whether the kingdom of Corſica was to be conſidered 
as annexed to the crown of Great Britain, or as belonging to 
George the IIId. and his heirs and ſucceſſors. He conceived, 
that if miniſters came to negociate with the French, as they 
had profeſſed every inclination to do, formally acknowledging 
Corſica to be annexed to the crown of Great Britain, might 


bde the means of retarding, or indeed might prove a bar to the 


return of peace; and yet it ſhould appear by this Bill, as it 
now ſtood, that Corſica was formally annexed to the domi- 
nions of his majeſty, by that part of the clauſe 'immediately 
before the committee, which makes -it treaſonable to ru 
the ſovereign from the ſtyle, honour, or kingly name, of the 
imperial crown af this realm, or any other of his majeſty's 
dominions or countries. His wiſh was, in order to remove the 
poſſibility of any obſtacle, ſuch as he had deſcribed, ſtanding 
in the way of a negociation, to introduce a clauſe to except 

from the penalties of this part of the Bill, the attempts to 
depoſe his majeſty from the kingdom of Corſica, or any of 
his dominions gained fince the war. And made himſelf 
maſter of the precedents either immediately bearing upon, 
or carrying any analogy to the ſubject of the Bill under con- 


* 


ſideration. N 
Lord Grenville ſaid, the words objected to by the noble 
Earl, were perfectly clear and intelligible, and that notwith- 
ſanding the noble Earl's ingenuity, in endeavouring to have 
it conceived that the preſent Bill, or any part of it, wou! 


do. - 
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| bear upon any negotiation for peace, that might take place, 
n 1 that effect in any poſlible Wh Fl WON 
Aſter ſome farther converſation, Lord Lauderdale waved his 
At length the Duke of Leeds withdrew his amendment, and 
the Lord Chancellor moved that the words © or other overt 
act, or deed, ſhould be inſerted after the words © any print- 
ing, writing,” which was agreed to. 55 3 
3 en the committee came to the ſecond clauſe, the Duke 
of Leeds moved, that in the expreflion © eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment and conſtitution of tis realm, there ſhould be omitted 
the words, . government and,” meaning afterwards, his 
| Grace ſaid, to move to infert the words & conſiſting of King 
Lords, and Commons,” as he conceived, the conſtitution fo 
defined, would perfectly anſwer the purpoſe of the Bill, and 
_ exclude the poſſibility of miſconſtruction. F 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he was not aware that the word * go- 
vernment' was of ſo vague and indefinite a nature, as to ren- 
der it likely to create doubts upon the meaning of the clauſe; 
if however, the noble Duke and the houſe were of that opinion, 
he ſaw at preſent no objection to the words ſuggeſted by the 
noble Duke. TS | B 
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Tbe Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was rather inclined to think, 


that the amendment of the noble Duke would tend to create 
that very confuſion which it was intended to prevent. He, 
however, did not pretend to give a decided opinion upon the 
ſubject, but merely ſpoke from the firſt impreffion which the 
propoſition had made upon his mind. If theſe words were in- 
ſerted, it would be neceſſary, in framing an inditment upon 
this Bill, to introduce the very words of it, and to * that 
ſuch an act was done, or words ſpoken, with intent to deſtroy, 
Kc. the conſtitution, conſiſting of King, Lords, and Com- 
mom. 5 | „„ 

If the law ſtood fo, it would be eaſy to write a moſt atro- 
cious libel with impunity from this Bill? For inſtance, he 
might write thus, © the conſtitution of England conſiſts of 
King, Lords, and Commons, but I do not like an hereditary 
monarchy, it is an abſurdity. I think an hereditary houſe of 

Lords ftill worſe; and I think the Commons ſhould be 

_ Choſen in a very different manner; I would have an elective _ 
monarchy, and the digaity of Peerage ſhould be granted only 
for life, or for a Seſſion of Parliament.” Here was an in- 
ſtance of a man admitting the conſtitution, as conſiſting of 
King, Lords, and Commons, and yet deſtroying the very 
foundation of the conſtitution, He only ſtated this as illuſ- 


— 
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trative, a doubt that ſtruck him upon the ſudden, not having 
really had time to turn it in his mind ſufficiently to decide 
upon it, he therefore wiſhed the noble Duke would poſtpone 
his amendment, to enable their lordſhips to conſider the effect 
«fil... . OS ds A Ong Or ep Ss Pe FTW 7 FE 
| a Lord Thurlow ſaid, it was difficult to define, with logical 
accuracy, the terms government and conſtitution. He re- 
probated with great ſeverity, the attempt to vilify or degrade 
the perſon of his majeſty, which he reckoned a ſubject too 
ſacred for petulant and wanton attacks. With regard to the 
operation of the penal enactment in this clauſe, it was too ſevere 
in many. caſes to which it might be applied. He confeſſed he 
was not one of thoſe who ſaw in the preſent times ſuch cauſe 
for alarm as ſome did; he ſtated this for the ſake of candour ; 
be was ready to admit, that thoſe who did really think there 
was danger, were juſtifiable in bringing forward reſtrictive 
meaſures. But the great and important point to be conſi- 
dered was, whether the enactments contained in this Bill were 
calculated to attain the deſired end, and to prevent the circu- 
lation of traſh, about which much had been ſaid, but which did 
not cauſe ſo much alarm in his mind as it did in that of others. 
Was it a matter of ſuch criminality as that to which he had 
alluded, to fay that it was an abuſe that 20 acres of -land 
below Old ee Hill ſhould ſend two repreſentatives to 
Parliament ?. Vet this might be conſidered as tending to create 
a diſlike of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution, ſince under it ſuch a 
222; actually exiſted... non lhe ious auf nn 
_ He was decidedly of opinion, that the preſent laws of the 
country were fully adequate to the puniſhment and reſtraint 
of the crimes which this clauſe was meant to embrace. He 
was one of thoſe who admired the wiſdom, and ſubſcribed to 
_ the truth, of the preamble of Philip and Mary, that exceſſive 
puniſhments rather tended to increaſe than prevent crimes. 
His lordſhip then proceeded to put a variety of caſes, in which 
he thought this clauſe liable to cenſure, but particularly that 


part which enaCted ſeven years tranſportation, which he 


diſapproved of entirely, as unneceſſarily cruel and rigor- 
ous. It was not, he thought, from the want of pro- 
per laws that dangerous principles had been diſſeminated, 
and had aſſumed a threatening aſpect, but becauſe theſe 
laws had not been enforced by the executive power to 
remedy the evil, and to puniſh the offenders. New acts and 
ſevere penalties appeared to him but little calculated to attan 
the object propoſed. Indeed, he was convinced in his own 
mind, and his opinion was confirmed by the authority of the 
ſtatute book, that ſevere penal laws could never conduce ” | 


— 
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the ſafety of a prince, or to the preſervation of any conſtitu= _ 

tion. A jury would be inclined to acquit a perſon proſecuted - 
under the penalties of this Bill, who was guilty. of the facts 
in the indictment, rather than expoſe him to tranſportation . 
to Botany-bay for ſeven years.. it was by accommodating 

the ſeverity of puniſhment to the magnitude of the 'offence, 

and by properly exerciſing the moderate penalties of the laws, 

in every caſe which occurred, that crimes were to be reſtrain- 

ed. In adverting to the ſucceeding clauſe of the Bill, which 

places the power of proſecution at the diſcretion of a minii- 

ters, his lordſhip obſerved, that though he would not believe 

or ſuſpect that the preſent adminiſtration could convert to an 

_ Improper ule any authority with which they might be in- 

| veſted, there was much danger that in future in might be 

miſapplied. The miniſter might chooſe to protect one cul- 

prit, while he launched the whole vengeance of the law upon 

another. He might even employ, for ſiniſter purpoſes, ciea- 

tures to commit treſpaſſes under this Bill, from the puniſh- 


ment of which he might wiſh to ſhield them, or even in the 


| caſe of a conviction, where he might prevent the puniſhment 
it inflicted. Theſe he ſtated as matters in poſfibility. He 
was therefore againſt the whole clauſe, as it ip ple the 
puniſhment for a felony to a miſdemeanor, and thus, at once 
jet aſide all diſtinction between crimes and puniſhments, As 
ſoon as his lordſhip had concluded his ſpeech he left the 


houſe, | : ; 
| The Lord Chancellor ſaid, that he was ſurpriſed, at the 
opinion which the noble and learned Lord had expreſſed. 
Were any of their Lordſhips to learn that light and trivial - 
offences were not the object of the Bill. The magnitude of 
the crimes againſt which this clauſe was directed, muſt be 
obvious to every noble Lord, who read or heard of the pub- 
lications with which the preſs teemed, and which were diſ- 
_ tributed daily through the 8 In their conſequences and 
utmoſt extent, they aimed at the ſubverſion of every part of 
the conſtitution. They taught the people that royalty was 
an uſurpation of their rights, and an ariſtocracy a nuiſance to 
which they ought 3 to ſubmit. They laboured to perſuade 
them that they had no political exiſtence, that they were 
| laves, and that they. ought to aſſert their importance; and 
menaced the ſame evils which this country had once expe- 
rienced, and of which a neighbouring nation afforded a diſ- 
tint and a never to be forgotten example. Were ſuch 
enormities, which aimed at the vitals of the conſtitution, too 
rigorouſly puniſhed by the penalties of this Bill? Let their 
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Lordſhips recolle& alſo, that it was not for the firſt offence 
chat this puniſhment could be inflicted ; it was only after a 
man had braved the laws of his country, and had perſiſted to 
violate them, and after a moderate correction; it was only in 
ſuch a cafe that he could be tranſported, and ſurely, for the repe- 
tition of fuch a crime, ſuch a puniſhment was not too ſevere. 
+ "Phe Duke of Leeds here roſe, and apologized for ſpeaking 
of aclauſe which was not then before the houſe, he meant the 
clauſe for reſerving to peers and members of the other houſe 
the privilege of ſpeech, which he conceived to be an un- 
neceflary proviſion, and propoſed to omit that part of the clauſe 
when it came under conſideration. _ Us tay wu 5 
The Earl of Mansfield in a ſhort, but moſt pointed ſpeech, 
Tupparted the Z ien 0 the Lord eee i or 
The Earl of Lauderaale ſaid, that nothing he had heard 
had effaced the impreſſion made on his mind by the excellent 
_ obſervations of his noble and learned friend {Lord Thurlow). 
Inſtead of meeting the arguments of his noble and learned 
friend, the noble Lord had painted in glowing colours the 
_ atrocious tendency of the publications in circulation, and had 
deſcanted with great eloquence, and with a judicious ſeaſon- 
ableneſs upon the evils which ſuch principles had produced in 
France, as if the learned Lord (Thurlow) had been inſen- 
table vf the criminality of the conduct of ſuch men, and in- 
different to the effects it might produce. His noble and 
learned friend had demonſtrated upon general principles, and 
upon the authority of the ſtatute book, which he had ſtrength- 
ened by his own opinion, that the rigorous penalties in the 
Bill would counteract its intention, would be favourable to the 
cauſe it was meant to extinguiſh, and would defeat the views 
of Juſtice. To none of theſe points had a ſatisfactory anſwer 
been given. He had intended to move, that this whole clauſe 
ſhould be omitted, but at any rate, he wiſhed, if it were to 
de retained, that it ſhould be extended to Scotland, for did 
not the epithets of cruel and rigorous, which had been applied 
to the penalties it enacted, by his noble and learned friend, 
Mill reverberate in his ear, he would have called the proviſions 
it contained mild and gentle, and mild they certainly were 
in compariſon of the ſyſtem of criminal law to which that 
country was now expoſed,  _ CM {LETS 
Anticipating as his noble and learned friend had done, 
| the proviſion which placed in the hands of miniſters the power 
of proſecutions, he ſaid that it was unneceſſary to impute in 
imagination greater miſchicis to the preſent miniſters than 
their conduct had in reality produced. It was eaſy to con- 


* 


_ 
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ceive that there might be men at the head of affairs in this 
country, who would be diſpoſed to puniſh rigorouſly the per- 
ſon who attacked one branch of the conftitution, while they 


would cheriſh” the libeller of the other. Some one might 


repreſent the "monarchy as independent of the Parliament. 


Such anbfferider might find his ſafety from the puniſhment 


of this Bill in the ſimilarity of ſentiments of the miniſters; 
and might ſecurely ſtrike at the foundation of two parts of 
the conſtitution, while he proved his zeal and attachment to 
the throne. The different opinions of whig and tory might 
be the ſubje& of ſupport, or of preſcription. A period 
might exift when, as in the preſent days, the principles which 
placed his majeſty on the throne would be deteſted as the 
ſymptoms of diſaffection, while the advocates of prerogative 
might find their abettors in the boſom of the cabinet. The 
Bill would, in ſhort, put it in the power of any miniſter to 
puniſh only thoſe attacks on the conſtitution, and even to 


perſecute thoſe doctrines which were obnoxious to themſelves, 
and enable them to protect thoſe opinions which, though 


agreeable to their own ſentiment, were hoſtile to the prin- 
ciples of the eonſtitution. 


| The Biſhop of Rochefter ſtrenuouſiy ſupported the clauſe, 


| and every part of the Bill. His Lordſhip took notice of 
Lord Thurlow's alluſion to the queſtion that might ariſe 
upon the ſtatement of the nature of election peculiar to the 
borough of Old Sarum, or any other place, and faid, the 
particular diſeuſſion of the mode of election in any particular 
| borough was, he took for granted, not intended, nor indeed 
in reafon could it be comprehended within the purview of 
the clauſe. He conceived the Bill to be neceſſary, becauſe 
any attack againſt either of the three branches of the legiſ- 


lature was equally dangerous and criminal, and if miniſters 


did any thing that was wrong, they were reſponſible for 
what they did. Is e | 
Lord Grenville replied to what had fallen from Lord Lau- 
derdale and Lord Thurlow, and expreſſed a wiſh that the 
noble and learned Lord had not left the Houſe immedi- 
ately after having made ſuch obſervations as they had juſt 


heard, His lordſhip in manly terms declared, that he differed | 


from the noble and learned lord in much of his argument, and 


aſſigned his reaſons, which from the nature of them, he maſt in 


his own mind be aware, would call for a reply. He had many 
points to combat, which the noble and learned Lord had laid 
down, but he felt himſelf deprived of the opportunity of anſwering 
them in the manner that he wiſhed to have done. With res 

Vo. I. 1795. „„ 
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gard to the whole of the clauſe, every man muſt feel, and 
every man mult acknowledge, that lihels of the moſt daring 

and dangerous nature were daily publiſhed, tending to excite 
ſedition, and to diſturb, if not to ſubvert the government and 


conſtitution of the country, for which, the law as it ſtood 


had as yet provided no adequate remedy. With regard to 
the danger that the noble and learned lord had ftated, as 


likely to ariſe. from entruſting miniſters with ſuch powers, 
what other ſecurity had the people, or could the people have 


for the due and faithful execution of all the various powers 


and authorities veſted in government, but the reſponſibility 


of miniſters; that was the ſecurity which the conſtitution 


gave, and the only ſecurity, that in the nature of things could 
be given. 1 


expreſſing a with for more time to turn the propoſed amend- 


ment in his mind, the Duke of Leeds readily agreed to ſuſ- | 


pend its confideration till a future ſtage of the Bill. 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe again and ſaid, that the queſ- 


tion moved by the noble Duke being diſpoſed of, he felt it 
his duty to anſwer the remark of the noble Lord, when he 
ſtated the impropriety of his noble and learned friend having 


left the houſe. He defended the noble and learned Lord 
from any charge of diſreſpect to the Houſe, by reminding 


their Lordſhips how liable his noble and learned friend was 
to indiſpoſition; ſure he was, that his noble and learned friend 


bad not been actuated by the ſmalleſt wiſh to avoid the diſ- 


cuſſion of ſuch a queſtion. His great experience and ability, 
the uniform decorum and reſpect with which he had ſo long 
preſided in that houſe, and the particular ſtrength of argu- 


ment which he had that day uſed, were ſufficient grounds 
for his defence, even if they did not know that his ftate 


of health was. ſuch that it prevented him from remaining 
ſo long as he himſelf wiſhe', or fo long as from his great 
ability, not only be, but the houfe, would wiſh for bis 
preſence. If the reſpouſibility ſo much talked of meant 
any thing that could immediately affect the perſons, 
characters, or fortunes of miniſters, they all knew how 
_ Enquiries tending to that iſſue had been treated, particularly 
ſince. the preſent miniſters had been in power; and here 
| be wuſt repeat what he had faid on a former night, and what 
never could be. forgotten, as coming from the mouth of a 
noble Duke (the Duke of Portland) now high in office, 
that he ſincerely believed that much of the calamities and diſ- 
treſſes under Which the country now ſuffered was owing to 


the ntiſconduct of the perſons at preſent in office. . 


After farther converſation, and upon the Lord Chancellor 
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The Lord Chancellor regretted that he ſhould ever have to 
remark upon any thing diſorderly in that houſe, though he 
_ certainly could not admit that the noble and learned Lord had 
been perfectly in order. After having advanced opinions 
upon clauſes of the Bill which were afterwards to be diſcuſſed, 
it was but reaſonable and juſt that he ſhould have waited till 
he had underſtood whether thoſe opinions were confirmed or 
controverted ; indeed aſter ſuch a ſp-ech as the noble and 
ſearned Lord had made, he was ſcarcely at liberty to leave the 
houſe, untill his argument had either been acceded to or an- 
ſwered. He was ſenſible how incompetent he was to make 
any obſervations upon the ſpeech of that noble and learned 
Lord who had preceded him upon the woolſack, and whom 
he followed as cloſely as he could, though haud paſſibus equis ; 
but there were ſome parts of it from which he could not help 
differing in opinion. Inſtead of difapproving of the clauſe in 
which it is provided that no perſon ſhall be proſecuted unleſs 
it be by order of the king or of his council, he admired it 
becauſe it removed the odium from attaching to any particular 
individual, and made his Majeſty's Secretary of State, and 
the various perfons who compoſed his council, reſponſible for 
the indictment of every perſon. So far then from its being 
an engine in the hands of government to accelerate any fum- 
mary proceſs, it became a check upon the government, and 
retarded the proſecution, It had been objected alſo by another 
noble Lord that too. much - diſcretionary power was entrufted 
to the Secretaries of State in leaving them the liberty to pro- 
fecute or not, as they ſhould think proper; but ſurely the noble 
and learned Lord, as well as the noble Earl, had forgotten 
that as the law now ſtands, there is a ſimilar diſcretion in the 
office and authority of the Attorney General. The Attorney 
General at preſent may file an information againſt any perſon 
for an offence which he deems cognizable, and may after- 
wards follow it yp with an indictment, and at a ſubſequent 
ſtage, he may iſſue his writ of #07 praſegui, and all further 
proceedings muſt be quaſhed, It was clear therefore that the 
clauſe was both neceflary and well planned, ſince it took the 
whole reſponſibility out of the hands of the Attorney General, 
and reſted it on the King's miniſters and every perſon who 
compoſed his Majeſty's privy council, who would of courſe be 
cautious how they ated. _ TR, 35 
The Earl of Lauderdale imagined that the noble Lord ſup- 
poſed his noble and learned Friend had loſt the uſe of his 
| faculties with his health, and no longer remembered any thing 
ot the Jaw or conſtitution of the country. His noble and 
, nag Ts learned 
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learned Friend could not ſurely be ſuppoſed ignorant of the 
power and authority of the Attorney Geng ral 10 file an infor- 
mation, follow it up with an indictment, and afterwards 
_ abandon. it with a writ of oli proſegui. His noble and learned 
Friend had very wiſely remonſtrated againſt the entruſting 
ſuch a diſcretionary power to his Majeity's miniſters or privy 


council, not becauſe they might firſt commence a proſecution 
and afterwards abandon it with a writ of uli proſequi, when they 


found they had not ſufficient proofs of criminatign, but becauſe | 
they were at liberty to proſecute upon any trifling mi{demeanour, 


where they were prejudiced, while they paſſed over offences of 
more magnitude with impunity. Indeed, he had rather the power 


ſhould ſtill have remained with the Attorney General, for he 
was a man that had been uſed to exerciſe his reaſon, to ex- 


amine and compare facts, and then draw his concluſions, 
whereas the perſons who formed his Majeſty's privy council 


were by habit diſpoſed to ſee things through a particular, and 


perhaps a prejudiced medium. He never therefore could be 


convinced of the benefit or propriety of ſuch a clauſe, and 
conſequently gave it his decided oppoſition. | | 


The Lord Chancellor ſaid he never fo far flatteted himſelf 


as to imagine he ſhould be able to, convince the noble Earl, 
he begged leave to ſtate however, that any perſon under an 


indictment of treaſon, or ſedition, was already as much under 


tze direction and controul of his Majeſty's miniſters and 


privy council, as they could be after the paſſing of this Bill, 
for after the Attorney General has framed the indictment, it 
is not in his power to ſtop the proceedings, unlels authorized 
by the ſign manual of his Majeſty ſo to do, mY 


- 


The Earl of Caernarven expreſſed a hope that this Bill 
would not weaken or do away the authority of the Houſe of 
Commons to impeach any miniſter who ſhould maliciouſly 
and adviſedly incite or ſtir up the people to the hatred or dit- 
like of his Majeſty or the conſtitution. He underſtood that 


the Houſe of Commons maintained this authority, in what 


particular right that authority was founded he was not able to 


determine, and therefore, as it was neceſſary the Bill ſhould 


there being as much miſchief to be apprehended from miniſters 


K Son HT © 


_ The Lord Chancellor informed the noble Earl that no 
criminal proceedings could be inftituted againſt a miniſter 
but by impeachment, and that although an impeachment 


might originate in the Houſe of Commons, it muſt be tried 


 betore their lo:dſhips, Therefore the law in ſuch caſes re- 


mained | 
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mained preciſely as it Was, and this Bill had nothing to do 
with it. | 9 nk Os | 4 
It was ſuggeſted by the Nuke. of Leeds, that there obvi+ 
ouſly was a degree in all acts of ſedition, and from the 
difference of circumſtances ſome were leſs criminal than 
others, it would be proper to alter the penal part of the 
clauſe, and inſtead of adjudging tranſportation far ſeven 
years for all conviction. of high miſdemeanours under 
the act, to leave the puniſhment to the diſcretion of the | 
Canes: ;5 its 3 1 3 
Lord Grenville, admitted the propriety of the propoſed 
amendment, and after farther converiation it was modified, 
and ſettled to ſtand as follows, e 
And if any perſon or perſons ſhall, after being ſo con- 
« victed, offend a ſecond time, and be thereupon. convicted, 
« before any commiſſion of yer and terminer, or gaol de- 
« livery, or in his Majeſty's Court of Kings's Bench, ſuch, 
e perſon or perſons may, on ſuch ſecond conviction, be ad- 
% judged, at the diſcretion of the court, either to be baniſhed. N 
« this realm, or to-be tranſported to ſuch place, as ſhall be Fane 
« appointed by his Majeſty for the tranſportation of offenders, 1 
for ſuch term as the court may appoint, not exceeding 
“ ſeven years. No FT OY, OT 
The Duke of Bedford declared, he could not let the clauſe 
paſs without giving it his decided oppoſition. He looked 
upon it as a daring attack and flagitious outrage on the liberty 
of the ſubject, and ſelt as a man that might incur the penalty 
in making this declaration. He then adverted to the obſer- 
vations of a noble Prelate, and in contradiction to him, ſaid, 
he muſt regard every borough as a component part of the 
Houſe of Commons, and every law a component part of the 
conſtitution. Otherwiſe, according to the opinions of the 
noble Prelate, a man might firſt write or ſpeak againſt the re- 
preſentatign of the borough of Old Sarum with impunity, 
and ſo go on ſingly, from borough to borough, and from, 
county to county, till he had ſhewa that the whole ſyſtem of 
the repreſentation of the Houſe of Commons was corrupt, 
and upon this principle he. concurred in the ſentiments of a 
noble Earl for the proviſion of a clauſe to prevent miniſters 
from deſtroying that branch of the legiſlature, or in other 
Words, exciting or ſtirring up the people to. hatred or diſlike 
of the conſtitution ; for to ſuch tendencies. they are in ge- 
neral too prone, A | | | | 


Lord Darnley ſpoke in favour of the Bill, 
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The Bifo1p of Rocheſter thanked the noble Duke for the 


honour he had done him in noticing what he ſaid, and in or- 


der to explain his meaning more fully, repeated his argument 
reſpecting the borough of Old Sarum, declaring, at the 
fame time, that he concurred with the noble Duke that, if 
any perſon were fo to proceed through the whole ſtate of the 
repreſentation of the Houſe of Commons, or through all the 


laws and ſtatutes of the country, as to ſuggeſt a general con- 


cluſion, that the government was corrupt, he would jacur 
the penalties of this Bill, Common ſpeculative and philoſo- 


phical diſquiſitions, he ſaid, however, might be ti!] written 


and publiſhed, though he always thought they did more harm 
than good, for the Bill was merely dire ed againſt thoſe idle 
and feditious public meetings for the difcuſſion of the laws 
where the people were not competent to decide upon them, 


In fact he did not know what the maſs of the people in any 
country had to do with the laws but to obey them, with the 


referve of their undoubted right to petition againſt any parti- 
cular law, as a grievance on a particular deſcription of peo- 
The Earl of Lauderdale faid, a ſhort ſpeech required a 
ſhort anſwer. He ſhould have ſuppoſed the noble Prelate 
had been educated in a foreign country and not in England, 
when he declared that he did not know what the people had 


to do with laws, but to obey them. If he had been in 


Turkey and had heard ſuch a declaration from the mouth of 


a Mufti, he ſhould have attributed it to his ignorance; the de- 


Jpotic government of his country, or the bias of his religious 
opinions, but to hear a Britiſh prelate, in a Britiſh houſe or 
parliament, declare that he did not know what the people had 
to do with the laws but to obey them, filled him with wonder 
and aſtoniſhment | e 
The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he recollected the noble Prelate 


had acknowledged that he was nqt profoundly, acquainted. 


with our conſtitution, and ſo it appeared from ſuch a declara- 


tion. He begged leave, however, to inform the noble Prelate, 


that the right of the people to aſſemble and diſcuſs the laws 


was the peculiar character, and was an eſſential part of the 
conſtitution, and that by deſtroying that, they would deſtroy 


the greateſt bulwark of the conſtitution. He referred to the 


meetings of the people, upon the repeal of the ſhop tax, as an 


inſtance, among the innumerable quantity of others, if neceſ- 
ſary; and obſerved, that otherwiſe he ſhould himſelf have in- 
curred the penalty of the law, for conjoining bis name, with 
JJ SS many 
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many others, in an advertiſement for an aſſembly to be held 


the next day, to deliberate and diſcuſs the preſent Bill. 

The Biſhop. of \Roche/ler explained, by ſtating, that any 
certain body of individuals who felt themſelves particularly 
oppreſſed by any partial law, he conceived, had a right to 
meet and repreſent their grievances to the legiſlature, as the 
ſnuff manufacturers formerly did on the exciſe of ſnuff, and 
the Weſt India planters againſt the abolition of the ſlave 
The houſe then divided on the clauſe. LOS 
| | 45 
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After a ſhort converſation the houſe was reſumed, and 


notice given that the report of the committee would be re- 


* 


ceived the next day. 
| Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS:: 

e , d / ES 
A petition of the mayor, aldermen, aſſiſtants, and com- 
mon council of the borough of Colcheſter, was preſented 
by Sie George Jackſon, ſetting forth that the petitioners 
are ſhocked at, and view with the utmoſt abhorrence, 
the outrages lately committed againſt the facred perſon 
of his Majeſty, by a wicked and lawleſs ſet of miſcreants, 
at the very moment that his Majeſty. was in the execu- 
tion of his high function in the conſtitution, that of open- 


ing the parliament, that the petitioners cannot help conſider- 


ing it as a violent infraction on the privileges of parliament, 
and which wretches they conſider as the vile agents of ſome 
more ambitious and evil deſigning perſons, enemies not only 
to the beit of kings, but to the wiſeſt of all governments, 
hrmly believing that theſe Ciabolical attempts were made in 
_ conſequence of ſome premeditated deſigns and wicked deter- 


minations, formed at thoſe ſeminaries of ſedition, the afſoeia- 


tions for political debates, lectures, and clubs held in London 
and in divers parts of the country. Impreſſed with theſe 
ideas, the petitioners feel it a duty they owe to the beſt of 
conſtitutions, and to themſelves, moſt earneſtly to requeſt 
the houſe to take into their moſt ſerious conſideration the 
origin of theſe grievances, and, if the houſe ſhall find the 
laws are not ſufficiently energetic, in their preſent ſtate, to 


pre vent 


a 
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prevent the repetition of ſuch horrid attempts, the petitioners 
implore the houſe to take ſuch meaſures, either by a review 
and alteration of the old laws, or by the formation of new 
ones, as the houſe, in their wiſdom, ſhall think moſt likely 
to afford complete protection to his Majeſty's perſon and 

family, and'alſo to prevent, if ae, all ſoitious! Sharon x 
| in future. — 151 
Ordered to be laid on the table. 
A petition of a ſimilar tendency was preſented from a the 

borough of Great Yarmouth, | 

Ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Roſe brought up the Bills for allowing't the uſual duty 
on land and malt, which was read a _ Po" and ordered to 
be read a ſecond time next day. 

The Bill for permitting the 8 of certain filks i in 
ſhips from any ports at amity with his Majeſty, was read a 
firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time next day. 

Mr. Roſe moved for leave to bring in a Bill to prohibit the 
exportation of ſoap and candles for a time to be limited. 
Granted. | 
On reading the order of the day on the Bitt for prohibiting 
generally the exportation, and b generally the im- 

rtation of corn, &c. 

Mr. Ryder propofed that potatoes, as one of the. „ 
of life, ſhould be included; which being agreed to, the Bill | 
was read a third time and paſſed. 

Mr. Roſe brought in a Bill to prohibie the making of ftarch 
out of wheat, barley, rye, potatoes, or any article of the food 
of man, for a time to be limited. Read a firit time, and or- 
dered to be read a ſecond time tomorrow. 

Mr. Roſe brought in a Bill to prohibit the ien of 
low wines and ſpirits out of wheat, &c. ant to prevent 
the working of diſtilleries for a time to be limited, &c,— 
Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to · 
morrow. 

Deferred the Committees on Ways and Means and id Supply 
till Friday. 

a e 


HOUSE OF LORDS: 


Tnunspav, November . 


The Order of the day having been read; and the queſtion 


Puts that the report of the AY entitled: « 2 Act 5 - 
; a ” 
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Safety and Preſervation of his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, againſt treaſonabie and ſeditious Practices and At- 
tempts,” be now received, the report was brought up accord- 


ingly. _ 


The Duke of Leeds beggedleave to make his motion of amend- 
ment, for correcting the words“ the eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment and conſtitution of this realm, which were ſo equivocal 
and indefinite, that no certainty could be obtained as to their 
true meaning. The noble and learned Lord on the woolſack 

had ſaid, the preceding day, that his mind was not made up 

on the occaſion, and had withed that he would ſuſpend it, 
with which he had readily complied, as he ſhould ever be 
happy to comply with any wiſh of the noble and learned Lord, 

He hoped the noble and learned Lord, however, had time to 

reflect on the ſubject, and was able either to zpprove his 
amendment, or ſtate his reaſons for objecting to it. He ſhould 
therefore move—firſt, to leave out the words © eſtabliſned- 
government;“ and he ſhould afterwards move to inſert, after 
the word “ conſtitution, the words“ conſiſting of King, 
Lords, and Commons.” He concluded with moving the 
firſt amendment. 1 5 . 55 a 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he was extremely ſorry that he 
had not even yet made up his mind on the alteration which 
the noble Duke had ſuggeſted. The houſe had fat fo late, 
and his other avocations the whole of the forenoon, not al- 
lowing him properly to attend to it; he had however reflect- 
ed ſomewhat: on the ſubject, and words had occurred to him 
that might not poſlibly ſatisfy the noble Duke, in the ſtead of 
his propoſed amendment. "The words ſuggeſted by the noble 

| Duke were liable to an objection, as ſeditious expreſſions might 

_ fiill be ſpoken of the government. He would adviſe there- 
tore to add after the word conſtitution theſe words, as by 
law eſtabliſhed,”” which would tie and bind up the whole to- 
gether, and make the ſenſe and ſentence entire and complete 
Theſe were merely his firſt reflections; he wiſhed the noble 
Duke would defer his motion till the third reading. 

Ihe Duke of Leeds acquieſced, _- 3 

The Duke of Bedford ſaid, he did not riſe to object to the 
motion; but after the moſt mature conſideration, it was im- 
poſſible for him to give it his ſupport in any ſtage. He wiſh- 
ed merely to call upon the framers of the Bill to conſider the _ 
meaſure they were purſuing. That we ſhould be extending 
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our criminal code, in ſuch an enlightened age and ſuch an 71 
enlightened country that we ſhould be following the prac- 1 
tice of rude, and, he had almoſt faid, of dark and barbarous 1 

e ages, x 


Vox. I. 1795. 
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ages, was ſuch a thing as muſt aſtoniſh all Europe, and not 
only all Europe, but all the civilized parts of the globe. He 
wiſhed once more to call their lordſhips attention to the firſt 
clauſe. As far as related to the compaſling the death of the 
king, the law had wiſely made it a capital offence, becauſe, af- 
ter it was once intended, it became a matter of much eaſe to 


carry that intent into execution. There was fo ſhort an interval 


between the intention and the execution of it, that the deſign 
might be ſaid to be inſtantaneouſly effected. In the caſe of 
compaſling to levy wat, it was far different; there the laws 


could prevent the miſchief, and were already ſufficient for it, 


long before the intent could by any poſſibility be carried into 
execution. The only purpoſe it would effect, would be to 
facrifice, perhaps, ſome zealous fanatic, who might incite 


and compals the levying war, which, he would fay, he never 


could effectuate, or which the laws now exiſting were fully 
competent to cruſh before the plan could gain maturity, 

Lord Grenville hoped the noble Duke would at leaſt give 
miniſters credit, that when they deemed ſuch a Bill ne- 


ceſſary, they gave it every conſideration, not only as 


to the meaſure in general, but as to the extent to which it 
ought to be carried. He ſaw but little difference between 
compaſſing againſt the natural life of the king, and againſt 


his political life, by the levying of war, which, in its event, 


mult probably terminate the ſame ; for, it was his Majeſty's 


moſt ſacred duty, if circumſtances ſhould require it, to pro- 


. 


tect the conſtitution in perſon; and he was ſure, if ever the 


times ſhould require the performance of that duty, it would be 
_ executed by the preſent ſovereign with ardour and alacrity. 


The pecuhar exigencies of the times mult always be the ba- 


ſis of legiſlation. Whenever a peculiar evil predominates, 


it muſt be met by its appropriate remedy, At one time it 
might be more eaſy to incite the minds of men againſt the 


_ perſon of a monarch, at another time it might be with greater 
facility be attempted to attack him in his political character. 
Such reaſons would therefore prove the neceſſity of different 


meſures at different times. In this they were not following the 
practice of rude and barbarous ages, but purſuing the con- 
duct adopted by all preceding legiſlators ; for, by the ſtatute- 


book, it would appear, with the exception of only one reign 


perhaps, that proviſions were, reign after reign, made againſt 


the ſeveral ſorts of treaſons, which, from the exigencies of the 


times, were thought to be apprehended. In this meaſure, 


i therefore, they had only followed the continued uſage and 


Pr actice of their anceſtors "ap 
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The Dul⸗ of Bedford ſaid, in calling upon miniſters to 
abandon a part of their Bill, he thought he did not throw any 


reflection upon their previous conſideration of it, becauſe they 


had already themſelves abandoned ſeveral parts of the Bill. In 


' reſpect to what had been urged by the noble Lord, of the con- 


tinued practice of making treaſon laws for the exigency of the 
moment, the noble Secretary would be ſo good as to recollect 
that the caſe was at this time far different from any former one. 
In ſeveral former reigns the king's title had been called in 
queſtion, His preſent majeſty was the firſt who, for ſeveral 


reigns, could be ſaid to be firmly ſeated on his throne, His 
predeceſſors had not been without pretenders to their crowns, 


and thoſe pretenders were ſupported by many adherents. 
This offered ſome apology for ſuch extenſion of the criminal 


code; but, he again declared, it was impoſſible at this time 
to carry the compaſſing to levy war into immediate effect; 
while, on the contrary, from the practice of ciyilized nations, 


as a monarch was not always ſurrounded with his guards, 
any one almoſt might take his natural life, who would 
riſk his own in the attempt. This was ſufficient ground, in 
his mind, to make a diſtinction in the puniſhment. He la- 


mented we ſhould be extending our criminal code, while all 


civilized countries were contracting theirs. Men, indeed, 
began to think that they had not that extenſive rigut over the 


lives of their fellow-creatures, unleſs, where by murder they 


ſhewed themſelves obnoxious to their ſpecies, 
Adjourned till next day. | 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| TrvursDaAY, November 12. 


The Land and Malt Bills were read a ſecond time, and or- 
dered to be committed. | 1 3 < 
Tue Bill for allowing the importation of a certain ſort of 
Silk in ſhips from any port at amity with his Majeſty, paſſed 
the Committee, and the report was ordered to be received 
next day. | „„ Hh OE 


| The Bill to prevent the exportation of Soap and Candles 


was brought up and read a firit time: ordered to be read a 


ſecond time next day. 


The Bill to prohibit the making of Starch out of any ar- 
ticle of the food of man was read a ſecond ume, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houfe next 

| Fr, 9 The 


po 3 


SERIE] 


229 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxysc = 


The Bill to prevent the making of Low Wines and Spirits, 
from Wheat, &c. and to prohibit the working of Diſtilleries, 
for a time to be limited, was read a ſecond time, and ordered 
to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. - 
The Mater of the Rolls preſented a Petition from the in- 
babitants of Bath, (the ſame in words and effect with that 
preſented to the Houſe of Lords on the Friday preceding by 
the Duke of Portland) ſtating their abhorrence of the 
atrocious inſult offered to his Majeſty on the firſt day of the 
preſent ſeſſion of parliament; their belief that it was connected 
With certain clubs, meetings, and ſocieties held in and about 
the metropolis ; and praying that, if the laws are inadequate 
to the prevention of ſuch outrages in future, they may be 


2 9 


amended, &c. 5 5 
N Ordered to be laid on the table. FEY 


RELIEF OF THE POOR. 2p 
Ar. Sergent prefaced a motion for the better maintenance 
and employment of the poor, in that part of Great Britain 
called England, with a ſpeech of ſome length. In propor- 
tion to the ſcarcity and dearneſs of proviſions, he wiſhed ſome 
regulation might be adopted, by aſſeſſments in the ſeveral 
hundreds and diſtricts, to furniſh them relief proportionate to 
the circumſtances and exigencies of the times. . 

He concluded with moving, That leave be given to bring 
in a Bill for the better relief of the poor of that part of Great 
Britain called England, to explain and amend an act for the 
better maintenance and employment of the poor, and to en- 
large the power of the guardians of the poor within certain 
rag and diftricts, &c. &c,—Leave was given to bring in 
the Bill. wo fo # | e I 

The Secretary at Mar brought up the various Army Eſti- 
mates, &c, of the year. Which were ordered to be laid on 
the table. | e „ 07 
Nile ſaid he intended to ſubmit them to the conſideration of 

the Houſe next day ſe'nnight. | eo 
_ . General Tarleton ſaid he was glad that theſe eſtimates 
were brought forward, and that a diſcuſſion on them was ſoon 
to take place, by that criterion the people of England would 
be enabled to ſee and eſtimate the capacity of his majeſty's 
miniſters, and the proſpect of ſucceſs of the preſent war... 

The houſe having continued fill and ſilent for a few 
minutes, V . r 

Lord William Ruſſell roſe, and ſaid, that as there appeared 
to be no buſineſs before the houſe, he moved . That it ſhould 
then adjourn,” VVV mY 


Fl 
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| Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, the preſent motion was not 


conſiſtent with that ſort of civility which was commonly ob- 


ſerved on occaſions of importance. He. therefore hoped the 


noble Lord would not perſiſt in his motion, 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he did not think that the attempt which had 


been juſt made to rebuke his noble Friend was juſtified upon 


this occaſion, It was no matter of ſurpriſe to him to hear 


that an attempt was to be made to bring forward the Bill to pre- 


vent publick meetings. It was a ſubject of too much import- 
ance to be brought forward in ſo haſty a manner, and without 
that ſort of notice which had been uſual on ſuch- occaſions, 


This was no better than an attempt to ſurpriſe many gentle- 
men whom the miniſter knew to be inimical to the Bill, and 


to ſmuggle the Bill through one of its ſtages; for he had not 
heard that any ſuch thing was intended to be done that night, 


until after he had come to the houſe. He thought, therefore, 


that his noble Friend's motion was perfectly right, for there 
were many Gentlemen who would wiſh to take part in the 
diſcuſſion of this alarming meaſure, but who were not preſent 


in the houſe, becauſe they had no idea that the Bill was to be 


brought forward. He thought himſelf, under all the circum- 
ſtances, called upon to ſupport the motion for adjournment. 

Mr. A. Robinſon ſupported the motion alſo. He thought 
the Bill itſelf highly injurious to the intereſts of the publick ; 
but for miniſters to complain of the motion to adjourn ſuch a 
ſubject as this, was to add inſult to injury. If miniſters were 


determined to carry this Bill through, it was to be remember-= 


ed there was an ultimate reſource. for the people they had a 


power in themſelves. [ Here there was a great cry of order! 


order! and Mr. Robinſon ſat down.] FS LAS 
Lord W. Rufſel ſais, that notwithſtanding the accuſation 


againſt him of the want of civility upon this occaſion, he 


would adhere to his motion, and he felt himſelf juſtified in 
perſiſting, becauſe nothing like a notice had been given that 


this Bill was to be brought forward that day. He had not 


imagined that any miniſter would have dared at this time to 


have brought forward, without notice, a Bill which tended to 
annihilate the popular part of the Conſtitution of England. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he would not detain 
the houſe a moment longer than was neceffary. He had been 
out a minute or two upon buſineſs, while an Honourable 
Gentleman was on his legs to make a motion, and not many 
minutes had elapſed ſince he came into the houſe : gentlemen 

complained extremely of the bringing' forward of this Bill 
_ without notice, What notice did they mean? There was a 


reſolution. 
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reſolution of the houſe itſelf, commanding certain members 


toſprepare, and bring in this Bill without delay. He was one 


off thoſe members, and he ſhould be guilty of a breach of his 
dilty if he had delayed the bringing in of the Bill a moment 
after it was prepared: for the orders of the Houſe, eſpecially 


en it impoſed commands on its own members, ſhould be 


nctually complied with. He meant to have preſented that 
U at the bar within a few ſeconds, but for the motion of 


adjournment, It was on the day he moved for leave to bring 


in the Bill, that he agreed to the call of the houſe, but he 


then ſtated what he ſhould ſtate again, viz. that the call ſhould 
not delay the progreſs of the Bill in any of its ſtages previous 


to the third reading; it was, he faid, his intention, in a day or 
two to name an early day for the ſecond reading ; and the 
houſe were to be called upon to go on with a meaſure under 
circumſtances that required as much diſpatch as the nature of 
the caſe would admit, Circumſtances of equal importance, 
fince the houſe agreed that the Bill ſhould be brought in, 
The queſtion for the houſe, at -preſent, was, whether they 
mould ſupport their own dignity? Whether they would 
perform their duty to themſelves, to their ſovereign, and to 
their country, and ſuffer him to go to that bar and preſent the 
Bill which had been prepared by their order for the ſafety of 
the country, and to protect it from the deſperate attempts of 
deſperate men, who ſeemed to be plotting its deſtruction ? 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, upon every poſſible view of the ſubject, 
he was convinced his noble friend was juſtified in bringing 
forward his motion, becauſe it was not generally underſtoo 
that the firſt reading of the Bill was to be moved that day. 


It was certainly uſual to give notice when an important Bill | 


was to be brought in and read a firſt time. In point of ftrict- 
neſs of form, the miniſter was certainly regular. When, 
however, he told the houſe that the Bill | 
more neceſſary from recent tranſactions, [a great cry of hear! 
hear] Mr. Lambton faid they ſhould hear. He knew to 


what the Right Honourable Gentleman alluded ; he alluded 


to an attempt to convene the people to oppoſe this Bill. 
They ought to be convened to oppoſe it, for it was a Bill, 
which, if paſſed, would accomplith the deſtruction cf their 
| liberties, The people, notwithſtanding all the threats of 
miniſters, would meet, and would determine againſt this mea- 
| ſure, He had no doubt that the great majority would ſhew 
their abhorrence of this Bill; they were not to be deterred 
by the fear of being called deſperate men, becauſe they ſaid 
| to their countrymen, © Confider this meaſure well, delibrate 


upon 


| was become the 


turn it. He ſaid, he had alſo a defire that no unneceſſary 


Ly 
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upon it, look at it, ſee the effect of it. If you think it a 
deteſtable meaſure ſay ſo, petition the king and parliament, 
and exert your beſt rights.“ Es POLY: 
Mr. Gurwen ſaid, notice ſhould have been given of an inten- 
tion to bring in the Bill that day. He could not help adverting 
to what had been ſaid on this Bill by the Secretary of State 


” 


on the night that leave was given to bring it in; it was then 
declared by that miniſter, that unleſs this Bill was ſanctioned 


by the majority of the people, it ought not paſs. He would 
therefore ſay, let the people know the Bill. He wiſhed the 
Bill to be diſtributed throughout every part of the country. 


He wiſhed every man to ſee it, every man to judge of it; 
he wiſhed no meaſure to be adopted that could not be agree- 


able to the people, for he knew that the beſt ſecurity for the 
government was the attachment of the people. He had no 


object but that a fair opportunity ſhould be had to examine 
this Bill, both in that houſe and out of it. There were many 
able members of that houſe who were abſent under an idea 
that the Bill could not be brought in that day, becauſe there 
had been no notice of it. He felt himſelf bound to ſupport 
the motion for adjournment. . 

Mr. Courtenay ſaid, as the Secretary of State did not wiſh 
that the Bill ſhonld paſs, unleſs it was agreeable to the peo- 
ple at large, it was very extraordinary that an advantage 
ſhould be attempted to be taken to bring the Bill forward fo 
ſuddenly. It was notorious that miniſters had ſeized the 


moment of ſtriking a deadly blow at the rights and liberties of 


this country; they faſtened on the outrage offered to. his 
Majeſty as a pretext and colour for their inſidious deſigns. 
Miniſters might ſmuggle the Bill through that houſe, but they 
would never be able to ſmuggle it through the country. The 
people would not ſurrender their rights into the hands of the 
moit weak, baſe, corrupt, contemptible adminiſtration that 


ever diſgraced this country. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, that gentlemen invented words 
for him that were not utterred by him, and proceeded to 
argue upon them as if he had uſed them; although they had 
not the leaſt reſemblance to what he ſaid. When the call of 
the houſe was mentioned, he had faid © It was his opinion, 
that unleſs this Bill had the wiſh of the country it ought not 
to paſs, and therefore he ſeconded the motion for the call of 


the hu 8 Ne Oe TR EN 
Mr. Brandling profeſſed his earneſt and anxious wiſh to 


protect the conſtitution from any attempts whatever to over- 


reſtraints 
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reſtraints ſhould be laid on the people. Great care ought, 
in his opinion, to be taken to examine the proviſions of the 


Bill, and to ſee they contained nothing hoſtile to the intereſt 


of the people. 
and that ſome remedy ſhould be applied to it. 


He, nevertheleſs, believed that an evil exiſts, 


Mr. Duncombe ſaid, he was not preſent when this ſubject 
had been brought forward. It was that day propoſed that the 
Bill be brought in; which he ſhould not oppoſe. But he 
wanted to know when the principle of the Bill was to be 


chiefly diſcuſſed. Was the call of the houſe to take place 


before the ſecond reading of the Bill? He wiſhed for infor- 
mation from the miniſter on that point, becauſe that might 
determine him. RE NE | RR 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he ſhould pro- 


poſe that the Bill be now brought up, and that it ſhould pro- 


ceed through all its ſtages up to. the third reading, but that the 


third reading ſhould not take place until after the call of the 


houſe. He ſhould, after the firſt reading, move that the Bill 


be printed, and propoſe the ſecond reading on "Tueſday 


next. | 


General Me Leod ſaid, that he would vote for the queſtion of - 


adjournment ; and that he ſhould be very ſorry if it ſhould not 


be carried; becauſe he thought the Secretary of State's de- 


_ claration, that the meaſure was ſanctioned by the common 
voice of the people, was as groſs an infult to the nation at 
large, as could poſſibly be offered, by a. moſt infidious and 
wicked fet of miniſters ; every ſtep of precipitancy which mi- 
niſters took in this flagitious meaſure, tended to ſhew the 
people what ſort of a thing it was, and to prove that miniſters 
are themſelves aſhamed of it. 5 | YN 
The queſtion of adjournment was put and negatived. _ 
The Chenceller ef the Excheguer then brought up the Bill, 
the title being read, and the queſtion put, + That this Bill 
nemme . 
Mr. Lambton roſe to oppoſe it. He began with alluding 
to what Mr. Alderman Luſhington had -faid on a former 
night. That worthy magiſtrate, he obſerved, at faid, who 


could doubt that the meatiing of thoſe who met at Copen- 


hagen-houſe was to cxcite that ſpirit which afterwards broke 
out in an outrage againſt his Majeſty? But could the wor- 


thy alderman prove, to the ſatisfaction of the houſe, any con- 


nection between thoſe who attended that meeting, and the 
perſons who had ſo daringly inſulted his Majeſty? He ſhould 

| have ſhewn ſome connection between the two, before he drew 
a concluſion that the one was the reſult of the other. The houſe 


might 


e 


Eͤit is our will that you believe every word of it“ 
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might recolle& how the miniſter had acted, when he cauf- 
ed the Habeas Corpus act to be ſuſpended; There was a lit- 
tle decent delay, for the caſe was referred to a committee 


to examine evidence, and to make their report to the houſe, 
and a voluminous report, containing a ſtatement of the pro- 


ceedings of the London Correſponding Society had been 
made. Some regard was had to form in that tranſaction, al- 


though finally it appeared, after full trial, that the charge was 


groundleſs. In the preſent inſtance, there was nothing of 
evidence before the houſe, nothing of the exiſtence of any plot, 


but the mere aſſumptions of the proclamation. This was the 


work of miniſters, who came to that houſe with it, and ſai 


| | Sic volo, fic jubeo, fat pro ratione voluntas. 


Mr. Canning roſe to ſupport the motion for reading the 


Bill. That there was an intimate connection between the 


proceedings at Copenhagen-houſe, and the diſgraceful outrage, 
which followed he ſaid, was ſo obvious, that he profeſſed himſelf 


aſtoniſhed, that any man poſſeſſed of common powers of rea- 


ſon, ſhould doubt it. An attempt had been made againſt the 
king, and a doctrine was preached on the practice of King- 
killing.” The doctrine was preached, and the attempt was 
made. The deſigns of the ſpeakers were not diſguiſed; they 


publickly declaimed againſt majeſty and government. He 


did not then ſee how gentlemen could be fo blind to plain and 
evident facts; they wanted to diſguiſe what the declaimers and 
orators had no idea in concealing. If, then, the attack on 
our moſt gracious ſovereign immediately followed the circu- 
lation of ſuch abominable doctrine, he did not fee how the 


connection could be diſcredited. There was a plea uſed, it * 


was true, that they were aſſembled for the purpoſe of peti- 


tioning Parliament: but this, it was eaſy to perceive, was 


only a pretext to deceive. | N 3 
Mr. Stanley ſaid, he could not hear this without calling ta 
order. A meeting was held, and the doctrine of king- killing 
preached at it. This was diſorderly. Could the houſe hear of 
luch preaching. | 355 „ 
The Speaker ſaid, he ſubmitted to the houſe, whether the 
honourable member tranſgreſſed any rules when he was called 
to order? Had he thought ſo, he ſhould himſelf have called 
him to order. „ VV 
Mr. Canning proceeded. His argument he ſaid was ſimp y 
this: An attempt had been made of a heinous nature. It was 
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tion. The houſe had agreed that a Bill ſhould be brought up, 
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made at the time when the doctrine was held forth, the doc-. 
trine of reſiſtance having been maintained by the field orators 
of the roſtra near Copenhagen-houſe, only three days previous 
to the attempt made on his majeſty; and yet ſome gentlemen 
would ſtill ſay, that the doctrine and the fact had no connec- 


and yet ſome gentlemen would have them perſevere in their 
ignorance of its contents. Ph. | „ 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, he had heard ſome perſons talk of hand- 
- bills, in which the doctrine of king-killing was inculcated. 
He never ſaw any ſuch hand-bill, and he did not believe there 
was any foundation for charging it on thoſe who compoſed 
that meeting. If the Honoureble Gentlemen had any know-- | 
ledge of them, he ought to have proſecuted the circulators of 
matters ſo miſchievous. | N FEE op W 
Lord - Milliam Ruffell ſaid, with regard to the hand- bill 
which had been mentioned to contain the doctrine of king- 
killing, he declared upon his honour, he had never before 
heard of it. He could not believe it; however, if ſuch hand- 
bill had really been diſtributed, he would aſk whether there were 
not laws enough in force to puniſh thoſe who had been guilty? 
He thought there muſt be law*againft treafon. 
| Mr. Sheridan began with obſerving, that an Honourable 
Gentleman had ſtated, that there was a connection between 
the proceedings at Copenhagen-houſe, and the inſult which 
jhad been offered to his majeſty. He had alfo alledged that 
the doctrine of king-killing had been inculcated by diftribut- 
ing a hand-bill. The connection that he wanted Mr. Sheri- 
dan faid, was a connection between what that gentleman ſaid 
and the fact; for until he gave ſome proof of it, it was a little 
too much to call on the houſe to come to that concluſion. For 
his own part he declared his utter diſbelief of it. There might 
indeed be hand bills written and diſtributed, and moſt proba- 
| bly were fo, as others had been before them, by ſpies and in- 
formers. He was warranted in faying this, for practices of 
this fort had been proved. Miniſters had propagated ſuch 
_ libels frequently through the medium of their ſcandalous and 
diſgraceful tools. Could that be doubted? Had it not been 
ſtated at the Old Bailey by Lynam, one of the informers, 
who admitted that he was paid by government for what he 
did, and that he was obliged to make extravagant ſpeeches 
and propoſitions in ſome meetings to prevent his being ſuſ- 
pected as a ſpy? . 25 . 
| Tf. therefore, there were any of theſe hand- bills diftributes 
at Copenhagen-houſe, the prozability was, that the m_—_ 


- 
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| | who handed them about were the ſpies of government, and 


that they were paid for it at the treaſury. That, Mr. She- 
ridan ſaid, was his belief, With regard to the late meeting, 
what was the probability of this doctrine of king-killing hav- 
ing been held forth? The e A not in a cloſe room or 
a a place that was inacceſſable. Did any perſon there ſhew 
ſuch a determination? It was not a meeting where clamour 
was general, which is ſometimes the caſe at public places. 
Tt was a meeting where lectures were delivered from particular 
places erected for that purpoſe, and if there had been held 
forth the doctrine of king-killing, it was 1 impoſſible for 
the thing to paſs by without being noticed. The notoriety of 
the whole proceeding proved the falſity of the particular aſ- 
ſertion. There was but little doubt but that it would have 
been ſoon put into a train of proof; and now that this ſub- 
ject had taken the turn it had done, as ſo much ſtreſs had 
been laid on the connection between the proceedings at theſe 
meetings and the inſult offered to the king, he ſhould take 
the liberty of moving for a committee to inquire into the 
facts, as was done in that houſe on the ſuipenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus act. This he thought it his duty to do on 
account of the manner in which miniſters had treated the 


| ſubject. They had in the King's ſpeech aſſerted that almoſt 


all diſcontent was put an end to, and now they alledged that 
it was ſo great as to make more rigorous meatures neceſſary 
than any that have been propoſed ſince the revolution. He be- 
lieved indeed, that miniſters endeavoured to impoſe on the 
public in this, as they had done on a former occaſion, 

Mr. Morris Robinſon aſked, why was there not a guard at 
the meeting? The honourable gentleman who told the ſtory 
of king-killing, put him in mind of a pamphlet, Tilling no 
Murau, >: e Xs 

OT OY « Heard ye the din of battle bray? 


Had then his majeſty*s miniſters, he aſked, reduced his ma- 


jeſty to the perilous condition of the protector? Had they ren- 
dered the aſpect of his reign odious? Mr. M. Robinſon further 
obſerved, that the liberties of this country had never been 
better cheriſhed than under the houſe of Brunſwick, but mi- 
niſters were endeavouring to make this reign ſimilar to the 
reign of *Fiberns. 5 E EIT EN 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, he ſaw the Bill was pregnant with every 
miſchief; if pamphlets, ſuch as he had heard ſtated that night, 
had really been diftributed, where had government been, and 
what had they been about? Why did they not proſecute the au- 
or SE TE ISA PO | 
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thors? There was no man in that houſe, more ready than he 


was to agree to a law to puniſh thoſe who ſhall be found guilty 


of any inſult to his majeſty, or who endeavoured to overturn 
the conſtitution; but before he agreed to any new law, 


he muſt be convinced that the preſent law was inadequate, 
With regard to the preſent Bill he was ſure it was one which 


required the mature deliberation of the public. If there were 


lots, let them have evidence of them. Before they proceeded 
to meaſures of that kind they ought to be very cautious, If 
they looked to hiſtory, they would find no inſtance of ſuch a 
meaſure, not even upon the moſt critical occaſions. No- 
thing ſhort of making it impoſſible for the people to make 
known any of their complaints he believed was intended, 


The ſorieties he believed would, at laſt, give the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentleman a colour for paſſing ſuch a Bill, a Bill 


that {truck at the root of freedom! He had a family; and he 


withed to bequeath his fortune and liberty to his children. 


He was a. lover of the conftitution of his country, and he 


wiſhed to tranſmit it to poſterity; but he deſpaired ſo to do 


iſ the Bill paſſed into a law. He wiſhed, at leaſt, to have 


ſome precedents. Did the country, he aſked, in times of the 


greateſt danger reſort to ſuch a meaſure? If the Bill paſſed, | 
he contended, the third clauſe of the Bill of Rights, which ena- 


bled the people to petition, was no more. It was ſaid by mi- 


nifters, that they would not go againſt the voice of the people. 


Let, then, the ſentiments of the people be aſcertained, and do 


not paſs the meaſure by ſurprize. He was ready to accede to 
any meaſure which would not fetter liberty. But he cautioned | 
gentlemen how they ſhackled a free people! He adviſed rater 


the calling miniſters to an account, for expending the public 
money on a moſt deſtructive war; a war which gave rife to all 
the preſent grievances and diſturbance, DT, 
Mr. Alderman Luſhington declared, he had ſeen no reaſon 
to change the opinion which he gave on this ſubject on a 


former night, viz. that there was a connection between the 
proceedings at Copenhagen-houſe, and other meetings in and 
about the metropolis, and that cowardly attempt on the fo- _ 


vereign. He did not take upon him to ſay, that #ing-#llmg 
was publickly mentioned at the meeting; but he was aware, 
that whoeyer conſidered the doctrines circulated there, muſt 
T-e, that it was radically and virtually intended. He himſelf 


was once an advocate for reform; and when he was a can- 


didate for the city, he had ſtated his mind on that head, 


He was ſtill of the fame opinion, he wiſhed well to the 
| liberty of his country: But when our hemiſphere was 


ſhadowed with political gloom, he thought it was not a __ 
%%ͤ;ͤů a Ee hpi: ment 
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ment for reform,” This was his reaſon for withdrawing him- 
| ſelf from his friends in the buſineſs of reform. He repreſented 
a numerous body of men, and they felt the impreſſion that he 
did; they thought that ſome meaſure ought to be adopted; but 
it ought to be that which had all poſſtble tenderneſs for public 
rights. He. would ſubmit to a partial and temporary ſacrifice 
for the general good; but he was ready to ſay that he did not 
wiſh the meaſure propoſed by this Bill, made a permanent law 
of this country. He ſhould wiſh to ſee it made nothing more 
than an annual regulation at moſt,  _ £ 
General Smith ſaid, he objected to the queſtion, but he 
wiſhed to hear the proviſions of the Bill, becauſe. he thought 
it would be right that the houſe ſhould know what the Bill, was. 
The Speaker conſidered the honourable gentleman to be 
out of order, in calling for the proviſions of the Bill before it 
had been read a firſt time. Hikes | © ets | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer enforced, what the Speaker 
had ſtated, and ſaid, it was uſual to let a Bill be read a firk 
time, and then the ſenſe of the houſe might be taken on it. 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that the nature of the Bill was ſuch, that he 
thought it his duty to oppoſe it in all its ſtages. A 
The Speaker ſaid, that it was true, gentlemen might avail 
themſelves of debating the Bill as it ſtooc, conſiſtently with the 
forms of the houſe, 5 . 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that on the preſent occaſion, he did not 
mean to enter at large into the Bill. He roſe chiefly for the 
purpoſe of entering his preteſt againſt the time that had been 
choſen for bringing it forward. There ought to have been 
notice given of its being to be brought forward; that not 
| having been the caſe, the conſequence was, that the Bill was 
to be propoſed to paſs one ſtage in the abſence of ſome of the 
moſt eloquent members of that houſe, | | 
Much had been ſaid on the connection that was alledged to 
ſubſiſt between the proceedings at Copenhagen-houſe and the 
late inſult which had been offered to his Majeſty. That 
outrage excited in his breaſt the ſenſations that every good 
| ſubject ought to feel upon ſo deteſtable an act; from a view 
of all the evidence that he knew of, he was, however happy 
to ſay he did not believe that in the outrage which was offered 
to the king, any perſon had a thought of affecting the life of 
his Majeſty. He was far from thinking, nevertheleſs, that 
the authors of the outaige ought not to be puniſhed ; puniſh- 
ed they ought to be, undoubtedly, and that with the utmoſt 
ligour of the law, becauſe if any man does that which his rea- 
ſon ought to tell him may bring on the death of the king, he 
is guilty of treaſon, without, in his own mind, previouſly 


intending 
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intending to kill the king. This was his opinion decidedly, 
yet he did not with it to go to the country, that he was of 
opinion there was one individual who had an idea of aſſaſſi- 
nating the king. He did not believe that the inſult to his 
Majeſty originated at Copenhagen-houſe. It was ſaid, that 
'the dodrine of king killing was preached there. He knew 
nothing of that. He had indeed been informed that a hand. 
bill was circulated, which ſtated ſomething, what he could 
not tell, about king-killing. His own feelings on the ſub- 
ject were that the Bil was unneceſſary, becauſe the laws al- 
ready in exiſtence appeared to him fully ſufficient to repreſs 
the evil. If miniſters had neglected to proſecute thoſe who 
had baſely made an attack upon the life of our ſovereign, was 
that a reaſon why all the liberties of the people of England 
mould be taken from them? | 5 
Where an honourable friend of his had ſtated what had 
been treated with derifion, viz. 'I hat if theſe hand- bills were 
_ diftributed at the meeting of Copenhagen-houſe, they muſt 
| have been diſtributed by perſons who were employed for that 
purpoſe. He could not help thinking that thoſe who were 
ferious in committing the act, would not have taken that 
mode, becauſe he could not believe that ſuch perfons, with 
ſuch views, would have run the riſk to which, by that mode, 
they muſt be expoſed. He could rather conceive what had 


Teen heard in evidence and proof, that perſons employed as 


ſpies, or rather, to uſe a more faſhionable phraſe, employed 
as reporters,” perſons wiſhing to make their information the 
more valuable, had done it. Proof of this had been mani- 
| fefted at the Old Bailey. He would aſk, whether ſome of 
theſe perſons had not uſed the moſt violent language? Had 


not a perſon been executed at Edinburgh, who was a ſpy, 


ga cting upon the order of miniſters and paid by them, and on 
whom, there being no other perſon, they inflicted the penalty 
of death? He did not believe there was any thing faid or 
 _ done at the meetings near the metropolis to provoke this out- 
rage to his Majeſty, and therefore he did not believe there 
was any connection between them; and he could not, on 
that ground, give his countenance to a law, by which all our 
liberties were rooted up; neither could he help deploring 
the ſtate of the people of this country at this moment; they had 
felt the effect of famine laſt year to a certain extent, and they | 
had a proſpect of feeling it again, and this Bill was intended 
to put it out of their pou er to make any complaint. Their 
mouths are to ſhut, alrough they are to be ruled with a rod of 
iron. Conſidering the Bill in the light that he did, Mr. 
Grey ſaid, it was a Bill that he ſhould oppoſe in * 
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and out of that houſe; and, if he ſhoulq be fo fortunate as to 
contribute to the reprobation of it on the part of the people, 5 
and he earneſtly hoped, their attention would be duly directed 
to it, he ſhould think he had done conſiderable ſervice to- his 
count. „ | 5 | 
| The Right Hon. Gentleman had laid great ſtreſs on the 
neceſſity of this Bill. He could by no means agree with 
him in that point. That the law was at this moment defi- 
cCient, was more than he could believe. It had been ſufficient 
to preſerve King William, againſt whoſe life a plot had been 
formed, and no king's life in England had ever been more 
valuable than that of King William. The law, as it ſtood, 
had protected the ſtate during two rebelliuns; he muſt there- 
fore believe, that the law exiſting was ſufficient as it flood 
if ſo he could not aſſent to a Bill that took away all the liber- 
ties of Engliſhmen. For theſe reaſons, Mr. Grey ſaid he 
muſt oppoſe the Bill, in this, as he ſhould do in every other 
ſtage of its progreſs in that houſe. | e 5 
Mr. H. Duncombe ſaid, he conſidered a Bill, like the pre- 
ſent, that tended to reſtrain the free diſcuſſion of political ſub- 
jedts as a matter of the greateſt importance of more import- 
ance than any that had been introduced into that houſe ſince 
the revolution. But, when he mentioned the revolution, he 
could not but obſerve, that if a Bill of that tendency had 
taken place before 1688, there had been no revolution. We 
had been ſtill grovelling under the deſpotiſm of the houſe of 
Stuart. He ſaid, he had witneſſed with horror the behaviour 
of the mob to the king, on the firſt day of the ſeſſion ; he re- 
garded that as a tranſaction, which degraded the generous 
Engliſh character, which diſdained baſe inſult and unmanty 
outrage. He wiſhed to ſee the kingly part of the conſtitu- 
tion protected, but there was another part of it that deſerved 
no leſs attention, namely, the democratical. The regal and 
democratical parts were equally eſſential to its perfection. He 
had heard of meetings that had given him much concern, as 
it was intimated to him, that very deteſtable doctrines were 
| broached there; but if thoſe preſent had been guilty of any 
exceſs, were they not amenable to the laws? If the exiſting. 
laws were not thought ſufficient, he would willingly conſent 
to other laws—to any laws that wounded not the vital princi- 
ples of the conſtitution, He thought the free diſcuſſion of po- 
 lifical ſubjects was one of thoſe principles. He wiſhed not 
to engraft upon that love we feel for the ſovereign z on that 
ſentiment in which ſo decided a+ majority of the people were 
united—a meaſure that crippled the freedom of political diſ- 
cuſſion. The miniiter, waom he had long ſupported, would 
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not wiſh to diſcredit popular meetings, for, in addition te his 

merit, he was conſiderably recommended to his Majeſty's a- 
your, by the opinion the people had expreſſed of him; and he 
was couſtdent that he would not kick down the ladder, the 
_ conſtitutional ladder, by which he had mounted to eminence 


and diſtinction. He could not approve of the Bill in its pre- 


ſent form, as he liked not to leap over thoſe out- works of our 
conſtitution, thoſe barriers of freedom, which our anceſtors 
had ever reſpected. He would not, however, object to the 
firſt reading of the Bill, to judge further of its nature and ex- 


tent. | 


Mr. Willerforce ſaid, that he felt the utmoſt regret upon 
the preſent occaſion to find himſelf under the neceſſity of dif- 
fering with his Honourable Friend (Mr. Duncombe), with 
whom, upon every conſtitutional queſtion, he had formerly 


had the happineſs to agree. He was ſure, however, that the 


fentiments his honourable friend had expreſſed were dictated 
by his total miſconception of the Bill. He was forry, when 
notice of it firſt was given, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer had not gone at greater length into an explanation of 


the nature of it, to prevent any miſtake or miſrepreſentation 
of its contents; a precaution which, he was now the more 
convinced, was extremely neceſſary, When his Honourable 
Friend talked of the bars and mounds erected round to protect, 

what he juſtly ſtyled, the palladium of Britiſh liberty, being 
overthrown, he was not aware that this very Bill raiſed new 
baftions for its ſecurity, and ſo far from weakning, ſtrengthened 


the bulwarks by which it was defended. There was nothing 
tained in it that, in his apprehenſion, touched on the eſ- 
ntial right of the conſtitution. It aboliſhed none of the 
privileges which Engliſhmen could legally exerciſe. The 
right of holding popular aſſemblies and of diſcuffing public af- 


fairs was preſerved by this Bill to every extent which ought to 


be permitted, or which the exiſting laws authoriſed, 


General Tarleton faid, that he had heard expreſſions em- 
ployed that night which he did not underſtand, and which 
called ſeriouſly on the attention of the houſe,” and required an 


explanation. Much had been ſpoken of certain hand-bills, in 


which the doctrine of king-killing was inculcated, and the 


practice recommended. For his part he had never heard that 


fluch hand- bills exiſted, and he thought it highly proper that 
the Honourable Gentleman who had introduced this fubject 
ſhould explain to the houſe upon what authority the aſſertion 

was made, and from what ſources he derived his — 5 


1 . 


— 


| Wilberforce) through his ancient and modern fortification. 

The Honourable Gentleman ſeemed to have walked. with 
tottering ſteps upon this new ground, and had ſtumbled over 
the parapet of prerogative into the ditch of deſpotiſm, It was 
unneceſſary to ſtrip him of. that pomp of language, that ſo- 


lemnity of manner, which he had affected, thoſe ſophiſticated 


ſentiments with which he attempted to colour his ſupport of 
the preſent meaſure. He obſerved that wars now became un- 


popular in proportion to their duration. Amidſt the load of 
national debt, and the taxes with which the people were bur- 


| thened, the reſources of a ſtate were ſoon exhauſted. He 
hoped he ſhould incur no ridicule, if he reminded the houſe” 
of an obſervation he had made upon the diſcuſſion of a motion 

of his Right Honourable Friend (Mr. Fox) at the beginning 
of the war three years ago, that he was ſure the war, were it 
undertaken, would produce ultimately either anarchy or deſ- 


potiſm. Have not the reſources of this country been ſtretched 


in the courſe of it to an unparalleled degree? Is it not true that 


diſcontents have been excited by the ſhameleſs conduct of ad- 

_ miniſtration; by their daring expedients, and by the preſſure 
of that famine to which they have expoſed the people of this 
country? By the eloquence, the indefatigable activity, and 


addreſs of miniſters, the war was in its commencement” 
rendered popular, and the ſyſtem of artifice, deluſion and 


calumny, had induſtriouſly been employed to ſupport it. Now 


It appeared that the caſe was reverſed, and the arts of miniſters' 
could no longer ſcreen from unpopularity, meaſures, the folly 
of which could not be concealed, He felt the principle of 


loyalty as ſtrong within him as any man could boaſt, and he 


deteſted from his ſoul the attempt againſt the perſon of his 
Majeſty, yet he could impute that diſcontent which had 


manifeſted itſelf, and much of that ſedition of which theß 


complained, to the calamities with which the war had been 
attended, and the miſery it had generally diffuſed. He could 


not but feel the utmoſt ſurprize at the hypocriſy which 


miniſters had diſplayed at the opening of the teffion, and the' 
language which the ſpeech from the throne had maintained. 
It appeared that the outrage committed againft his Majeſty, 
with which he himſelf was then wholly unacquainted, had 
been perfectly well known to miniſters, at the very moment 


when they allowed the houſe to echo that part of the ſpeech, 
which expreſſed ſatisfaction at the ſpirit of order and ſub- 


miſſion to the laws which had been manifeſted in the country. 


In ſpite of this teſtimony of their own belief, and of the de- 
e 
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| He could not follow the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
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. Cclaration into which they had betrayed the houſe, they came 
forward in leſs than a fortnight, with a Bill of the moſt violent 
nature, and of the moſt unconſtitutional tendency, founded 
upon facts, which in no degree deterred them from maintain= 
ing arguments directly inconſiſtent with their preſent ſenti- 
Fang)! mh 8 . 
General Smith wiſhed that king- killing had not been men- 
tioned; he did not think it a fit theme of diſcuſſion within 
thoſe walls. The General ſaid he would reſerve himſelf for 
the ſecond reading, though he diſapproved of the Bill. 


Sir William Milner ſaid, that although he was not in the i L 


habit of obtruding himſelf upon the attention of the houſe, he 
could not be ſilent when a Bill of ſuch magnitude as the 
preſent formed the ſubject of diſcuſſion, He would oppoſe it 
becauſe he conſidered that it would not only be uſeleſs for the 
object to which it was directed, but would prove highly detri- 
mental to the country. He was convinced that the perſons 
who were guilty of the crimes it was intended to prevent 
might be puniſhed by the exiſting laws. He was ſurpriſed at 
the obſervations of a worthy magiſtrate (Alderman Luſhing- 
ton), who complained of ths inflammatory hand-bills which 


were daily circulated. Knowing ſuch practices to take place, 


without attempting to repreſs them, involved no ſmall ſhare of 
blame on the part of the worthy magiſtrate. If he was not 
afraid, he might as a magiſtrate, have exerciſed powers with 
which he was not inveſted, and aſſumed an authority not con- 
ferred by the laws :—he had fat, as a juſtice, upon the trial of 
_ perſons accuſed of diſtributing inflammatory hand-bills, who, 
after being found guilty by the jury, had been condemned by 
the juſtices to two years impriſonment. At this very period, 
he knew that there were two or three perſons confined in the 
Caſtle of York for this very offence. The crime of Yorke 
alias Redhead, lately tried at the York Aſſizes, was, his having 
uttered certain inflammatory ſpeeches; and he had been con- 
victed, and was to be brought to the King's Bench to receive 
ſentence. Theſe facts had come under his own obſervation ; 
and he believed even the Chancellor of the Exchequer would 
not pretend to deny their truth, or the concluſions which 
neceſſarily flowed from them. He felt the higheſt indigna- 
tion at any ſeditious attempts which might exiſt ; and he 
thought miniſters ought to do their duty, in endeavouring to 
ſuppreſs illegal meetings, if ſuch took place, and to give 
directions to magiſtrates to exert, for this purpoſe, the autho- 
rity they poſſeſſed. He had heard of a meeting which had 
taken place that day, where, he underſtood, the moſt perfect 
F) 
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peaceableneſs and decorum had prevailed. If this meeting 
was aſſembled for the purpoſe of petitioning the legiſlature 


againſt this Bill, he highly approved of their deſign. "The 


loyal yeomanry and gentry in various parts had met, and he 
hoped would meet, to give it their decided oppoſition, He 
felt extremely uneaſy in differing with ſome friends on the 
other ſide of the houſe whom he highly eſteemed, and whoſe 
opinion had ſo much influence with him, that he could hardly 
prevail on himſelf to vote againſt the Bill. On the ſubject of 
the war he had found himſelf under the neceſſity of differing 
with valued friends, eſpecially with one who had poſſeſſed a 
conſiderable office in adminiſtration, which he no longer held, 


with whom he had generally agreed on public affairs. He 


was a may attached to no party, and was equally indifferent 


| Whether the executive power was adminiſtered by the gentle- 


men on the one or the other ſide of the Houſe, e was 
guided ſolely by motives of public utility and by the beſt of 
his judgment, though from his being little uſed to public 
ſpeaking he might be unable to explain his ſentiments with 
that eloquence which others could command, and a habit of 
ſpeaking might beſtow. ü | 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, he highly approved of the 
Bill, though he was not yet perfectly maſter of its contents. 
He entertained the greateſt dread of the ſeditious meetings 
which had been held, and thought ſome ſtrong meaſure ne- 
ceſſary to counteract them. In his journey to town that day, 
and in the immediate neighbourhood of the road he pail-d, 
he ſaw crowds of people, and enquiring the cauſe at a 
3 had been informed that it was a meeting of 
the Correſponding Society, which had diſperſed a good deal, 


3 diſappointed at an unlucky accident, by which Mr. Thelwall, 


done of their orators, had been deprived of a phaeton belong= 
ing to a certain noble Duke, of which he was to have had 
the Fang, and from whence he meant to hatangue the mul- 
ditude. 5 | 3 Tg | 
Mr. Stanley aid, the privileges of Engliſhmen were ex- 
tinguiſhed, if they could not meet when and how they pleaſed 
for the diſcuſſion of public affairs. To render their conduct 
ſubject to the arbitrary controul and ſummary interference of 
_ a magiſtrate, the purity of whoſe views might be queſtionable, 
was in his mind inconſiſtent with every idea of freedom and of 
the conſtitution. | | "37 | 
Mr. I. Hawkins Browne thought the Honourable Gentle- 
man's reaſons againſt the Bill were the beſt that could be 
given to prove the propriety and expediency of adopting it. 


»- 
— 


236 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ſCommons. 
If magiſtrates were corrupt or arbitrary in the execution of 
their duty, they were amenable to the laws. 1 
Lord ip Ruſſell faid, that as an imputation had been thrown 
out by a worthy Alderman againſt the character of a noble 
Duke, whom he thought it incumbent on the worthy Alder- 
man to name, and to ſtate what reaſon he had to believe the 
ſtory which, improbable and fooliſh as it was, if not properly 
explained, might be propagated upon the ſlight foundation of 
what been ſtated in the houſe in a manner highly prejudicial 
to the character of the noble Duke alluded to; he would there- 
fore move that the debate be adjourned, in order that an 
enquiry might take place into the facts which had been ſtated 
as reaſons for ſupporting the Bill; which motion was ſe— 
conded. - ö „ 5 
Mr. Harriſon obſerved, that this was a freſh attempt to 
calumniate, by the vileſt and moſt deſpicable artifices, the 
characters of thoſe who were bold and honeſt enough to oppole 
the meaſures of adminiſtration. N | E 
Alderman Anderſon in explanation ſaid, he had always con- 
ceived it to be the undoubted right of every member of that 
| houſe to ſtate ſuch circumſtances as might be connected with 
the queſtion. He had merely ſtated what he had heard in 
his way to town. Ws | LO *P 
Mr. Lambton ſaid he well knew that it was the wiſh of 
= | gentlemen on the other fide of the houſe to blacken and de- 
. tame the character of thoſe who ſtood forward in oppoſition 
to their meafures. It was a part of the foundation on which 
their ſyſtem was ſupported. If the worthy Alderman had 
Ml acted as he ought to have done, and as candour and liberality 
"of diQated, he would have told the perſon who gave him the infor- 
A mation, that it was impoſſible the matter could ſtand as re- 
4 | preſented, or that the noble perſon alluded to could in any 
4 way encourage ſeditious and diſloyal meetings, inſtead of 
* coming to the houſe with ſo poor and miſerable an anecdote, 
1 which could never impoſe upon any man who knew the noble 
1 Duke, as he (Mr. Lambton) knew him, and which might be 
Wil ferious in the conſequences it might produce, conſidering the 
" activity with which it would be propagated. Similar falſe- 
hoods, and calumnies equally contemptible, had been em- 
ployed to render ſome of his honourable friends ſuſpected :— 
it had been maliciouſly afterted, widely circulated, and, where 
the truth was not known, might even be believed, that 
letters had been intercepted from them to certain members of 
. *the French Convention. Such attacks could be Encourages 
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only for the worſt of purpoſes, and merited the ſevereſt re- 
prehenfion. EE ee , Be doit „ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he believed nobody could ſe- 
riouſly liften to the ſtory they had heard. He was happy to 


find that the Honourable Gentleman was offended with the 
_ "freedoms uſed with characters; and he hoped he would en- 


deavour to impreſs the ſame ſentiment upon one of his Ho- 
nourable friends near him, (Mr. Grey) who had accuſed mi- 
niſters of having conſpired to murder one of their on ſpies. 
He very ſucceſsfully ridiculed the wiſh to adjourn the houſe, 
in order to enquire whether the ſtory of a noble Duke 
and his phaeton were well or il. founded. n 
Lord M. Ruſſell ſaid a feu words in explanation. | 
Mr. Grey ſaid, that he ſhould not have riſen had he not felt 
it aeceſlary to explain himſelf on a point to which the Ho- 
nourable Secretary of State had alluded. He never had 
meant to ſay that miniſters had conſpired a deliberate murder, 
and if any thing that fell from him ſeemed to import ſuch an 
idea, he wiſhed it to be conſidered merely as an inadvertency 
of expreſſion. He had formerly ſaid, that bad as his opinion 
of the preſent miniſters certainly was, he did not believe they 
could go ſo far as to encourage, for their own purpoſes, an) 
inflammatory hand- bills in which doctrines were e 
from which great miſchief might eventually ariſe. Yet it had 
appeared upon evidence during the ſtate trials, that miniſterial 
agents had taken an active part in popular meetings, and had 
uttered the moſt ſeditious ſpeeches, and promoted the moſt 
violent reſolutions. _ | 7 | 
With regard to the matter on which the adjournment was 
founded, though in itſelf there could not be a difference of 
opinion as to its folly and abſurdity, it was not in his judgment 
altogether ſo unimportant. It was evident from the impreſ- 
ſion it had made on the mind of the perſon by whom it was 
related, that others might feel in the like manner reſpecting 
it. It was ſtated as a reaſon for ſupporting the Bill, that per- 
ſons of high rank had mingled in the intrigues of ſeditious 
meetings, and had encouraged them by their countenance 
and protection. Mr, Grey declared he would ſupport the 
_ adjournment, not for the purpoſe of examining into the truth 
of a particular alluſion, but in order to enquire into and aſ- 
certain the actual ſtate or theſe ſeditious meetings, before they 
joined in the clamour againſt them, and to aſcertain the true 
ſituation of the public mind, before they coutenanced ſuch a 
libel as the Bill implied upon the people of England. 
Mr. Millerforce ſpoke ſhortly in explanation. 


- 


General 
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General Tarleton and Mr. Courtenay faid each a few words. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid the queſtion came to this, that the worthy _ 
Alderman, by obſerving filence, had ſeemed to perſevere in 
his belief of the ſtory he had told. He was ſurpriſed that the 
Duke of Bedford ſhould be held out as countenancing any 
meetings which were deemed licentious, when he faw that 
reſpected name ſubſcribed publickly to a paper which would 
_ confer immortal honour on his character, and was intended 
wt encourage an univerſal and decided oppoſition to the preſent 
Bill. What the honourable Alderman had ſtated, was in- 
deed a ftory which was fit for old wives to tell, and old wives 
to believe. He imagined the next tale would be that the 
orators of Copenhagen-houſe had borrowed bob wigs from 
the Duke of Norfolk in order to make their appearances, 
All ſuch idle fables, however, only proved the inceſſant ca- 
lumnies to which the oppoſers of miniſtets were ſubject. A 
ſhocking inſtance of the malicious and wicked attempt which 
aroſe from the ſyſtem, which miniſters patroniſed, happened 

during the ſtate trials laſt year, At the very time when the 
bill was before the grand jury, in the caſe of thoſe men 
whom a certain Honourable Gentleman choſe to term “ ac- 
' quitted felons, a ſtory which could not fail to impreſs in- 
ftantly the public mind, of a terrible deſign to murder the 
king, by means of ſome new kind of inftrument, was pro- 
pagated. This was generally credited at the time, yet no 
ſuch plot had been conceived, he believed, and this inftrument 
no perion had ever ſeen. Notwithſtanding this, prints, notori- 
_ _ ouſly in miniſterial pay, had ſaid that the inſtrument was found 
and the perſons fully committed for trial. Thus it was evident 
| how miniſters would avail themſelves of every incident which 
occurred, to render men whoſe influence and character might 
enable them to oppoſe their meaſures with ſucceſs ſuſpicious. 
Strangers being deſired to withdraw, a diviſion took place 
on Lord W. Ruſſell's motion for an adjournment. ER 


Ayes „ 
— io 


Majori x 113 

The Bill was then read a firſt time. 5 | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he was happy to find that the Honour- 
- able Gentleman had abandoned part of his plan, ſince he had 
expunged the clauſe which related to private families. He 
| was ſurpriſed, however, to find that meetings in fields, al- 
ſembled without regard to the regulations in the Bill, were to 
be held as diſorderly houſes, * The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer, ſaid, he did not intend 
that the Bill ſhould extend to private families. - 
Mr. MH. Robinſon aſked, ſinee all meetings, to which ad- 
mittance was obtained by money or tickets, were prohibited, 
whether card routs were comprehended within the operation 
f oi -:-7- 3 | | | 
The houſe then divided on the queſtion—That the Bill bo 
read , 88 it; £ 


POO EP TR 
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„ iow i. 
A ſecond diviſion took place on the queſtion That this 
Bill be read a ſecond time on Tueſday following. 3 


| Hes rr — 129 
N . = 


ns T 3 Majority 4 106 | 
The houſe adjourned till next dax. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, November 13. a 
Previous to the order of the day being read, the Earl of 
Lauderdale roſe, and ſaid he had a motion to make, which he 
did not conceive would meet with any objection. As the 
Bill before their lordſhips, in its preamble, ſtated certain facts, 
it was highly neceſſary, in order to juſtify their lordſhips to 
themſelves and to the world, that the proof of theſe facts 
| ſhould ſomewhere appear, and that the public ſhould know the 
grounds upon which their lordſhips had entertained a Bill of that 
extraordinary extent and importance, With that view he 
moved there be laid before the houſe a copy of the examination 
taken by, or by order of his Majeſty's Secretary of State, or 
before his Majeſty's moſt honourable Privy Council, on the 
ſubject of the attack made on his Majeſty's perſon on the 
firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of parliament. _ 5 
Tord Grenville ſaid, the noble Farl's motion, at the firſt 
glance of it, was ſo forcibly objectionable and fo abſolutely 
improper to be complied with, that he really was aſtoniſhed 
that the noble Earl ſhould have ventured to bring it forward, 
With regard to the flagitious outrage committed on the ſacred 
perſon of his Majeſty in his way to parliament, the fact was 
not only a matter of the greateſt notoristy, but their — | 
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had it in evidence taken at their own bar, and ſo far from the 

ſmalleſt doubt being entertained of it, it had been confeſſed 
and lamented by every one of their lordſhips who had ſaid a 
ſyllable on the ſubject. Nay, more, the houſe had made it 
the ground of an addreſs to his Majeſty, beſeeching him to 
direct that the moſt effectual means be taken, without delay, 
fo diſcover the authors and abettors of crimes fo atrocious, 


juſtify their lordſhips to the world, they ought to have ſome 

proof before them to ſhew, that what the preamble aflumed 
was founded. If, however, the noble Lord meant ſeriouſly to 
inform the houſe that an enquiry was going on, from which a 
detection of the offenders might poſſibly reiult, and which 
might be rendered fruitleſs by the effect of his preſent motion, 

| he would conſent to withdraw it, | 5 
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Lord Grenville ſaid, he muſt repeat the objection he had 


3 ſtated a few evenings ſince to having words of his, or indeed of 
any individual peer, made the ground of either moving or 
withdrawing any propoſition. To take ſuch ground in any 
caſe was wholly unparliamentary and highly improper. He 
once more reminded the noble Earl that the two houſes had 
carried up an addreſs to his Majeſty, in which they expreſs 
their wiſhes that his Majeſty would direct the moſt efteual 
meaſures to be taken to diſcover the authors and abettors of 
| the daring outrages offered to him in his paſſage to and from 
parliament. That ſuch directions had been given, and that 
the matter was under enquiry. Upon that ground the noble 
Earl, if he thought proper, might move to withdraw his mo- 
tion, but he deſired to have it clearly underſtood, that if the 
noble Earl did withdraw his motion it would be an. ac of his 
own, and not done upon any conditions ſtipulated on his 
part, . f | e | „ 
: The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, the noble Secretary of State 
claimed the privilege of ſaying-what he thought proper with - 
out giving ground for other noble Lords to obſerve upon it, 
though he on a former occaſion had been extremely forward 
to faſten upon expreſſions of others, and to ſtate what would 
have been the conſequences out of that houſe. The evidence 
delivered at the bar was by no means ſufficient to aſcertain 
whether the outrage ſo much deprecated aroſe from a regular 
plot, or an incidental tumult, and the public was perfectly 
convinced that nothing fatisfactory had been obtained from it, 
Ide three wie. their lordſhips would recolle&, con- 
tradicted each other on many points, and the only fact on 
which they all agreed was, that the ſtone by which the win» 
dow of his Majeſty's carriage was broken, did not iſſue from 
the houſe out of which it was ſaid to have come. There was 
nothing like any evidence of a regular conſpiracy; nothing 
which could authoriſe the houſe to proceed on ſuch an idea. 
From the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters, he was thorough- 
ly convinced that the pretence of the advances made in the 
inveſtigation was a downright impoſture, and that they had 
not diſcovered any thing which could tend to connect that 
outrage with the proceedings of any body of men, or to cor- 
roborate the aſſertions they had made on the ſubject. 

The Lord Chancellor ſaid, the moment the noble Earl pro- 
poſed his motion he was perfectly aſtoniſhed at hearing him, 
lo glaring was its impropriety, that he was ſurprized it ſhould 
have eſcaped the noble Earl. To conſider it in no other 
TH view, he would content himſelf 1 obſerving that it woug 
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be a criminal breach of truſt, and a very high miſdemeanour 
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in any magiſtrate, and in the Secretary of State, as well a& 
every other magiſtrate, to divulge, without an order of the 
houſe, the reſult of an examination which might form the baſis 
of a proſecution in a court of juſtice. e 
Tord Hawkeſbury brought up ſome accounts from the Board 
ef Trade, which he moved ſhould be printed. 1 
The Bill for the better ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon, 
Kc. having been, upon motion, read a third time, the Earle 
Lauderdale ſaid, he had formerly hinted his intention, if the 
Bill ſhould paſs, of moving a clauſe to extend it to Scotland. 
Vnleſs ſome provifion were enacted to reſtrict proſecutions fot 
the offences of ſedition and miſdemeanour in Scotland, to be 
conducted on this Bill, an indictment at common law might 
deprive the people wholly of the benefit of it. He thought 
that very few words would be neceflary to ſhew the propriety 
of the houſe adopting the clauſe he meant to introduce, 
Whatever diſcontents or tendency to ſedition exiſted in Eng- 
land, it was allowed on all hands, that there was none in the 
country to which he alluded. If the Bill about to be paſſed 
was adequate to repreſs ſedition in a country where a diſpoſi- 
tion to overturn the laws was ſaid to have appeared, it would 
ſurely be ſufficient where a very oppoſite ſpirit prevailed. He 
could not think it poſſible that ſtronger penalties were neceſ- 
fary to repreſs ſedition in a Scotchman than an Engliſhman. 
He would therefore propoſe that there be added the following 
Provided alſo and be it enacted that this Act ſhall extend 
* to that part of Great Britain called Scotland, and that no 
_ < proſecution ſhall be there inſtituted by indictment at com- 
„ mon Jaw, or otherwiſe, for any offence within the proviſions 
FE of this act, otherwiſe than under this AR.” . 
Earl Mansfield ſaid, he would ſpare the houſe the trouble 
of again hearing the arguments he had employed when a 
motion was made in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion to alter the 
laws of Scotland on the ſubject, at which time he had ſtated 
2 conſiderable number of caſes to prove, that tranſportation on 
conviction of what was there called and known by the name 
of Seditio Regni, was not a new puniſhment for the offence. 
Some there were, his Lordlhip ſaid, whoſe eloquence could 
give the charms of ' novelty to the moſt common topics— 
wecres repetita placebit. But ſuch qualifications were the por- 
tion only of the favoured few, and he would not detain their 
Lordſhips with a repetition of what he had then urged, though 
be was ready to meet any noble Lord upon that — 
* „%%% ie 
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once more. He had the happineſs to know that the deciſion 
of the judges of the Court of Juſticiary met with the appro- 
+bation of every profeſſional man of ability and credit in the 
country, with the ſingle exception of the noble Earl, who he 
| well knew had ſtudied the law of Scotland, and, if other avoe 
_ cations had not engaged his attention, he would doubtleſs 
have proved one of its brighteſt ornaments. The people of 
Scotland had long enjoyed the laws which now exiſted, and 


| thoſe laws were ſuited to their diſpoſition and-inclination. The 


laws of England and Scotland were by the treaty of union 
to be maintained perfectly diſtin, and on one point alone, 
viz. the laws of treaſon, had they been wiſely made to agree. 
With regard to miſdemeanours, the laws were totally dif- 
ferent. In Scotland, by the law of the land, the puniſhment was 
in the power of the judges, or arbitrary, a term which might 
ſound ill in the ears of their lordſhips, — which was nothing 
more than another word for diſcretion. In England, ſimilar 
crimes were puniſhed in a different manner, yet that was no 
Treaſon to interfere with the ſyſtem of criminal juſtice which 
had long prevailed in Scotland, and under which they had 
lived happy and contented. In the preſent moment it was 
_ utterly impoſſible for the houſe to comply with the motion of 
the noble Earl, which had not been brought forward in a re- 
' gular manner, and ſurely it would be an act of ſupererogation 
to proceed to alter the penal law of Scotland in an eliential 
point, without a ſingle petition from the country upon the 
table, to call their attention to the ſubject, without any com- 
plaint that the exiſting law was a grievance, or any wiſh ex- 
preſſed 57 the people of Scotland that it ſhould be changed. 
It was propoſed only obiter, and appended as a rider to a Bill. 
Ih be reaſons urged in favour of it by the noble Lord were ra- 
ther extraordinary. He ſtated that the people of Scotland 


| were perfectly quiet; and in the very ſame breath that he re- 


preſents them as living contentedly under their preſent laws, 
he moved for an alteratioun. | | 
The Earl rag een ſaid, that when bis Majeſty's mi- 
niſters reſorted to the preſent Bill, and pretended it was ne- 
_ ceſla 7 to repreſs the ſpirit of diſcontent, which they repre- 
ſented as too ſtrang to be kept in awe by any other than the 
| moſt powerful remedies, he could not account for their re- 
fuſal to extend it to Scotland, and their obſtinate defence of 
the ſyſtems of criminal Jaw prevalent in that country, unleſs 
they meant fto follow the advice of one of their own body, 
who had expreſſed a wiſh, that the criminal law of Scotland, 
in caſes of ſedition, was extended to England, and made the 
Make , 
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Jaw here. He was afraid that the preſent Bill was a ſtep to 
he realizing of the deſign, It was, perhaps, only a trial how 
far the people of England would ſubmit to the approaches to the 
ſyſtem, and their acquieſcence would lead, at ſome period not 
very diſtant,” to its complete adoption, He did not defire to 
take his notions of the Jaw of Scotland from the noble Earl; 
but he muſt contend, that not himſelf only, but many diſtin. 
} emmy lawyers in Scotland, had been of opinion, that the 
aw as ſtated by the noble Earl (Mansfield), fo far from being 
underſtood to be the law of the country, that idea had never 
entered into the head of any but one man, till the conviction of 
certain perſons, which had produced the diſcuſſion referred 
to by the noble Lord, where the doctrine of the noble Earl 
was broached for the firſt time, 9 1 
The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, he did not riſe to give any an- 
ſwer to the imputation thrown on miniſters ; he diſdained a 
reply to ſuch a charge; but the ſummary of the noble Earl's. 
reaſoning reminded bim of the obſervation of an old lady, who 
uſed to fay, © I do not know how it happens, but the miniſter 
of the pariſh and J are always in the right.” And repeated his 
former arguments. % | 1 ac 
Tord Hawkſbury ſaid, much of what he had wiſhed to offer 
to their lordſhips had been anticipated by the noble Earl, who 
had juſt ſat down, who had ſo ably ſtated the ſtrong objections 
that preſented themſelves againſt the noble Earl's motion. 
His reaſons for thinking it ought to be received were certainly 
ſomewhat extraordinary. In the firſt place, the noble Earl 
had faid, that Scotland was at this time in a ſtate of perfect 
peace, tranquillity, ſubordination, and order, and had uſed 
that obſervation as an argument to ſhew, that an alteration of 
the penal laws of Scotland was neceſlary. Another matter 
| worthy of remark was, that the noble Earl had, for almoſt a 
week together, been endeavouring to perſuade their lordſhips, 
that the Bill was a violent act of oppreſſion to the ſubject, _ 
that it tended to deprive them of their moſt valuable privileges, 
and was founded in injuſtice and deſpotiſm ; and that day their 
4ordſhips had heard the noble Earl call upon them with all 
the force of his eloquence, and begged that this act of tyranny, 
injuſtice, and deſpotiſm, might be extended to Scotland, as a 
boon and a favour to that part of the kingdom. | . 
The Earl of Hopetoun ſaid the noble Earl had reduced him 
to the neceſſity of riſing, in order to expreſs his objection to 
the propoſed clauſe ; the people of Scotland, he well knew, 
were eaſy and happy under their penal laws as they ſtood at 
preſent, and if they were ſevere they deemed it a wholefome 
ſeverity that they poſſeſſed, ſince it enabled them to get rid of the 
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miſſionaries of ſedition, who came to their country with no 
other view but to perſuade them they were unhappy, when 
they felt the moſt perfect eaſe and ſatisfaction, and that, not- 
_ withſtanding the eſſential benefits and bleſſings they daily ex- 


er they ought to be diſcontented and plaintive. | 


hey well knew that their lives, their property, and their li- 
berty, were ſecured under the exiſting law of their country, 


and he was perfectly ſure that they did not wiſh for an alter- 


ation, | | | | 
The motion of the Earl of Lauderdale was then negatived 
without a diviſion, © _ | F 

Upon the queſtion being put that the Bill do paſs, 56 
The Dake of Bedford ſaid, after the very ample diſcuſſion 
the Bill before the houſe had undergone, during its progreſs 
to its preſent ſtage, he was ſenſible of the little proſpect left 
him of gaining the attention of their lordſhips, by novelty of 
argument, or force of reaſoning. It certainly was not his 

' with or deſign to occupy their lordſhips time, by going over 
the grounds of objection that had already been taken to the 


Bill. He felt, however, ſo great a depreſſion of ſpirits, and 


found himſelf ſo overwhelmed with anxiety of mind, when he 


contemplated the meaſure in queſtion, that, he confeſſed, he was 


impelled by thoſe ſenſations to oppoſe the bill through everyſtage 
bol it, and would endeavour, by one more effort, one further 
ſtruggle, to impreſs their lordſhips with the ſentiments he en- 
tertained on the ſubject. The firm and decided conduct of 
an oppoſition, feeble, in point of number, had indeed effected 
ſome change in the clauſes of the Bill, yet, while the principle 


was admitted, he had no conſolation but in having exerted 


himſelf to ſoften the evil which he could not prevent. 

I conceive, faid his Grace, this meaſure to be, not merely 

an extenſion of the criminal law, an extenſion of the general 
law, but a ſtab to the conſtitution, and an attempt to ſtrike 

at the foundation of the liberties of Engliſhmen, I ſhall 

therefore ſhortly advert to the reaſons by which this meaſure 

is ſupported, and the arguments by which theſe reaſons are 

enforced, I ought to ſay reaſon, for one only has been aſ- 
ſigned, namely, the outrage againſt his Majeſty, on the firſt 

day of the ſeſſion. This outrage we all equally lament: the 


ſentiments of regret, and abhorrence which we felt on the 


_ occaſion, we have ſtated in our addreſs to his Majeſty, and 
requeſted him to take all poſſible means to diſcover and punifh 
the authors, How then can this Bill operate with reſpe& to 
that outrage ? It is ſtated that its object is to render the perſon 
of his Majeſty more ſecure. No Jouve we would all chear- 


. 
wm 2 . — OE ne 


F 2 2 = 2.7 
ö To G * n 
7 rere oy "If - 
n ve. 2 8 * 
* 2 , £ 
* * 
1 Y 
a 2 rr 


fully N 


rn \ — 
EF 6 * 2 * wy , 4 3 + of „ ö + 
=>, <7 0-25 4 ” x. " e 5 — 1 * eee 2 
In IS 5 - 4 REA 2 - . * - — "II * t 1 5 » + 
SB Arr as "4 * a TT * D > oe WEI 4 - 1 . - * * 3 ky Aa” * 0 8 5 * 8 2 8 
, er . 25 r. * A es 2 SN dts 6 HE 2 he e a EE 5 „ : l = AI Bia gms do NA OS, 4 Me on EOS {nal 
ere — e.. * n . 2 een 8 24 . 8 8 ä 
* "4 : : N — I TER . * _ 26 8 a+ * — ay 8 1 5 45 


>, 
N 


* 


l 
r 
r 


[ LAI 9 
Lo.” ns x wage 
J * „ 
e ine artnet tre tun/es, 
IRS NR 
2222 


n 
Y F'Y * —_— 
22 3 3 
3 Ay 
We wr? oo s 
m 
— 


r 
„ r 
ILY 
4 


* 


* 
a wr ages 
— "ILL * 4% 
D 3 
nk "+: - 


„ 

1 nen 

8 Ws "Rs 

* — * 14 ** 
WM, 


> 


= <A>. 


1 w 
» * 7 q 


—— OE DI 5 N 
: . , 


” 
* 3 ad 


MS: WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. -[Loxnus | 


| fully concur in any meaſure, which might tend to the greater 


ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon. How can the perſon of his 
Majeſty be rendered more ſecure ? Does it not already poſſeſs 

all the guard which it can derive ſrom the reverence of office, 
and the enactments of law? Noble Lords are aware of the 
futility of the pretext, even while they ſet it up, and that 


greater ſecurity cannot be given to his Majeſty's perſon by 


any new law than it already poſſeſſes from the eſtabliſhed con- 
ſtitution. An attempt has been made to connect the outrags 


994 his Majeſty, wich the proceedings of certain meetings, 
w 


oſe ſeditious doctrines are ſaid to have been delivered, 
alienating from his Majeſty the affections of his ſubjects, and 
exciting their minds to contempt and hatred of the conſti- 
tution. To this 1 have only to anſwer, that, however pub- 


| lick and notorious the meetings that had taken place, to the 


proceedings of thoſe meetings, we cannot legiſlatively refer; 


chey are not before us in any parliamentary ſhape, or in any 


other upon which we can act. I wa be told that the noto- 


riety of theſe proceedings, and the frequent advertiſements 
which. we ſee in the papers calling them together, are ſuffi- 


cient grounds upon which we way go on the preſent oc- 
caſion. The aſſertion which had been made by. certain noble 


lords, that the late brutal and moſt abominable attack on his 


Majeſty's ſacred perlon, proceeded from perſons connected 


with any political party exiſting in the country, was ſuch as 


ought to be immediately repelled; it was an aſſertion utterly 
unſupported by the leaſt ſhadow of evidence, and totally un- 
founded in fact. It has not been proved, either that their pro- 
ceedings were of the nature which has been deſcribed ; much 
leſs has it been made out that there exiſted any connection 
between thoſe proceedings, and the outrage againſt his Ma- 


_ zeſty, or that the perſons who attended theſe meetings were 


concerned in committing that outrage, It is an argument 


which reſts merely upon aſſertion; and it were, ſurely, too 


much to proceed on fo ſlight a preſumption, in a mealure c 
ſuch ſerious conſequences, which goes to create new crimes, 


and to introduce new laws, contrary to the ſpirit of the con- 


ſtitution, and ſubverſive of the rights of the 17755 But 


not anly is there this abſence of proof, which ſhould preciude 


us from taking any eps on the ſubject; in the conduct of 
miniſters there are poſitive circumſtances which give room 


for ſuſpicion that they do not believe their own afſertion. | 
the proceedings of thoſe meetings were of that notoriety 


which has been deſcribed ; if their tendency went to thoſe 


objects which has been imputed to them; if the tenor of their 


diſcour 
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_ diſcourſes was calculated to alienate the affections of thoſe 
preſent from bis Majeſty, and incite their minds to diflike 
and hatred of the conſtitution z are there not laws already 
exiſting to repreſs thoſe meetings, and to punith the authors 
of thoſe diſcourſes? Do not minifters themſelves know that 
there are ſuch laws in exiſtence? I muſt therefore contend, 
that miniſters were guilty of a moſt ſhameful breach of their 
duty, if they neglected to enforce thoſe laws, and allowed 
the meetings to go on, while they were aware of their dange- 
rous tendency. Ought they not rather to have repreſſed their 
progreſs by thoſe means which the conſtitution has put into 
their hands, than now, by a new law, to ſeek to take away 
the lives ef thoſe, whom by their neglect, they ſuffered to 
advance to that pitch of criminality, which they now con- 
tend, renders an alteration of the conſtitution neceſſary. I 
| have therefore a right to infer, either that miniſters were 
guilty of a moſt ſcandalous breach. of duty, or that they 
do not believe their own aſſertion, when they impute to the 
meetings the ſeditious proceedings, and the dangerous ten- 
dency, whieh they have made the pretext for the preſent 
meaſure. Such then being the only reaſon which has been 
urged in ſupport of this Bill, it remains with your lordſhips 
to decide whether it is of that weight and authority, which 
ought to influence you to ſanction the paſſing of a new law, 
ſo ſerious in its nature, and ſo alarming in its probable conſe- 
quences. Could minifters, the Duke aſked, with truth complain 
that the remedies to the evils, which they deprecate, and the 
power of ſuppreſſing thoſe illegal principles, ſo dangerous to the 
ſovereign and the conſtitution, are not in their hands ? It was 
fot that they had not authority to exerciſe, or that the laws 
turniſhed no weapons to deſtroy the machinations of ſedition. 
Miniſters wiſhed to ſtretch the law beyond its tone. Had 
they done their duty they weuld have employed the juſt au- 
thority of the laws in puniſhing and ſuppreſſing ſedition, in- 
ſtead of ſeeking to convict the authors of treaſonable crimes. 
It was a ar Tg was 2a fatal idea that the ſeverity 
4 the law was the beſt protection of a government. 
it was common for ndble lords to go to France for their 
examples, ner would he there decline to meet them. He 
would confeſs that the French revolution was the moſt ſan- 
guinary and moſt calamitous which the hiſtory of mankind 
ever exhibited : but he would. tell their lordſhips how this 
diſaſtrous revolution was produced, and he would defy any 
one who heard him to.deny the cauſes he aſſigned. It was 
not effected by the harangues of field preachers, or the diſ- 
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nation in an unjuſt and. unneceſſary war—who ſquandered the 


grants of the publick money) will be found the conduct that 


and continue the war, aud to caule all its conſequent enor- 


that ſyſtem of bean be maintained; or how will a ſimilar 


Such attempts may ſilence the voice of complaint, but they 


a -WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. , [Loxps, 
cuſſions of political clubs [a cry of hear ! hear J. Yes, ſaid 
| his Grace, I repeat, that it was not by the operations of ſuch 
petty and unequal cauſes that ſo mighty an event was oc 
caſioned; it was by the profligate manners of a licentious 
court, which ſanctioned by its example, and extended by its 
| influence, a contempt of morals and of decency; A Corrupt 
and unprincipled ſucceſſion of miniſters, who involved the 


reſources, and irretrievably ruined the finances of a, flouriſhing 
, nation—who ſtretched the ſeverity. of the law beyond the 
ſufferance of human nature] It was by theſe cauſes that the 
old government of France forfeited the attachment and the ſup. 
port of the people. 8 mg 


In this country, the perſonal virtues of the monarch con- 

ſtitute a marked difference, the amiable character of the king 
may baniſh the licentious immorality of a French court. In 
the conſtitution of the cabinet, and the meaſures of corrupt 
and wicked miniſters, (for corrupt he was _ warranted 
to call them, in conſequence. of their profuſe and laviſh 


contributed to the fall of the French monarchy: a war under- 
taken, and obſtinately proſecuted, without regard to the 
intereſt or to the wiſhes of the people of this country; new 
places created, and rewards beſtowed upon the partizans of 
their corrupt ſyſtem; and penſions of almoſt unparalleled pro- 
fuſion. laviſhed upon the avowed adyocates. of cxconomy 3, nay, 
upon the very man who diſtinguiſhed himſelf at one time as 
the advocate of rigid aconomy, but whoſe. conduct, and 
whoſe writings had in an eminent degree contributed to create 


mous expences. Though happily the finances of this nation 
have not het reached that pitch of confuſion which haſtened 
the deſtruction. of the French government, how long can 


cataſtrophe be avoided? And will ſevere. meaſures, or daring 
encroachments upon the liberties of the pe pie prevent their 
diſſatisfaction? Gracious God in Heaven! exclaimed the 
Duke, that any ſet of men could think ſuch meaſures could 
enliven the hopes, or cheer the deſpair of a ſtarving people. 


cannot reach the mind that will brood. over the injuſtice; 


they may reſtrain and fetter the actions of men, but cannot vie 
make them love the, conſtitution, or reconcile them to the Th, 
government. The. ſmalleſt knowledge of the human heart 
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muſt convince miniſters of the danger and the folly of their 


deſigns. 


Before he concluded, the Duke ſaid, he muſt once more ſay, 
that if the laws already in exiſtence were adequate to the puniſh» 
ment of ſedition, and the ſuppreſſion of illegal meetings, mini- 
ſters were highly culpable if they did not employ the means 


furniſhed by the conſtitution to its protection and could not 


plead neceſſity for the introduction and for the enactment of a 
law which would inevitably overthrow the deareſt privileges 
of the people of England, | | | 


Lord Grenville ſaid, in anſwer, that he ſhould always be 
ready to defend any meaſure that he ſhould have the honour to 


bring forward, from the attacks that might be made on it. 


The noble Duke had ſet out with deſpairing of advancing much 
new argument againſt the Bill, and he certainly had urged 
little or none. He had relied chiefly on denying that he had 
any parliamentary knowledge of the proceedings of certain 


| ſocieties, and had aſked if their lordſhips knew any thing of 


them in their character of legiſlators? Jo this he muſt anſwer 


again, that the matter was two notorious to be doubted, and, 


inſtead of making a queſtion of that, he would aſk another. 


Could any man exiſt in this metropolis who did not know it? 


Was the ſubject brought before their lordſhips now for the firſt 


time? It had been before them long, and debated over and over” 


again; they had on their table a voluminous body of evidence 
not attempted to be denied or refuted. ' Had noble lords really 


forgotten the Reports of a committee of their lordſhips, and the 
Reſolution the houſe had come to in conſequence. Parties were 


afterwards proſecuted; and yet the proceedings of the London 
Correſponding Society were carried on with increaſed eagerneſs 
and boldneſs. No longer ago than the preceding day there had 
been a proof of this, Theſe proceedings were inconſiſtent 
with the public tranquility; and he was perſuaded their lord- 
ſhips would agree with him they ought to be ſuppreſſed. Then 
came the "on, W hether the exiſting law was adequate to 


the prevention of ſuch proceedings? The noble Duke had, ” 
indeed, nearly anſwered his own argument upon the point, 


when he had ſaid they ought to be left to the power of the 
law, as it now ſtands, if the law was ſafficient fgr-that pur- 
poſe, To which he would anſwer, that the prefent law was 
notoriouſly, and even ridiculouſly, inſufficient : it was upon 
that ground the preſent Bill was founded; and uponthat con- 
viction that their lordſhips had hitherto entertained this Bill, 
The noble Duke had aſked what proof was there of the con- 
nection between the proceedings at the meetings alluded to and 
the outrage which was offered to his 2 The anſwer * 
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vernment, and the concluſion was obvious; to that circum- 
5 body would undertake the taſk. The diſſeminating ſuch prin- 


new treaſons, it only altered the puniſhment applied to 


not merely from outrage and attack as brutal and ſcan- 
dalous as that lately attempted, but from an attack more ſuc- 
_ ceſsful and infinitely more lamentable, more horrid and more fa- 


the country by a proſligate adminiftration. That the French 
revolution was owing to a government in itſelf bad he was 
ready to admit. He would admit alſo, that not only the diſ- 


Europe. So far it was a revolution thatevery good man muſt 
approve; he had long wiſhed it a happy termination; and 


with which it ſet out. But what brought on all the plunders, 


various public meetings which took place. It was that ſyſtem, | 
their ſeditious practices, and the ferocious conduct of ſucceſ- 


the dangerous doctrines held forth at ſuch meetings tended to 
irritate and inflame the minds of the ignoraht and infatuated 
multitude, and to excite in them a diſlike of every form of go- 


ſtance was to be imputed all the miſchief that had ariſen, and 
the greater miſchiefs that were to be dreaded, if means were 
not taken for their timely prevention. Would any man under- 
take to Fore that they were not connected? He believed no- 


ciples muſt be injurious to the public intereſt, and therefore 
the Bill before News lorefhips provided for the ſafety of the 
Monarchy, which was eſſential to the ſafety of our conſtitu- 
tion. It creates not any erimes, nor did it conſtitute any 


both under the exiſting laws. In fact, the Bill was cal- 
culated not only as a means of preſerving the Sovereign, 


tal in its conſequences to the country. The noble Duke had 
alluded to the French revolution, and had thought proper to 
compare the meaſures purſued in France by the old court, and 
thoſe of the adminiſtration of which he had the honour to be a 
member. He had ftated that the cauſe of that revolution in 
France aroſe not out of clubs and public meetings, but from 
a form of government in itſelf bad, the eſſence of it being deſ- 
potic, and from the bad and heedleſs waſte of the finances of 


ſolute manners and imprudent conduct of the court, but the 
waſteful expenditure of the public money, and groſs inatten- | 
tion topublic finznce, were undoubtedly the chief cauſes of that 
revolution; a revolution ſo far from being deprecated by the 
government of this country, was regarded by them in a favour- 
able point of view, as it afforded a proſpect of encreafing the 
felicity of a great nation, and of contributing to the continu- 
ance of the tranquility which then ſubſiſted throughout 


happy would it have been had it proceeded on the principle 
aſſaſſinations, blood, and horror which afterwards deſolated 


France, was the ſyſtem of principles maintained by clubs and 
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live political factions which ruined the country, and diſturbed 
and agitated all Europe. 8 Political aſſemblics it was well 
known, had been held there in England which openly pro- 
felled to imitate the clubs. in France. Their publications, 
their doctrines, and the principles they avowed were ſimilar, 
and fimilar conſequences were to be apprehended and guarded. 
againſt z if they were ſuffered to continue ſcattering fifebrands 
where there was much combuſtable matter, their lordſhips and 
his majeſty's miniſters would have to anſwer to themſelves 
and to their country for the effects that might follow. Theſe 
clubs and ſocities proceeded on the Rights of Man, as they 
were called; tights, which, as they explained them, were in- 
compatible with the exiſtence of law, order, religian, or mo- 
_rality. The beſt rights that man could enjoy in a ſtate of ſo- 
ciety, were, protection to property, to perſon, and to that li- 
berty which could be enjoyed with ſecurity only under a go- 
vernment regulated by fax. | 3 
Te Duke of Bedford roſe to explain. When he had called 
for proof of the connection between the meetings of the politi- 
cal ſocieties, and the perpetrators of the outrage committed o 
his Majeſty, he did not require that fort of evidence which 
would be neceſſary to convict che Correſponding Society; but 
he thought that in ſo grave a proceedings their lordſhips ought 
to have had ſome better authority than bare preſumption, or un- 
ſupported aſſertions. Some evidence jo. got at leaſt to have 
been given, that ſedition was diſſeminated at thoſe meetings. 
| The noble Lord had referred to evidence which had been two 
years ſinee laid before their lordſnips. If the facts upon 
which the Bill was grounded, equally exiſted at the time, why 
was not a ſimilar proceeding, then adopted? The noble Lord 
ſaid, that the Bill did not create new treaſons or new crimes, 
it only went to puniſh with death, crimes, which, by the exiſt- 
ing laws, were liable to ſevere penalties. Surely: theſe penal - 
ties might have been ſufficient, if they had been Pee en- 
forced, to have checked the progreſs of cheſe crimes, and pre- 
vented the neceſſity of new puniſhments. If theſe penalties 
had not been enforced, the blame lay with miniſters, and their 
former negligence was now made the ground of their fan- 
guinary policy, which led them to introduce a ſyſtem of texror 
Into this heretotore free county. 
The Earl of Lauderdale felt himſelf called upon to trouble 
their lordthips in conſequence of what had fallen; from the 
noble Secretary of State, who had not, in his opinion, by any 
means anſwered the objections of his friend the noble Duke. „ 
He had been contented with aſſerting, according to the cuſtom 
of miniſters, that the evil of * and ſeditious meetings 1 
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„%  WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Loxys, 
exiſt, and that they were incompatible with the ſafety of our 
overnment. Of this he had given no proof whatever, but 
had referred to the proof that was given of a plot on a former 
occaſion; of which plot alſo there had been no real proof 
for the perſons who had been accuſed under it and tried at the 
Old Bailey, had not one of them been found guilty. The 
noble Secretary of State had complained that the doctrines 
held and the publications circulated by theſe meetings neceſ- 
_ farily led to endanger the King's life, and therefore the Bill 
had been brought in to check the progreſs of ſuch proceedings, 
and the better to ſecure his Majeſty's perſon. Ie was thus 
miniſters had always acted. They always alledged danger to 
the ſtate, as a pretext for extending their own power, inſtead 
of uſing the power which they already had with vigour and 
with energy. He was willing to admit that diſcontent among 
the people did exiſt in a conſiderable degree, but he muſt con- 
tend that it did not ariſe frem the cauſe which the noble Secre- 
tary of State alledged. It was not from diſloyalty or diſlike of 
the perſon of his Majeſty that theſe complaints came, on the 
contrary, he was beloved by his ere It was from the 
conduct of his Majeſty's adviſers; and under that view of the 
ſubject, he would ſay, it would be ſtrange indeed if the people 
did not complain. He would go further; he would ſay they 
ought to meet, and energetically oppoſe this Bill; and he had 
no doubt it was under tnat idea that they met the preceding 
day in a manner that had given ſo much offence to the noble 
Secretary of State. God forbid that the Bill before their 
lordſhips ſhould ever pats into a law, the people, he was ſatiſ- 
fed, would abhor it, the more eſpecially as they underſtood 
from the noble Secretary of State himſelf, that this Bill was 
only one of a ſuite of meaſures, which miniſters had in con- 
templation. It was intended only to feel the pulſe of the peo- 
le, a mere experiment to try their temper, and to learn 
whether they are prepared to ſubmit to deſpotiſm. In that 
view the people ſaid, and under that impre ſſion they would de- 
teſt it; from the ſample which the noble Secretary had offer- 
ed, he believed he might ſave himſelf, and his e bene the 
trouble of bringing any more of the ſame ſort of goods to market. 
It was curious and amuſing, to hear the noble Secretary de- 
clare, that the great object of the Bill was, a further ſecurity 
for his majeſty's perſon. In order to ſtrengthen their own 
hands and ſet controul at defiance, miniſters had made uſe of 
the infamous and favage attack on his majeſty, to introduce 
Bills which went to deſtroy the liberties of the ſubject, by 
annihilating the principles of the conſtitution. © With regard 
do the perſonal ſafety of his majeſty, they had been as _ 


' 
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and as regardleſs in the hour of danger, as they had ſhewn 
themſelves on every other important occaſion.  Apprized as 
they confeſſed they had been of the inſult offered to his ma- 


jeſty in his way to the houſe, to fulfil one of the moſt impor- 


tant functions of the royal authority, how had miniſters. 


conducted themſelves? They had ſuffered him to return without 
additional guards, or any. precaution whatever to prevent a 
_ repetition of the inſult, aud by ſuch impotent and negligent 
conduct, they had expoſed his majeſty to ſtill greater danger than 
he had before experienced. Had he had the honour of attend= 
ing his majeſty on that day, a dagger ſhould have pierced his 
breaſt, before any ruffian ſhould have reached the perſon of 
his ſovereign. This he mentioned to ſhew the little care which 


miniſters had manifeſted for the king's perſon; a plea which 


they now made uſe of, for offering the preſent Bill to their 
| lordſhips. Their real one was as he had already ſtated, to 
encreaſe their own power, and to conceal, if poſſible, the 
ſhame and confuſion which they had brought upon themſelves, 
by the madneſs with which they had proſecuted the war. 
They kimnp that unleſs they could prevent the people from 


meeting and uttering their complaints, their own diſgrace 
would follow, and therefore, under the pretext of providing 


for the ſafety of the king, ae” 2 ret endeavouring to provide 
for their own: If the Bill paſſed, the moſt valuable part of the 


conſtitution would be gone. Enough might indeed be left of 


it to enable miniſters to ſwell their ſpeeches, with pompous 
epithets upon its excellence, but nothing to ſwell the heart ↄf an 


honeſt Engliſhman with pride and joy] Inſtead of endeavour- 


ing to correct their errors, miniſters manifeſted a diſpoſition to 
ſilence the people who complained of them. Was it wonder- 
ful that the people ſhould complain? At what did they com- 
plain? This had well been illuſtrated by the noble Duke, who 
had ſpoken ſo eloquently in the debate. The people were 
inſulted by ſeeing the moſt ſhameful negligence of their inte- 
reſts, by ſeeing miniſters attempting to make it criminal to 
complain, by ſeeing the moſt- profligate waſte of the public 
money, by ſeeing the moſt provoking inſults offered to them, 


in the vaſt ſums that were laviſhed upon courtiers, and court 


dependents; by ſeeing penſions granted daily to apoſtates; a pen- 
ſion, for inſtance, and a large one too, to a man who was once 
the champion of œconomy, but whoſe chief merit with miniſ- 


ters were that of having attacked the principles of freedom, and 


of having contributed very conſiderably to involve us in the 
preſent war. Mr. Burke, the man he meant, for why ſhauld 
he not name him, way to have an enormous penſion, for en- 


deavouring 
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2 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.. ones 
deavouring to inculeate doctrines, that tended to extinguiſh. 
the principles of. freedom. It was upon this idea of the ſuc- 
ceſs ſuch doctrines had met with in a certain quarter, no doubt, 

tat a right reverend and learned prelate had founded his po- 
litical creed, and thought proper to declare, that the maſs of 

„ the people had nothing to do with the laws but to dbey them, 

þ klere the Biſßop of Rocheſter cried hear! hear! hear!] he 

Ti heard the vociferation of the learned prelate, he was perfectly 
welcome to do fo, that he might enjoy unenvied all the praiſe 


273 . that was due to the worthy maxim; he believed he was the 
my only man in the houſe who could have uſed it; he believed 
6 | that no temporal Lord could have ſoared ſo high; be that as 


it might, there could be no doubt but that his majeſty's mi- 
A niſters muſt have reliſhed it extremely, becauſe it exactly fell 
_— in with their own principles. Indeed it was not wonderful 
that the reverend and learned prelate ſhould have expreſſed 
himſelf fo boldly, as it was always remarked by thoſe who 
were beſt acquainted with the human character, that converts 
are the moſt violent, and the moſt prone to run into extremes. 
The learned prelate was willing to atone in pariiament for his 
conduct befor: his voice could be heard in it. He bad for- 
3 merly entertained different ſentiments, he had attended, as he 
underſtood, a meeting that was held in the Borough ſome 
1 _m_ ago for the purpoſe of obtaining. a Parliamentary Re- 


— - * 
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ö orm, but the opinions of biſhops as well as of other men varied 
© and changed with circumſtances, and therefore the right re- 
: ; verend prelate could do no lets than read his recantation. 
= The right reverend prelate had, however, not very improperly; 
5 at the ſame time, confeſſed his ignorance of law. Indeed 
wi. without any thing more than a general knowledge of law, and 
| fome acquaintance with political treatiſes, he might have learnt 


that the people had ſomething elſe to do with the laws than merely 
to obey them, that they had a tight to diſcuſs their propriety, 
ö | to conſider their juſtice, and when they felt them oppretlive to 
| petition againſt them, to complain of them as grievances, and 
to pray the parliament to repeal them, Theſe were .acknow- 
g ledged conſtitutional doctrines, doctrines laid down by every 
ö writer of authority on the conſtitution, in almoſt every reign of 
our hiſtory. The right reverend prelate appeared, however, to 
have made a convert of the noble Secretary, whoſe ideas of the 
1 rights of the people, pretty mueh correſponded with thoſe of the 
| reverend prelate. What, he aſked, did the noble Secretary 
mean by ſtigmatizing with evety term of reproach a peaceable 
| aſſembly, convened for the purpole of conſidering a Bill 
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lawful privileges? Perhaps the noble Secretary borrowed his 


idea from another ſpeech which he had once heard, and took 


offence at the tribunes which were erected in fight of. riſing 
villages, and ſmoaking brick-kilns. With regard to the free 


diſcuſſion of parliamentary proceedings, was there ever, à 
common turnpike Bill brought into parliament, without being 


to its importance? If the privilege of political diſcuſſion was 


allowed on matters of trivial and partial concern, bow much 


more ought it to be permitted on ſubjects of important and 
general intereſt ? Perhaps, the noble Secretary was offended at 
the recent proof that had been offered him of the remains of 


the ancient ſpirit of Engliſhmen, which it has been the object of 


his whole adminiſtration to cruſh. They had been told that 
miſdemeanors and ſeditions were frequent and alarming, but 


were not the exiſting laws of the country ſufficient to puniſh 


and repreſs them? Where was the proof of that ſpirit of ſedi- 


tion which they had excited for the deſtruction of the conſti- 
tution, or where was the proof of the exertions of miniſters to 
. repel its aſſaults? Was there one perſon. whom they ſuſpected, 


whom they had not proſecuted? Had all the laws in exiſtence 


for the ory rs and puniſhment of treaſon and ſedition been 


admini 


red? Had every exertion which could be made been 


uſed; and after all, was the evil found to remain? If theſe 


queſtions could be anſwered in the affirmative, then ſomethiag 
like a caſe was made out; but if, on the contrary, no exertion 
had been uſed to put the exiſting laws in execution againſt 
offenders, it was the magiſtrates who were entruſted with the 


adminiſtration of juſtice, and nos the ſcanty proviſions of the 
law, on whom we were to charge the evils of which they 
complain. He knew, that miniſters had on one occaſion ex- 
_ erted themſelves, through the medium of the courts, to try 
how far the law of treaſon would go. Their malice was 
however diſappointed by their ignorance, and becauſe they 


could not bring their wiſhes to meet the law, they wanted to 
frame the law ſo as to meet their wiſhes. Every part of their 


conduct he ſaid, proved the incapacity of miniſters; and the 


manner in which they had acted manifeſted that incapacity in 
the whole conduct of this war. There appeared to be an in- 


| kimate connection between the operations of their military and 
civil policy. In the courſe of the war, they have talked 


mightily. of armaments and expeditions, while their ſhips were 


lying inactive in port, and the troops were half dead before 
| their deſtination was known; with regard to their much 
_ boaſted expedition and armament for the Weſt Indi 


es: the 
ſhips 


diſcuſſed in ſome meeting, more or leſs numerous, according 


* 


; = 


4 
+ gc ye EIS. N 1 22 3 
3 R 
2 1 N 8 
I i rc 4 ve EOS EI 
= FF 
- — — —— 
er we Res IE Ar gn en” 2 2288 
a SF 3 = — <= cf 
2 : * er 
. . DN Ts 2 * rh 1 
re Se 71 
— — 1 LES 4 7 YT. x _-— f b 


tes 
3 8 
2 


— * 


- 
2 8 
2 2 of 
— - —_ — — — 
— 7 4 oy * 
X Nn rs N 7 
NT Ee EE hook 3 * 
ae — © a. +4. 
. = os * 
204 , 
” yk as 


4 * 
- << 
hr ig * 


£544 
of 


2, WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Fosse. 
ſhips were ſtill lying in port, and anc ns would not fail theſe 
three weeks; and now they cry out loudly of ſedition, while 
we neither hear of any vary e being lodged againſt offen- 
ders, nor puniſhment inflicted upon the offences. His noble 
Friend, the noble Duke he ſaid, had traced, in a ſttain of ad- 
mirable eloquence, the connection between the circumſtances 
which gave birth to the revolution in France, and the preſent 
fituation of this country; and the only obſervation which he 
would make, in addition to what his noble Friend had faid, 
was, that when any government perſeveres in a ſyſtem of ex- 
travagance and oppreſſion, means will always be found out by 
the people to get rid of their oppreſſors. The miniſters of this 
country might go on for a time in the ruinous meaſures 
which they have adopted, but he warned them of the danger 
of driving a once free and high ſpirited people, to thoſe raſh 
and violent ſteps which deſpair alone can diftate. He concluded 
3 with expreſſing his diſtruſt of any exertion that he could 
4 make, being able to convince their lordſhips of the injuſtice 
1 and impolicy of the Bill, though he had the conſolation of 
baving done his duty, and been inſtrumental in meliorating 
ſome of its clauſes. The indecent haſte and contempt. of 
public opinion, which miniſters had particularly manifeſted in 
the courſe of their proceedings on the preſent momentous bu- 
ſimneſs, was moſt ſcandalous and ſhameful. He concluded with 
_ declaring, that he hoped that the ſpirit of the people would 
me itſelf throughout every part of the kingdom, becauſe he 
was perſuaded that nothing elſe would fave the ſtate from 
ruin. e . . 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he ſhould not have riſen. to offer a 
ſingle word in anſwer to the noble Earl, who ſpoke laſt, had 
he not mentioned the caſe of Mr. Burke. To that he muſt 
= anſwer, that he was proud to boaſt of the part he had taken 
—_ in recommending the penſion of that gentleman, and was 
| ready to take his ſhare of reſponſibility for it. He was glad 
to have the opportunity of avowing it; and of aſſerting in that 
publick manner, that a publick reward was never more me- 
rited for the moſt eminent and important ſervicess No 
man could boaſt of ſervices to this country, and to mankind | 
at large more meritorious; and he was perſuzded that the pub- 
lick would feel for that great character a'laſting gratitude, for 
having oppoſed the ſhield of reaſon, and ſound argument to de- 
fend the wiſe eſtabliſhments of our anceſtors in common, with 
all the great men of former times, againſt the dafing inroads 
of the moſt pernicious and dangerous principles and .doctrines 


ever broached by folly, enthuſiaſm and madneſs. —— 
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The Biſhop of Roc heſter came forward, as ſoon as the Earl 
of Lauderdale fat 

which the noble Earl had been pleaſed perſonally to allude to 
him, and to what he had ſaid on a former night, he muſt in- 
trude upon their lordſhips for a few minutes indulgence; how 


far it was regular to advert to a former debate, it was not for 


him to deeide, but as he had been fo pointedly attacked, he 
truſted their lordſhips would favour him with their attention 
| While he endeavoured to explain. It had been ſtated that he 
had confeſſed his ignorance of law. That was a miſtake: he 
imputed no ſuch ignorance to himſelf, . As a part of general 
learning, without pretending to any knowledge of technical 
diſtinctions, he underſtood ſomething of law. When com- 
red to thoſe who had made that ſcience their 1 
ſtudy, it was ſurely no reproach to be unlearned. Upon ge- 
neral knowledge of law, he did not affect to ſtate himſelf to be 
inferior to other noble Lords; 5 not inferior to the 
noble Duke, who on a former night rebuked him for ſaying that 
the maſs of the people had nothing to do with the laws but to 
obey them. That maxim he had not delivered without accom- 
panying it with ſome expreſſed reſerve, and it muſt be other 
arguments than thoſe, which he had heard from the noble 
Earl that evening, that could induce him to retract the ſen- 
timent. To that ſentiment adopted upon the fulleſt convic- 
tion and deliberation, he firmly adhered. The noble Earl, ſaid 
the biſhop, alluding to what I formerly advanced, has ſaid 
that it is the duty of the ſubject not only to obey the laws, but 
| alſo to ſtudy them. And who is there that can diſpute with him 
the truth of this declaration? Who ee ns ; 
in that aſſertion than myſelf? But it becomes a legiilator in 
particular to ſtudy the law in its different connections and 
bearings; and let me tell the noble Lord, that I ſhould con- 
ſider myſelf unworthy of the ſituation I hold in this houſe, if T 
neglected that ſtudy. 1 therefore freely admit, that it is the 
people's right to ſtudy the law, as much as it is their duty to 
obey it. f as readily grant they have a right to ſtate their 
grievances, and by af lawful and conſtitutionab means, to 
endeavour to obtain a repeal of ſuch laws as appear to them to 


be partial or oppreſſive. Admitting this, I muſt, under theſe 
reſtrictions, repeat, that the individual has nothing to do with , 
the laws, but to obey them. Where any law particularly af- 


fects any number of individuals, it was, undoubtedly the right 
of ſuch individuals to meet to diſcuſs its merits or its demerits, 


and to come to a' refolution either to ſupport or oppoſe, by 7 


reaſonable means, ſuch law; to * the legiſlature that ſuch a 
Vor. I. 1795. e ns law 
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down, and ſaid, after the pointed manner in 
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2s WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ” [Lesen. 
law, as ſhall appear to them to be good, may be enacted; 
or that ſuch, as may appear to be bad, may be repealed: To 
expreſs their ſenſe of it in ſober and decent terms, but that 
after this was done, and the legiſlature had decided, the people 
had nothing to do with the law but to obey it. This reſerve he 
had before expreſſed, and had mentioned the Snuff, and 
Glove Tax, as inſtances, where free diſcuſſion was not only 
juſtifiable, but called for. By this maxim, thus qualified, he 


Engliſh prelate. The ſentiment he had promulged, fo far 
to ſuch a free 


Called upon to obey the laws, becauſe the miſerable inhabitants 


_ tary whim of their tyrant. Neither was the ſentiment appli- 
cable to Genevaor any Republick, becauſe in a democracy, the 


With 5 gan to the Bill before the houſe, he thought it a wit 
and a ju 


ttmat it applied new puniſhments to old offences. It had been 


| libels. The HEE was ſo far from operating as a puniſh- 
_ conſidered as the poſt of honour, and the ſure road to fame 
und fortune, ever ſince Williams ſtood in the pillory, for 

publiſhing the North Briton, No. 45. It was therefore 

ardentiy coveted by the advocates 7 

The noble Earl had mentioned an anecdote of being preſent | 


recollect, to what the noble Earl alluded; if the noble Earl | 


would ſubmit to die under the guillotine if it were neceſſary. 
The noble Earl on a preceding evening had faid, with that 
wit and pleaſantry, which he could reliſh, even when directed 
againſt himſelf, that the ſentiment he had expreſſed, would 
have better become the mouth of a mufti, than that of an 


from e to be a bad one, ſeemed applicable only 
ate as ours. In Conſtantinople no man was 


of that city had no laws to obey, but were forced to ſubmit 
to the deſpotic will, the fluctuating caprice and the momen- 


people muſt bend to the ſudden violence and raſh decrees of 
their popular afſemblies. But with us, where the law was 
ſupreme, he would ſay again, under the former qualification, 
that the people have nothing to do with the law but to obey it. 


one. It had been objected to it, that it created new 
crimes ; with more conſiſtency and truth it might be ſaid, 


faid, that the law as it ſtood was ſufficient to all that was re- 
quired, The fact was undeniably otherwiſe. The licen- 
tiouſneſs of the preſs, could not be checked without a new 
law. Was it not notorious, that men who had been confined 
for libels, lived in priſon luxuriouſly on the profits of freſh 


ment, that to be ſet in it was a ſtepping-ſtone to glory; it was 


agents of libellers, 


and atheiſts. 


o 


at a meeting for Parliamentary Reform ; he declared he did not 


would 
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would have the goodneſs. to tell him when and where, he 
would acknowledge it, for he believed there were but few 
of the actions of his life which he ſhould with to conceal. 
| He recollected no ſuch thing; nor was he much a frequenter 
of public meetings. Excluſive of recent meetings neceſſarily 
convened for the relief of the poor, at which he had aſſiſted, 
the only publick meeting he recollected having been preſent 
at, was one about 14 years ago, and then he did attend, as he. 
remembered, for the purpoſe of ſupporting a gentleman a an elec- 
tion for a member for Surrey, in oppoſition to a miniſterial can- 
didate; whom he did not think a fit perſon to be choſen. The 
Biſhop concluded his able ſpeech, with returning his thanks 
to their lordſhips for their indulgene. DIX: dae 


* 


e 3 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that feeling himſelf particularly 
called upon, he muſt ſay that from the explanation which they 
had juſt heard-from' the noble- prelate of his 3 
declaration on à former night, there ſeemed to be ſo | 
variation from what he conceived really to have been ſaid; 
and that had been guarded and qualified with ſo much reſerve 
and exception, that he conſidered the objectionable ground of 
the reverend prelare's ſentiment in a great meaſure removed, 
though the' impreſſion of the maxim, as firſt broached was 
not altered. He, for one, had not doubted the learned pre- 
late's knowledge of the law, indeed his ſpeech of that evening 
proved that he underſtood, and knew how to apply it with ad- 
vantage. If the noble prelate had perſiſted in aſſertingin an una 
qualified manner what he conceived him to haveadvanced in 
preceding debate, he "certainly would have moved that Yo 
noble prelate's words ſhould have been taken down, and 
| ſhould have thought any man who held ſuch unconftitutional 
doctrine ought to be himſelf placed on the * ſtepping- ſtonè to 
glory, and in the poſt of honou -. 
| he Earl of Lauderdale coincided in the ſentiments of his 
noble friend, and was glad to ſee that the noble prelate had not 
ſo far forgotten his duty, as to. diſdain tolendeavour to make 
ſome explanation of what the houſe muſt think was at leaſt 
inadvertently uttered. With regard to what he had ſaid of the 
reverend pteſate having been preſent at a publiek meeting, he 
had not mentioned the fact lobſely or idly; he could aſſure the 
reverend prelate he ſpoke from authority, having heard the 
eircumſtance from the perſon who ſat next to him at the 
meeting to which he alluded.-- e I eee 
Ihe Earl of Abingdon delivered his ſentiments in a deſul- 
tory and eccentric manner againſt the Bill. His lordſhip 
faid, he ſhould give his moſt hearty oppoſition to the Bill, be- 
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cauſe he thought it an unneceſſary” infringement. upon the 
| hberty of the people, which he would never ſuffer if he could 
help it, He was one of the guardians of the people, nd 
had been a faithful one; he had never intrigued with any party. 
He took notice of what had been ſaid of the character of the 
Earl of Clarendon in a former debate, and declared, he had 
an extract of no great length to read to their lordſhips from 
2 work, the author of which drew that ſtate ſman in a very 
different point of vien, from that in which the two noble 
lords (Earl of Mansfield and Lord Grenville) had placed 
him. In the firſt place he had to obſerve, that Lord Cla- 
rendon was a very ſuperſtitious fellow, and believed in ghoſts; 
but he would read a curious dialogue out of this book about 
him. His lordſhip then took a. book from his pocket and 
read a paſſage, in which Lord - Clar-ndon's character was 
very freely dealt with. Being aſked (by the Marquis Townſ- 
bend) who the author was, he ſaid, he really did not know, 
zs he purchaſed the work at a ſtall; like the, biſhops the au- 
thor was ſtall fed. Before he proceeded to read the next paſ- - 
ſage, he wiſhed: to obſerve, that he thought the old doctrine of 
paſve obedience and;non-reſiftance was revived : he was in 
hopes it had been quite butied ſince James the. Second's reign. 
He wiſhed to aſk the reverend prelate, (Bp. of Rocheſter) whe- 
ther vox populi was not vox Dei? He would prove it was, and 
that Ged Almighty always inſpired the people upon ſuch oc- 
caſions, and would do fo ſtill : he would prove this by authors 
as old as Methuſalem. He then read a page or two more, 
arid having finiſhed reading, his lordſhip ſaid, with regard to 
Mr. Burke, he had himſelf written againſt ſome of his doc- 
rine, but he would never anſwer him, becauſe. what he 
ſaid was unanſwerable. If the Bill paſſed, he: faid, reſiſt- 
ance to it might be deemed rebellion, but if the compat _ 
ſettled by the Bill of Rights were broken, it might 
happen that the government might be in a ſtate of rebellion 
againſt. the people. His lordſhip added, that the arguments that 
he had heard that day, appeared to him to be calculated to en- 
ſorce the exploded principle of paſſive obedience and non- 
reſiſtance, and that all who preached and maintained ſuch 
doctrine, whether biſhops or lay peers, temporal or ſpiritual 
lords, were damned, beyond all poſſibility of redemption by | 
revolutionary principles. He. ſaid, he was not prepared ta 
diſcuſs the Bill, or he would have come with a philippic 
againſt. it, as he was fure he could have urged arguments 
that would have convinced their lordſhips it ought not to pals. 
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reſerve in which he had explained his meaning on 2 former 
night, he would be ready at any time to re- aſſert his. opinions 
He owned, he had not peruſed the treatiſes of writers as old 
as Methuſalem, nor did he believe any authors ſo old, had 
treated of the rights of Britiſh, ſubjects under the conſti- 
tution of this country, but he had read enough of the 
works of writers who were not quite ſo old, to know that 
freedom of diſcuſſion of all matters capable of being deemed 
matters of 8 was an Engliſhman's peculiar privilege. 
The queltion being put, that the Bill. do paſs, & the houſe 
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|... HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Mr. Ryder moved for leave to put off the order of the day 
for the houſe to. reſolve itſelf into a committee to conſider 
further upon the high price of corn to Monday following, on 
which day the Select Committee expected to be able to make 
its report. In the mean time he was authoriſed to ſay that 
that committee had decided upon one point, namely; “ The 
trade is to be- left open to merchants to import corn' from any 
foreign country for the ſupply of our markets without any 
interference on the part of government, and a bounty will bs 
* The following it an authentic Copy of the Bill, as it paſſed the © 
Houſe of Lords, and was ſent din by their Lordfhips to the 


Houſe of Commons. ll Rh Woes” 
An Act for the ſafety and preſervation of his Majeſty's perſon and government 
a againſt treaſonable and ſeditious 2 N | 

WE, vous Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQts,. the Lords. ſpiritual and 
temporal, and Commons of Great Britain, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, 
duly conſidering the Caring outrages offered to your Majeſty's moſt ſacred. perſon, 
an jour paſſage to and from your parliament at the opening of this prefent ſeffion, 
and alſo the continued attempts of wicked and evil diſpoſed perſons to diſturb the 
tranquillity of this vour Majeſty's kingdom, particularly by the multitude of 
Pamphlets and ſpeeches daily printed, publiſhed, and diſperſed, with unremitting 
induſtry, and with a tranſcendent boldneſs, in contempt of your Majeſty's royal 

rſon and dignity, and tending to the overthrow of the laus, government, and - 
app) conſtitution of theſe realms, have judged that it is become neceſſary to pro- 
vide a further remedy againſt all ſuch treaſonable and ſeditious practices and at- 
*apts; We, therefore, calling eo mind the good and wholeſome proviſions which 
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d deced, being legally convicted thereof, upon the oaths of two lawful and credible 
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Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he had given notice that he ſhould bring 
forward a motion reſpecting corn as that day, but the objet 
being in part obtained, what he meant to urge was un- 

uE: I ON ET ors 

The orders of the day for the houſe to refolve itſelf into 

a Committee of Ways and Means and a Committee of 'Supply 
were. put off till Monday following. | 27 ET core IG 


Tue houſe then reſolved itſelf into Committees on the Land- 
tax, the Malt Bill, and the Manufactory of Starch, when 
the various amendments were read and agreed to, and notice 
given that the reports would be received on Monday ee 


= 
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| have at different times been made by the wiſdom of parliament for the averting 
uch dangers, and more eſpecially for the ſecurity and preſervation of the perſons 
_ of the ſovereigns of theſe realms: | | | 
5 ET Do moſt huntÞly beſeech your Majeſty, Fa 
That it may be enacted; and be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, 
dy and with the advice and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal. and Com- 
mons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the authority of the fame, 
that if any perſon or perſons whatſoever, after the day of the paſling of this act, 
during the natural life of our moſt gracious ſovereign Lord the King, (whom Al- 
mighty God preſerve and bleſs with a long and proſeprous reign), and until the 
end of the next ſeſſion of parliament after a demiſe of the crown, ſhall, within the 
realm or without, compats, imagine, invent, deviſe, or intend death or deſtruc- 
tion, or any bodily harm tending to death or deſtruction, matm' or wounding, im- 
priſon ment or reſtraint of the perſon of the ſame our ſovereign Lord the King, his 
| heirs and ſucceſſors, or to deprive or depoſe him or them from the ſtile, honour, 
or kingly name, of the imperial crown of this realm, or of any other of his Ma- 
jefty's dominions or countries; or to levy war againſt his Majeſty, his heirs and 
fueceſſors, within this realm or without; or to move or ſtir any foreigner or ſtran- 
ger with force to invade this realm, or any other his Majeſty's dominions or 
Countries, under the obeiſance of his Majefty, his heirs and ſucceſſors; and ſuch 
compaſſings, imaginations, inventions, devices, or intentions, or any of them, 
Mall expreſs, utter, or declare, by any printing, writing, or other overt act or 


witneſſes, upon trial, or otherwiſe convicted or attainted by due "courſe of law, then 
every ſuch perſon and perfons ſo as aforeſaid offending; ſhall be deemed, declared, 
and adjudged, to be a traitor and traitors, and ſhall ſuffer pains of death, and allo 
Joſe and forfeit as in caſes of high treaſon. „ A 
And be it further enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That if any ut 
perſons within that part of Great Britain called England, at any time from and 
after the day of the paſſing of this act, during his Majeſty's life, and until the 
end of the end of the next ſeflion of parlament after the demi ſe of the crown, 
Mall maticiouſly and adviſedly, by writing, printing, preaching or other ſpeak- 
ing, expreſs, publiſh, utter, or declare, any words ſentences. or other thing or 
things, to incite or ſtir up the people to hatred or contempt of the perſon of his 
Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or the government and conftitution of this realm, 
as by law eftabliſhed, then every ſuch perſon and perſons, 3 thereof legally 
convicted, ſhall be liable to ſuch puniſhment as may by law be inflicted in caſes of 
high miſdemeanors; and if any perſon or perſons ſhall, after being ſo convicted, 
oftend a ſecond time, and be thereupon convicted, before any commiſſion of oyer 
and terminer, or gaol delivery, or in his Majeſty's Court of King's Bench, ſuch 
rſon or perſons may, on ſuch ſecond conviction, be adjudged, at the diſcretion 
| of the Court, either to be baniſhed this realm, or to be tranſported to ſuch * 
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irits from wheat and other articles of grain, &c, and 
| 1 the working of diſtilleries for a limited time Mr. 
Heſſe wiſhed to extend the prohibition to an article conſumed 
chiefly by the poor, molaſſes. In conſequence of the. prohi- 
bition upon other materials for diſtillation, this article had 
been ſo much uſed for that purpoſe, 1 that it had riſen to nearly 
double its uſual price; that is to ſay, from 18 ſhillings to 50 
the cwt. or by retail from two-pence halfpenny to ſixpence 
per 1b, He was aware that he could not now make any 
motion for the prohibition. of molaſſes, but he ſuggeſted it in 
the committee that ſome enquiry might hereafter” be made, 
and he hoped the prohibition would enſue. 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, undoubtedly, no motion could by made; be- 
cauſe it would be irregular; if it even were regular, he ſhould 
have been induced to object to it, becauſe the conſumption of 
the article in queſtion, as uſed in the diſtilleries, was of more 
importance to the revenue than the prohibition could be ad- 
vantageous to the poor. Enquiries had already been made 
| OO it, * it had been found that treacle was not uſ, ed 


4 


28 wall 3 by his w Majeſty for the tranſportation of offenders, for ſuch 
term as tbe court may appoint, not exceeding ſeven years. 

Provided always, That no perſon or perſons, by virtue of this preſent 3. 
mall incur any of the penalties herein - before mentioned, unleſs he or they be 
proſecuted within three months next after the offence committed, and the pro- 
ſecution brought to trial within the ſame term, aſſize, or ſeſſions, or that which 
Mall next enſue after filing the information, or the indictment being found, 
unleſs the court in which the ſame is depending ſhall, on ſpecial ground Rated 
by motion in open court, think fit to enlarge the time for the trial thereof, or 
unleſs the defendant ſhall be proſecuted to an outlawry. 


dicted, arraigned, condemned, cönviched, or attainted, for any of the treaſons 
or offences aforeſaid, unleſs the fame offendet or offenders be thereof accuſed by 
the teſtimony of two lawful and credible witneſſes, upon oath z which witneſſes, 
at the time of the ſaid offender or offenders arraizment, ſhall be brought in per- 
ſon before him or them, face to face, and hall openly} avow and maintain, 
upon oath, what they have to ſiy againſt him or them concerning the treaſon 
or offences contained in the ſaid indictment, unleſs the party or "Panties ee 
ſhall willingly, and without violence, confeſs the ſame. 


ſons that ſhall at any time be accuſed, or indicted, or proſecuted, for any offence 
made or declared to be treaſon by this act, ſhall be entitled to the benefit of the 
act of parliament, made in the ſcvanth year of his late Majeſty King William 
the third, intituled, “ An act for re sulating of trials in caſes of treaſon, and 
miſpriſion of treafon; * and alfo to the proviiions made by another act of par- 
liament, Called in the ſeventh year of her late Mazetty Queen Anne, intitaled, 
© An at for improving the union of the two tkingloms.”” 

Provided alſo, and be it enacte l, that nothing in this act contained ſhall extend, 
or be conſtrued to extend, to prevent or att: cr any proſecution by information ar 
indictment at the ehmmon law, for any offenca w.tain the provifions of tuis 125 
aan the 8 ſhall have been rt A: under this act. | 
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In a committee to prevent the making of low wines and 


Provided always, and be it enacted, That no perſon or perſons mall be in- 


Provided always, and be it further enacted, That all and every perſon or per= | 
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to any conſiderable quantities by the poor. Future enquiries 
ſhould, however, be made, and if it could be proved that th: 
fact were otherwiſe, it might then be proper to take it into 
their conſideration, and bring in a ſeperate Bull, 3 
Mr. Thornton ſuſpected that the Honourable Gentleman 
_ Oppoſite, in his benevolent regard for the pocr, had overlook. 
ed another very neceſſary object. He alluded to the trade of 
the country, which, by the extention of ſuch prohibitions 
would become ſo much depreſſed that the poor muſt ulti- 
mately be far greater ſufferers. Molaſſes, he obſerved, was 
not a neceſſary but a luxury of life, and therefore ought not to 
be included in the preſent ſcarcity. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he merely wiſhed to keep it at its old price, 
as it was an article conſumed almoſt entirely by the poor. 
Mr. Neſe denied this, becauſe it had Ae been uſed in 
diſtillation to a certain extent, though its conſumption for that 
purpoſe might be now encreaſed in conſequence of the prohi- 
dition upon other materials. He remarked, however, that 
the molaſies uſed in the diſtilleries was not merely the refuſe 
from the ſugar-houſes in this country, but a conſiderable 
quantity was imported from the WeſteIndies. If, therefore, 
the conſumption encreaſed, the markets would ſoon rebound 
| by an increaſe of the importation, and conſequently many 
merchants now probably engaged in a ſpeculation for import- 
ing molaſſes from the Weſt-Indies, would abandon their plan, 
if they entertained any apprehenſions of its prohibition. 
The Houſe was then reſumed, and notice given that the 
report of the committees would be received on Monday. 
Mr. Dent gave notice, that he would on Monday next 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for a more regular and quicker 
mode of carrying writs up into the hands of the returning officer. 
The Bill to prevent the exportation of candles and ſoap 
was read a ſecond time, and will be committed on Monday. 
Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the committee on a 
| Bil for allowing the importation of certain ſorts of ſilk in 
ſhips from any port at amity with his Majeſty, when the Bill 
was read a third time and ordered to be engroſſed. by 
Adjourned to Monday, 1 | 


| PROTEST 1 _ 
Againſt the paſſing of the new Treaſon Bill in the Houſe of Lords. 
rr” EET 
I. Becauſe we conceive this Bill to be founded on a falſe 
retence. It recites a daring outrage on his Majeſty's perſon, 


{which we feel with the utmoſt horror) and purports to pro- | 


£#& — _m_ Sin. no * 


x 5 
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vide further remedies againſt ſuch practices, whilſt in reality it 


affords no additional ſecurity whatever to his Majeſty's per- 
ſon, and leaves us to regret a deep and irreparable injury to the 
laws and conſtitution of our country, by making the compaſ- 
ſing, imagining, inventing, and deviſing the levying War a 
ſubſtantive treaſon; thereby departing in a moſt dangerous 
and unjuſtifiable manner from the ſtatute of the twenty-Afth of 
Edward III. the ſalutary proviſions of which we cannot be 
tempted to abandon, by the example of temporary ſtatutes, 
whoſe doubtful policy ſtauds in oppoſition to a law, in which 
the wiſdom of our anceſtors has been ſo repeatedly, recognized 
by the legiſlature, and fo ſtrongly confirmed by the permanent 
experience of its benefits. „ 

II. Becauſe the free diſcuſſion of the adminiſtration of go- 
vernment in all its branehes, by writing, ſpeaking, and meet- 
ing for the purpoſe of repreſenting grievances to me of the 
three branches of the legiſlature, has afforded the beſt protec- 
tion to the liberties of the peopie, and is the undoubted in- 
herent right of Engliſhmen. Vet this Bill erects into a high 
miſdemeanor, the exerciſe of this moſt valuable privilege, and 


inflicts, in certain caſes, the pains and penalties of tranſporta- 
tion for the offences which it creates, a puniſhment in the caſe. 


of miſdemeanors, thus generally conftituted, as unprecedented 
in the hiſtory of our laws, as it is unneceſſary and unconſtitu- 
tion] x 3 
III. Becauſe the extenſion of the treaſon laws, and the 
creating new miſdemeanors, is an alarming encroachment on 


the ſecurity of the ſubject, and affords no additional protec- 


tion to his in ed perſon and government; for the ſtate of 
every king, ruler, and governor of any realm, dominion, or 


commonalty, ſtandeth and conſiſteth more aſſured by the love 
and favour of the ſubjects towards their ſovereign, ruler, and 


governor, than in the dread and fear of thoſe laws with rigorous 


pains and extreme puniſhments, . which have at all times dif- 


graced our code. Hiſtory, however, ſhews us, that by ſuc- 


cceding legiſlatures, our ſfatute book has, with every mark of 


generous indignation, been uniformly cleared of theſe tempor- 
iry and unconſtitutional excreſcences, a circumſtance which 
we now regard as a ſolemn warning againſt creating new and 


unheard of miſdemeanors, or altering the treaſon laws of our 


country. 


(Signed) EE BEDFORD, 
El es 1 DERBY, | 
Z Lau DAT x. 
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MINORITY. 


On 2 Pitt's Motion for a Bill to prevent all Publick and 
Private Meetings for Political Diſcuffion. 


Aubrey, Sir John Milner, Sir William 
Barclay, George North, Dudley 
Bouverie, Hon. Ed, | Peirſe, Henry 

- Byng, George | Phillips, J. C. 

| SOA Jann | Plumer, William 
Creſpigny, C C. Ns _ Robinſon, Morris 
Curwen J. C. Ruſſel, Lord William 


Erſkine, Hon. Thomas 
Fitzpatrick, Gen. | 
Fox, Charles James 

Francis, Phillip _ 


St. John, Hon. St. A. 
Scudamore, John 
Smith, General 

Smith William 


Halhed, N. B. Spencer, Lord Robert 
Hare, James Stanley, John Thomas 
Harriſon, John « Sturt, C. 
Huſſey, William 3%. TLarleton, General 
eykyll, J. e Thompfon, Thomas 
ae J. C. Y _ Weſton, C. C. 
ambton, W. H. 8 f Whitbread, 8. Jun. q 
Lechmere, Ed. Winnington, Sir Edward 
Lemon, Sir Mm. TELLIEIS. | 
M'Leod, Gn. R. B. Sheridan, Eſq, 
Martin, James _ Charles Grey, Eſq. 
Milbank, Ralph | 5 In all 44. 


HOUSE OF OMMON Ss. 
|  Monvpar, November 16. 
A walls from the Lords informed the Houſe that their 


lordſhips had paſſed“ an Act for the ſafety and preſervation of 


ce his Majeſty's perſon and government againſt treaſonable and 
cc ſeditious practices and attempts,” and defired the concur- 


rence of the Commons in the fame. 


A Bill for the relief and maintenance of the poor, was "read 


a a firſt and ſecond time, and ordered to be printed. 


\ TRANSIT OF WRITS. _ 
Mr. Dent roſe, and in a few prefatory words, ſhewing, 


that the Bill he propoſed to bring in would not affect any 
other acts of parliament, but was rather tended to enforce 


chem; moved for leave to bring in a Bill for the more expedi- 


tious and regular conveyance of writs ifſ1ed for the election 


of members to ſerve in parliament; when leave was granted, 


and Mr. Dent, Colonel Stanley, aud Mr. en were order- 
ed to prepare and bring it in. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the reports of the commitiee on 
the land- -tax, malt-bill, and manufactory of ſtarch, with the 
amendments, when the Bills were ordered to de read a third 


1 Mr. 


=y «a 7 8 
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Mr. Roſe preſented the eſtimates of Upper Canada, Nova- 
Scotia, Dominica, &c. which were ordered tolie on the table. 
Ihe. Bill for the importation of a certain ſort of ſilk in ſhips 
from any port in amity with his Majeſty, was paſſed, and Mr. 

Hobart ordered to carry it up to the lords, ' _ 
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be | * CORN, | 
Mr. Ryder brought up the report of the ſelect committees 
upon the high price of corn. The report ſtated that, having 
read the evidence given before his Majeſty's privy council, 
the committee proceeded to conſider the information of the 
members of that Houſe, to examine the evidence taken by the 
lords, together with an account of the produce of the year in 
the ſeveral counties, as delivered by Sir John Sinclair from 
the Board of Agriculture, and to take ſuch ſtatements as 
were given by the various members who compoſed that com- 
mittee from their own perſonal knowledge. It ſtated alfo that 
ſome returns had been received from tne Cuſtades Rotulorum, 
in conſequence of the circular letter which had been ſent to 
them, but that the committee had not yet received a ſufficient 
quantity to make a ſatisfactory report upon that ſubject. Upon 
the whole, however, it appeared that, except in the article of 
wheat, the crops had been abundant; fo much ſo, indeed, that, 
by the proper uſe and mixture of them, ſome great alleviation 
for the preſent ſcarcity © might be made. The com- 
mittee had alſo proceeded to examine perſons in the corn 
tra e, from whom they underſtood that on account of a leſs 
plentiful harveſt this year, and the great demand in the laſt 
year upon the old ſtock for foreign markets, the price of grain 
was ſo high in America, the Mediterranean, and the northern 
parts of | Mts that it was doubtful whether any adequate 
ſupply could be depended on. In conſequence of this in- 
formation, the committee conſidered whether the purchaſe of 
corn in any of thoſe places ſhould be left entirely to govern- 
ment, or to individual merchants, as government had {till a 
great quantity to diſpoſe of. It was, at laſt, deemed moſt el- 
ligible to leave the trade perfectly open, without any interfer- 
ence on the part or government, and to grant a bounty, and 
many merchants accordingly declared their readineſs ro em- 
bark. The bounty which the committee has propoſed to 
give, is twenty ſhillings upon every quarter imported from 
the Mediterranean, and fifteen ſhillings upon every barrel, 
reckoning 440Ib. to the quarter, and 196lb. to the barrel, 
avoirdupoiſe, until 300, ooo quarters ſhall be imported. The 
reaſon for allowing this high bounty upon corn imported from 
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the mediterranean, i is in conſequence of the high price which 


the veſſels trading to that quarter pay for freight and inſur- 


ance, together with the obligation they are under of con- 
veying out ballaſt. The bounty upon, corn imported from 


America, and the northern parts of Europs, is fixed at fifteen 


ſhillings the quarter and ten ſhillings the barrel, of the ſame 
ſtandaid as before, until 500,000. quarters ſhall be im ported ; 

and as Indian corn and Indian meal may, at this time, be ſub⸗ 
ſtituted, the committee have agreed to grant a bounty of five 
ſhillings per quarter, and three ſhillings per barrel, upon thoſe 


| articles, of the ſtandard above-mentioned, imported into this 
country before the 31ſt of Auguſt 1796, or until 500,000 
quarters are imported. The committee has alſo received ſome 


accounts of the deficiency of rye, but it was not yet authoriſed 
to make a report upon it. The committee concluded its report, 


by obſerving that the EF had adopted ſuc h meaſures as appeared 


to th:m capable of affording the largeſt ſuyply with the utmoſt 
expedition, and in the moſt unexceptionable manner; that 
ſupplies, however, from foreign markets were not to be de- 


pended. upon, and that it would be neceſſary in the mean 


time, to enforce the ſtricteſt ceconomy in che conſumption 
of wheat, and the wiſeſt precautions and experiments in ſub- 
Kituting other articles to leſſen that conſumption. Upon theſe 
prigciples it would extend its enquiries, and report from. time 


to time as opportunity ſhould ſerve. E: 
I be report * was ordered to lie upon the table, ang copies 


of it to be printed. 


Upon a motion of Mr. 3 the order of the day was 
then read for the houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee of 


the whole houſe, to conſider further of the high price of corn, 
which was put off till the Wedneſday following. 


AN ACT FOR THE SAFETY AND PRESERVATION OF HIS MA- 
JESTY's PERSON AND GOVERNMENT AGAINST TREASON- 


ABLE AND SEDITIOUS PRACTICES AND ATTEMPTS, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that the act 
Which the lords had ſent for their concurrence, emticles ce an 
«© Act for the ſafety and peter of his Mee 8 perſon” 


be read a firſt time. 

Mr. Sheridan hoped that if it was reg a firſt time it would 
be printed before the ſecond reading took place; in the mean 
time, from the general notoriety of the Bill, he conceived 


himſelf bound to oppoſe the firſt reading of it, and ſhould 


accordingly take the ſenſe of the houſe upon it. 


Vue Appendix for a copy of the Report ia e The 


Nor, 16.} WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 26 
Dae Chancellor « of the Exchequer was not ſurpriſed at this 
5 extraordinary oppoſition in the firſt ſtage of the Bill; becauſe 


he knew the Honourable Gentleman was in the habit of 


arguing againſt it out of doors. He told the Honourable 
Gentleman, however, that he ſnould move for the ſecond read- 
ing to take place on Thurſday. 

A long converſation enſued, upon the point of form in 
reading a Bill a firſt time without previous notice, from which 
ſtrangers were excluded, when the houſe divided upon Mr, 
Sheridan's motion. 

While the ſtrangers were excluded, a converſation took 


place, in the courſe of which Mr. Whitbread refuted a a 


charge, contained in a calumnious anonymous paragraph 
which appeared in ſome of the morning papers of yeſterday, 
purporting that Mr. Whitbread and Mr. Plumer had oppoſed 
the loyal addreſs propoſed and carried at the county meeting 
held at Hertford on Saturday laſt. Mr. Plumer ſaid, he 
could not ſubſcribe, to the Addreſs carried on that day, be- 
cauſe it contained a calumny upon a certain dz{cription of 
perſons, charging them with a conſpiracy which produced the 
_ outrage upon the king: Mr. Whitbread faid they had propoſed 
and ſuported an rav containing warm expreſſions of loyalty 
and affection to his Majeſty upon his happy eſcupe, but ab- 


taining from fixing the hezvy- charge of having originated 
that deteſtable act on . TA of his Majeſty's ſubjects 


withour proof. 


her „„ 64, oi 
8 OY - 170 


"Mai 3 „ 


Una PI motion for the ſecond reading of the Bill, the 


| houſe again divided. 


G. 3 151 
Ne 5 5 5 | 25 | 


AM 126 


1 N ES on the impropriety it a public 


meeting having been held by ſome. of the oppolition on Sun- 


day, on the ſubje&t of the Bills now pending in Parliament, | 
and obſerved, that in this, as well as in other reſpects, ha 


was ſorry to ſee too great a reſemblance to French principles, 
Mr. Sheridan replied, that the advertiſement giving an ac- 


count of the meeting had no date to it, and that it * be 
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Sir William Young remarked alſo on the want of revercnce 


ſor the {abbath, which ſuch a meeting implied. 


Mr. Sheridan faid, he did not mean to deny that the mect- 


ing was on the Sunday; but obſerved; that the caſe was 
urgent; that care alſo was taken not to drink the roaſts after 


dinner, with thoſe accompaniments to the toaſts which were 


uſual, and that the utmoſt decorum was obſerved, He alſo 


aid, the object of the me=ting was to prepare a hand-bill, in 
order to diſcourage riot, He aſſured the Houſe, that he was 
by no means a perſon who was apt to fail in reſpect for the 


| faith or profeſſion of the people of this or any other religion 
or country. He added, that the date to the advertiſement. 


was purpoſely left out, as the meeting were ſenſible that it 


- ought not to be announced to the public, as held on a Sunday, 


and ought not to be drawn into a precegvent, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Fox, Mr. Lambton, and Mr. Sheridan, 


_ oppoſed the Bill, ſome on the ground of wiſhing to bring on 


firſt the motion for a committee to inquire into the circum- 


| ſtances of the late attack on his Majeſty. 


Mr. Ryder, Mr. H. Addington, and the Chancelhir of the 


 F=chegquer, ſupported the motion for the firſt reading of it, 


anck urged the indecency of oppoſing in the firſt ſtage, a Bill, 
of which all that they knew at pre ſent was, that it was a Bill 


ſor the further ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon, whoſe life had 


been lately in ſo much danger; and a Bill, which alſo was re- 


commended to them by the Houle of Lords who had paſted it. 


After which Mr. Sheridan aſked, whether ſuch a neceſſity 


did exiſt as juſtified the Bill in queſtion ?* If this neceflicy 
did exiſt, then ſuch a declaration went exactly to this point, 


that if proof was attainable, proof ſhould be given, For 


his part, however, he had heard of no ſatisfactory proof for 
recurring to fo violent a meaſure, nor had any ſatisfactory 
| proof been yet adduced.” Proofs were abſolutely neceſſary, 


and miniſters were bound to furniſh them, as the 5225 provani? 


clearly lay with them. Before the ſuſpenſion of the Haheas 
Corpus Act, minifters had condeſcended to act with ſome 
little decency, with ſome deliberation, and had accordingly 


moved for the appointment of a Committce of Enquiry, upon 
the report of which committee they afterwards proceeded. 
the report were neceſſary then, it was more indiſpenſibſe at 


_ preſent, for upon what poſſible principle could they call upon 
the members of that houſe to aſfent to the long meaſures 
' Which were then offered them, unleſs they eſtabliſhed an ab- 


ſolute neceſſity for ſuch reſources, and confirmed it by uy 
» 


he 
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he conſidered that proclamation as the declaration of the mi- 
miſter. What authority then was there for the introduction af 
this Bill? what inducement for its adoption? The evidence 
ſent down from the Houſe of Lords, and the addreſs of con- 
gratulation to his majeſty for his eſcape, were by no means 
ſufficient, without examining a ſingle witneſs, the houſe had 
been content to take the matter as it ſtood, and had joined in 
the addreſs of the other houſe, without further enquiry, To 
this he did not object, ſo far as it related to the addreſs alone; 
on the contrary, he readily concurred; but did any man think 
that the evidence, taken in the . Houſe of Lords, vague and 
contradictory as it was in every part of it, and the addreſs 
which followed, were by any means ſufficient to give ſanction 
to two Bills of the magnitude and importance of thoſe which 
| were in conſequence produced? The more deliberately he 
conſidered this, the more he found himſelf, placed in a 
diſagreeable dilemma, he was either obliged to believe that 
a large body of men, capable of committing treaſon and 
the moſt horrible outrages, was actually in motion, or elſe he 
muſt ſuppoſe that there were men capable of inventing and 
believing any thing, who for their own baſe purpoſes, and 
under the influence of the moſt deplorable credulity, had pre- 
tended a ſedition to accompliſh their deſigns of deſtroying the 
liberties of their country, It was always, he obſerved, more 
difficult to believe the evil, though in this preciſe inſtance he 
was compelled to do it. He was not only inclined to think, 
but confirmed in his opinion by ſubſequent events, that the 
_ preſent alarm had been created ſolely by miniſters, for the ac- 
compliſhment of their corrupt purpoſes of libelling the go- 
vernment. This opinion was not, he faid, 8 upon 
any ſuperficial view of the ſubject, but deduted from expe- 
rience of the conduct, temper, and loyalty of the people. In 
1792, the houſe recollect that for ſimilar purpoſes, ſimilar re- 
ports of plots and conſpiracies had been induſtriouſly circu- 
lated, They were aſſerted in parliament, they were pointed 
out in publications, and then as at preſent, they had 
formed a part of the King's Proclamation. It was ge- 
nerally ' rumoured at that time, and as generally believed, 
that a party was actually prepared and ready to ſeize the 
tower, carry away the arms, and commence a revolution, 
and before any perſon took notice of this manceuvre, the moſt 
extraordinary means were taken to circulate the proclamation 
throughout every part of the kingdom with - unexampled ra- 
pidity; troops were thrown into the tower to defend it from 
attack, and the whole government appeared to be in a ſtate of 
e, rp na conſternation 
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conſternation and diſmay. In the courſe of the trials which 
followed, he recollected that he had witneſſed the moſt com- 


plete and diſtinct proof that the whole of theſe atrocious acts 


originated with the informers, reporters, and ſpies employed 


on that occaſion. Objection might be made to his attendance 


on thoſe trials, but as he had reafon to doubt the exiſtence of 
conſpiracies, he was reſolved to ſee fair play, and in attending 


he only diſcharged his duty as a member of partiament and a 


guardian of the publick welfare. He again repeated it, that 
at thoſe trials he found the whole idea of a revolution to be 


_ forged, that the informers, reporters, and ſpies, one and alt 
declared, that they never had ſuggeſted that ſuch danger was 
exiſting, and that the whole, upon the cleareſt and beſt con- 

nected evidence, was proved to be a fabrication. That cir- 


cumſtance demonſtrated how far the declarations of miniſters 


were to be truſted. A committee it was true had been ap- 


pointed, and from that committee it was equally true, they 


had received accounts of an extenſive treaſonable plot. The 


exiſtence of the plot, was indeed brought from higher autho- 


l rity, and the trials were deferred till books could be prepared 
with 


ſuitable decorations, and copper-plates engraved, witn 


the repreſentation of pikes to alarm and irritate the public 
mind. Fortunately for the ſubject the juries upon the trials, 
in repeated cafes negatived the: exiſtence of any treafon or 


conſpirac\. At that time, intelligence of a third plot was 

noiſed, of which he had had occafion to ſpeak before. A plot 
which was inveſtigated by the magiſtrates acting on behalf of 
government, and in ſome degree confirmed by their proceed- 
ings. A plot announced with every aggravated particular, 


and exaggerating comment, in all the miniſterial papers. 


O 


This fuppofed plot, after all, conſiſted in an intended aſſaſſi- 


nation of his majeſty at one of the theatres, with a ſtrange 
inſtrument that was never found, and by men who were at- 
terwards releaſed. It was diſcovered, or pretended to be dif- 
covered, which with miniſters is nearly the ſame thing, at a 
very ſeaſonable time, for it was while the Bills were pending 
upon which thoſe perſons, who were afterwards acquitted by 


the juries, were indicted. ' He knew not whether miniſters 
had purpoſely contrived this plot to prejudice the minds of 
| thoſe juries, he hoped, that they would not have been fo de- 
liberately cruel. Such conduct, however, would always ex- 
poſe them to cenſure, and he knew not with what conſcience 


they could conſider it, when they recollected that men had 


been for a long time detained in priſon, and afterwards dif- 


charged without any allegations having been made __ : 
| EE 85 „ them, 


CY 
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them, ruined in their fortunes, as ſome of them he had heard 


had been, and undone in their reputations. That thoſe who 
had been apprehended upon this horrible ſcheme of aſſaſſination, 
were not guilty of the crime laid to their charge, was evident, 
or they would not have been releaſed in the manner they had 
been, what redreſs could be afforded them he could not ſay, 


nor was it his buſineſs to enquire. Such however, had been 


the third ſpecies of forgery reſorted to. X 

To come to the preſent times, he was obliged again to re- 
cur to his Majeſty's ſpeech, from the throne, upon the opening 
of parliament, - That ſpeech which praiſed the loyal temper 
of the people, and recommended the ſpirit of order and ſubmiſſion 


to the laws which they had uniformly ſhewn under a ſevere 


preſſure, as an additional incentive for parliament to apply with 


the utmoſt diligence to the conſideration and adoption of ſuch 


_ meaſures as may tend to alleviate their diſtreſſes. When this 
proclamation was delivered, it was plain that minifters had no 
idea of the exiſting panic. Nothiag was then heard but con- 
gratulations in that Houſe upon the advantages derived from 


the war, one of which was proudly boaſted to be, that it had 


not only deſtroyed all violent revolutionary principles in France, 
but that it had produced a ſimilar effect upon mens minds 


here too, How could Miniſters poſſibly reconcile theſe - - 


declarations with thoſe which they have ſince made? Mr. 
Sheridan ſaid, though he gave them credit for great ingenuity, 
he was utterly at a loſs to imagine how they could pre- 


ſume, in conſequence of one deſperate outrage committed 
by ſome miſguided individual, or, at the moſt, upon their own _ 


confeſſion, by a few thoughtleſs miſcreants, to deprive ſo loyal, 
ſo patient, fo ſubmiſſive a people as they acknowledged the ma- 
jority of the people of England to be, of their deareſt and moſt 
facred right? He recollected, indeed, that the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman had that day faid with great warmth, when 
Teminding him that he had forgotten the progreſſive irritation, 


When meetings have multiplied and hand-bills are ſwarming 
every where, ſhall we affert that there is no neceſſity for theſe 
_ reſtrictions?” If the queſtion was warrantable, theſe meet- 
tings and theſe hand- bills muſt have ſwarmed f:nce the meet- 


lug of parliament: becauſe, if they were ſo notorious before, 


why did they put their declaration into his Majeſty's mouth; - . 


or why did the Right Honourable Gentleman himſelf aſſert, 
that French principles were almoſt eradicated by the war ? 
Every one of theſe conſiderations, Mr. Sheridan inſiſted, af- 
torded ample reaſon to believe it to be neither more nor leſs 
than a forged plot. RE | ® 
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Should the Right Honourable Gentleman perſevere in his 
declarations that an increafing alarm and ſpirit of diſcontent 
prevailed throughout the country, he was bound to prove it. 
| In the former cafe he had moved for a committee of enquiry, 
then why. not do the ſame in the preſent inſtance, He had 
taken meaſiires then for the inveſtigation of a plot, when the 

reaſons were not one hundred thouſandth part fo ſtrong as 
they were at preſent, If he adheres: to his aſſertion, that a 
tre aſonable plot is actually in exiſtence, and flies from an in- 
veſtigation of it, is it not natural to conclude that he cannt 
prove it ? All proof, however is, in his judgment, unneceſ- 
fary, provided he can perſuade the Houſe to adopt his declara- 
tion. Yet ſurely when he ſpoke of the unanimous loyalty 
of an unanimous people, though he ſuddenly ſeemed appre- 
henſive leaſt ſome advantage, by adding with a ſmall except- 
tion, ſhould be taken of his words in that conſtruction; yet 
furely, when he ſpoke of ſuch unanimous loyalty, he cannot 
perſiſt, nor would any man ſay, that for the ungovernable 
licentiouſneſs of the few excepted, all theſe obedient, virtuous, 
generous and uncomplaining people ſhould be deprived of 
their deareſt liberties. No perfon, however hardened, could 
have the front to do it. But the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man always flies off to France for his examples. France is the 
war- horſe he mounts upon theſe occaſions, and it would be a 
happy thing for this country if he would not mount it ſo often. 
He enumerates all the inſtances of treaſon, murder, and re- 
bellion which aroſe from popular aſſemblies in France. He 
recapitulates the various atrocities of anarchy and blocdſhed; 
the confuſion and deſolation which followed the commotions 
of the people, and then exclaims, if ſuch and ſuch cauſes pro- 
duced ſuch. and ſuch effects in France, would not ſimilar 
cauſes produce ſimilar effects in England? Was it not, he 
begged to afk, a libel on the Engliſh conſtitution? Was it 
not a libel on the Englith people, to argue in that manner 
and draw ſuch concluſions? There was no parity whatever, 
not the ſmalleſt analogy ; would they attempt to affimilate 
flavery with freedom, or compare deſpotiſm with a well regulat- 
ed and limited monarchy? He had always deprecated and ever 
would deprecate ſuch wretched, narrow, miſerable modes of 
reaſoning. It had ſurely eſcaped, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman's recollection, that the dif- 
ſerent enormities of the French people were occaſioned by the 
deſpotiſm under. which they had ſo long groaned; that their 
exceſſes, when they were free, were to be attributed to their for- 
mer ſlavery : thaß they had been oppreſſed and ground down til 
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they had loſt the common feelings and the common character 


of humanityz and that they were provoked and inſtigated by 


the evils which ſurrounded them till they came enraged beyond 
all moderation. Were all the men who periſhed ſince the revo- 


lution in France, and certainly many of them poſſeſſed bril- 


liant talants, to exiſt once more in this country, they could 
not, with their continued efforts, produce the effects which 
had been wrought in France. The effects in that. countr: 

were adequate tojthe cauſes, but the nature of the people of bock 
countries was directly oppoſite; it was therefore impoſſible that 
ſimilar enormities could ever happen in England, he conſequently 
condemned ſuch an opinion as one of the moſt miſchievous that 
ever entered the head of a ſtateſman, To argue that the ſame 
principles would have the ſame influence over Engliſhmen as 
they have had over the deluded people of France, was to argue 
with a total ignorance of hiſtory, of general policy, and of 
nature itſelf. It was the deſpotic government that had de- 


graded and debaſed the French beneath the Gait of men, 


and brought them to extremes; but a people who have been 
uſed to rational liberty and rational rights, who have not been 
ground down, nor made the flaves of corrupt government, 
would never be guilty of ſuch crimes, He preſſed this the 


more, becauſe it was the ſole principle upon which the Geatle- 


men of the oppoſite fide reſted ; and unleſs it could be proved 
abſolutely that the Bill was intended for the protection of the 
Monarch and the fafety of the conſtitution, he was unwilling 
| to ſurrender the rights and liberties of the ſubje& on ſuch pre- 
carious terms. The fallacy and falſe principles of ſuch reaſon- 
ing were not more to be guarded againſt than the barbarity and 


ill faith of monarchs; a man might as well ſay that all monarchs 
mult be barbarous and faithleſs, and then contend for curtailing 


the power of the preſent King of England, The parallels would 
run together, and it would be difficult to oppoſe ſuch an in- 


ference, If miniſters were to be allowed the inference they 


drew from the conduct of the people of France, for the ur- 


poſe of applying it to the people of England in a ſimilar fitua- _ 


tion, it would lead to the moſt extravagant and abſurd de- 
ductions. From the oppreflive and urjuſt conduct of the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia to the Poles, from the groſs breach of 


faith of Pruffia to this country, and the unwarrantable con- 


duct of other ſovereigns, they might conclude what an Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had faid the other night; that deſperate 
evils muſt have deſperate remedies. He acknowledged the 
truth of the maxim, bat the exiſtence of the evils ſhould be 
proved before the deduction was drawn from them. That the 
BEES "ION ns? popular 


. 

. en A En MAG 5 Gr 
8 — 45 2 = 3 SOIL. Sony : as 7 i 
FF.. . Tas 33 

n - BT 2 * o 4 * 
* —_— = Feds "i 1 4 n . 

Y PB r cafes > e * ay 
7 r Fs 0 — 


3 


r N rc 
* 5 r 
of JEN 7 eh es 
c 8 Es 
5 4 A. - 
E 5 
NS Iv hex E ** 
4% g 5 . 
— — — 


” 
N — — 2 A a . — — 22 — * * 
> $1 2 2 BT . 8 * = —_ — — ; 
t a> 8 n PR SY n ae "7 6 * * Fl i < 
uf. ys 8 7 4 l 2882 s 3 * "> : it a LOTT, = S OT SN * 2 F D = 
n 1 - : — n 3 by SPED, Frey PIR eh 4 o * *. „en. 1 a — x — 
n \ tC s 0 - = ö L . Y ; * 7 * * 2 2 2 or. r kev 7 F- &>- of » 
»b 14/2 1287 pa < $478 . fair? ES af xg r 1 1 = ITS : 4 1 — " — . . 2 2 N 1 v7 2, 2 Ne 5 b 8 
„ — 5 Mater 2 nov « - — a bt 9 < d 2 2 r RS . „ oy ö 4 — 3 — 8 9+ £ 
3 . = — 0 ” $f» 84 han the r 4 " W © 5 * 
4 2 


7 22 4 

„ „ 

. Nr aobds 6p ASS 2-4 
LE. n owns, a. © 


F * 1 1 1 
— YY * G £ * 2 © IL * 2 2 4 _ 1. 1 
F<) Go 222 as 2 2. WE 7 uh 2 — — n 8 . * a 
4 r r Ip * $ _ — * rn 2 — x "3 4+. = , — — — . 2 
2 22 0 L 4 4 n ee oe En abs .. 5 
* 9 N N N 4 "4 0 6 - . : nk * 5 99 4 9 : Ws 2 i ut 7? - 7 e 
een, ee OS eg I b e Y es. to. tid , Ä 
n 


97 . 
D RE oe Le  Sg 
a> 97 — —— 


PET 


1 


* Y # ITE 4 
A n FLY 
„ SRIY 
3 . wy 
\ * 6 
9 


— 
2 


8 


p57 
WIS 2 Dy 


— 
r 


B 
4 


'F 
438 
; 
_— 
*F 
BY 


» 4 $& 

1 | 

"BY 

4 A : 
i * 
\ K 

i Sf 4 

o o 
1 ©» 
# 
1 
_ 
1 3B 
x 
R 
4 
N 
8 


Nd NT 


— a * 
e er 


-, q . 
2 WELL 


. 0 OR 
fe WHT — 


E = — * o = = = NTT is = 
a _ 1 . 
ap ay a — = CLI OTST OPTI O ESA ELY 
7d PO Tt EG = 
5 * * * — Ive. 8 0 : * 
—:: . ̃ ab Cn ET Sea 
s > . 


_ Juſtice, that to encourage and deceive others they were the 


0 , n * 


2956 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Contmons, 
popular meetings and the outrage ,on his Majeſty had any 
conhection, he peremptorily denied. At the late county meet- 
ing for Hertfordſhire, an Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Baker) 
had, in his opinion, acted with great impropriety in coupling 
the congratulation to his Majeſty with a charge againſt the 
ſocieties. A charge, he termed it, ſo long as it was poſſible 
to have inveſtigation ; if it were poſſible to have inveſtigation, 
and gentlemen ſhould then fly from it, he would no longer 
call it a charge but a calumny, for ſuch, in that caſe, it un- 
doubtedly becomes inſtantly, when either evidence that can 
be had is rejected, or inveſtigation is refuſed. An Honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. Canning) had, he obſerved, aſſerted, 
that the doctrine of King-killing was preached at Copenhagen 
Houſe. If it were true that ſuch doctrines had been preached, 
proſecutions muſt have been commenced, or the magiſtrates 
and the executive government would have been guilty of 
great and ſcandalous neglect, he was, therefore, warranted in 
diſbeJieving it. So far, however, was the fact different from 
the aſlertion, that it was generally known that no ſuch per- 
nicious doctrines were practiſed ; on the contrary the perſons 
preſent, all of them, profeſſed a ſpirit of loyalty to his Majeſty, 
_ notwithſtanding their. declamations againſt his miniſters, 
againſt the war, and in ſupport of a parliamentary reform, 
Another Honourable gentleman (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) had that evening ſaid, that inflammatory hand-bills 
were ſwarmimg in every part of the metropolis. Theſe hand- 
bills might be, and poſſibly were, written and publiſhed by 
ſome of the ſpies for their own profit and advantage. Let it 
be recollected that the ſpies themſelves confeſſed in a court of 


loudeſt in a cry for reform, and the moſt forward to uſe in- 
flammatory language: Where then was he to find proof that 
thoſe hand- bills were publiſhed or circulated by the ſocieties, 
unleſs they would ſuffer him to know from whom thoſe hand- 
bills came, and how they were obtained. When once a go- 
vernment encourages ſpies and informers, it became, he ſaid, 
a part of their buſineſs, ty commit ſuch forgeries and create 
ſuch terror. The Honourable Gentleman might contradict 
him by ſaying, that the buſineſs of ſpies and informers was 3 
reſpectable and neceſſary trade; no man, however, would 
pretend that it would ever be much reſpected, and therefore 
ſuch odium and. ſuch ſuſpicion muſt neceſſarily. attach to it. 
With the ſingle and ſolitary exception of Watts, (executed in 
Scotland) he conceived it expedient, that Miniſters ſhould ſup- 
port their ſpies, as was: formerly the practice with _—_ mw 
| . ts | þbroug| 
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brought up thieves, and inſtructed them while young in ſtealing, 
to ſhare their profits. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had himſelf heard a 
man declare, that in the heat of his zeal and loyalty, he appointed 
another to watch thoſe whom he ſuſpected, for which he gave 

him a guinea a week, but that at the laſt he brought him ac- 
counts ſo alarming, that he gave him two guineas a week. 
Such, would inevitably be the caſe, and we ſhould go on from 
worſe to worſe, and all would be imputable to the ſame cauſe. 
He mentioned the very meeting which had that day been aſ- 
ſembled in Palace-yard, and the order and decorum exhibited 
on that occaſion; if it had happened that the meeting had 
been held before the opening of the Seſſion of Parliament, he 
declared, he ſhould not have been ſurpriſed if it had been uſed 
zs an argument for the neceſſity of the Bill. He wiſhed an 
_ Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Canning) would come into his 
committee and prove that the ſocieties did not preach the 
doctrine of king-killing, becauſe in that caſe a proſecution 
would be inſtituted, and the truth be inveſtigated regularly 
and by due courſe of law. Mr. Sheridan concluded his ſpeech 
by moving, That a committee be appointed to enquire into 
the exiſtence, extent, and danger of ſeditious meetings, re- 
| ferred to in his Majeſty's Proclamation on the 14th of No- 
vember“. Ry | 3 | 
Mr. Powys ſaid, notwithſtanding the notice which the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had given of his motion, he had not ex- 
pected he would have made it, he did not believe the Hon. 
Gentleman would have gravely brought forward ſuch a propo- 
ſition to retard the legiſlative proceedings of the houſe on ſo 
important a ſubject. The houſe had not, it was true, nor need 
it have, ſpecific evidence of the treaſonable deſigns of the meet- 
ings: there were ſufficient circumſtances to prove the general 
tendency of their machinations. The notoriety alone was 
enough to juſtify the legiſlature of the country in reſorting 
to ſtrong and decided regulations, to prevent the conſequences 
that might ariſe from ſuch inflammatory aſſemblies. The 
Hon Gentleman had ſtated it as a grievance, in order to connect 
the outrage offered to his Majeſty, and the doctrines preached 
at the meetings alluded to: this was the very plea uſed by the 
ſocieties themſelves, their inſinuation was preciſely the ſame. 
The Honourable Gentleman had ftated an alternative re- 
ſpecting the publications handed about at one of the meetings; 
Viz. either that there was ſeditton, or that there was not. The 
Honourable Gentleman aſked if there was ſedition, why not 
prove it? If it could not be proved, the thing was a forgery. 
To this publication the name ef Citizen Lee, as printer, was - 
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annexed; the Honourable Gentleman was aware that the 
ſaid Citizen Lee was not his Majeſty's printer. It was noto- 
rious that Citizen Lee was uſually employed by the Correſ- 

ponding Society; and in this inſtance, the Honourable Gen. 


tleman ſhould ſhew that he was not as uſual engaged by 


them. It was plain from all the proceedings and doctrines of 


the meetings, that the government was the great obſtacle in 
their way; that at government they aimed all their efforts; 
and therefore govornment was obliged to endeavour to ſecure 


itſelf from the ſecret and open attacks of weak, inſidious and 


dangerous men. 


Mr. Powys ſaid, if his houſe were attacked by robbers, no 


man would deny that it would be his duty to ſecure it againſt 
fimilar attacks in future; ſo much ſo, that it would be crimi- 


nally negligent in him, if he omitted to uſe every poſſible 
precaution. Such was the predicament of government. The 
daring attack on the facred perſon of the king, was a blow at 
monarchy ; nay, it ſtruck at the root of the conſtitution. 
This attack, which aggravated and crowned all the former 
wickedneſs of deſigning men, put out of the queſtion, the 
allegations ſet forth in the preamble of the Bill afforded cogent 
and very ſufficient reaſons to preſs forward and paſs ſuch a 
mealure into a lx. „ 5 
With regard to the perſons, who had been tried in conſe- 
quence of the doctrine held and promulgated at the meetings 
in queſtion, he would not go ſo far as a Right Honourable 


Gentleman had done in calling them * acquitted felons,” he 


would only fay, that they had not completed the meaſure of 


their guilt. * Who would fay that the defigns of the ſocieties 


could be denied or diſproved ? I heir criminality, it was true, 
did not go fo far as to ſubject the offenders to capital puniſh- 
ment, as in caſes of treaſon What then ?—Ought they to 
be ſuffered to proceed in ſuch a way as might end in the 
ruin of the country, becauſe there was no exiſting Jaw to 
attach upon their ſeditious practices and proceedings? Gen- 

tlemen ſeemed willing to juſtify them on the ground of exceſs 


of patriotiſm, and thence to gonſider them guilty merely of 


venial indiſcretions. He appealed to the documents and 


authorities of thoſe ſocieties themſelves : He would aſk any 


gentleman, who had read their reſolutions, did they mean no 
more than parliamentary reform? Was it not evident that 
they wiſhed to overturn the government of the country? 
they held out the French ſyſtem as a ſyſtem of imitation to 
England. This could not be controverted. Did not the 


aud 
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and elſewhere, ſufficiently juſtify him in making ſuch a 
charge? The houſe were already in poſſeſſion of numberieſs 
facts to ſubſtantiate it, The views of theſe ſocieties and 
meetings were obviouſly narrowed fince laſt year: then, they 


publickly declared that they would never petition parliament. 


Now they condeſcend to petition, The Honourable Gentle- 
man had ſaid, that their demeanour was peaceable and or- 
derly; but the Honourable Gentleman's appearance for the 
moment might have ſufficient weight to ſuſpend the operation 
of wickedneſs ; his eloquence they all knew had charms, 
that whenever he pleaſed to exert it could faſcinate the mul- 
titude, forthe their ſpirits, and perſuade them to abandon the 
violence of tumult for the calm of admiration. © : 


Ille regit dictis animos et pectora mulcet. 


White gentlemen of fortune and talents attended their meet- 
ings, the members might be willing to conceal their defigns, 
and deluſively to profeſs that their aim was honeſt and con- 
ſtitutional. He wiſhed to aſk the houſe, was not the general 
notoriety enough to juſtify them in the meaſure? Was not 


that the ground of the Riot At ?—< Look,” ſaid he, to 


the precedents of the houſe, you will find that general noto- 
riety was all on which the Biil in that inftance was grounded 


and yet the meaſure was agreed to nem. con. What were ne 


to think of the conduct of our anceſtors in the gun-powder 
plot? Did they go into evidence about that plot? Had 
they done ſo, the Houſe of Commons ought to have been 
 gun-powder proof, Such was the caſe with the Bill before 
the houſe: the notoriety was ſuch, that going into proof 
would be ridiculous. The parliament of Copenhagen- houſe, 
and the parliament aſſembled in St. Stephens, Weſtminſter, 
could not exift together. The Britiſh parliament, as con- 
fiſting of King, Lords, and Commons, would be cruſhed 
for ever if they did not crufh the unconſtitutional parliaments 
in queſtion. | = ; 4 | : 
Mr. Fekvl faid, if his honourable and learned Friend op- 
polite (the Attorney General) had neglected to proſecute the 
perſons guilty of the crimes which were ſpoken of as fo 
_ glaring and ſo common, he would have been guilty of a high 
breach of duty and of his general character, eſpecially when 
that neglect might have led to conſequences ſo fatal as thoſe 
apprehended ; but that was no argument in ſupport of the 
preſent Bill, nor did it apply to the diſcuſſion which his 


Honourable Friend (Mr. Sheridan) had fo properly given rife 
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to that day. The houſe, it muſt confeſſed, had been burried 
into legiſlative acts formerly, without ſufficient grounds to 
warrant the meaſures taken by them, and every man he pre- 
_ ſumed would agree, that when a Bill was brought in to re- 
ftrain, or rather to ſacrifice the liberties of Engliſhmen, clear 
| proofs of its neceſſity ſhould be produced. "The Habeas 
_ Carpus Act had been, in his opinion, very unneceſſarily ſuſpend- 
ed, the decency of a regular enquiry had nevertheleſs even 
then been obſerved. -What he deſired to know was the evi- 
dence on which they were now required to proceed? No- 
thing of the nature of proof or neceſſity had been offered to 
Juſtify or to authoriſe the preſent meaſure; nothing was con- 
tained in the evidence ſent down from the other houſe, but 
garbled facts which could ſcarce form the ground of a warrant 
of commitment, He called on lawyers, on gentlemen of his 
own profeſſion, to declare honeſtly whether they thought 
fuch evidence would induce a grand jury to find a bill of 
indictment, much leſs warrant a verdict upon trial. No 
connection had been eſtabliſhed between certain proceedings 
of the Correſponding Society, and the outrage offered to his 
 Majeſty,or any thing like proof produced of the dangerous de- 
figns with which the latter had been branded. An Honour- 
able Gentleman (Mr. Powys) indeed, with a happy flight of 
Imagination, his eye in a fine frenzy rolling“ from Iſling- 
ton to Weſtminſter, was able to diſcern the ſprings and 
principles of the riot and outrage on his Majeſty in what 
paſſed in the field near Copenhagen-houſe; he would aſk 
whether any thing but ſo poetical an imagination as that of 
the Honourable Gentleman could connect the parliament at 
Weſtminſter Hall with the meeting at Copenhagen-houſe, or 
eſtabliſh any thing like proof, that -intentions were there 
entertzined of a criminal nature. If it was true that the 
people had nothing to do with laws but to obey them, as it 
had been laid down by ſpiritual authority“ in another place, 
it was proper that the houſe ſhould conſider well what the 
laws were which they were called upon to impoſe on the 
ſubjects. Were ſuch arbitrary maxims as the one he had 
referred to, conſonant to the meek. ſpirit of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion? Could any man who conſidered himſelf a fueceſſor 
to the apoſtles, a diſciple of the prince of peace, reconcile 
ſuch a libel on freedom and chriſtianity. to his conſcience * 
The gunpowder-plot, which the Honourable Gentleman had 
urged as a precedent for acting without enquiry, was not 4a 
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very fortunate inſtance; there was this clumſy fact in the 
way, the gunpowder was actually found, and the overt act 
was indiſputable; If he ſaw the name of Citizen Lee to any 
libellous hand-bills, how did it follow that they did not ori- 
ginate from the ſources whence they had been ſaid to proceed 


the very contrivance of miniſters themſelves. With re- 


gard to the caſe of Dr, Titus Oates, in that inſtance, the 
miniſters of Charles the Second had, for their own purpoſes, 
encouraged, or framed ſimilar . machinations to thoſe of 
the preſent adminiſtration. That they were really the pro- 
duction of miniſters themſelves, and propagated for their de- 
figns, was confirmed by the ſupineneſs of the Attorney Ge- 
neral, who had inſtituted no proſecution, nor was it, he be- 


lieved, deſigned to bring any forward. Such then were the 


| ſhallow pretences on which they were required to paſs two 
bills, one of which aſſaſſinated the beſt privileges of the con- 
ſtitution; the other gags the mouth of every Britiſh ſubject ; 
Bills which were not in the ſmalleſt degree calculated to meet 
the danger which had threatened his Majeſty, or correſpond 
to the outrage ſtated as the immediate cauſe of their adop- 
tion. EDI 


An Honourable Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 


quer) on the other ſide of the houſe, had himſelf formerly 
been no ſmall admirer of debating clubs, he had been ae- 
cuſtomed to frequent them, although he ſeemed now to favour 
their ſuppreſſion, and to join with the late magiſtrate of Lon- 
don, who had diſplayed ſuch diftinguiſhed zeal for diſperſing 


them. Such indeed had been the 9s 19 Honourable Gen- 


tleman's ardour for debate, that he had even harangued in a 
maſk on ſome occaſions. He had however now pulled off 
the maſk and diſclofed himſelf in his true character. | 

He declared he was not acquainted with the purport of the 
inflammatory hand-bills and publications ſaid to be in circu- 
lation; they had never fallen in his way; but there were 
ſome publications differing in their nature, though equally 


libellous in their tendency, equally hoſtile to the principles of 


the conſtitution; a pamphlet had been attributed to a perſon® 
much in favour of miniſters, one who had been employed 
in every kind of work, in which he maintained that the Britiſn 
conſtitution was an eſſential monarchy, and that the other two 


branches of it were derived from its bounty and dependent 


upon its favour. | 
| Mr. Reeves, 
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_ He ſhould feel himſelf unworthy of the name he bore and 


of the family he ſprang from, if he did not expreſs his deepeſt 


indignation at ſuch doctrines, openly avowed and publiſhed 


under the auſpices of a government that delighted to aſperſe 
the principles of the revolution—doctrines that ought to be 
the ſubject of a proſecution inſtituted by that houſe and in- 


finitely more pernicious than what had been uttered by any 


Sacheverel of modern times. WE ts 


Could any man imagine a miniſter ſo unſucceſsful in every 


undertaking in which he embarked, whoſe conduct was 


marked by a train of ſuch diſaſters and diſgrace, and the 


glaring. folly of whoſe meaſures were only equalled by the 
obſtinacy with which he perſeveres in them, nevertheleſs fo 
rooted in depravity, ſo loſt to ſhame as to adopt meaſures cal- 
culated to aggravate and increaſe the public diſcontent and 


diſſatisfaction? Who could feel ſurpriſe that the contem- 


plation of ſuch incapacity, and the preſlure of ſuch misfor- 


tunes, had produced outrages among the people? Smarting 


under the ſcourge of famine, and irritated at their loſſes, ſink- 
ing under the weight of grievances which the accumulation of 
taxes and the ruin of their induſtry occaſioned, what wonder 


was there that they ſhould proceed to unjuſtifiable outrages? 
The miniſter himſelf could not but be ſenſible that the temper. 


of a people mult be ſo thoroughly rouſed by ſufferings ſo poig- 


nant and fo extreme, that it would inevitably burſt forth into 


open acts of violence. When the miniſter of this country 
thought himſelf unſafe without the guard of a hundred con- 


{tables to attend him to a city feaſt, could they doubt that he 


was Convinced that his own -meaſures muſt have provoked 


the public indignation, and that it was unneceſlary to ſeek for 


the cauſe of outrage in a ſettled averſion to royalty, The 
miniſter conſcious of the calamitous condition to which he 
has reduced his country, can no, longer bear the contempt of 


his fellow-citizens, and therefore he deviſes laws to repreſs 


the-natural diſplay of theſe feelings. He was now determined 
to ſtop their mouths, not indeed with bread, but with gags, 


and reſolves to wreſt from them the (miſerable conſolation of 


complaint. Though that obnoxious clauſe of the Bill by 
which the confidence of private families was to be violated 
had been abandoned, the miniſter had converted magiſtrates 


into judges of logic, of rhetoric, and of political opinions, 


and conſtituted them the immediate executioners of a rapid 


and arbitrary ſentence, which they were authorized and in a 


manner called u on to pronounce: Shielded by theſe enact- 


ments. the n iniſter thought he might venture to appear 10 


| pub ic 
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public without dread of the opinion of people on affairs with 


which they were prohibited from intermeddling, without fear 
of that reſentment which they were prohibited in any manner 
to teſtify, When the ſovereign is inſulted in conſequence of 


the odiumof miniſterial meaſures, and a few individunle re 


into indecent exceſſes, the whole people of England are to 

be deprived of their liberties. Before the houfe could decide 
upon a meaſure ſo fatal to the conſtitution, and fo injurious to 
the people of England, they would ſurely expect more evi- 


dence than they yet had before them, which could only be 


obtained by the enquiry. 3 | 1-29 05] 
Sir James Sanderſon roſe in conſequence of the alluſions of 
Mr. Jekyll to his mayoralty, and ſpoke in juſtification of his 
conduct, againſt which, for the courſe of theſe: three years, no 
charge, he ſaid, had been brought on account of any.of the public 
tranſactions in which he was engaged, The proceedings of 
the public meetings, 1792, were, he ſaid, alarming and dan- 
gerous, and frequently claimed his vigilance and exertion. 
As an inſtance of the miſguided and perverſe intentions of 
thoſe deluded men, he {tated that the ſentiments expreſſed by 
one of their leaders, who was brought before him, were, 
that “ He would never reſt until this country. was governed 


by a commonwealth.” Every thing that had fince happened 


convinced him that not one moment ſhould be loſt in putting 

a ſtop to the further proceedings of political clubs, as that 
delay might endanger the conſtitution and undo the country. 
Mr. Curwer ſaid, he believed that the exiſting laws of the 
country were amply ſufficient for the purpoſe of ſuppreſſing 


eriminal attempts on the conſtitution, whether ſeditious or 


treaſonable, and he was convinced that if they were not pro- 
perly executed, it aroſe from the ſecret views and practices af 
miniſters themſelves. He believed in his conſcience that theſe 
men, who were deſcribed to be ſo dangerous to the govern- 


ment, had been allowed to proceed in their plans in order to 
turn the public attention from an abominable war, begun 


without neceſſity, in oppoſition to the intereſt of this countr. 

and to the maxims of ſound policy, and which, in its — 
never, he ſaid, forget, that ſome years ago, when it had been 
propoſed to inveſtigate the ſtate of Teditious meetings in this 

country, the l had undervalued their importance, and 
affected to conſider them as too inconſiderable to merit the 
particular interference of the houſe. He had no connection 
whatever with ſeditious meetings himſelf. He even diſap- 


„ been pregnant with ruin and miſery. He could 


proved of many of their proceedings, and ſhould not be ſorry 
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to ſee a ſtop put to them if poſſible. He nevertheleſs conſider. 
ed theſe men as ſtill more dangerous who reprobated the con- 
duct of juries, and endeavoured to bring them into ſuſpicion, 
Every man, who valued the conſtitution, rejoiced in the ac- 
quittal of the perſons alluded to. An attempt had been directly 
made to ſtretch the law, and to raiſe offences, which amounted 
to mere miſdemeanours, into the extreme criminality of treaſon, 
but happily it proved fruitleſs; if the hand-bills ſo frequently 
mentioned, really were circulated, they ought, in tis opinion, 
to have been puniſhed. But as no proſecution was inſtituted, 
he could not believe that they ever exiſted. 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, the caſe to which the Honourable Gen- 
tleman referred was by no means in point. An overt-at 
really under the obſervation of the houſe might be a reaſon 
for proceeding without inveſtigation, which would not au- 
thoriſe them to act in ſo looſe a manner. The ground of 
notoriety was not ſufficient, becauſe no connection between 
the meetings of any — and the outrage on his Majeſty, 
was eſtabliſhed by it. With regard to the hand- bills, en- 
couraging king-killing, he ſhould have conſidered himſelf a 
traitor, if he had met with ſuch hand-bills, without diſcover- 
ing that they exiſted ; however, it did not appear, that on the 
_ preſent occaſion any diſpoſition to puniſh the authors of them _ 
had been manifeſted. The miniſter had endeavoured to 
brand every man who differed from him with the fouleſt im- 
putations, and the converts whom the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had made to his party had ſtudiouſly followed his ex- 
ample; but much as they. prided themſelves on ſuch an ac- 
quiſition of ſtrength, it was the ſevereſt blow which the go- 
vernment could receive. All confidence in the virtue of pub- 
lic characters was thereby deſtroyed. When the world ſaw 
«thoſe very characters who had exerted themſelves moſt ſtre- 
nuouſly in oppoſition to the miniſter's meaſures, and who had 
_ (reprobated him as the enemy of the conſtitution, ſo ſoon forget 
their | profeſſions and join in the ſupport of every part of 
his fyſtem, they would be juſtly filled with indignation.— 
When men abandon their principles, and deſcend to all the 
mean and ſelfiſh conduct which they formerly were the firſt 
to condemn, was it wonderful that a contempt: of the go- 
4 vernment and a diſlike to the conſtitution were excited !— 
Groaning under the miſeries which ſuch a combination pro- 
duced, and the diſtreſſes which preſſed conſtantly upon them, T 
amidſt an univerſal diffidence of public men, was it mattter 1 
- of ſurpriſe, that under the weight of ſuch evils, an attack _ | - 
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manner, the general indignation ? 


The country harraſſed by calamity and the moſt grinding 


diſtreſs, experienced the bitter fruits of that confidence which 
had been ſo liberally and ſo unwiſely repoſed in the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. The neceſſity of having evidence before 


them, Mr. Curwen ſaid, was undeniable, - He would not 


truſt the repreſentations of the Honourable Gentleman, as his 
conduct difplayed one uniform ſcene of deluſion and impoſture. 
In the ſpeech from the throne, at the opening of the ſeſſion, 
miniſters extolled the peaceable and loyal temper of the peo- 


ple, aſſerted that French principles had been © overthrown 


among other effects of the war; and afterwards they came 
forward to propoſe laws, the neceſſity of which they reſted 
upon events that happened prior to that period. = 

If the decided oppoſition which had been raiſed againſt the 


pernicious meaſures of adminiftration, and the loſs of canf- 


dence that attended them without doors, {ſhould produce 2 
change of miniſters, he hoped thoſe who had ſo honourably 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their bold and manly reſiſtance of 
the preſent unconſtitutional Bills would adhere to the pro- 
feſſions which they now held. The reſtoration of confidence 


in publick men was in his opinion, eſſential to the happineſs 
of the country, diſcontent had been produced and cheriſhed by 


the loſs of it, The conduct of the houſe in refuling enquiry 
where it ought to have takeh place, and in their careleſs ſu- 


|  perintendance of the public money, as well as in their implicit 


acquieſcence in every miniſterial meaſure, was little deſerving 
reſpect; the people in the difference of their ſituation did not, 
he believed, exerciſe ſo much partiality in their judgment. 
What then muſt they think of the corruption and prodigality 
of miniſters, of the ſums of publick money, which they had 
laviſhed on their favourites, their creatures, and their depen- 
dents? Eſpecially what muſt they think of the unexampled 
penſion beſtowed upon Mr. Burke, to whoſe private virtues 
he believed much regard was due? In the mode however, in 
which the penſion had been beſtowed, Mr. Burke's charaQer 
had been degraded. - Had he really deſerved it on national 
and public grounds, it ſhould have come before parliament. 
Had it been fo brought forward, he would have oppoſed it, 
becauſe, even publick virtue, was not, always to receive pub- 
lick rernuneration. Liberality of rewards rendered the purity 
of the motive ſuſpected, and injured the general courſe of real 
patriotiſm. The conſciouſneſs of having diſcharged their 
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made, which expreſſed in a moſt unfortunate, unbecoming 


duty 
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duty was the beſt and moſt unequivocal reward of publick 
ſervices. 5 SW TR a 90s boo orgy, 

Without further evidence, (which, if it exiſted, an enquiry 
would bring forward,) the houſe Mr. Curwen ſaid, was 
not warranted to proceed with the Bill. "The prefent meaſure 
was too weak for actual inſurrection, too ſtrong for the exiſt- 

bog ſtate of the country. With regard to the facts ſtated by 
- miniſters, he made no ſcruple to ſay he utterly diſbelieved them; 
they were fo much in the habit of impoſing on the credulity 
of the people. He repeated it, that he thought the pretence 
of the outrage was aſſumed to divert the attention of the pub. 
lick from the ruinous and deſtructive war in which miniſters 
had involved us; that the country if fairly conſulted, would 
decidedly declare its diſapprobation, and that miniſters would 
not decline the enquiry, but from a conſciouſneſs of inability 
to produce any evidence. 77) 
The Attorney General ſaid, that agreeable to his habits, he 
. ſhould have continued ſilent till he had heard the arguments 
of Gentlemen on the preſent Bill, had he not been particu- 
larly adverted to in the courſe of the debate. I hough he faw 
the exiſtence of the country at ſtake, he ſhould have collected 
the whole of the arguments againſt the Bill before he re- 
plied, had he not found himſelf immediately attacked, 
One Honourabie Gentleman had faid, that he ought to 
have proſecuted. To this he would reply, that when it was 
proved before, that ſeditious deſigns did exiſt when the firlt 
magiſtrate of the country ſubmitted to the Houſe, charges to 
that extent, the accuſed were cleared by verdicts of their 
country. On that occaſion he thought that even the juries 
had done their duty, and that the Houſe had acted properly in 
laying the charges as they did. He could not, however, 
conſider it fair to make ſuch an attack on him, when the 
grand jury, after much delioeration, bad found the charges 
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laid in tae indictment; and as he could collect nothing to the | 
coatrary from the learned bench that preſided; it was bis 
duty to follow up the proſecution. Even had he entertained 

a different ſentiment himſelf, it would ſurely be admitted, t 
that the character of the law of the country concurred with Tho 
his own peculiar but public duty to oblige him to act as he P 
had done, He was as fallible and as liable to errors as other a 
men; but he declared before God and his country, that 
there was nothing which he ſtated to the jury as Attorney p 
General, that he would not ſtate, were he on the bench. He | 1 
thought the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Jekyll) raſh in his _ = 00 

e 


on him: he was conſcious of having done his duty; and 
| Sek 1 5 | e Was 


Nor. 16.1] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 27 
was happy to ſay, that a man with induſtry and ſound talents 
might riſe to high ſituations with out forfeiting his principles. 
Looking back a few years, he had ſtrong incentives to in- 


duſtry for the ſake. of his family and children. His induſtry 


had not been unſucceſsful: ſuch were the bleſſings of the 
Britiſh conſtitution, that a man in office might ſerve himſeit 
and the public at the ſame time. With his honour and prin- 
ciple intire, he might, if it were neceſſary, retire into privacy. 
Would any man ſay it was his duty to lay the charges for any. 
thing but treaſon, when any of the five judges who preſided 
did not conſider the crime charged in any other light. 

If the Honourable Gentleman really thought him negligent 
in the performance of his duty, he hoped the Honourable 
Gentleman would make a ſeperate motion upon the ſubject. - 
The Attorney General entered into a detail of the proceedings 
on the trials: Two perſons who were called ſpies were, he 
faid, examined, who, from minutes taken by them, proved 
the conduct of the ſocieties for two years; and though the 
counſel for the defendants called two or three perſons to invali- 
date their evidence, it remained uncontroverted. This was 
ample proof of the exiſtence of ſedition. ü : 
An honourable Gentleman ſaid, that the parliament at 
Copenhagen-houſe could not at the ſame time exiſt with the 
parliament at Weſtminſter without danger to the latter; an 
obſervation -in which he ſincerely concurred without preſ- 
ling the argument farther, It was true, the people of this 
country, agreeable to the conſtitution, (might aflemble to diſ- 
cuſs political ſubjects; but how far they might, in the preſent 
_ complexion of things, abuſe this privilege, was a queſtion 
highly important to the Houſe to conſider. Reſpecting thoſe 
who in the courſe of the debate had been repeatedly and con- 
temptuouſly ter med ſpies, he hoped that Gentleman would not 
again uſe as an argument, what had been more than once 
looſely afſerted, namely, that miniſters had employed them to 
furniſh arguments for bringing ſuch a meaſure into that houſe. 
Let Gentlemen conſider that the Britiſh conſtitution carried 
the liberty of the ſubject ſo high in its practice, that the 
means which might at firſt view appear to deſtroy it, would, 
perhaps, beſt tend to its conſervation. It had been the wiſe 
ulage of our anceſtors to give a part for the ſafety of the 
whole, Such were the various ſuſpenſions of the habeas cor- » 
pus to be traced in the ſta:ute book, which, though they 
treſpaſſed on the Bill of Rights, were the cauſes of preſerving it 
for ages. If Gentlemen took the trouble to ſce what was 
done under ſuch ſuſpenſions, they would find that the happineſs 


* 
N 


r 

r 
. 

CE — 


8 
— — 
„ 


Ws e t ISR 
— * as 74 7 


2 "ABI 
>. .* <a — * 
ge * 


— — . 


AA 
23 


.. 
—— — VOCs 


7 as 4 
— ie RS 


= 
k — c 
_— % 
— N ESA 8 : 3 , ne : 
5 Pf . . Be cn re OI r — 
b 2 23 2 2 ns > noe 2 * 7 — — 9 Ar r WIE 4-0 r * 0 _ 0 - 5 5 
N * "wh . . « th 0 8 8 a % 2 8 * * * r n * * . . 7 wo 4 7 r 2 * 1 ak fol ps bs ( 
. < 8 8 * rn Fa. go” N n a Sa as nd * FF . " 
: l 1 7 5 X * 5 — 8 1 — vat” * 
oh — 4 1 0 a r ay —— ay Fe 0 rage — we 
n _ n - * — — — * 8 {I 


** 
emen 


by j 
ae ty ri, 
2 "ee 


— 
. v2 Hee 4 1 
— — — 4 * 


* 


— 
* 2 Ly 

Re PAP 
Mo 

OJ 


$8. 
ä 


F x 
2 1 
- nnn 
2 ee 
— 2 * 
1 


Spo 2 ** . 
rr 
i Io. avi 

*. N 
1 1 


n Is 
4th 
BIG? 
a7 
. 
0 [1 . 
9% 10 
N 
i . 
o 4 CY 
ini 
8 
8 
1 4 
388 
* 7 
£ i 
_ 
\ 149 
1 3 
Th) 
ix. ' 
9 
$ 
. 
ob 
2 
Us 
N 
4 
i 
{ * 
. 
. 
* 


. 
N 
N 

* 


— — 
—— —— wm. SET n y 4 
2 22 — — g a x 
* 5 a (3 3 + A 1 ._— K * of 
_—_— — . 2 — * - . . 8 : 
CDT : "2 2 = _ _ N "SER 
* 7 = 4. 4 . — ** LEN ” — p 1 . 
< . © Sr at ores age fs ma ——— 
* 


* 5 
n 
* 5 [4 
err e unter: 
. {rl ge ae” 
8 2 e 4 N 


95 


238 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Connony 


of debating them in that Houſe, which they at this time fully 
enjoyed, was in a great meaſure owing to thofe timely and 


temporary facrifices of freedom on the part of the people. 


It was, nevertheleſs, to be obſerved, that it had not been 


uſual to extend ſuch proviſions beyond the temporary ne- 


ceffit yr. 


Ihe ſocieties had totally changed their ſyſtem ; laſt year 

they declared they would not petition ; now they do petition : | 

he would not ſay how far they might be ſincere in this. He 
wiſhed to call the attention of Gentlemen to the libels circu- 


lated at the meetings of theſe ſocieties : he had in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, and in his hands, libels, printed by Citizen Lee, that 
went to the ſame extent. N | „ 

The firſt was entitled “ A Summary of Citizenſhip.” 
This ſummary he read, which deſcribed the tyrants of Eng- 
land to confift of various claſſes, fuch as prieſts, ſoldiers, and 
lawyers: prieſts it ſtated to be the preachers and ſupporters 
of tyranny and monarchy ; and declared the monarch winked 


at clerical peculation. That the books of Moſes and Chriſt 


it aſſerted, were never written by the authors whoſe name 
they bore, but fabricated by the propagators and ſup- 
porters of deſpotiſm. This work, the Attorney General ſaid, 


was to be printed expreſsly for the edification and inſtruction 


of ſociety, The other was called, A Summary of the 

„Rights of Kings ;”” and printed by Citizen Lee, at the 
Tree of Liberty. JJ... POD oo 
It ſet forth in general, that the curſe of God to man was 


kingly government, that the lower orders were ſacrificed to 


monarchy, and that the poor, luckleſs inhabitants of the coun- 
try were half ſtarved and emaciated—ſee England! The ex- 
preſſions of it againſt the King, were fo groſs, ſo baſe, and 
ſcandalous, that-decency forbad his mentioning them. Every 
body knew that there were people now who lived by libels: 
it was become a trade. - People went into a ſhop, not to find 


and buy a ſingle libel, but into a ſhop full of nothing but 


libels. It was not unuſual alſo, in different parts of the town, 
to ſee the wares of uſeful trades expoſed to ſale on one fide of 
a ſhop, and libels on the other. e 


Such were their numbers, that it was his ſincere and con- 
ſcientious opinion, they could not be properly dealt with, or 
effectually checked, if tome law were not made, expreſsly, 


to ſtop their progreſs. They appeared to be multiplied for 
the purpoſe of rendering proſecution more difficult, and thus 
baffling the law. The Bills would not he ſaid, have come into 
the Houſe, if he did not conceive them to be juſtified by the 

| | | | STAND, IL TOES Ol hes - Notoriety 


Az 


notoriety of fuch infamous proceedings. The Houſe would 
recollect, that in the years 91 and 92, the object of the ſocieties 
was. clearly and diſtinctly univerſal fu | 
equivalent to no King. They addreſſed the Jacobin ſocieties 
of France to that effect; and received for anſwer, that they 
([the Revolutioniſts of France) hoped that England woul 
ſoon have a National Convention; and they would be ſhortly 
_ tranſmitting to the ſoldiers of England, weapons and pikes, 
and bonnets of liberty. „ 555 
Let the language and conduct of the meetings at Sheffield, 
Wakefield, and Chalk Farm be duly weighed. They did not 
ſay they would petition parliament; but called their legiſla- 
tors their plunderers, their enemies and oppreſſors; meaning, 
no doubt, the three branches of the legiſlature. If Gentlemen 
conſidered theſe circumſtances, they would at leaſt fee there 
was reaſon enough to deliberate, whether ſuch a law were 
neceſſary. If the ſocieties and meetings were ſuffered to pro- 
ceed, the buſineſs of the country would not go on. The li- 
bels and doctrines circulated at St. George's- fields, at Chalk 
Farm, at the Globe Tavern, and Copenhagen-houſe, were 
 fufficient to inflame and irritate the minds of the people from 
properly regen, the bleſſings they enjoy under a free go- 
vernment. He further wiſhed to impreſs it on the minds of 
Gentlemen, that the rewards of ſuch innovators were the wages 
of induſtry and labour, given by the lower orders to their cor- 
rupters and deceivers. C g 
Surely then it could not be denied that there was ſuf- 
ficient ground for the Bill. For his own part, he ſcrupled 
not to declare that it required diſcuſſion and deliberation; and 
however irkſome it was to a lover of the conſtitution to feel 
his liberty in the ſmalleſt degree abridged, every wiſe man 
would admit, that when every thing dear to him was in danger 
of deſtruction from the daring herd of raſh innovators, and 
the alarming and licentious doctrines of the dealers in ſedition, 
that, valuable as Britiſh freedom was, it was well worth 


| their confent that a part ſhould be ſacrificed for a time for 


the ſafety of the whole. The proviſions of the Bill were 
ſuch, that the peace of no family would be diſtürbed, nor 
would a conſtitutional club or aſſembly be interruptet. 

Mr. J. Hawkins Browne, tejoiced that publick fpirit was: 


not loſt, and that publick virtue was {till alive in the country. | 


When it was conſidered how many exalted and moſt reſpect- 
able characters filled the publick offices of ſtate, no man 
could doubt the fact, or ' diſpute their integrity, Extremes 
were at all umes to be gtarded againſt, but moſt of all in times 
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rage, which was 
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of tumult. It was the duty of the houſe to direct their atten- 
tion. equally to the care of the monarch, and preſervation of 
ublick liberty. The exiſting laws were obviouſly infuf- 
* to the preſervation of the country from treaſon and 
ſedition in the new ſhapes they have aflumed of late. The 
conduct of his majeſty's miniſters had he obſerved, been in- 
veſtigated, and the reſult was, that an increaſe of confidence 
was given to them. The majority of that houſe could he 
was perſuaded, have no motive for ſupporting the miniſter, if 
they did nat think it their own and the common intereſt. 
The houſe undoubtedly ought to be extremely cautious, in 
paſſing laws to reſtrain liberty; they ſhould neither be too 
ſtrong nor too weak, but the neceſſity of the time ſhould be 
particularly kept in view, while they were under conſidera- 
tion. The notoriety of the prevalence of ſedition was, he 
conceived, ſufficient to ſubſtantiate the charge. Various 
opinions of the extent of the guilt, he was aware had pre- 
vailed; but all men were to a certain extent agreed in its 
exiſtence. Gentlemen he reminded them, were reſponſible 
to themſelves and their poſterity for their endeavours, to pre- 
vent and ſuppreſs it. The clubs and meetings in on 
_ evidently wiſhed to excite tumult and revolution in the coun- 
try on two grounds of grievance, the weight of taxes, and the 
| high price of bread, They followed the example of France, 
and. were anxious to introduce French principles, to the ſub- 
verſion of order, law, and religion. A 
The civil wars of France were, Mr. Browne obſerved, 
more bloody than thoſe of this country: but even in this 
Country great bloodſhed and calamity had been the conſe- 
quence of ſuch evils, The notoriety of the wiſh in certain 
bodies of men to excite commotion, was in iifelf ſufficient to 
juſtify miniſters in bringing in the Bill; but the caſe was 
made ftronger, when gentlemen conſidered the report of the 
ſelect committee, of which he had been a member, for inveſti- 
gating the papers of the Correſponding Society. The facts 
that then appeared were never contradicted: and he would : 
venture to ſay, that whoever. read that report, and the pro- | 
#. ceedings of the trials for high treaſon, could have no doubt 
but the perſons were guilty of great miſdemeanors, though 
perhaps they ought not, as the event of the trials ap- 
parently evinced to have been proſecuted for high treaſon. 
Ae begged gentlemen, to conſider what was paſſing on the 
great theatre of Europe, They had ſeen an extenſive, popu- 
ſous, and naturally fertile and productive country, the moſt 
flouriſhing ſeven years ago, reduced in that ſhort period, | 
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Rate of the loweſt degradation; let any man compare French 
deſpotiſm with the anarchy that prevails at preſent, and that is 
likely to prevail, could he deny but that the former condition 
Was atk preferable to the prefent republican liberty? This 
deſolation, he ſaid, it was notorious, had taken place in con- 


| fFequence of clubs and ſocieties, and it behoved this country | 
to guard againft fimilar miſchief, reſulting from a fimilar 


cauſe. The queſtion before the houſe was, whether they 
would go into a committee to ſubſtantiate a charge which was 
negative, 7 a | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he meant to confine himſelf to the motion 
before the houſe, and to avoid going at all into the proviſions 
of the Bill; it would, however, be neceſſary for him to take 
ſome notice of what had fallen frem the learned gentleman 
_ oppoſite on the firſt point, which was of a perſonal nature 
between the learned gentleman and himſelf, He had not been 
_ one of thoſe who had maintained that the Attorney General 
ought to have proſecuted the gentlemen tried laſt year for a 


notorious? To this motion he did not heſitate to give his 


miſdemeanour inſtead of high treaſon. He confidered him 


to have been fully juſtified in the manner. in which he had 
proceeded, and ned. after the declarations of both houſes of 
parliament that thoſe perſons had been guilty of high treaſon, 
it became the duty of the Honourable and learned Gentlemart 
to proſecute them for that crime. If the learned Gentle-- 
man's own opinion had carried him the length of thinking 
them guilty of high treaſon, he ought to have proſecuted them 
in that marmer rather than for an inferior crime, from a 
preſumption that a verdict might have been more eaſily ob- 
tained againft them on that point; fo far he had fully explained 
bimſelf; there was one trial, however, Mr. Fox faid, that 


of Mr. Walker, which he held in the greateft horror and. 


deteſtation; a proſecution that he muſt fill ſay there ought to 
be ſome enquiry into; while they were reviewing the paft 
conduct of miniſters with regard to ftate profecutions, if ſuch 


glaring injuſtice was not examined into, that circumſtance 


would tend greatly to increaſe the diſcontents that exiſt in the 


country concerning thofe proceedings. There were Hkewiſe 


others, thoagh of an inferior nature, that in his mind, called 
for enquiry. One Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Powys) in 
the ſtile of perſonal invective, which generally forms the beft 
part of his oratory, had laboured, as upon former occaſions,” 


| to prove, that though Thelwall ant Hardy were acquitted of. 


treafon, there was enough of proof to convict them of fe- 
dition, an inference which no candid or ſenſible mind wou 
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ever allow to follow from their having been acquitted. The 
learned gentleman had next revived an old ſubject of diſpute 
between them, which was, that he (Mr. Fox) had held 
that the verdict of thoſe juries had diſproved both that there 
was any fuch treaſons or conſpiracy in exiſtence, and if there 
Was, that thoſe perſons were not guilty of them. Mr. Fox 
ſaid, he ſtill muſt maintain, after the moſt mature conſidera- 
tion of the ſubject, that if the juries were right in their ver- 
dict, no ſuch traiterous conſpiracy exiſted as that which had 
been held out as the great ground of alarm. Upon the whole 
of this part of the ſubject he thought the Attorney General 
was right in proſecuting for the higher crime, if he thought 
they had been guilty of it, rather than preſuming that though 
they were not guilty of treaſon they certainly were guilty of 
the inferior crime; and he mult repeat that the event of thoſe 
trials diſproved the alledged conſpiracies. In many criminat 
caſes, which depend on the nicety of legal evidence, much 
difficulty may ariſe, but in thoſe caſes there had been none, 
nothing ſerret or hidden; all the tranſactions were open and 
avowed, and in poſſeſſion of the court. With regard to what 
he had ſaid formerly about not putting the defendants upon 
their defence after hearing the evidence for the crown, and the 
declaration of the learned gentleman that their counſel pere 
not of that opinion, he obſerved, rſt, that he fully believed the 
Jury, who were men as reſpectable in their e ders and 
conduct, as thoſe whoſe ambition led them into higher ſitu- 
ations of life ; and 2dly, the judges likewiſe were ſatisfied of 
the total want of evidence upon thoſe trials. With reſpect to 
the two Honourable Gentlemen who managed the defences, 
one of whom was his intimate friend, and for the other he 
entertained the higheſt reſpect, it was their duty and their 
pride to exert their beſt endeavours in every way that would 
be ſerviceable to their clients. But what had. all theſe things 
to do with the Bills now brought forward? Bills of a very 
# ſtrong nature had been brought forward in 1791 and 1792, 
and they had ſuſpended the Habeas C:rpus Act on what he 
conſidered as flight grounds, renewed the ſuſpenſion on no 
ſtronger grounds, and at laſt allowed it to expire; on the 
firſt day of the ſeſſion alſo, minifters came down and put 
0 Words into the King's Speech, declaring their happineſs in 
= being able to ſtate, that one good effect of the meaſures they = 
| had purſued was, that the country was now perfectly quiet 
and tranquil, having no dread from the dangers with which 
it had been threatened. Was it then the proceedings of a 
meeting in St, George's Fields or at Copenhagen-houſe __ 
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theſe Bills were founded upon? If ſo, it muſt be remembered 


that both happened prior to the meeting of parliament ; and 
that this was pretended, or that they had then any ſuch idea, 
was ſo flimſy an aſſertion, that he defied even the moſt ig- 


norant credulity to believe it for a moment. The next pol- 


ſible ground of the Bills was the attack upon his Majeſty's 
perſon, in his paſſage to Parliament, an outrage that eve 


man muſt hold in the greateſt degree of abhorrence. But 


was this ſimply the ground for bringing in thoſe Bills? Cer- 
tainly not. Miniſters find it neceſſary to couple and connect 


this atrocious deed with the meeting at Copenhagen-houſe. 


Notwithſtanding all that had happened in Scotland—notwith= 
ſtanding the reſult of the trials of Hardy, &c.—and notwith- 
ſtanding the inefficiency of all tae proſecutions, yet they 
thought the time was come when they might ſafely allow the 
Habeas Corpus Act to expire, and not to bring in any new 
Bills. Now, however, they pretend to ſee better, and tell 


us it is not upon any of the grounds on which they introduced 


former Bills, that they bring in this, it is upon the outrage 
committed on the 29th of October, and the connection be- 
tween that horrid act and the recently previous meeting of the 
Correſponding Society. This connection and coincidence in 
point of time and circumſtances was ſtrongly aſſerted, but 


let gentlemen look to the truth of it; no proof of ſuch con- 


nection was offered, it was ſuppoſed to reſt merely upon the 
notoriety of the fact mentioned by miniſters. A very curious 
ſpecies of evidence, though followed by proof {till worſe ; he 
meant that detachment of evidence ſent from the Lords. 


Upon the firſt day of the ſeſſion they voted an addreſs more of ; 


adulation than any thing elſe, and then came a proclamation 
- ſtating crimes, and offering rewards ; was the Houſe of Com- 
mons to be ſo far degraded as to, be obliged to act upon this 
_ proclamation, upon the mere ipſe diæit of the miniſter,” with- 
| out having proof of any one fact ſtated in it eſtabliſh:d by 

any fort of evidence whatever? Good God, ſaid Mr. Fox, 
is the Houſe of Commons to be placed in this ſtate of con- 
tempt, for I avow, that no tranſaction of the worſt of thoſe 
ſocieties, or the enemies of the conſtitution, can bring ſuch 


| contempt upon this houſe as the preſent meaſure, which calls 


upon you without a ſhadow of evidence or proof, but merely 
on his Majeſty's proclamation and the miniſter's aſſertion to 
take words for fads, and to proceed to paſs laws which 
abridge, if not totally deſtroy Britiſh Liberty. Libels of a 


moſt audacious nature had þzen mentioned, and ſome of 


them 
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them read, but there was no prodf of theit having been either 
written or publiſhed by the meeting at Copenhagen-houfe, 
nor could he believe they were ſo from the Extreme diffidence 


and diſtruft in which he regarded any aſſertions that came from 


the quarter which thoſe did. Let the houſe enquire into the 


fact before they proceed upon it, and why, faid Mr. Fox, 


did not miniſters bring their ſpies to the bar of the houſe, to 
give ſome ſupport to their ſtories ; ſpies were, he obſerved, of 
' diffefent characters, for inſtance, if a man fees a/ conſpiracy 


going on and gives information of it, his conduct is meri- 
totious, and he would be highly criminal, were he to conceal 
it. If he was to get into the confidence of the conſpirators, 
in order to afcertain whether it did extit, his conduct would 


be more doubtful; but if he acts like the ſpies they had been 


accuſtomed to ſee of late, who infininted themſelves firft into 


confidence, then ſpurred on their affociates to the moſt vio- 


lent and daring conſpiracies, language does not furniſh words 
to expreſs the moral deteſtation in which good men muſt hold 


. them; their evidence may be admiffible; but who would 
receive it, unleſs with the foes reluctance and caution. 
„ | 


es his Honourable Friend had 


It was to this deſcription of 
eneral had ſaid their evidence 


alluded ; but the Attorney 


might be ſuppoſed good, becauſe no perſon had come forward 


to contradict them; the opinion of moſt men on that point, 


would, however, rather be that they certainly were guilty, 
though not convicted of perjury. The arte! General 


explained that a Bill of indietment for perjury had been pre- 


ſented againſt one of the witneſſes upon the trials at the Ola | 


Bailey, but the grand jury had thrown it out. 


Mr. Fox ſaid it was no proof to him of the innocence of 
the man, that the Bill had been thrown out. A fact might 


. exift of which legal proof could not be adduced. Having 
made this obfervation, Mr. Fox recurred to Mr. Walker's 


trial, and reminded the houſe of the horrid perjury of two 


witneſſes, who had fince been convicted and punithed, Dun 
and another, and yet by the propofed evidence of that man, 


Mr. Paul was detained many months, and would have been 


tried, but luckily, thank God, two witneſſes were neceſſary, 


and there was not another Dun to be found in the kingdom. 
After this gentleman's life, character, and every thing that |} 


was dear to him had been at ſtake upon ſuch groſs. and in- 

famous evidence, he begged to know what reparation had been 

made to him, as there could be no doubt. that government was 
anſwerable for the guilt artending ſuch tranſactions » T* on 
EEE | e * 
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learned gentleman had declared that theſe were peculiar times, © 
and men might act together from different cauſes ; and then 5 
he aſked if all who are the miniſter's friends and fupport his - 
meaſures, were to be included in the general charge of. | 
conſpiring ageinſt*the conſtitution, brought by the gen- 
tleman in appolition againſt them? He would aff the 
Honourable Gentleman in Sod if he belieyed all the 
members of the Correſponding Society held the opinions, 
and proceeded to the acts with which he had charged 
ſome individual members of that Society? Among them, 


and even 'in the Cabinet, there were ſome good men; and - PX 
ſome degree of virtue, but when their deſigns are ſeen to riſe 5K 
by degrees to the moſt flagitious acts of oppreſſion, who was 14 
there that would pot wiſh to ſee geaceable reſiſtance given to 1 
| ſuch daring ſtrides of arbitrary power.? The learned gentle- 7 
man had prefaced his ſpeech with different views of the nature 113M 
of the Britiſh conſtitution, in ſome of which he agreed with 1 
bim, in others he thought his own opinions more applicable, 
| He agreed with the learned gentleman, that the conſtitution þ 


was better adapted for the enjoyment of practical liberty than f 
that of any other country, but he rather thought that had 3 
been the caſe formerly more than it was at preſent z iti would 
be invidious to ſtate, any preciſe epoch when the alteration 
began to be moſt manifeſt, yet without meaning any thing, 
either perſonal. or diſreſpectful to the king, he muſt fate thay 
from the time of the revolution till his Majeſty's acceſſion to 


the throne, practical 100 had been greater than it had 
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been ſince, and that the fyſtem which had been acted upon 
in this reign was more hoſtile to liberty than during the period 
to which he had alluded. He declared he could diſcover 
nothing in the preſent ſtate. of the country that could jultify 


= 


this new infringement on the liberties of the ſubject intended 
by the Bill. So far from it, the power and influence of the 
crown were obviouſly ſo enormous, that all the: liberty that 
ſubſiſted in the country was preſerved only by the freedom of 
ſpeech and the liberty of the preſs; if either of theſe were 
given up, or in any degree taken away, the only barrier that 
we have againſt the annihilation of liberty will be completely _ 
deſtroyed, ' The learned gentleman had tated, chat the — 
reſpecting private families was given up, but this boon was of 
a piece with the conduct of miniſters in all the dreadful 
things they had brought upon the public. They always 
threatened the worſt, that they might make the bad tbeß 
really intended to go down more palatable. With reſpect = 
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the traiterous correſpondence clauſe, although altered from the 
oppoſition it met with from him and others, he could not 

agree to it, ſo long as it tended to make innocent clubs and 
meetings, which form a conſolation to many of the induſtrious 
and middling claſs of people, liable to the penalties of 
the Bill, Theſe Bills had, he obſerved, been called a tem. | 
porary meaſure; in one of them the blank was not yet filled 
up, and the other was to continue during the King's life; 
this he could not conſider as temporary, nor that it ought to 
| be fo, for if it really was neceſſary at preſent, it muſt always 


© 


7 


continue. . 1 92 8 0 | 
The queſtion then ſhortly'came to be, that they are called 
upon by miniſters to paſs this law upon their aſſertion, that a 
connection exiſts between the attack on his Majeſty and the 
_ focieties, without any evidence or proof of the fact. Becauſe 
this Citizen Lee printed thoſe bills, they are to conclude, 
without any proof, that the Correſponding Society is con- 
nected with him. They are in their full way to fly from 
all enquiry, and truſting to the ſmallneſs of the minority, to 
carry through their deſperate meaſures with 'a high hand. In 
the part he took it was as the advocate of human nature, and 
when he faw attempts to oppreſs the country, to lend his aid 
in fruſtrating them. He bade them 'recolle& what was faid 
of the American war, that we had firſt driven them to mad- 
nels, and then quarrelled with them about the phrenſy which 
their diſeaſe occafioned. When the people reflected on the 
ruin in which they had plunged us, on a conniving Houſe of 
Commons, on the misfortunes and miſcarriages that had 
happened, on the loſs of lives and the waſte of treaſure, how 
could they but be galled with the preſſure of the calamities 
which this war has brought upon them ? Theſe things con- 
| fidered, it was impoſſible for them not to ſuſpect the conduct 
of that houſe. This was the only war during which no en- 
gquiry had taken place. Was it he would afk, becauſe our 
ſueceſſes had been fo brilliant, ſo eminently conſpicuous? 
When compared to the wars of Lord Chatham and the Duke 
of Marlborough, had it been ſo ſelf-evidently economical, 
wiſe and proſperous from its origin, or in its management, 
that no inquiry was neceflary, and that it merited the fulleſt 
confidence of parliament? That parliament was too full of « 
confidence was more he ſaid, tc be lamented than wondered | 
at, Mr. Fox adverted to the proceedings of Weſtminſter | 
that morning, and dwelt on the peaceable and'orderly conduct 
of the people, who aſſembled in immenſe numbers, more than 5 
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thirty thouſand ; all ſeemingly deeply affected by their ſitua - 
tion, ſnewed no inelination to riot or tumult. Upon this 
ſubject he appealed to many gentlemen on all ſides, who muſt 


agree in the truth of his aſſertion. With regard to the Bill, 


be believed, when paſſed, it would be mere waſte eee 
O 


put in force, its effects would be horrid; they might ſtop, by 


laws, the complaints of the people, but they could never pre- 
vent the feelings of their hearts: the more that publick 


meetings were ſuppreſſed, the greater and ſtronger would be 


private complaints, which might at laſt burſt forth like 
thunder, and the people, deſpairing of all other redreſs, might 
wake up arms, and demand it. But, after what they feel already, 


what will they think when they are told the pretext for the 
Bill, and that the majority agreed to it without either proof of 


facts or the inſtitution of an enquiry? He replied to What had 


been ſaid of a gun - powder plot, and contended, that eve 
thing known at preſent was equally known for the la 
eighteen months, and yet they could not ſtop even for a few 
| 3 of this Bill, the danger is ſo preſſing and im- 
mediateG. N VVV 
Mr. Fox concluded by ſome alluſions perſonal to himſelf, 
the opinions he had held from the beginning of. the war, and 
the change that had taken place in the public mind on that 
ſubject. If he had attempted to addreſs ſo immenſe a number 
of people, in the year 1792, as he had met that morning, the 
queſtion he ſaid, would not have been whether he ſhould be 
allowed to ſpeak, but whether he ſhould be ſuffered to exiſt. 
The heat and diſcontent. that pervades the great maſs of the. 
people he aſcribed to the conduct of miniſters and their 
meaſures, the cruel and unjuſt proſecutions, and the mock 


trials in Scotland. All theſe, and the whole ſyſtem of admi- 


niſtration linked together, had made government odious, and 
altered the publick opinion. He adviſed them to give up the 
ſyſtem of terror; to trace back their teps 
to follow the opinion of an Honourable Gentleman, often 
quoted, (Mr. Burke), who had faid, try all means of 
gentleneſs; terror can always be applied to, but never 


without danger, becauſe if it fails in one inſtance, it produces 


contempt ever after. Mr. Fox ſaid, he would vote with his 
Honourable Friend. 1 | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer began his reply, wich . 


Eiying, that conſidering the lateneſs of the hour, and the 
* diſcuſſion theſe Bills would have hereafter, he ſhould not 
Fo. I. 1793. Qq : © © Intuds- 
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intrude at any great length upon the time of the houſe, more 
efpecially as the greater part of the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man's ſpeech had been employed on topics totally foreign to 
the ſubject then in diſcuſſion. The Right Honourable Gentle. 
man had exprefled himfelf under dome obligations to admi- 
nitration, for reſtoring him to a portion of the popularity 
which he had loft, and had founded his claim to that popularity 
upon having addrefied a meeting that day of thirty thouſand 
perſons, with applauſe. _ ang be 11 1a GLLTTIENSS 
With reſpect to the number of perſons preſent at the meet · 
ing, he could not undertake to ſpeak correctly, not having any 
dnta upon which to form an opinion. But he ſhould adviſe 
the Right Hon. Gentleman not to be too ſanguine in his calcu- 
lation of their numbers, before he knew for how many of his 
auditors he was indebted to a reinforcement from Copenhagen 
Houſe, becauſe it was notorious that the perſons who aſ- 
ſembled at that place expreſſed their determination of joining 
the aſſembly of the Electors of Weſtminſter; he would 
aqdviſe him to pauſe {or a ſhort ſpace of time, until he knew 
with certainty how many of that thirty thouſand were electors 
and houſeholders in Weſtminſter: he would recommend him 
alſo ſtill to pauſe a little longer, until he knew in what light 
that meeting was conſidered by the people at large. All thee 
were conſiderations which that Right Honourable Gentleman 
ſhould reflect upon, before he boaſted either of the number or 
the quality of the perſons aſſembled that day in Palace-yard. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had, in his uſual ſtyle 
of argument, contended that the Houſe of Commons were 
too confiding; that there were no inquiries; it was true, that 
the houſe had declined inquiring upon mere ſuggeſtion, when 
there was no ground, upon which a charge either of neglect 
or wilful error could be founded; but it was urged as an ac- 
cuſation againſt the houſe, that they had placed an implicit 
confidence in miniſters; becauſe there had been no inquiries ; 
and what was the ground of the charge? Not that any 
probable accuſation had been ſtated,” not that any real ground 
of inquiry had been - advanced—but, becauſethere had been 
inquiries in former wars 
This was a ground upon which he was ſure the houſe 
would never interpoſe to interrupt the operations of govern- 
ment, more eſpecially in a ſtruggle like the preſent, when 
they had to contend againſt a body of men, whoſe ſole motive | 
of action almoſt ſeemed to be the hope of deſtroying every 
thing that was reſpectable and valuable in ſociety, (a loud and | 
reiterated ery of hear] bear] on both r c N 
EP MP he IR, ON enen 


which the SPEAKER mapa to put a top. to, by calling 
both ſides to ordert... 

General Tarleton, 9 roſe, and interrupted the Chan 
cellor of the Exchequer, complaining at the ſame time 1. 


partiality in the chair. He ſaid, that the preſent was a very 
 lively-debate; but as it was upon ſubjects of ſo much impor- 
tance to the liberties'of the people, he felt himſelf bound to 


ſtate, that the SPEAKER had repeatedly called gentlemen on 


5 - ſide of the houſe to order, while there was a great, if not 


reater, * on the other fide, ¶ Here ſeveral members 1 
fired that his words might be taken down.] 

The Speaker Rated, arts the uſual made of "roceeding, in 

Aimar caſes, was for the member, whoſe 3 were . 


to be taken down, to be allowed an opportunity of explaining, | 


or re-ſtating them: if he did not, then auy. other member 
might Kate, upon his memory;” what the words were. [Here 
there was a general call upon General T arleton to riſe, but 
: without effect. 


The Chancellor of the Ruchuquer then ſaid, he felt ĩt a duty . 


he owed to the houſe, and to the digniry of the chair, to 
ſtate, upon the beſt of his recollection, what the words were; 
he ſtated them to be“ Sir, I complain of partiality in the 
chair: I have obſerved the Speaker repeatedly call gentlemen 
to order on this ſide of the houſe, when the uproar has been 
greater on the other ide. of the houſe 
taken down. 

Mr. Sheridan difored 1 the Chance of. the Exche- 


quer in his recolle&ion of the words. 


The Speaker implozed Saen Tarletoa. to ſtate the words | 


| to: the houſe. - 


After a fe words from Mr r. Feiyll, Mr. Sig Mr. Fax, : 


and the Chancellor of the Exeheguer, in Which the uniform 
candour and impartialieyrek the Speaker was moſt clearly Ace 
| Tein. 
General 7. ier foie that he would not rely. upon his own 
opinion againſt that of the majority of the houſe. If, there- 
fore, i in the heat of the debate, he had dropt any expreſfion on in- 
conſiſtent with the reſpect due to the chair, he was ſorry for 1 it. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that from the;know- 
ledge he bad of the dÞpoſition. of the honourable gentleman 
who filled the chair, he truſted he would fee] himſelf . 
the Honourable General having expreſſed hig ſorro for 1 
he had ſaid, in that caſe he den no brass 1 a 
"_— ard fe 1 „ Beet en 4 
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WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {[Commont, 
The Speaker declared himſelf perfectly ſatisfied, and af. 
ſured the houſe, that he had no wiſh to fill that chair a moment 
longer than he enjoyed their confidence and good opinion. 
| he Chancellor of the Exchequer then reſumed his ſpeech: 
he ſaid, that having already diſpoſed of what he confidered as 
the preliminary e. the honourable gentleman, be 
| ſhould not have much more to trouble the houſe with, becaufe 
it was not his intention to anticipate the diſeuſſion upon the 
Bills. But late as it was, the houſe would excuſe him, if he 
treſpaſſed a little longer upon their patience, in reply to ſome 
obſervations of the Right Honourable Gentleman. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had ſtated, that the 
miniſters had called upon parliament to pals theſe Bills, with- 
out laying before them any ground upon which they could be 
convinced of the neceſſity of them. He had ſtated: before, 
that he would not anticipate the diſcuſſion upon theſe Bills; 
but when they did come forward, he would venture to aſſert, 
that he would lay ſuch grounds before the houſe as ſhould 
| ſatisfy their minds upon the ſubject. It was not, he acknow- 
ledged, his intention to bring ſtrict legal proof, ſuch as would 
be neceſſary to convict a man of a capital offence, he would 
nevertheleſs prove it by fair reaſoning, and from a general 
view of the ſtate of affairs, but then the honourable gentleman 
aſks, why, if this danger exiſts, and has exiſted for ſome 
time, why d you ſuffer the Habeas Corpus Act to revive? 
did you not continue its ſuſpenſion?ꝰꝰe e 
Whether miniſters had done right or not, in not propoſing 
to continue the ſuſpenſion, he would not undertake to ſay; he 
could however ſtate ſome ground to juſtify their conduct. 
Whatever the opinion of the Right Honourable Gentleman 
might be of the trials for high treaſon, and the evidence pro- 
duced upon that occaſion, he was ſure they had a ſtrong effect 
upon the public. When that immenſe maſs of matter was 
laid open, and the real deſigns of theſe ſocieties developed, it 
' ſerved to open the eyes of the unwary, to check the incau- 
© tions, and to deter the timid. This, when conſidered, and 
alſo the wretched ſituation to which France was reduced, fo 
_ © wretched, that even the French themſelves complained of the 
- tyranny under which they laboured; when theſe points were 
' conſidered, he contended, there was fair ground tor miniſters 
to ſuppoſe, that the deluſion would ceaſe; it was therefore 
- prudent to try the effect of a lenient meaſure; and what was 
the effect? From the moment the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corp Act was taken off, all the plans of theſe ſocieties =4 
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vived, and continued in a progreſſive ſtate till the meeting of 
pajliament 7207 tt „„ e e 


*' The Right Honourable Gentleman called for ſome proof 


to ſhew the connection of the meeting at Copenhagen houſe, 


and the attack upon his Majeſty, He had ſtated before that 


he could not prove this by ſtrict legal evidence, but it was 


almoſt impoſſible to reaſon fairly, and not to come to two 


_ concluſions upon the ſubject. What was the moment in 
which it was deemed proper to commit this outrage upon his 
majeſty? One would have, thought that the king's paternal 
fondneſs for his people, and his many virtues, would have 


rendered him ſecure at any time, but more eſpecially when 


coming down to his parliament, when in the diſcharge of one 
of the moſt venerable and uſeful of his duties; when going to 
put thoſe aſſemblies in motion, from which all . redreſs 
for grievances muſt ſpring; on which the repeal of bad and 


7 the formation and maintenance of good laws muſt depend: 


this was the moment choſen for an attack upon one of the 


branches of the government, this was the moment fixed on 
for an inſult upon the collective majeſty of the conſtitution. 


Could it be ſuppoſed that this daring outrage was committed 
without hope of ſupport from ſome party or other? Certainly 


not with reſpect to the alliance ſuppoſed to be formed between 
the Right Honourable Gentleman and his friends with the 


London Correſponding Society, he wiſhed to caution that 
gentleman and his friends, that that ſociety was ſtill perſiſting 
in its original plan for the deſtruction of the conſtitution; and 
the Honourable Gentleman would, without his conſent, be 


uſed as a means for the attaining that end, whether it was in 


publick meetings, for the redreſs of grievances, in charges of 


extravagance in the expenditure of publick money, in accuſa- 
tions againſt miniſters for a ſcarcity, which was the effect of 


unfortunate ſeaſons, or whatever way they adopted, ſtill the 
object was the ſame, the ſubverſion of. the conſtitution; 
upon theſe grounds, he truſted the houſe would reject the 
motion. 1 5 9 5 e ; 


Sir Willlam Miteer ſpoke in praiſe of the Sedus of the 


ſpeaker and applauded his impartiality on all occaſions. Sir 


William faid, he diſapproved enterely of the Bill before the 


| houſe, He thought that the public thould never be impeded 

in their withes to meet to diſcuſs public affairs. The man- 
ner in which the Weſtminſter meeting was conducted that 
day, he thaught, did them credit. He profeſſed himſelf ſorry 
to hear that there were ſoldiers ſo near the place of fo Peace- 
able and fo proper an aſſembly of perſons. Report faid, that 
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place where: there was to be a meeting for political purpoſes, 
was. in his opinion, a practice of a very deſpotie nature; it 
tended to vera we the aſſembly, and to prevent their ſpeaking 


any connection between the proceedings of Copenhagen- 


ſequence of political opinions, appeared to him to be ſufficient 


purpoſes that were inimical to our conſtitution, it became the 


Connection between the meeting of Copenhagen-houle and 
_ which were dangerous in 'themſ-Ives, and {till more fo from 


Thurſday next, and I hope that you will give him a warm re- 
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ſoldiers would be brought nrar to the place if any ſuch meet- 
ing ſhould be held in Yorkſhire. To bring ſoldiers near a 


their minds with freedom. He did not, for his own part, ſee 


houſe and the attack that was made on his Majeſty; an at- 
tack which he deteſted as much as any man in the kingdom. 
He expreſſed great contempt for the idea that a public de- 
bating ſociety could engender treaſon; he deſireq to know 
what fort of treaſon that was which a man might go to hear 
on paying ſixpence. If there was treaſon to be feared it muſt 
be vrhere the proceedings of the contpirators were private. 
The puniſhment of all thoſe who committed exceſs in con- 


As it ſ tool. C111 Hop renee f end : 
Sir Francis Baſſet ſaid, that he had no objection to the 
holding of public meetings, while they were held for conſti- 
tutional purpoſes; but when they were confeſſedly held for 


buſineſs and the duty of government to take care to bring the 
military for the purpoſe of ſuppreſſing tumults, if any ſhould 
ariſe. On that day, it was faid, a meeting had been held that 
was perfectly orderly; if that was the caſe, certainly there 

could be no occaſion for the military. The military, he be- 
lieved, had never been unnecetiarily called out on ſuch occa- 


 ftons. He was ſure they never would be called out by any 
man without a cauſe, qualified to be a miniſter. „He could 


not, however, agree with thoſe who thought there was no 


the outrage that was offered to his Majeſty. Sir Francis ſaid, | 
he had heard of words that were delivered at that place, 


the manner in which they were delivered. The words were 
theſe, „His gracious Majeſty is to meet his parliament on 


ception.” Would any man of common tenſe ſay, that this was 
to be underſtood as applying to the applauſe which aroſe from 
attachment or zeal for his ſervice? Was it not obviouſly for 
the purpoſe of contumely; upon the real intent of it, no man 
living could doubt a ſingle moment. i ee 
dit Francis adverted to the riot act. That act, he obſerved, 
Had Ben paſſed without inquiry, upon the notoriery of the cale, 
that miſchief might otherwiſe ariſe, What was the — 
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the country at the time? There were ſome perſons who were 
known to. be inimical to the king upon the throne. And it was 
_ alſo known that they wiſhed to remove the king, and to put 
another upon the throne in his place. The danger appre- 
hended at that time, great however as it was, Was nothing i 
that which was to be dreaded at preſent. Had the family of 
Stuart been placed upon the thron:, the whole of the conſtitu- 
tion would not have been deſtroyed ; the property of every in- 
dividual would not have been gone: perſonal diſtinction would 
not have been ſacrificed ; and ſome fecurity would have re- 
mained for the form of our government continuing. It, 
however, the perſons who now. ſtrive againſt government 
ſhould ſucceed, there would be an end at once to the verx 
form of our conſtitution. The miſchiefs of theſe clubs which 
it was the object of the Bill to ſuppreſs had, he ſaid, long 
{truck him fo forcibly, and ſo. it had many country gen- 
tlemen, like himſelf, that they thought the miniſter dad been 
extremely remiſs in not bringing ſome ſuch meaſure as the 
preſent forward, long before that time, for the conſideration 
of parliament. There had, indeed, been clubs for debates 
of queſtions, the diſcuſſion of which he thought perfectly 
harmleſs; for inſtance, Whether Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fe OX Was 
the moſt worthy man of the two? In this he did not ſee 
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any thing of great conſequence to the public. Another queſ- 
tion he remarked was, Whether the preſent miniſters de- 
ſerved the confidence of the people? This appeared alſo 

to him to be harmleſs. But when he read a queftion, which 
had been lately diſcuſſed, Whether the people ought to be 
in a ſtate of rebellion, in conſequence of a Convention Bill 
paſſed by parliament?” he owned he ſaw theſe ſocieties in a 

er 
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very different light from harmleſs ones. Theſe perſons muſt 
either allow parliament to be a legal or an illegal affembly : 
if legal they ought to exerciſe. their authority over ſuch 
daring debates; if illegal, there was an end at once of all 
their mm!!! 8 
The extent of the preſent Bill, Sir Francis ſaid, had been 
ſo much miſrepreſented that it did not excite his ſurpriſe at 
what had been ſaid of it. Gentlemen had raiſed phantoms in 
their own imaginations, and then had combated theſe phan- 
toms with all the ſeriouſneſs of realities. It had been ſtated 
that no public meeting could be heid if this Bill paſſed; ſurely 
the caſe Vas not ſo. The one only went to prevent meet- 
ings being held without an advertiſement; and the other was 
to prevent debating ſocieties where money was to be ken. 


With reſpect to the firſt, What objection could there Seto 
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that regulation? Country meetings, as he underſtood, ge- 
nerally are ſo managed at preſent; and with regard to the 
idea that the debate at ſuch a meeting could not be free, he 
_ owned he ſaw no reaſon to ſuſpect that; a magiſtrate would 

have no power to prevent the meeting while the debate was 

fairly conducted; if he did, he was amenable to the law; but 
if ſome power be not given to prevent the diſcuſſion of ſome 
eſtions ſuch as he * heard, he would venture to ſay, that 
* conſtitution of this country could not laſt a twelvemonth 
longer. e e £3 15th dh OO INTO 7 9 
The caſe of thoſe who had been tried for high treaſon and 
quitted, had, he ſaid, eſcaped his attention. He found no 
fault with their acquittal, for they might not have done that 
which the law denominated 'treaſon. He muſt, however, 
proteſt againſt what had been agitated that night, with reſpect 
to juries. Gentlemen were too fond of praiſing juries, when 
their verdicts ſuited the ſide which they took in politics ; and 
too ready to depreciate their value, if a jury was againſt their 
opinions. Thus it had happened that the verdi& of Eng- 

Tiſh jurics had been extolled, and the verdict of the Scotch 
| Jury arraigned. This was, in his opinion, a daring conduct, 

3 what he never heard carried to ſuch a length before that 


IJ Much had been ſaid with reſpect to coalitions of perſons of 
Io dne and the other fide of the houſe ; for his part, he ſaw no- 
| thing 15 N in ſuch coalitions. The Right Hon. Gentle- 
; man, Mr, Fox, had at one time faid many ſevere __ 2 
| againſt a noble Lord, now no more, and 'yet they had at- 
BY terwards coaleſced ; he found no fault with them for it, on 
3 the contrary, he applauded them, for he believed they did it 
| for the public intereſt ; but ſurely it muſt be allowed, that 
thoſe who have lately joined, have done fo from the ſame. 
| honourable motives. He concluded with obſerving that he 
ſhould vote for the preſent Bill, and that he never gave a vote 
in his life mere willingly than that which he ſhould give 
that night. S F 5 
45 3 Fox roſe to explain what he meant with regard to 
the Scotch caſes of ſedition; he arraigned, what he con- 0 
ceived, the miſcondu& of the judges, in the mode of conduct- F B 
ing the trials. He arraigned the ſeverity of the ſentences, | h 


and, above all, the manner in which they had been carried th 
into execution by Engliſh miniſters, who ought to have bet. di 
ter ideas of the adminiſtration of juſtice, and which deſerves | de 
to have been reprobated by Parliament. re 
The Secretary at War returned his thanks to Sir F 5 do 


” 
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tion ; agreed with him as to the union of parties, and treated 
all inſinuations about intereſted motives with contempt. He 
- ſpoke highly of the penſion that had been granted to Mr. Burke, 

whom he extolled as the moſt enlightened man in Europe, 
and to whom a ſtatue of gold ought to be erected.—Miniſters 
gave proof of their public ſpirit by granting him a penſion, 


as much of the labour of that great man had been exerted 


againſt themſelves, If ſuch a man as Mr. Burke had been 
left in that indigence in which the independence of his own 
great mind had ſo long kept him, it would, he ſaid, have 


been a diſgrace to the eountry and the age in which he lived. 


The manner in which that gentleman had been talked of in 
| his retirement, under his domeſtic affliction, he thought de- 


grading to thoſe who indulged in it. The character of ſo 


great a man ought to be venerated by the public. 58 
[ke was called to order. Mr. Windham confeſſed he had 
indulged his feelings perhaps irregularly, but he hoped the 
houſe would excuſe him. OI TC DEAR I 

Mr. Curven diſclaimed all ideas of perſonality againſt Mr. 
Burke; but maintained, that if ſuch a penſion ought to have 


been given to him, miniſters ſhould have come to Parliament 


for that purpoſe. 


Mr. Sheridan cloſed the debate with a reply to the ſeveral 


ſpeakers againſt his motion; in which he commented with 
great ſeverity on the ſupercilious tone with which the Secre-, 
tary at War affected to treat every alluſion to the manner in 
which he and his friends had facrificed every principle they 
had ever poſſeſſed. It was certainly not a very unnatural 
_ thing for gentlemen to aſſert, that their * was ſome- 
what equivocal when they ſaw them ſquandering upan their 
adherents and relations the public money in the moſt laviſh 
way, and accepting for themſelves places without power, bu- 


ſineſs or efficiency. He had this on the authority of the 


pamphlet publiſhed by one of themſelves, Earl Fitzwilliam, 
in which he affirmed, that the Duke of Portland, had accepted | 
of an office of a third ſecretary ſhip, in violation of his own. 
Bill, without either buſineſs or power—and in doing of which. 
he had diſgraced and degraded himſelf. They might have 


thewn that their alarms were genuine, if they had given a 


diſintereſted ſupport to government; and ſurely the Hon. 
Secretary, if he had recollected his own language, would 
not fo readily have dreſſed himſelf out in “ a rag of the filthy 
dowlas of the Right Hon. Gentleman.“ In regard to the 
penſion of Mr. Burke, he would not ſay one word of his me- 
Vor. I. 1795. „ 
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Baſſet for the able manner in which he had diſcuſſed the queſ- 
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rit, further than that no man deſerved better to enjoy a part 
of the public money, if penſions were at all to be given, 
ſince he had contributed ſo much to the cxconomy of the na- 
tional caſh.. The manner, however, of granting Mr. Burke's 
penfion, he contended, was diſgraceful, not only to the gen- 
tleman himſelf but to miniſters. His own Bit had been 
evaded in order to grant him his penſion, inſtead of coming 
for it fairly to Parliament. It was diſgraceful alſo to the mi- 
niſter who had laid it upon a fund, which ſome years ago, 
being too ſmall for the payment of Eertain annuities laid upon 
it, was eaſed of the old penſion to the family of Mr. Pitt, 
and of that to the Duke of Glouceſter, which were laid on 
the confolidated fund. Now if the four and half fund was 
_ ſufficient, the public had a right to be reimburfed, inſtead of 
iving it away by new grants.” Mr. Sheridan then ani- 
madverted on the way in which his queſtion had been met by 
the oppoſite ſide. Ns, had dealt out a vaſt number of 
_ aſfertions, which they deſired the houſe to take for granted, 
He would do no ſuch thing—He called on them for proof, 
An. honourable. Baronet had related a groſs ſpeech, ſaid to be 
uttered at Copenhagen-houſe. It was, he owned, groſs and 
highly improper—but was it ſpoken? A learned gentleman 
h d produced a number of papers, faid to be bought, at the 
ſhop of citizen Lee, whom he called bookſeller to the London 
_ Correſponding fociety. He believed that citizen Lee was not 
the bookſeller of the Correſponding Society. Let him be 
proved to be ſo, The houſe had conſciences, as well as the 
learned gentleman, and they ought to be ſatisfied as well as 
be, by Ring the documents before them. He concluded 
by faying, that ſurely the Honourable Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. ought not to be the firſt to deboliſh debating 
ſocieties, as he had himſelf profited ſo much from them; that 
the honourable gentleman had attended them fo affiduoully, 
and had not only ſpoken in a maſk at theſe debating focictics, 
but had lent a helping hand to the inſtitution of one of them, 
the Lyceum in the Strand. His ſpeech in a maſk, he perhaps 
might recollect. It was ſpoken at Carliſle Houſe, on the 
- queſtion, Whether the diſtinction was juſt, which divided 
all mankind into two claſſes, xnaves and fools.” What ſide 
the honourable gentleman had taken he could not ſay. Per- 
haps'no man could better illuſtrate the poſition, that a little 
political knavery under the maſk of patriotiſm, might for a 
long time impoſe ſucceſsfully. on the folly of Engliſhmen. | 
* Fe Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to explain, He ſaidy © | 
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that ſome years ago the four and half fund had proved defec- 


* 4 


| Nov. 17] © WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 907” 


tive, owing to the iſlands being taken. The arrears of the 
penſions due upon the fund had been paid by the public; but 
one, except the penſion of the Duke of Glouceſter, had 
been fixed on the conſolidated fund. The penſion in which 
his family were intereſted, {till remained on the four and a half 
r cents. Fr AN Ot pate £npl 5 | 
The houſe then divided on the motion. 


: 


VVV Majority — 145 „„ 
Adjourned at half paſt one o'clock in the morning. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wt Tugspav, November 17. | : 
\ Petitions from the incorporation of the city of Bath, and 
from the town of Great Yarmouth, expreſfing their deteſ- 
tation of the ſeditious meetings which had been held in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, and praying the houſe to adopt 
ſuch meaſures as they might ſee proper for putting a ſtop to 
the diſorder, were preſented, and ordered to lie on the table. 
The Land and Malt Tax Bills were read a third time and 
_ paſted, „ . PE e 
Wo , , p 
General M<Leod faid he roſe to give notice, that it was his 
intention to move for a return of all the troops in the Britiſh 
| ſervice, as well as thoſe. in this country, the colonies,  &c. 
and of all the volunteer corps, yeomanry, &c. which had 
been eſtabliſhed. __ That gentlemen might not complain of 
being taken by ſurprize, he would ſtate diſtinctly the nature 
of his motion, He meant to move for a return of the army; 
by uſing the term army, he did not mean to be underſtood to 
have in view the regular troops only, but to extend the 
motion to troops of every deſcription that received pay. He 
wilhed his motion to be made previous to the bringing forward 
or the army eſtimates, as a correct knowledge of the ſubject 
nich. this motion went to aſcertain, was neceſſary to enable 
tie houſe to juuge of the expence which ought to be ad- 
mitted on this department. He therefore wiſhed to know 
what day was free of any buſineſs, in order that he might 
call the attention of the houle to his motion, and give notice. 


it on a certain day. 
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Yi Ford his motion. _ V 
report of the Bill to prevent for a hmited time the 


got. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. s [Conmony. 
Atſter ſome converſation between the Speaker and General 
 MTeod on the ſubject, it appearing that every day in the week 
was fixed for particular bufineſs, the Speaker recommended an 


application to the Secretary at War, to poſtpone the con- 
ſideration of the Army Eſtimates, which were to come on 
upon Friday, it was underſtood that the General would then 
7 
diſtillation of grain, was ordered to be received on Friday, 
The houſe agreed to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 


whole houſe, on the Bill to prevent the exportation of 5oap 
and Candles. | . 5 
Mr. Dundas pre ſented a petition from the Lord Provoſt and 


magiſtrates of the city of Edinburgh, of a ſimilar import 


with thoſe already mentioned; which was ordered to lie on 


' BILL TO PREVENT SEDITIOUS MEETINGS. = 
+ Upon the queſtion of the ſecond reading of the Bill for the 


better preventing ſeditious aſſemblies, 


The "Solicitor General (dir John Mitford) faid, that he 
would not have preſumed to have obtru ed himſelf upon the 
attention of the houſe in this fave oi the Bill, did not the 
general intereſt it had excited, and the miſrepreſentations of 
its tendency which had taken place, render an explanation of i's 
principle and object peculiarly important and neceflary, The 
Hrſt object to wnich it was directed was the putting a ſtop to 


thoſe meetings, which had of late been fo frequently 


held. The ſacred freedom of ſpeech, the privilege of 


which was juſtly reckoned fo diſtinguiſhed a blefling of the 
_ Britiſh conſtitution, had, he ſaid, been ſhamefully and dange- 
' Toufly abuſed. The fincere friends of the conſtitution and of 


the privileges it beſtowed would, he was perſuaded, give their 
cordial ſupport to a meaſure which proſeſſed to furniſh a re- 
medy to that diſorder and abuſe. Whether the proviſions of 
the Bill were calculated to meet the evil and to accompliſh its 


- purpoſe, was another conſideration, Its object, however, 


was to prevent the perverſion of an important right, and to 


ſuperſede the neceſſity of ſtronger reſtrictions upon it than the 


Bill was meant to impoſe. | 5 

The ſecond part was intended to remedy the abuſe of de- 
9 in public meetings. The particular object of this 
was, he ſaid, to prevent the egregious abuſe of that privilege 
which had of late riſen to ſo extraordinary a height—to pre- 


vent private intereſt from prompting diſcuſſions of public 


1 grievances, 


— 


Nor, 17 - WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: e 


grievances, and to put a ſtop to that traffick by which an 
uncandid and unfair examination of abuſes, a turbulent ſpirit - 
of diſcontent, had been raiſed and encouraged to ſerve the 


pecuniary purpoſes of individuals, It was to be conſidered 
afterwards how far this clauſe was ſuited to this purpoſe 3 
ſo far it would ſurely be admitted that the object of it was 
proper, ; 


When the Bill was.examined it Wowi be found that if the - 


_ proviſions of it were defective at all, the fault was, that they did 
not go far enough. His own opinion was that they did not 
go 2 far, nor were ſo extenſive in their operation as they 


ought to have been. The framers of the Bill, however, had 


been guided » the beſt of motives. They wiſhed it to meet 
the evils again 


to the deſperare and incendiary views 


went to eſtabli 
ing the legiſlature againſt any exiſting aw, or conſidering 
any actual grievance, but to ſubject it to regulations, not to 
withdraw or impair it. It enacted that no meeting for ſuch 


purpoſes could be held without a certain degree of previous 


notice. The perſons at whoſe requeſt it was called, would 


incur ſome degree of reſponſibility for the purpoſes purſued, 


and the conduct obſerved at ſuch meeting. He ſtated the ex- 


ceptions of the Bill. It was not meant to comprehend any 


meeting called by the Lord Lieutenant, Sheriff, Cuſtos Ro- 


tulorum, &c. At did not attempt to interfere with that kind 


of meeting which had generally been held formerly in this 
country, for the conſtitutional purpoſes alluded to, and which 
were the only meetings fitted for the exerciſe of theſe privileges. 


Whether this exception went far enough was, in his mind, 


a matter of doubt. The Bill ſimply required that previous 
notice ſhould be given for the purpole of explaining what is 
the nature of the buſineſs for which the meeting is called, and 
to faſten upon ſuch perſons as announced this intention a de- 


gree of reſponſibility which would be a pledge for the peace- 


ableneſs of their deſigns, and the decency of their demeanour. 
In what way does this enactment trench upon the ſacred right 
which the conſtitution beſtows, or give that fatal ſtab to 


| their liberties which was apprehended? He was ſure that it, 
was calculated to obſtruct no meeting which either ought to 
be held, or which it was honeſt to hold. It could only mean 


then to prevent thoſe meetings in which the true object 
kulks behind the pretext of a lawful deſign, and where ar 


which. it was levelled, and that the grand pur 
poſe would be atchieved by it, that of Hale a timely checx 
theſe clubs and focie- 

ties. With regard to the principle of the firft part, the Bill 
ja the right to meet for the purpoſe of petition= 


— 
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bad intention was veiled by a plauſible. diſguiſe, It was to be 
obſerved alſo, that the meetings the Bill was framed to + dif. 
courage were thoſe chiefly where vaſt crowds were affembled, 
and where neceſſarily moſt miſchief and diſturbance of the 

public peace were likely to be generated. Even this practice 

Was to be prohibited by exifting laws, by which tumultuous. 

_ petitions were prohibited, and the number of fignatures to be 

_ affixed to any one petition not only greatly limited, but the 

object of it was required to be approved by three juſtices, or 
the grand jury. If meetings were held in defiance of the 

_ enactment of the preſent Bill, the aſſembly would be un- 

lawful, and might be diſperſed by the magiſtrate in like mane 
ner as he was at prefent entitled to Gere a mob under the 
riot act. The notice required the ſubjeR to be treated as he 
mentioned, and in order to prevent dectructive views from 
being purſued under ſpecious pretexts, the magiſtrate was 
empowered to judge of the purpoſe evidently aimed at, and 
authorized to put an end to the meeting, if his diſcretion 

- ſuggeſted the neceſſity of ſuch an exerciſe of authority. This 

Was 2 meaſure which regard for the public peace rendered 
fit to be adopted, where it was threatened by ſuch extrava- 
gant- attempts as theſe meetings had encouraged, and the 
flagrant abuſes of them, which had been committed. England 
was, he ſaid, the only country in the world where meetings for 

4 a a ſimilar purpoſe were allowed without the attendance of a 
'Y _ magiſtrate. Ihe moſt free ſtates that had exiſted; the 
Roman republic itſelf, in the zenith of its liberty and fame, 
had never permitted the people to aſſemble but in a regular 
body, formally collected and under the controul of a magiſtrate, 
1 Theſe proviſions of the Bill, Sir John ſaid, were all of them con- 
u ſiſtent with the ſpirit of our laws, and the practice of our govern- 
I ments. To thoſe who would exerciſe it with diſcretion and | 
virtue, they were calculated to preſerve the enjoyment of a | 
right by guarding ee the abuſe of it. The latter pro- 
viſions were equally fitted to repreſs thoſe lectures, and other 
kind of political diſcuſſions, which it was intended to pre- 
vent. FR tes | 


* 
c RE 


| 
{ 
Political ſubjects, he ſaid; might be diſcuſied under the idea g 
of an exiſting grievance, which the ſufferers wiſhed to have q 
redreſſed, and the Bill was not introduced to prohibit fuch a 1 
mode of conſidering them. That was a right peculiar to - 
Engliſhmen, a right too ſacred to be diſturbed on any pre- 4 
tence whatever. Should this privilege be extended to pro- | * 
tect thoſe oratorial difplays of grievances heightened with 2 
miſrepreſentation and falſehood, to which mankind were ay : 

| e FOE tur 
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5 turally induced always too implicitly to liſten, and eſpecially 
vhen ſuch diſcuſſions, ſupported as they were by uncandid and 


untrue pictures of affairs, were meant to prove a ſource of pe- 
cuniary benefit to the perſons by whom they were promoted, 


the Bill interpoſed a ſalutary preventive, One of the prin- 
ciples from whica much of the anarchy which had deſolated 
France reſulted, was that, Mr. Solicitor ſaid, by which it 


was held that every public functionary ſhould be paid for 


his ſervices, by the public. The Britiſh conſtitution had long 


abandoned this principle, and had rendered all ſuch offices 
rratuitous, and provided that they ſhould be performed from 
Jiſintereſted views. The principle, to which he alluded, had 
filled France with the agents of the Jacobin club, who found 
their private advantage linked with the fervor of their zeal in 
the propagation of the doctrines of their maſters. The error 
of adopting ſuch an idea, the experience of a ſhort period, 
marked with calamity, bloodſhed, and horror, had ſuffici- 
_ ently manifeſted, and had been lately renounced in France. 
The municipal offices were to be diſcharged gratuitouſly. 
It was impoſſible, therefore, not to perceive the impropriety 
of. permitting or countenancing diſcuſſions, in which indi- 
viduals feeling themfelves intereſted will be diſpoſed to ad- 
vance the moſt dangerous and ſeditious artifices. 
What had already been ſaid and anſwered in the moſt ſa- 
tisfactory manner might be again urged. What is the ne- 
ceſſity at the preſent time for adopting ſuch meaſures? The 
anſwer was clear, ſimple, and obvious; the notoriety of the 
daring proceedings of ſeditious meetings. There was no 
gentleman oppoſite who had not heard of ſuch aſſemblies, and 
the flagitious deſigns they not only entertained but publicly 
_ profeſſed. The diſcuſſion of pretended, or even real griev= 
ances, and even the right of petitioning itfelf, had been em- 
ployed as a medium to excite ſedition and provoke diſcontent, 
The Report of the Committee of Secrecy, and the evidence 
adduced on the ſubſequent trials, contained variety of cor- 


reſpondence, from which it appeared that, while the intention 
to petition was aſſumed as the oſtenſible object, no ſuch de- 


ſign ſeriouſly exiſted, and that very different plans were agi- 
tated, An Honourable Baronet (Sir W. Milner) whom be 
did dot ſee in his place, had mentioned on a former day the 


caſe of Vork, alias Redhead. In that caſe it was proved that 


a meeting had been held at Sheffield for the profeſſed purpoſe 
of petitioning, which, however it appeared, was only intended 


to furniſh an opportunity of criminal and ſeditious diſcourſe, 


a petition was, indeed, moved, but it was ſo contrived, that 


that 
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the meaſure ſhould be received with marks of contempt, and 
difapprobation, and it was accordingly negatived. York there 
held that ſeditious and criminal ditcourſe— here the Solicitor 
General was reminded by Mr. Eyſtine, acroſs the table, that 
the caſe of Vork was not yet concluded, judgment not hay- 
ing been paſſed. ] The Solicitor General thought that though 
xt might be improper to make any obſervations on a caſe in 
which judgment ſtill depended, he was entitled to call that 
diſcourſe ſeditious, becauſe the jury had found it ſo to be, 
In what manner then was this Bil to apply to meetings ac- 
tuated by ſimilar diſpoſitions ? It would not prevent the ſober 
diſcuſſion of a real petition, but it would prevent the intro- 
duction of diſcourſes, and guard againſt the perverſton of 
meetings which were likely to lead to ſuch purpoſes as thoſe 
to which he had referred. The magiſtrates on perceiving 
their real views, or gs ſuch diſcuſſion as betrayed their 
object, would inſtantly diſperſe them, while the magiſtrate 
himſelf was better protected in the execution of his duty by 
the authority which it allowed him to'exerciſe, and the force 
againſt reſiſtance with which he was inveſted.  _ he 
The recent inſtance of the Weſtminſter meeting had been 
adduced to ſhew that great bodies of people might aſſemble 
in the exerciſe of a conſtitutional right, and conduct them- 
felves with ſuitable propriety and order. Without adverting 
q particularly to the inſtance, he would aſk, whether ſuch a 
= * meeting might not have taken place even had this Bill been 
 paſſedinto a law? Would not ſuch a number of houſeholders 
dave come forward to give notice of the meeting as would 
have rendered it conſiſtent with the law, and the ſame con- 
cluſion have taken place, and the ſame good effects been ob- 
tained? How then could the Bill be repreſented as ſubverſive 
of the beſt privileges of the people of England, or as ſtabbing 
the principles of the conftitution?$x2 + 4708 
Perhaps it might be ſaid, that the inconſiderable number of | 
men to whom theſe ſeditious principles and defigns were al- 
eribed,. could not be ſo formidable as to ſanction ſuch a mea- 
ſure. Sir John declared, he felt the higheſt pleaſure in re- 
flecting that their numbers were comparatively inconſiderable; 
but inconſiderable as they were, they might nevertheleſs be 
capable of doing infinite miſchief. He obſerved that it had 
been laid down as a maxim, by the writers of their own ſen- 
timents, that all revolutions were effected by minorities. 
One-of the moſt diſtinguiſhed members of the Conftituent 
Aſſembly, (D*Andre) had remarked, that the active, per- 
' ſevering ſpitit of the few would always triumph over the 
EET | | _— peaceable 


| * | | DN | 
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peaceable and inactive diſpoſition of the more numerous claſs 
of the community. Conſidering the boldneſs which they 
manifeſted, the defire of magnifying their own number and 
importance, and their aſſumption of a formidable appearance, 
the ſmall number of people who compeſed theſe ſocieties, 
was no reaſon to ſhew that the Bill was leſs required by the 
occaſion. The inceſſant activity of their machinations and 
enterprizes, rendered it neceſſary for government to embrace 
ſtrong meaſures to oppoſe their progress. . 
Some of the gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide had ſaid, why 
adopt extraordinary meaſures ? Had not the government of for- 
mer times been protected by the exiſting laws? It was true that 
during periods of danger, the exiſtence of the conſtitution 
had been adequately defended by theſe laws, with this diffe- 
Tence, as was well obſerved by an Honourable Baronet 
_ (Sir Francis Baſſet), that the object of theſe men was the 
total deſtruction of the conſtitution; that of the friends of the 
Stuarts only the change of the ſovereign liberty, religion, 
and property, if the preſent objects of the ſocieties were at- 
tained, were to be overthrown. Repreſentative government 
ũs the demand of the Correſponding Society, as was” proved 
on the ſtate trials. To theſe principles and their conſe- 
quences they ſtill adhere, In France it had been found im- 
poſſible to maintain a government on the principle of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage. The conſtitution of 1791, in recogniſing 
that doctrine, ſealed the doom of the monarchy, and the fate 
of the king became inevitable. Does not the preſent period 
then, Sir Jenn aſked, particularly call on the houſe to adopt 
meaſures to prevent their introduction and propagation in this 
country, the conſequence of which would be anarchy, con- 
fuſion, and bloodſhed——te overthrow of every ſacred eſta- 
5 Memos, and the outrage of every human, and moral 
lee ie ERIE abs WE 
15208 Bod been ſaid, that the exiſting laws were ſufficient, and 
it has been aſked, why had not proſecutions been inſtituted 
againſt the authors of the crimes complained of? Proſe- 
cutions had, in ſome caſes, taken place, but it was a matter 
of infinite difficulty to obtain that evidence which was neceſ- 
gary to conviction. The number of offences made proſe- 
cutions of all the offenders almoſt impoſſible, and even upon 
the exiſting laws, proſecutions would have. occaſioned great 
public expence. The exiſting laws were undeniably defec- 
tive, as they did not reach the ſocieties from which the evil 
arig.nated, It was therefore the policy and the intention of 
the preſent Bill at once to provide againſt the deficieney of 
Vor. I. 1799. . the 
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the laws, by other means than puniſhment, and by prevent. 


ing the meetings to anticipate ail the miſchief they occaſion, 
Under theſe impreſſions he would ſupport the ſecond reading 

of the Bill. e 5 N 
The queſtion being put. 


Mr. Erſkine ſaid, he found it extremely difficult to recon- 

cile what he had heard from the Honourable and learned gen- 
tleman who had juſt fat down, with what he had heard from 
_ gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide of the hoſe, on the. night 
Vhen the houſe granted leave to bring in the Bill. It was not 


his intention to treſpaſs on the rules of the houſe by referring 
in any particular manner, to ſpeeches that had been de'ivered 


in former debates upon this meaſure 3 but when leave had 


been aſked to bring in the Bill, an honourable Gentleman, 
he underſtood, had ſaid, that the criminal law of the land was 


amply ſufficient for theſe two purpoſes; the ſecurity of the 
government, and the comfort of the people, but that a. par- 
ticular conjuncture of affairs had arifen, which made it at 


this time neceſſary to enact the preſent law. The Honour- 


able and learned Gentleman, however, had that day taken a 
different courſe ; he had aſſerted, that the preſent Act was 
ſtrictly conſonant to the principles of the conſtitution ; an act 
never thought of in the reign of Charles the Second, after 
the horrors and confuſion of the former reign; an act never 


dreamt of in the reign of King William, when the govern- 


ment was newly eſtabliſhed, during a diſputed ſucceſſion, | 


or in the two rebellions that raged in the ſubſequent reigns 3 
an act which even the prefent miniſtry never thought of 
paſſing, when they ſuſpended that grand palladium of Engliſh 


liberty, the Habeas Corpus Act; nor when they had the re- 
ports of committees, ſtating the exiſtence of treaſonable plots, 
upon their table. Upon what grounds had the learned Solici- 


tor General defended the neceſſity of paſting the prefent Bill! 
Upon any freſh treafon'that exiſted ? Upon any new plyts ? 
No. Inſtead of adducing new evidence, inſtead of going 
over the new conſpiracies, that were ſuppoſed to be hatching, 


the learned gentleman had trodden again the dull track that 
he had trodden fo often before, and had travelled back again 
'to the meeting that had been held near Sheffield, in which 


Mr. Yorke, it had been aſſerted, made a ſpeech highly ſe- 


ditious. Upon that aſſertion he was glad to find that the 
learned gentleman had taken a hint from him, and had de- 
ſiſted from purſuing a ſubject, the impropriety of which, in 
the preſent circumſtance of Mr. Yorke, being about to fe- 


ceive 


ceive the judgment of the | Court of Kin o's Ben ch, 1 uſt 
be fully convinced. 


king and parliament, and that he conſidered that right not to be 


ſition, he would maintain, poſitively and diſtinctly, that the Bill 
did abſolutely deſtroy the right of the ſubject to petition. It 
was a maxim of law when any thing was prohibited by law, the 


hibited : on the contrary, when the law permitted a thing to 


be examined. In the firſt, part of the, 


he ſaid, made up of balanced, mixed, and oppoſing powers; 


againſt arbitrary meaſures, will be rendered nugatory by this 


the will of the crown, (ſuch as ſheri 


repreſent, majeſty, will therefore never permit the people to 
meet for the purpoſe of petitioning againſt a meaſure of high 
prerogative, or in any caſe where the king may be ſuppoſed 
not to conſult the happineſs of his people. Will any man 
pretend that this 1s not a flagrant invaſion of the peoples? pri- 
vilege, and abſolutely deſtructive of the very exiſtence of the 
conſtitution, compoled of mixed and ſeparate parts? a direct 
and groſs violation of the Bill of Rights, on the maintenance 
of which his majeſty holds his title to the crown? "Thoſe, 
therefore, who adviſe his majeſty to the meaſure, bring his 
title into queſtion ; and adviſe him to a breach of his corona- 


right of the people to petition. Did the Honourable and 
learned Gentleman, he would aſk, find in the Bill of Rights, 
that the right of aſſembling and petitioning had been a right 
claimed with ſuch firmneſs, and contended for with ſo much 


bo 
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The learned gentleman out of his bounty had been pleaſed | 
to. ſay, that he allowed the right of the ſubject to. petition the 


taken away by the preſent Bill; not only not to be taken away, 
but even to be rendered ſafer by it. In contradiction to this po- 


means by which ſuch, thing might be done were alſo. pro- 


be done, it alſo permitted all the means. by which ſuch thing” 

might be done. This was one of the cleareſt maxims of 
law, and by this maxim he deſired that i preſent Bill might 
he Bill an exception was 

contained, which, it had been contended, was ſufficient to 
preſerve the freedom of the country; it excepted meetings 
called by lord lieutenants, ſheriffs, and juſtices of peace in 

their particular diſtricts. The conſtitution. of England was, 


the prerogatives of the crown and the right of the people were 
equally poiſed, conſequently, the right of petitioning, perhaps 


Bill. According to its enactments, no ſubje&t - was to 
be diſcuſſed, which the magiſtrates did not approve; thus, 
thoſe magiſtrates who are appointed by, and removeable at, 
| erifts, &c.) are to be the + 
judges of the nature of their petitions. The magiſtrates who 


tion oath, by thus deſtroying the unqualified and undeniable 
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_ glorious ſtruggle, as a right to be exerciſed with the permiſ- 
ſion of magiſtrates or even of the king himſelf? But the 
principles of the conſtitution and the Fi of Rights, were 
all forgotten; the principle of alarm ſeemed to juſtify every 
violation of the liberties of the people, and to afford a ſuf. 

_ ficient pretence of laying waſte all the wiſdom of our an- 

Ceſtors. . | WIRE pe 5 

An Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that there was no 
country in Europe where meetings were allowed to be held 
without the interpolition of the magiſtrate ; no, not in ancient 
Rome: for his part, he did not wiſh to look abroad for go- 
vernments; he wiſhed only to ſupport the Britiſh conſtitution 
ſacred and inviolable, as he found it delivered into his hands, 

and as it ſtood at the Revolution. He was to do his duty as 
a member of the Britiſh Parliament: he was not then to con- 
ſider what government was beſt z he wiſhed to ſupport that 
which was already eſtabliſhed, and which had ſtood the teſt 
of ages. It was one thing to make a government, it was 
another to rob the people of their rights ; which, if govern- 
ment dared attempt, the people would be juſtified in reſiſting 
ſuch glaring oppreſſion. He would fay, again and again, 
that it was the right of the people to reli that government 
which exerciſed tyranny. k had been faid, that bold lan- 
guage was held at pubhc meetings ; it was certainly bold to 
ſay, that the people had a right to reſiſt, and that they ought 
ts riſe; but there were ſome occaſions which rendered the 
boldeft language warrantable. EO: . 

In his attempt to prove the ſeditious views of the ſocieties, 
the learned Solicitor General had neither cited any of the 
ſpeeches that had been delivered at Copenhagen houſe, nor 

had he even brought down his own Old Bailey ſpeech; but 
the people were diſcontented, and would not be quiet. Upon 
this ſubject he would read the opinion of a man of the higheſt 
abilities and authority; a man whoſe talents and whoſe elo- 
quence were of that fuperior kind, that every thing that 
came from him, came with a weight that rendered it almoſt | 
irreſiſtible 3 he meant the late Earl of Chatham. In the year 
1770, when a motion was made by the Marquis of Rock- 
| Ingham, relative to the diſcontents that had broken out, 
N which diſcontents he imputed not to any conſpiracy of the 
people againſt the government, but to a conſpiracy of the 
government againſt the people; that great man, Lord Chat- 
bam, had ,,, | | {ok 
3 If we mean ſeriouſſy to unite the nation within itſelf, we muſt convince | 
chem, that their complaints are regarded, and that their grievances yn | 
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1+4-4,, On that foundation I would take the lead in recommending peace ant 
enn to the people. On any other, I would never wiſh to ſee them united 
1241 if the breach in the conſtitution be effectually repaired, the people will of 

cheraſelyes return to a ſtate of tranquillity. If not=mAay DIBCORD PREVAIL 
I know to what point this doctrine and this language will appear 
_ Crefted but f feel the principles of an Engliſhman, and I utter them without 
-pprohenfion or reſerve. The criſis is indeed alarming—ſo much the more docs 
i ure a prudent relaxation on the part of government. If the King's ſervants 
vill not permit a conſtitutional queſtion to be decided on, according to the foxms,. 
2 on the prir.ciples of the conſtitution, it muſt then be decided in ſome other 


manper; and; rather than it ſhould be given up, rather than the nation ſhould 


ſy-re:Jer their birth- right to a deſpotic miniſter, I hope, my Lords, old as I am, 
« ] hall ſee the queſtion brought to iſſue, and FAIRLY TRIED BETWEEN THE 
© PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT!” | | | 
With the ſanction of the ſentiments of the venerable and i!- 
luſtrious Earl of Chatham, he would maintain that the peo- 


ple of England ſhould defend their rights, if neceſſary, by 


the laſt extremity to which freemen could reſort. For my 
own part, ſaid Mr. Erſkine, I ſhall never ceaſe to ſtruggle in 
ſupport of liberty. In no fituation will I deſert the cauſe. 
] was born a free man and by God I ſhall never die a flave. 
That the queſtion ſhould be decided. by ſuch a conteſt, he 
declared he did not wiſh : never would he do or ſay any thing 
that did not tend to avert the horrors of a revolution; a ca- 
lamity which the ſupporters of the Bill affected to fear, though 
that Bill was the moſt likely method to produce it, | 
In the whole of the late proceedings and events, one of the 
moſt fatal things had been, that the higher orders of the people 
ſeparated themſelves too much from the lower orders. This 
had been one of the cauſes of the revolution in France. 
Under their arbitrary monarchs there were literally but two 
claſſes of the people; a pampered, profligate, proud nobility, 
and a low, miſerable, and abject rabble; no intermediate claſs, 
no knowledge, no virtue. It was to this that all the horrors 
and calamities that followed the French revolution, were to be 


attributed. To look back to the wretched ſtate of the French 


people, divided only into the two claſſes that he had deſcribed, 
it would be ſeen, that man, by degrees, feeling the dignity of 
his nature, rouſed at conſtant diſgrace and perſecution, ſhook 
off the trammels of deſpotiſm, and aflerted his rights. The 
people drew a parallel, which, when he conttdered their 
enlightened minds, appeared to him to be aſtoniſhing ; they 
drew a parallel between the fate of France and this country. 


à pro- 
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tance had an unreformed church, and an unreformed ſtate; 
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a profligate deſpotiſm, and the moſt profound ſuperſtition, 
There were no gentle gradations of rank; and the goyern- 
ment roſe not, as had been ſaid, by a celebrated writer of 
the Engliſh government, from a broad baſe to a point. 
Where was the parallel between ſuch a country and ſuch a 

verniment, and the country and conititution of England? 

by did miniſters not come forward with this meaſure 
when France was diſtracted by that anarchy, from which all 
the principles ſo prejudicial to this country had ariſen? When 
they came forward with triumphant deſcriptions of the im- 


provement of the French conſtitution, inſtead of availing 


themſelves of that opportunity of failing into the harbour of 
peace, and putting an end to the miſeries of a moſt diſaſtrous 
war, inftead of recommending the conſtitution to the love of 
the people, by an experience of its practical bleſſings, inſtead 
of the higher ranks endeavouring by the tenderneſs of their 


behaviour, to draw the lower orders back to content and to 
happineſs, a Bill was brought forward which outraged every 


principle of freedom, and overthrew the very foundation of the 
conſtitution ? Let any lawyer ſhew that this Bill was conſonant 


to the principles of the conſtitution ? He defied the whole pro- 
feſſion to prove it. The conſtitution was abrogated, and 


annulled by it. 


The Bill would not allow the people to meet 
without advertiiing their intention, and ſurely this was a very 
extraordinary circumſtance. Ine people are the proper 
judges of the grievances under which they labour. They 
may think the meaſures of adminiſtration a grievance, yet the 
magiſtrate is to be the judge of the nature of the complaint, 
however reſpectful and inoffenſive, and may even pronounce 
a requiſition which cenſured the ruinous meaſures of a miniſ- 


ter, or propoſed a reformation of abuſes, a crime againſt the 


_. Qur anceſtors were content to wait till ſome overt act ap- 


_ peared, which was the ſubject of puniſhment. But, under this 


Bill, the determination of a magiſtrate is to interfere between 


the people and the aſſertion of their rights and the complaint 


of their grievances. Depend upon it, ſaid Mr, Erſkine, the 


people of England, unleſs they are loft to all ſenſe of freedom, 
and of national honour, will not, and 9vght not to. ſubmit. 


Ile ſtated the power which the law beſtowed upon magiſ- 
trates, of arbitrarily judging of the intention of the people; 


and even left he himſelf might be reſponſible for the conſe- 


the neceſlity a virtuous magiſtrate 


quences of any meeting, mi 


might be under of diſperſing a meeting of the beſt men with 
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the pureſt views. He likewiſe ftated various abſurdities which 
reſulted from the authority beſtowed by the Bill on magiſtrates. 
He would ſuppoſe that at ſuch a meeting as had been con- 
vened, in the manner aliuded to, he ſpoke with ſeverity of 
the evils that exiſted, and with firmneſs of the grievances un- 
der which the people laboured; he would ſuppoſe that he ſaid, 
what the miniſter himſelf once faid, viz. that as long as the 
Parliament remained unreformed, no wiſe and virtuous admi- 
niſtration could exiſt : he would ſuppoſe that he did this, could 
the magiſtrate diſperſe the meeting? He affirmed that he 
might diſperſe it, and could not be puniſhed. | 


One of the clauſes of the Bill ſtated, that © in caſe ſuch 


meeting ſhall, by reaſon of any ſpecial circumftances, become 


dangerous to the public peace, in the judgment of two or 
more juſtices of the peace, &c. Here was a diſcretion 


given to the magiſtrates of the moſt. 2 kind. Where, 
he begged to know, did the Solicitor G 
dent of ſo broad a diſcretion given before to magiſtrates? 


A diſcretion too for which they could not be puniſhed; be- 


cauſe, when the law placed any thing in the diſcretion of a 
maziſtrate, it could not puniſh him for any miſtake which he 
might commit in the exerciſe of that diſcretion? If it was 
the intention of the miniſter to prevent the people from meet- 
ing, for the purpoſe of propoſing any alteration in church or 
ſtate, or of exerciſing diſlike to the King's perſon and go- 
vernment, there was no neceſſity for the preſent Bill; and the 
proviſions inſerted in it, for the purpoſe of producing ſuch an 


effect, ought to be blotted out. The fact was, that they were 
determined to give the magiſtrates the power of diſperſing 
public meetings. He would, he faid, proceed to ſhew the 


groſs and abominable abſurdity of this part of the Bill. 

- Suppoſe thirty or forty. of the moſt reſpectable magiſtrates 
in the country; ſuppoſe even that the twelve judges of 
England were to join in propoſing a meeting; two hired, 
hungry, jobbing juſtices might diſperſe them all. Could a 


criminal information be filed againit ſuch magiſtrates for ſo 


doing? The Court of King's Bench had determined a caſe 
that very morning, that might be applied in the preſent in- 


fance, and which was ſufficient to eſtabliſh the legal prin- 


ciple of the clauſe in queſtion. A law had been paſſed in the 
reign of James the Firſt, authoriſing the magiſtrates to ſearch 


for a particular kind of leather. Upon this law a ſearch had 


been ordered by a magiſtrate, a ſeizure had been made; and, 


upon examination, the perſon from whom the leather had been 


ſeiaed had been acquitted : a queſtion aroſe, whether an action 
8 | „ would 
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would Jay againſt the magiſtrate for having ordered ſuf 2 
ſeizure ? It had been decided in the atfirmative, becauſe the par- 
ticular Jaw gave no diſcretion to the magiſtrate. It dyuld be 
much more manly, much more conſiſtent with truth and 
| Candour, to come forward and tell the people of England 
that they were not any longer to preſume to arrogate or to 
enjoy ſuch privileges, than to inſult their underſtandings by 
telling them they retain that liberty of which they feel them- 
felves deprived. He would aſk how they could petition for 
the redreſs of grievance without communication. He had in 
his hands an addreſs to the jury at the Old Bailey, which would 
| ſhew that no conſpiracy had exiſted, and that the opinion of 
the judge bad not been as repreſented. The Chief Juſtice 
„ All men may, nay, all men muſh, if they poſſeſs the faculty of thinking, 
reaſon upon every thing which ſufficiently intereſts them to become objects of their 
attention; and, among the objects of the attention of free men, the principles of 
government, the conſtitution of particular governments, and, above all, the con- 


ſtitution of the government under which they live, will naturally engage attention 
and proyoke ſpeculation. The power of communication of thoughts and opinions is 
the gift of God, and the freedom of it is the ſource of all ſcicnce, the firſt fruits 
aud the ultimate happineſs of ſociety; and therefore it ſeems to follow, that human 
' laws ought not to interpoſe, nay, cannot interpoſe, to prevent the communication 
of ſentiments and opinions in voluntary aſſemblies of meg.” | 


From this it was evident that the judge conſidered volun- 
tarily communication as not only lawful but as a right which 
og we dE | or a ws todit hy pak 

He next commented upon the contents of the preamble to 
the Bill, and contended, that the moſt abominable and ty- 
rannous act had always been paſſed under the pretence of 
making the ſubjects happineſs the. ground for the meaſure. 
Other matters were alſo to be contidered in the proviſions 
of the act: it was in the power of any one man, by going 
to a meeting, and ſpeaking a few ſeditious words, whether ap- 
poſite to the ſubject or not, to afford a warrantable rea:on for 
a juſtice'to diſſolve the meeting; any man whatſoever, though 
he be not one who ſigned the notice, or who called the mect- 
ing; any ſpy, (and magiſtrates had their ſpies) with nalf-a- 

crown in his pocket might go, and, by uttering ſeditious ex- 
preſſions, afford his paymaſter the power of putting an end to 2 
all diſcuſſion, and to the meeting. He ſaid he conſide red the 
law of the land as fully adequate to all the purpoſes of good 
government, without the introduction of the preſent meaſure. | 
ln any public mecting, when a breach of the peace was 24 | 


” giving a vital ſtab to the conſtitution ? | 


little effect, and under that pretence, licenſing 
Erſkine ſaid, were to be introduced. All laws, in all 


2 Vor. I, 1795. 
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mitted, a magiſtrate, by the exiſting law, was entitled to in- 


terfere; and in his ſupport, and was authoriſed to raiſe the 


poſſe comitatus, if neceſſary: and alſo by the riot act, he had 


| likewiſe the power of diſperſing tumultuous aſſemblies: 


where then was the neceſlity for introducing a new law, and 


The Solicitor General had obſerved, that proſecutions had 
acts Mr. 


overnments,, even the moſt deſpotic, in their preamble, pre- 
tend to be dictated for the good of the people; and however 


te Bill and its ſupporters might aſſume that pretence, it was 


to be judged by its natural tendency, Was it conſonant with 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution, that men met for the beſt of pur- 
poſes, ſhould be diſperſed, if a miniſterial ſpy thought proper 
to propound ſome point which appeared exceptionable to the 


_ magiſtrate? Let gentlemen conſider what the preſent laws 
were by which the conſtitution was defended. 


If it required 
new ſanctions, he would willingly join in framing them; he 
would however adapt his remedies to the diſcontents and diſ- 


_ affeQtion of the people upon principles ſuited to the nature of 


a free ſtare, and of the nature of our own conſtitution. Mr. 
Burke, whoſe talents he reverenced, and who had diſplayed 


his wonderfull powers for years, in oppoſition: to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, by a moſt unfortunate coincidence of 


opinion, had of late recommended himſelf to his favour; that 
great man when ſpeaking of the American war with all thoſe 
graces of oratory which would carry down his fame to poſ- 
terity with that of the faireſt productions of Grecian and Ro- 


man eloquence, had expreſſed himſelf in terms peculiarly ap- 
plicable to the preſent time. His words were theſe: | 


It is not very difficutt for well formed minds to abandon their intereſt; but the 
ſeparation of fame and virtue is an harſh divorce. Liberty is in danger of being 
rade unpopular to Engliſhmen. Contending for an imaginary power, we hegin to | 
acquire the ſpirit of domination, and to oſe the reliſh of boneſt equality. The 
principles of our forefathers become ſuſpected to us, becauſe we ſoe them animat- 
ing the preſent oppoſition of our children. The faults which grow out of the 
luxuriance of freedom, appear much more ſhocking ta us, than the baſe wices which 
are generated from the 'rankneſs of ſervitude. Accordingly the leaft refiftance to 
Puver appears more inexcuſab'e in our eyes, than the greateſt abuſes of autherity. 
Al dread of a flanding military force is looked upon as a ſuperſlitious panic. All 
ſhame of calling in foreigners and ſavages in a civil conteſt is worn off, We grow 
indifferent to the conſequences inevitable to ourſelves, from the plan of ruling 
half the empire by a mercenary ſword. We are taught to believe that a-defire of 

| | Ro 6 domineecing . 


— 
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domineering over our countrymen. is love to our country; and thoſe who hats 
civil war abet rebellion; and that the amiable and conciliatory virtues of lenity, 
moderation, and tenderneſs to the privileges of thoſe who depend on this kingdom, 
are a ſort of treaſon to the tate,” ee. | „ Wy. 
This was not a pompous diſplay of theoretical obſervations, 
but a ſeries of wiſe and political refleftions, meant to have a 
real and practical conſequence. - _ * = 
Gentlemen,“ exclaimed Mr. Erſkine, „ will ſee by this, 
that the word Equality is not a word of new. coinage, and in- 
troduced into the dictionary only three years ago, butt a word 
of long and ancient uſage, and ſtamped with the ſanction of 
ſuch an authority as that of Mr. Burke. In my opinion, the 
higher ranks do ill in thus ſeceding from the lower. If the 
latter have ſwerved from their duty, would it not be better for 
the former to rally them round the principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, and lead them back to their duty, than thus to make, as 
it were, a ſeparate cauſe againſt them? Let thoſe higher ranks 
recollect what muſt be the certain conſequence of any conteſt 
between them and the lower ranks. Such a conteſt, I am 
{ure, I deprecate fincerely; and it is becauſe I ſincerely de. 
precate ir, that I thus with the higher ranks to take it into 
their moſt ſerious contemplation, What diſtraction has ſeized 
the houſe, You have ſaid, that from the convulſed ſtate of 


France 2 expect better terms of peace. Will ſhe not act 
a 


in the ſame manner with you? If you give her reaſon to ſup- 
_ poſe that you are convulſed, will ſhe not expect better terms 
of peace from you on account of ſuch Eonvulſions? Good 
God] beeauſe a prince, whoſe morals make him dear to every 
man in the nation, was going down to his parliament during 4 
war that has ſnatched the bread from the mouths of the poor; 
becauſe, in the crowd that ſurrounds him, there is one man, 
miſereant enough to offer an outrage to that prince; becauſe, 
I fay, the outrage committed by that one man, and which I 
affirm is puniſhable by the ſtatute of Edward III. is to be 
Charged againft the whole people of England, and we are to 
be deprived of our molt valuable rights and privileges. As 
there is always a diſpoſition to exaggerate events, the French 
will be induced, by our proceedings, to form an idea that a 
with to change the government of the country, and to intro- 
duce ſuch a conſtitution as that of France actually exiſts in 
England, and they will make you ſpend twenty millions more 
in the proſecution of the war. ! „ 
Mr. Erſkme entered into a legal argument, to prove 
that the offences xecapitulated in the preſent Bill could be 
| | | 5 puniſhed 


Ne 1] WOODFALEs PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 323 


puniſhed by the exiſting. laws, and that thoſe laws were amply 


fone, 7c 4:5 i 1 
The 13th of Charles II. was admitted to be the precedent 


ol the Bill, but it muſt not go the ſame length. Under that 


act 100000 perſons might aſſemble, and ſign any petition to 
the King or the Parliament voluntarily; but the act prevented 
perſons from hawking about petitions to perſons to ſign, 
who might not know that any grievances exiſted. It alſo pro- 
vided, that not more than ten perſons ſhould preſent any peti- 
tion to the king. It only authoriſed magiſtrates to interfere 
vuvrhen an overt act of tumult took place; or to require ſecurity 
if danger to the peace was apprehended ; but it never prohi- 
bited à meeting to be held; it did not forbid voluntary com- 
munication, but prohibited tumultuous petitioning: this Bill 
prohibits petitioning upon grievances which actually exiſt, 
An unreformed parliament had been alluded to. The language 
of the miniſter once had been, That we had loſt America 
hy the corruption of an unreformed parliament; and that we 
ſhould, never have a wife and honourable adminiftration, nor 


be freed from the evils of unneceſſary war, nor the fatal effects 


of the funding ſyſtem, till a radical reform was obtained.“ 
The Right honourable Gentleman had in that prediction 
ſhewn his prophetic power; for, to fuch a parliament was 
_ owing that deteſtable, ruinous, and deſtructive war into which 
the honourable Gentleman had plunged the country. The 
Right honourable Gentleman would, however, brand with 


the imputation of ſedition all who employed the ſame language 
that he himſelf once had held, or who expreſſed their diſcontent 
at the fatal meaſures of his adminiſtration. "That the focieties 


ſnould complain of this evil, was ſurely not to be wondered at. 
Though they had complained, he would aſk had they raiſed 
the ſtandard againſt the conftitution of the country? In 
arguing this queſtion, he defired not to be anſwered by old 
muſty records that had been produced on the trials, by 
that maſs of matter which ſo wearied the patience of 


every man who was prefent when it was produced, wy | 
Je 


thoſe letters which had been read upon every ſubject. 
defired not to be anſwered by ſuch documents; becaufe he con- 
tended that, in the trials that had occurred, the iſſue that had 


been joined was, whether the real object of the ſocieties wass 


a reform in parliament, or whether that was only a pretence 
to cover traiterous deſigns againſt the conftitution ? The 
Chief Juſtice Eyre had alluded to this iſſue in his charge to 
the grand jury, when he had ſaid, “ If there be ground to 
conſider that the reform of parliament had been a mere co- 
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lour or pretext laid hold of as a deſign againſt the government 
of the country, in that caſe he had already ſtated what his 
opinion was upon that ſubject ; and the only queſtion in ſuch 

event would be, Whether or not the matter of fact could be 
proved?” The Chief Juſtice had further faid, that © if theſe 
aſſociations meant nothing more than a redreſs of grievances, 
and to have nothing elle in view, then of courſe no charge could 
be made againſt them.” The iſſue, therefore, was, whether 
the real object of the ſocieties was a reform in parliament, 
or a deſign to deſtroy the conſtitution? The indictment 
againſt the priſoners expreſsly charged chem with holding a 
convention with a view to depoſe the King, and to deſtroy 
the conſtitution.” The jury by acquitting them had decided 
that no ſuch deſign to deſtroy the corftitution exiſted. Their 
verdict was not given from a difagreement with the judge on 
the point of law, but they had founded it on the principle of 
the fact, that had been alledged, not having been proved. 
le had ſaid, ſecondly, that the exiſting laws were ſufficient 
for the puniſhment of the offences recapitulated in the preſent 
Bill, becaule, if perſons aſſembled for any unlawful purpoſes, 
thoſe aſſemblies were unlawful aſſemblies, and ;might be 
puniſhed as ſuch. If there were tumultuous proceedings, the 
magiſtrates, under the ftatute of Henry IV. (which Lord 
Mansfield, in the caſe of Lord George Gordon, held to be 
Mill in force), might take ſureties from perſons guilty of ſuch 
proceedings, and might afſemble the e comitatus to diſ- 
perſe ſuch tumultuous meetings. He therefore contended, 
that no man could be guilty of any of the overt acts that had 
been mentioned, without being affected by the laws as they 
naw eitel. 8 3 
There was, laſtly, the Riot Act, the proviſions of which 
were fully ſufficient for the diſperſing of illegal meetings. 
By the laws as they now ſtood, it was neceſſary that a perſon 
ſhould be actually doing an unlawful act, in order to ſubject 
bim to puniſhment; in the caſe of the King againſt Boyce, 
it was held, that though the defendant had not b#en actually 
concerned in the pulling down of mills, yet, as he had taken part 
in the meeting of perſons ſo employed, waved his hat, and 
approved of the proceedings, he came within the meaning of 
the act, and was held to be guilty of felony. On the whole 
view of the ſubject therefore, Mr. Erſkine ſaid, he was 
clearly of opinion that the exiſting laws were amply ſuffi- 
cient ; that they did not require any extenſion, and that there 
was not the leaſt neceſſity for the preſent Bill. That Bill he 
felt to be a daring attack upon the principles of the conſtitu- 
tion: he felt and ſaw alſo, that miniſters, at a time when 2110 
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thing ſhould be done to reſtore harmony and peace to the 
country, were adopting meaſures that not only tended to 
produce ſuch an effect, but tended to ſwell the ſum of public 
- grievance, and to lay the foundation for freſh diſcontents in 
the minds of the people. ee „ 
Mr. Milbank ſaid, the riot act already authoriſed any 
magiſtrate, mayor, or ſheriff, to diſperſe any meeting 
compoſed of twelve perſons or more, ſuſpected of aſſembling 
for tumultuous purpoſes, and if thoſe perſons did not immedi- 
ately diſperſe, when ſo commanded, they were guilty of felony; 
he therefore ſhould oppoſe: the ſecond reading of the Bill. 
The Bill, he feared, might be made uſe of for bad and per- 
nicious purpoſes,” and ſuffer many an error to creep into the 
ſtate ; and upon theſe principles, convinced that there was al- 
ready a ftrong and ſatisfactory reſiſtance to every probable 
evil, of the nature adverted to in the Bill, by the law as it 
now ſtands. After a few words more, Mr, Milbank ſaid, he 
would not detain the Houſe any longer, but gave his public 
and decided negative to the queſtion. | 5 


Mr. Anftruther roſe to reply to ſeveral parts of his ho- 
nourable and learned friend's Speech, the whole of which 
he thought had been more laboured and in detail than was 
neceſſary in that ſtage of the Bill. He ſaid, his fincere wiſh 
was, that the Bill might meet with a full and ample diſcuſſion 

olf its merits; and that the Houſe, after adverting to the 
ciccumſtances.. of the preſent day, and the nature of the mea- 
ſure propoſed, ſhould fairly and temperately conſider and de- 

_ cide whether there exiſted a neceſſity of any interference on 
their part; and, if their did exiſt ſuch a neceſſity, whether the 
Bill in queſtion was the proper ſtep to be taken 
The honourable and learned gentlemen, who ſpe 

- but one (Mr. Erſkine) had attempted to trace the Bill up to 
a general ſyſtem of ſeparating the rich from the poor, as if 

the former were ſet up in battle array againſt the latter. T's 
this he muſt give the moſt direct and unequivocal contradic- 
diction ; on the contrary, he would aſſert, that there was af- 
fociations formed of all claſſes of people, for the ſuppreſſion of 
Jacobins and Jacobin principles; and that the wealthy and 
higher orders were, in conjunction with the lower, ſtanding 
forward equally in defence of the great maſs of the people, 

againſt the diſſemination and progreſs of miſchievous princi- 

ples which threatened to deſtroy all ranks, and bury them in 
one common ruin. The fame Gentleman had laid it alſo 

down as a fundamental propoſition, that the liberty of the ſub- 

jecct was taken away by the Bill: becauſe, when the mY be | 
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hibited any thing, it prohibited at the ſame time every man- 
ner of doing it; hence inferring the converſe of the propoſi- 


tion, that what it Y a: was permitted in every way; 


and therefore, in reſtraining the right of public meetings in 


. 


any way, the principle was to far violated. In anſwer to this 


Mr. Anſtruther ſaid, he muſt take the liberty of declaring 
that the learned gentleman was miſtaken; for though no- 
thing was clearer than that the law prohibited every manner 


of doing that which was forbidden, yet the inverſe of that 


ropoſition could never be maintained, that what it permitted 


it allowed to be done in every manner, In proof of which he 


referred the Houſe to the very Bill depending, where public 
meetings were permitted with certain formularies, but were 
forbidden without them, His Honourable and Learned Friend 
had, nevertheleſs, - contended, that a lawful act could never 
be done in an unlawful manner, and ſcemed to found his op- 
oſition to the Bill on that general argument, maintaining, 
hat it was an abridgment of the hitherto acknowledged li- 


berties of the country. R e ATTY; by | 
The major propoſition was not only invalid, but his ho- 
nourable and learned friend's minor was ſo likewiſe ; the 
country having never before ueen in a ſimilar predicament 
to the preſent, conſe quently, could not before require that 


adridgment. Suppoſtag for a moment that the Bill were an 
abridgment of the libe ties of the people, no precedent of the 
fame effect could be ſtated, becauſe no ſimilar cauſe could be 
inſtanced. His honourable and learned friend had alſo 


aid, that the Bill would take away all right of petition, be- 


cauſe two magiſtrates, in the exerciſe of the diſcretion in- 


veſted in them, might diſperſe the meeting previous to its 


deliberation or reſolutions, on trivial, capricious, and unfound- 


ed grounds, and yet was not liable to be called to account for 


ſo doing. The honourable and learned gentleman was 
here again miſtaken z becauſe, in this cafe; as in any other 
abuſe of power, magiſtrates would be ſubject to account and 
puniſhment, if they ſhould preſume to diſperſe any public 


meeting without fair, reaſonable, and good grounds. 


| | d friend had, Mr. Anſtruther 
obſerved, attempted to faſten a contradiction on his Honour- 
able and learned friend (the, Solicitor General) who main- 


His honourable and learned 


tained that the Bill was not only conſiſtent with the Lberty 


ff the people, but that it protected and preſerved that liberty. 


his he thought perfectly reconcilable, when fairly ſtated, 
inasmuch as the Bill left every uſeful and conſtitutional li- 


and 
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and abuſe of it. Much ſtreſs, he remarked, had been laid 
on the novelty of the meaſure, and it had been roundly aſſert- 

ed, that it was unknown to the conſtitution; he wiſhed to 
temind the Houſe, that new circumſtances muſt always — 

ul, 


nate new meaſures in every legiflature that was watchful 
and did it its duty; he denied that it was unknown in princi- 


ple, and aſſerted, that at all times the conſtitution con- 
tained a principle of exertion adequate to every emergency, 
and its own protection in pagticular. The general principle 
was to alkw as much liberty as was conſiſtent with its own 
ſecurity, and the real welfare of the ſubject; but the actual 


quantum had often fluctuated in the courfe of our hiſtory, 


as emergencies aroſe. The Satute of Treaſons, fo much re- 
lied on, the 25th of Edward III. expreſsly ſays, & that when 
new caſes ariſe, recourſe muſt be had to parliament;“ and in 
later times, particularly ſince the reign of Elizabeth, parlia- 
ment had interfered in caſes much more ſimitar than was 

generally imagined; they had enacted laws to condenin dan- 

gerous tenets, and annexed penalties. This was always done 
where powerful and active parties attempted to carry danger- 

ous opinions into practieal effect. It was to be recollected, 
that theſe laws were made ſolely from motives of political 
prudence, unconnected with moral guilt. What moral of- 
fence was it, for example, to deny the King's title to the 
crown, or to call him a heretic? Hiſtory had ſhewn, that 
theſe opinions were connected with very wide and deep- 
rooted practical conſequences, and therefore they were con- 

demned, forbidden, and made penal in the higheſt degree. 


The ſame prudent policy of our anceſters had gone further, 


and had looked to the connection of fuch tenets with the 
power and diſpoſition of foreign ſtates, and relaxed or 
ſtrengthened their meaſures accordingly. | 5 


In the reigns of Charles II. William III. and George I. | 


ſrequent inſtances of this interference were to be found. The 
meaſure was, therefore, in principle, directly warranted by 
precedent and experience. The ſeverity of the puniſhment 


had alſo been cited as objectionable; but in the caſes alluded | 


to, equal if not greater ſeverity was to be found. If there 
had not been preciſely ſuch a Bill, it was becauſe no ſuch pre- 
tile evil ever exiſted before; but through the whole current 

of hiſtory, we faw the Parliament at times meeting every new. 
evil with new laws, and by ſp doing our anceſtors had laid 
down the principle, and given us the example. In the reign 

of Edward VI. a more ſevere act was paſſed; and to it we. 
owe the preſervation of the reformed religion in our church; 


c * U 6—— 
— — = — 3 — 2 7 A 5 : 
. —— — —— 1 


— . . " 1 1 — K " 
25: * — n 7 A EOS 8 MED 2 — — r OS 
** 2 2 a ISS ITY. A IE rr q ET * A . yy oo og — * 2 TS 2 7h £5 oth * 5 =" 
r 22 x Eo rn r Far — FS — 1 N a gs F c — ” r 75, £; 4 
* n 4 2 ND CE Es SRO ** * X 1 8 1 of 8 5 rene n * $i VT Fo 4 ROD) on 1 + n * wy __ + 2 . 3 
RD 2 wa 1 we Ao re A. 3 nnn 8 7 1 A . . C RA L F MY 
wa 5 898 = 2 os * er x 5 „ VF * 2 * p > CS we 5 2 * — een mY "A, IK CES, . — - 9 * n 1 2 
n. — — - e JS. — TW RAY =. NL * n = \ Jab 0 G e A = 2 * % WE 8 2 * wel 2 Fr Oe 
— 22 | 2 ts n > — - 2 ; \ 0 2 9 
* 
age 


* Pre "> 
Fran, Mr; 
* 133 8. 
8 
— — 
DS 
* 2 


1 
WR) < 


: * »w III TG 1 _ 
TH * 2 
—" l 2 * — 


eB 
— 
. --_ - 4 


« DI 
* 


r 


+ EH 


2 8 
> 205 


oY ** 


rr Fa 
_— « _— — —— A — * 0 4 
— . c 
— > = * 444 — — " 
RO INI ES ESO rar or 
- * E 
\ 


* * 2 
. 


the reformed religion, or called a meeting together by ſoun- 


there, and liable to the penalties of high treaſon, if an thing 
treaſonable paſſed at ſuch meetings, ſo convened. What he 


mean to eſtabliſh by his argument, that, when rebellious and 
civil wars exiſted, no ſuch harſh meaſures were adopted? Did 


paſſed in France re- acted here? Should we wait until a mild 
and amiable monarch ſhould be led to the block? or, ſhould 


rate interference? Ought government to abdicate itſelf, bß 
: ee, the deſigns of factious men to overthrow the con- 


Majeſty upon paſting the act to prevent tumultuous petition- 


and deſcribed the evils of ſedition, as pouring upon the 
country, like the waves of the ocean, from the moſt humble 


| hoped that we had no occaſion for a repetition of thoſe ſcenes, 
but we ſhould have wiſdom enough to profit by the example 
already paſſed. The queſtion, however, really was, did there 
_ exiſt a neceſſity for the Bill? To thoſe who ſaw no danger 
in the propagation of the tenets of the ſocieties, ſo often alluded to 


nothing new or improper in meetings, the avowed object of which 
were diſcuſſions and ſpeeches, tending to defame and de- 


houſe, whether there ever was a period in which a queſtion 
was diſcuſſed in the manner the preſent queſtion was diſ- 


able and learned friend, from the charge of the judge, and the 
verdicts of the juries, on the trials of the ſuppoſed conſpira- 
tors, he would only ſay, that the finding of the grand jury 


dicts of the juries went only to the exculpation of individuals 
charged with being accomplices; it would therefore be abſurd 
for them to ſay, that they muſt ſtop from. applying remedies 
to the fact, becauſe the guilt of an individual was not eſta- 


„ WOODFALLS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: [Commons | 


by which any perſon who circulated band-bills, which brought 
a meeting together, who entered into reſolutions inimical to 


ing a trumpet, even though he abſented himſelf from the 
meeting, was anſwerable for every thing which was done 


would be glad to know, would the honourable gentleman 


he mean, that we ſhould wait for ſuch an event to apply a re- 
medy ? Should we wait to ſee the calamitous ſcenes which 


we not prevent ſuch threatened evils by a timely and tempe- 
tution ? * at 1 deg. ns | 
He quoted the ſpeech of the Speaker's predeceſſor to his 


ing, wherein he traced the footſteps of rebellion and regicide, 


petition to. the moſt outrageous and illegal demands. He 


in the courſe of the diſcuſſion ; to thoſe who thought there was 


grade the conſtitution, the parliament, and the king ; to thoſe 
he would not addreſs himſelf : but would aſk the bulk of the 
cuſſing? With reſpect to the argument, drawn by his honour- 


was a proof of the exiſtence of the conſpiracy, while the ver- 


bliſhed; 


» -” 1 * Fed 
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bliſhed ; for the office of a legiſlator was governed by very 


different principles from that of a juror. With regard to the 
| conſpiracy, the moral probability remained the ſame, and the 
verdicts of the juries did not at all impeach the report of the 


ſecret committee. i 5 2 | 
Could the houſe poſſibly forget the tranſactions of the 


London Correſponding Society? Had it eſcaped gentle- 


mens recollection, . that they had formerly decided not to pe- 
tition Parliament; that they repreſented the government and 
conſtitution merely as impoſitions and grievances on the pub- 
lic; that they were chiefly employed in difleminating writ- 
ings ſubverſive of both; and that on the murder of Louis the 
Sixteenth, they addreſſed the National Convention, ſaying, 
that that unhappy country had arrived at the criſis in which 


they could properly addreſs them? FEE 
They came at length, it ſeemed, to a reſolution to petition 
the king in his way to Parliament. In the courſe of his paſſage 
there, he was groſsly inſulted, and treated with atrocious vio- 


lence, It had been contended, and he was willing to admit, that 
there was no legal connection between the previous meeting 
and the outrage committed on that occaſion; but there was a 


high degree of probability that the one proceeded from the 


other. There was, in fact, a natural connection between 


the principle avowed and diſperſed at that meeting, and the 


fact that followed. Whether or no the paper intitled KIN G- 
KILLING was eſpouſed and circulated at that meeting, Jaco- 


bin principles were aſſerted to the utmoſt extent; and the 


former doctrine was only an inference from them. 


hciently Jacobinical, ſince it admitted a diſtinction between 


thoſe who had property and thoſe who had none; a diſtine- 
tion which Mr. Thelwall had publicly declared to be nfa- 


us; and regretted that he had not the voice of Stentor to 
make himſelf heard in every part of the aflembly. They 
came to a reſolution at the meeting to petition the king, and 
addreſs the nation. The petition not having been noticed, 
tncy declared afterwards, that it was either ſuppreſſed or paſ- 
ſed over with unfeeling contempt. © The firſt alternative re- 
latzd obviouſly to miniſters, whom they . charged with the 
new offence of high treaſon againſt the rights and liberties 


of the people. The other alternative related as clearly to his 
majeſty, whom they pronounced unworthy of reſpect, if he 


did not attend to the happineſs and liberty of his people, and 
then inſinuated that he had betrayed his truſt. The conſe- 


Vol. I. 1795. U u quence 


So far had they carried their principles, that they even | 
found fault with the government of France, as not being ſuf- 
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quence of theſe conditions and arguments was obvious, and 
led to the more dangerous effects. Such arguments to a 
mixed meeting of 40,000 perſons, could produce oching 
but ill-humour, and excite diſloyalty and treaſon, 
Mr. Anftruther read an extract from one of the publica- 
tions of the ſociety, in which they glare, “ Thar the only 
powerful, but ſolitary, argument in favour of our cor ſtitu— 
tion, was the virtues of the monarch, of which they, however, 
had not experienced the ben fits.“ 8 ef 
Hence Mr. Anſtruther argued, that the preſent circum- 
ſtances called loudly tor fome legillitive interference; it re- 
mained, theretore, to enquite, whether the Bill before the 
houſe was ſuch a one as they ought to adopt under the preſent 
circumſtances? Ihe act would not, he ſaid, prevent any 
public meeting called by ſheriffs, magiſtrates, or corporations; 
the principal, if not the only meetings anticntly, publickly, and 
hitherto known to, or recognized by, the conſtitution. It 
even authoriſed others, under certain conditi-ns, if notice be 
given by three houſcholders. That notice, indeed, mult be 
public; but not as his honourable ard learned friend had 
ſtated, given to a mag iſtrate; the act contained no ſuch ſpe- 
cific condition. They muſt, beſides, further aſſign the object; 
and what reſtraint was it to the known conſtitutional meet- 
ings of the country, to enact that it ſhould not be held if the 
object was, on the face of it, ſeditious? The magiſtrate 
might, however, diſperſe it, if, for whatſoever oſtenſible 
cauſe it was called, the deliberations, or refolutions, became 
ſeditious ; they well knew that, under many fair pretences, 
ſuch as parliamentary reform, or redreſs of grievances, ſedi- 
tion, and even treaſon, have been the main object of atten- 
tion; it was neceſſary therefore to provide that, however oſten- 
ſible and fair the pretence for the meeting, it ſhould not de- 
generate from it's avowed purpoſſſeee. 
One of the clauſes prohibited political lectures where money 
Was taken; this was meant, and ſurely properly meant to check 
the pernicious practices of diſſeminating ſedition under the un- 
ſuſpecting garb of amuſement and inſtruction. Ai theſe places the 
doctrine of holy inſurrection and ſovereignty were blended with 
amuſement; but, in endeavouring to reſtrain theſe new-fangled 
occupations, it was ſtrange to be reproached with limiting the 
old cuſtoms and eftabliſhed uſages of the country. To clubs 
and meetings ſuch as theſe, and not to the ancient deſpotiſm, 
France had owed all its miſeries, as had been to often al- 
ledged. The government of France, and all its orders, were 
yielding and conforming; and till theſe clubs were 1 


— 
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all was proſperous and amicable, For theſe reaſons he 


heartily approved of the Bill, and would give it his decided 
ſupport. The principle and practice of-it were to be traced 
in the conſtitution, and, in the preſent circumſtances, facts 
were to be found that called for its application. The Bill 
was belides as remediable and as little objectionable as poſſible. 
It tended to fruſt ate the machinations of the active and deſ- 
pe ate few, who ſought to raiſe themſelves on the ruin of their 
country; and wien the ſcaſon of calm reflection and confi- 
dence came, the bulk of the people, he was perſuaded, would 
regard it, as he did, as a meaſure timely adopted and wiſely 
deviſed, to protect them from their enemies, and ſecure the 
conſticution under which they had ſo long proſpered. ©. 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid, he would not attempt to endeayour 
diſprove the connection between the meetings of the London 
Correſponding ſociety. and the late flagitious violence to his 
Majeſty, leſt he ſhould be accounted ſeditious, and one of the 
enemies to good order. He abhorred as much as any man 
the outrage committed on the perſon of his Majeſty, and 
withed the perſons guilty*of it to be brought to puniſhment 
he neverthcleſs could not conſent to implicate bodies of men 
in the atrocious tranſactions of a few individuals; he hoped 
and truſted that they were few who were guilty: of ſuch an 
act of extraordinary violence, which he did not conſider as a 
premature act, but a violence dictated by the ſudden impulſe 
of the moment on ſome infatuated perſons. The preſture 
of diſtreſſes occaſioned by the war, together with the 
high price of corn and other proviſions, had produced ill- 
temper, and a diſpoſition, among the lower claſles throughout 
t ee country, which, in a moment of madneis, night prompt ſome 
of them to make ſo deſperate an attempt: the way to prevent the 
repetition of ſuch crimes, was not, however, in his opinion, 
by acts of unexampled ſeverity, but by giving them a peace, 
and putting meaſures in ſuch a train that their diftrefſes might 
_ fublide, If the neceſſity for further laws could be clearly and 
latisfaRtorily proved, no man would be more ready than him- 
ſelf to promote them; but, from what he had heard, it had 
not been ſhewn that the preſent laws were defective; on the 
coatrary, the crown lawyers themſelves had proved them to 
be ſufficient. If the law of treaſon did not apply in the ordi- 
nary caſes alluded to during the diſcuſſion of this Bill, the per- 
ſons who offended might be adequately puniſhed by the law 
of. miſdemeanor. Inſtead of proving that there was any de- 
fect in the law, as it now exiſted, the geiitiemen in the exe- 
butlve government, appeared to him to have ſhewn their neg- 
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| becauſe it was impoſſible for the magiſtrate to have any _ 
erful authority over a large meeting, without the afli 
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_ ole, their inattention, and inability, in not preventing the 
commiſſion and the repetition of the evils they complained of; 


in fact, wherever they began to inſtitute a remedy, it was evi- 


dent that they had been guilty of ſome error before it was 


brought to effect. Were there any neceſſity to prevent ſedi. 
tion, he feared the preſent Bill would have a contrary effect; 


ance 
of the military force, which was a remedy at all times danger- 
ous, and only fit to be applied to in caſes of extremity. When- 
ever there had been a neceſſity to apply to the military of late, 
to the great credit of the officers and men, he was happy to 
be able to ſay, that it had been uſed with much moderation; 


but he feared that reſiſtance on the one hand, and pique on 


the other, might one day produce fata conſequences, and then 
the ſoldiers might be affected with a contrition the next day, 
when it might not be altogether ſafe for government to de- 
pend on the caprice of the military. Let them Jook to the Pre- 


torian guards, and thence take a view of the Roman empire, to the 


Janiſſaries among the Turks, at different periods of hiſtory, and 


the various ſudden revolutions which the ſoldiers have effected 


3nall military countries. Should this Bill once paſs, there would 
be an end of all freedom of debate, an end of enquiry into the 
conduct of miniſters, and an end of every means of obtaining 
redreſs of grievances from the executive government. The 
miniſter would no longer have to call for that blind confidence 
which had been ſo repeatedly demanded of late, and ſo im- 


_ prudently given; he would be in the fulleſt poſſeſſion of 


every ſpecies of authority to enforce whatever acts he pleaſed 
to introduce and get paſſed. The confidence which had been 


given to him, had led to the waſte of ſo much blood and 


treaſure ; and if we continued the war, and continued to de - 
prive the people of the only bleſſings they enjoy, we ſhould go 
on, from extreme to extreme, till, inflead of quelling our ene- 
mies abroad by famine, we ſhould, by famine and oppreſſion 


at home, provoke the people to actual rebellion. He there- 


ſore proteſted publickly againſt the Bill, becauſe he could not 


bear to ſee thoſe principles ripped up by the roots on which 


the government had fo long ſtood and flouriſhed. 
Lord Mornington ſaid, that the circumſtances which con- 


ſtituted the neceſſity for the preſent meaſure, and the applica- 
| bility and competency of the meaſure to the urgency of the 


caſe, ſtruck him ſo forcibly that he was ſurpriſed ſo much 
difference of opinion had ariſen upon it; he would therefore 
N VE | endeavour, 


endeavour, not without hopes of ſucceſs, to explain it diſ- 
tinckly to the houſe, | „ | = 

Ihe whole ſcope of the caſe reſolved itſelf in his mind into 
three diſtinct heads of conſideration. The firſt was, did there 


Th exiſt an evil of magnitude ſufficient to call for ſome remedy ? 


Next, was there power in the law, as it ſtood, adequate 
to the evil? And, thirdly, was the Bill under conſider- 


ation competent to meet the evil, or did it exceed the degree 


of power neceſſary for that purpoſe? On the ſecond and 


third of theſe queſtions much had already been ſaid; he would 


therefore coufine himſelf to the firſt chiefly ; and he hoped to 
make it appear, that there was not to be found, in the whole 


records of hiſtory, any one caſe that called fo loudly for the 


interference of parliament. Much difference of opinion re- 
ſpecting the meetings lately held had prevailed, and the out- 
rageous aſſault on that part of the conſtitution which the houſe 


was particularly called on to guard and protect. Upon this 


gentlemen had ſpoken, each, according to the impreſſion his 
mind had received, and each? referring to a cauſe correſ- 


pondent to that impreſſion, One honourable gentleman had 


faid, that it was an accidental outrage. Let the houſe con- 
ſider whether it would be poſſible to perſuade the nation, 
that the ſovereign was inſulted, and perſonally aſſaulted in 
his way to Parliament by accident, or, in other words, with- 
out cauſe or motive. Gentlemen had corrected themſelves, 
and ſaid, that it was not owing to accident, but to a plot of 
the government, in order to propagate an opinion of the diſ- 
loyalty of the nation. h 8 
In contradiction of thoſe two ſuppolitions, ſome gentlemen 
had ſaid, (and for that purpoſe entered into a critical analyſis 
of the King's Speech,) that miniſters had eadeavoured to 
prove that the loyalty of the nation was never ſo high as at pre- 
ſent, as if they were determined to contradict their firſt, ſe- 
cond and third affertions. At the ſame moment they had fur- 
ther declared, that it was owing. neither to accident nor to 
2 plot of government, but to tne feelings of the people, irri- 
| tated by an unſucceſsful war, and a ſcarcity of bread. On 
theſe different aſſertions, loole and contradictory as they were, 
he would fay but few words. An honourable gentleman bad 
_ aſked, did it ever before happen, that the ſacred perſon of the 
ſovereign was ſo outraged? To this he would anſwer, that 
if it never did happen before, if the minds and character of the 
people were ſo changed and brutalized, was not the houſe to 
look for ſome other cauſe, and enquire what that dark motive 
could be, that armed the people againſt their ſovereign ? Ang 
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would not that enquiry lead them, by natural and obvious 

_ Reps, to thoſe ſocicties, whoſe exiſtence, even the ſcepticiſin 
of the warmeſt oppoſers of the Bill could not deny, and whole 
whole tranſactions were obviouſly founded on principles that 
led directly to the act already commemerated. © 
His lordſhip ſaid, he would not refer to former proceed. 
' Ings or the report oi the ſecret committee, nor would he ad. 
vert to the trials of the ſuppoſed confpirators, but would con- 
tent himſelf with intreating the houſe to recollect, what the 
principles of, thoſe ſocieties had been, ſimply as matters of 
fact, and what their own opinions refpecting them were, at 
the beginning of the year 1795, when they renewed the ſuſ- 
- Penſion of the Habeas Corpus act. Having deſired gentiemen 
to keep thele points continually in memory, he would further 
beg their attention while he took a vew of the tranſactions of 
the ſocicties ſince that time; as they came under the obſer- 
vation, not only of himſelf, but of every one, and were taken 
from authority not to be doubted; their own writings and 

publications. 5 | | | ed.» 

At the concluſion of laſt ſeſſion, his lordſhip ſaid, he had 
hopes that what had happened in France, the miſchiefs which 
had ariſen to the people of that country, from the wild prin- 
Ciple that every individual had a right to ſhare in the fove- 
reignty, and that it was a violation of that right to admit of 
any qualification of property in election; that the dreadful 

examples of the bad conſequences ariſing to all, even to the 
Jowelt orders of the people of that unhappy country, from that 
principle, and (to uſe the words of the deteſtable Robeſpierre) 
from the © deſpotiſm of liberty,” would have had ſome influ- 
ence on the minds of people, and prevented the farther pro- 
greſs of the fame ruinous principles among them; that it 


: 
1 would have occurred to them, how very tew of ail thoſe who | 
. 4 | roſe from the dregs of ſociety, and rioted in the blood and \ 
| | treaſure of the nobility and gentry of France, had come to 11 
ſuch an end as to leave them juſt objects of envy; how man F 
of them followed each other to the ſcaffold, immediately on f 
the heels of thoſe they murdered; and how many of thoſe 0 
who died a violent death ſuffered in their memory; how u 
many that flood at the higheſt pinnacle of elevation on one pl 
day, were hurried on the next to the guillotine. He had cl 
hopes, he ſaid, that theſe glaring effects of the French revo- de 
lution would have brought to the minds of thoſe who were na 
engaged in deep adventures here, that, though ſuch men an 


might have a temporary proſperity, that proſperity muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be ſhort, and that their fall would be more _ 
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than their riſe. Full fraught with theſe hopes, he had given 
his aſſent to ſuffering the expiration of the act for ſuſpending 
the Habeas Corpus act; but moſt grievouſly was he diſap- 


pointed in his hopes; for he found that the Parliament was 


ſcarcely prorogued, before thoſe ſocieties again recommenced 


their former practices upon the public mind, with increaſed 


activity, and additional vigour; ſo far from being deterred 
by the awful and formidable examples which France af= 
forded them in the ſucceſſive cutting off of her ſucceſſive 


uſurpers, they flattered tzemſe!ves that they ſhould rather have 


the good fortune of thoſe few demagogues who had eſcaped 
the gaillotine, than the fate of thoſe w“ had fallen victims to 


their unjuſtifiable uſurpation, and diſproportionate ambition; 


again held general meetings, and again developed their de- 
ſigns in publications, which ſtated “ that they had ſuffered a 
ſtorm 3 that their veſſel was endangered, but now had put to 
ſea with greater proſpect of ſucceſs than ever; that they had 
the ſatisfaction to fee their principles actively propagating 
among their countrymen ; and that their numbers multiplied 
at the rate of 150 new members in a week, and ſometimes 70 
or 80 in a day.” It ſeems as if the whole of the Britiſh na- 


tion were convened on this extraordinary occaſion; for, upon 


their own declaration, they had renewed their ſyſtem, and 
increaſed the means of propagating their doctrines. They 
had told the people what they were to expect from inertneſs, 
and what from ſupplication, and exclaimed, “How long, O 


fooliſh countrymen, will you call upon Hercules!“ The 


meaning of which was eaſy to be underſtood. 

His lordthip faid, that he muſt again requeſt gentlemen to 
keep conſtantly in their view, the principle diſcloſed by thoſe 
ſocieties previous to the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act. 
That principle was adhered to with additional zeal, and the 
ſpirit of enforcing it was ſo far encreaſed, that the houſe 
would find theſe ſocieties criticiſing and condemning the con- 
ſtitution of France as an impertect ſyſtem ; inaſmuch as the 
principle of equality had been abandoned; becauſe, in the 
formation of that conſtitution, property had been made a ne- 
cellary qualification in electors, and the right of unlimited 
univerſal ſuffrage had been abandoned. The better to carry their 
plans into execution, they affected to adopt a pacific ſyſtem, de- 


Caring, as their reſolutions ſtated, That they did not mean to 


demand rights* with arms, but by certain meaſures, in ſuch a 
nature, that the Houſe of Commons mut accede to them; 
and that if any deſpaired of obtaining a reform, and looked 
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for that to riot, they would tell them, that it was not riot 
that could bring about that revolution which every one muſt 207%, 
fer.) This pacific ſyſtem, however, was only to be con- 
_ tinued, provided the parliament would voluntarily ſubmit to 
the abſurd and extravagant doctrines of univerſal ſuffrage and 


annual parliaments, which was neither more nor leſs than a 


complete furreuder of the conſtitution, The ignorance of 
the lower claſſes of the people, who, through prejudice and 
bad habits, ſtill nurſed and cheriſhed a regard for artificial 
diſtinctions, which they propoſed in time to remove, theſe new 
legiſlators ſtated to be the prop of the conſtitution ; and this 
ignorance they propoſed to remove, in order that the con- 
| Kitution might fall; and this happy accompliſhment, this 


general illumination, they declare, is only to be effected by 
cheap publications, circulated in different channels to the 


people, the expe ces of which were to be defrayed from the 
revenue of the ſociety, and any perfon who choſe. to take up 


the trade of a bookſeller, and aſſiſt in the publication of them, 


was to be encouraged. His lordſhip ſaid, he would ſhew the 
| Houſe what fort of light this illumination threw around them 


and in doing ſo, he would ſpdak of three ſocieties concerned 


in this negotmtion ; the London Correſponding Society, the 
Society of the Friends of Liberty, and the London Reform- 
| Ing Society. He aftured them, he would not quote a ſingle 
word but from books fold by the printers and bookſellers of 
_- thoſe ſocieties; printers and bookſellers not only employed, 
but recommended by them, and called patriot bookſellers; in 
— whoſe hands, moreover, the petition of the meeting at Copen- 
| hagen-houſe was left for the purpoſe of receiving ſignatures. 


The tenor of the books from which he quoted, was neither 


more nor lefs than to excite the poor to ſerze the landed pro- 
perty of the kingdom; to ſtir up the ſoldiery to mutiny ; to 


degrade and debaſe the naval and military characters, and 
ſtigmatize every naval and military ſucceſs as a misfortune; 
to repreſent the adminiſtration of juſtice as corrupt from its very 


fource, and the judges as venal and influenced by the king 
and his miniſters ; to mark the nobility as a degraded race, and 
to invite the people to ſtrike them from their ſeats ; to repre- 
ſent monarchy as a burthen, and an hereditary monarchy as 


uſeleſs, abſurd, and founded on falſe principles, and to take 
every - opportunity of ridiculing the perſon of our fovercign 
with the moſt immoderate licentiouſneſs ; to recommend rigi- 
cide, as he would preſently undertake to ſhew, to blaſpheme 


the ſcriptures, and revile religion, as acceſſaries to the _ 


% oY BIS 


», 
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which they condemn as ruinous, oppreſſive, and corrupt; 
and laſtly, to decry the eſtabliſhed church and conſtitution, 
till they had wrought the people to that pitch of frantic rage, 
tat would inevitably end in their pulling down the pillar of 

tthe ſtate, and burying the whole fabrick in one undiſtinguiſh-- 
ablo ab af ]] Hh nel | 
His lordſhip proceeded to read the publications alluded to 
in elucidation of the propoſitions before ſtated ; and firſt, he 
read from a pamphlet, that the landed property of the coun- 
try was originally got by conqueſt, or by encroachment on 
the property of the people; and as thoſe public robbers, who 
had fo obtained its poſſeſſion, had ſhewn no moderation in the 
uſe of it, it would not be fit to neglect the precious oppor- 
tunity of recovering their rights. A few hearty fellows, 
with arms, &c. might take poſſeſſion of the whole; a par- 
ticular committee be appointed to receive it: all the poſſeſ- 
ſors be called upon to deliver up to that committee their 
writings and documents, in order to be burned; and the 
owners be made to diſgorge the laſt payment of their tenants, 
in order to form a fund for good citizens; and if the ariſto- 
cracy aroſe in reſiſtance, let the people be firm, and diſpatch 
them, cutting them off root and branch.” This, his lord- 
ſhip obſerved, was publiſhed by a bookſeller and printer, at 
whoſe houſe the Copenhagen-houſe petition ef the 12th of 
| November lay to be ſigned. Ne 55 
One pailage more his lordſhip thought it neceſſary to read, 
as it contained à direct incitement to regicide. It was a defi- 
nition of a guillotine, © An inftrument (as they called it) of 
rare invention. As it is the cuſtom, (obſerve, ſaid his lord- 
ſhip, the levity and even ribaldry, mixed with cruelty, and 
recommendation of crime, that has diſtinguiſhed all the 
French revolutionary writings,) as it is the cuſtom to decapi- 
tate and not hang kings, it is proper to have this inſtru- 
ment ready, to make death eaſy to them, ſuppoſing a neceſ- 
ſity of cutting them off. This inſtrument is uſed only for 
great malefactors, ſuch as kings, biſhops, and prime miniſters, 
England and France have had their regular turns in exe- 
cuting their kings; France did it laſt, &c. &c. and in con= 
cluſion, ſaid his Jordſhip, * Anker/troem and Damiens, the two 
regicides, are held up to the reverence of mankind.?” This, 
too, is from a printer, given to the public by the ſocieties, in 
the liſt of patriotic printers. „ IR. LE 
[Name him, name him, came from all parts of the houſe.] 
Citizen Lee, ſaid his Lordſhip, # 


* 
* 
* 
r * " 
e N OE 
PIES Ts Rz 3 N Kr — TT * 1 Y „ K —_ - 
PW wo 1 : n r . nt G , 
— . . 2 n e - > jg n - "4%; — N 2 ; . r x ; 
nenn IA SETAE WE Ln PEO I IS — ˙ »A ˙˙¹ a? ah r 
: MI ROY = In DIREC BEI nota mots fc * 2 P A 7 r D. bon ed = _ 
* Fc tas IE gre Ir CATS E 2. 3 CFF TCTCbC 39 SD ere LA 0 
X EONS A n . * r \ — F. 2 . — J - da * * _ r * F 1 a 
> 8 4 — 9 1 ST TS. * rd aa IT ac . . nn as 
7 1 1 X 8 4 — OWE Ts > Fes = 
D 


. W 
5 * 0; l RET POL * py 
— * 


7 


2 OE ST I ng DS 
es Er ID DDS 
N 
* 
> 


1 —_— 
2 ui = 


DR SD PL. 


Aeon. 
e 
2 — — 
> 4 Ry \ P 1 


* W 
DR ne Ou One ot a= Fr NS eat. 3A 

cog 0 9b" a TT, — — ay” 
MN r 


HEEL 
Ws 4 


2 


— 3 _ r. 
—B EA an Bf 
SI : * wy 
— 


e 
WT; 8 4 


— —— — — 4 = 
ö 
* S. 2 n r 
* — > 2 
8 * 
— * & 


— 
a. * 
= vt r 22 ＋ 
** Sie, W > Wie * Wo 
. — > — - » — 


- 


rn J 


| $338. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,  [Conmoxs, 


What, continued his lordſhip, can the houſe now ſuppoſe 
is the tendency of this pacific ſyſtem, this bloodleſs conqueſt ? 
ir, would it not be ſuppoſed, that, inſtead of being the pro- 
duction of Engliſhmen, this foul, moſt foul treaſon—={ Hear ! 
2 "egy 7- ren the ͤ ͤ % ne ont any 
I do not fay, continued his lordſhip, that if brought in the 
judgment of a court, it would be decided to be treaſon: but 
I-will maintain, that the heart that uttered-it was the heart 
of as foul a traitor as ever raiſed the dagger of a parricide. 
It is not even Engliſh treaſon--No, fir. It is all French 
| treaſon, - Would not one rather ſuppoſe that I was reading 
the bloody page of Marat, or the ſanguinary code of Robeſ- 
ierre, than the production of an Engliſhman. On his own 
a e e his lordſhip ſaid, he could venture to ſtate, un- 
 Equivocally, that a production entitled 4/ng-+://ng, and ano- 
ther, the Reign of George the Laßt, were fold at Copen- 
| hagen-houſe. Under ſuch impreſſions as theſe, did the per- 
' ſons aſſembled go there to diſcuſs political ſubjets ? There 
the preſent ſcarcity was attributed, not to failure of crops, 
but to parliamentary corruption. His lordſhip wiſhed the 
houſe to conſider what the effect of ſuch topics on minds 
ſo prepared muſt have been. This was not all that had paſled, 
The people were taught that they had no hope left from le- 
giſlative or executive powers, but that they were ta look to 
themſelves alone; ſince they could hope for no redreſs: 
from the conſtituted authorities. His lordſhip deſcribed the 
outrage on his Majefty at the time he was paſſing to his par- 
liament in colours calculated to make a forcible impreſſion on 
the mind; a fight, which, at another time, had been finely. 
deſcribed by his Right Honourable Friend, (the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) as peculiarly gratifying, becauſe it was 
the ſureſt pledge of the order and harmony of the ſtate. 
One circumſtance more remained to be mentioned, which 
was, that when all the nation was in conſternation and hor- 
Tor at this event, a printer had the audacity to publiſh a libel, 
in which the whole of the circumſtances were miſrepreſented, 
to excite the ridicule and contempt of the people. He left it 
to the conſideration of the houſe to determine from theſe in- 
diſputable and peaceable facts whether there was not a plain, 
obvious, and clear connexion between the ſocieties and that 
qutrage. It had been ſaid, that this was a libel upon En- 
gliſhmen, who have been educated in rational freedom, and 
could never be ſo loſt to the ſenſe of their intereſt as to violate 
the bleflings they enjoy. Would the Honourable Gentle- 
man, who aſſerted this, deny that other free . "a 
| | | ” F unere 
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| ſuffered by the diſſemination of theſe doArines, that Ameri 


and more particularly Geneva, were not injured by den | 
Be it remembered that revolutions. are frequent with re- 
ublican governments; in Geneva, it was true, that ſuch 


evils were lefs likely in conſequence of their habits of order 
and religion. The only revolution which had been marked 
with blood there, and where the prieſts were murdered, was 


the late one. A celebrated author (d'Ivernois) ſpeaking. 


upon this ſubject, had well expreſſed himſelf, that the Gene- 
veſe did but touch the poiſon, and their hearts were corrupted. 
The ſmallneſs of the numbers who entertained theſe opinions 


was alſo an objection; but let the Honourable Gentleman 


recollect, that the number of thoſe were ſmall who accom- 


pliſhed the French revolution, who brought about the maſ=- 


facres of the 10th of Auguſt and 2d of September; and they 
were ſmall too in their numbers who cauſed the commotions 
in Geneva, Would you, he aſked, becauſe the conſtitutions 
of the people in England are ſtrong, feed them with poiſon ? 
His lordſhip declined entering on the diſcuſſion of the remaining 
points; he had however felt himſelf bound, by his duty to the 
' houſe and to the public, to ſtate thus much; and he left it to 

| Others, who were bleſſed with better health and more vigour, to 
deal with the other parts of the ſubject. _ ors 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it had not been his intention to take 


part in the debate; he had propoſed to leave it to gentlemen 
who were better prepared, and who might not yet have had 


an opportunity of delivering their opinions. Some things, 
however, had fallen from the noble lord, upon which it was 


impoſſible for him to remain ſilent ; although he could neither 


pretend to the talents or the abiJity of the noble lord to anſwer 
him as he could wiſh ; nor had he the advantage of ſo much 
deliberation, and of ſo much preparation too, as was manifeſt 


by the arrangement of the noble lord's ſpeech. He was 


happy, however, to find, that inferior as he was to the noble 


lord, one of his predictions had been fulfilled. When he 
made his motion for a Committee of Enquiry, he foretold 


that if the Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite would not 


ſuffer him to obtain that Committee of Enquiry, gentlemen 


would ſtart up with lines and ſcraps of pamphlets, with pa- 
ragraphs and hand-bills, in battle array againſt him; and he 
expected that they would bring up the rear with prints and 
cuts ſtill more alarming and formidable. He paid no credit, 
however, to their aſſertions, and was reſolved to give none; 


and if he were to ſingle out any perſon frofa the crowd, with- 


vut the infinuation of a perfonal affront, he ſhould declare 
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that the noble lord was the leaſt entitled to his credit: exactly 
that time two years ago, that, with the ſame unequal talents, 
and with the ſame unequal preparations alſo, he had in ſome 
degree refuted the aſſertions of that noble lord. Exactly two 
years ago, at the opening of the ſeſſion of parliament, he re- 
membered to have ſeen the noble lord with the ſame ſonorous 
voice, the ſame placid countenance, in the ſame attitude, 
| leaning gracefully upon the table, and giving an account from 
ſhreds and patches of Briſſot, that the Pesch Republic 
would laſt but a few months longer. Unfortunately for the 
credit of the noble lord, not one word of all his predictions 
had come to paſs. On the contrary, France had continued the 
war, long after the noble lords's predictions had foretold its 
period, with og ſucceſs, and had experienced con- 
ſiderable proſpetity. Twice had the noble lord prophecied 
in vain. What reliance then, could be placed upon the aſ- 
ſurances of a perſon whoſe former aſſertions, the event had in 
every inſtance falſified, and whoſe prophecies had, in every 
inſtance, proved falſe? How, in common fenſe, ſhould he 
treat them, but with derifion and contempt ? He believed 
the noble lord was as much in the right in predicting that 
a revolution would follow, from the proceedings of certain 
ſocieties, as he had been in his former predictions, of the 
rapidly approaching ruin and deſtruction of the French Re- 
public. The arguments the noble lord had made uſe of, to 
prove the connection between the proceedings of the London 
Correſponding Society, and the accidental outrage that had 
been offered to the perſon of the ſovereign, neither dazzled 
his fight nor ſatisfied his underſtanding. In fact, he did not 
believe there was any more connection between the two, than 
| he could admit there was any connection between the noble 
Iord's ſpeech and the queſtion in debate. 
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The more cloſely to follow the noble lord through the 
Whole of his elaborate compoſition, he would begin with his 
firſt argument, that ſuch an infult as that offered to his Ma- 
jeſty, on the firſt day of the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament, had 
never been before attempted. He moſt ſincerely wiſhed the 
fact were otherwiſe ; but, unfortunately there had been, to the 
diſgrace of the loyalty of the people; he believed many inſtances 
of ſimilar miſconduct, among which, he mentioned one that 
took place at the Middleſex election. Aſſuming this as an 
hiſtorical fact, which was not true, the noble lord had en- 
deavoured to eſtabliſh the proofs of his connection; and, af- 
ter examining a variety of cauſes, none of which could in his 
mind at all apply; he ſaid, he looked about for another an 
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 andifound one novel and extraordinary, namely, the Societies. 
Surely the noble Lord had forgotten, that Jang before his Ma- 
jelty's proceſſion to Parliament, and long before the meeting 


at Copenhagen-houſe, there were tumults and diſorders in 


various parts of the kingdom, which he believed the noble 


lord, with all his ingenuity, could not be able to faſten on 


- 


the ſocieties. Other riots, other tumults, other inſurrections, 
had been frequent in almoſt every county throughont Eng- 
land ; and his Majeſty's troops had often been called upon, 
to ſhed the blood of his Majeſty's ſubjects, who had been 
guilty of riot and diſturbance, on account of the diſtreſs and 
tamine ariſing from the war. In thoſe tranſactions clearly there 


could be no connection; indeed it had not once been argued 


nor inſinuated, that any of thoſe diſtreſſed people who com- 
mitted outrages, to appeaſe the clamour of their ſtarving fa- 


milies, were incited to it by the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, or were any way connected with it. He ſhould there- 
fore differ from the noble Lord upon that point, and attri- 


bute the-outrage to no other cauſe than the preſſure of extreme 
diſtreſs. Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he reſpected his Majeſty as much 


as the noble Lord, and entertained as high an eſteem for his 


many amiable virtues: but, in proportion as, he reſpected his 


Majeſty, he reſpected the law alſo; the king was not above 
the law, and conſequently he could not conſent to fo violent a 


meaſure as the preſent Bill. Might not men, returning home to 


their ſtarving families, which they were not able to ſupport, 


from the extreme irritation of the moment, and the deluſion 


of confounding the acts of the miniſter with the authority of 


the monarch, be guilty of outrages which they would repent 


of in their cooler moments? This was no extravagant argu- 


ment. It had been the cauſe which produced one diſtreſs, and 
was Capable of producing another. 


be noble lord had indignantly ſpoken of theoretical diſ- 
courſes and debates upon government, and had bitterly in- 
veighed againſt political topics in ſocieties, and againft 


ſpeeches on ſpeculative points in politicks. He had dwelt © 


particularly upon the circumſtance of ſome perſons alluring 


their auditors with a ſhew of entertainment, and making them 
pay for it ſix-pence a-piece. In fact, the ſpeech of the noble 
Lord himſelf had been entirely a theoretical lecture on poli- 
ticks, and a ſpecimen of the very ſort of diſcourſe which he 
had reprobated. For his own part, he had not experienced 
much entertainment from it, and he certainly would not have 


given fix-pence to hear it. One mode of argument that had been 


uſed that night, which he could not aſſent to; the noble lord had 


repreſented | 
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_ repreſented the lower claſſes of the people of all countries 
to be alike. This was a groſs miſrepreſentation. Nothing 
could be more falſe and abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, that a people, 
| bred up in a free country, and living in the habits of enjoy. 
ing and confidering their rights; that a people like the peo- 
ple of England, would ever conduct themſelves like flaves juſt 
reſcued from a vile, grinding, and infamous deſpoti'm. The 
noble lord had mentioned the republic of Geneva; would he 
compare the people of that miterable ſtate, always ſubject to 
the domination of Savoy or France, from whom it received 
ſuch a conſtitution as thoſe countries thought proper to dic- 
tate — would he compare that people with the inhabitants of 
the great, the proud, and the powerful Britiſn nation? He 
had read the account of the late revolution in Geneva, alluded 
to by the noble Lord; and he was perſonally acquainted with 
its author, Mr. d'Ivernois, whoſe name he mentioned with 
reſpect. It was poſſible, however, that that gentleman might 
be a little biaſſed in his hiſtory; for he, at this time received 
a penſion from his Majeſty's miniſters. | 
The noble lord had alſo made a compariſon with America; 
,_ what was there in America, except a ſafe, wiſe, and proſ- 
perous people, and an admirable prefident ? What had been 
the effect? Had not the American States avoided a quarrel 
with this country, and made an advantageous treaty with us ? 
Had they not preſerved their conſtitution and their liberties? | 
Did not their commerce flouriſh ? Were they not ſafe, hap- 
py, free, and proſperous? By what mode of argument then 
would the noble lord make uſe of the inſinuation of the Ame- 
rican States, to prove the danger to which we were liable in 
thisc ountry, from the publication and diſſemination of theſe new 
principles? They whoaccuſed the Engliſhpeople of treaſon and 
rebellion, who charged them with being prone to commit out- 
_ rages and exceſſes, were not judges of the fort of ſtuff and mate- 
tial of which the human heart was made; and particularly an 
Engliſhman's, when they hazarded ſuch aſſertions. The reaſon 
of their ignorance was plain; becauſe, from their own na- 
tural pride, they had always kept aloof from the people, and 
were now obliged to do ſo in conſequence of the calamitous 
war they had engaged in, and the diſaſtrous conſequences it 
had produced. Hence, becauſe fix or ſeven pecple, as igno- 
rant of human nature and the hearts of Engliſhmen, as the mi- 
niſter had ſtupidly imagined, that they could do this, and that, 
and Yother, and electrify the whole nation by a few violent 
pamphlets, they were taught to believe, that a great 85 . 


* 


. 
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of people is in a ſtate of actual rebellion. It was impoſſible to 
prcſume to doubt the tynorance of thoſe men, when they 
acted in the ſame parallel with men in high ſituations. 74 
The houſe could not, ought not, to give credit to ſuch a 
| maſs of matter as had that night been brought before them. 
The noble lord had affirmed that it was foul treaſon which had 
been publiſhed by citizen Lee. If it was foul treaſonz why 
did not the Attoney General proſecute citizen Lee? and what 
ſtronger power did he require for that purpole, than what the 
law had already armed him with? The noble lord had 
voted for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, now he 
withed this Bill to paſs, and yet no perſon whatever had — 
been proſecuted. The noble Lord was indignant alſo, be- 
cauſe his honourable and learned friend had expreſſed his diſ- 
approbation at the unfair attempt to divide the rich, and ſet 
them in array againſt the poor; and yet this diviſion will, 
| and muſt, be the neceſſary conſequence of the meaſures 
which the miniſters are purſuing. They who hold out the 
maſs of the poor to be capable of ſuch enormities as the French 
have perpetrated, do, in fact, ſet the rich againſt them; and 
the conſequence muſt be, that the poor will be ſtung and 
goaded on to acts of reſentment. The noble lord had read 
a pamphet, or an extract from a pamphlet, laying down a 
ſcheme for an attack upon property; when ſuch alarms were 
given, every man knew that additional proviſions would be 
enacted, and additional penal laws be made, againſt ſuch de- 
predations. He would re-aſſert that thoſe who argued in that 
manner, libelled the people. The noble lord had read, and 
read again, his ſcraps and paragraphs,” whilft his honourable 
friends cheered him at every period; but how did they cheer: 
him? While he was detailing the particulars of this foul 
and horrible treaſon, they cheered him with laughter; and, 
inſtead of expreſſing their regret at the dangers with which 
they were threatened,they did not even hear of them with gra- 
vity. If they did not conſent to go into the proofs of this 
treaſon before a committee of Enquiry, he was warranted in 
pronouncing that they had no right whatever to aſlent to or 
ſupport the Bill. If they were content with bare aſſertion, 
| he would aſſert alſo and deny that citizen Lee was printer to 
the ſocieties; and he challenged them to the proof of the 
contrary, He might put his ſignature to the pamphets which | 
he choſe to publiſh ; but was that proof? Good God! he 
ſuppoled they would exclaim, Who can doubt a printer's ve- 
racity? As to the doctrine ot Aing- killing, he knew the ma- 
Jority of the people held it in univerſal deteſtation; but if a 


fool, 
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fool, a madman, or a traitor, as ignorant as the miniſters, be. 
_ Heved fuch ſentiments were popular, was it to be deemed a 

ſufficient proof of their exiſtence? ' (© 5 
It was not difficult, Mr. Sheridan faid, to fee the views 
with which theſe pretended plots againſt the life of his Ma- 
jñeſty were brought forward. Miniſters wiſhed to ſeize upon 
_ thefloyal mind of the Engliſh nation, and raiſe groundleſs 


alarms. He had twice in that houſe mentioned the bow and 


arrow, or pop-gun plot, as it was termed. Miniſters, he 
maintained, had kept in priſon the perſons accuſed of it, 
whom they knew to be innocent. They had offered to libe- 
rate them upon giving bail. If theſe arr were innocent, 
why were they ſuffered to lie in priſon ? If they were guilty, 
or if there was any reaſonable cauſe of ſuſpecting them to be 
guilty, of the foul and wicked crime with which they were 
charged, why had the officers of juſtice liberated: them on 
bail? Was it poſſible that the houſe could be ſatisfied with 
che miſerable proofs adduced by the noble lord.?. The noble 
lord had been looking for plots with the utmoſt diligence 
and induſtry, but he could find none. Would the houſe de- 
_cide the moſt important ſubje ever offered to their con- 
fideration, upon vile ſcraps, and paltry: paſſages from pam- 
phlets, collected by rummaging old book ſhops, and turning 
up the dirt of every ſtall in London? Good God! in what 
place was it that he ſpoke ? To whom did he addreſs himſelf? 
How would the members of that houſe face their conſtituents, 
_ after facrificing every thing held valuable by their anceſtors, 
jf they ſhould agree to make that ſacrifice without all the 
information, and all the proofs, which the nature of the caſe 
would admit? What might convince them, might not have 
the ſame effect upon others. They ſhould conſider that they 
were all of them the ſervants of the people of England. They 
voted and acted in that houſe not in their individual capacity, 
. but as agents and attornies for others; and they would not 
perform their duty, if they could not ſatisfy the reaſonable 
enquiries of their conſtituents. 3 
| This meaſure he was ſatisfied would create that diſaffection, 
and encourage thoſe plots, the ſuppoſed exiſtence of which 
was made the pretext for its adoption. He deprecated nothing 
more than a revolution; but he believed it was nor impoſſible 
that the people might be driven to ſome violent remedy, ren- | 
dered by circumſtances plauſible, if not neceſſary. He ap- 
prehended little from the temper and diſcontent of the people, | 
except this Bill provoked their anger and their indignation. 
It might create diſcontents, and render a remedy 1 
Tres OT - N eir 
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theirs would be whenever they were driven to it, both plauſible 
and neceſſary. The conduct of the ſocieties, he conſidered _ 

himſelf bound to defend, becauſe the ſocieties were the objects 
of general obloquy and clamour: and as to the induſtrious. , 
and working part of the community, he reminded the houſe 
that they had never been unfaithful. An honourable and learned 
gentleman near him, (the Attorney-general), with tears in his 
eyes, had expreſſed his defire that his fon ſhould enjoy thoſe _ 
honours and emoluments which he had obtained ſolely by his 
_ induſtry 3 to which Mr. Sheridan faid, he muſt add, by his 
great talents alſo, and an unblemiſhed character. Let that 
Jon. Gentleman look to the ſituation of a man, who, with 
the ſcanty income of gs. a week, at the rate bread is at returns 
home to a wife and family of four or five children, in a miſe» 
rable lodging, and judge of his feelings Miniſters are ſecure 
in their penſions and places, and are therefore inſenſible of _ 
theſe hardſhips. Be it remembered, however, that the Britiſh 
nation is a grateful nation; and let gentlemen poſſeſſed of 
_ eſtates, to the merchants and manufacturers, who heard him, 
recollect whether they had ever ſeen a poor labouring man 
unthankful in his return for their bounty. It was not in the 
nature or the heart of Engliſhmen. If government were 
bounteous, they would not find the people diſſatisfied. Ne 
regretted the bad ſituation to which the country might be re- 
| duced by it, but he rejoiced that he had done every thing in 
his power to prevent it, Tod. Ls . 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he roſe not from an idea that 
his abilities would give additional weight to the arguments 
that had been adduced in favour. of the Bill; but his ſituation 
in the country, was ſuch as to convince him that he ought not 
to ſhrink at a moment when he heard dangerous and unconſti- 
tutional doctrines groundleſsly attributed to adminiſtration. 
So far from feeling that the rights, liberties, and happineſs 
of the people of this country would be invaded by the preſent 
Bill, he felt and was convinced, that the rights, liberty, and 
happineſs of the people, could not be effectually preſerved to 
them, if ſome ſuch meaſure as the preſent were not immedi- 
ately adopted. In his opinion if ſome meaſure were not 
adopted, the houſe would criminally neglect the ſafety of the 
conſtitution ; they would neither perform their duty, nor 
anſwer the expectations of the country. Impreſſed with this 
feeling, he was unwilling to give a ſilent vote. Before he 
came to the principal queſtion, however, he would diſcuſs 
one or two preliminary points. He reprobated the-idea of an 
Honourable Gentleman, who had in a ſtrange manner, charged 
1—ñ 8 OD. the 
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the higher orders of the people with intending to ſeparate 
their intereſts from thoſe of the lower claſs; ſuch an accu- 
ſation, he heſitated not to declare, a groſs calumny. If ever 
there was a country in which theſe clafles were united; where, 
from the humbleſt cottager to the monarch on the throne, 
all the intermediate ranks of ſociety were cemented and con- 
need by one continued chain, each giving aſſiſtance to the 
others, it was the country in which we live. To affert that 
a ſeparation between the rich and the poor had taken place, 
or ever would take place, was, he repeated it, a groſs ca- 
lumny. The union of theſe orders appeared from the con- 


neRion between maſter and fervant, landlord and tenant, and 


above all from the innumerable charities that were every 
where eſtabliſhed, from the parochial rates, and from various 
other benevolent inſtitutions, which would prove to the people 
that they were under the peculiar care of thoſe whom pro- 
vidence in its goodneſs had placed over them, nor did the 
ſtatute book contain an exception to this rule of general bene- 
volence. This very calumny againſt the higher orders of 
ſociety, formed a part of that dangerous ſyſtem againſt which 


they were called upon to protect the country. The Honour- 


able Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan} had ftated ſeveral facts to the 
houſe : he would not diſpute the powers of eloquence with 
which that Honourable Gentleman had dreſſed them; but he 
would aſſert that they were the Honourable Gentleman's own 
creation; and had no exiſtence but in his imagination. He did 


not mean to ſay that the war had not occaſioned ſome calamities. 


But he begged leave to ſay diſtinctly, that whatever were the 
calamities of the war, and all wars were naturally productive 
of calamities, and whatever were the evils reſulting from the 
ſcarcity, which he admitted God had been pleaſed to viſit the 
country with the laſt year, they could not be accounted the 


_ cauſes of the general ſcarcity, nor could it be proved that they 


had given rife to the opinions he ſo much reprobated as mil- 


chievous and baneful. | | 


What was the ſtate of the country in the years 1791 and 


| 17922 Where then was either war or ſcarcity ? The nation 


was in the moſt happy and flouriſhing condition, inſomuch, 


that at that time they were taking off the taxes that had been 
laid upon the pecple. Vet was it not equally true, that then, 


as at preſent, theſe principles had broken out, and manifeſted 
their operation in a progreflive courſe of ſedition? It was 


evident, therefore, that theſe were but pretexts, tending to 
inflame and agitate the humbler claſſes of the community. 


The wants of the lower orders had received the beſt allevia- 
nds nts NM 3 : 5 tdtilons 
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tions from the attention of the wealthy in their own diſtricts; 


and though it was not fo much his habit to talk of them as it Was 


of other gentlemen, yet he could feel the ſufferings of the poor, 


and admit their claims as extenſively as any man. Among other 


arguments urged againſt the Bill, it had been contended that it 
was contrary to the Bill of Rights, and that the Bill of Rights 


was invaded by it. He denied that there was any thing in, 


that memorable and ſacred declaration of our liberties, more 
than in any act of parliament, which in any way barred them 
ſrom taking the preſent , meaſures; nothing that prevented 


them from reviſing, altering, or ſuſpending its proviſions, as the 


weighty exigencies of the times might demand, Perhaps there. 
was ſomething in the Riot Act that was not ſtrictly reconcileable 


with the Bill: the Habeas Corpus too, in its ſuſpenſion, ſtood 


upon a ſimilar footing with the preſent meaſure, By the Bill of, 
Rights they were allowed to wear defenſive arms: there was no 
doubt of it; a man might do ſo; and yet the government had, 
ſince, by the authority of ſalutary and well- timed ſtatutes, diſ- 
armed whole diſtricts in the northern part of the kingdom; 


- 


and he never could allow himſelf to forget that the reſtric-. 


tion of this privilege had been extended throughout whole. 
counties, Venerating,as he did, almoſt to idolatry,thoſe anceſtors 
to whom we were indebted for the Bill of Rights, ſupremely, 
valuable as that recognition of the rights of the people was, it. 
was obtained by the demand of the houſes of parliament, and; 
it had been obtained by the parliament only. He ſaw now 
however, principles of action far different from thoſe which 
governed the illuſtrious leaders of that glorious revolution, 
:Ctuating and impelling thoſe gentlemen who continually pro- 
feſs their admiration of that event. The great patriots of that 
day were accuſtomed to look for the ſafeguard of their liberties, 
taeir property, and their religion, only from the energy and 
wiſdom of parliament ; whereas the modern doctrine was 
mat every good was to be expected from popular aſſemblies. 
It was objected to the Bill, that it prevented the right of peti- 
toning 3 ſo far from preventing the right of petitioning, it 
in fact ſecured it by directing it to its proper channel. What- 
ever good had been done by petitioning, he would venture to 
alert, had been entirely done by petitions under the pro- 
tection of eſtabliſhed laws, and not by tumultuous meetings: 
lach meetings might produce anarchy, but they could never 
© advantageous to the conſtitution. If gentlemen, would re- 
ict on the caſes in which petitions had tended to ſecure the 
liberty of the people, they would find that they had not orgi- 
ated from popular-. conventions -ircegularly held, but from 
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 Jegal aſſemblies. called together by ebüſtktutedd authorities. 


The petitions preſented on the Exciſe Bill and the India Bill 
were ſufficient proofs of this. He deprecated the idea of in- 
ſinuating ſuſpicions of improper conduct in magiſtrates, and 
ſaid it tended materially to weaken the neceflary authority of 
men in publick ſituations. With regard to popular meetings, 


tde Right Houourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, he ſaid, 
ſtood forward more frequently than any other political cha- 


racter in appeals to the people. He had diſplayed the moſt 
extraordinary willingneſs to reſort to them; ſo that it frequently 
happened, that he was without the door of the houſe, attacking 
miniſters with invective and aſperity one half of the day, where 


they ad no means of defending themſelves, and during the other 


half combating them within thoſe walls with the molt de termin- 
edinveteracy. In 1774, in order to excite the indignation o the 


5 public againſt miniſters, for their proſecution of the American 


war, the Right Honourable Genth man had diſplayed his 
oratorical talents on a ſtage erected for that purpoſe in Weſt- 
minſter-hall, with as little effect, however, as to the avowed 
purport of his deſign at that time, as there was ground to ap- 

xrehend would be the caſe with reſpect to his exertions on 2 

ate occaſion. Yet it had happened, that he was induced, 
no doubt, from conſcientious motives, to acknowledge the 
virtues, and connect himſelf with the political conduct of 


thoſe whom he had reprobated for ſo many years with every 


poſſible bitterneſs and ſeverity, = es 

Immediately after he had withdrawn himſelf from the ad- 
miniſtration of the Earl of Shelburne, the Right honourable 
gentleman had again appealed to hisffavourite popular meeting, 
at which, no doubt, many individuals were vehemently aſ- 


failed, who had no means of defending themſelves; a line of 


combat neither candid nor fair. Let the Houſe recollect the 
aſſociations in the year 1780; aſſociations, which, though 


_ commenced without any ſettled deſign, ground fatal in their 


conſequences. Had the Bill before the Houſe exiſted at that 


time, would the lives, liberty, and property of Engliſhmen 


have been ſo dreadfully violated, as they were in conſequence 
of the meeting held in St. George's Fields? An unfortu- 


nate, but deluded, noblemen * had the audacity to ſay, that, 


unleſs the Houſe of Commons acceded to the object of their 
petition, he would require their aſſent at the head of 165,009 
men. Since then they had experienced ſuch a lamentable in- 


ſtance of the dangers. reſulting from popular meetings; 


|  ® Lord George Cee. 


| Cr | | 
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ſince they had ſeen the evils which threatened the conſt ĩtution 
from ſuch combination, would they heſitate to paſs a Bill 
which could, in no view, be faid to take away the right of 
the ſubject, and which only directed it to a proper object. 
_ 'Theyought to take care how they played with the prejudices of 
a mob: they were not ſafe weapons to ſport with. Nothing 
could be more improper or more dangerous in a legiſlature, 
than to hold up the doctrine of reſiſtance to the people. 
That it was a rule to be laid down, was by no means true, 
as reſiſtance never could form a part of government. It muſt 
ariſe ſrom the diſſolution of government; nor could he avoid 
noticing the criminal indecency of imputing arbitrary mo- 
tives to ane part of the government, calling upon the legiſla- 
ture, which was one branch of government, to liſten to im- 
putations upon another. Whatever might be the conduct of 
the Right honourable gentleman in the years 1782 and 1783, 
he well recollected, that from 1770 to 1774, he had not reſorted 
to any means that the wiſdom of parliament did not ſuggeſt, 
though when he ſaid this, he was aware that their might be cir- 
cumſtances ſuited to particular periods of a man's life, and ma- 
turer age might not chuſe to adopt the conduct of youth. The 
Right honourable gentleman, from his earlieſt knowledge of 
him, had been a friend to the ſyſtem of popular meetings; but he 
doubted much whether he had imbibed any good principle 
from that ſyſtem, or eſtabliſhed any good principle by it. 
A large aſſembly had been convened the other day, at which 
that Right honourable gentleman preſided, and he had no 
doubt he had exerted himſelf with great activity and uncom- 
mon powers of voice; but could the 30,000 people, who 
were reported to be preſent, have been all benefited by his 
_ greateſt exertion of his faculties. He had certainly been 
much applauded ; had not thoſe, however, who were with him 
on the ſcaffold ſhared in that applauſe? He declared he had al- 
ways admired the Right honourable gentleman's talents, but 
he ſeriouſly thought they might be diſplayed more uſefully 
than on ſuch occaſions. That houſe he conſidered as a more 
proper ſtage on which that Right honourble gentleman might 
diſplay his abilities. I know (faid Mr. Dundas) he is able 
to battle us all.” The Right honourable gentleman would 
act in a more manly manner, if he had any charge to make 
_ a2ainſt perſons in adminiftration, to do it openly in the 
| Houſe, and not to arraign the conduct of men, who; from 
being abſent, were unable to defend themſelves. If the ma- 
Jority of the 30,000, who attended the meeting where the 
Right honourable gentleman preſided, had remained at home 
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in the exerciſe of honeſt induſtry, for the maintenance of their 
wives and children, it would, he was convinced, have been 
better for ſociety. The food dealt out to ae from the 


roſtrum was not the moſt wholeſome; 5 and, it was to be 
remembered, that ſuch as it was, the wives. of the. men preſent | 


had not their ſhare of it. 
If any good could come of theſe ſelf· conſtituted meetings, 


it would be by placing them under the eye of the legiſlature. 
Indeed he had flattered himſelf, that after the trials of Hardy 


and others, the good ſenſe of the nation would have cheched 
their further progreſs. But the meetings in St. George's 


Fields and Copenhagen Houſe had diſſipated theſe hopes. 
Mieetings of this kind would now therefore be placed under 
| the direction of a magiſtrate. acting at his peril. _ 


To the aſſertion of Mr. Sheridan, that miniſters had de- 


nied proof, he replied, that public notoriety was the beſt 
ground of proof; and the whole country had declared that 
me ſtrong and efficacious remedy was neceſſary. He put 
it to the wiſdom of the Houſe, whether, under all the exiſting, 


circumſtances, it was right that any individual ſhould have 


the power of aſſembling people for any buſineſs he thought 
proper. Between truſting to the diſcretion of individuals on 
the one hand, and the ditcretion of the magiltrate on the rn gale 

| he could not ſee the ſmalleſt room to heſitate. 
Mr, Fox ſaid, if he had much of that vanity, with refoeR to 
a conſciouſneſs df his talents and abilities which the Right ho- 
nourable gentleman had been pleaſed to impute to him, it t would, 
have begnino ſmall gratification to ſuch feelings to have formed 
the ſubjekl of not merely one, or two or three, but at leaſt 


four different ſpeeches, which he recollected the Right ho- 


nourable gentieman (Mr. Dundas) conſiderable in abilities 
himſelf, high in ſituation, and great in power, to have made 
upon his character and public conduct. On ſeveral occaſions, 
he remembered to have been publicly addreſſed from the ſame 
quarter, in a fimilar ſtile of catechiſm, upon his opinion re- 
ſpecting the extent and mode of reform in parliament, and 
reſpecting his ſentiments upon the influence of the crown and 
the proper limits of the royal prerogative. The Right. 


Fon. Secretary had at that time, received ſeveral hints from. 
his Right Hon. Friend near him (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) not to puſh his enquiries too far. On the preſent a 


occaſion, however, he was not fortunate enough to reap the 
benefit of ſo kind a hint, and therefore he would anſwer the 
different queſtions in the catechiſm as well as he was able, 
and with all che plaingcſs. and e in his power. The 
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| Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to allude to an 
event in Parliament that was antecedent to his (Mr. Dundas) 
being a member of that houſe; he meant the Middleſex elec- 
tion; the part that he had taken on that occaſion aroſe upon a 
queſtion of law, which was ſubmitted to the houſe for its 
opinion, and he gave his opinion upon the ſubject as a mem 
ber of that houſe; but the Right Hon. Gentleman was de- 
eived if he thought that he had ever ſaid one word on the 
point- contrary to the general rights of the people to meet and . 
diſcuſs every thing that related to their liberties, or was con- 
nected with their intereſts. * © i Or > | 
Prom the Middleſex election, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
| hadfproceeded to catechiſe him on the ſubje& of the American 
war, and by talking of his erecting a ſtage without doors, he 
ſeemed to ſpeak 5 6 ſome contempt of the manner in Which 
he (Mr. Fox) had ated at certain meetings, that were held 
at Weſtmitſter-hall and other places, upon theſe occaſions: 
he found himſelf accuſed with having pronounced invectives 
againſt perſons who were then in high authority. The Right 
Hon. Gentleman had forgotten the conduct which his Right 
Hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) had adopted, and thoſe eloquent 
ſpeeches he had at tnat time delivered, in which public ha- 
rangues to the people were deſcribed as the moſt agreeable 
and moſt uſeful duty which repreſentatives in parliament could 
diſcharge to their conſtituents. In anſwer to the charge, that 
he had, in a perſonal manner, attacked thoſe who had no op- 
portunity of appearing in their own defence, he had to ſay, 
that it was the duty of every man, and particularly of every _ 
member of parliament, when the conduct of the executive go- 
vernment was called in queſtion, to repreſent the characters 
and conduct of members in their true colours. What was 
the uſe or the value of a popular meeting, upon a political 
lubject, without that freedom? At meetings held in York=- 
thire and other places at that time, ſuch had been the practice 
of others. Although he had then ſpoken freely of goverment; 
when he oppoſed its meaſures, he was willing to allow others 
to oppoſe him. In the year 1784, for inſtance, the houſe 
would recolle& what had happened. Mr. Burke, in his em- 
phatical language, had called the parliamentary conduct of 
lome gentlemen the revolution of 1784. In that year, the 
houſe could not have forgotten how he had been oppoſed; - 
what invectives had been employed againſt him, and thoſe in 
places, where, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, he 
could not be preſent to anſwer. Did he ever make one un- 
manly murmur upon that occaſion? Did he* ever ee 5 


5 
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of that invective? Did he ever ſay one word againſt the fa. 

_ cred rights of the people to aſſemble and freely diſcuſs political 
ſubjects when thoſe diſcuſſions were againſt him? Wha would 
fay he ever did? Never in any one inſtance had he uttered a 

ſyllable that went to queſtion the right, or to blame the prac. 
tice, of holding public meetings of the people. He had en- 
deavoured to anſwer much of the reaſoning that had been 

urged againſt him at theſe meetings; but he had not ſaid a 
word againſt the propriety. of holding them; What was the 

principle of the preſent Bill? to reſtrain the exerciſe of fres 
diſcuſſion at all thoſe meetings. n 5 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had aſked, what advantages 
had reſulted to the country from thoſe political meetings dur- 

- Ing the American war? He did not mean to arrogate to 
himſelf any extraordinary ſhare in the oppoſition which he 

made to that war? It did not become him to ſay much upon 
that ſubject ; he truſted he might, however, be pardoned, if 
he ſaid that the popular meetings in queſtion, tended to haſten 
_ the concluſion of the war. Was the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man of that opinion, or was he not? What did he think 
of the meetings that were held at Norwich and at other places? 
Upon this, too, the Right Hon. Gentleman might have ſome 
information from one of his preſent friends *, if he wanted any 
information./ Thoſe meaſures went further than to pat an 
end to the war; they contributed to the correction of ſome 
of the abuſes of adminiſtration, ſince the celebrated Bill of Mr. 
Burke, which did that gentleman ſo much honour, was found- 
ed ou thoſe meaſures. Perhaps he ſhould be told, that all the 
meetings that had any effect 4indeed, he had been told ſo al- 
ready,) were called by the ſheriff; and that all that was faid 
at the meeting at Weſtminſter had no effect, becauſe it was 
not a meeting which had that authority. He wiſhed to 
know what magic there was in a meeting that was called by 
the ſheriff, in preference to any other public meeting? 80 
much of the ſubject therefore, as related to public meetings, 
he recollected with pleaſure and ſatisfaction. Public meet- | 
ings had contributed to put an end to the American war: and 
if he had ſaid ſome things againſt any of thoſe individuals who 
adviſed it, he was conſoled with the reflection that if he had 
| helped to ſhorten that deſtructive war only one year, he had 
Contributed to prevent the increaſe of the number of helplels 
orphans and mourning widows. He had contributed to leſſen 
the diſtreſs of the poor and friendlets. Let him not be told, 
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been made on miniſters in the 
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applauded him? His anſwer was, that he was not ſo vain as 
to expect it; he attended not for the purpoſe of receiving ap- 
lauſe, or commanding aſſent; he went for the parpoſe of 
learning the ſenſe of his conſtituents on the moſt important 
political topic which could be preſented for their deliberation, 
It was, he confeſſed, ſomewhat unpleaſant, particularly at his 
time of life, toattend popular meetings ; the labour and fatigue, 
however,he conſidered as the mcreſttrifles, when compared with 
the fate of the queſtion which had been ſubmitted to the inhabi- 
tants of Weſtminſter, whoſe applauſe at the meeting aroſe 
from the feeling which thoſe prefent had of the propriety of 
the meaſure they were met to adopt. This arofe out of the 
deteſtation they felt for the Bill before the houſe. In that 
view he ſaw the utility of ſuch meetings, and it was on that 
ground that he attended them. At that meeting the Bill 
met what it ought to meet, and what, if the public had any 
regard for their liberties, it would meet all over the kingdom, 
general execration and abhorrence. Execration that would 
be increaſed in conſequence of certain opinions that had been 
lately delivered in that houſe. Ihe more the public had that 
feeling (which, thank God, he exclaimed, they began to mani- 
feſt), the more he thought it his duty to give ſuch meetings 
his countenance ; meetings on which, perhaps, depended at 
this moment, the very eſſence of our conſtitution. That 
was his firm and ſincere opinion; and that he believed to be 
the opinion of the public; for very plain and very decided 
language muſt at this moment be ſpoken to fave the country 
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from ruin. hp „ 
Ibhe Right Hon. Gentleman had been pleaſed to pay him 

compliments on his talents, and had intimated a wifh that 
they ſhould never be exerciſed any where but in that houſe: 
To this he would anſwer, that he attended that houſe: not for 
pleaſure, but for duty; and he truſted that his attendance there 
might be more or leſs uſeful to the public; of how much uſe 
it was, it did not become nim to determine. The Right 
Fon. Gentleman then aſked, if he expected to convince that 
«great multitude by his eloquence? Moſt certainly he did 
not; as little did he expect to. convince that houſe. It had 
been ſaid, that the majcrity of that multitude came pre- deter- 
mined ; perhaps they did. Did the majority of that houſe 
come wholly undetermined ?- Was there no reſemblance be. 
tween the houſe and that meeting in that reſpect ? He had 
ſome experience of the houſe ; and whenever he wholly deſ- 
ö wap of perſuading the majority of the houſe on points where 


the conſtitution was at ſtake, he thought attending ſuch 9 55 
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ings as thoſe alluded to uſeful, becauſe it tended to enable him 
to arrive at the opinion of the public. Let this be ſtated to 
the houſe ; and if this had no effect upon it, his attendance 
there would be uſeleſs, and even burthenſome. 3 


L * . 


It was rather a curious matter of obſervation, that the de- 


| bates on the Bill had afforded the firſt occaſion, ſince the ac- 


ceſſion of the houſe of Brunſwick to the throne, of an open 
and parliamentary eſpouſal of the cauſe of the houſe of Stu- 
art, The preceding night it had been faid by an honourable 
baronet (Sir Francis Baſſet) that the idea had been borrowed © 
that evening by the Solicitor General, that though 'there had. 


been a revolution in the reigns of George the Firſt and Se- 


cond, it would not have been accompanied with the ſame 
dangers which would flow from a ſimilar event taking place 
at the preſent criſis ;- as in the former caſe, the deſcendants 
of the houſe of Stuart might have been reinſtated on the 


throne ; whereas, at the preſent moment, anarchy, and a ge- 
_ neral diſſolution of all the principles of civilized ſociety, 
would follow any diſpute about the conſtitutional rights of the. 


ſovereign. This was Jacobitiſm in perfection, and he was 
not at all ſurpriſed at hearing Jacobites come forward with 
ſuch reaſonings. What would the houſe of Stuart have done, 
had they been eſtabliſhed on the throne? They would have 
introduced the catholic religion inſtead of the Proteſtant. 
They would, perhaps, have put an end to parliament, reſumed 
the rights of juries, anl ſubverted the liberty of the preſs. 


They would not, it was ſaid, have invaded the rights of pro- 


perty, nor invented the deteſtable name. of French Equa- 


_ lity, the inroads of which our Britiſh heroes ſwear by their 


lives and fortunes to reſiſt. If, in the choice of dangers, a 
man muſt forfeit his life and property, in order to avoid a 
greater evil, (for the bleſſings of the conſtitution were out of 
tne queſtion, under the government of the Stuarts, which at 
preſent was ſuppoſed to be the alternative,) whatever might 
be the theoretical deſtruction, there 
difference between the alternatives. FR | 
Mr. Fox proceeded to notice what had been ſaid with re- 
gard to oppreſſion. That it would and ought to produce re- 
tiſtance, had been admitted; and yet gentlemen would not 
allow any thing to be copied from France. He ſhould be - 
glad to know wherein conſiſted the right of reſiſtancg, and 
tnat of the memorable expreſſion of La Fayette, that in cer- 
tan caſes, inſurrection became a holy right. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid, reſiſtance could never make any part of 


was very little practical 


| 2 legillative conſideration. Who had ſuid that it could ? T 
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what part of the country that doctrine was applied, he was per- 
fectly ata Joſs to know. Before he quitted this part of the ſubject 
he muſt make ſome obſervations on what the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had faid on the Bill of Rights, and the great reverence 
which hed been expreſſed for the Whigs of that -day. He had 
faid that the Bill of Rights had been altered by r. 
He ſaid the ſame thing. He believed that a 4 which the 
legiſlature could never touch, muſt be a bad one; circum- 
ſtances muſt govern the legiſtature as they govern every 
thing: but the Bill of Rights was a grave and ſolemn act, 
and not to be touched but upon grave and ſolemn occaſions, 
and that upon the molt mature deliberation. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had ſaid, that the political ſyſtem of that age was, 
that parliament was the only ſecurity to the people for their 
preſervation, and that out of parliament, were no rights 
maintained. The fact was otherwiſe. He had the ſanction 
of the moſt celebrated man in the reign of King William, _ 
when this principle was fully diſcuſſed, in favour of his aſ- 
ſertion. The marquis of Hartington moved a reſolution, 
c That it is the right of the ſubject to petition the king for 
the redreſs of grievances, or for calling parliament, or diſſolv- 
ing it.” This plainly proved, that the rights of the people 
were, at that time, defended out of parliament as well as in it, 
The attachment of the marquis of Hartington to the princi- 
ples of our conſtitution could not be doubted ; this was, there- 
fore, a proper reference ; indeed, the whole of the houſe of 
Cavendiſh had uniformly proved an attachment to the princi- 
* ples of freedom. He was forry, that not a branch of that 
illuſtrious family attended to oppoſe the Bill; he was glad, 
however, that not one of them ſupported it. : 
Another part of this ſubject to which he muſt advert, was 
a very important one. By the Bill, as it ſtood, an exception 
was made in favour of corporations and corporate bodies, 
and this was urged as an argument in favour of the Bill ; he 
conceived the diſtinction to be a bad one. Who did not 
know that property would have weight every where? That 
property ſhould have excluſive right any where, upon thought 
or upon ſpeech, was the very eſſence of injuſtice. It was 
an idea that tended to the diſſolution of all ſociety. In ano- 
ther place, report declared that a perſon of high authority, 
conſiderable talents, and great learning (the Biſhop of Ro- 
_ cheſter) had ſaid, that the maſs of the people had nothing to 
do with laws, but to obey them. This was not very con- 
ſiſtent with the religion which that great character profeſſed. 
lie trufted that the people of England would not Oy 
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ſurrender their indiſputable and hereditary right, whatever in- 
clination an arbitrary miniſter, or a ſupercilious prelate, 
might betray, to wreſt their poſſeſſion out of their hands. 
What a groſs and abſurd ſpecies of reaſoning was it to con- 
tend that, becauſe a man has not the good fortune to 
have a freehold qualification of forty ſhillings valued rent, he 
muſt not be allowed to ſpeak his ſentiments on ſubjects which 
involved his deareſt and moſt important concern, equally 
with thoſe of the moſt afluent, 
le did not intend to argue the queſtion of parliamentary 
reform, or what ſort of a reform there ought to be in that 
houſe ; on that occaſion, the idea that the Houſe of Commons 
was à virtual repreſentation of all the people of England, 
was, however, to be done away by the diſtinction in favour of 
boroughs ; the reſult of that diſtinction, if it was obtained, 
would be, that thoſe who had property in boroughs were to be 
free, and thoſe who had not were not to be permitted to 
meet for the purpoſe of petitioning. This diſtinction tended 
to make the ariſtocracy of that houſe ſtill ſtronger, and to do 
away the idea of there being any connection between the 
houſe and the maſs of the people. It tended to increaſe the 
monopoly in boroughs; and to tell the people, that the demo- 
cratic part of the conſtitution was not worth preſerving. The 
natural conſequence muſt be, that the intereſt of boroughs 
would increaſe, and thoſe of the reſt of the public would di- 
miniſh. The Bill, therefore, went to inſtitute a fatal diſ- 
tinction between the conſtituents and non- conſtituents in the 
kingdom; a diſtinction ſufficient to deftroy the harmony and 
peace of the country; to confute the only argument which 
could be adduced in oppoſition to parliamentry reform, and to 
convert the government of the country into. an ariſtocracy, ' 
or an oligarchy. e i Peder bs 
Another clauſe was almoſt too ridiculous to mention, 
namely, that which prohibited all public lectures delivered 
for money. What would become of the profeſſors of the 
different ſciences in the univerſities? Would they not be 
clearly involved in the operation of that clauſe? Even'in its 
molt qualified conſtruction, he could not conceive by what 
principle of policy a man was to be prohibited from acquir- 
ing his ſubſiſtence by inſtructing the people in the principles 
ol the conſtitution? He profeſſed he knew nothing of Mr. 
I helwall, and his lectures; if, however, they were innocent, 
why ſhould he be diſturbed ? If they were ſeditious or trea- 
ſonable, why was he not profecuted under the exiſting ſta- 
lutes? The ſame obſervations applied to the papers "_— 
5 „ | 1 5 ha 
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had been read by the noble lord (Mornington); if they were 
treaſonable, the authors of. them were amenable to the treaſon 

laws. He would not be underſtood as, in the ſmalleſt degree, 
giving an opinion whether they were or not, nor even whe- 
ther every ſeditious paper which was circulated ought to be 
ſubmitted to the courſe of law. He rather thought that a ju- 
_ dicious ſelection of the moſt glaring and dangerous ought to 
de made by the Attorney-generll.. 
Ihe general principle of the Bill was, he ſaid, a blow at the 
outworks of the conſtitution, neither more nor leſs than a 
daring attempt to ſubvert its very foundation and freedom of 
diſcuſſion. Upon the liberty of the preſs the baſis of the con- 
ſtitution was known to reſt. Fake theſe away, and the 
whole fabric muſt fall. No man would deny that there were 
many abuſes and defects in the practice of the conſtitution. 
Its chief value conſiſted in the excellence of the foundation; 
and, When that was deſtroyed, the reſt would not be worth 
preſerving. A remedy might have been found for almoſt any 
other ſhock which it could have received. Had Parliament 
thought proper to alter the ſucceſſion to the crown from the 
preſent family on the throne, dreadful convulſions would no 
doubt have enſued ; but the inveſtiture of a new prince with 
the ſovereign power might have quieted the commotion. Had 
Parliament made a bold and open attack upon the trial by 
jury, a ſpeedy remedy would have been found in the deluge 
of argument and declemation which would immediately have 
iflued from the preis. Petitions would have been poured in, 
remonſtrating againſt the aflault on public liberty ; and the 
voice of the people, raiſed with unanimity and maintained 
with firmneſs, would have awed the proudeſt miniſter into 
ſubmiſſion. When, however, the power of (peaking was 
taken away, what was there left but the patience of implicit 
ſubmiſſion? What hopes could be entertained that griev- 
ances would be removed, when thoſe who felt them dared not 
complain? In ſuch a caſe it would coſt him little anxiety 
that a ſpirit of reſiſtance was found impoſſible to be ſuppreſſed. 
He believed a ſpirit of diſcontent to be pretty general in the 
country at preſent; and he had no heſitation in ſaying that it 
originated in a bad government, in wicked and ruinous mea- 
ſures, and in the blind and unmeaning confidence which the 
people had too long repoſed in an Tarpon and deſperate 
adminiſtration. Ihe diſcontent might, perhaps, exiſt in 
ſome degree previous to the war; but he affirmed, that it had 
ſpread in conſequence of it into a much more general and 
alarmipg extent. If the diſcontent originated in F rench prin- 


ples, 
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ples, it was indebted for its currency to the meaſures of Bri- 
tiſh miniſters. He wiſhed to bring them to iſſue upon this 
point. They faid the people of England are loyal; ſo faid he. 
They aſſerted that there were malcontents in the country; in 
that he alfo agreed. He would nevertheleſs aſk, whether the 
danger to be apprehended from French principles was greater 
at preſent or two years ago? Let them ſay either the one 
or the other; he entreated them, for God's ſake, not to lay 
dot. For his own part, he thought it was greater than at 
prefent. If it was, he demanded if the increaſe of danger was 
not owing to the calamitous war, which was unjuſtly com- 
menced, and had been unfortunately proſecuted ? If the dan- 
ger was diminiſhed, why would they apply a more hazardous 
remedy, than when the diſeaſe was deſcribed as raging with . 


its utmoſt fury? Whatever was the degree of danger in 


which the country ſtood, he was firmly of opinion that it 
would be creed, rather than leſſened, by the remedy pro- 
poſed, The danger had principally ariſen from a ſyſtem of 
terror which miniſters had adopted; and the moſt effectual 
mode of prolonging the danger was by ns, e ſyſtem, 
of which the preſent Bill ſeemed to form a moſt prominent 
part. . | | | 


With regard to the danger of univerſal ſuffrage and annual 


parliaments, they had been repreſented as the cauſe of the ſub - 
verſion of the old French government, and they were de- 
ſeribed as the inſtruments employed by the Correſpondin 
Society to demoliſh the Britiſh conſtitution. He profeſſe 


Dimſelf no friend to either the one or the other; he quoted the 


high authority of the duke of Richmond, by whom they had 
been ſupported, and thence inferred, that the opinions of thoſe 
in the higher and lower ſtations of ſociety were treated in a 
very different ſtyle of reſpect. When the members of 
Correſponding Societies at this time think, as the duke of 
Richmond thought ſome years ago, a general outcry is raiſed, 
and it is exclaimed, Will you preſume to touch the ſacred 
ark of the con ſtitution with unhallowed hands? Nothing, 
however, is ſaid, when a miniſter comes forward, not, indeed, 
with unhallowed hands, (a miniſter's hands are like thoſe of 
the high-prieſt of old, which it would be ſacrilege even to look 
at) not to touch it only but to tear it to pieces. 
The ſole reaſon aſſigned for this outrage againſt the conſti- 
tution was, that when new occaſions offer, new changes mutt _ 
take place. Nothing new was neceſſary on the decay of Old 
Sarum, and the annihilation, bur the name of the jrotten, bo- 
rough. of England; the late meeting of the CONS 
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Society had however;uſhered in anew æra in the hiſtory of the 
world. He urged upon the ſerious conſideration of miniſters, 
the ſituation into which they had reduced the country, and 
wmp'ored them to abandon a ſyſtem pregnant with ruin; and 
to employ every lenient and conciliatory means to gain the 
affections of the people, and attach them to the conſtitution, 


He ſaid he knew there was a ſpirit in the country to ward of 


the ravages of anarchy ; he hoped alſo there was a ſpirit to 


reſiſt the ſtrides of oppreſſion. . Mr. Fox concluded by 


ſaying, that he would not contend that the war alone was the 
cauſe of the fcarcity of proviſions ; but that it was an inte- 
al part, one of the principal cauſes of the ſcarcity, could not be 


: iſputed. As long as it continued, the ſame effect would be 


continually increaſing, and muſt alfo be felt for a conſiderable 


time after peace ſhould be concluded; for this was not one 


of the caſes in which there were reaſonable grounds for ex- 


pecting that, * /ub/ata cauſa tollitur efectus.“ 


The Solicitor General offered a few remarks in the way of 


Explanation. 


Sir Francis Baſſet defended' himſelf from an inſinuation 
which be conceived to have been made againſt him by 
Mr. Fox, of having uſed language which might be conſtrucd 


Into an avowal of ;acobitical principles. He would not retort 
upon the Right Honourable Gentleman by a charge of his 


being a tavourer of principles that were jacobinical, though 
his ſpeech of that night ſavoured of them a little more f{trongly 


that was uſually heard in that houſe. He thought it neceſſary 


to ſay thus much, as it was of infinitely more importance ts 


plain men like him not to be miſrepreſented, than it was to 


perſons of Mr. Fox's powers, who were always capable of 


_ Explaining any thing in which they conſidered themſelves to 


be miſinterpreted or miſunderſtood. . 1 5 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that as he had re- 
peatedly delivered his fentiments upon the Bill, he felt but 
little inciined unneceſſarily to take up the attention of the 
houſe, particularly as moſt part of what had been already 
faid that day had little connection with the queſtion, Under 
this deſcription he did not include the compariſon which 
Mr. Fox had thought proper to draw between a revolution 


in this country in favour of the houſe of Stuart, and a revo- 


lution in favour of that kind of government which French 
principles would recommend and jnculcate, No man could 
be more ſenſible than he was of the dreadful calamities that 
the nation would ſuſtain by the re- eſtabliſhment of a popiſh 


Pretender, WhO would, no doubt, endeayour to ſubvert our 


liberties, 


\ 


* 
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liberties, . our religion, and our laws, and poſſibly he might 


fucceed in his object. He had no heſitation, however, in 


declaring, that were he to chooſe between two ſuch horrible 


alternatives, he would chearfully prefer the reſtoration of the 
pretender to that cruel and deſolating ſyſtem of anarchy, 
which would radically deftroy all thofe principles by which 
ſocial order was maintained. He ſerupled not to agree with 


the Right Honourable Gentleman in declaring, that were we 


under the fame circumſtances that preſſed on our anceſtors, 
we ſhould be equally ready to make the ſame ſacrifices that 


they had done in fo neceſſary a reſiſtance; and he further ad- 


mitted, that when we expreſſed ourſelves equally willing to 
riſk our lives in an oppoſition to either fee. or jacobini- 
cal principles, we had no more to offer, nor were we any 
longer to ſeek for any practical difference. It happened con · 
veniently for his purpoſe, that the arguments and illuſtrations 
employed by the Right Honourable Gentleman, ' furniſhed: 
him with materials which would ſerve for an anſwer to moſt 
of his arguments, as for as he had urged” any thing cloſely 


connected with. the ſubject. Of this compariſon between the! 
two kinds of revolutions alluded to in particular, without 


a'tempting to reaſon on which ſide the choice ought to pre- 
pondetate, it was ſufficient to ſay, that we were ready with 
our lives to reſiſt the introduction of either. ee, 
Here then the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he wiſhed 
to pauſe, and beſeech the Right Hon. Gentleman to adopt the 
lage counſels of his anceſtors, with the ſame ardour which he 
expreſſed when he declared his deſire to imitate the valour of 
their arms. Our anceſtors expelled the family of the Stuarts, 
and eſtabliſhed the glorious and immortal revolution; in the 
frit inſtance by the ſword; but their bravery might have 
been ineffeQtual, if they had not ſecured their object by legiſ- 


lative proviſions. It was in this manner, more than by per- 
ſonal yalour, that they preſerved the conſtitution, What was 


the Bill of Rights itſelf, but a meaſure adopted by our anceſ. 
tors in conſequence of their finding themſelves under new cir- 


cumſtances ? They declared it to be high treaſon to diſ- 


pute the Queen's authority, to deny that the Parliament was 


competent to confine and limit the ſucceſſion, and, finally, to 
render attempts to introduce a ſyſtem, different from that 


which they had eſtabliſhed by the laws, feloniouſſy penal. Upon 
examining the preſent Bill it would be found, that their exam 
plewas rigidly adhered to, and preventive meaſures. reſorted to 
on motives of policy and prudence, in order to guard againſt 


that extreme which would make it neceſſary for many to riſk 
Vox. I. 1795. e 9 OR 
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their lives in a conteſt, and be involved in all the miſeries that 
attend a civil war. One great recommendation of this tem- 

porary meaſure was, that it ſtrictly adhered to the examples 
of former times; and while it added to the general ſecurity, 
made no innovation on the conſtitution, or, in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, weakened the ſpirit of the laws. Our anceſtors, in 
times of danger, and even during that interval which took 
Place between the depoſition and reſtoration of the monarchy, 
_ adhered, as much as fo peculiar a ſituation would admit, to 
ancient forms, and conducted the publie buſineſs by means 
of both houſes of parliament, if that aſſembly could properly 
be called a Parliament, when it was actually deprived-of one 
of its component part. „ | 
Were there no precedents, no land-marks, to guide their 
proceedings on the preſent emergency? In days of difficulty | 
and danger, which had threatened one branch of the legiſla- 
ture, and when doubts had ariſen reſpecting the competency 


= of parliament to legiſlate in one particular caſe, limiting the 


ſucceſſion of the crown ; our anceftors made a law ſuitable to 
the occaſion. But at this time what was the enemy that we 
had to contend with and what the matter to be repelled? Not 
an attack upon. one branch of the legiſlature, not a doubt 
about the right to legiſlate in a particular caſe ; the right to le- 
giſlate at all was queſtioned, and the legality of monarchy it- 
ielf in any ſhape was denied. Was that, he begged to'aſk a 
proper time to fit ſtill, and refrain from taking vigorous and ef- 
fectual meaſures, merely becauſe they might deviate in ſome 
degree from eſtabliſhed practice? The parallel that had been 
attempted to be drawn between the meaſures of the executive 
government at this time, and thoſe of the houſe of Stuart, in 
no degree applied. In the days of the Charles's, the people 
were above all taught to look up to Parliament for ſafety and 
protection: they might undoubtedly look elſewhere for affiſt- 
ance, but Parliament was the center'in which all their hopes 
and dependence reſted, and in which alone they were led to 
expect redreſs for their grievances : ſuch had been the exam- 
ple of their anceſtors at the revolution, and as it was before 
their eyes, it ought to regulate their proceedings. The Ho- 
nourable Gentleman he obſerved, had talked of riſking his life 
in defence of the conſtitution; that was not required; the 
Honourable Gentleman was only called upon to apply ſuch ſa- 
lutary laws to the preſent ſtate of the country as the circum- 
ſtances demand, and the riſkiag of lives, for the preſent at leaſt, 
would be unneceſſary: but precaution muſt be taken in time. 
The revolution ĩtſelf might be inſtanced as a ſtrong proof of the 
| ke e | propriety 
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propriety of the meaſure, At the revolution the crown became 
vacant; our anceſtors in their wiſdom retained the forms of the 


conſtitution, and conſidered it to be ſtill ſubſiſting. The two 


houſes of parliament and not the body of the people, were re- 
ſorted to as the means by which the legiſlature, in its collec- 
tive and entire form, was to be reſtored ; this proved that with 
parliament alone, the right of making alterations in the laws 
had always reſted. A Sno 8 

The next point to be conſidered had been inſiſted upon 
much in the houſe, and, as he underſtood, made very induſtrious 
uſe of out of it, vi. that the preſent Bill was calculated to create 
a difference, and. cauſe a ſeparation between the lower and the 
higher orders of the people. The effect of this Bill, he was 


ready to maintain, would be diametrically the reverſe. The 


fyſtem of dividing the orders of the community was that 
which formed the grand ſpring and power of Jacobiniſm, 
which the preſent Bill was evidently calculated to oppoſe, to 
check, and to ſuppreſs. It was by exciting the envy and 
| hatred of the poor againſt thoſe in higher ftations, by hold- 
ing out to them the hope of exchanging their conditions, 
and by repreſenting property as the ealy prey of the indigent, 
the idle, and the licentious, that the profligate. principles of 
Jacobiniſm had ſucceeded in deſtroying all ſocial order in France, 
and the ſame end had been aimed. at by the ſame means, in all 
other parts of Europe. | res 


Under our happy conſtitution, he believed there was no 


man of rank or property, at this time, ſo negligent of his 


duty, and ſo unacquainted with his intereſt, as to draw a 
ne of ſeparation between himſelf and thoſe that were below 


him, in rank, affluence, or degree. What nation in the 


world did exiſt, ar had been known to exiſt, in which, the 
great and the low were placed at fo little a diſtance, and fo 
_ Nightly ſeparated? A continued and well cemented con- 
nection, which could not eaſily be difloived, was ſo viſible, 
that it was impoſſible to fix upon any link in th general chain 
where the union of the parts did not immediately appear. 
| The middle claſs derived ſupply, vigour, and ſupport, from 


that below it; diffuſed it through all around; communicate] ' 


and received reciprocal aid from that which was above it; 
and an animating ſpring gave that activity and general cir- 


culation of benefits to the whole, which compoſed the order 


of well regulated ſociety. 


The manner by which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
attemped to prove that the tendency of this Bill was to make 


ſuch invidious diſtinctions was moſt extraordinary. The 
By ED ; 
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Bill had bee beld out, as a Bill which proſcribed all meet- 
ings whatioe / er from petitioning parliament, except ſuch as 
were licened. So far from this, the Bill left all eſtabliſhed 
meetings preciſely as they were before. The requiring a li- 
cenſe had been ſtated in all cafes as an intolerable evil, it was 
nevertheleſs, ſingular enough, that rt to require: a licenſe 
was conſidered as a ſtill worſe evil, on account of the par- 
tiality of the principle. Let him aſk, what was the partia- 
ty? Was it that all other meetings but thoſe that were 
licenſed were to be aboliſh:d? No ſuch thing; they were 
merely to be put under ſome new reſtrictions, which ſhould 
make them more reſemble the regular meetings, which were 
not to be ſubjected to a licenſe. 5 
To come to the main queſtion, It was diſtinctly this. 
Firſt, does the Bill fo abridge and limit the right of petition- 
ing parliament as to Jeave it inſufficient for the purpoſe of 
affording due conſtirutional ſecurity? Secondly, does the 
Bill impoſe any ineffectual, ſuperfluous, and unneceffary re- 
ſtraints? In order to judge upon theſe queſtions, he would 
conſider what were the lim:tations impoſed by the Bill on this 
Tight of petitioning. A previous notice of the intended meet- 
ings was, in certain Cafes, to be required, The meetings 
of corporate bodies were not required to give any notice 
whatever; meetings called by a ceitain number of juitices, 
meetings called by the lords lieutenant of counties, or by ſheriffs, 
were all excepted from the obligation; how unfair then was it 
to call the Bill, as it had been called, an extinction: of the 
right to petition,” when, in fact, that channel through which 
petitions uſually come, was {till left open; and he was as 
ready as any man to admit broad!y, that ſuppoſed or real griev- 
ances might, as maiter of right, be preſented to Parliament by 
all ranks of people. H: muſt, however, at the ſame time re- 
mark, that he did not conſider thoſe to be the beſt friends of 
the conſtitution, or the lower ranks of people, who were al- 
ways goading them to bring forward pctitions, and encou- 
raging the agi:ation and diſcuſſion of public affairs ; among 
thoſe too who, of all men, from their education, their habits 
of life, and their means of information, were indiſputably the 
leaſt capable of exerciſing ſound judgment on ſuch topics. 
The right of petitioning then remained as formerly, excepting 
in certain caſes, to Wich he had alluded. * 1 . = 
- With regard to the obiervations made by the Rt, Hon. Gent. 
in his interference for procuring a more equal repreſentation of 
the people in parliament, he ſaid, he would do him the jul- 
Lice to iay, that he never had encouraged the wild, viſionary, 


< 
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and miſchievous. plan of univerſal fuffrage and annual .parli- 
aments. He had felt, what every man of ſenſe and obſe rva- 
tion muſt feel, that the Houſe of Commons, com poſed as it 
Was, was the virtual repreſentation. of the people of England; 
the ſole matter in doubt was, whether the mem bers had ſuch 
an identity of intereſt with thoſe who had no voi ce in election 
of repreſentatives, as would ſecure to the latter, the conſi- 
deration, to which, as Engliſhmen, they ought to be entitled. 
In the meetings held upon that ſubject formerly, though ſome 
of them had not been regularly convened” by the  ſheriffs, he 
well remembered that their proceedings were looked to with 
more jealouſy than the proceedings of thoſe meetings which 
were aſlembled in a regular manner... AX 
do little had been urged in oppoſition, to the proviſions 
of the Bill, that it was unneceflary for him to argue much 
in their defence, The notice to be given of meetings held 
avowedly for the diſcuſſion of public meaſures, had been ſa 
modified as to retain little of that formidable appearance in 
which gentlemen at firſt repreſented it to bear; indeed, the 
| honourable gentleman himſelf had confeſſed, it was that 
part of the Bill to which he ſaw the leaſt obje:tion. So ne- 
ceflary did public advertiſements, in order to convene large 
bodies of men on political queſtions, ſtrike him to be, 
that the clauſe would ſeem a ſuperfluous pre-aution, if it 
were not for the peculiar conſtruction of the Correſponding 


ſocieties, which, by their diviſions and ſubdiviſions, had not 


only the means of ſecret communication, but alſo of prompt 
execution of their deſigns, however alarming, however dan- 
It had been much inſiſted on that a main objection to the 
Bill was, that theſe meetings were hereafter to be held under 
the inſpection of magiſtrates, The force of this objection 


would ſurely be done away, when it was conſidered that this 


proviſion only ſet all other meetings on the ſame footing with 
thoſe which had always been authoriſed in their corporate ca- 
pacities; for in regular meetings the ſheriff was neceſſarily 
and of courſe always preſent. The next point complained 


of, had been the mode of diſperſing of meetings. Was it pcſ- 


ſible for the houſe not to have felt the danger of ſome la e 


meetings, and did they not feel the neceſſity of checking them? 
If oy did not, he would only ſay, that this was not the time 
to trifle, if they did not ſeize the opportunity of applying a 


preventive, they might ſoon loſe the power of exerciling their 
own functions in that houſe. For this reaſon it was highly 
neceſſary to grant new diſcretionary power to magiſtrates, a 


degree 
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degree of additional power, guarded by the degree of additiona 
an athched bs) ia: He — 
aſtoniſhment at one argument coming from a quarter from 
vrhich he leaft 8 it, a declaration that ſtruck at the 
very foundation of the adminiſtration of public juſtice in this 
country. A learned 'gentleman, of the firſt profeſſional cha- 
racter and practice, of the fineſt talents, the molt brilliant 


abilities and the higheſt fame, had urged as an argument 


againſt the Bill, and put it in a general and unqualifie] man - 
ner, that the magiſtracy of the country were neceſſarily cor- 


rupt; an invective againſt a body of perſons, to whole exer- | 
tions, in their ſituation, the country owed the moſt ſignal 


ſervices. With equal furpriſe he had heard the ſame learned 
and Honourable Gentleman Ae Erſkine) who, while he 
arraigned the diſcretion granted to the magiſtrates under this 
Bill, acknowledged at the ſame time, that they were already 
authoriſed to exerciſe the ſame powers under the exiſting 


laws, namely, the Riot Act, and a ſtatute of Henry IV. 


which had been alluded to 8 the judge (the late Lord Mans- 
field) on the trial of Lord George Gordon. Without inſiſt- 
ing, for the preſent, on the illiberality of the ſuggeſtion, its 


inconfiſteney was glaring, and it might be proper to conſider, 


in another point of view, how a meeting convened by a 
theriff could be eſteemed a meeting held only by permiſſion of 
His Majeſty's miniſters. That ſheriffs were appointed by his 


Majeſty, from liſts made out by the judges of affize, of the 


perſons moſt capable of ferving that office, was certainly true. 
Although the office of ſheriff was an office of dignity and 
honour, were he to aſk, whether his Majeſty in conferring it, 
| beſtowed a favour which called for any great gratitude on the 


part of the receiver, he believed that in moſt inſtances he 
mould be anſwered in the negative. Added to this, when the 


appointment was once conferred, the king had no power to 


remove the perſon appointed ſheriff ; and upon the whole, 


there was ſcarcely any office which was attended with a 
greater degree of independence. Other magiſtrates, who 


exerciſed offices for which, as all our law writers declared the 
nation was indebted to them, and who, in the ſervice of their 
country, every day expoſed themſelves to inſults and dangers, 
he could not but lament that any profeſſional gentleman ſhould 
be found to ſpeak of them with ſuch undeſerved indignity. It 


well merited the cloſe examination of gentlemen, he ſaid, to 
what extent, and to what extent only, the powers of magiſ- 


trates under the preſent Bill went to prevent meetings, if 
their deſigns ſeemed calculated to obtain redreſs through ow | 
bye dp re eormce „ e 


owned he felt ſome 
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other medium than the legiſlature, and to diſperſe them, if the 


magiſtrates were of opinion, that the proceedings held, or the 
ſpeeches delivered at any meeting had an illegal tendency. 
In fine, the,fole object of the Bill was, that the people ſhould 
look to parliament, and to parliament alone, for the redreſs 


of ſuch grievances as they might have to complain of, with a 


_ confident reliance of relief being afforded them, if their com- 


plaints ſhould be well founded and praQically remediable. 
That it ſhould be underſtood that the condition of no man 


was ſo abject, but he could find a legal means of bringing 
his grievances before his repreſentatives in parliament, an 


ſubject them to their conſideration ; but that he would not 


leave a door open, through which a torrent might ruſh in, 
and overwhelm the conſtitution. It behoved them to take 
care that menaces were not conveyed to parliament under the 
pretext of petitions, and that they were not made the vehicles 
of indirect libels, fabricated at meetings convened under the 
ptetence of 129 different objects, by men whoſe real purpoſe 

it was to undermine arid ſubyert the conſtitution. After 


_ a conciſe but pointed ſeries of anſwers to the ſeveral objections 


that had been urged againſt the Bill, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer concluded by ſaying, that, upon the whole, a juſt 
compariſon ought to be made between the evils that might 
follow from this Bill, and the dangers that might ariſe were 
the houſe to reject it. The balance being ſtruck on this al- 
ternative, the next queſtion was, whether it was not neceſlary 


that the people ſhould know it was to parliament alone that 


they muſt look for any alteration of the law, and that, when 


their grievances were known and ſtated, they would not look 


to parliament in vain for redreſs? The houſe and the public 
were equally intereſted in this Bill, and ſo was every 2 of 
the people, as fair and conſtitutional petitioners; it therefore 
only remained for gentlemen to decide whether they did their 
duty beſt for the intereſts of their conſtitutients or not, by en- 
tertaining or rejecting a Bill founded on ſuch principles. 

Mr. Erftine explained. He declared he only ſaid, that, by 
the preſent laws the magiſtrates would have the power to diſ- 
perſe meetings held for ſeditious purpoſes, or likely to tend to 
ſedition; and he muſt perſiſt to contend it never was in the 
contemplation of the law to prevent the meeting of the people, 


to conſult on their grievances, to repreſent them decently, 


and preſent petitions to any branch of the legiſlature, 3 
Lord Hood roſe merely to offer a few obfervations on the 


late meeting at Palace yard. The number of which that 


meeting was faid to conſiſt, ſeemed to him to have been 
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exceedingly exaggerated. Gentlemen had talked of 30, 


perſons being preſent; he had been aſſured that the number 


did not exceed 5000. Whatever might have been the 
number, his lord{hip profeſſed bimſelf ready to confeſs, that 
the meeting had obſerved the greateft order and decorum, 
and that the few words he was deſirous of addrefling to them, 


were received with ſilence and attention. 


le attended the meeting in Palace-yard, and had requeſted 
many of his friends to attend it, becauſe it was his inten- 
tion to object to its proceedings, as he could not con- 


ſider it competent to expreſs the ſentiments of the houſeholders 


of Weſtminſter. Phe unanimity of opinion againſt the mea- 
ſures before the houſe, was not fo perfect as from appearances 
ſome gentlemen were led to ſuppoſe or choſe to repreſent ; a 


at number, certainly held up both their hands in approba- 


© tion of the reſolution propoſed to them, ſtill he knew there 
were many preſent who held up zo hand at all, but remained 


K. 


_ filence ſpectators of what paſſed. 8 80 5 
Mr. Fox expreſſed his ſatisfaction on hearing the noble lord 
bear teſtimony to the peaceable and orderly behaviour of the _ 
meeting, and have the honeſt candour to confefs that the 
obſervations 'and objections he had to offer, were received 
with becoming attention and reſpect; eſpecially as this 
Confeſſion of the noble lord completely refuted the accounts 
given of the meeting by certain perſons and public prints, 


who aflerted that one ſide only was heard, and that no reſpect 


or attention was paid to the other. With regard to the 


for ke won of perſons preſent, Mr. Fox faid, he could 


not tilke upon himſelf to aſcertain: all he could ſay was, that 


the meeting was far more numerous than any other he 
had e together on a fimilar occaſion, either 


at Covent rden or elſewhere. Much leſs would he 
pretend to ſay, that all thoſe who attended at the meeting 
gers of Weſtminſter, for ſuch was not the 

intention of thoſe who adviſed or called the meeting; their 
with was, that it ſhould be compoſed of the inhabitants 
of Weſtminſter at large, all of whom were equally affected 


were houſhol 


by the preſent meaſures, againſt the paſſing of which they had 


aſſembled to remonſtrate.. | 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, he felt and had long ſeen the ne- 
ceſſity of ſpeedily adopting ſome ſtrong and effectual meaſure 


in order to ſtem the torrent of ſedition and political poiſon 
that ſo widely read, and threatened to overwhelm and 
jufect the whole country. He declared, he could not approve 
the meaſure propoſed in all its parts. It appeared to 3 
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objectionable in two points: one that which entruſted ma- 
giſtrates with a diſcretionary power, for the exerciſe of which 


he thought no man adequately qualified; the other; that 


which prohibited all public lecturing on any. given ſubjeR, 
without a licenſe, whereby he conceived the diffuſion of uſeful 
knowledge would be checked, and impediments raiſed againſt 
the cultivation and improvement of the arts aed ſciences. He 
thought it right to ſtate theſe objections, but ſaid he would, 
nevertheleſs, vote for the ſecond reading of the Bill, with- 
out pledging himſelf to give it any further ſupport, unleſs the 
proviſions which appeared to him obnoxious were meliorated 
or withdrawn. M „ | „ 
Sir John Rous, in alluſion to an obſervation made by Mr. 
Sheridan, ſaid, that he, for one, would not fear or heſitate to 
face his conſtituents, though he commended and would vote 


for the meaſure then under diſcuſſion, with the neceſſity of which 


both he and they were deeply impreſſed. In proof of this, 
he read to the houſe the reſult of a meeting held by the free- 
holders of the county of Suffolk, in which they inſtructed their 


repreſentatives to ſupport every meaſure that could tend to 
the ſafety and ſecurity of his majeſty's perſon and government, 


and to check thoſe ſeditious aſſemblies which had ſo juſtly 
alarmed the nation. | 3 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid a few words in explanation, after which 
the queſtion being loudly and repeatedly called for, the houſe 
divided... BE „ 
Ayes (for the ſecond reading) 
Mes : 5 8 92 5 


Majority 5 „„ The 8 : 170 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, November 186, 


— 


The land and malt Bills were read a ſecond time. —Ad- 


Journed, 
_ HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
4 WEDNESDAY, November 18. | 
A petition of the Mayor, Aldermen, and chief Burgeſſes, of 


the borough of Newport, in the Ie of Wight, in common hall 


aſſembled, was preſented to the houſe and read ; ſetting forth 
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$750 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS, [Conmons; 
that obſerving, by the votes of the houſe, that a committee is 
appointed to take into conſideration the preſent corn laws, the 
petitioners beg leave to obſerve, that, in their opinion, an 
effectual means of leſſening the preſent high price of corn will 
be by prohibiting the ſale of corn by ſample, and of courſe to 
compel the farmer to bring his corn to market, and that, with- 
in the laſt ten years, this practice of bringing by ſample, has 
become almoſt univerſal, and few loads of corn are now ſeen 
in the market at Newport, whereas, ſome few years back, two 
hundred waggon loads have been frequently ſeen there on a 
market day; that the good effects of bringing corn to market 
were, that a poor perſon might buy a ſack or ſmall quantity 
Hited to his purſe, at the firſt and cheapeſt hand, and beſides, 
that it contributes to lower the price, for the corn being 
brought to market, the farmer was content to ſell it cheaper 
rather than carry it back again; and another good and plea- 
{ing effect was produced, that it tended to ſhew the ſtock and 
abundance of the country, when the farmers from the different 
arts exhibited their ſtores to public view; and therefore pray- 
ing, that the practice of ſelling corn by fample may be diſ- 
countenanced by the houſe, and that ſuch other meaſures for 
reducing the price of corn may be adopted, as the wiſdom of 
the houſe ſhall ſuggeſt, _ 3 SHR EEE 
\ Referred to the Select Committee on the corn trade. 
LABOURERS IN HUSBANDRY. 


Mr. I/hitbread aid, that at this critical. period, he 
found himſelf much intereſted by the ſituation and diſtreſſes of 
an important and reſpectable claſs of people in this country; 
he meant thoſe who were employed in the laborious part of the 
various branches of huſbandry : the labouring poor were, 
in his idea, the moſt valuable part of the community, taken 
in ſeveral points of view, and yet, in many parts, of Great 
Britain, no other deſcription of (abjacts ſuffered ſo much from 
the hardſhips of their ſeveral occupations in times of diſtreſs, 
particularly from their not having any means to romedy their 
ſufferings. For many years paſt the price of proviſions had 
been fo high, ti at the wages paid for the ſervices of the 

labouring poor; (though, in ſome counties, throughout the 
kingdom, more than others,) were utterly diſproportionate to 
their ſervices, under the grievoully high price of g orn for ſome 
months paſt, no claſs of people had Tile reg more, and to their 
credit he would add lufee more patiently the hardſhips of 
their condition. They had not aſſumed, as others had, the 
pedreſs of their grievances, they were therefore the more en- 


titled. 
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titled to the particular attention of the Houſe. Artiſans, arid 


othtr working people, contrive, at times of public ſcarcity; - 


and at periods when they deem it juſtifiable to demand an ad- 
vance of wages, and frequently oblige their employers to 


ſubmit” to it, but huſbandmen had no fſueh remedy at 
band, it conſequently became the peculiar duty of parliament 


* 


to provide for their relief. 


. 


ever, it had become obſolete, one great reaſon was becauſe as 
it empowered the magiſtrates to fix the price of labour en- 
tirely in favour of thoſe who employed while the labourer was 
unprovided with means of eaforcing his claims, the law there- 
fore operated entirely in favour of the opulent, and left the 


working man at his diſcretional conſideration, or at the mercy: 


of the juſtices, who had long ceaſed to take the ſubject under 
their cogniſance. Mr. Whitbread ſaid, he threw. out theſe 
obſervations at that time, wholly with a view to call the ata 
_ tention of the houſe to a ſubject. ſo intereſting at preſent. 


He did not mean to make any ſpecific motion immediately ot 


the ſubject, but at a future period he would ſubmit it in 
form for theit mature conſideration and decifion, 
> - STARCH BILL. 
The houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee on the 
Bill to prohibit the making of ſtarch' from articles -of human 
food, and for encouraging its importation-into this country, 
Mr. Fox ſaid, other articles, as well as thoſe enumerated in 
the Bill, were made of wheat, which therefore he conteived- 
ought to be included: he underſtood that there were many 
other materials of which an excellent paſte might be made, 
but that wheaten flour was at preſent almoſt generally in uſe 
for that purpoſe ; that proviſions to prevent the conſumption 
of articles neceſſary for ſubſiſtence, would be more particularly 
_ expedient and wiſe, When ſubſtitutes of a different "nature, / 
though good for the purpoſes to which paſte was applied, were 
equally , ,, ̃ NEO 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, if what had fallen from the Right Hon Gen- 
tleman ſhould turn out, upon enquiry, to be of that con- 
ſequence which he appeared to think, it would certainly be 
proper to include paſte under the number of reftricted articles; 
although he had reaſon to believe that the chief conſumptian 
of materials not commonly uſed for food, reſted with hair pow= 


723 04 - | Mr, 


4 


der, ſtarch, and blue. 


A ſtatute of Elizabeth, at preſent in exiſtence, gave juſtices 
the power to regulate annually, at the ſeſſions next after Eaſter, 
the wages of labouring men; owning to various cauſes, hows : 
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37 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commoxs, 
Mr. Fax ſaid, he was well aſſured the object was much more 

_ conſiderable than might at firſt be-imagined: he inſtanced the 
great quantities of flour uſed in the . of the higher claſſes 
of people on the article of N eee in which paſte 
made of wheaten flour was, be believed, with little exception, 

in general uſe; paſte - board alſo was another article, the quan · 
tities of which made, would not be readily believed on a ſuper- 

ficial view: he, however, meant, no more than to offer the ſug- 
eſtion, that it might be made uſe of in the committee above 
irs, if the committee thought proper. 8 5 
Mr. Rider ſaid, the ſuggeſtion was not a new one, it had 
already been under the conſideration of the committee. 
The blank in the Bill was filled up with the date to which 
it extends, the 1ſt of February, 1997. 

Several clauſes were moved, and added to the Bill, for re- 
ſtricting the importation of packages of ſtarch, &c. leſs than 
14445. averdupoiſe weight, for the forfeiture of ſuch articles 
imported, if not entered, and certified to proper officers, ane 
or ſeals affixed; and expoſed in open Hold. 

General Smith aſked how perſons in foreign parts were to 
become acquainted with this act, the operation of which was 
to take place immediately ?. - 
The Chancellor ef the Exchequer. explained, diſtincly, f that 
the Bill e againſt ſuch ontiggency. 


„rere BUDGET." - 


| \The Chandler of the Exchequer gave notice, that "qa meant | 
to bring before the houle, the ſubject of the Supply in a com- 
mittee of W and ee on e = 37 of De- | 
cember. | 


| 'WRITS. FOR ELECTIONS. 


| Y 1 a a firſ time Mr. Dent's Bill for forwarding i the hon 


veyance 'of writs expeditiouſly for the alertions of members of 
arliament. 6 


It enacts that when a new talent 7 is gue to be called, 


5 the meſſenger of the court of chancery ſhall carry. the; writs for 
S London to the ſheriffs, and for other places to the poſt-maſter, 


who ſhall make a proper entry of the ſtate of n uo * 
8 e TP! Ke. ' Oadered to be printed. | | 
TE corn COMMITTEE, © 


| . Houſe reſolved itſelf into A a committe, on 3 high 
priee of corn. The | 


1 


Now. 29.] | WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 373 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to move ſome reſolu- 
tions in conſequence of the report of the Select Committee. He 


1 


ſaid it would be unneceſſary in him to go at large into the 


ſubject, or do more than ſtate theſe reſolutions. 


1. 4 That a bounty of 208. a quarter ſhould be given for wheat floor im- 


ported frem any part of Europe, ſouth of Cape Finiſterre, the Mediterranean, or 


Afficæa; with a proportionate bounty per barrel, until there ſhould have arrived 
300,000 quarters. 7 Pike e 0b e ee | | NE. 
II. 158. per quarter, and a proportionate ſum per barrel, for all the other 
xorts of Europe, for the firſt 500,000 quarters. i ann 
III. „ 2 58. per quarter, and a proportionate ſum per barrel, from Britiſh Ame - 
riea and the United States, for the firſt 500,000 quarters. ' And, after the ſpecified 
quantities ſhould arrive, 108. per quarter, generally from all places. Alſo 58. per 
quarter for Indian coca, for the firſt 500, oo quarters, and 38. per quarter after- 
% All which bounties ſhould continue until the 31ſt of Avguft, 1796.“ 4 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he had been {hs to underſtand, that there 
was butlittle ehance of getting, by importation, the number of 
quarters on which the firſt bounties would attach; and he 
thought it impolicy to ſpecify any quantity, as the knowledge 
that ſo large a quantity would be wanted, would tend to raiſe 
the price of wheat in foreign markets. Another circum - 
ſtance occurred to him, which was, he thought the bounty 
offered for wheat from America too low. Wheat, in Ame- 
rica, was two dollars a buſhel,” that was 'gs. Britiſh. The 
freight per buſhel, from America, was 2s. The inſurance per 
buſhel Is. The merchant's profit it would be proper to 
ſtate at 5s per quarter, and the riſques to which inſurance did 
not extend, ſuch as the riſque of the corn being damaged; 
theſe added, made per buſhel 1s, 6d. The groſs charges 


were per buſhel 15s. Gd. The drawback of the bounty er 


buſhel was not quite 25s. The nett coſt to the merchant, 
when the corn arrived in this country, was I1s. Gd. Ou 
this ſtatement then, which no man could contradict, would it 


be worth the while of merchants to ſpeculate from their ex- 


pectation of what the market price here would de? 


Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he was fo convinced of the propriety of 


his objections, that he believed he ſhould be neceſſitated to- 
divide the houſe, and propoſe to raiſe the bounty from 158. 
to 208. per quarter on Wheat from America. 8 8 
The Ghancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, in anſwer to the ob- 
jections of Mr. Huſſey, that the Select Committee had made 
their report from the fulleſt information they could as yet re- 
5 „„ a wg | hn ceiye, 
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374 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” [Counoxs,” 


ceive, and after the beſt conſideration they could give the ſub- 
zect, he therefore could not help being of opinion, that they 
had determined right as to the proportion of bounty, With 
reſpect to the danger, that fixing the number of quarters 
which were to receive the firſt bounty, would raiſe the price 
of foreign markets, he would ſay, that the committee thought 
there muſt be a limit, becauſe, if they were to offer this 
bounty to an unlimited quantity, it would have the effect of 
raiſing the markets ſtill higher than if it were to be limited to 
any number; and there being a limit, it would alſo have the 
good effect of haſtening the ſupply, and tempting the merchants 
to be competitors, and to run a race which ſhould be the firſt 
to receive a higher price. It was alſo proper to extend limi- 
tation; if it were to be conſined to a ſmaller number of quar- 
ters the merchants would be afraid that they would not ar- 
rive in time to get the firſt bounty, Which would prevent 
many from interſering at all. 

. Eeneral Smith beſtowed high encomiums on the Select 
Committee, for the great earneſtneſs and cloſe attention 
which they had paid to the important objects to which they 
were appointed; he thought it but juſt that the country 
ſhould know that they had rendered it meritorious ſervice. He 
entered into a cloſe and minute examination of the report, and 

in anſwer to the declaration of the miniſter, that no competi- 
tion of government with the merchant would take place, 
whereby the bounties held out to merchants would be ſuffi- 
cient inducements to them to embark in the trade, and pro- 
cure an ample ſupply, he denied that there were reaſonable 
grounds for ſuch a declaration; he had not yet heard any 
merchant venture to ſay, nor had it been ſaid, he believed, by 
any of the witneſſes examined by the committee, that àa ſup- 
| ply was certain, even with ſuch: inducements as had been 
mentioned. Merchants, it was notorious, were bound by no 
maxims of policy; gain alone was their object. If there 
ſhould be a competition, and our market was not as high as 
another, the bounty, if not ſufficient to make up the differ- 
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ence, would render the meaſure abortive.” 5 
6 Mr. Burton ſaid, if government were obliged to enter into 

the market expreſsly, the effect would, in all probability, be a 

general ſtagnation of the trade of the merchants. 


Mr. Lechmere ſaid, that after the long debate of the preceed- 
ing night, he would not take up much of the time of the houſe 
that evening; the importance of the ſubject, however, required _ 

that he ſhould not be ſilent ; the ſinews of the country, the = 
poor, were in great affliction, and, as he had ee 1 
| „ jo WOT Ab cls | 4 
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the poor man's friend, he thought that no means ſhould be left 
untried to relieve them: on this occaſion, while a bount 
was debating on the importation, he thought that there ſhould 
be ſome attention, perhaps as much, paid to exportation, which 

he underſtood, from good authority, was carrying on to a moſt 
ſhameful extent, and in a ſhameleſs manner. deen he ſaid, 
were fitting out in our ports, and laden with grain: they were 
profeſſedly deſtined for Guernſey, &c, but notice was duly 

conveyed to the French in that neighbouthood, who met them, 
and at ter conveying them fafe into French ports, where they 
received hard money for their freight, the vellels returned for 
freſh cargoes of the ſame commodity. + 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer interrupted, Mr. FE IM 


mere, and ſaid, that the buſineſs brought forward by him was 
an interruption, and properly belonged to the Select Committee. 


Mr. Lechmere ſaid, it was a very important canfideration.. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared that the ſtricteſt | 


| ooh had been given by the executive nnen on that 
ſubjeR, 
Mr. Lambton gave his aſſent to the plan e * the 


committee. He {tated alſo that in the county to which: he be- 
longed (Durham) much agitation prevailed on aceount of the 
With a very honeſt and 
| benevolent intention, no doubt, ſubſcriptions had been inſti- 


ſcarcity and high price of grain. 


tuted for the purpoſe of purchaſing corn, and ſelling it at re- 
duced prices. 


His colleague and he had been applied to, to 


give their aid to this deſign, but they both doubted how far 
it was proper to encourage a meaſure which deſtroyed all 


fair ſpeculation, and produced the ſame bad effect on a nar- 


row ſcale which had been allowed to reſult from the interſe- 


rence of government with the buſineſs of private merchants. 
Being, however, extremely anxious to alleviate the diſtreſs ſo 
ſeverely felt by the people in that quarter, he wiſhed to 
know: whether a ſupply might not be allowed to be obtained 
from that grain which, he ſaw rom. che Report grenmkae ö | 


had in their hands. 


The Chancellor of the Bechiquar, W by aying,, that | 
there had been at a particular time, but it was not o be con- 


cluded that ſuch was now the caſe. 


Mr. Huſſey faid, from what he had beardz he was fal by © on- 55 


vinced, that the meaſures which he propaſed would bg found 
more efficacious than thoſe of the Sommictee. 


the 


5 * 


In eply to 

the declaration, that the preſent prezure was: the great object, 
if the country was but aſſured of a ſupply lor a at certain, 
the effect, he was , would operate immediately ik 
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the farmer who at preſent held back his corn, under the idea 
of. a better market when there may be a greater ſcarcity, was 


fatisfied that ſuch a ſcarcity would not exiſt, the quantity 


thrown gy, into the market would at once ſatisfy all the 


Right Hon. Gentleman's wiſhes, and the public wants : he 
Was therefore, he ſaid, for the higheſt bounty; and, in 


his opinion, many merchants, who in general knew thoſe 
things better than any committee of that houſe, joined with 


. , 


him. 


g 2 The Chencelbr of the Exchequer was ſorry a de fron! 4 | 


have occaſion to differ on any ſubject from the honourable 
gentleman, and the more particularly where their object was 
the ſame: if the means propoſed by the committee were not 


ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe, the defect was in the prin- 


ciple, as he conceived, ſince the difference of the bounties 
were rendered neceſſary by the difference of the circumſtances 
of the trade to the Mediterranean and America; by the ſitu 
ation of which the rate of bounty had been regulated, 


Sir Francis Baring faid, the difference of freight from the | 5 | 


Miditerranean would certainly, in time of peace, be leſs than 


from America; and in times of war there would be a ma- 
terial difference, if ihips had or had not convoy, damage of 
corn was unavoidable z and, in his opinion, the bounty ſhould 


be as high on the American import. 


Mr. Fox agreed with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on . 


ſome parts of this ſubject, he owned however that on the other 


hand the queſtion became important, as to the probable effect 


the bounty would have with regard to importation of corn from 


America; he did not ſee why the bounty ſhould be higher for 
the importation from the Mediterranean than from America, 


Let gentlemen recollect that there were important points con- 
nected with this Whether the ſupply ought to be truſted en- 
tirely to individual merchants, or whether any thing ſhould be 
done by government in that reſpect was an important thing. 

In his opinion it was proper to truſt to. merchants ; but he 

muſt alſo obſerve, that it would have been better if govern- 


ment had left this ſubject laft year, as it was propoſed be 


reproach to miniſters for what they did, he believed they did 
what appeared to them to be the beſt for the public; he ne- 
vertheleſs thought there was a reaſonable probability that this 


bounty would produce a conſiderable degree of aſſiſtance to 
this country with reſpect to corn, and, therefore, he felt diſ- 


poſed to adopt the opinion of the committee, and the reſolu- 


tions propoſed by the Right Hon. Gentleman, which were 


founded 


"hy 
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founded upon that opinion. At the ſame time he mult confeſs. 
that when he adopted that opinion, he felt he did it with a con- 
ſiderable degree of hazard. He wiſhed ſome mode might be 

thought of by which there might be an experiment made ſoon, 

and by which they might judge of the probable effect of this 

meaſure. He deſired to be informed whether if this bounty was 

to laſt for a ſhort period it would have the effet propoſed to a 

conſiderable, or indeed to any extent. The exertions of indivi- 
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dual merchants might not be ſo effeftual now as: they might 1 
have been on former occaſions. He alſo wiſhed to know whe- 1 
ther this might not be done to a more limited extent; and if N 

that ſhould. be found defective, government ought to take up = 
the ſubjeR, that if one meaſure: failed, the other might be tried. WE | 

e thought it would have been fortunate indeed for this coun- 1 
try if there had. been ſuch a Committee as the preſent laſt year, 1-300 
and that the committee ſhould have been of the ſame opinion 1 

that they were at this time. He repeated it, that he did not 1 
blame government for the part they had taken upon the ſubject. N 
The queſtion certainly had ſome delicacy. and ſome danger ©. 

in it, and therefore if the ſtep the miniſters took laſt year hap- Cf 7 

pened to turn out an ineffectual one, he did not think it fair to Til! 
blame them for it; he muſt however obſerve, that if, upon all 138 

occaſions, ;as he believed the caſe to be, the functions of the | 

Houſe of Commons were better adapted for promoting the 1 

public good than thoſe of the Board of Trade, he wiſhed to ſee |, | be 


2 
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them oftener exerted. . He meant to ſay nothing diſreſpectful 
of that Board, which was appointed by his majeſty. Nor did 
he mean to ſay any thing againſt thoſe who compoſed it. He 
could not help wiſhing that the functions of the Houſe of Com- 
mons were oftener exerciſed | upon ' theſe occaſions. He 
muſt further obſerve, that if that had been the caſe laſt 
year, the public might have derived the advantages long 
ago which they now had in expectation; and perhaps more 
than theycould hope for at preſent; becauſe the exertions of in- 
dividual merchants would have been more important to the pub- 
lic laſt year than they could be at this period; and they could 
not conceal from themſelves that there was not a certainty of 
merchants ſpeculating on the importation of corn to a ſufficient 
amount. The converſation in the Houſe upon the ſubject he 
thought ſhould take place, for there did not ſeem to him that 
there was a well-founded hope that the ſupply of corn from 
abroad would amount to thirteen- thouſand: quarters within 
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the time fei!“ ans he, „„ 
With regard to the part of this ſcarcity which was owing to 
the war, he owned that was a great cauſe, although there were 
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alſo other cauſes, The war tended to create this high price of 
corn by enhancing the value of every article of life, not with 
us only, but alſo over almoſt every other part of the globe with 
which we had any trade or connection. If this were true upon 
confined points, it was true alſo on the larger ſcale, and muſt 
generally affect the price of all commodities, From all that 
had been ſaid, he confeſſed, he had not yet found a reaſon why 
the bounty ſhould. be leſs for the importation: of corn from 
America than from the Mediterranean, and therefore he thought 
there ought to be an explanation of the American bounty. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid he did, not ſtate an 
opinion of his own upon the bounty, with as much confidence 
as he did the: opion of the Committee. That opinion was 


that 158. per quarter for importation of corn from America 


was adequate, and that nothing leſs than 20s. was adequate 
from the Mediterranean. Nor was this the opinion of the 
Committee merely, it was the opinion alſo of perſons of 
experience; perſons in fact who-were likely to act under it. 
The bringing of corn from the Mediterranean was attended 
with ſome difficulty, excluſive of the length of the voyage; 
many inconveniences aroſe from local circumſtances, which 
would continue to operate while we were at war with France. 
Another conſideration was the price of wheat in America 
was only 64 inſtead of 728. per quarter; on theſe grounds he 
propoſed the difference of price that he had ſtated between 
corn from America and corn from the Mediterranean, 
With reſpect to the mode propoſed of giving the bounty 
for a limited time, ſhorter than that which he had ſtated, he 
apprehended it would be attended with inconvenience; becauſe 
as no man would know what his neighbour would bring, nor 
whether the time-would not elapſe before he could make much 
profit, the deſire for collecting the corn would be leſſened. 
Whether it was wiſe to make an experiment, and reſerve to 
government the power of interfering in time, if the preſent 
plwGan did not anſwer ex tion? was a queſtion, which he 
thought turned on bad policy. If any thing could be clear 
upon the ſubject, it ag be that two different ſyſtems could 
not ſucceed at the ſame time; and by attempting to preſerve 
the advantages of both, they might, he feared, find themſelves 
unable to retain the benefit of either. the merchant had the 
poſſible proſpect of a competition with government, his motive 
tor ſpeculating would be damped ; for which he was ready to 
declare, that unleſs government were to take the matter alto- 
_ gether into their own hands, they had better have nothing to do 
with it, Whether there had been' reaſons ſufficiently cogent 


* 
/ 


to juſtify government for the purchaſes they made laſt year, 
was a matter he would. not then diſcuſs; if ever there 
| ſhould be any reaſon to diſcuſs that point, he ſhould be ready 
to ſhew they were amply juſtified in what they did. He 415. 
fered with the Right Honourable Gentleman, in his idea of 
ok bringing all the buſineſs of the Board of rade before the 
Houſe. The immenſe buſineſs of that board required great 
and minute attention, which could not always be given by 
the Houſe, and it was to be recollected that that Board trani- 
acted much buſineſs when parliament were not ſitting 


With regard to the queſtion, how far the war produced the 
preſent ſcarcity ? he muſt. obſerve, that before any perſon 
came to a concluſion upon that buſineſs, he ought to have all 

the circumſtances of the caſe before him, and ta be maſter 
of the whole ſubject. He hoped that the houſe and the public 
would have an opportunity of judging; but in judging pro- 
perly, they muſt know what was the quantity of corn pro- 
duced in the kingdom, and what had come into the country 
ſince the commencement of the war, and which, but for the 
war, would not have come in at all; what had gone out: 
what were the numbers on our part to whom corn had been 
ſent, and how many had been maintained with corn from 
abroad; what the produce of the ſęeaſons had been; and a 


variety of other circumſtances, which it was unneceſlary for 
bim then to enumerate. Theſe ſhould be compared together, 
and from the compariſon of all the facts, ſomething like a 

_ concluſion might be drawn as to the effect which the war 
| had on the ſcarcity. He ſaid, he was far from wiſhing to 
avoid the diſcuſſion, on the contrary, he truſted chat the whole 
ſubject would ſome day be fully diſcuſſed. 88 


Mr. Fox allowed, that what had fallen from the Right 

Honourable Gentleman had great weight; he had never 

entertained a thought that government: and the merchant 
could go on together in the importation ; the object ſhould be 
excluſively that of one or the other, and he believed the mer- 

_ cantile ſpirit of the country was adequate to very great ends: 

he was forry to learn, however, that their exertions were alſo 


uin ee; as the quantity of corn of the laſt crop 
appeared, from the enquiries of the Committee, to be muc 
lets than he before thought it had ben. 
Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he thought ſtill the preſſure would be at the 
end of the year, and that the ſureſt and beſt reliance was on 
the countries round the Baltic and on America, to which the 
bounties ſhould be extended on the larger ſcale, e. 
Sir Francis Baring ſaid, the American merchants in this 
country perhaps were moſt able, becauſe they were the moſt 
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active and numerous of any other to embark in this trade. 
He had held converſation with many of them on the ſubject, 
who thought the bounty of fifteen ſhillings not equate, 


The Bill was ordered to be reported, 


The houſe being in a Committee on the Bill for prohibiting 


the exportation of candles and ſoap, 


Mr. Roſe ſaid it was adviſeable that the Bill ſhonld be 
Vimited to the period of four months. Parliament would then 


probably be fitting, and, if neceſſary, would continue the 


Bill; if it ſhould be found that parliament would not fit ſo 
Jong, the Bill might be amended in time. He therefore brought 


up a clauſe to provide for ſuch event, which was read, agreed 


tc, and the houſe being reſurned, the report” was ordered to be 


received tomorrow. * 


The other Orders of the Day having been deferred, and | 


the queſtion of adjournment put, 
Mr. Lechmere aſked, when the report of the Select Com- 


mittee would be brought forward W to re New Aſſize 
| u VIene? | 
Mr. i Befr. N anihvet aid, that it was now in the beute 


of examination, and that ſubject would come forward in the 
next report of the Select Committee, on the high Price 


of grain, = would oon yer yo —Adgutried,” ME” 


81 Ln ' be 


NE 6 ee HOUSE OF LORDS:. = 
E T HURSDAY, November 19. 
* Head counſel on Mr. Wakeman 8 Divorce Bill, 


Peer 


in ith 7 5 


a. Year: „ Tuuninav Nevember F 


” Petitions from the Royal Exchange and London Inſurance 
ont were preſented for leave to bring in a Bill ſor the better 
explanation of their charter, upon which fome doubts had 


ariſen, whether they were authoriſed to infure buildings not 
_ expreſsly ſpecified in it. The petitions were referred to the 
, conſideration of a Private Committee. : 59 1 


# 


e 515 cot COMMITTEE: 


Mr. Ryder ers up the Report of the Corn os the / 


Wha Mr. Huſſey gave notice, that he ſhould reſerve himſelf 


| till the Bill came to be debated, as ſome information might | 


intervene. The Bur was accordingly ordered 855 the reſolu- 


g 4 


| 


| tions of the Committee, and the Chancellor of the Exchequers 
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Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Long, deſired to prepare and bring in the 


fame, 5 
pPETITTIONS FROM THE CITY OF LONDON, __ 
The Sheriffs of London preſented a petition: from the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council of the ſaid 

City, ſetting forth, “ That the petitioners have obſerved 
with great concern, the attempts which have been made to 


diſturb the public tranquillity by various ſeditious meetings 


which have been held in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
whoſe obvious tendency has been to inflame the minds of the 
people, and excite them to commit outrages, and to which 


meetings the petitioners attribute the late daring and atrocious - 


attack upon the perſon of our moſt: gracious fovereign ; and 
therefore entreating the Houſe to adopt ſuch meaſures, for a 
| limited time, as in their wiſdom ſhall be deemed moſt ex- 


pedient for ſuppreſſing all tumultuous and ſeditious meetings, 
ſecurity of his Majeſty's perſon and 


and for the better 
government! % 0d oo: ont ot - õ π]·w N 07: ofik 
The Sheriffs of London alſo preſented a. petition, ſetting 
forth, «„ That an act was paſſed in the 3d year of the reign 
of King James the Firſt, intituled, An Act for the re- 
covering of ſmall debts, and for relieving the poor debtors in 
London,” and an act was paſſed, in the 14th. year of the 


reign of his late Majeſty King George the Second, to explain 


and amend the ſaid act; and that the ſaid acts have been 
found defective, and it is expedient that the powers thereof 
ſhould be explained and enlarged, and ſome further proviſions 


eſtabliſhed for the more eaſy and ſpeedy recovery of ſmall 


debts within the ſaid city; and therefore praying, that leave 
may be given to bring in a Bill for the purpoſes aforeſaid.” 


' BILL FOR SECURING HIS MAJESTY'S PERSON, &ec. 


| The Order of the Day, for the fecond reading of the Bill 


for the better ſecuring his Majeſty's perſon, &c, being read, 
and the queſtion being put, “ That this Bill be now read a 
{econ , nn ny es RE bs „„ 

Mr. Fox ſaid he did not then mean to argue the principle 
of the preſent Bill. He roſe for the purpoſe of ſaying, that 
he ſhould enter into the ſubject when the queſtion ſhould. be 


put, „ That the Speaker do leave the chair, which, he 
underſtood, was likely to take place on Monday the 23rd. He 
took this courſe, he ſaĩd, on account of the unavoidable ab- 


ſence of many Honourable Friends of his, and particularly of 


a learned and very able one, (Mr. Erſkine). He begged it 
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to be underſtood, that his abſtaining from debate that day was 
not to be conſtrued into an approbation of the principle of the 
Bill, or into a dereliction of any one fentiment which he had 
uttered on former occaſions on meaſures ſimilar to the preſent; 
on the contrary, he retained all the objections which he had 
formerly urged, and he would deliver his fentiments on that 
ſubject on Monday the 231d. TN, Me” 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, he had been unavoidably abſent on 
the diſcuſſion of meaſures nearly connected with the Bil} 
before the houſe. Not haviug an opportunity before to de- 
liver his opinion, he thought it proper to ſay, that he felt him- 
ſelf compelled by every ſentiment of duty to oppole the Bill. 
He oppoſed it on this ground, that it was one of thoſe mea- 
fares that would be ineffectual with regard to the objects pro- 
ſeſſed to be attained, and likewiſe that it was one of thoſe 
meaſures which have no tendency to maintain that tranquillity 
m the country which they profefs to ſupport. It was the 
cuſtom with many to make declarations of their ſentiments of 
attachment to the perſon of his Majeſty. If he felt it neceſ- 
fary to make profeſſions of that kind, - he ſhould follow their 
example; but it was a conſtitutional practice of the houle, and 
therefore nothing to the [contrary ſhould be imputed to any 
_ gentleman who was a member of it, becauſe he did not boaſt 
of his loyalty, to reſiſt any attempts againſt his Majeſty's per- 
fon, crown, or por ori Too many repetitions of that kind 
tended only to dehar men from purſuing the true intereſts of 
either; and he conſeſſed he thought that meaſures of coercion 
and of force againſt the expreſſion of opinion, beyond what 
the law is, were inexpedient and unneceſſary, eſpecially at 
preſent. He thought that the law as it ſtood at preſent, was 
adequate to all the purpoſes for which the Bills were avowedly 
introduced; and that, if they ſhould be attempted to be en- 
forced, they would defeat the end which their promoters pro- 
felled to have in view; for theſe reaſons he would not enter 
Into the ſubject more at large that night; but he could not 
ſuffer the Bill to paſs in any ſtage of it without calling, as 
it appeared to him to be his duty, for the ſenſe of the houſe. 


Tbe houſe divided, 
d 
K 

1 Ii 42 

Adjourned. „ 78 | 
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' HOUSE OF LORDS. 
"8 8 FRIDAY, November 20. N 
| Their lordſhips affirmed the judgment of the Court in che 
Chandos Cale, 888 F 
| Read the Land and Malt Tax Bills a third time, and 
adjourned. I Ig oa b DO 


SO 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
3; RIDAYs November 20. | 
© MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. _ 
A Meſſage received from the Lords, intimating their Jord. 
ſhips concurrence with the Land and Malt Tax Bills, and the 
Corn Bill, without any amendment, Pp 


7 1 


Y 


1 Soap AND CANDLES, : Wy 
The Bill, prohibiting the Exportation of Soap and Candles 
ſor a time to be limited, was read a third time, and paſſed. _ 
Freeze, Bone, and Albrecht's Naturalization Bills were re- 
ported, and ordered to be engroſſed. e . 
A new writ was ordered for Weſtbury, in the room of 
Mr. Eſtwick, deceaſed, is e 


PETITION AGAINST THE TWO BILLS. gy 
Mr. Honeywood preſented a petition from the Mayor, Re- 
corder, Freemen, and Inhabitants of the City of Rocheſter 
againſt the Bills pending in Parliament, © for the Security of 
his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and for the more ef- 
teCtua] Prevention of Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies. 
A petition of the three under- ſigned, the Mayor, Recorder 
Freemen, and Inhabitants of the City of Rocheſter, a 
parts adjacent, was preſented to the houſe, and read ; ſetting 
forth,“ that, by ſundry proviſions in a Bill now before the 
houſe, intituled, A Bill for the Safety of his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government againſt treaſonable and ſeditious 
practices and attempts,” the petitioners obſerve, with grief, 
that the ancient and wholeſome ſtatute of treaſons of the 25th 
of Edward III. is altered, and new treaſons enacted : That, 
whenever, by the bad adminiſtration of government, or their 
own imprudence, parliaments. have been induced to depart 
ſrom this plain and clear declaration of treaſons, and to alter 
the general law reſpecting them, as there ſet forth; our fore- 
fathers have always returned to it, with increaſed conviction of 
| 9 BE 6 its 
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Its certainty and ſufficiency for the protection, as well of the 
| perſon and prerogative of the King as of the liberties of the 
people; that, by other proviſions of the ſaid Bill, the crime 
of ſedition is uncertainly defined, and a new and harſher 
guniſhment; in imitation of the ſevere and arbitrary Scots 
Jaw, introduced for it: That, by the proviſions in a Bill now 
alſo before the houſe, purporting to be «for the more eftec- 
tually preventing ſeditious meetings and aſſemblies,” the pe- 
titioners conceive a violent and dangerous attack is made on 
the undoubted right' of the people to. petition the King or 
Parliament for redreſs of their grievances, by ſubjecting the 
meetings neceſſary for the conſideration of ſuch grievances, 
and framing ſuch petitions, to new and inconvement regu- 
lations, guarded by ſevere penalties, and unknown to our 
anceſtors and to the laws of the land; alſo by giving vague 
and diſcretionary powers to magiſtrates for the molt part ap- 
pointed by the crown, and removeable at its pleaſure, to pre- 
vent any diſcuſſion at their will, to diſſolve ſuch meetings, and 
to impriſon thoſe who may be preſent there: That, in both 
the ſaid Bills a latitude of expreffion is uſed in defining the 
acts conſtituting the crime of ſedition, which may be made 
to include every notice of publick meaſures, other than ap- 
probationary, and is therefore utterly ſubverſive of the free- 
dom of the pen, of the preſs, and of ſpeech: That, though 
the late deteſtable outrage againſt the Royal Perſon has been 
uſed as a pretence for theſe innovations, yet the petitioners 
cannot help obſerving, that the force of the laws does not 
appear to them. to have been adequately reſorted to, nor the 
civil power to have been duly exerted at the time, and that it 
is unfair to conclude from thence, that thoſe powers, when 
properly exerted, are inſufficient : That the petitioners are 
ſatisfied, from the experience of ages, and eſpecially from that 
of the paſt century, during part of which a great and alarming 
diſaffection pervaded all ranks of people, which extended not 
only to the King's government, but to his title and perſon, 
ard excited two e rebellions in the heart of the realm; 
that the prefent laws, duly and vigorouſly adminiſtered, are 
fully adequate to the puniſhment of treaſon and ſedition, as 
well as to the keeping of the peace, and the protection 
of his Majeſty's perſon; and the petitioners declare their 
readineſs, inatheir ſeveral capacities, to enforce them for thoſe 
- Purpoſes to the utmoſt of their power: That the people of 
this country, being in general undoubtedly loyal to his Ma- 
jeſty, and well affected to the conſtitution, ought not, col- | 
JFF e Ilectively, 8 
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lectively, to ſuffer an abridgment of their right and liberties 


for the act, however atrocious, of a few deſperate and obſcure 
individuals: That the effect of theſe Bills will be to deſtroy 
all freedom of complaint againſt oppreſſions of laws or go- 
vernment, however well founded; to annihilate, in ſubſtance, 


the fifth article of the Declaration of Right and to create, 


in conſequence, the moſt, alarming diſcontents among his 
Majeſty's ſubjects ; The (petitioners therefore intreat the 


houſe, as they wiſh. to tranſmit to their poſterity the unim- 


paired liberties of their anceſtors, to preſerve in the people 


their reverence, for the conſtitution, and to merit their reſpect 
as faithful guardians of their rights, to reſiſt all attempts, 


under whatever pretences, to abridge their liberties, and 
_ eſpecially not to paſs the ſaid Bills. 1 . | 


Mr. Honeywoed ſaid, before he made the 1 motion for 


laying the petition upon the table, he ſhould trouble the 


houſe with a few words. It might, perhaps, appear extra- 
ordinary that he ſhould preſent the preſent petition ; the fact 
was, that he preſented it at the particular requeſt of the peti- 
tioners; not that they were not ſenſible of there, being other 


members of much greater abilities than himſelf; but that they 


knew his ſentiments coincided with thoſe expreſſed in the 


petition. It was therefore with peculiar ſatisfaction that he 
had that day an opportunity of declaring thoſe ſentiments, and 


of exprefling the great ſatisfaction with which he diſcharged 
the truſt repoſed in him. The petition which the houſe had 
juſt heard, was couched in terms of becoming reſpect. It had 
been procured by no artifice or manœuvre, but was dictated 

by a genuine ſpirit of toyalty and independence. The perſons 
by whom it was ſigned he well knew to be well affected to 
government, and tp be particularly partial to the monarchical 
branch of the conſtitution. From local circumſtances, the 
petitioners might be ſuppoſed to have an intereſt in ſupporting 
adminiſtration; they reſided near Chatham, and there were 

many advantages which chey derived from that circumſtance 

in an honourable manner, but which might, in the contem- 
plation of ſome, be ſuppoſed to give them a bias in favour of 
tte meaſures. of adminiſtration. Notwithſtanding all con- 
_ liderations of intereſt, they had nevertheleſs fairly and firmly 

come forward like friends to their country, and apprehending 
danger from the Bill, had expreſſed their ſentiments freely, and 


given it their moſt decided diſapprobation. He confeſſed, he 


telt himſelf to be an incompetent advocate; but, thank God! 


the petition wanted no advocate. During a period of twenty 


Vor, L 17996- 5--- years 
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years that he had fat in parliament, he hoped he had done his 
duty; he had always acted according to the dictates of his 


conſcience, and fo he ſhould continue to act. From a ſenſe 


of his duty he was impelled to conſider theſe Bills, not only as 
a flagrant outrage upon the rights of the people, but as a 
_ meaſure repugnant to every principle of juſtice. Where was 


the neceflity, he would aſk, of puniſhing the whole people of 


England for the crime or madneſs of a few individuals? 


Where was the policy of perſevering in coereing and coercing? 
Mr. Honeywood' faid, adminiſtration ſhould recollect, that 
there was no living thing ſo tame that would not turn again, 

jf goaded to a certain point. The preſent policy, was, in his 

opinion, decidedly bad, and Joaded the penal code with new 


and additional ſeverities: A ſyſtem of ſeverity was ill 


calculated to quiet popular complaint. The petitioners, on the 
reſent occaſion, were men who had been once moſt attached 


to the preſent miniſter, nay, he had ever thought them too 


much prejudiced in his favour. They were attached to him 
from the pledges which he had given in the early part of his 
political career; and they had in the commencement of his 
adminiſtration given them their decided ſupport ; but they had 
ſince ſeen all thoſe pledges forgotten and abandoned, hen 


the Right Hon. Gentleman firſt came into office, he had ſtood 


candidate for the county he repreſented, together with a noble 
lord now a member of the other houſe of parliament, and the 
_ eleQors had required, as a pledge of their future conduct, that 


they ſhould declare that they would ſupport the conſtitution by 


voting for the meaſures of the Right Hon. Gentleman; at that 
time they conſidered the miniſter as the friend of the peo- 
ple, a reformer of abuſes, and an enemy to corruption. Could 
it therefore be matter of wonder that they had withdrawn 

that confidence, when they ſaw the ſyſtem of meaſures which 


he purſued, and viewed theſe Bills by which the liberties 


of the people were to be annihilated ?- Was it ſurpriſing 

that their opinion ſhould be changed when they ſaw the Right 
Hon. Gentlemen who bad decke with ſuch eloquence 

upon the abuſes of the government, perſiſt in maintaining 
them; when they ſaw him abandon every former profe ſſion, and 
relinquiſh that conduct which had gained him their attachment 

and ſupport ? I he preſent laws were, he ſaid, perfectly ſuffi- 
cient for ſecuring the ſafety of the king and the conſtitution. 
If government, inſtead of enacting ſevere laws, which outraged 
the principles of the conſtitution andthe feelings of the people, 


Would redreſs their grievances, they would more conciliate 


- that 


ww 
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that love. Mr. Honeywood concluded with ſaying, that from 
the character of the men who ſigned it, the petition had great 
weight, and he hoped it would be conſidered by the Houſe ; 
with that attention which might induce them to reject the 
pernicigus meaſures againſt which it remonſtrated, 
The petition was ordered to lie on table. 
 * + * RETURNS OF LAND FORCES. $5926 
General Mucleod reminded the Houſe, that on a former 
night, he had given notice, that, previous to the conſideration 
of the army eftimates, he would move for returns of all 
the military forces of the country which he conceived it highly 
neceſſary for gentlemen to be in poſſeſſion of. For that pur- 
pole he then roſe. He felt it to be his duty, and it was, 
he ſaid, the duty of the Houſe, before they voted away the 
money of their, conſtituents, to enquire for what purpoſe the 
money was iſſued, how it was applied, the number of men 
that were paid, and the allowance granted to each. They 
had, beſides, other duties to perform; not the leaſt important 
of which was, to watch the conduct of miniſters in their con- 
duct of the war, to ſee that their means were equal to their 
plans, and that they were not buſied in forming idle and extra- 
vagant projects . rg to execute. Another rea- 
ſon, therefore, Which ſuggeſted the propriety of moving for 
the returns was, that the country might know the means em- 
ployed for their protection, and the manner in which the levies 
had been conducted. That the Houſe might alſo fee how ' 
gallant and experienced officers, men of the higheſt merit, had 
been neglected, and the truſt had been committed to officers, 
who were neither qualified, from their age or military ſkill, to 
diſcharge it with advantage to the country. On a future day, 
the general ſaid, he would take occaſion to call the attention of 
the Houſe more particularly to theſe ſubjects. At preſent, he 
would ẽ SSN OR a OR TE I90Y 
«© That there be lald before this houſe, returns of his Majeſty's land forces, 
as they were effective, and paid in November, 1794, including artillery, cavalry, 
regular marching regiments, independent companies, fencible regiments, and 
companies of infantry and cavalry, and ſoreign emigrants, together with returns. 
of all volunteer local corps, and corps of yeomanry ; with an account of what 
Pay, cloathing, and allowances they.receive, and on what conditiors; and alſo re - 
turns of the ſame, made up to the firſt day of Auguſt laſt.” Ss : 
The Secretary at Mar ſaid, to, the firſt part of Hon. Gene- 
ral's motion he had no objection. He was at all times ready and 
happy to give any information which it would be prudent to 
communicate to the Houle reſpecting the actual ſtate of the 
| public ſervice. He had urged it, however, laſt year, when 
e 2392 | ſimilat 
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ſimilar returns were moved for, and he muſt urge it again, that 
it would be highly improper to make public the actual ſtare of 
the public force up to the prefent time, becauſe advantage 
might be taken of ſuch information to the prejudice of the 
country. Underftanding the chief object of the Hon. Gene- 
ral's motion to be, to know the effects of a certain change that 
had lately taken place in the military arrangements of the 
kingdom, that object might be equally attained by returns 
made up to an earlier period. If the Hon, General thereſore 
thought proper to make this motion accordingly, he ſhould 
have no objection to it. With regard to the returns of the 
yeomanry, they had received no pay, no returns of theſe corps 
were made to the war office, conſequently they could 
J ooo ie "2 FOI 
General Macleod replied, that the Secretary at War was 
perfectly correct in his ſtatement of what paſſed between 
them. The circumſtances of a change, by which the number 
of marching regiments was ſo much diminiſhed as it had . 
lately been, was highly worthy of enquiry. On this ſubject, 
however, he would not enter at preſent ; and, in compliance 
with the wiſh of the honourable. Secretary, he had no ob- 
jection to ſubſtitute the word Auguſt for September in the 
laſt part of his motion. He was not ſurpriſed at the difficu!- 
ties which would attend making the returns, for he could not 
| ſee how the moſt expert Adjutant could make a general muſ- 
ter of a military body, compoſed of thirteen or fourteen dif- 
ferent kinds of troops. With reſpect to the yeomanry, if they 
were not paid, they were at leaſt furniſhed with arms, by go- 
vernment: ſo that the returns might be had at the Ordnance 
office, or at ſome other public office. | 


” 


General Tarleton ſaid, he was happy to find that the mo- 
tion was not likely to be reſiſted, and thought that there muſt 
exiſt ſome mode by which government were acquainted with 
the numbers of. the aſſociated and yeomanry corps, and, if 
there was, they certainly could firnifh the return in queſtion. 
General Smith ſaid, he rather wiſhed that France knew the 
exact returns of our troops, as it would ſhew the ſtrong ſtate 
of defence in which the country was, and he believed there 
never bad been ſuch a force in the country before. But, un- 
doubtedly, there was no force without a return ſomewhere, 
and he wiſhed the honourable gentleman would inform the 
houſe at what office the ſupplies of arms to the yeomanry were 


given. ons | DES | 
The Chancelly of the Exchequer ſaid, that it was not cuſto- 
mary, on the conſtrary, it was unuſual to make returns o 
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the yeomanry in his Majeſty's land forces: they were always 1 
conſidered as a diſtinct and peculiar ſpecies of the military; nor 1 
could he diſcover the impropriety of following the old practice 18 
reſpecting them. With regard to the returns of the other 15 
forces, he was glad that they were called for; as they would 19 
afford the houſe an opportunity of ſeeing that nothing was iD 
neglected on the part of government. On the contrary, it 1 
would be evident, from the returns, that the executive go- 1 
vernment had been active and vigilant in their exertions for 1 
the ſecurity and peace of the country. The military ſtrength 1 
and force of Great Britain never had been greater than at pre- 1 
ſent; never, he was ſatisfied, had better military arrangements bh: 
been made to maintain the conſtitution and laws. Such, he 4 
was happy to ſay, being the ſtate of the army, there could 4 
be no reluctance on the part of the executive government 1 
to give every poſſible ſatisfaction on that head. _ . 1 
IT'he motion was then modified agreeably to the concep- | j "= 
tions made by the Secretary at War, and carried without a | i 0 
General Macleod expreſſed his gratitude to the houſe for the = 


honour they had done him, in acquieſcing in his motion. He 
ſaid he felt the greater ſatisfaction, as it was the firſt time that 
any accounts of importance had been moved which his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters did not refuſe. Encouraged by his ſucceſs, 
he would next move. e 

ec That there be laid before this houſe a return of the general and ſtaff of- 
ficers, whether Britiſh or Foreign, who have been employed and paid under the 
Earl of Moira, with an account of their pay and allowances." | 


—— _ "xx" — 
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This being agreed to, he further moved, 


That there be laid before this bouſe a return of all general and ſtaff officers | 
who have been employed in the ſervice of his Majeſty, and in his pay, under 
the Count D' Artois, Prince of Conde, or any other French General, with an ac- 
count of their feveral allowances.” _ N 1 : 
Which was likewiſe agreed to. 
| SUPPLY—ARMY ESTIMATES. ger” 
The houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of ſupply, to 
which the army eſtimates, and other papers, were, of courſe, 
ordered te tie Wer 8 5 
The Secretary at Mar faid, that there was ſo little differ- 
ence in the ſtatement then to be made, and that uſually pro- 
duced every year, that there was little room for obſervation 1 
but upon articles connected with the changes that had taken 
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place in the mode of carrying on the war. The whole land 
force of the country was comprehended under two articles, 

| that of guards and garriſons, and not of the colonies and plan- 
_ tations. Under the former was comprehended ſomething 

more, and ſometimes a little leſs, than its title ſeemed to 
indicate. It included the army on the continent, when there 
Was any, and all the troops in Scotland, England, and Ire- 

land, and thofe who ſerved on ſhipboard, and was ſynonimous 
with our home army. The colonies and plantations contain 
all the troops not included under the former title, the troops 

in Gibraltar, Corſica, &c. He would ſtate the numbers un- 
der each, and the increaſe or decreaſe, which had taken place 
fance laſt year, 

'The amount of guards io garriſon i is decreaſed from the | 
withdrawing the army from the continent, to 49,219. In 
the colonies there was an increaſe from 35,000 to 77868, 
owing to the augmentation of the army in the Weſt Indies. 
Upon- the whole, there was a reduction to the extent of 
28,000 upon the eſtabliſhment of regular troops. . 

The militia, fencibles, cavalry, and troops of every de- 
ſcription, with the regular forces, amounted to 207,000. 
The Weſt India ſtaff was encreaſed, but he deſired the Com- 
mittee to recollect, that the medical ſtaff was comprehended 
under it. The general reſult of the whole was, that the army, 
which was found to be equal to every purpoſe of defen 
had been reduced by 25,000, and formed a ſaving to the 2 
lie of Soo, oool. 

He recapitulated the ſeveral articles of the f force to be 
voted as follows: 


The militia amounted to > 1 De _ 
In the fencible infantry there had been a reduRiog of 1700 men. f 


The whole amounted now to 14,000 
The fencible cavalry had received an avgmentation of 4000 i fs and - 
amounted to K Sabi 55 10, 00 
The whole of the force, therefore, was as s follows: — 
Guards and garriſons — | e 495 19 | 
Force in the colonies and plantations FW 77,868 
_ Militia — —— 7 1d 
Iriſh brigade . — 5 4,414 
8 The India army (which was paid by the Company) —— 10, 00 Fr 
| The fencible . © — 3 e 
The —— cavalry 05; ako id 10, cc 
| 206, 501 
Or taking it in round number: — 207%, o 
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The other articles of importance was the Weſt India Raf, in wah? was * 
cluded the medical ſtaff. 

The general reſult of the whole was, that. the army to be kept on md in i the 
_ enſuing year, was leſs than it had been laſt year by 25,369 men z the ſaving 
that accrued in e e was 277 l. a8 would appear in the following 
ſtatement, „ 

For 49,21 9 land forces for 1796, 1,3 $B,6241. 28. 7 for yy W and 
cloathing. 


1, 666, gool. for e the forces in the plantations, Gibraltar, Corſica, 


and New South Wales, from 25th of December-1795 to 25th December 1796. 


40, 19 fl, 48. 9d. for difference between the Engliſh and Iriſh eſtabliſhment 


of ſix regiments of foot, from December 25, 1795, to Detember 25, 1798. 

360, oool for recruiting and contingencies for 1796. 

120, 000l. for innkeepers, for increaſed ſubſiſtence on quartering for 1795. 

103, 640l. 1s. 3d. for general and ſtaff officers for 1796. 

9,2 591. 188 6d, for pay of general and ee on an N under 
General Clark, for 1796. > 

127, 779l. 148. 11d. to 3 officers and rey from December 25, 
1795, to December 25, 1796. 

143.490l. 13s. 5d. for Paymaſier-ganetal, Secretary at War, dc. for 2796. 

118,8731. 188. 6d. for reduced officers of land forces and marines, ſor 2795. 
| 1261. 18. 6d. for reduced troops of horſe guards, for 1796. 

1000l, for officers. late of the States-general for 1796. 

52,50cl. on account of reduced officers of Britiſh American forces, for 1796. 
3 500l. for allowance to ditto, for 1795. 7 | 

917,2941. 143. 1d. for militia and fencible infantry, for 3796, 

210, oool. for contingencies for ditto, for 1796. . 

108, 5381. 178. 1d. for cloathing militia for 2796. 
476, 636l. 108. 3d. for fencible cavalry, for 2796. 
115 cool. for certain allowances to ditto, for 2796. : 
275,8 zl. 148. 1d. for ordnance for 1796. 2 7 

2.79, 48. 44. for ordnance ſervice previous to the 31ſt of Denke 1752 · 
45,6 561. os. 5d. for ditto in 1794. 

61, oool. for ditto for ſea ſervice in 1794. 

762, o46l. 138. 6d. for ditto for land ſervice in 1795. 

7, 1000l. for civil eftabliſhment of Upper Canada for oy 

5 4151. for ditto for Nova Scotia. 

4, 5 30l. for ditts for New Brunſwick. 

21,9001. ditto for St. John's Iſland. — «+ 

1,80col, for civil eſtabliſhment for Cape Breton. 

22.321, 105. for ditto for Newſoundland. | 

42001. for ditto of Bermuda Iſland, above preſent lalarieve + 

bl for Chief arp of Bermudas. TIA 
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bool. for ditto of Dominica. A, e, e RM Ts 
3,24 ll. for the civil eſtabliſhment of New South Wales. 2 


25 o, oool. to pay off Exchequer hills of laſt year. Eg 
_ 3,500,000], to pay off other Exchequer bills. 9 . 


He concluded, that if any other information was required, 


he was ready to communicate it to the committee, and then 


moved his firſt reſolution, viz. that 207,000 men be em- 


oyed for the ſervice of the current year.? 


General Tarleton roſe. to obſerve, on the ſtatement made by 


the Secretary at War. The General ſaid, ſeveral of the ar- 
ticles appeared to him highly objectionable, and there was a 
. conſiderable variation in others, from the ſtatement given in 
the paſt year; upon the whole, the ſum total of the eſtimates | 


was much larger than might have been expected in the pre- 


ſent circumſtances of the war. He particularly objected to 
the whole ſtatement of the fencible cavalry, and the expences 


of the corps, eſtimated at 480,000]. He declared he could 


not ſee the utility of ſo much cavalry within the kingdom, in 
addition to the regular troops, and the yeomanry cavalry. 


To the expence of the militia, which was much the fame this 
year as the laſt, he had no objection to offer, that force being 


- the natural and beſt defence of 'the country. The increaſed 


number and experice of general and ſtaff officers was another 


matter that challenged obſervation. The eſtimate for the 


ſtaff of Great Britain being laid at 103, oool. The charge 
for American Teduced officers, he remarked, was as high this 
year as the laſt, though, to his knowledge, this body of men 
was conſiderably reduced. He wiſhed, therefore for further 
explanation reſpecting theſe particulars, without which, he 
faid he could not conſcientiouſly vote away fuch large fums 
of his conſtituents money. He animadverted on the pro- 
greflive increaſe of the land forces, and ſtated, that, from the 
year 1792 to the end of 1794, the increaſe of expence had 
accumulated, in the extraordinary ratio of, from one million 
to eleven. Conſidering - this, and reflecting on the tranſ- 
actions of thè two paſt years, he could not help enquiring 
what had been done proportionate to ſuch a large addition of 
expence to the country? He. declared he remembered when 


Soo, oool. was conſidered as an immenſe ſum for the army 


eſtimates, before the end of the next year, it had ſwelled to 
the enormous amount of 3, o84, oool. If the country went 
on upon this plan of increaſing expenditure, ruin muſt una- 


voidably be the conſequence. With regard to the conduct 
and operations of the war in the Welt Indies and other places, 


he 
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he ſhould reſerve his ſentiments till a further opportunity; 
as the houſe at prefent was not ſufficiently crouded, nor had 
it ſufficient abilities, to judge of the brilliant achievements 
which miniſters had accompliſhed by theſe exceſſive arma- 
mens 30S: 2 „ | 
General Smith wiſhed to dall the attention of the Committee 
to the circumſtance of the Iriſh brigade. The Committee 
ought, he ſa d, to be informed of the expence attending that 
b:izade from the commencement of its formation, and like 
wiſe the number of effective men in that corps. It was highly 
neceſſary, when voting a large ſum of money, that the 
Committee ſhould know in what manner it was applied. 
With reſpe& to the ſums ſtated on account of the arm 
employed in the Eaſt Indies, which the OY at war hai 
intimated, were made a charge upon the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and afterwards repaid by them; it was to be obſerved, 
that the Eaſt India Company was not obliged to pay for a 
larger number of forces than they themſelves required, and 
that the charges for that army were much more conſiderable 
this year than laſt. Another additional expence in the eſti- 
mates for this year, compared with the laſt, was, ir the arti- 
cle of granting to the foldiery certain proportions of bread 
and meat. The Secretary at War ought, in his opinion, to 
have ſtated that as an increaſe to the expences of the ſojdiers' 
pay. There was likewiſe an increafed expence charged to 


| the invalids. r | 
| Mr. Montagu ſaid, he was one of thoſe who had been in- 
ſtrumental in bringing forward the propoſition of affording 
extra proviſions for the ſoldiery. The innkeepers had, in ſe- 
veral parts of the country, refuſed to ſerve the military with 
proviſion on market days, of which complaints had been 
made; and to prevent any further inconvenience to the army, 
the allowance alluded :o had been granted with a good effect. 
Mr. M. Robinſon made a few obſervations on the policy 
of the meaſures” 29h NE 1 5 | 
The Secretary at War deemed it unneceſſary to ſtate theſe 
items in the manner mentioned by the honourable: General, 
becauſe thoſe expences had ſo 0 come under the immedi- 
ate cognizance of parliament. He reminded the houſe, that 
he had ſtated an eſtimate and not an account, and ſurely a 
large computation would be allowed to be better than a ſmall 
one, as future embarraſſments would be thereby avoided, 
while the ſurplus would be remit:ed to the public. With 
regard to the Iriſh brigade, he obſerved, that it was included 
in the article of the difference of pay to Iriſh regiments on the 
Vox. . EEE Britin 
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In ſpeakivg of the expedition going out to the Weſt 
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' Britiſh eſtabliſhment. From the year 1772, Ireland had lent 


five regiments to this country, for which this. country was 


debtor; but as Ireland, on the other hand, received troops 
from this country in lieu of thoſe ſent from thence ; theſe 


troops might be the Iriſh brigade, or any other troops; as, in 
fact, however, they were the Iriſh brigade, on that account he 
did not mention them as a diſtinct charge; but whatever par- 
ticular objections the honourable General might entertain to 


the formation of theſe troops, he could not, on that account, 


impeach the accuracy of the eſtimate which he had read. The 


additional ſubſiſtence money allowed to ſoldiers and innkeepers 


come under the cognizance of parliament. | 

General Smith admitted that in the manner the Iriſh Bri- 
gade had been included in the eſtimate, no expence was in- 
curred : but {till it was neceſſary to enquire into the raiſing 


and ſtrength of that Brigade. 


General Macleod complained of che conduct of Govem- 


ment with regard to the army in the Weſt Indies: they had 


ſent them out, he ſaid, without a proper ſupply of medicines; 
whe conſequence of which, in that dreadful climate, was, 
that immenſe numbers of our brave troops had, periſhed for 
want of proper aſſiſtance; and the mode they took of ſending 
out a ſupply of , medicines was the moſt extraordinary ever 
heard of, They ſent them out in a ſingle ſhip, which that 
monſter Victor Hugues laid wait for, with three ſmall pri- 


vateers, and captured; though at that time we had fix and 


twenty men of war and fourteen ſloops in thoſe ſeas. From 
the dreadful conſequences that had happened in that reſpect, 
owing entirely to the neglect of miniſters, he hoped that they 
had of late been particularly cautious in fending out every 
ſſible medical affiftance, not only for the army going out, 
. for thoſe few troops that ſtill remained languithing there. 
1 "0 

the General declared, he was ſorry to ſay, that accounts had 
been received relative to that armament, that rendered it 
doubtful whethet they would want any medical aid. He 
had heard the late ſtorm had made dreadful havock with the 
fleet. He would ſay no more upon a ſubject ſo ſhocking to 
the feelings, except to exprels an anxious hope that the- ac- 
counts were exaggetated, Should, however, any of the ſhips 


de driven on fhore on our coaſt, he truſted that every aſſiſtance 


would be given them. If unfortunately they ſhould be driven 


on the French coaſt, be hoped his Majeſty's miniſters would 


endeavour to enter into ſome negociation with the French, in 
order that they might be treated with all poſſible e. 1 | 
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The Secretary at War ſaid, it was impoſſible for him to 
know what medical ſtaff the Hon. General would conſider a 
ſufficient one; he was happy however to be able to ſtate, 
(having conſulted thoſe who were the moſt likely to be the 
beſt * ee upon this ſubject), that the medical ſtaff, and 
the ſupplies of medicines of all kinds ſent out with this expedi - 
tion, were, in the eſtimation of thoſe to whom he had alluded, 
rather greater than was abſolutely neceſſary; he was ſure the 
Committee would not wiſh to ſpare expence for the purpoſe 
of preſerving the health of our troops in a climate ſo hoſtile 
to European conftitutions. With reſpect to the want of me- 
dicines in the Weſt Indies, the Hon. General, at the moment 
that he reprobated it, had himſelf aſſigned the cauſe for it, viz. 
the capture of the ſhip in which the medicines were embark- 
ed; that circumſtance was, in itſelf, a proof that government 
took every means in their power to ſupply them. The 
Hon. General had complained that theſe ſupplies were ſent 
out in 2 fingle ſhip. In that very obſervation he had 
again anſwered himſelf; he acknowledged we had a large 
naval force in thoſe ſeas; and therefore it could not be 
pretended, that it was the fault of government, that the enemy - 
were able to take a ſingle ſhip with ſo ſmall a force. As ſoon 
as it was known that the ſhip had been captured, government 
loſt no time in ſending out, in the firſt ſhip that went, all 
the medicines that could be collected at fo ſhort a notice. 
be Chancellor of the Exchequer, regretted the misfortune. 
which occurred to the veſſel that had failed for the Weſt Indies, 
freighted with medicinal ſtores ; but as ſoon as the accident 
was known here, he aſſured the Committee that the utmoſt ex- 
ertions were uſed in every department to-repair the calamity, 
by ſending out large quantities of medicines in all the firſt 
ſhips which ſailed to that quarter. Conſidering the extent of 
the preſent expedition, for its magnitude unparalleled in the 
hiſtory of this country, and the variety of complex meaſures to 
be neceſſarily adopted, it was impoſſible that the equipment . 
could have been made with ſuch diſpatch, without the moſt un- 
remitting diligence have been exerted in every department of . 
government. The commander in chief of that expedition, to 
every one acquainted with his character, muſt be known to be 
moſt materially intereſted in the ſtate of the force he was to 
direct; and in his laſt letter he mentioned that no expence 
or pains had been ſpared for the neceſſary accommodation of 
the men, either in ſickneſs or in health.” _ Eb nh os 
With re{pe& to the particular ſubject under conſideration, 
he was happy to have it in his power to make two communi- 
. Ss 163 _ cations 
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cations to the Houſe. Firſt, that the laſt expreſſes received 


from the commandant of the reinforcements ſent to St. Do- 


mingo, ſtated that the forces had ſafely arrived with the loſs of 
only one man upon the voyage. Second'y, That an expreſs 
had that morning been received from the commandant of the 
laſt reinforcements ſent to the Leeward Iſlands, ſtating that the 


troops had alſo arrived at their places of geſtir. uon without 
the loſs f a ſingle man. 


Mr. AZ. Robinſon ſaid, that it would require a wary eye 0 
ſee that there was no neglect in any part of the public ſervice | 


that related to the military force of the kingdom. 

Mr. Alderman Laſhington declared he believed that due at 
tention had been paid by government to the military ſent to the 
Weſt Indies, becauſe from his correſpondence w.th Sir Ralph 


| Abercrombie, he was enabled, on the authority of that officer, 
to ſtate that the troops under 9 command had every accoms | 


modation that could poſſibly be deſired. 


General Smith was happy to hear of the ſafe arrival of: 
our troops in the Weſt Indies; he wiſhed however to aſk the 


Hon. Gentleman, whether, in the letter he had feen from Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, that officer had expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied 
that every poſſible d:ipatch had been made in n that ex- 
pedition out:? 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer fwd; that Sir Ralph Abet= 


crombie, not having giving his opinion upon that point in the 
letter he had ſeen, he could not pretend to ſtate that fact upon 


the General's authority from his own knowledge; he could 
aſſure the Committee, however, that the moſt unremitting ex- 
ertions wete uſed in forwarding it, and when the very exten- 


ſive ſcale upon which the r gr, was planned, a ſcale ex- 
with any attempted on any 


tenſive beyond all compari 
former occaſion, and the great number of arrangements neceſ- 


ſary to be made, were conſidered, it would not, he believed, be 


imagined that che preparations had taken way greater length of 


time than was indifpenfibly neceflary. _ 
General Tarleton aſked; whether the lock :Aldetwnan 


would not have felt his mind more 2 if the N had | 


ſailed fix weeks ago. 
General Fitzpatrick ſaid, he could not but lament ſome un- 


fortunate circumſtances which had taken place in the courſe 


of the laſt ſummer, and particularly the mutinies that had 


broken out in ſome regiments on account of their being draft- 


ed into other corps. He underſtood from the public prints, 


and though he had no higher authority for the information, he 


belicv ed they. were e correct 1 in ins — it 5 o 
| | e en 
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often happened both here and in Ireland as to be conſidered al- 
moſt a matter of courſe, and that government naturally ex- 
pected it to occur, that if a regiment was raiſed upon certain 
conditions, thoſe conditions, at all events, ought to be kept. 


He read a letter, from Colonel Hay, which poſitively ſtated, 


that the ſtipulations made with his regiment had been broken; 
that this had been repreſented to minittry, and yet no ſatisfac- 
tion had been given; but on the contrary.” His on opinion, 
the General ſaid, clearly and decidedly was, it had been treat- 


ed by miniſters with contempt. 


I he Secretary at Mar ſaid it was impoſſible for goverh= 
ment to be teſponſible for all the engagements entered int 

by the different perſons that were frequently concerned in the 

recruiting ſervice. Government acted in general conformably 

to ancient military uſage, and never violated any ſtipulation 

which it had itfelf entered into. With regard: to Colonel 


Hay's letter, he had reaſon to think the circumitances were not 
preciſely ſuch as that officer ſtated them to be. | | 


The Chancelior of the Exchequer aflured the Committee, 


that it was a rule laid down by the ſeveral departments, in 


concert with the commander in chief, and invariably obferved 


that whatever might be the exigency of ſervice; no queſtion 


of expediency ſhou!d induce them to a breach of faith or a 
departure from the conditions upon which men were levied 
by the authority of government, and he had no reaſon to think 
that this rule was on any occaſion diſpenſed with. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, facts were ſtubborn things, and appearances 


were ſtrongly againſt the Right Hon. Gentleman's aſſertion. 


He held in his band the letter of Colonel Hay, which he pro- 


duced, and read an extract, ftating, that, in violation of the 
faith held out to him that they ihouid not be drafted, an order 
had been ſent from the war office to draft them into other re- 
giments at the moment they were embarking for foreign ſer- 
vice, Mr. Grey called upon for adminiſtration to anſwer the 
fact which he had read. 12 5 e | 


General Me Leod wiſhed alſo for an explanation of another 


fact, generally believed reipecting Colonel Beaumont's regi- 


ment of cavalry, the horſes for which were provide] at the 


expence of 25|, each. The regiment was 'afterwards dif- 
mounted, ſent abroad, and the norſes fold again for 8]; per 
horſe. If the fact were founded, it was, he faid, a ſcandalous 
and ſhameful waſte of the money of the public, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that, it was impoſſible 


for him to be prepared to anſwer every ſtory that different 
gentlemen might have heard and choſe to relate. That Colo- 


nel 


4 
- hey” —— An —— — i. — . —ä — ALS - 
— 


3 


a. 

Raſter ar ter ere em —„— 
"EA —— X56 

ö — — 


— — 
. 


ICT — 
— — ( é— 
—— nn oe Ee es 
ä — — 
= r= 
= 


—̃ —x—ͤ— 
2 — 8 T9 — 
og rt 


— In — 
IS. 


+ 


— ect 


— 
SS ard, 
— * A 


— - * — 
<- 4 7 wo — * 
. — — N OM N 2 — — 
— — 1— 75 — 3 - 
; *- - N _ — — — 


— 3 o 
==" =noty mo 


— — 
— 


— — er een nome 
„ 


neon" Ser - 
rr — er 17 
* . Y. e — — 


— 


wn — . P__ 
— 1 * 6 
. —— — 
8 — 2 "4 2 7 8 er 


333 WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. © con. 


nel Beaumont's regiment of cavalry was raiſed, diſnounted, 


and ent on foreign ſervice, was undoubtedly true; with regard 


to the ſale of the horſes, all that he could ſay was, that he ſhould 
inquire into it. p | „„ 

Mr. Fenkinfon thought it not in the leaſt difficult to account 
for the loſs which occurred in the ſale of the horſes. T he ex- 


jgencies of the ſervice required that ſeveral regiments ſhould 


be diſmounted; and when the horſes were obliged to be put 
up to auction, every gentleman mult be aware they often ſold 
at conſiderable los. 3 oh A 
Mr. Rolle faid ſome alteration was abſolutely neceſſary in 
the Mutiny act, in order to correct the unfair conduct of ſome 
of the-inn-keepers and publicans. He ſtated a fact that hap- 
ed at Glouceſter, where notwithſtanding the allowance 
made to them laſt year by parliament, an inn-keeper took ad- 
vantage of a regiment marching in on a market day to refuſe 


them the neceſſary accommodations. This was likely to pro- 
duce great diſcontent amongſt the military, who, on ſuch oc- 
caſions, might not be fo provided as to be able to ſupply them - 


ſelves. F< | | 1 Ys 

Mr. Techmere, in ſome degree, juſtified this conduct, by 
ſtating, that he was, at the time luded to, at Glouceſter; 
and that the inn-keeper where he put up had ſeven foldiers 
fuddenly quartered upon him, in addition to 14. others of the 
Cinque Port ſoldieis then in town. So far from the inn- 


| keepers deſerving cenſure, Mr. Lechmere thought they were 


more entitled to the compaſſionate conſideration of the Houſe. 

The Secretary at Mar then proceeded to move his reſolu - 

tions founded on his former ſtatements. 44 5 
When the chairman read that which related to expences 


incurred by the extenſive eſtabliſhment of General and Staff 


Officers, | | | | ES 
Culonel Maitland roſe, and animadverted on the prodigality of 


miniſters in this department of the military eſtabliſhment, de- 


claring that it would be neceſſary for him to move for the re- 
turns. Sir Charles Grey, during his diſtinguiſhed ſervices in 
the Weſt Indies, had not, he ſaid, more than five Generals 
under his command; but, by the preſent reſolution, the public 
were called upon to provide for one thouſand field and ſtaff 
officers. There were 30 generals and field marſhals, 62 lieu- 
tenant generals, 200 colonels, and 700 majors. "= 
When they came to the reſolution of voting 480,000]. for . 


the maintenance of 10,000 fencible cava] ry for the enſuing year, 


Gen. M. Leod defied to know, whether miniſters could poſſibly 


aſſign any plauſible reaſon for maintaining ſo great an army of 


fencible 
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fencible cavalry. They could be advantageouſly applicable only 


to two purpoſes ; to defend the kingdom from foreign invaſion, 
or to maintain its internal ee, The country was 


at preſent effectually ſecured from the firſt by the ſuperiority of 
our navy; and as to the ſecond, it could not be neceſſary, ex- 
_ cept to ſupport the machiavelian policy of the miniſter. Of 


what ule he aſked, could ſo many fencible cavalry be, except to 
_ compel the people to give up their rights and liberties, and for 


the purpoſe of patronage ? It was the practice of miniſters to 
encreaſe the forces in large and imall bodies, of one, two, and 
| three troops, to the defire. and diſpoſition of thoſe they wiſhed 

to bribe, as a taylor would fit a ſuite of clothes to the choice of 


' his cuſtomer, although they had not the ſmalleſt apprehenſion of 


any occaſion: for them. - 7 
General Tarleton aſked if it was intended to make any re- 
duction of this body of tropes? 15 We: 


The Secretary at War, ſaid, not at preſent that he knew of; 


he might as well have aſked, of what uſe are any troops at all? 
They were of double uſe, he ſaid, becauſe they might be em- 
ployed againſt the attacks of a foreign enemy, and, I am ſorry 
to ſay, continued he, there has been occaſion for them, and if 
the opinions of certain gentlemen be followed, they were likely 
to have a great deal more occaſion for them.“ He obſerved 
alſo, that they might be raiſed with greater facility than other 
troops, becauſe they were not to go out of the country. 
General Tarleton ſaid, the queſtion was worthy of a motion 


in itſelf, becauſe almoſt half a million of money was therein in- 


_ volved. Since the cavalry lent to the Elector of Hanover was 
upon its return to this country, he thought the fencible cayalry 
might at leaſt be diminiſhed, for he had ſeen them, and they 
did not meet his approbatioun. 2D 
General Smith declared he had thought them neceſſary, at a 
former period, and he did not doubt their exertions in caſe of 
an invaſion, the occaſion for them however no longer exiſting, 


though he had not made up his mind to diſband them, he con- 


ceived that they ſhould be reduced. 


General Macleod aroſe again and ſaid, ſince our fleets had 
been fo triumphant, the idea of a foreign inyaſion never enter- 


ed the mind even of an old woman, aud therefore he conceiy- 
ed them no farther neceſſary, than to ſupport the wickedneſs 
of the miniſter's meaſures againſt the reſiſtance of the people. 
He cautioned miniſters, however, | leſt they finally drove che 
people to actual inſurrection and rebellion, for although it was 


an axiom in their machiavelian policy, that “ a ſuppreſſed re- 


bellion ſtrengthens the hands of che exitting government.” yet 
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= from the examples of this country it was evident that ſuch 
= policy was not to be uſed with our diſpoſitions. He believed, 
er that miniſters wiſhed for a rebellion, to remain in 
power. Let us look to Janes II. the worlt of our kings, and 
i we ſhould find that in leſs than twelve months aſter the ſur- 
i | prefled rebellion, in which the Duke of Monmouth was im- 
i plicated, he was obliged to abdicate the throne. The pea- 
F ple, he faid, might by and by convince miniſters that they 
= had gone 4b far, and that ſuch deſpotic objects could only 
=: 5 de attained by wading through torrents of Britiſh blood. He 
| had no idea, however, of @ Britiſh army figbting againſt a 
Britiſh people, and ſince our regular cavalry,was come or was 
| coming from Germany, he did not ſee the neceſſity of keeping 
#| | up two bodies of this fort of troops, when one would be fully 
1 ſufficient, he ſhould therefore take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it. 
Lord Jobn Ruſſell ſaid, an extraordinary inſtance of the 
manner in which government had uſed the power of the corps 
of fencible cavalry came within his knowledge, and be would 
fate it to the Committee. In a town in his neighbourhood 
R | feveral magiſtrates, were ſitting with him upon public bu- 
; ſineſs; they were, on a ſudden, ſurrounded by a troop of 
13 feneibles; the court, and the inhabitants of the town, were 
firuck with conſternation, and aſked the reaſon of this military 
array ; they were told the military came their to quell a riot, 
and that they had 12 rounds of cartridge and ball. There had 
been no riot there, nor any diſpoſition towards a riot; and he 
wiſhed to know upon what authority government had thus un- 
neceſſarily overawed the peaceable inhabitants of the town to 
which he alluded? . . 6 8 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that government had 
never given orders for the attendance of the military, except 
upon information that juſtified it. He thought, when the 
noble lord had uſhered in bis account with all the pomp of 
military parade, and had proceeded to talk of 12 rounds of car- 
| , fridges and ball, he was to give au account that ſome of them 
| had been fired. But it ſeemed that no harm was done; no riot 
happened: — the appearance, perhaps, of the military prevented 
it: the noble lord had not named the town. 
Tord Fobn Ruſſell faid it was the town of Odihham. 
The Chancellor of the Excheguer then obſerved that as the 
ſubject of the fencibles had been objected to, be thought it 
right to apprize the Committee that it was the opinion of go— 
vernment, that all the regular cavalry of laſt year, with what 
is to come from abroad, together with the fencibles, was 
no more than wes ſufficicut for placing the country on a _—_ 
| | | | | ; table 
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table footing with regard to its foreign enemies, and to anſwer 
for all the cauſes which do exiſt, or may exiſt, for its internal 

tranquillity. e | ; | N 

Mr. Courtenay, after ſupporting Lord John Ruſſell, and con- 
tending for the propriety of bringing the matter forward, ob- 

ſerved, that as the cavalry were returning from Germany, 
there muſt be ſome-extraordinary reaſon for having ſo large a 
body of other troops in the heart of the kingdom. Were they 
to have as many cavalry as they had when they were threaten- 
ed with an invaſion, together with a vaſt number from the con- 
tinent? They had no dread now of an invaſion, The miniſ- 
ters ſaid they were anſwerable for all cauſes which were, or 
which might be, for the tranquillity of the kingdom. There 
vas ſufficient reaſon for having all this military force It was 
to ſupport two Bills that are now depending in parliament, au- 
thorizing magiſtrates to act with military execution on the 
people. It was to ſupport the reading of the Riot act, to thoſe 
who ſhould attempt to debate or ſpeak on any political queſ- 
tion. To authorize the magiſtrate to fire on the people, if 
any thing be ſaid contrary to the opinion of that magiſtrate. 
One of the Bills ſtated, That if, by accident, any perſons 
aſſembled ſhall happen- to be killed, maimed, or hurt in the 
diſperſing, ſeizing, or apprehending, er endeavouring to diſ- 
perſe, ſeize, or apprehend them, that then every ſuch juſtice 
of the peace, &c. and all, and fingular other perſons who ſhall 
be aiding and aſſiſting them, ſhall be free, diſcharged, and in- 
demnified,- &c.“ '1 hat was the Bill, and a magiſtrate might 
ſay, he heard ſomething ſaid againſt the miniſter, and therefore 
he thought it ſeditious. He would ſay again, that, to ſupport 
theſe Bills, the cavalry wers meant to perform military exe- 
cution on the people. | | Ps tg | 
Queition ! queſtion } queſtion }. was loudly called. 
General Smith rebuked this calling for the queſtion, and then 
made ſome obſervations to caution the Committee upon the 
extent of iht propeſed v ỹ e: op 25 | | 
Ihe Committee divided, 
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The ſeveral other reſolutions were then put and carried, and 
the Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be receiv- 
ed on Monday, to which day a further Commi.t-e of Supply 


— 


and of Ways and Means was deferred. | 
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General Fitzpatrick moved, That there be laid before the 
houſe a copy of the Letter of Service for raiſing the 10th, 


or Aberdeenſhire regiment, commanded by Colonel Hay.— | 
Ordered, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. ' 
Mopar, November 23. 
The following Bills were brought up from the Commoeng 
ad read a firſt time. | 
An AG to prevent, for a limited: time, the making of arch 
and hair-powder from wheat; and to permit, for a limited 
time, the importation of ſtarch and hair powder duty free. 
An Act to prevent, for a limited Fines the 5 of 


candles, tallow and ſoap. 
And two Naturalization Bills, 


COM MISSION, 


* => The royal . was given, by commiſſion, to _ land and 
| malt bills; the Act for continuing the duty on mum, perry, 
and cyder; an Act for preventing, for a limited time, the ex- 
portation of wheat, flour, and potatoes, and for permit- 
ting the importation of corn, flour, and other articles of food, 
duty free; and an Act permitting the importation of thrown 
filk, flax, and flax-ſeed, duty fre. 
The commiſſioners were the Lord Chancellor, the Dube of 
Portland, and the Earl oy WH, RT | . 
| Adjourned. | 


| HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
|  Monpary, November 23. 


| Freeze 8 "od Bone 's Naturalization Bills were read a | 
third time and paſſed. 


PETITIONS. | 


The ee petitions were preſented: 

Sir W. Heathcote preſented a petition from the inhabitants 
of the town of Goſport, complaining of the outrage againſt 
his Majeſty, and praying that meaſures may be taken to pre- 
vent feditious meetings. 

Sir Jahn Rous emma a fimilar petition from the __ 7 


| of Suffolk. 
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Mr. Fox defired to know whether that county meeting was 
; convened under any notificatioii that ſuch Bills as thoſe now 
| before the hotiſe were to be taken into conſideration ? 
Sir J. Rows ſtated, that the meeting was convened by pubs 
lic advertiſement, (which he read) and that the ſheriff; by 
whom the meeting was convened, had given public notice of 
the Bills how befote parliament; He aflerted that the meet- 
ing was fo tinanimous, that there was only one diſſenting 
voice; and that it was his firm opinion that the petition juſt 
preſented ſpoke the ſenſe of ninety-nine out of one hundred of 
the county of Suffolk, _ 175 os 
| Colonel Stanley preſented a ſimilar petition from the town 
and neighbourhood of Mancheſter and Salford; and ſtated 
tha ſeven thouſand three hundred and fifty- four names were 
ſubſcribed to it in the courſe of one day and a half. 1 
Mr. Anneſley preſented a petition from the fulleſt meeting 
ever known of the inhabitahts of Reading, in Berkſhire 
againſt the two Bills now pending in parliament ; one entitled 
A Bill for the Safety and Preſervation of his Majeſty's Per- 
| ſon and Government againſt Treaſonable and Seditious Prac- 
tices and Attempts,” and the other © A Bill for more effec- 
tually preventing Seditious Meetings and Aſſemblies,“ and 
praying that meaſures might be taken by that houſe for en- 
tering into à negociation with France, for the purpoſe of 
terminating the war, under whatever form of government 
that country may exiſt. e 
Ordered to lie on the table. | = | 
Mr. Honeywood preſented a ſimilar petition from the citizen bi 
and freemen of the ancient city of Canterbury, Before he * 
moved for it to lie on the cable: he begged leave to ſay 4 ö 
few words; not only upon the ſubject of the petition itſelf, —_ 
but the manner in which it had been obtained. A meeting Wi 
of the citizens and freemen of Canterbuty had, he ſaid; upon 1 
tequiſition, been regularly called by a magiſtrate; and thoſe Hl 
who attended, as the ſubſcription ſhewed, were, in point of _ bl 
number and character, as large, reſpectable, and unanimous as | j 
ever were before aſſembled within the walls of that city. ' 
"The petitioh was afterwards left in the town-hall for the 11 
reception of ſignatures, the greater part of which were 11 
known to be ſubſcribed by perſons of the utmoſt confequence 11 
and character. The chairman of the meeting received the _ 8 
public thanks of thofe who attended it for his fair, manly, and WH: 
| 


4 Is —— — — — 
* — — — — - 
7 (9 eget — — ERS — Rn III "CPAP 
* * — — A, Sg Ig > _ 3 — ns — — — — ——— — 
— 2 5 IE * < IEP — , 2 = 5 = - < 8 1 * _ 
* — — gr — 1 —U— a Ep > ö K — — — 2 5 SW : 2 > — 1 * * * ” 1 
- FS.» — 147 — — os 8 "ILL: 2 > _ Re I. nn TY 3 - < = = — _ 8 5 — — = — 
— — - —— Kd =, — — — — — — — B 
— 5 ra rer. — 8 = — — * 2 wo end: — A Me 
mm y — — — = — - * — = — 64 I we * 6 
— — po hs, = = D 
* * Sy ” * mw — . 
P wy Tr 4 q - r 
- * 
4 


impartial conduct; and the whole meeting aſſembled and diſ- | 371 


_ perled with ſuch order and decorum as reflected on them the [1 | 
higheſt honour and credit. In reſpect to the political prin- WH 
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eiples of the petitioners it was well known that the City of 
Canterbury had uniformly been remarkable for its loyalty 


to the crown, and the partiality of the inhabitants towards the 


2 miniſter had been no leſs notorious. This Mr. 
one ywood ſaid he had no need to dwell upon, as the ſpeaker 
was a witneſs when they preſented the miniſter with the free- 
dom of their city, and had an opportunity of obſerving the 


joy which diffuſed itſelf on every countenance, and that all 


the different orders of the people ſtrained every nerve to ex- 


preſs their eſtimation of his talents and character, 8 


— 


With the ſame zeal and ardour had they manifeſted their 
partiality and attachment to the conſtitution; at the time 
when aſſociations were entered into throughout the kingdom 


dor its defence againſt a foreign invaſion, no men eame for- 


ward with more eagerneſs or more enthuſiaſm. The inha- 
bitants of Canterbury formed a volunteer corps with almoſt 


unexampled expedition, and profeſſed themſelves ready and 


willing to die in ſupport of the conſtitution they ſo much 
venerated and efteemed. He differed with them at the mo- 
ment upon the principle of ſuch aſſociations, becauſe he 
thought the alarm raiſed throughout the kingdom had been 


excited merely for political purpoſes ; he muſt, notwithſtand- 


ing, do them the juſtice to give them ample credit for their 
loyalty, their attention to the laws, their order and diſcipline ; 
and, above all, for their regard to the peace of their country. 
Differing with them, however as he did, becauſe had the 
danger been fo great as it was pretended to be, he could 


neither ſee the propriety nor the neceſſity of ſupporting the 


_ conſtitution by ſtrengthening the military power from a con- 


viction that the people themſelves would never tamely ſub- 
mit to a foreign enemy; and that we had beſides our ſtrongeſt 
and moſt experienced bulwark to defend us, the wooden walls 
of old England. He felt that conviction to be well founded 


at the time, and it had ſince been confirmed by the fact, that 
many of thoſe who formerly differed from him had ſince 
altered their opinions. Various reaſons had induced him to 


object to the corps of cavalry which had been raiſed in Can- 
terbury. Many of the perſons who formed that corps neg- 


lected their occupations; and at the particular period, when 


we ſuffered under the miſerable effects of a famine, the con- 
ſequences were the more diſtreſſing. He wiſhed to ſee the 
broad-{word again converted into a plough-ſhare, and agri- 
culture diligently and induſtriouſly encouraged ; his opinion 


was, that ſuch always ought to be the object, unleſs an actual 


| neceſſity 
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neceſſity, could be proved that it ought to be abandoned for a 
ſtate of warfare, | Op Wl 

Canterbury, he faid, had of late had more the appearance 


of a garriſoned or beſieged town than a free city in a great _ 


commercial country, and conſequently peculiar hardſhips at- 
tendant on military operations had been endured by its in- 
habitants. The camps in the neighbourhood had been a 
further and conſiderable inconvenience, becauſe notwith- 
{tanding the good order and diſcipline, moſt ſcrupulouſſy ex- 
acted, ſome petty depredations and miſdemeanours would in- 
_ evitably happen in the vicinity of any large body of m—_ 
In proportion as the oppreflions and calamities of the peop 
increaſed, pains and penalties increaſed in the ſame ratio; 
and, at this time, when the only privilege remaining was to 
complain, the people were to be deprived even of that mode 
of relief, and their mouths were to be ſtopped ; they muſt 


therefore endure in ſilence. Such an increaſe of pains and 


penalties merely becauſe a few individuals in a moment of 
enthuſiaſtic folly, perhaps of deſperation and madneſs, had 
been guilty of an outrage, for the puniſhment of which the 
exiſting laws were fully ſufficient, Mr. Honeywood thought 
moſt unjuſtifiable. 5 | 

Another inconvenience to which the people were ſubjected 
was, he obſerved, keeping fo large a military force in the 
kingdom, the perpetual marching and counter-marching of 
troops kept the whole country in a ſtate of alarm and con- 
| fuſion ; no ſooner was the rout of a detachment of ſoldiers 
made known, than a party of conftables were fent before to 
preſs the waggons of the farmers into the ſervice for the con- 
veyance of ſtores and baggage. It was, he faid, from the 
nature of the caſe that thoſe waggons were frequently and 
repeatedly preſſed at the very fame time they ſhould have 
been employed to carry off the ſeanty crops which the harveſt 
produced. The conſequence often was, that a wet day 
enſued; the corn was obliged to remain upon the field, where 
it was materially damaged; this incidentally tended to pro- 
mote the general ſcarcity, and thus that ſcarcity became more 
mcreaſed and ſevere. Had theſe inſtances happened only 


once, or twice, or thrice, he ſhould not have thought them 


worth mentioning ; but they had happened fo often, that he 
hoped the War-office would take natice, and endeavour. to 
prevent their repetition in future. To theſe grievances, 
among a variety of others, the people had cheerfully ſub- 
mitted; was it therefore in reaſon. or juſtice, that becauſe 
they have hitherto ſuffered patiently, freſh grievances were to 


be 
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The people could not be inſenſtb 


Briſto!, praying that the Bills might not paſs into a law. 
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be impoſed on them, and when they begin to admit that they 


feel the calamities occaſioned by the war, they are to have 
their tongues tied, and to be deprived of thoſe ineſtimable 
liberties on which the conſtitution depends. Miniſters might 


| ſtop the mouths. of the people, but could they prevent their 


thoughts? Their minds could not be deprived of reflection, 
however capable their actions might be of receiving ſhackles, 

le of feeling ; and although 
they might ſuffer their ill humour to gather and collecti in 
ſilence for a time, it would ultimately break out, and what 
emotions might follow no man could gueſs, much leſs decide. 
The people have hitherto not only ſhewn great and rooted 


regard for the conftitution, but unprecedented loyalty and at- 


tachment to the office and perſon of his Majeſty. Let mi- 


niſters beware then how they act, leſt they not only provoke 


the reſentment of the people againſt their own deſperate meaa 
ſures, but weaken the ſecurity of the throne itſelf. His Ma- 


jeſty, Mr. Honeywood faid, was protected by the love lodged 
in the hearts of his ſubjects, and not by the multiplied pains 
and penalties of rigorous ſtatutes, or the number of the mili- 
tary forces drawn round him. The only men his Majeſty 


could look up to, and depend upon for their loyalty and truth, 

were thoſe who know how much his ſafety depends on the 
eſtabliſhed law and conſtitution of the country; thoſe who 
do not content themſelves by manifeſting their loyalty by 


empty profeſſions, but who evince attachment and bring their 


zeal to the teſt of unanſwerable proof, whenever occaſion 
calls for action; thoſe who, while they reſpect his Majeſty's 


perſon, forget not for a moment their reſpect for thoſe liberties 


which prompt a vigour and ſtimulate a deſire to defend 
him at all hazards. They had ſeen the table covered with 


* petitions complaining of the corrupt influence of the crown, 
which by being diſregarded, he feared had too juſtly afforded 


the people reaſon to conclude that parliament did not attend 
to their real intereſts ; if it had ſo attended, he was ſure there 


would not only have been no war at this time, but there 


would have been no war commenced y 2K France. Peace, 
he inſiſted, was the only remedy for diſſentions, if diſſentions 


did exiſt; he hoped and truſted, therefore, that men who 


meant and acted upon ſuch laudable principles as the freemen 
and citizens of Canterbury would be attended to. Mr. 
Honeywood concluded with moving that the petition lie on 
the table.—Ordered, | Th Bs 
Lord Sheffield preſented a petition from the inhabitants © 


© 4 0 
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Mr. Sheridan aid, that obſerving a reluctance in his lord- 
ſhip to mention the contents of the petition, he would afk him 
| how many names were ſigned to it, and of what deſcription ' 
of people the. ſubſcribers were ? This queſtion he judged 
_ neceſſary, as he had been informed, by good authority, that 
they were of the moſt reſpectable claſs, and conſiſted of 4000. 
Lord Sheffield replied, that he did not think it neceſſary, as 
he had not learnt from the chair, that it was neceſſary to 
mention the number and quality of the perſons who had ſigned 
the petition, nor could he pretend to anſwer. the queſtion with 
any degree of accuracy, He, however, thought it probable 
that the number might amount to 4000. who, for ought he 
knew, were reſpectable people. | 
Mr. Sheridan faid, he feared the petition had got into bad 
hands, nor was he fingular in this opinion, as he had re- 
ceived a letter from Briftol, ſtating, that ſeveral of the 
petitioners felt the ſame a prehenfſions: So unanimous 
were the framers of the petition, that they thought it neceſ- 
ſary to preſent it to that houſe as the ſenſe of the inhabitants 
of Briſtol, which circumſtance the noble lord appeared 
anxious to conceal, and willing to infinuate that the ligna- 
tures were not thoſe of reſpectable perſons. 
Lord Sheffield ſaid, that the honourable gentleman ſhould 


8 * 7 7 ef ng} 0 * 2 — — ——— — 
y * — — — — — > — — —— — — > a _ "LG _ — — — : 3. 
5” A RI Ps THe — _ — — 1 — ENEEESTEN Bs — — TIS = S > EEC 
32 — — — — — nog BEG Seen Bn — 2x : nan ono tn eng ee — — oe 1 = — = — 2 K 
— — —ʒ ᷑ — — — > gay N a * — — — ä R 

— EN * * op 

- D ST TRE 4 29 122 wa 2 7 

4 3 i * 


, * . - . — SD £ * * 
r — NP 4 EY L 2 8 * 7 4 
c l * 1 8 * * 8 * ny 8 8 5 — 
1 ** — = a rr — Hy b wr >, ox" 
: 7 FA 2 L 2 n —— 2 


— 


—— — — 
— U—— — . 
— — — — — — — — 
— — 


ä Ys. . Po 


not put an untruth into his mouth. He did not ſay that the N 1 
perſons who had ſigned the petition were not reſpectable; bur i 1 
ſince he found himſelf called upon, he muſt ſay, that he did - 1 
not know that the petition ſpoke the general ſenſe of the peo- i} 9 
ple of Briftol, he rather believed it did not, becauſe it neither Tit 
came from the corporation, nor from thoſe perſons who were ! 0 
in the habit of addreſſing parliament. 1 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not mean to queſtion the veracity = | 
of the noble lord, but he would repeat, that he had the beſt \\ 
authority for afſerting that the perſons whoſe names were ta 9 
the petition were of the moſt reſpectable claſs, and that it was 1 


HO to convey the ſentiments of the inhabitants of 
Briſtol 
Lord Sheffield repeated his EI opinion, and added, that 
he did not know the ſubſcribers, and that it was probable | 
_ of them had ſigned the petition who had never read it, 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Grey preſented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
town and county of Southampton, againſt the Bills, which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Fox preſented a fimilar one from the inhabitants of | 
N orwich, ſigned by many W of reſpectable perſons. 
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Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition againſt the Bills from 
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That they were perſons, of that deſcription he declared, he 


was well aſſured ; and the fact, he truſted, would. not be 
doubted even by the member for that city, (Mr. Windham), 


now one of his Majeſty's miniſters, the names of many of 


whoſe friends were to be found among the number, Ordered 


ſeveral inhabitants of the city of Cheſter, - He ſtated, that 
unfair adyantages had been taken, in many initances, of the 


- irritation of the loyal mind of the Engliſh nation, occaſioned 
by the outrage offered to the perſon of their Sovereign. An 
| addreſs had been preſented to his Majeſty from the City of 


Cheſter, congratulating his Majeſty on his eſcape from aſſaſ- 


ſination, and praying that he would take meaſures to prevent 
the repetition of ſimilar outrages. He ſaid, he did not fear 
to aſſert that wherever the Bills before the houſe were known, 


were diſliked ; and that the general opinion of the country 


the 
| bad never expreſſed more decided abhorrence and deteſtation 
againſt any meaſures than againſt them. He had received a 
letter from a gentleman in Cheſter, who informed him that 
many of the perſons who had ſigned the Addreſs to the King, 
did not know that it went any farther than to congratulate 
him on his ſafety. x. 12 5 | 


Lord Belgrave (aid, he had had the honour of preſenting 
the Addreſs to his Majecty from the moſt reſpectable part of 


the City of Cheſter. He had lately received a letter, which 
_ Rated, that the jacobins of that place were hard at work, 
and the writer feared they would be too ſucceſsful: that their 


petition was ſigned by ſchool-boys, apprentices, and many 


_ tradeſmen of the lower orders, among whom were ſeveral 
diſſenters; and that when they wanted to make any perſon 
ſign their petition, they aſked him whether he had any ob- 


jection to a peace? From theſe circumſtances he did not 


think it probable that the petition preſented by the honour 


able gentleman, was of the moſt reſpectable kind. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not wiſh that the ſchool-boys 


| hould be taken from learning their Greek to ſign petitions, 


If the perſons who had ſigned that which he now preſented, 


were of the lower claſſes of the community, he muſt ſay, 
that they appeared to know the conſtitution better than their 
| ſuperiors, who had ſigned the addreſs to his Majeſty. Ihe 


latter had tacked to their-congratulations a requeſt, that his 


Majeſty would be pleaſed to take meaſures” for preventing 
future outrages; and if this had any view to either of the 
Bills now pending, it was highly unconſtitutional, * the 
Bs a „ ing 
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King could not take any meaſure without the conſent of Par- 
lianent. The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 2 
© Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition, from Sheffield, ſigned by 
8000 perſons againſt the Bills. | N | 

LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 

Mr Sturt preſented a petition againſt the Bills ſigned by 
12,113 perſons. Many of them, he ſaid, were reſpectable 
tradeſmen z and the reſt were mechanics, artiſans, and la- 
bourers, and a no leſs uſeful and valuable part of the com- 
munity. Theſe people in part conſtituted the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, which a noble Lord (Mornington) whom 
he did not then fee in his place, had, on a former evening, 
connected with the perſons who committed the outrage on his 
Majeſty, but which connection he doubted not to diſprove. 
The noble lord had faid, that he had bought a book entitled 
 #ing-hilling at a ſhop, which recommended regicide; and 

that the book was printed and publiſhed by. the avowed printer 
and publiſher for that ſociety; and hence he deduced his 

_ concluſion, that that ſociety and the perpetrators of the out- 
rage on his Majeſty on the firſt day of the ſeſſion were con- 

nected. Unaccuſtomed as he was to public ſpeaking, Mr. 

Sturt ſaid, it was not likely that he ſhould have it imputed to 
him, that he miſrepreſented the aſſertions of the noble Lord, 
becauſe he had taken his words down. The noble lord having 
endeavoured to prove the connection, by aflerting that Citizen 
Lee was Printer to the ſociety, he ſhould endeavour to diſ- 
prove the connection by aſſerting that Citizen Lee was not 
Printer to the ſociety; and he was able to do ſo from his own 
enquiries of the mother of that man, and of the man himſelf, 
who had both poſitively denied the fact. He had made theſe 
enquiries z fr, in conſequence of ſome doubts which he 
himſelf entertained on the ſubject; and ſecondly, to gain 
ſuch information reſpecting it as his parliamentary duty 
required. He ſaid, he went to the mother of Citizen Lee, who 
lives in a court in St. Anne's-ſtreet, and who informed him, 
that her ſon did once belong to the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, but that he was no longer a member of it, having been 
twice turned out; and this was afterwards confirmed by 
Citizen Lee, who aſſured him of the ſame fact, nor was 
he ever employed by Thelwall, or connected with him 
directly ot indirectly. Thelwall always printed his own 
ſpeeches on his own account, put his name to them, and 
publiſhed them himſelf. Mr. Sturt hoped that this 
would do away the odious impreffion which the houſe. 
had received of the intentions of the London Correi- 
Vol. I. 1795. | z ponding 
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ding Society, as connected with the book which Citizen. 


Lee had publiſhed ; a book which he conſidered too diſgrace. 
ful to bring before that houſe. Excepting the title of the book, 
there was nothing in it; at leaſt, worthy the notice of that 
| houſe; and the man had declared to him, that he merely put 
the title of King-Hilling to it with a view to excite a ſale for it. 
The paragraph on tyrannicide, he ſaid, was copied from a 
paper called the Cabinet, which was publiſhed: by a ſociety. 
of gentlemen twelve months ago, and other parts of it were 


of a more diſtant date. | 
To ſhew how abſurd, how mean, contemptible, and in- 

ſignificant the publication was, and how little worth the 
notice of the houſe, Mr. Sturt quoted a few words with the 
explanations annexed to them, as the noble lord had done 
upon a former evening. Theſe were, BRASS! i. e. Dun- 
dat. —CONSEQUENCE ! Pitt, full dreſſed, ſurrounded by his 
myrmidons of 5 PENSIONS : Sinecures which a 

miniſter receives for himſelf and his relations, of 4000l. a year, 
and yet not ſatisfied.” How could any perſon, he aſked, for 
a moment imagine that ſuch ridiculous and ſtupid paragraphs 
were treaſon? And why ſhould it be concluded that a large 
body of people were concerned in the ſale of ſuch miſerable 
traſh? Many of the perſons ſo implicated, were as good 
friends to the conſtitution as the noble Jord who brought that 
charge againſt them; and he would undertake to affert, that 
there was not one incendiary at the meeting at Copenhagen- 
houſe. He wonld go further, he would take upon him to 
aſſert, that they were better friends to the conſtitution than 
many perſons high in power and authority, particularly a 
certain Muſti, who had the audacity to declare, that, The 
maſs of the people in every country had nothing to do with 
the laws but to obey them.“ © Theſe people, ſaid Mr. Sturt, 


are friends to a parliamentary reform; and they apprehend } 


that if the parliament does not acompliſh that reform, a revo- 

lution will effect it; and fo do I, nay, I will go farther, per- 
 _ haps I think a revolution better of the two.“ At any rate, 

he declared, he could not but think them better friends to the 
conſtitution than the right honourable gentleman oppoſite; 
for that right honourable gentleman had deſerted the cauſe 

_ which he profeſſed to ſupport, whereas they continued to main- 
| tain it ſtiſl. The right honourable gentleman had formerly = 
agitated the queſtion of parliamentary reform, and got into 
power by appearing to be its moſt zealous advocate, 

Had not, he afked, the people a reaſonable or rather an 
ample ground for complaint, that the public money was laviſh- 
ed with a wanton extravagance ; if a brave officer, = = 

b Fes Au | = .-.-» folate 
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ſoldier, or ſailor, after ſpending a long life, and loſing a limb 
or two in the ſervice of his country, received no more than 
5l. a year for ſubſiſtence, while others by duplicity and 


deceit, obtained large penſions for doing little more than con- 


ſpiring a the liberties of their country? A penſion of 


that profuſe ſize had, he aſſerted, been recently given to a 


man, whoſe writings ſet the world in a flame, and who had 


reviled and calumniated the people of re e and 2 this 
| S than a 


man's hypocriſy and apoſtacy was rewarded with no le 
penſion of 4000). a year. This, and matters like this, the peo- 


ple complained of, and were juſtified in deſcribing and diſ- 


cufſing them as grievances. The delaration of the noble lord, 
upon the proceedings at Copenhagen-houſe, had, he obſerved, 
gained more ſupport than he expected: fortunately thoſe declara- 
tions could deprive no man who attended that meeting of his life; 


and if ever the caſe ſhould come before a Britiſh jury, all 


treaſonable and ſeditious intentions on the part of that meeting 


Vuould, he doubted not, be ws ge, e oe As a proof of 
the purity of the intentions of the 1 


iety, he would beg leave 
to read to the houſe an extract from the ſpeech delivered there 
by Mr. Thelwall, which was as follows: | 
Thus convinced, and thus feeling for the miſeries of my 
fellow-beings: perceiving, as I think I do, the political 
ſources of theſe calamities, and convinced of the neceſſity of 
ſpeedy and effectual redreſs; believe me, I do not mean to damp 
the ardour with which you purſue that object; but I will tell 
you, according to my judgment, what is the line of conduct by 
which we may obtain it. It is not by tumult, It is not by vio- 
lence. It is by reaſon; by turning our ſerious attention to facts 


and principles; by bold and determinate inveſtigation ; not to 


be checked by idle threats, nor turned aſide by actual danger. 


It is by the reſolution to proceed like enlightened, bold, and 


peaceable ctizens, determined to reſpect, in our own con- 


duct, the ſacred laws of humanity and good order; but rather | 


to die than to ſuffer the turbulence, injuſtice, and perſecuting 
fury of others, to drive us from thole principles of liberty 
and juſtice which the force of conviction has incorporated with 
our exiſtence; principles upon which the happineſs, nay, the 
all ſucceflive generations, may depend. | 

Citizens! theſe are objects too grand and important to be 


| bread, of our children, and our childrens* children, through | 


accompliſhed by the headlong projects of tumultuary violence. 


What advantage can you receive from pulling down a crimping 


| houſe? The conſequence will only be, that crimps will prac-- 
tiſe their vile art of man-ftealing with more cunning and ſe- 


crecy, and conſequently * ſucceſs, than they do at 


preſent 
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preſent. What advantage can reſult from pulling down a mill, 
or waſting and deſtroying by wholeſale, the neceſſaries of life? 
The conſequence is this, you increaſe the evil, inſtead of re- 
moving it; you deſtroy the means of your own ſubſiſtence; you 
ſuſpend induſtry ; and you injure the cauſe of liberty, by the 
pretence you furniſh to the ſupporters of corruption and op- 
preſſion, to repreſent you as a parcel of ignorant plunderers, 
and thus give them a colour for exerciſing ſtill worſe deſpotiim 
than ever. 1 8 %%%%%CVVVVVV Ort re 
« Citizens ! it is not a crimp, it is nota baker, a miller, or 
a maltſter, no, nor even a few deſpicable and avaricious mono- 
emen and foreſtallers; thoſe are not the authors of your ſuf- 
rings; ſor beings of this deſcription could not live but for the 
corrupt ſyſtem you have the misfortune to have eſtabliſned over 
you. And therefore, it is the ſyſtem you muſt reform, not 
wreak your revenge upon individuals. Revenge and perſonal 
chaſtiſement are not only cruel, but they are fallacious and in- 
adequate means of reform. If you defiroy one ſet of villains, 
another ſet will ariſe in their place, whom the corruptien of 
the ſyſtem will quickly make as villainous as the former, But 
if you procure that weight and balance which you ought to 
have in the repreſentation and legiſlation of your country, 
if you obtain annual parliaments, and univerſal ſuffrage ; it 
will be no longer in the power of a ſet of worthleſs beings to 


orimp, murder and ſtarve you, for the gratification of their 
| Caprice, rapacity, and ambition. | : 1 


„ Adhere then to reaſon, and to the principles of truth and 
juſtice; for theſe are the principles of liberty: and be well 
aſſured, that when the principles of liberty ſhall be well un- 


derſtood throughout the country, when facts ſhall be known, 


and cauſes properly inveſtigated, it will be no longer in the 


power of tyrannical miniſters to oppreſs you under the ſem- 
dlance of liberty; or, in the words of the poet, to 


6: Make us ſlaves, and tell us *tis our charter. . 


When thoſe principles ſhall be properly underſtood, mankind 


will ſee and abhor the wickedneſs and deformity of the preſent” 
ſyſtem ; and the inftruments will be no longer to be found by 
whom the oppreſſions we groan under can be carried on. 
% Welt then, Citizens, for what purpoſes do you meet? 
Certainly not at this moment to redreſs your wrongs upon the 
ſpot, but to ſpeak the means of redreſs; and to point out 
thoſe means to you, I believe, will be the beſt act of friend- 
{hip that can be done towards you. This, it is true, is no 
eaſy taſk; but let us enquire till we have found it out. One 
thing, at leaſt, I think we muſt already have diſcovered, 
namely, that in the preſent aggravated ſtate of n and 
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miſery, the wrongs of mankind cannot be redreſſed in details 


They muſt be redreſſed by wholeſale; that is to ſay, by the 

removal of the cauſe: for it is impoſſible for any human being, 
oraſſociation of human beings, to have the power or the means 
of relieving, one by one, all the calamities he beholds. The 
real lover of mankind muſt therefore labour to redreſs their 


wrongs, by purifying the fountains of political diſpenſation. 


What are theſe impure and polluted fountains? Parliamentary 


corruption! the ſyſtem of cabinet intrigue! the ſyſtem of 
rotten boroughs ! It is by theſe that the people are deprived 
of their right of electing thoſe who are to make the laws by 


which they are to be governed; and the conſequence of this 
privation is, as might naturally be expected, that thoſe wh 
make the laws pay no attention to the intereſts of thoſe who 
have no influence in appointing them to make them. And be 


aſſured, it is by the diſcuſſion of principles alone, by laying the 
axe of reaſon to the root of the tree of corruption, . that the 


| blaſting foliage of luxury, and the poiſonous fruit of oppreflion, 


can be deſtroyed. And this is not to be done by tumultuary 


raſhneſs, by perſonal animoſity, malevolenee, or faction. It 
is to be effected only by a ſteady adherence to reaſon, truth, and 
juſtice; and whoſorver, by the violation of theſe principles, 


gives a handle to the tools of deſpotiſm for exerciſing” their be- 


loved ſyſtem of oppreſſive coercion, whatever may be his mo- 
tives, his ſincerity, or his zeal, is, in effect, an enemy to the 


Pg 


cauſe of freedom, and not a friend.“ 


Was this a language to excite diſorder, to create tumult, or 
_ occaſion outrage? - The only difference between the right 
| honourable gentleman and the ſociety was, that the one had 
abandoned the parliamentary reform, while the others ſtood 


- 


buy it, and would ultimately gain their object. 


will now ſhew what is treaſon; and if the Houſe knows its 


own dignity, and feels the fame regand for it that I do, it will 


not helitate one moment to proſecute the author. The author 
is a magiſtrate of Newſoundland, a man directly in the pay, 


and under the influence, of miniſters; and I will venture to 
aſſert, that the paragraph I am now about to quote, from the 
pamphlet he has publithed, is one of the moſt atrocious libels 
that ever has appeared againſt. the Houſe of Commons, and 
againſt the conſtitution of this country. The following da- 


ring paſlage is his definition of monarchy: - 


„ With the exception of the advice and conſent of the Two Houſes of par- 
liament, and the intee Non of Juries, the Government, and the adminiſtration 


If the Houſe will give me leave, ſaid Mr. Sturt, T will read 
a bit of treaſon. Since I have ſhewn' what is not treaſon, I 
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of it in all its parts, may be ſaid to reft wholly and ſolely on the, King, and thoſe 
appointed by him. Thoſe two adjuncts of Parliament and Juries are ſubſidiary 

and occaſional; but the King's power is a ſubſtantive one, always viſible and ac- 

0 tive. By his officers, and in his name, every thing is tranſacted that relates to 
the peace of the realm and the protection of the ſubject. The ſubject feels this, 

and acknowledges with thankfulneſs a ſuperintending Sovereignty, which alone is 

|  congenial to the ſentiments and temper of Engliſhmen, In fine, the Government 

-- of England is 'a Monarchy; the Monarch is the ancient ſtock from which have 

' ſprung thoſe. goodly branches of the Legiſlature, the Lords and Commons, that 

at the ſame time give ornament to the tree, and afford ſhelter to thofe who ſeek 
protection under it, But theſe are ſtill only branches, and derive their origin and 

their nutriment from their common parent: they may be lopped off, and the tree 
78 a tree ſtill; ſhorn, indeed, of its hanours, but not, like them, caſt into the 
fro. The Kingly Government may go on, in all its functions, without Lords or 

Commons: it has heretofore done ſo for years together, and in our times it does 
ſo during every receſs of parliament ; but, without the king, his parliament is no 
more. The king, therefore, alone it is who neceſſarily ſubſiſts without change or 

diminution ; and from him alone we unceafingly derive the protéction of law and 
Lopped off! (continued Mr. Sturt.) This is a pretty fel- 

low! What ſort of a tree will the conſtitution be When the 
Houſe of Commons is lopped off! Miniſters know that an ad- 
monition has been given reſpecting this, and that a letter was 
{ent upon it, and yet the whole has hitherto been ſuffered to 
remain unnoticed by them.” On this account it was that 
Mr. Sturt then brought it forward. It was a moſt infamous 
libel; and the duty he owed to parliament, and to his coun- 
try, obliged him to do fo, If Lee was amenable to the laws, 
was not Reeves ſo? Mr. Sturt was unwilling to inſtitute pro- 
ſecutions againſt any man; but when a man like this went 
trotting about to every dirty hole and corner to hunt up ſedi- 
tious publications, (for he had even been and threatened Ci- 
tizen Lee's mother for ſelling a few pamphlets, while he him- 
ſelf was guilty of a greater crime,) he ſhould not be permitted 
to paſs unnoticed. It was impoſſible that the Hon. and learn- 
ed Gentleman oppoſite (the Attorney General) could read 
eyery pamphlet that was publiſhed; but notice had been given 
of this, and therefore he ſnould have examined it. Mr. Sturt 
concluded by moving for leave to bring up the petition, which 
was ſigned by 12,113 people; a great part of whom had not 
only given their names, but places of abode. 5 
The motion being put and ſeconded, leave was given to 
bring up the petition, which was addreſſed in the n 
words: .õöͤõͤöĩð7Ié 8 
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A 25 the Hmoarabl the Cal of Great Britain, in Parliament 


| . affembled: _ 
2 The yolk the ente Britains, Inhabitants of London and its Environs, 


the BILL OF RIGHTS, on the SubjeQs: of the threatened Invaſion of you 
Conftitutional Liberties. 


May it pleaſe your Honourable Houſe, : 
e Your Petitioners approach you, once more, to make their grievances and ap- 
prehenſions known, in a legal and conſtitutional manner, to that branch of the 
legiſlature, which, from its legal ſtyle and form, was evidently intended to'Be the 


and privileges! But we approach you, not as heretofore, to claim the reforma- 
tion of exiſting abuſes ; if thoſe claims had been attended to, the cauſe of our pre- 

| ſent petition could never have exiſted. We come not to repeat our unanſwered 
arguments on the neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform : (the very propoſition of 
the meaſures we now proteſt againſt is a demonſtrative evidence of the neceſſity of 


| firmneſs, to conjure you not to drive the people of this diſtreſſed and irritated na- 
tion to ſuch deſpair as the adoption of the coercive ſyſtem in agitation before you | 


Honourable Houſe to remember, that the vital energies of the Britiſh Conftitution 
conſiſt of the liberties of ſpeech and of the preſs; that the ſafety and preſervation of \ 


pend upon the ſtrict obſervance of the proviſions of that admirable ſtatute of trea- 
bons, extorted by a virtuous Houſe of Commons from Edward the Third. We 
conjure you alſo to remember, that the invaſion of theſe liberties, and the violation 
of this ſafety, by arbitrary inſtitutions, and new theories of conſtruftive treaſons»s 


— 


confirmed by corrupt repreſentatives, and arbitrary acts of Parliament, have never 
failed of being productive of confequences the moſt alarming both to the govern- 
ment and people. That the adoption of thoſe very max ims and precedents upon 
which the propoſed meaſures are evidently founded, brought one unhappy prince of 
the Houſe of Stuart to the ſcaffold, and drove another with his poſterity from the 

| throne; and that therefore to propoſe and ſupport ſuch meaſures, f is, in reality, to 
endanger not only the tranquillity of the nation, but the ſafety of his Majeſty's 2 


forward. 


« Permit us ſolemnly to o conjure | this Honourable Houſe to recolle& the events 
chat immediately prece:ded and produced the revolution of 1688; the doctrine 
advanced in juſtification of that memorable event, and the principles which eſta- 
bliſhed the Houſe of Brunſwick on the throne. Let us conjure you alſo to conſi- 
Gy, with due deliberation, the licaits and the Facred nature of that compact which 


aſſembled together, to expreſs their free Sentiments, according to the Tenor of | 


conſtitutional guardian of the Peoples Liberties, and the champion of its rights 


ach reform z) but we approach you with conſtitutional reverence and Britiſ̃i 


vue are firmly perſuaded, in the end muſt inevitably produce. We conjure this 


our lives and Iiberties (moſt after that immortal inſtitution the trial by jury) de- | 


though ſometimes aſſumed under pretences of ancient prerogatives, and ſometimes 


Perſon and government, in ſupport, of which theſe meaſures are faid to be __ | 


exiſts 
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exiſts between the government and the people; and the dreadful conſequences which 
- muſt inevitably enſue, if ever thoſe Itmits ſhould be violated, or this compact 


broken ! If thoſe circumſtances are duly conſidered, we feel ſettled confidence 


that the ſtrong, and hitherto unparalleled attempts to deſtroy the perſonal ſecurity 
ol the people of thoſe realms, and annihilate the ſacred right of political diſcuſſions 
will meet with the decided reprobation of this Honourable Houſe; that precedents 
drawn from the tyrannical teigns of the Tudors and the Stuarts, will be rejected 
with indignation ; and that this Honourable Houſe will be truck with horror at 
the idea of ſtaining the annals of the Houſe of Brunſwick, by the revival of thoſe 
very meaſures which brought the Houſe of Stuart into ſuch general odium, and 
; was produQive of ſuch intolerable oppreſſion, as to juſtify the reſiſtance of the peo- 
ple, and produce that glorious revolution, upon the principles of which, and of 
Which alone, the Houſe of Brunſwick is, at this time, entitled to the Britiſh | 
Cron. | „ „ 5 918 
6 Your petitioners therefore pray this Honourable Houſe to conſider the pur- 
port and tendency of the Bill introduced, for the reſtriction, or rather the utter 
prevention, of popular aſſemblies for the purpoſe of political iuveſtigation,and to dil. 
miſs it with that marked diſapprobation it ſo juſtly deſerves; to guard with the 
moſt inviolable reſpect that ſacred inſtitution, the trial by jury; and to ſuffer na 
arbitrary innovations, under any pretence whatever, on the exiſting laws of tre- 
fon and ſedition; laws which have hitherto been found fully competent to all the 


Juſt purpoſes of free and equitable government. 


„ And, finally we entreat this Honourable Houſe to believe, that when we 
profeſs our abhorrence of all tumult and violence, and rcje& with the utmoſt in- 
dignation the groundleſs calumnies that have been ſpread againſt our peaceful, 
drderly, and conſtitutional meetings, we do do it from a firm and long ſettled con- 
viction that all acts of violence and outrage are moſt eminently injurious to that | 


great cauſe of national and conſtitutional liberty to which we are attached: At 
the ſame time we conjure you to confide in the firmneſs and temperanee of the 
people of Great Britafn, who, we truſt, have not degenerated from the ſpirit and 
bravery of their anceſtors, nor forgotten the important leſſons inculcated by theic 


| | examples." | 


Mr. Wilberforce aid he had received a letter from Lord 


Mornington, ſtating that indiſpoſition obliged him to be ab- 


ſent. In that letter the noble lord declared, that when he de- 
livered his ſpeech, he was perſuaded that there was a connection 


betwixt the principles of the London Correſponding PR 4 : 


and the outrage on his Majeſty which followed; and he doubte 


not, but that when he ſhould be able to come down again to the 


Houſe, he would have it in his power to make that connection 
appear; Mr. Wilberforce added, that he was perſuaded no 


Gentlemen would be more ready to come forward and eſtabliſh 
| his aſſertions than that noble lord. a | 


* 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that the noble lord, or, indeed, if the 
Houſe, by its votes, could be cleared from the imputation of in- 
dulging in calumnies, it muſt be by 7 to go into an 
engquiry and evidenge of facts, and not by re 
ſuppoſitions. The more he enquired, the more he was con- 


ing upon bare 


vinced that the noble lord had been egregiouſly miſinformed: 
aſſertion was no proof. It came out, upon enquiry, that Citi- 
zen Lee was not printer to the Correſponding Society; that 
inflammatory publications were not circulated by their autho- 
ity, nor had the particular hand- bill, entitled King Killing 


no Murder,” been authoriſed by them. The whole muſt have 


been the fabrication of ſome perſon who wiſhed to bring the 


ſociety into diſcredit. He remembered a circumſtance ſimilar 


which took place in © The Society of Friends of Freedom ;'?* 


aperſon who, from his violence, was ſuſpected of being a ſpy, _ 


contrived to extinguiſh the lights, when a great number of 


hand-bills was thrown about the room, of a ſeditious and in- 


flammatory nature. Upon the lights being reſtored, and the 


hand- bills read, the ſociety expreſſed their abhorrence of this 
tranſaction, and their diſapprobation of the hand-bills; and 
they uſed every endeavour to diſcover the authors of them, 
who were probably the Government Reporters. Was it, he 
aſked, fitting that the Houſe ſhould aſſume the fact of ſuch 


hand-bills being publiſhed by the Correſponding Society, and 


upon that aſſumption, ſhould paſs acts, which, in their extent, 


affected the whole kingdom? He complimented Mr. Sturt 


highly on his ſpeech, which he declared to have contained much 


good ſenſe, and to have been delivered in as plain, manly, and 


conſtitutional language as he had ever heard. He animadvert- 


ed on the pamphlet mentioned by Mr. Sturt, which was clearly 
a libel upon the Houſe of Commons, was it a light thing that 
ſuch a libeller as this ſhould' go unpuniſhed ? That ſuch a li- 
beller ſhould be ſuffered to print, and to circulate the moſt 
atrocious libels upon the conſtitution unnoticed was ſcanda- 


lous. If there was any thing he ſaid which ſerved to keep up 
in the country the ball of contention, it was this glaring par- 


tiality. This diſcovered itſelf in the year 1791, after the 


Birmingham riots. Nothing of that activity was diſcovered _ 
againſt the church and king mob, who deſtroyed the houſes _ 
ot peaceable citizens; nothing of that activity againſt the li- 
bellers of diſſenters, when they were charged with wanting to 


poiſon the river water. Where were the importunity: and ac- 


lvity of the legiſlature on thoſs occaſions ? It was no his wiſh 
Mr. Sheridan faid, to proſecute for publications in general; 
but there were various 3 not only of Mr. Reeves, 
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but of Mr. Arthur Young,. which were infinitely more atro- 
cious libels againſt the conſtitution, than any that had been 
pointed out by the noble lord. Nor could he ſuppoſe, that if a 
5 verre againſt ſuch libellers was moved, that any of his 
Majeſty's miniſters dare oppoſe it. VVT 
Mir. Canning repeated his former arguments, that were it 
ſtated as an hiſtoric fact that ſuch a outrage was committed on 
his Majeſty, that a few days previous to the circumſtance tak- 
ing place, an hand- bill had been circulated at a public meeting, 
that king-killing was no murder, and yet, that no connection 
could be traced hetween that outrage and this hand- bill, that 
few or none could be found who would be inclined to draw 
ſuch an improbable concluſion, He ſaid, he believed the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Sturt) was ſingular in his opinion, that, 
excepting the title, he ſaw no harm in the hand bill, 
Mr. Fhitbread declared, he could not conceive how the 
honourable gentleman, by his ſpeech, had eſtabliſhed any 
ſuch connection. If that honourable gentleman had conſent- 
ed to have gone into an enquiry as to facts, then the hand- 
bill might have been traced to its ſource ; but without ſuch a 
Committee being inftituted he conſidered it as a foul calumny 
to inſinuate, that the hand- bill was the production of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society; whilſt, at the fame time, every 


* to have an enquity inſtituted was refuſed. „ 
r. Lambten ſaid, a doubt arofe in his mind, whether the 
hand-bill was written by any member of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, or by one of the ſpies or reporters of 
government? The quotations given by a noble lord, rendered 
ſuch an enquiry neceſſary; without an enquiry, the publication 
Was undeſerving of notice. It had been ſaid in behalf of the 
noble lord, (lord Mornington, that he was not in the habit of 
making raſh aſſertions. He believed that to be true, and yet, as 
thoſe on his ſide of the Houſe, who had made enquiry, denied 
the charges adduced, he ſubmitted, whether, in point of can- 
dour and duty, the Houſe ought not to have inſtituted an en- 
quiry? He adverted to the pamphlet, entituled, 8 
on the Engliſh Government,“ which was aſcribed to Mr. 
Reeves, and declared, that it was the duty of the Attorney 
General, if he meant to adminiſter equal juſtice, to proſecute 
the author of the pamphlet with ria xp? a5 In that pam 
phlet, monarchy had been compared to.a tree ; but he would 
_ obſerve, that, in order to its growth in this country, it was 
neceſſary that it ſhould be planted in the ſoil of liberty; in no 
other would it flouriſh ; in this ſoil alone would it attain vi- 
Zour; and if endeavours ſhould be uſed to tranſplant it in to 
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any other foil, the fair and goodly tree would pine away, de- 


_ cay, and periſh, 


Mir. Canning roſe to explain, One gentleman he remarked 
had intimated, that the hand-bill, exce-ting the title alone was 


but little objectionable ; another gentlemen: had vindicated 
this aſſertion ; he therefore thought he had a right to draw the 
| inference he had done on ſuch declarations, | 


Mr. Sturt roſe to explain. He declared he did not mean to 


ſay that the doQtrine contained in theſe hand- bills and pam- 


phlets was not abominable ; but that, take away the title - 


„ King-killing no Murder,“ much of the offence contained 
in the publications would ceaſe, OI e 
| 5 Martin in a ſhort ſpeech diſelaimed the idea that what 
any Hon, Gentleman on that fide of the Houſe ſaid, ſhould be 
| imputed to him, or conſidered as the act of the whole; that it 
Was ſufficient for him to expreſs his own ſentiments, without 

being accountable for the expreſſions of others. | 


Mr. Grey vindicated Mr. Sturt from what he termed, the 


miſrepreſentation of an honourable gentleman, (Mr. Can- 
ning); he ſhewed that the honourable gentleman's, (Mr. Can- 
ning's) favourite argument, that ſuch a doctrine was preached 


at Copenhagen-houſe, and that ſuch a practice followed, 


might be retorted on miniſtry, Mr, Sturt's ſpeech, he ſaid, 
contained much good ſenſe, and ſound conſtitutional prin- 
ciples. He pointed out tne dilemma in which the houſe was 
involved. It was ſaid to be neceſſary, on account of what 
had paſſed at Copenhagen-houſe, to paſs a law to reſtrain 


public diſcuſſion z and yet it appeared that no fuch doctrine _ 


was held as has been ſtated, nor could the offenſive hand- bill 
be brought home to that ſociety. ' Would the people of Eng- 
land, he aſked, tamely look on, and fee their liberties torn 
from them upon ſuch a ſhallow pretence ? 


people of England would know that nothing objectionable had 
paſſed at Copenhagen-houſe; and they would reject the idea, 
that, becauſe a ſingle ſolitary hand bill had been circulated, 
which had no ones en with the Society, therefore, with one 


* ſweep of authority, the whole liberties of the people of Eng- 
| animadverted on the 
pamphlet of Mr, Reeves, and obſerved, that, in better times, 


land are to be obliterated! Mr. Gre 


his Majeſty's Attorney General would have inſtituted a proſe- 
cution againſt ſuch a libeller of the conſtitution on his own 
accord, So far from giving credit to the exiſtence of the 


$ treaſons reported, he verily believed that no other treaſon was 
hatched, but what proceeded from his Majeſty's Cabinet. It 


3H 2 15 


The ſpirits of 
Engliſhmen were not, he hoped, ſo far extinguiſhed; the 
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had been aſſerted in another place, that the people had no- 


thing to do with the laws but to obey them. To uſe the 
words of an honourable gentleman, when he heard ſuch doc. 


trine, and ſaw ſuch practices immediately follow that doctrine, 
what was he to ſuppoſe, but that a ſyſtem of terror was to be 


attempted to be introduced in this country, and that a con- 


ſpiracy againſt the liberties of the people actually exiſted ? 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the houſe had 


inſenſibly got into a warm debate before the order of the 
day had been read, and conſequently before the real buſi. 


: neſs of the day was fairly under their conſideration ; he com- 


plained of the protraction which the important buſineſs of 


the day was likely to experience from the irregular debate that 


had ariſen. It was in his idea unneceſſary to enter into the 
merits of the queſtion at that time, he would therefore reſerve 


himſelf until the Bills went into a Committee. Moſt of the 
arguments urged againſt the meaſures, he thought, applied 
the other way, and were cogent reaſons for adopting them, 
however unneceſſarily they had been brought forward in that 
' tage of the buſineſs. But what purpoſe could be anſwered 
by this irregular diſcuſſion, he was at a loſs to imagine, ex- 
cept that of delaying the buſineſs for a day, 5 


- 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he conſidered the converſation to be perſectly 


in order. A large body of the people of England had been 


accuſed of diſloyalty and ſedition, and the proofs, which were 
neceſſary to confirm the allegations, had been reſolutely 
denied. No attempt, therefore, that could be made to free 


them from ſuſpicion, and to confute the reflections which had 
been thrown upon their characters by a noble lord on a former 
night, could, in juſtice be deemed diſorderly or irregular. 


He concurred completely with his honourable triend 
(Mr. Sturt) reſpecting the hand- bill that had been ſo much 
talked of reſpecting &:ng-#illing, that excepting the title, the 


. contents of the paper were too contemptible for notice; and 
he ſubmitted it to the conſideration of the houſe, whether it 


was fair to apply the title of a hand-bill, the matter of which 
was too inſignificant to be regarded in any other light than as 


conſummately contemptible, of a hand- bill, the real origin of 


which it was impoſſible to aſcertain, to the whole proceedings 
of any ſociety, who never appeared by any one public 


avowed by them, to have uſed or countenanced a ſingle 
word which the hand-bill contained. Nor was this the only 


point of view, Mr. Fox ſaid, in which it could be proved that 


the diſcuflion was in order, Bills had been brought into | 


parliament, 


— - 
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parliament, apparently founded on the abuſes practiſed by 


certain ſocieties, the proceedings of which had been ad- 
verted in debate; it was therefore ſtrictly regular to ac- 
company a petition from theſe ſocieties with an open and 
candid explanation of their principles and views: it was 
ſtrictly regular to enquire into the facts upon which the 


meaſures propoſed were ſaid to reſt; and to inveſti- 


gate the grounds of the deſpotic plan which miniſters had 
formed of reducing the people under a yoke, which neither 


they nor their fathers had been accuſtomed to bear, nor: were 


willing to ſubmit to. With reſpect to what had been urged 
on the impropriety of delaying the progreſs of the Bill, in his 
opinion, the houſe would do eſſential ſervice. to themſelves 
and their conſtituents, if they could but retard the paſſing of 
the Bills for a ſingle day. It had been ſaid, that gentlemen on 


te ſide of the houſe on which he ſtood, felt ſtrong upon the 


_ occaſion, and that they were forward in bringing on the de- 
bate before it could regularly take place, He owned, that 
he had no ſmall ſatisfaction in the conſciouſneſs that they did 


not fee] weak, and that their opinion poſſeſſed every ſanftion 


which the loud and unanimous. voice of the people could 


confer. All he wiſhed was, that miniſters would abide by 
their declaration, and that they would continue obſtinately to 


preſs the Bills upon the houſe, after they were found to be 
generally unpopular. . 


Mr. Mrrice Robinſon was decidedly of opinion, that the 


Bills ought not to be hurried through the houſe, but that 
time ſhould be allowed for aſcertaining the ſentiments and 
opinions of their conſtituents. 


Mr. Potuys ſaid, that underſtanding Citizen Lee to be the 


publiſher or vender of certain inflammatory papers, ex, 
tracts of which had been read to the houſe on a former night, 
he was led to conclude that Citizen Lee was the printer to 


the London Correſponding Society. He thereſore from ſuch 


premiſes inferred, that the inflammatory papers originated in 


the London Correſponding Society. 


General Tarleton ſaid, he could not praiſe the ingenuity of 


Mr. Powys, in drawing ſuch concluſion from ſuch premiſes. 


| Becauſe Citizen Lee ſold the ſpeech of Mr. Thelwall, 
no reaſon could, in his opinion, be drawn to prove the con- 


nection of Citizen Lee with the London Correſponding So- 


ciety. The Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite to him 
_ might juſt as well contend, that becauſe his ſpeech might ap- 
Pear iu ſome of the public prints the next morning, he was, 
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jn ſome degree, anſwerable for all the ſentiments which thoſe 
prints might contain. Ts | 5 

Mr. Gurtenay roſe in order to prove the abſurdity of Mr. 
Powys's argument. Thelwall's ſpeech, it ſeemed, was ſold 

by Citizen Lee. Perhaps the honourable gentleman's 
fpeech would be printed in the True Briton ; did it follow | 
from thence that the printer. of the True Briton was his 
printer? With reſpect to the hand- bill in queſtion, entitled, 
„ King-killing,” Mr. Courtenay faid, he was firmly per- 

ſuaded, that it had been written and circulated by ſome of 

the ſpies, alias reporters of government, in order to fix a 
ſtigma on the characters of thoſe whoſe proceedings they were 
appointed to watch, His conviction on that point, he de- 

clared, was ſtrengthened by the circumſtances attending the 
pop-gun plot. A man had been expelled from the Correi- 
ponding ſociety for immorality. This degradation he con- 
fidered as an inſult, and determined to take a ſpeedy oppor- 
tunity of revenging it. In order to effect this, he * gave 

Information to the Privy Council of a plot which had been 

formed to aſſaſſinate his Majeſty, naming, at the ſame time, 

a few reſpeCtable perſons concerned in the treaſon, and, by way 
of evidence, produced a drawing of an air-gun. Upon that in- 
formation they were taken into cuſtody, and confined in priſon 
for ſeveral months, without any plauſible reaſon being aſſigned 

for ſuch a violent proceeding. Mr. Parkinſon, a medical gen- 
tleman of high reſpectability, had ſpoken to the general good 
character of one of the ſuſpected delinquents ; but his inter- 
ference proved of no benefit in juſtifying their characters, or 
meliorating their ſituations. The individual in queſtion en- 
treated being brought to trial, but his enemies could not face 
him before an Engliſh jury. He demanded his releaſe, but 
his demand was refuſed ; and he was defired to ſupplicate, as 

a favour, what he could not obtain as a right; as, Mr. Cour- 

tenay faid, the Lords of the Privy Council never grant juſtice | 

but as a favour. This plot had. long afforded a topick for the 
miniſterial newspapers to exerciſe their ingenuity upon, and 
was induſtriouſſy ſpread by the Chief Fuſtice of Newfoundland. 
All the time they were in confinement, paragraphs appeared 
in the True Briton, the Sun, the Times, and even in the 
Gazette, in order to prejudice the country againſt thoſe who 
nad been falſely calumniated ; and in order to influence the 
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minds of a Britiſh- jury, to give an unjuſt ſentence, founded 
upon a perverſion of the Jaws, Mr, Cannes declared, he 
was no apologiſt of theſe ſocieties; he never attended them, 
nor bore any part in their councils, conſequently he knew 


not whether they had been guilty of abuſes or not. If they 
had committed any irregularities, the exiſting laws, he was 


ſatisfied, were ſufficient to puniſh them. In a letter written 

by Smith to the Privy Council, he mentioned the relief which 
he had received from the London Correſponding Society ; 
and he ſhould not have been ſurpriſed, by a mode of reaſon- 
ing analogous to that which had been adopted that evening, 
that, if theſe men had been found guiity, from the ſimple 
circumſtance of Smith's receiving a pecuniary aſſiſtance from 


8 the Correſponding Society, his crime would have been charged 


upon that body. At leaſt it would not have been more ab- 
ſurd and unjuſt than to implicate that Society in all the ſe- 
ditious libels which had been publiſhed by Citizen Lee. If 
there were any who doubted the ſufficiency of the exiſting 
laws, he called upon them to reflet on the hard fortune of a 
poor bookſeller, who had been conſigned to ſeveral years im- 
priſonment, for felling a pamphlet of the contents of which 
be was wholly ignorant, a ſeverity which he thought might 
= boy ſatisfied the cold blooded malignity of miniſters them- 

ehre: : 5 e 8 | 

| papal BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 8 
Mir. Sturt moved, That the houſe do order the Attorney 


General to proſecute the author of * Thoughts on the Engliſn 


_ Government.” _ | * 
The Speaker ſaid that the motion could not be made in that 

form. The honourable. member ſhould firſt make his com- 
plaint, and then move that the paſlage he complained of be 
read by the Clerk, HEM 1 


General Maclesd moved that the whole of the pamphlet 5 


| ſhould be read, as there were many other libellous paſſages. 
The Chancellr of the Exchequer ſaid, he would not enter. 
into the diſcuſſion of the merits or demerits of the pamphlet 


_ alluded to, but he called upon the houſe to decide, whether 


they ought to ſacrifice the important ſubject of diſcuſſion ex- 
_ pected to occupy the attention of the houſe a great part of the 


evening, to an object of an inferior moment, which had ac- 


 cidentally occurred. He moved for the Order of the Day, . 
Mr. Buxton ſaid, he wiſhed that a proſecution might. be 


entered into againft the author of the pamphlet in queſtion ;. 


but, at the ſame time, he would vote for the Order of the 
Day, in order that the Bill, which was the regular when 
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for debate that day, and was fufficiently important to engage 
and occupy their whole attention might be gone through, 
Mr. Jekyll (aid, when he recollected the unexampled rapi- 
dity with which two Bills, which aimed at the ſubverſion of 
the liberties ef the country, had been hurried through parlia- 
ment, he was not ſurpriſed at any mode of expediting their 
progreſs, which the miniſter, in the warmth of his zeal, might 
preſs upon a Houſe of Commons, whom he always found ob- 
ſequious to his wiſhes. He put it, however, to the conſci- 

_ ences of members, whether a meaſure, which ſtruck at the 
very falvation of the liberty of the people, was to receive their 
final ſanction, before their conſtituents had ſent them the in- 

ſtructions of which they ought to be in poſſeſſion in their deli- 
berations upon a matter of the utmoſt moment. He appeal. 
ed alſo to the ſenſe which the repreſentatives of the Commons 
of Great Britain entertained of their own dignity, if they 
would tamely ſuffer the political and conſtitutional neceſſity of 

their exiſtence to be called in queſtion. He ſaid he took cre- 
dit to himſelf for having been the firft to expoſe the pamphlet 
to public cenfure, or rather, he might have ſaid, to public ex- 
ecration; and he aſked if, in other times, indeed if in any 
times but the preſent, a perſon could be ſheltered under the 
auſpices of government, from the conſequences-of ſuch an at: 
tack upon two conſtituent branches of the legiſlature jz or whe- 

ther his being a hireling of adminiſtration would ſkreen him 
from the puniſhment of a libeller of a Britiſh Houſe of Com- 

| mons ? Except he was protected by power and influence, he 
was perſuaded that he would find no aſylum in the juſtice of 

the country. He doubted not there were ſtill enough of ho- 
nour and independence in a Britiſh jury, and virtue ſufficient 
in Engliſh judges, to bring the author to condign puniſhment. 
The queſtion was not, whether the Houſe of Commons ought 

to be calumniated, it went further, and was whether it ought 
to be lopped off as an excreſcence. He ſpoke on the ground 
of privilege ; and therefore the queſtion which he ſpoke to was 
entitled to the priority of every other deciſion. He appealed 
to the higheſt authority of the Houſe (the chair) whether he 
vas not right, and whether the paſſage that had been read was 
not a breach of privilege ? He therefore hoped that the Houſe 
would come to a deciſion of ſo momentous and conſtitutional 
a point; and if, by ſuch diſcuflion, he ſhould be ſucceſsful 
enough to retard the progreſs of the Bills, he ſhould conſider it 
as a moſt fortunate occurrence. He hoped that the petitions of 
the Commons of Great Britain would come thundering at 
their door, and that they would force from the hands of a deſ- 
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perate adminiſtration,” the dagger they had raiſed in order to 


plunge it into the vitals of the liberties of England, and that 


the Houſe would never forget the criminal intentions of the 


aſſaſſin who had meditated the ſtroke. | | 


The Speaker ſaid, it was the eſtabliſhed practiee of diet | 
Houſe to give a preference to all queſtions of privilege. © The 


_ queſtion then was, whether this was a breach of privilege ? if 

it was, another queſtion - aroſe, - viz. whether it was of a na- 
ture to juſtify the Houſe in diſcuſſing it before any other buſi- 

"neſs? Theſe queſtions were for the deciſion of the Houſe. 


Mr. Burdon ſaid, he could not pretend to poſſeſs enough 
knowledge of the ſubject of privilege to be able to ſpeak to that 
queſtion. He allowed the importance of the matter in debate; 


when however he recollected the anxiety of the public mind to 
know the preciſe nature of the Bills pending in parliament, he 
was extremely defirous that the Houſe ſhould go into a com- 
mittee on one of them that night. . 


Mr. Erfeine ſaid, that having the higheſt of all authorities, 


tat of the Speaker, to conſider the preſent as a ſubject of great 
importance, he ſheuld decline entering upon any collateral 


matter in anſwer to what had been advanced on the relative 
importance of the order of the day. He was extremely ſorry 


that the rules of the Houſe did not entitle them to aſk the opi- 
nion of the Speaker on another point, viz. whether it was a 


_ queſtion of privilege or not? This being the caſe, however, 


all that was left him was to take the opinion of the Houle. 
Taking it for granted that the paſſage quoted from Mr. Reeves's 
pamphlet, was a hbel, it muſt, he ſaid, be either conſidered as a 


queſtion of privilege, or not. If it was not a matter of pri- 
vilege, it was prejudging the caſe to direct the King's Attor- 


ney General to file an information againſt the preſumed libel- 
ler. If it was a libel, (and if it was not, he knew not what 
Was, for not only the Conſtitution, but the very exiſtence of 
the Houſe of Commons, was repreſented, as a matter of little 
or no concern, ) the only point to be ſettled was, whether a 
libel upon the Han of Commons was, or was not, a queſtion 


of privilege. He would adduce a precedent : in the caſe of the 


King againſt Stockdale, who reflected on the conduct of that 
Houſe reſpecting Mr. Haſtings, upon what authority did the 
_ Houſe order the Attorney General to file an information 


againſt him? In that caſe, the Houſe immediately voted that 


the libeller be proſecuted in the King's Bench, on a breach of 
Privilege ; if a perſon fay, that, if the Lords and Commons be 
lopped off from the Conſtitution, was it a leſs breach of privi- 
lege? Mr. Erſkine faid, he would make no motion that the 
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2 ' Houſe follow the precedent he had quoted; but the Speaker 
had diſtinctly ſaid, that if it amounted to a breach of privilege, 
it ought to have the precedency of any other inquiry. Should 
this obſervation of the Speaker's be right, of which he enter- 
tained no doubt, would gentlemen, at a time they were paſſing | 
laws againſt unproved ſeditions and ſuppoſitious treaſons, for- 
bear enquiry whether the maintaining that two branches of the 
legiſlature were equivalent to nothing, was puniſhable ? Would 
the houſe ſhew a total inſenſibility to the public mind, at pre- 
ſent rouſed, irritated, and anxious at finding their liberties be- 
ing attacked by the Bills pending in parliament ? If they 
paſſed ſuch a libel unnoticed, ſuch treaſon againſt the conſti- 
tution, they would oblige the people to doubt whether or not 
they had any liberty. ggg. 8 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had, he obſerved, preſſed the 
importance of the Bills, as if the people of England were more 
anxious to have their liberties taken away, than to preſerve the 
exiſtence of that invaluable right, the right of repretentation ; a 
poſition which the Right Hon. Gentleman mi ht endeavour to 
palm upon the Houſe, but it would require much more inge- 
| _ of argument than he could command, to render it cre- 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he did not mean to 
argue upon any of. the ſentiments contained in the pamphlet. 
A motion had been made to direct the Attorney General to 
_ proſecute the author; which he thought irregular and infor- 
mal, the Houſe of Commons being veſted with the power of 
vindicating their own rights, and puniſhing the violation of 
| ins privileges. He wiſhed therefore to pals to the order of 
the dag, e ee . 
Mr. Charles Nyndham put it ſeriouſly to gentlemen, whe- 
ther or not they would paſs to the order of the day, when 
ſuch a complaint was ſtated to them? His own opinion was 
that they ought to vote, that the order of the day be poſtponed, _ 
and the pamphlet taken into immediate conſideration. _ 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman had in ſome meaſure 
anticipated what he was going to ſay in ſtating his ſenſe of 4 
libel; it did not follow, as he aſſumed, that the whole nature 
of the caſe was changed, becauſe another gentleman had faid, 
he ſaw, the caſe in a different light. In the caſe of Stockdale, 
as ſtated by his learned friend, the matter was put upon its right 
foundation, How truly had it been faid, that men felt ten- 
derly on the ſide of perſonal intereſts, but differently on that 
of juſtice. France emerged from a ſtate of ſlavery, and ſhook 
eff the chains of hes tyrants; = general flame throughout Eu- 


rape 
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rope was the conſequence; an armament was ordered; war 
was declared; millions of treaſure had been expended, and 
_ thouſands of lives had been facrificed. Poland was robbed of 

her liberties: by the lawleſs graſp of overgrown ambition. In 
one ſpeech of the miniſter, he lamented over the ſcene of op- 
preſſion, and ſhortly after, a treaty was ſigned to guarantee 
the robbery. The Correſponding Societies came forward 
with ſpirit in the cauſe of parliamentary reform, and a few pal- 
try libels were publiſhed ; the habeas corpus act was ſuſpend- 


cd; indidtments for high treaſons were drawa and preſented to 
grand juries; new treaſons were enacted, and the bill of rights 


was repealed; a more atrocious libel than any that had 
been publiſhed had appeared from the pen of a miniſteriab hire- 
ling againſt the Houſe of Commons, and the motion which was 
made is the order of the day. Good Good, Sir! if the houſe 
paſſes to the order of the day, ſaid Mr. Fox, what idea will the 
people have of us as friends to the conſtitution and lovers of 
impartiality? How different, ſaid he, are the errors on the ſide 
ol liberty, and the errors on the fide of deſpotiſm! Though he 
Vas not by any means inclined to recommend proſecutions 
for opinion, yet, in the preſent inſtance, he called upon the 
houſe to come forward in vindication of their privilege, theit 
dignity, and their exiſtence. CC Mo n$5 cos RT 
Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, that, although the preſent diſcuſſion 
was rather untimeiy, he could not vote for the order of 
the day, when a ſubject came before the houſe which no one 
could doubt was a bteach of privilege and that, a breach 
of privilege of the groſſeſt nature. He profeſſed him- 
ſelf to be a total ſtranger to the pamphlet, and its author; he 
could not however tamely hear it aſſerted, that the Houſe of 
Commons could be lopped off, and that government might go 
on with its wonted vigour. So different was his opinion, that he 
was convinced the monarchy of the country could not go on 
an hour without the Houſe of Commons, without the exiſtence 
and practical exerciſe of thoſe doctrines which placed the mo- 
narch of the country on the throne. The publication in queſ- 
tion, was, he ſaid, clearly a breach of privilege; and the beſt 
way of coming to the order of the day, would be to have the 
pamphlet firſt read, that the houſe might deter ine upon it. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there could be no doubt 
bol the order of the day, when a breach of privilege was com- 
plained of: the honourable mover of the queſtion thould there- 
fore have ſtated the paſſage in the regular form of acom#!aintts. 
the houſe, and had the words taken down ; his complaining of the 
Attorney General not having proſecuted the book, was, in a 
ee , EY manner 
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| mnt giving up his claim upon the houſe to take notice 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid it was eaſy to get rid of the dilemma 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman had made out. In order 
therefore to remove the punctilio deviſed by the political ſpe- 
cial pleader, he would comply with the forms of the 
| houſe, and move that the particular paſſage be taken down: 
which being done, he replied to the obſervation of Mr. Ser- 
jeant Adair, and urged the propriety of an immediate diſcuſſion. 
He quoted another ſentence or two from the pamphlet, and 
ſaid he would not advert to the outrage which the paſſage alſo 
reflected againſt the lords, but leave them to affert their own 
dignity, nor would he inſult the feelings or the underſtanding. 
by enlarging upon the atrocity of the outrage, as if any thing 
| —_ neceſſary to carry to their mind a proper ſenſe of its mag- 
nitude. a J34 40 VVV 
Mr. Serjeant Adair, in explanation, declared that it would, 
in his opinion, have been a more timely ſeaſon to have brought 
the preſent buſineſs forward, when it had been firſt noticed. 
Mr. A. Robinſon ſaid, that the deſigns of miniſters were no- 
torious; they proſecuted with ſeverity all who wiſhed to re- 
form the abuſes of government; but the advocates of deſpotiſm 


were their own friends, and hence they would let them go un- 


puniſhed. The Right Hon. Gentleman had endeavoured to 
overthrow the conſtitution, but his aim had been defeated. 
The Attorney General ſaid, he was happy that the debate had 
taken ſuch a turn, becauſe it went to ſupport the honour and 
_ dignity of the houſe. Before he could decide upon the paſſage 
in queſtion, he ſhould think it became him, as a jury would 
_ do, to read the whole book, in order to ſee. whether the con- 
text qualified the argument complained of as a breach of pri- 
vilege. Surely, from a ſingle paſlage, the honeurable Mem- 
ber had not a ſufficient claim on the houſe to deem it a breach 
of privilege. In his opinion the whole book ought to be read 
before the houſe could decide that point. 
The Secretary at I ar ſaid, the purpoſe for which the preſent 
ſubject had been introduced by gentlemen on the other tide of 
the Houſe was extremely obvious, nor would he have riſen to 
favour in the laft degree their views of treſpaſſing upon and 
occupying the time which ſhould have been devoted to a more 
important diſcuſſion, had it not been to prevent the concluſion 
- which filence might have ſerved to corroborate, that he agreed 
with gentlemen on his fide of the houſe as to the libellous na- 
ture of the paſſages. He was not yet prepared to give any 
opinion upon that point; he did not, however, think the __ 
FH or ly 3 Z racter 
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racter of it a juſt one. As far as he was then prepared to 
decide on it, it might be perfectly innocent. It was, he 
thought, merely ſpeaking to a fact about which antiquarians 
might diſpute, viz. whether the Monarchy was antecedent to 
the other parts of the Conſtitution; and might poſſibly ſurvive 
or ſubſiſt without them? It was ſuch an opinion as any hiſto- 
rian might, he conceived, give of any form of polity: poſſi- 
bly it was wrong; he imagined, that there was not in the 
context any thing to juſtify gentlemen in ſo ſeverely attacking 
it. If it were tried before that tribunal which gentlemen ſen- 
tenced it to, he did not think though there was no ground to 
conclude that Mr. Reeves was the author, there was ſufficient 
to condemn it. Of the perſon who was faid to be the author, 
very indecent language had been uſed; the gentlemen who ſo 
traduced his character had doubtleſs good reaſen for their con- 
duct: the author had incurred their diſpleaſure in proportion 
as he had gained the good will of the country. He: hoped 
neither the houſe nor the country would forget his exertions 
in the year 1792, in which he was followed by the whole na- 
tion. If they forgot thoſe laudable exertions, they were un- 
grateful. Mr. Reeves was a man holding an honourable place 
under Government, and receiving the rewards of honourable 
ſervices ;. His conduct in general was approved by the greater, 
and, he was ſure, the better part of the nation, But the 
conduct of Oppoſition had expoſed them to the imputation of 
being too deeply involved in the machinations which the acti- 
vity of Mr. Reeves had labofired to deſtroy; and why was he 
on this account to be debarred from ſpeaking his ſentiments, or 
from contributing to defend the Conſtitution? [Here he was 
called to Order by Mr. C. NMyndbam ] by 
The Speaker. ſaid, that if any thing was miſtated by the 
| Honourable Gentleman, he might be corrected when he ſhould 
The Secretary at War continued. Gentlemen oppoſite to 
him charged his Majeſty's Miniſters with being flow in call- 
ing libellers to juſtice z they argued as if the Conſtitution was 
overturned by a ſingle libel, when they had no ſuch appre- 
benſions on account of the ſwarms of libels which had been 
taken notice of by the Houſe; libels which never could be 
contradicted. Did they feel no apprehenſion from all the 
Libels of the Societies, though their profeſſed object was the 
ruin of the Conſtitution? Theſe were the errors of liberty, 
to be ſure. But though their avowed intention was the ſub- 
_ Verſion of all order and government, there were none of theſe 
_ alarms felt by gentlemen oppoſite to him. Except the ſingle 
_ libel of Paine, which every one felt at his own door, there 
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Vas not one acknowledged by the Oppoſition to be unconſti- 
tutional. Gentlemen were ſure that Lords and Commons 


were arraigned in the publication alluded to, though they ne- 


ver before evinced the ſmalleſt ſenſibility about all the calumny 
which the Societies threw upon Parliament. Even in the 
ſpeeches of many of the Honourable Gentlemen oppoſite to 
him, he and his friends had been diſtinctly arraigned; he wiſhed 
the country to judge, whether there was more deſpotiſm in 
the Miniſtry, or anarchy in the Oppoſition. He knew the 
purpoſe of their ſeverity and the abuſe of Mr. Reeves. The 
country, he ſaid, would judge whether the danger of deſpot- 
iſm, or the danger of anarchy, were moſt to be apprehended. 
The people would decide upon the conduct of what an Ho- 
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Courtenay). had formerly called a 
_ deſpicable, wicked, and deteſtable Adminiſtration, and the 


views of a daring and deſperate Qppolition, who, to conceal 


their own crimes, would introduce the anarchy of France and 
all its horrors, He knew well their motive for traducing Mr, 
Reeves, and other active Magiſtrates, and eſpecially thoſe of 

Weſtminſter, many of whom were men of great reſpectabi- 
lity. Their defigns and aims were clearly developed, and 


their zeal after their former ſupineneſs well underſtood. The 


Secretary at War concluded with ſaying, if the charge 
amounted to a breach of Privilege, it might be tried: but as 
far as he could judge, the ſentiment was innocent, and by no 
means juſtified the commentaries beſtowed upon it. 
General Smith ſaid he believed the Right Honourable Gen- 


_ , tleman was the only man in the Houſe who would venture to 


declare thoſe unconſtitutional opinions, ſentiments ſo deroga- 
| tory to the Conſtitution and the privileges of that houſe, 9. i 
had heard the Right Honourable Gentleman on other occaſions, 
when the Liberties of his Country hung on his tongue with 
| honied eloquence; when he heard him maintain the utter ſub- 
verſion of it, the complete overthrow of all his former uphold- 
ings, in ſuch ſtrong language as he had then held, he could 
% ̃ ( ↄ ↄ ͤ ⁵ↄð GAS; Ss 1 
. Who would not laugh if ſuch a man there be; 

« Who would not weep if Atticus were he? wy 


Hie muſt lament that the right honourable gentleman was 
fo changed and altered from himſelf. Would any man then, 
who conſidered how jealous the Houſe of Commons were of 
their privileges, ſet one moment quiet, and hear ſuch doctrines 
ſupporfed? He found in the entry of the ſtanding orders of the 
houſe, on their journals, a complaint againft the Honourable 
ES 07 3477; 150-5 , 
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Alexander Murray, for a libel againſt the Houſe of Commons 
in the year 1771, in a pamphlet publiſhed by him, called 
« An Appeal to the People of Great Britain;” the conſe- 


quence of which was, an Addreſs to his Majefty, that he 


would give directions that his Attorney General ſhould proſe- 


cute the authors, printers, or publiſhers of it. Why had not 


Adminiſtration followed the precedent in the preſent inſtance 
agreeable to the honourable gentleman (Mr. Sturt's) motion, 
inſtead of pretending that other important buſineſs claimed the 
| firſt attention of the Houſe: The peaceable demeanour of 
all ranks of people, in aſſociations the moſt numerous, in 
every reſpect, that had ever been known in the country, the 


General ſaid, was a complete proof that the Bills were not of 


the importance pretended. _ pa 

= JM, Hardinge ſaid, that he was attached politically and per- 
ſonally to the right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Windham) 
but that he could not help expreſſing aſtoniſhment and con- 


eern at his opinion, that ſuch a paſſage as that before them 


inſulated as it ſtood, and upon the firſt bluſh of it, even was in- 
nocent; no regard for him (and there was not one of his nu- 
merous friends who could more ingenuouſly revere him) could 
induce him to be ſilent after ſuch an opinion had been delivered, 


or to ſuppreſs the feelings of his mind upon the ſubject. He 


thought it as groſs a libel upon the Commons of England as 
could be imagined ; and 'though he was clearly of opinion, 


upon general principles, he read the whole work before he con- 


demned the writer. He would make no ſcruple to fay, that 

he thought no context would or could explain away the guilt 
of thoſe words. e OE 

He ſaid it was true that a jury would not even determine 
the ſenſe of particular words without reference to the whole 


of the paper, and he hoped juries would never give up the 
right of examining the feditious tendency of that which an 


indictment ſhould call a ſeditious libel. | 
He was clearly of opinion that a libel upon the Houſe of 
Commons was a caſe of privilege, and thought it ftrange it 
| ſhould be neceſſary even to aſſert it; but he thould certainly 
diſdain to argue it. 


He added that another topic had excited his concern, and 


that as a Member of Parliament he would ever proteſt againſt 


it. He meant what he had in the caſe of Mr. Haſtings called 


a /et-off; that is to ſay, a general panegyrick upon the indi- 
vidual whoſe conduct was accuſed, when it was only upon that 
conduct, as it ſtood by itſelf, that a judgement of the Houſe 
could be given with dignity, public ſpirit, or effect. 
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Mr. Grey ſaid, he was not much ſurpriſed at the doctrine 
which he had heard delivered by the Honourable Gentleman 


Who had juſt fat down; the conduct and principles which the 


_ Honourable Gentleman had lately adopted, had led him to 
_ conſider the progreſs of his apoſtacy, which muſt hold him up, 
if not to the aſtoniſhment, at leaſt to the reprobation of his 


friends; that progreſs was leading the counſels of the nation 


to lo perilous a criſis, that he could not think of it without 
horror. What could not be expected, when the groſſeſt and 
moſt flagrant treaſon to the conſtitution was not only aſſerted 
that it ought not to be puniſhed, but was rewarded with the 
approbation of his Majeſty's miniſters? The treaſon againſt 
the Houſe of Commons, or the other branch of the conſtitu- 
tion, might go unheeded and unchecked, (nay that damnable 
and deteſtable doctrine contained in the pamphlet was ſup- 
ported, ) whilſt the leaft glance at kingly power, or its inva- 

fion, was puniſhed with rigour. | TED 

The Honourable Gentleman had complained of the inde- 
cency of attacking abſent characters. For his part, Mr. 
Grey ſaid, he was not at all ſwayed by perſonal conſiderations 


__ reſpecting the author, or rather the gentleman to whom it 


was imputed; I confine myſelf to the damnable and abomina- 
ble doctrine, ſays he, which has been maintained. This tender- 
neſs for abfent characters with the Honourable Gentleman 
Was bub a novelty. Had it been Thelwall, or a gentleman _ 

whoſe name had been bandied ſo much about of late, Citizen 
Lee, who was abuſed on the authority of ſcraps of paper, 
which they could as little prove to be true as they would al- 
low to be inveſtigated, the idea of indecericy would never 
have occurred to the Honourable Gentleman's mind; and, 


' _ diſtorted as his imagination then was, he ſaw nothing unman- 


Iv, nothing unfair in what had been faid againſt Mr. Reeves. 
Often had the Honourable Secretary at War, who was be- 
come the advocate of the preſent delinquent, liſtened with 
exſtacy for whole nights together to the detail of pretended 
conſpiracies, glutting with a kind of rancorous joy upon the 
miſerable catalogue made up of ſhreds and patches. The 
Honourable Gentleman confidered the extract alluded to, as 
a fact for the conſideration of antiquarians; that is to ſay, 
vuvbether monarchy was the ſtock, and the lords and commons 
but the branches, which might be lopped off. If this was 
not a groſs libel againſt the privileges of the houſe, he knew 
not what might be ſo conſidered. The author of this libel, 
it had been contended by the Honourable Gentleman, was 
entitled to candour and to inculgence. It was merely a * | 
; | | Ig: | Er Odd | or 
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; for the diſputation of antiquaries. lad Citizen Lee, bow - 
ever, ſtated (by the way with much greater conſiſtency to the 


principles of the conſtitution ) that democracy was the trunk, 
and that monarchy was a branch which adorned it, but did. 
not maintain the ſtock,” would not the circumſtance have 
excited all that warmth of eloquence which ſo much diſtin- 
guiſhed the Honourable Gentleman, and called forth that 
torrent of abuſe of French politics and Jacobin projects; and 
had the words 1p off been employed, it would have inftantly 
aſſociated all the ideas, and produced thoſe deſcriptions which 
the Honorrable Gentleman's warnith of fancy conjured up in 


ſuch flowery and glowing colours. An antiquarian or hiſto- 


rian, the Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, might be exceed- 
ingly doubtful whether the lords and commons had not been 
mere branches from the root of monarchy. After ſo ſtrange 


and ſo extraordinary language all his doubts at length-vaniſh, 
and he ſpeaks out: he thought proper, in the firſt inſtance to 


afſert, without qualification or explanation, that the ſentiment 
was perfectly innocent, and the paſſage, as it ſtood, without 


any qualification from the context, was perfectly innocent; 
let it therefore, ſaid Mr. Grey, be examined. [He read the 


exceptionable paſſage as before ſtated.) Good God, ſaid 
Mr. Grey, is this ſentiment innocent? Let it proceed: 


From the monarch alone we unceaſingly derive the pro- 


tection of law and government.“ This is an excellent ſen- 


timent, and purely innocent! The pamphlet goes on to ſay, 
* and ſuch it is wiſhed they ſhould continue by nine tenths 
of the m . eg Ou, | hs 


Mr. Grey ſaid, he hoped the Honourable Gentleman would 
have the conrage to ſupport his opinion, and to defend the 
pamphlet in queſtion. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
had thought proper to aſeribe their hatred to Mr. Reeves to 
his conduct in 1792, and to date their deſire to run him down 


from that period; for his own part, Mr. Grey ſaid, he 
was ready to confeſs that the conduct of that gentleman, in 
1392, did not much recommend him to his good opinion ; 
and thoſe perſons who had'been miſled by Mr, Reeves, and, 
induced to follow ſimilar conduct and adopt ſimilar opinions 
with him, lamented their acquieſcence, as they ſaw, at this 
time, the meaſutes that were produced in w een 


The Honourable Gentleman had triumphantly aſked, why 


they did not proſecute the Correſponding Society, and other 
ſeditious writers, as well as this libeller of the Houſe of Com- 
mons: the Honourable Gentleman might be anſwered, that 
to look to pamphlets was not their general ſyſtem ; their ob- 
ject was to look to government, to watch their meaſures with 
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jealouſy and ſuſpicion ;. but, on the other hand, when miniſters 
were dealing out proſecutions in the groſs, and in ſome caſes 
ſtretching the laws on rn their tone, they had ſuffered this 
_ daring breach of privilege and libel on the conſtitution to go 
without any puniſhment whatſoever; a libel too, which from 
its tendency, was as much directed againſt the ſafety of the 
monarch, as againſt any other branch of the conſtitution. 
Before he ſat down, he begged leave again to aſk the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, whether he would manfully 
and daringly, without conſtruction, reſervation, amendment, 
or qualification, by reaſoning, and by his vote, at another 
time, ſupport the opinions and ſentiments which he had main= 
tained that night? Mr. Grey concluded by declaring Mr. 
Reeves's pamphlet to be a moſt dangerous libel, and a libel 
ſeditiouſly and malignantly aimed at the ſafety of the Mo- 


na... | 


Mr. Vindbam deſired to be clearly underſtood ; he had not 
intended to give a decided opinion on the ſubject, but he 
believed, his declaration had been, that he was not prepared 
_ definitively to give an opinion upon the extract; but as far 

as his judgment went, he taought one of the paſſages ſelected 
and recited in the courſe of the debate, only bated an hiſtori- 


cal fact, viz. © that the lords and commons were branches 


from monarchy,” and the other, what might poſſibly be 
2 fact, viz. © that the monarchy could ſubſiſt without theſe 
branches.“ j ar Cr i oye I 
The Solicitor General ſaid, he conceived that credit ought. 
to be given to the Honourable Gentleman who ſubmitted the 
charge to the houſe; and that the houſe ought to exerciſe 
ſound judgment in enquiring whether or not the charge were 
juſt. When it was ſtated that it amounted to a breach of 


privilege, it ſtruck him that it was incumbent on the houſe to 


have the pampblet read. He hoped, therefore, that the 
motion would be withdrawn till that were done. Phe 
Mr. Branaling declared, he thought the paſſage a groſs at- 
_ tack on the privileges of parliament; but he could not agree 
that the conſideration of the ſubject ought then to ſuperſede 
me other dunnets before the houſe. ou nun oi 
Mr. Lambton ſaid, he could not conceal his ſurprize after 
what he had formerly heard, in public and private, from the 
Secretary at War, that able and eloquent ſpeaker, that he 
ſhould that day avow him elf the aſſaſſin of liberty, his avowal 
was neither more or leſo than to that extent. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman affected a ſurpriſe that they ſhould be rouſed at this 
ſolitary inſtance of an attack upon the conſtitution : was it a 
ſolitary inſtance? had it come there a ſolitary inſtance, p _ 
3 FR» 3 > _ found 


39 
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found an auxiliary in the Houſe of Commons, and from one 


high in truſt and office, Was the inſtance ſolitary, when two 


Bills had been introduced, the one making an intention an 


overt- act of treaſon, and the other directly ſubverſive of the 
fifth article of the Bill of Rights? Was it, he would aſk, 
a ſolitary inſtance, when the Secretary at War had in the 
debate on the army eſtimates deliberately and unreſervedly 
aſſerted that a large body of cavalry were fit and neceſſary to 
be maintained at home, in addition to 3000 or 5000 lately 
come from the continent, in order to force coercive meaſures 


down the throats of the people? When theſe political chy- 
_ miſts were decompoſing the elements of the conſtitution, and 


riſking a new and dread:ul chaos ? 


Mr. Fox ſaid, it gave him ſome pain when any individual 
was talked of with acrimony in that houſe, but he could not 
avoid confefling, that he could not applaud the conduct of 


Mr. Reeves, or feel any great reſpect for his character. Since 
he had ſeen Mr. Thomas Law's letter in the public papers, 
expoſing the principles of that ſociety of which Mr. Reeves 


was chairman, every feeling of delicacy or reſpect towards 


him had left his mind; and he ſhould deem himſelf unworthy 


of eſtimation, as a gentleman, if he did not ſpeak of him in 
terms of reprobation. Was Mr. Reeves's pamphlet a ſolitary 


inſtance? Were none of Mr. Reeves's libels in circulation 


three years ago? (alluding to the publication regarding the 


Diſſenters, &c.) Were there no publications maintaining 
divine and hereditary right, anointed kings, and other doc- 
trines, as extraordinary as irreconcileable to the conſtitution ? 
Away with ſuch hood-winked dealings: it is time, ſaid Mr. 
Fox, to declare to the country, and to all Europe, that dei- 


potic principles have no footing among us. Should it be 


permitted to go out to the world, that parliament coincided in 
opinions delivered by a member of parliament, a member of 
the cabinet, and a confidential adviſer of his Majeſty, on 
account of the private friendſhip which he ſuſtained for the 
_ gentleman who ſupported theſe doctrines? He was glad that 


the Right Hononourable Gentleman had ſtated his opinion 


openly ; he was glad that thoſe who had formerly been his 


friends ſpoke honeftly and fairly; and he wiſhed, moſt 
ſincerely wiſhed, that other gentlemen would give their api- 


nions as openly; that all the king's miniſters would declare 
their coincidence of opinion with the Honourable Gentleman; 


or elſe that wy would diſavow thefe principles entirely and 
He hoped alfo, for the ſake of private friendſhip, 


completely. the ſ 
that the Secretary at War had not ſo loſt ſight of his former 
_ ®haraGer, as not to — and maintain his preſent opinion 
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on a future occaſion, He hoped the hoùſe would not de- 
clare any opinion until the whole of the publication ſhould be 
read; he would not, he ſaid, follow thoſe gentlemen who 
judged of a book piece-meal, by bits and ſcraps, and after- 
wards refuſed to go into an enquiry on the context, nature, 
and contents of thoſe books, which they had partially and un- 
fairly quoted; but he wiſhed for the credit and character of 
the bote, that they would read the whole of the pamphlet, 
and be governed in their proceeding, by the general tenour of it. 

Mr. Barham gaye it as his opinion, that the Secretary at 
War had not expreſsly maintained any doctrine whatſoever ; 
if he had done fo, he ought to repeat it; if not his accuſers 


ſhould befefuted; if be ſeriouſly maintained the alledged 


doctrine, whatever reſpect, nay, whatever admiration he ge- 
nerally felt for him, he would move for his expulſion; ſo 
convinced was he, that ſuch doctrines as were ftated in the 

paſſages cited, would tend, if unchecked, to the annihilation 


Mr. Stanley ſaid, there was not a ſtatute now in being, which 


declared, that if any one ſhall maintain that any one part of the 


legiſlature ſhall be capable of any act of legiſlation without the 
concurrence of the other component parts, the perſon main- 


taining a doctrine fo unconſtitutional, ſhall be adjudged guilty 


The Secretary at War declared he could not help ſmiling at 
the attempt to impute treaſon to him; his conſcience told him, 


be was a faithful and loyal ſubject, with that he was ſatis- 


fied, and there he would reſt. He declared that he had given 
no opinion at all; and they muſt be ſubtile arguers indeed 
who could attach criminality on him for what he did not ſay. 
The very head and front of his expreſſion had this extent, no 
more. He had denied that the paſſage would bear the inter- 
pretation which gentlemen gave it. They were at liberty 
certainly to give it what interpretation they pleaſed, and to 


argue upon the conſtruction which they choſe to put upon it; 


that, and that only was the point which he contended. (Mr. 


Stanley ſaid, he really did not underſtand the Right Hon. 


Gentleman). If the honourable gentleman cannot under- 
ſtand, if he cannot follow me, faid Mr. Windham, I have 
done; I do not pretend to be able to give any man the powers 
of conception and underſtanding ; let not thoſe, however, who 
do not underſtand what 1 ſay, pretend to arraign me.” 

Mr. Fox declared, he anxiouſly wiſhed to diveſt the matter 
of all obſcurity, Did not, he begged to aſk, the honourable | 


_ gentleman diſtinctiy ſtate, that the paſſage quoted was inno- 
cent and harmleſs? © WU TT 


The 
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The Secretary at War ſaid, the attack made upon him 
was inviduous; he had not aſſerted that the paſſage quoted was 
harmleſs, or that it was not a libel; he had only ſaid, that the 

paſſage did not appear to him to warrant the interpretation put 
upon it. He had heard it that day for the firſt time, and 
what followed the extract was not at the moment in his view. 
He was not conſidering what would be the proper form of 
government in England; he had only ſaid, the ſentiment was 
innocent, inaſmuch as it ſtated, what had been, and what 
might be, vi. that the other parts were derived from monar- 
chy, and that monarchy might ſubſiſt without them. Did 
gentlemen think him ſuch a fool as to contend, that the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution could exiſt without Lords or Commons? It 
was the moſt groſs and fallacious abſurdity to ſuppoſe that he 
would waſte words in attempting to ſupport nonſenſe. No; 
he did not ſay the conſtitution could ſubſiſt, but that monarchy 
could ſubſiſt ſingly, and ſurely hiſtory bore him out in the opi- 
nion, though it by no means proved, nor had he the ſmalleſt 
idea of inſinuating, that the ſame free government could pre- 
vail under monarchy as under a mixed conſtitution. | 
Mr. Fox roſe to expreſs his indignation at the explanation, 
or rather evaſion, for ſo he thought it, he had juſt heard. 

Shame upon the man, ſaid he, who could fo veer and twiſt 
about. Who could deny that there had been, and might be, 
ſuch a thing as an abſolute monarchy ? This book had ap- 

_ plied to the Britiſh monarchy only, and thoſe who ſupported 
it could only mean the Britiſh monarchy, they muſt mean 
that, or they muſt mean nothing. e | 
Mr. Taylor declared that ſuch doctrines, coming from a 
member of adminiſtration, gave him a bad opinion of the mea- 
ſures they were bringing forward. He truſted, however, that 
the ſpirit of the country would ſucceſsfully oppoſe them. The 
Right. Hon. Secretary had called the Oppoſition unprinci- 
pled : had he forgot on which fide of the houſe he fat three 
years ago, when he vociferouſly declaimed againſt the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer? Mr. Taylor declared, that to re- 
but the charge brought againſt his party, he would take care 
to publiſh the apoſtacy of the Secretary at War; he would 
ſhew him and the world his former ſpeeches, in one of which 
he made the memorable aſſertion of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, which had now come home to hinſelf, * that he 
had thrown off the maſk. He had thought proper to call the 
oppoſition unprincipled ; that man principle only, it muſt be 
admitted, was good, who votei tom the free tentiments of 
conſcience and opinion, and not be wc was entirely govern— 
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ed by private intereſt. Let the Secretary at War therefore 
reflect on his own motives, and aſk himſelf, if they were un- 


principled ? „3 1 
The Maſter of the Rolls produced precedents againſt going 


into an enquiry at preſent; the proper way was, in his opi- 


nion, to adjourn the debate, and to conſider on a future day, 


whether there was ground for ſuch a proſecution or not ? 


Mr. Fox ſtrenuouſly contended, that the whole of the pam- 
phlet ſhould be read; and declared he was convinced, from 
parts of it that he had read, that the houſe would be more con- 
firmed of its unconſtitutional and libellous tendency, when 
they had heard the whole of it. e Þ-» 5 

The queſtion was put for the reading of the pamphlet, 
which was agreed to without a diviſion, | „ 

_ The pamphlet having been read. „ 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he ſuppoſed, as the houſe had juſt 
heard the pamphlet read, it would be wholly unneceſſary for 


him to uſe any arguments to prove that it was the fouleſt, the 


falſeſt, the dulleſt, and the moſt malicious libel that had ever 
come under the cognizance of the Commons of Great Bri- 
tein. The author was not content with raſhly defaming the 


. conſtitution, and outraging its principles; but he obviouſly 


withed to attribute every departure from both to the conduct 


of the Whigs. In addition to the ſentiments which ſeemed 
to pervade the houſe on the reading of the libellous paragraph 
that firſt attracted their attention, the reading had diſcloſed 


nothing new, but the hiſtory of the conſtitution, in which it 


| ſeemed that adminiſtration intended, as if not content with 
_ exhibiting their new converts and allies to the world in the 
light of apoſtates, to ſhew that all their former life had been 


one continued ſyſtem of hypocriſy. _ 
It would, he ſaid be idle in him to enter into a detail of 
the various objeCtionable paſſages in the book, which, ſo far 


from extenuating, heightened and aggravated the criminality 
of the leading paragraph. Should it be wiged, that it required 
time to deliberate, he'wouid not preſs a motion that night to 
a deciſion, but content himſelf with announcing the pam- 
phlet to be a libel, and calling on the houſe at a future day to 


apply a pugiſhment for it. If the author was a man of im- 


portance enough, he ought to be impeached ; though when it 


was conſidered that he was the mouth-piece of government, 


and chairman of thoſe aſſociations which. originated and cir- 


culated thoſe alarms about French principles, that had con- - 


_ . tributed fo much to the unhappy ſtate in which the country 


{ſtood at that moment, he could not be conſidered in a light 
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point of view. The libel was unqueſtionably much more 
| deſerving of impeachment than that which Sacheverel wrote, 
and for which he was impeached. The motion he intended 
to make, he would therefore put into the words uſed on the 
caſe of Sacheverel, vi... 5 e fe FR | 
„ That the ſaid pamphlet is a malicious, ſcandalous, and ſeditious libel, con- 
' taining matter tending to create jealouſies and diviſions among his Majeſty's ſub- 
Jets; to alienate their affections from our preſent form of government, as eſta - 
bliſhed in King, Lords, and Commons and to ſubvert the true principles of 
our free Conſtitution ; and that the ſaid pamphlet is a high breach of the pri- 
vileges of this Houſe,” | Wy. | ONE os 
The Maſter of the Rolls ſaid, he was not ready to give an 
opinion on the pamphlet; he was however convinced of what 
he had before ſaid, that the reading the pamphlet would not 
have the effect of completely ſatisfying the minds of the houſe; 
and it would ill become them, on ſuch grounds as the bare 
reading of it by the officer of the houſe afforded, to found 
ſo very important and grave a reſolution. He would not 
then ſay a ſyllable as to the merit or demerit of the pamphlet; 
but own, that the paragraph did not in the reading of it, 
| ſound entirely conſtitutional. The only part, however, 
for conſideration was, the paſſage or extract complained of; 


the reſt was only to be confidered as a qualification of it; I 


and the houſe was not at liberty, in diſcuſſing the ſubject, to 
talk of any particular gentleman as the author of it; as it did 
not appear, upon the face of it, who was the author. If the 
words he had heard read were not qualified by context, with - 
the parts antecedent or ſubſequent, he would be the firſt to 
vote a cenſure, If the tenor of it was to aſſert, that the king 
could govern without Lords or Commons, the author ſhould 
be ſeverely cenſured, though not to the extent menaced by 
the honourable gentleman who made the motion. To de- 
termine that any cenſure at all was or was not due, it was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for him to read the pamphlet. He would 
| 9 move, That the debate be poſtponed to Thurſ- 
day.“ | fc 5 NG | | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared he concurred in 
opinion with his learned friend who had juft fat down, and he 
concurred on the ſame grounds. If it was clearly the tendency. 
of the pamphet to inculcate ſuch dot ines as thoſe imputed 
to it, he would not heſitate to ſay that the houſe ought to 
treat it with cenſure and reprobation. If it aſſerted that the 
Ring could not govern without the other two branches of the 
conſtitution, there could be in that houſe but one voice "_ 
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the matter, and that the voice of indignation againft the au- 


thor : or if the author declared that it was poſſible for the 
monarchical part of the conſtitution to ſurvive the two other 


1 ches, with conſtitutional liberty, he would not heſitate to 


pronounce his doctrine a groſs libel; but when it appeared 
that there were many paſſages in the pamphlet which ſtated 
the impoſſibility of the king's exerciſing the functions of go- 
vernment without the co-operation of the other parts, it would 
ſurely be worth the while of the houſe to pauſe and conſider 
whether, on taking the whole of the book together, there 


would be ground enough to warrant a proſecution. If gen- 


tlemen had been, as they might have been, in poſſeſſion of the 
book for a month paſt, it was rather hard in their imperial 
zeal for all branches of the conſtitution, that they could not 
ſet apart a ſingle day to bring the motion forward, but that 
which was appointed for the commitment of the Bill for the 


Preſervation of the ſovereign. The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer thought, that, upon the whole, the houſe could not, 


with juſtice either to itſelf or the author of the pamphlet, de- 


dide on it directly. He would therefore ſecond the motion of 


his learned friend. | 15 . 
Mr. Erſtine ſaid, he ſhould have been ſurpriſed at hearing 


a propoſal come from any member, who had heard the pam- 


phlet read, and had valued the privilegee of the houſe, to 


poſt pone the deliberation ; but it ſtruck him as ſingular in- 


deed, that a gentleman fo learned in the law as the Maſter of 


the Rolls, could not make up his mind upon the tendency 
of what the houſe had heard; a gentleman who, from his 
practice, was in the daily habit of making up his mind upon 


ſubjects infinitely more intricate than the preſent. He would 
not charge that gentleman with indolence or inattention to 


| his duty in that houſe ; but he could not help ſaying, that a 
former Maſter of the Rolls, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, had not re- 
quired time to make up his mind on the caſe of doctor Sache- 


verel, which was by no means a plainer cafe than the preſent : | 
2 had come forward, and, on reading the publication, mov- 
ed the impeachment of its author. He was ſurpriſed that the 


learned gentleman ſhould not have had time to make up his 


mind on the preſent occaſion. 


The queſtion was, whether the paragraph which had been 
originally complained of, was or was not a libel upon the 
Houſe of Commons? and he admitted that, in the examin- 
ing the pamphlet, the intention of the author ſhould be taken 
al:ogether, When be heard the paragraph alluded to read, he 
. formed an opinion, exadtly as a learned gentleman had ftated 
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his to be, viz, that it would be difficult indeed for any con- 
text to explain the meaning, ſo as to manifeſt the intention 
of the author to be innocent; ſo much however did he wiſh 
that an opportunity of explaining it might preſent itſelf, that 
he had attended patiently to the reading of. the whole book, and 
having done ſo, he muſt declare it to be, in his opinion, a 
daring and atrocious libel ? Any man who would maintain a 
contrary; propoſition, he had no ſcruple to pronounce igno- 
rant of the laws of the land. If other members had not at- 
tended to it, if, from indolence, or from a negligent diſpoſt- 
tion, they had ſlept upon their poſts, it was their own fault; 
they deſerted their duty, and betrayed their conſtituents, by 
— Fes their own negligence an excuſe for not protecting 
the honour of the houſe. How was it poflible that a man fo 
familiar with profeſſional matters as the Maſter of the Rolls 
ſhould be ignorant of the nature of ſuch a pamphlet as that 
which the Tous had heard read? How could he for a mo- 


ment doubt whether it was a libel on that houſe, and on the 
Revolution of 1688? So fully was his own mind, Mr. 
Erſkine faid, made up on the ſubject, that he would nor heſi- 
tate, even on the inſtant to declare, that were he a juror, 
ſworn to try the author, he would, without going out of 
court, pronounce him guilty, He was ſurpriſed that gentle- 


men felt any difficulty upon a point fo plain and palpable, 
Gentlemen ſhould beware how they indulged their inclina= _ 
tions to ſcreen men who traduced the principles of the revo; 
lution, in which the people of this country gloried, and fo. + 
juſtly gloried. They ſhould recollect, that action produced 
reaction. The people of this country felt the inſults that 
' had been fo often offered to them. They were proceeding 
to act as their anceſtors did; and if that houſe, in its intem- 
perance and folly, ſhould careleſsly paſs theſe inſults on the 
Revolution, the conſequences would be dreadful, and more 
eſpecially as they were proceeding with Bills founded on 
principles utterly ſubverſive of every thing for which the Re- 
volution was dear to the people. Such libels which the au- 
_ thors conceiyęd to be ſanctioned by government, occaſioned 
anſwers in reply: this action and reaction naturally and ne- 
cellarily produced conſequences that kept the public in a fer- 
ment; they excited that bitterne(s, and aſperity of feeling in 
the country that occaſioned that deteſtable and damnable 
ſyſtem of pretended plots without doors and of ptoje&s againft _ 
the liberties of Engliſhmen within, that tended to undermine 
che foundation of ſocial order, and alienated the affeQions of 
the people from the government. He called to the recol- 
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lection of miniſters the circumſtances and conduct that brought 


Charge I. to the block, and cautioned them to beware how 


they 3 to pay due deference to the petitions of the 
„ I . 
Ile author of the pamphlet had ſpoken contemptuouſly of 
the revolution; he had ſtated it as a meaſure brought about 
by plots and conſpiracies. He had ſaid, that.it was brought 
about by dividing men into different claſſes, He had repre- 

ſented the people of England then to be, what ſuch miſcrable 


: 


ſhallow politicians as the author wiſhed to make them at 


preſent, by the aid of penſions, douceurs, and bribes; men 
capable of reliſhing the ſentiments of deſpotiſm to ſerve the 


Purpoſe of certain leaders. To make thoſe of high rank league 


together, to reprobate the principles of liberty. The author 
of the pamphlet had traduced the proceedings of thoſe who 
put the crown on the head” of the houſe of Brunſwick, that 


crown, worn by his Majeſty. What this ignorant man meant 


was for the houſe, by their determination upon his publica- 
tion, to declare. This had been declared by a former Houſe 


of Commons in the caſe of Doctor Sacheverel. The doc- 


trine of that perſon was voted to be ſcandalous and libellous 
_ againſt the ſovereign then upon the throne, and againſt the Pro- 


teſtant ſucceſſion, as by law eſtabliſhed. That important 


event, an event fo intereſting and ſo advantageous to every 
_ Engliſhman, the author of this book ſaid was vulgarly called 
a revolution, and was only called ſo by whigs who waited for 


another, and therefore was not at this time to be ſpoken of as 
a revolution. Was this language to be tolerated by a Houſe 


of Commons that pretended to have any eſteem for the prin- 
cCiples of that revolution? The houſe ought to be ver 
cautious how they ſuffered ſlanders on that revolution to pals 
_ unnoticed. The people of England were ſo much, and thank 
God! fo firmly attached to the principles then eſtabliſhed, 


that he was convinced they were determined to live or die 
under. thoſe principles. He was one of that deſcription ; and 


he hoped he ſhould be found among the number of thoſe who 
_ would ſhew, if neceſſary, not by words, but byzaQs, that they 
would die before they would ſubmit to any attempt to make 


a king abſolute in England. It had been ſaid that the doc- 


trine, that a monarchy might exiſt without a Parliament, 
might apply to ſome other monarchy, and not of neceſlity to 


our monarchy, Would any man ſay upon his honour, that he 
believed that to be the intention of the author of the pam- 
let? Would any man in that houſe ſtand up and ſay, that 


he wiſhed the debate of this queſtion to be adjourned, in 


order 


# . 


— 22 ls e CSS Ir Sn 


Nor. 2p] ,  WOODFALU'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, ag 
order to make up his mind upon that point? Would the 
houſe delay its deciſion upon ſuch a queſtion as that, and 
ſhew a partiality for: thoſe who libelled the conſtitution, while 
they themſelves were abetting and pen his Majeſty's 
miniſters in hurrying through the houſe two Bills that had a 
tendency to deſtroy: the principles of the * conſtitution ; and 
that at a time too, when they themſelves knew the ſentiments 
of the people were againſt the, Bills, about to be paſſed? 
When they knew that, with all the ardour which belonged to 
the affection, and which he truſted in God would ever be the 
pride and glory of their hearts, they loved the revolution of 
1688, and the principles which were then eſtabliſhed, would 
| they take advantage of the temporary circumſtance of an in- 
ſiult offered to his Majeſty, and the expreſſions of indignation 
which the people uttered upon that occaſion, and pretend to 
ſay, that what they then expreſſed amounted to an acquieſcence 
in the principles which miniſters at this time maintained? 
If they did, he muſt tell them, that they would thereby render 
his Majeſty's life precarious, and the government inſecure. 
He would maintain, that if miniſters expected to be ſupported 
in ſuch principles by the people, they would be deceived in 
the ſequel. They would find that the people of England deteſt 
ſuch principles; that the voice of the people was againſt 


them was evident, pu there was a cry. of N Fw thing, 


from the oppoſite ſide). Sure he was, he ſaid, that if ſuch 
meaſures be perſiſted in, the people would riſe againſt them; 
and then miniſters would, he had no doubt, lay hold of ſome 
ſubterfuge, and endeavour to ſneak out of their difficulty, as 
they had dene on other occaſions. He knew the preſs would 
be ſet to work to defend them in the uſual way, and they 
would no doubt be treated with another pamphlet from the 
ingenious author of that under conſideration. What a 
glorious repreſentation of the people of England would that 
houſe appear to be, if they paſſed by a pamphlet which had 
been read to them that night, in which they were repreſented 
only as a mere counſel for the crown, and that in this con- 
fiſted their greateſt utility; that all the vigour and energy | 
which they were ſaid to poſſeſs, as an emanation from the. 
people, was a mere chimera; for ſuch was the object of the 
author in the publication of his book, a book brought forward 
to ſupport the principles of kingly government, which, thank 
God, Engliſhmen got rid of; and they muſt get rid of it 
again, if men of high rank and ſtation ould, with arms in 
their hands, attempt to eftabliſh it againſt che public voice, 
as had more than once been hinted, | 
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Mr. Erſkine: ſaid, the debate of that night, and what had 


lately happened, would have convinced him, if he had ſtood * 
in need of conviction, how inſcrutable the ways of provi. 
dence were: they ſeemed always intended to counteract the 
prognoſtics of men, in order to teach us prudence and pa- 


tience. The higher orders of the people in this country, he 


had once thought had reſolved to carry on the deteſtable doc. 


tines contained in the book before the houſe, ' and the prin- 


ciples of the Bills depending, ſo that the 4 5 would have 
no hope but in the deſperate alternative of either ſubmitting 
to ſlavery, or attempting a remedy by force; that all the 


_ elements of ſociety would be decompounded ;'he thanked Got, 


his apprehenſion on that point was nearly at an end, from the 
manner in which many of the higher raaks, and ſome of the 
moſt illuſtrious among them, had ſtood forth in the cauſe of 


liberty, and, by their conduct, had given the lie direct to the 


their lives. What wou 


he he muſt tell the Attorney General, of whoſe ability, | 


many inſinuations that had gone forth againft them. That 
proved that there were in the country men of high character, 
who eſpouſed the cauſe of liberty and of the people, and who | 
were determined to ſupport it at the hazard and the peril of- 

| ia be the conſequence? The people 
would return to the ſtandard of affection to the legiſſature. 


Af unfortunately their efforts ſhould fail, and the people's rights 


ſhould be diſre arded, he would then ſay, in the language of a 


right honourab e * who was no longer a member 
of that houſe, When you put the ſovereign againſt the peo- 


1 ple, they will caſt your ſovereignty” in your face: nobody 
1 ' e 7 4 


will be argued ingg . 5 

The author of the pamphlet under conſideration, Mr. 
Erſkine obſerved, was a member of the law; but he did hot 
he ſaid, chooſe to treat him as a lawyer, and therefore he 
ſhould not ſtate the book as the work of Mr. Reeves, but take 


 itas if it had been the work of any other perſon of whom he 
e 


had previouſly known nothing. He ſhould only ſay, that the 
houſe ſhould be aware how they gave the book their zmprima- 
tur. If they voted that the book was no libel, it would appear 


clear to the public they did fo, becauſe it was ſupp̃öſed to be 


in favour of the crown againſt the rights of the people: and 


integrity, and candour, no man, he ſaid, could entertain an 
higher opinion, that if he went into the Court of King's Bench 


with this book, and called for the verdict of a jury on it, they 
would not deſire that time to deliberate upon it which the 


* 4 3 Mr. Burke. | 


| houſe. 
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| houſe, of Commons ſeemed to wiſh, ' He concluded with 
moving an amendment, That the debate be adjoutned till 


Thurſday following. 


| R$ 3398 # „ IST WES +4 +4 
The Mafter of the Rolls ſaid, that if he was in the ſituation - 

of a juryman, he would deſire the pamphlet to be put into- 
his hands, in order that he might be able to judge of its ten- 
dency ftom his on deliberate peruſal of the contents, and 
according to his judgment formed after mature conſideration. 
At preſent he could give no opinion, from having only heard 


it once read; he therefore thought that a longer delay ought 
to take place before the houſe came to a deciſion. 17 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he could by no means concur in 
the amendment which bad been propoſed, becauſe the time 


i propoſed by the amendment was too ſhort to enable any gentle» 


man to form an opinion upon the bet: he was among thoſe 
who entertained doubts as to the real intention of the author; 
he declared, he faid this the more readily, as in the amendment 
itſelf it was admitted that ſome ought to be allowed. With 
regard to the pamphlet in queſtion, at leaſt that part of it 
which had been originally complained of, he had no doubt of 
its being a libel on that houſe. He took notice of the doc- 
trine of the Secretary at War, and ſaid he differed from him 
totally. He could not admit that it was hiſtorically correct, 


even that the monarchy of this country was at any time ans 


tecedent to its conſtitution. He alſo denied, and he defied any 
one to prove, that the monarch could carry on the govetn- 
ment without the great eouncil of the nation; and he rejected 
with diſdain the idea that the monarch of this country could 
carry on the government without the aid of parliament. It 


Was a doctrine not to he tolerated for a ſingle moment; and 
he believed it would be difficult for any context to explain, in 


the author's favour; the paragraph complained of. As the 
author's intention was, however, to be judged of from the 
whole book, he thought that it would be a mockery to ad- 
journ the debate until the next day. It would be better to 
decide at once, than to give only thoſe few hours to delibe- 
rate upon the matter in queſtion. He muſt, he ſaid, repeat, 
that he wiſhed the ſubject had not been brought forward, 
when other buſineſs of more preſſing importance ſtood for the 
diſcuſſion of the day. SN | . 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the aſſertion that he had any wiſh to prevent 


the houſe from fully diſcuſſing the meaſure alluded to was 
altogether without . That he was deſirous by 


every means to delay that meaſure, and to give time for the 


houſe and the country to underſtand it, was indiſputably — 
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Why had he that wiſh? Becauſe the ſenſe of the country, aa 
far as it had been yet collected, was againſt them in a manner. 
that almoſt amounted to unanimity, and therefore he thought 
they ought not to be haſtily hurried through. the houſe. "He | 

need not, he ſaid, remind the houfe of the proceeding at 

_ Weſtminſter on a former occaſion, when he ſtated in his place 
what had been the unanĩmous ſenſe of the Meeting in Palace 
Vuard, with reſpect to the two alarming Bills pending in Par- 
liament. He was then, with an air of triumphant confidence, 
told to wait the reſult of parochial meetings, and of meetings 
Called by the Sheriffs. He thanked gentlemen for having ap- 
pealed to that eriterion. The reſult of thoſe meetings was at 
this time known. It had been aſked why he had not brought 
on the conſideration of the pamphlet in queſtion before? He 

did not know whether he ſhould have brought it on at all. 
He conceived that dangerous opinions might be ſtated in-apub- 
lication, and that yet it might not be of conſequence enough 
to warrant a proſecution of the author. When, however, 

ſuch a publication as the preſent was brought forward, it was 
incumbent on the houſe to ſnew that they were not parties to 
_ Iibels upon the conſtitution, nor the patrons of thoſe by whom 
ſuch libels were circulated, The exiſtence of the Bills formed 
another ground why the publication then before the houſe 
ſhould not be paſſed by; the principles of this pamphlet and 
of the Bills before the houſe were, in his opinion, mate- 
rially and «cloſely connected: if it was found that arbitrary 
doctrines were recommended in the pamphlet, and that arbi- 
trary meaſures were in the courſe of being adopted by mini- 
ſters, it of conſequence: foilowed; that the houſe ſhould not 
ſubſcribe to the opinion of the right honourable Secretary of 

War, that the paſſage in the pamphlet which had been parti- 

cularly referred to, was apparently innocent. The learned 

gentleman (Mr. Adair) admitted the publication to be a libel 
on the conſtitution, and yet he avowed himſelf an advocate 

for delay. Why did he not narrow his condemnation to the 
doctrines contained in that paſſage, and pronounce upon them, 
which could require no time to decide upon. Notwithſtand- 

ing all the partiality of miniſters for arbitrary power, he did 

not believe that many of their advocates would be found to 

come forward to ſupport thoſe doctrines. A delay then was 
on their part deſirable, in order that they might concert what 
defence could be ſet up for the paſſage, in alt probability the 
production of one of their own agents. Was this exception- 
able paſſage, he would aſk, fo long, was it ſo: doubtſul, that, 
after having heard it once read, the houſe could have any heſi- 
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tation with reſpe& to its tendency?” Did miniſters wiſh for the 
delay of a few days, in order to give notice to the author of 
the libel to get out of the way? Did they -wiſh for time in 
their diſtreſſed ſituation, in order to reconcile, by ſome ſtrain. 
of conſtruction, ſome contortion and twiſting of the ſenſe of 
other parts of the pamphlet, this defence of the paſſage with 
the declaration ſet up by the right hanourable the Secretary at 

War, that it was perfectiy innocent? It was, Mr. Fox de- 
clared, a libel of a more dangerous nature; and a worſe ten- 


dency, than any that had been iſſued by the Conſtitutional and 


Correſponding Societies, It was not difficult, however, to 
perceive the tenderneſs of miniſters for this libeller on the 
Houſe of Commons, nor to penetrate into the | motives of 
their conduct; and it was ſurely a bad omen for the country, 
that while ſuch diſpoſitions were manifeſted, it ſhould be urged, 
that not a moment was to be loſt in coming to a deciſion on 
Bills, which, under the pretence of giving greater ſecurity to 
his Majeſty's perſon, were, in reality, calculated to ſtrengthen 


the hands of government, and overturn the privileges of the 


__ conſtitution. -—< | 


The Attorney General ſaid it did not become bim to give 


any opinion as to the nature of the pamphlet, but to receive 


the inſtructions of the Houſe. On a principle of juſtice to 


the unknown individual, and from regard to their own dig- 
nity, he muſt, however, vote for the adjournment of the queſ- 


tion. That Houſe was the grand inqueſt of the nation. It 


had been found, in former inſtances of complaints ſent from 
the Houſe, that a jury, after a long inveſtigation of the facts 
charged, differed in opinion and acquitted the party proſecuted. 
After all the attention which he had given to the pamphlet, he 
could not, Mr. Attorney General ſaid, if he was called upon 
on the ſudden, give an opinion whether he ſhould think it ad- 
viſeable to proſecute or not. Certain perſons, he obſerved, 
ſeemed to have juſt found out the value of the Bill of Rights, 
which for three- years they had been diſpoſed to treat as a Bill 
of Wrongs. It was contended, that if the two Bills were 
ſuffered to paſs, they would endanger the perſon and govern- 
ment of the Sovereign. In his opinion they went to ſecure 
both. If ſuch a * of ſentiment exiſted, on which the 
publie mind was extremely agitated, it was fit that the diſ- 
cuſſion ſhould not be poſtponed for a moment, and that 
either, as gentlemen aſſerted on the other: ſide, the peace of 
the country ſhould be reſtored by the rejection of thoſe Bills, 
or, as he thought, it ſhould be ſecured and ſet at reſt by their 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Sheridan: ſaid, he was ready to decline preſſing for 
+ haſty deciſion, and even to give time for the longeſt delay. 
When the. honourable and learned gentleman. profeſſed ſo 
much anxiety to ſet at reſt the public mind, by a ſpeedy diſ- 
cuſſion of the Bills, he believed, he felt reaſon ſor his haſle, 
viz. the dread of public opinion. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he roſe at that mo- 
ment to anſwer two purpoſes, partly with a view from what 
- had been ſaid that night, and. partly to. take an opportunity 
ol giving a notice, Conſidering the unexampled miſreprefen- 
tation which gentlemen had taken pains, to make of the Bills 
before the Houſe, thoſe who thought as he did reſpecting theſe 
Bills, or their abſolute neceſſity, would feel it a duty which 
they owed their country, to look forward to the moment of 
their diſcuſſion, when an explanation ſhould be made of the 
ſhameful miſrepreſentation that had been. ſo induſtriouſly cir- 
culated reſpecting them. Some gentlemen aſſumed to them- 
ſelves a certainty. of ſucceſs with the public, in conſequence = 
of their own miſrepreſentations, which, when they came to be 
expoſed, would check their daring projects, 4 


ſanguine hopes and premature triumph. If they would wave 
the effect of miſrepreſentation, and collect the ſenſe of the 
people from their real ſentiments, he ſhould not be afraid to 


meet them, and to argue on the popularity of the two Bills 
before the Houſe. He meant the ſenſe of the people, as it 
- was fairly called for, and candidly taken: on that ground he 
would debate the queſtion. In ſtating the opinion of the 
people, it was neceſſary to aſk, what was the opinion of thoſe 
. who were unbiaſſed? That opinion was only to be diſcover- 
ed by referring to the means that had been made uſe of to 
obtain their opinion; and again by the ſtyle which they had 
Aa adopted in their petitions; in the language which had been 
uſed by them, it was obſervable the one party had been in- 
. finitely more conſtitutional in their, expreſſions than the other. 
In his opinion, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the 
- . gentlemen. on the other | fide would feel leſs ground of, exul- 
tation, if they weighed the effects of that miſrepreſentation, 
againſt the effect which the naked fact had produced on the 
plain ſenſe and unperverted feelings of the people, in the 
more diſtant parts of the country, of which ample: teſtimo- 
nies were to be found in the numerous addreſſes, calling upon 
. that Houſe .to- adopt additional meaſures for the ſecurity of 
the Sovereign and the government. It was alſo to be re- 
marked that the degree of comparative attention to be given 
to theſe petitions, was not to be governed by the number of 


damp their 
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_ fi2natures to petitions, but by what thoſe who ſigned them know 
of the eircumſtances that had cauſed them. In that way 
only could the Houſe aſcertain how far theſe petitions ſpoke 
the general ſenſe of the people How far theſe petitions had 
been obtained by calumny, by fraud, by artifice, and by. 
ſhameful and ſcandalous miſrepreſentation+, was another, and 
ſcarcely a leſs neceſſary ſubject of enquiry. From what he 
knew of the circumſtances, from the inflammatory language 
that had been held out at public mee ings, he was at liberty 
to judge of them by that language, which language had indeed 
been reverberated in ſome of the petitions themſelves The 
_ Houſe would then judge whether it was poſſible for the peo- 
ple who had ſubſcribed theſe petitions to have agreed to them 
through a falſe medium. Without entering into the diſcuſſion 
at preſent he muſt beg of gentlemen not to be too ready to 
take it for granted, that what the Houſe had heard that day, 
was to be conſidered as the ſenſe of the people; a concluſion 
as diſtant from truth, as certain gentlemen had been out of 
the courſe of fair dealing in their means of procuring theſe 
petitions. Under that ſtate of the circumſtances he had a 
fair ground to meet the diſcuſſion; he was anxious, therefore, 
as it was moſt convenient to the right honourable gentlemam, 
that it ſhould be diſcuſſed on the qu ſtion of the ſpeaker Teav- 


- ing the chair, after the call of the Houſe, and to diſcuſs the 
ſubject in the way gentlemen had found out late'y that they 


could beſt diſcuſs them. When the queſtion of the fecond 
reading of one of the Bills was propoted, gentlemen, he ob- 
| ſerved, had declined it, and reſerved themſelves, as they faid, 
for the Committee; although, when they moved for the call 
of the Houſe, they alledged it would be alinoſt treafon againſt 
the conſtitution not to oppoſe the Bills in every ſtage. He 
ſaic he mentioned theſe matters collaterally in order to ſhew 
that the end of the gentlemen to whom he alluded was no- 
thing but delay. For the reaſons he had given he wiſhed to 
avoid delay; and, becauſe they could not too ſoon decide 
whether theſe Bills were for the extinction of liberty, or for 
the ſalvation of the conſtitution, he ſhould with to bring for- 
ward the diſcuſſion as early as poſſible. He would not at 
that hour go into either of the Bills. He therefore gave no- 
rice, that, on Wedneſday, the 25th, he propoſed going into a 
Committee of the Bill that was to be committed on that day; 
and that, after the call, he ſhould propoſe to go into the Bill 
againſt ſeditious meetings. IS | 8 


Mr. Grey laid, that, conſidering the humiliating and in fat 


the mortifying ſituation into which the miniſter had brought 
ee ta od” Is 4, v M- himſelf, 


45 
4 5 
1 
i 
. 3 
"2 
5 
4 
i 4 
26-4 
1 Cf 
- 
$85 
' 
' 


8 
4# 97 5 
i 

1 8 

. "i 


a 3 e 9 * * n 5 
PPP een . 0 
y E A 2 5 N 
4. 1 


aan 
Pak 


1 » Ag. 
1 8 - 
. 12 * 


1 


- = , * 2 * g * 
<a Ms a q 4 a pF * : => < IC 7 : 
7 2 728 " 1 x 7 mY — 73x) on, 1 rs . nnn * 22 . — by FSC * * * 1 OY 4 2 
” . * 8 EC 6 EW , © a 8 8 * ce 2905-7 * wh -7 8 2 
„ ESR . : S > ” - r nenn : FF 2 vir Lat wed, 3 n Wc cs, * — 2 
c 8 4 \ wg, 87 — TAS 15h 7 . 0 err 12 / n | 
OLSEN Fon it TEC. e 8 r 1 . — 5 ol * 8 n 1 ory PIs 4 
Py 4 K 2 8 | . n N .* Ar P hy PL n 4 rss — — 7 „ - Po, Soc 
— 4 EV. A « , 1 —_— 7. 1 7 v * C * Yes n 9 . % — 
— * 2 N 2 A & 10 e * 1 * wy N 


450 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commons, 
bimſelf, he did not wonder at the ſort of language“ he had 
held. He had Jong ſince remarked the tones of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman were loud in proportion as his ſituation 
was embarraſſed, When the right honourable gentleman, 
however, had recourſe to his recolſection, he ought to beware 
of mifrepreſenting what had occurred upon former occaſions, 
Heconce ved that patt of the right honourable gentleman's obſer- 
vations were directed particularly at him, when, on a former 
night, it had been ſtated, that by the call of the Houſe taking 
place, every gentleman would at leaſt have it in his power to 
deliver his ſentiments on the third reading of the Bill. He 
had acquieſced in that idea; but at the ſame time he had never 
given up the intention of watching and debating on every 
ſtage of the Bil, inſtead of confining the debate to the ſecond 
or third reading, or to any one particular ſtage. The ho- 
nourable gentleman had aſked, though not with any degree of 
candour, why thoſe ont the ſame fide of the Houſe with him 
had not choſen to debate the principle of the Bill on the ſecond 
TAE The reaſons why he did not (debate it that day 


were ſo fairly and diſtinctiy ſtated at the time, that he was 


ſurpriſed that ſuch a want of candour on the part of the ho- 
nourable gentleman made it neceſſary for him to repeat them: 


they were, that the debate had been poſtponed that day from 


the unavoidable abſence of two honourable friends of his 
(Meſſrs. Erſkine and Sheridan) and not from any deſire to 
avoid a diſcuſſion of the principle of the Bill. It had been 
ſaid, that delay in proceeding on this Bill was his object, and 
that of his friends: for his own part, ia one ſenſe, he had no 
| hefitation to declare that delay was certainly his object, be- 
cauſe he muſt think that every delay that could be given to 
ſuch a Bill, was ſo much done for the good of the people of 
England. He denied, however, in the moſt unequivocal 
terms, the charge of miſrepreſentation brought againſt him 
and his friends, and could retort it with much greater truth _ 
upon the honourable: gentleman. At the ſame time that he 
avowed delay to be an object with him, he muſt declare, upon 
his honour, that it was not the object of that night's debate, 
nor had he the leaſt previous knowledge of ſuch a, diſcuſſion 
coming on. If any exertions of his cculd delay the paſſing 
of theie Bills for a day, he muſt take to himfelf the credit 
of gaining a day for his country in the enjoyment of the 
rights and liberties of his fellow ſubjects; and if the queſtion 
was again brought on the next day, ſo much was he f 
that opinion, that he truſted ſome gentleman or other would 
move an adjournment upon it. ER 


k . 
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With regard to miſrepreſentation without doors, Mr. Grey 
ſaid, that he and his friends never held language againſt the 
Bills out of doors different from what they had ſpoken within: 
they had always ſaid what they would perſiſt in ſaying as 
. often as opportunity offered, let it be when and where it 
would, that it was a moſt daring invaſion on the liberties of 
the people, and a groſs violation of the Bill of Rights. And 
notwithſtanding the right honourable gentieman's high tone and 
great hurry to have theſe Bills paſſed, he would tell him to 
his face, that he knew he would not dare to paſs them in their 
: preſent form : he could not do it ; the Houſe never would allow 
it: the country never would ſubmit to it. The righthonourable 
gentleman wiſhed the Bill to go into a Committee, that the 
moſt obnoxious parts of it might be left out; and feeling the 
| . which the appearance of this Bill had excited in the 
Houſe, and the diſmay and diſcontent it had rouſed without 
doors, he came forward, deſiring the Houſe to wait till it had 
gone through the Committee, till all the abominable clauſes 
were ſtruck out of the Bill, and then he would tell them that 
all that had been ſaid of it was miſrepreſentation. Mr. Grey 
| faid, he could pledge himſelf to the houſe and to the country, 
that this would be the caſe; but that gentlemen would not be 
ſeduced by ſuch arts, nor duped by ſuch fallacy; Such was the 
ſort of miſrepreſentation which the honourable gentleman was 
guilty of, though he had not the courage to acknowledge 
the truth; the loud tones of the honourable gentleman con- 
vinced him he was right in ſaying fo, as he had always heard 
him talk in his higheſt ſtrains when leaſt ſupported by truth 
or argument. He had known him too long to be unacquaint- 
ed with his habits ; and he was ſure the public had diſcovered 
them alſo; whatever alterations the Bill might undergo, the 
Committee ought not, and would not, let them be aſcribed to 
this right honourable Gentleman's wiſdom, but to the ſpirit 
of the people, who, rouſed by the alarming apprehenſions 
which hs ſyſtem had excited had determined no longer 
to remain blind or dormant, when every thing dear to them 
Was at ſtake. * „ 85 
Mr. Willer force ſaid, if he entertained the ſame opinions 
which the Hon. Gentlemean who had juſt fat down had de. 
clared he did, if he thought the Bills pregnant with ruin to the 
conſtitution, he ſhould feel himſelf happy at any alteration 
which the Committee might make in them; bur the Hon. 
Gentleman, by avowing the contrary, had given great reaſon - 
to ſuſpect, that, upon this occaſion, he was actuated rather by 
perſonal animoſity, than by any regard to his eountry. View- 
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ing the preſent poſture of affairs in the light he did, ſome re- 


ſtrictive meaſures appeared to him to be highly neceſſary ; at 


the ſame time, he was ready to confeſs, that no more ought to 


be done than the neceſſity of the caſe called for. If any gen- 


tleman could ſatisfy him that the conſtitution could be preſery- 
ed from the dangers which threatened it ; by regulations leſs 


ſtrong than thoſe provided by the Bills, he would, with plea- 


ſure, concur in adopting them; becauſe while he wiſhed to 


maintain the conſtitution on the one hand, fo, on the other, 


he wiſhed to put the liberties, of the ſubject as little in danger 


. 


Mr. Curtwen ſaid, he was not ſurpriſed at the Right Hon. 


Gentleman's heat and intemperance of language that night; 


it might indeed be a matter of ſatisfaction if there could be any 
reaſon to hope that the ſevere mortification which the Right 


Honourable Gentleman had experienced, would cure him of 


his deep deſigns againſt the liberties of his country. Not 


being warranted from his knowledge of his character, and the 
experience of the uniform ſyſtem of his policy, to form any ſuch 
expectation,. he felt himſelf, on the preſent occaſion, called 


upon, by his public duty, to expoſe his views and principles 


to the nation at large. He was convinced that ſuch was his 
rooted deſign to overturn the conſtitution, and his favourite 


ſyſtem of encroaching on the rights of the people, that, though 


| he ſhould be forced to deſiſt without having accompliſhed his 


preſent purpoſe, he would again renew the attempt. He had 
himſelf taken every means to call for the ſenſe of the country 


on the preſent meaſures. He had ſent copies of the Bills into 
every quarter, and invited all poſſible diſcuſſion with reſpect to 
their tendency : if the Bills paſſed, he was convinced there 
would no longer exiſt any ſecurity either for their rights 
or their property. He meant to appeal to an honourable ſe- 
eretary (Mr. Dundas), whom he did not ſee in his place, and 
 whojhad declared, that if the meaſures did not meet the wiſh of 
the people, they ought not to paſs. * Let us not, then, (faid 


Mr. Curwen,, accuſe ourſelves of negligence in our duty: let 
us pauſe till we know the ſentiments of our conſtituents. I 


- with only the principles of the Right Hon. Gentleman to be 
appreciated from his actions. Let thoſe actions be viewed in 

their true colours. The period of his adminiſtration will be 
found to be the moſt calamitous that ever occurred in the 
country. I am convinced, that his meaſures have laid the 


foundation of calamities which may lead to the moſt fatal con- 
fequences,. and which the country will long have cauſe to de- 


plore, Mr. Curwen concluded by giving notice, that next wy 
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he would move for a week's delay, in order to allow time for 
the country to expreſs its ſenſe with reſpect to the Bills. 

The queſtion for adjourning the conſideration of the pamph- 
Jet till eee chen Falke in the affirmative, wire A Gs 
viſion. | 


MOTION FOR PEACE, 


Mr. Grey gave notice, that on Monday, the 3oth, he ſhould 
bring forward a motion, tending to a pacitfication with the pre- 


ſent eee of France. | 
THE TREASON BILL, 


The 1 of the Exchequer moved, "hae the js of 


the day, for the Committee upon a Bill for the greater ſecurity 


of his majeſty's perſon, &c. be diſcharged. He then moved 


that the Committee be appointed for Wedneſday. the 25th. 
Mr. Fax ſaid,he felt himſelf called upon by the expreſſion of the 
Right Hon, Gen. who had ailer ted, that the voice of the people 
bad not been fairly taken, and that delays were made for the 
expreſs pur poſes of miſrepreſentation. How was this proved? 
He applied, it was true, for delay: was that a proof of miſre- 
preſentation ? Certainly not, It was uniformly the with of 
thoſe who miſrepreſented facts and opinions to haſten precipi- 


tately to their object. They muſt know that every hour 


would unveil ſome part of the deluſion, would demoliſh ſome 
part of the artifice, He withed for the delay, becauſe it ap- 
peared that theſe Bills were moſt reprobated where they were 


| beſt known, and that they met with an equivocal approval 


only where their merits had not been diſcuſſed. Ihe ample 
| diſcuſſion of the Sedition Bill, as it was termed, had afforded 
miniſters an opportunity of refuting every milrepreſention. 
Did it however appear that their explanations nad ſatisfied the 


country ? 110 no, means. The Right Hon. Gentleman ex- 


preſſed a wiſh for the further diſcuſſion of the Bills, and a con- 
ſidence in the effect of that diſcuſſion. Had he not had an op- 


portunity of diſcufling them; and had he not ſeen and felt that > 


tie ſpirit of the country roſe with the debate? If ſuch had not 


been the cafe, he ſhould have been mortified and hurt, The 
R ght Hon, Gentleman had charged him with artifice and mif- 


| repreſention: he did not practice any. He had ſtated nothing 
without doors that he had not ſtated within: nothing that was 
not conſonant with his ſincere opinion, if he expreſfec himſc if 
in ſtrong terms without doors, he had ſpoken with equal ar- 


Jour and vehemence within thoſe walls. His opinion on the 


Buls, was en what he had declared it to be, that they re- 
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pealed the Bill of Rights, and ſubverted the conſtitution of the 
country. He had no recourſe to indirect means; nor did be, 
as the Right Honourable Gentleman had done, exert his influ. | 
ence by under agents. He courted public diſcuſſion, being 
well aſſured, that the more the principle was diſcufled, the 
more general would be the odium and deteſtation with which it 

would be regarded. He did not wiſh to ſee the Bills altered 

or amended ; he rather hoped they might pals in their preſent 
form, becauſe, as the attack was to be made upon the rights 
and liberties of the nation, he wiſhed that attack ſhould be 
open, broad, and intelligible to the people at large. He wiſh- 
ed the Bills to be puſhed fairly forward, with all their force, 
that the people might feel and fee the full extent of the danger 
that invaded them; and that the attack, which the enemies of 
the country had meditated, ſhould not ſteal upon them by ſur- 
prize, and by gradation ſap and undermine them. He did 
not wiſh the poiſon of theſe Bills to be ſweetened to their pa- 
lates, but that the people ſhould be prepared and cautioned 
againſt the dreadfu} draught. I would not vote for theſe. 
Bills (ſay the members to their conſtituents) if I could foreſee 
the intended miſchief. What attention however had the Right 
Hon. Gentleman paid to public opinion? Where is his charge 
of miſrepreſentation? Has he heard the voice of the countiy? 
Has he heard the voice of Weſtminſter? Of the Common 
Hall of London? Of the country of Middleſek ! 
If indeed the opinion of the majority were in favour of 
theſe Bills, if he could believe it poſſible that the people of 
this country ſhould be ſo degraded and abject as to prefer 
flavery to liberty, or to countenance theſe Bills, with any 
thing like their approbation; if they did not fo generally ex- 
' preſs their abhorrence of them, as to ſhew that they yet re- 
rained an unebating attachment to the conſtitution of their 
anceſtors ; he could only ſay, that he could no longer be a 
profitable ſervant of the people. He might fit down in ſi- 
lence, and enjoy, in the tranquillity of private life, the ſociety 
of his friends; but he could not, with the feelings he pol- 
ſelled, be a profitable ſervant of the people. If, on the con- 
trary, the people of England were, as he truly believed them 
to be, decidedly againſt theſe Bills; not a mere concerted 
majority, but the great maſs of the people, againſt them; then, 
undoubtedly, they had a right to demand his ſervices, and 
he ſhould hold himſelf bound to abey the call? He had a 
rigbt to hope and expect that theſe Bills, which poſitively 
repealed the Bill of Rights, and cut up the whole of the con- 
ititution by the roots, by changing our limited ry | 


„ — — SS PAL IRS - arty 1 
— - + N A N 
7 f . 5 — 21 1 
—_— 9 
_ — — 29 " 


* — 


= oo 1 1 1 © * 

Ly Fo ar > 
R 
IE . N + 


Nov. 23• wWooprALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. © 4 53 
** . 1 7 "MM * > : 


into an abſolute deſpotiſm, would not be enacted by parlia- 
ment againſt the declared ſenſe of the great majority of the 
people. If, however, miniſters, ſo reſolute on their ſpirit of 
deſtruction, were determined, by means of the corrupt influ- 
ence which they poſſeſſed in the two houſes of parſiament, to 
paſs the Bills in violent oppoſition to the declared ſenſe of the 
people, and they ſhould be put into force, and become a 
practical part of the government, he was ready to avow, in 
the ancient language of the conititution,, and in the prinei- 
ples of the revolution, that however he might go into ſoli- 
tude to ſuffer his new condition with patience, if his opinion 
were aſked by the people, as to their obedience, he ſhould ſay 
that it was no longer a queſtion of morality and duty, but 
of prudence, It would indeed be a caſe of exremity alone 
which could juſtify reſiſtance, and the only queition would 
be, whether that reſiſtance was prudent? He was aware 
that theſe words were liable to miſconſtruction, and he 
knew that miniſters were adepts in the art of miſrepref<-nta- 
tion; but a public man muſt not ſhrink in times of danger 
from ſtrong expreſſions, becauſe they might be miſconitrued, 
or miſrepreſented. What he ſaid, he ſaid deliberately ; and 
it was for the authors and abettors of the Bills to conſider 
whether they would hurry the parliament to the paling of 
them, before it could be aſcertained whether they had the 
ſenſe of the people with them or not. With regard to the 
amendments that might be made in tbe Committee, he re- 
peated what he had ſaid before on the? ſubject, that no mend- 
ing could qualify this attack on the conſtitution. He repeated it, 
the poiſon might be concealed, it might be made more palatable, 
and it would be ſo much the worſe. If, however, the con- 
ſtitution was to be violated, he withed that the people might 
lee the attack in all its glaring, open treaſon, that they might 
be rouſed to its defence. He certainly, therefore ſhould not 
lend himſelf to qualify the atrocious wickednels of theſe Bills. 
Mr. Fox concluded with moving to adjourn the debate till 
Wed ee nn og Hs on om ene 
The Chancellor * the Exchequer ſaid, he did not rife to 
follow the Right Hon. Gentleman through the whole of his 
 Ipzech 3 but there were ſome paſſages in it which, conſiſtently 
with his duty as a member of parliament, with his feelings as 4 
man, with his attachment to his ſovereign;and his veneration for 
the conſtitution, he could not hear, without riſing inſtantly ts 
expreſs his horror and indignation at them. The Rt. Hon. Gent. 
he obſerved, had made a bold, broad, and unqualified declaration, 
that if his arguments and his meaſures did not prevent the 
We po rn is op els 20 paſting 
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- paſting of Bills, which a great majority of the houſe con- 
ceived to be neceſſary for the ſecurity of the perſon of the ſo- 
vereign, and the preſervation of the rights of the people, he 
will have recourſe to different means of oppoſition. He has 
avowed his intention of ſetting up his own arguments in op. 
poſition to the authority of the legiſlature. He has ſaid, that 
if he is aſked. his advice, he will put the propriety of reſiſt- 
ance only on the queſtion of prudence; without adverting 
whether the conſequences of this advice may be followed by 
che penalties of treaſon, and the danger of convulſion, thus 
epenly adviſing an appeal to the ſword, which muſt either 
confign its authors to the vengeance of the violated law, or 
Involve the country in; anarchy and bloodſhed,” The right 
_ honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, 
had taken care not to be miitated ; happily for the country, 
this declaration of his principles was too clear to admit of 
. doubt. He moved to poſtpone the Committee until Wed- 
neſday, December 2, With all the horror he felt at ſuch 
language, he was glad the right honourable gentleman had been 
fo unreſerved and explicit. The Houſe and the country 
would judge of that gentleman's conduct from his own lan- 
guage ; they might fee the extent of his veneration for the 
conttitution, aud of his reſpect for parliament, when, in viola- 
tion of his duty, in defiance of legal puniſhment, he could 
bring himſelf to utter ſuch ſentiments. He was glad the right 
honourable gentleman ad made that avowal, becauſe he hoped 
tic would warn all thg}true friend of the conſtitution to 1ally 
round it for its defence. He would not enter into a diſcuſſion 
of the abſtract right of 1efiſtance, or what degree of oppreſſion 
on that part of the government, would ſet the people free 
from their allegiance; he would only call to their recollection 
that the principles of thoſe Bills, upon which the right honour- 
able gentleman had ventured ſuch language, had met with the 
approvation of a large majority of the Houſe, and he truſted 
that majority had not forgot what was due to themſelves and 
their country. He hoped they would ſhew the right honour- 
able gentlemen, that they had not loſt the ſpirit of their an- 
ceſtors, which had been ſo frequently referred to; and that if 
they were driven by treaſon to the hard neceflity of defending 
the conſtitution by force, .that they would act with that ir- 
reſiſtable energy which ſuch a crime would neceflarily excite 
in a loyal afſembly. The power of the Jaw of England, he 
truſted, would be ſufficient to defeat the machinations of 
all wao riſqued ſuch dangerous doctrines, and to puniſh trea- 
ſen wherever it might be found. Should the law fail, all 
w; eo po or 855 rte 
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true friends to the conſtitution muſt fight under its banner, 
and -ſhew as much vigour in a good cauſe as deſperate men 
could do in a bad one. They muſt hazard, if neceſfary, their 
lives, their fortunes, and every thing held dear, to reſcue them- 
ſelves from that anarchy, that wretchedneſs, into which ſuch 
unremitting efforts were made to plunge the country. 
Mr. Fox ſaid in explanation, ** the right honourable gen- 
tleman's tale for miſrepreſentation was neither unknown to 
him nor to the houſe, I riſe to re-ſtate my expreſſion, but not 
to retract one word of what I have ſaid. Let the words be 
taken down at the table ; if they exprels the ſentiments of an 
honeſt Engliſhman, they are thoſe ſentiments for which our 
forefathers ſhed their blood, and upon which the revolution 
was founded: but let me not be miſtaken, The caſe I put 
was, that theſe Bills might be paſſed by a corrupt majority of 
parliament, contrary to the opinion and ſentiments of the 
reat body of the nation. If the majority of the people ap- 
prove of theſe Bills, I will not be the perſon to inflame their 
minds, and ſtir them up to rebellion ; but if, in the gener 
opinion of the country, it is conceived, that theſe Bills attack 
the fundamental principles of our conſtitution, I then main- 
tain, that the propriety of reſiſtance, inſtead of remaining any 
longer a queſtion of morality, will become merely a queſtion. 
of prudence, I may be told that theſe are ſtrong words; but 
ſtrong meaſures require ſtrong words. I will not ſubmit to 
arbitrary power, while there remains any alternative to vin- 
dicate my freedom. | Ee | 5 
The Secretary at Mar ſaid, the explanation took nothing 
from the dangerous tendency of the original declaration. The 
meaning was obviouſly that which had been given by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. It was; that the right honourable 
fun would adviſe the people, whenever they were 
rong enough, to reſiſt the execution of the law. The right 
honourable gentleman reſted on no majority, but the majority 
of force; The honourable gentleman had brought the matter _ 
to a criſis; and it was now verging to that point to which; 
in his opinion, it had long tended. It was alarming to the 
country, but they mult fee it: the danger ought to be known 
to them; and if they did not fee the dreadful precipice near 
which they ſtood, in his opinion they were loſt for ever. At 
leaſt they had a fair warning: they now knew from the un- 
equivocal declarations of the honourable gentleman, ks. ; 
lengths would be juſtified: they had time to' prepare agai 
the danger, and prepare for their fafety; but he would not 
wiſh for a diſhonourable ſafety; not one gained by flight and 
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puſillanimity, but in manly fortitude to meet the danger. In 

that caſe, the right hon. gentleman would find that miniſters 

were determined to exert a vigour more than law. (A loud cry 
of Hear! Hear] and © take down hiswords”) Mr. Windham 
repeated the words, © that they were ready to exert a vigour 
mote than /aw,” as exerciſed in ordinary times and under com- 
mon circumſtances. Times and eircumſtances would then re- 
quire ſtronger laws, and the exertion of more efficacious means 

4 to put thoſe laws in execution. He deprecated the idea of an 

1 | abject mind as much as the right honourable gentleman; and 

therefore it was that miniſters, whatever ſtrength and daring 

was oppoſed to them, would be able, he truſted, to meet 
it with an equal degree of ſtrength and combination. 

Mr. Hardinge ſaid, that he agreed with Mr. Fox, and was 

t ready then as he could ever be to vote a cenſure of the words, 

1 but that he was deſirous of the adjournment propoſed by the 
= Maſter of the Rolls, and for two reaſons. Firſ, becauſe it 
was not of ſuch preſſure to act immediately in judgement upon 
this libel, as it was to act immediately upon the Bill for the 

_ ſafety of the King's perſon; and in the next place, becauſe 

though he was perfectly ſure the wards had Yeceived no expla- 
nation that could alter the ſenſe of them, or make it leſs cri- 
minal.. It would be another queſtion whether cenſure was 
due to the writer of them, or how far it ſhould extend; and 
it was neceſſary to determine that queſtion by a more accurate 
examination of the whole work. This was a reaſon for /me 
adjournment, and what he had faid before convinced him that 
it ſhould be diſtant enough to let in the diſcuſſion of the Bill, 
ar wa merger dd TT ety 

Mr. Alderman Newnham: ſaid, that gentlemen ſeemed to 
take it for granted, that at the public meetings alluded to by 
the right honourable gentleman, who had ſpoken laſt but one, 
nothing but cool deliberate diſcuſſion had taken place at 
each of them; the direct reverſe had been the caſe moſt noto- 
rioully. With reſpect to the Common Hall, the crowd was 
ſo great, and the clamour ſo inceſſant, that it was utterly im- 
poſſible to decide what were the ſentiments of the majority. 
Many had aſſented to the proceedings without ever even 
knowing what the reſolutions were for which they voted. 
Guildhall, it was well known, was a long and extenſive 
building; his voice could not reach above half its extent; 
and when he attempted to ſpeak, they would not hear him; 
nay, even his own conſtituents would not hear Mr. 88 A 
ton, who was ſo able a ſpeaker. The ſame riotous conduct, 
he ſaid, had likewiſe taken place at the Middleſex 18 th | 
: Jen; 7 e Ss 8 .. WAETS. 
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where one of the repreſentatives of the county (Mr. Main 
Waring) had to complain of a ſimilar want of attention. 
- Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he could refer the worthy Alderman for, 
an anſwer to the right honourable gentleman, who, in 1784, 
| had ſtated to his right honourable friend what muſt be his fitu- 
ation of degradation with regard to his conſtituents, when 
After what had 
fallen from the hon. Chancellor of the Exchequer, he de- 
clared he had imagined that nothing more violent could be 
added, until he heard the ſtill more fiery ſtyle of his hon. col- 
That a vigour more than the law muſt be uſed, and 
that ſuch was the declaration of his Majeſty's Secretary, at 
War, was a matter truly alarming to the people. He, who 
had made the metropolis of ingland a garrifen town, and 
filled it in all quarters with cavalry: the ſoldiers, under his 
expreſs orders, lying with their horſes ready ſaddled, and their 
feet almoſt ready to mount the ftirrup. Where were the 
ſymptoms of inſurrection to warrant all this military array? 
The freedom of Parliament itſelf appeared to him to be 
chreatened, and poſſibly they might ſoon be - deprived of the 
liberty of ſpeech in that houſe. What had his hon. friend 
ſaid? His explanation was bold, manly, and candid; they 
ought to have known, from his general character, that ſuch it 
He never attempted to ſneak out of his declara- 
He had ſaid, that if the peo- - 
ngland were dead to all their former feelings, if they 
wiſhed for theſe Bills, then he ſhould deem himſelf no longer 
_ a fitſervant for ſuch a people: a declaration that was needleis; 
they muſt know, the frame and texture of his mind could 
never ſuffer him to be the ſervant of flaves; and degrading as 
the term was, ſuch muſt be their condition if theſe Bills paſſed 
into laws. Mr. Sheridan declared, he acceded to all that had 
been ſaid by his hon. friend, and thought, as honourable men, 
If the people were to aſk how 
they were to act, if theſe Bills paſs by corrupt majorittes, he 
ſhould tell them, they ought to reſiſt whenever they could pru- 
| As men of ſpirit could they act otherwiſe?” The 
people would fay, © you, by your language in the houſe, have 
infiamed us; (a loud call of Hear, Hear!) and now you do 


they refuſed to liſten to his ſentiments, 


paliry equivocations. 


they could not act otherwile, 
dently do it, 


not dare to purſue the meaſures. you there maintained. 


That the Conftitution ſhould be permanent was his firſt 
and moſt anxious deſire; he did not wiſh to ſee a Britiſh Ro- 
beſpierre treading on the necks of the Britiſh people. The 
reſemblance, he remarked, was too ſhocking to be overlooked, 


| Robeſpierre, to maintain his authority, kept the people 


in in- 


ceſiant 
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ceſiant alarm about plots and conſpiracies, which again were 
_ neceiary to him to bind the nation in ſtronger ſhackles. Ra- 
| beſpierre could not viſit the Mayor of Paris without his body 
guard; and Robeſpierre put the whole country under military 
execution, all under the pretext of ſecurity to the Conſtitu- 
tion. The tyrant, however, could not long practiſe theſe 
arts with impunity. A whole people could not long endure a 
ſlavery ſo deteſtabſe from a hand fo worthleſs. To the decla- 
ration of his right hon. friend he therefore implicitly ſub- 
ſcribed. It muſt be the feeling of every true Engliſhman ; of 
every man iO acknowledged the principles which had ſeated 
the illuſtrious family of Brunſwick on the throne. - 
Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, ſuch declarations were liable to very 
different conſtructions, he could not therefore but expreſs his 
Ciſzpprobation of them. Some might ſuppoſe, they wiſhed 
only to ſupport miniſters, without any regard to the intereſt of 
the vation. They had before heard of ſeceſſion from Parlia- 
ment, and attacks upon the conſtitution; it was a fort of par- 
liamentary language not to be underſtood in its literal ſenſe, 
but was well underſtood by the country. hat he role for, 
Was to remark upon the notice given by the honourable gen- 
tleman for a motion for peace. With peace in their mouths, 
what had they in their hearts, when their tone went to draw 
the fward of civil diſcord, in order to plunge it iu the boſom f 
their own country. © | e 
Mr. Grey ſaid, the world would judge of the ſincerity of 
Mr. Wilberforce's wiſh for peace. Of the ſincerity of his 
own conduct, and of thoſe with whom he acted, the country, 
he hoped, would not form a judgment from ſuch invidious 
reflections as had been thrown out. From the principle which 
had been maintained by his right honourable friend (Mr. Fox) 
he would not ſhrink; and he would repeat with him, that it, 
by the government of the country, meaſures were carried into 
effect contrary to the wiſhes of a great majority of the peo- 
ple, to the liberties of the nation, if he ſhouid be aſked, whe- = 
ther the people ought” to refrain from reſiſtance, he would 
ſay, that they only ſhould induce them to refrain from mo- 
tives of prudence. With reſpect to the Bills themſelves, he 
concurred entirely with his right honourable friend, that no 
modification could make them otherwiſe than hoſtile to the 
principles of the conſtitution. FFV ID 
Colonel Rolle read an Addreſs from Devon, which he ſaid 
contained his own ſentiments. © _ F 
Te Chancellor of the Exchequer moved to adjourn, having 
ee propoſed to poſtpone the conſideration of the Libel 
on the Houſe to Thurſday, the Commitment of the Bill to 
„ > n i < | ; . f Wedneſday | 
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Wedneſday, and ſtated, that after the call of the Houſe he 

meant to move that the Speaker leave the chair, in order to 
go into a Committee on the Seditious Meetings Bill. 

The queſtion was at length put, and the houſe adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TukspAx, November 24. 


The Bill for preventing the making of Starch, Hair Pow- 
ger, &c. from Wheat, was read a ſecond time; as were alſo 
the Bills for preventing the Expor tation of Soap, Candles 
and Tallow, and for permitting the Importation of the ſame 
for a limited time, 1 | 
The houſe, in a Committee, went through Wakeman's 
Divorce Bill, and heard evidence to illegitimate the laſt child, 
—Adjourned, oh} 5 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 Trtesday, November 24. 
THE CALL OF THE HOUSE 
Occupied the attention of the members from four till eight 
o' clock, while ſtrangers were excluded, ſeveral divifions, or 
excuſes for abſence took place. At the commencement of 
this: pee 8 1 1 
Mr. Sheridan ſtated the manner in which the calls of the 
houſe had lately been trifled with, and rendered almoſt nuga- 
tory ; and the neceſſity, in the preſent momentous criſis, of 
ſtrictly enforcing the rule, however unpleaſant the taſk, He 
therefore moved, that the houſe ſhould then be called over, 
and gave notice, that he ſhould move to repeat the call after a 
ort interval. : g . ö : 
A debate aroſe on a motion that the houſe be called over that 
day fortnight, and an amendment being moved, that it be 
called over on Friday ſc'nnight, it was carried in favour of 
the call on this day fortnight. | 
Sir M. Dolben roſe to make a remark on the ſubject of the 
order of the Houſe, He ſaid, that the cry of hear / bear! 
had lately been fo often and ſo loudly vociferated, that he was 
to a great degree prevented from hearing at all; he there- 
fore hoped the Speaker would uſe his authority in maintain- 
ing more order in that reſpect in future. . 
Mr, Grey preſented a petition from Newcaſtle, gg 
0 ng ny 1 | 1 Bills 
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W-.-:. 1 
Bills depending in the houſe, ſigned, as he obſerved, by near 
3000 perſons, and obtained in the moſt unexceptionable man- 
ner; he ſaid he underitood, that an gppoſite petition had been 
procured, by means which he knew to have been, in ſome 
inſtances, / highly improper. One perſon in particular, 
who had ſigned the petition for the Bills by miſtake, had, he 
1 underſtood, not been allowed to eraze his name; he under- 
1 | flood allo that many others had likewiſe ſigned the wrong 
: petition. : pe | | | - 
Mr. Brandling anſwered, he had received ſeveral letters, 
extracts from which he read, ſtating, that very unbecoming 
acts had been uſed in procuring the petition againſt the Bills 
preſented by an honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey), and he 
proceeded to read a hand- bill, inviting the meeting, wherein 
it was ſtated that the county of Middleſex, the city of Welt- 
minſter, and the city of London, the borough of Southwark, 
and all the merchants, bankers, and traders of London, with 
ſcarcely an exception, had already ſet the example to the 
country, of ſigning a petition againſt the Bills; the hand- 
"ol bill, nevertheleſs, was 5 50 and circulated in Newcaſtle the 
very ſame day on which the earlieſt of the petitions in or near 
the metropolis of which it made mention, was brought for- 
ward, and many days before the meeting in Middleſex took 
lace. | | 5 8 
8 Mr. Grey admitted there was ſome anticipation in thus 
ſtating the petitions to have been already carried, which the 
writer undoubtedly ought only to have ſpoken of as likely to 
be carried. 5 5 5 
The Attorney General obſerved, that the people of New- 
caſtle were not only miſinfotmed as to the fact which had 
been mentioned, but it appeared that they were equally miſin- 
formed as to the {tate of the exiſting law of the country, and 
as to the enactments of the Bills againſt which they petitioned. | 
Other petitions were preſented, and Sir G. Shuckburgh 
having intimated that he Cid not wiſh to prevent ſtrangers be- 
ing re- admitted into the gallery, after a few words from the 
Secretary a War, the gallery was opened. 5 
Mr. Fox and the Chancellor of the Excheguer ſeverally 
agreed in the propriety and neceſſity of this proceeding, and 
the call accordingly took place. A moſt unprecedented num- 
ber of abſentees were ſet down as defaulters, many of whom 
had ſent no excuſes whatever, or taken the leaſt notice of 
the call. | ITY EE OLA . 
At eight o'clock ſtrangers were admitted into the gallery; 
but ſome noiſe being made, occaſioned principaily by the anx- 
iety of perluns io obtain ſeats, as the avenues had been ex- 
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tremely crouded all the afternoon, Sir George Shuckburgh 
moved that the gallery ſhould be cleared. 


The Speaker ſtated that, a motion of that nature having 


been made, it only remained for him to defire the Serjeant to 
clear the gallery. The gallery was accordingly cleared. 

On the ſtrangers being turned out, Mr. Sheridan vindicat- 
ed them from any intention of diſreſpect to the houſe ; ſtated 
the great length of time they had been waiting in the lobby, 
and urged the ill appearance it would have at "ſuch a criſis, 
and when ſuch a ſubje& was in diſcuſſion, to ſhut themſelves 
up and exclude the public from even hearing their proceedings. 

About half paſt nine o'clock ſtrangers were again admit- 
ted. At that time, 

Mr. Church defended the proceedings of the meeting of the 
Freeholders of Midgieſex convened at Hackney, than which, 
he ſaid, nothing could be more orderly and regular: as a 
proof of this aſſertion; he deſired to refer to members of the 
county, who were preſent. 

Mr. Maintbaring ſaid, the meeting of the county of Mid- 


dleſex had been convened in conſequence of a requiſition, 


honed by many reſpectable characters, among whom were ſe- 
veral of high rank, The novelty of the ſpectacle of ſo many 


noblemen mingling i in popular meetings had probably con- 


tributed to collect a great concourſe of people. Two noble 
_ dukes, who were (he believed) not freeholders, had addreſſed 
the meeting, and were heard with great attention. In at- 


tempting to ſpeak upon the ſubject of the meeting he had not 


been fo fortunate, having been repeatedly interrupted. He 


had endeavoured to ſtate his diſapprobation of two of the 


clauſes in one of the Bills; but when he wiſhed to expreſs 


his conviction of the propriety of ſome fuch meaſures, he was 


not allowed to proceed. Another gentleman, who attended 
the meeting to oppoſe the petitions, was in the ſame fituatiun ; 


A 
LY 


and there did not appear to him to be a candid diſpoſition to 


_ canvaſs the buſineſs with fairneſs and impartiality. 


Sir M. Milner declared he felt a conſiderable degree of | 


ſurpfiſe, on hearing that the numerous attendance mentioned 
had been aſcribed to the novelty of peers and members of 
parliament appearing on ſuch occaſions, and was proceeding 
to ſtate the great number of Peers, which he had Known pre- 
ſent at a county meeting, when 


The Speaker reminded the houſe, that this converſation 


was irrelevant to the queition then before them. 

The queſtion before the houſe was, Whether the petition 
from the town of Newcaſtle, againſt the Bills now pending 
in Funn ſhould lie on the ble, 5 


? 


£54 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS; [Gonmons: 


Mr. Byng ſaid, he was ſorry that he was precluded from 


replying to his honourable colleague, had that not been the 


caſe, he declared he would have told him, that the gentlemen 


who interrupted him during his ſpeech at the meeting, were 
the very ſame gentlemen who had returned him to parli- 


ament. | | | 
PETITION FROM THE MERCHANTS AND BANKERS. 
Mr. Er/einè ſaid; that he had in his hand a piece of parch- 
ment; which he would not ſtyle a petition, but, in compliance 
with a phraſe employed by an honourable gentleman, call 3 
fomething. Mr, Erſkine was about to read the title of the pe- 
tition, but on opening the folds of parchment, found that he 


had taken up one which did not belong to him, which occa- 


ſioned conſiderable mirth. Mr. Erfkine ſaid, that when the 
houſe was beſet with petitions, in greater number from all 
quarters of the country than he had ever recollected to have 
been the caſe on any former occaſion, againft Bills of fo 


alarming and deſtructive a tendency, It was not furpriſing that 


he ſhould commit the miſtake. He had intended to preſent 
the petition without any comment, or previous obſervation, 
thinking it the bounden duty of the repreſentatives of the peo- 


ple to lay their complaints before parliament; from the calu- 


minous and invidious remarks which it was at this time 
cuſtomary to make on petitions of a ſimilar nature, he how- 


ever found it neeeſſary to ſay ſomething. He had received it 


from the perſon whoſe name firſt appeared in the ſubſcript- 
tion to it, and who had been chairman of a meeting where it 
had been adopted;while ſuch meetings were yet lawfu},or allow- 


ed tobe held. It had already been anticipated in the courſe of 


the evening, that this perſon was neither in trade, nor a native 


of this country. With reſpe&t to theſe points, he could not 
take upon himſelf to decide. He knew the gentleman was 
the brother of a moſt reſpectable perſon whom he had oc- 


caſion to know, and he had underſtood him to be his partner 
im trade. It had likewife been ſtated that this petition could 


not be ſtyled the Petition of the Bankers of the city of Lon- 


don, as no individuals of that deſcription had ſubſcribed it. 
Whether this was the caſe or not, he could not tell, nor did 


he think that there was any particular honour or dignity an- 


nexed to the name of banker, which could have led the pe- 


titioners to aſſume it. He had firſt looked at the language 


of the petition, in order to be informed whether the terms in 


which it was couched were propef and reſpectful to the houſe, 


and ſuch as a member of parliament might preſent with cre- 
dit, and he had found it in every way ſuitable to the dignity 
of the houſe, and to the importance of the occaſion. 1 1 
EEE | FRG 0 5 En 


1 Mw RE 


| Nov. 24. l. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, abs 

ſigned by upwards of 2900 perſons. Uponhis being aſked, 
what was the title of the petition ? he owned he had been 
ſtruck with ſome aſtoniſhment ; and on his anſwering, that 
it was a petition of the merchants; bankers, and others, of the 
city of London, to be told the fact which been inſinuated al- 
ready againſt the petition, and the perſons by whom it was 
ſubſcribed. He believed the character and the views of the 
petitioners to be perfectly proper and conſtitutional. Mr, 
Waddington; the chairman, to whom he had already alluded, 
had ſome months ſince; upon the rumour of a threatened inva- 
ſion, enrolled himſelf in the Southwark cavalry ; and though 
nothing in his character afforded any thing like room for ſuſe 
picion, - he had been diſmiſſed from the ſervice; upon the fin- 
gle circumſtance of having ſigned his name to an advertiſe- 
ment, calling a meeting to conſider of the propriety of theſe 
Bills, which ſtrike, as he would contend, at the root of the 
conſtitution; A fact like that argued in the ſtrongeſt: man- 

ner the mean and odious jealouſy of the men by whom theſe 
corps were directed, of the conduct of thoſe who ſhew them- 
ſelves courageous enough to oppoſe unconſtitutional meaſures, 

and afforded a reaſonable ground of belief, that perſons of ſuch 
ſentiments were carefully excluded confidering the purpoſes to 
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which they might be applied. He concluded with moving; 
«that this petition of the merchants; bankers, and other in- 


| habitants of the city of London, be brought up.” _ 
| Aldernian Newnham (aid he meant no diſreſpect to the Gen- 
tleman, whoſe name ſtood at the head of the ſubfcribers to 
the petition, but he was convinced that the meeting did not 
= he the ſenſe of the merchants and bankers of the city of 
London. . 0 5 : a f 
Mr. Ald, Luſbington ſaid, he did not rife to object to the ho- 
nourable gentleman bringing up the petition, nor was he unwil- 
ing to allow it all the weight it deſerved. The honoufable and 
learned gentleman had undoubtedly acted conſtitutionally in * 
preſenting the petition ; he felt himſelf bound, however, to re- 
mark on the unfair influence uſed to obtain it. Many of 
the perſons ſuppoſed to have ſigned it; would, he ſaid, ſhortly 
petition for the Bills; and it would appear that the majority 
and far more reſpectable part of the merchants, bankers, ma- 
nufacturers, as well as three-fourths of the houſeholders, took 
no part in this buſineſs. It was at all times wiſe to advert to 
general principles; he would aſk, - therefore, whether the ſe- 
curity and diſtribution of property, not univerſal ſuffrage, the 
modern theory, did not form the baſe of the ſocial ſtate, and 
of the conſtitution of the country? Such at leaſt was the 
You I. % 1 47-7 0. 
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opinion of our anceflors. If the general ſenfe of the nation 
was taken on the Bills, the Alderman faid, he'was perſuaded 


tnat three-fourths of the people of property would be found to 


be favourable to them. Three-fourths of the deſcription of 
perſons ſaid to have ſigned the petition, he had no doubt, were 
of the ſame kind; anc, he truſted, when the real petition of 
the bankers, &c. ſhould come forward, which it ſoon would, 
that it would have all the influence due to it, - 

Sir Benjamin Hommet ſaid, the petition could not be ſtated to 


be the petition of the bankers of London, as no banker had 


been preſent at the meeting ; if the petition was diſcovered 
not to have the real ſignatures cf thoſe whoſe names it bore 
as ſubſcribers, the Houſe, he conceived, ought not to receive 


it. He declared himſelf warranted to aſſert, that the perſons 
ho ſigned this had ſigned other petitions in different places. 


The fact undeniably was, that in the meeting where the pe- 
tition was agreed upon, every miſrepreſentation was uſed; and 
while the advocates for the preſent petition argued for the li- 


berty of the preſs and ſpeech, thoſe, who differed in opinion, 
were denied the liberty of ſpeaking there, though nobody 
had any perſonal diſlike to them. He imagined a right ho- 


nourable gentleman oppoſite to him meant well; but he was 
free to ſay, that if his ſtrong and ardent ſpeeches actuated 


and inflamed the public mind, he would not be able to oppoſc 
the progrels of ſedition excited perhaps unintentionally, by _ 


himſelf. Such was the caſe of Lord George Gordon in the 
year 1780. His Lordſhip himſelf told him (Sir Benjamin 
Hammet) that he could not reſtrain the fury of the mob. He 


- wiſhed to warn the right honourable gentleman againſt ſuch 


fatal conſequences, he was requeſted by his conſtituents to 


preſent an humble addreſs to his majeſty, praying that ſome 


ſuch regulations might be made for the ſecurity of monarchy 


and the conſtitution, He was ſure the majority of the city 
were friendly to the Bills; and he hoped the Houſe would 
not receive the petition before them as the ſenſe of the 


| bankers of London; as he was certain that not a ſingle banker 


| ſigned it. 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid he would not diſcuſs the point 
whether the petition were ſigned by the bankers, merchants, 
&c. of the city of London, from whom it was ſaid to come. It 
was enough for him, that it was the petition of a great many of 
the inhabitants of London, who, whatever was their ſituation, 
were entitled to petition the legiſlature, He meant to advert 
to the obſervation of a learned gentleman, who ſaid that it had 
been obtained at a public meeting, while ſuch meetings were 


not illegal, No concluſion of that ind could juſtly be _y 
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from any meaſure depending at preſent in that Houſe, That 

circumſtance, however, was one of the miſrepreſentations | 
which had been ſo frequent. Nothing could be more clear 
than that the pending Bills would not take away the right of 
petitioning, or aſſembling in ſuch meetings. He did not fo 
much doubt whether the petition expreſſed the true ſenti- 
ments of the merchants and bankers, &c. as of the perſons by 
whom it was ſigned, many of whom might have been deceived 
by the falſe account they received of the meaſures againſt 
which they remonſtrated. Such miſrepreſentations of the prin- 
ciple and intention of the Bills, he ſaid, he would never ſuffer 
to ho without attempting to reſtrain and expoſe them, 

Mr. Fox faid, ſeveral things had been obſerved and ſtated 
in the courle of the debate, which ought not to go unnoticed. 
Inſinuations againſt the conduct of noble dukes appearing at 
public meetings, and the novelty of ſuch behaviour had been 
thrown out, The Midd' eſex meeting was not, he obſerved, 
the firſt inſtahce in which peers and members of parliament 
had taken a ſhare in county meetings, In 1780, meetings of 
that fort had been frequent, and had proved highly uſeful. He 
was convinced by the influence and ſpirit they had excited, 
that they had wade” ta abridge, by at leaſt one or two years, 

the duration af a cruel and impolitic war. Similar meetings 
had, on various occaſions, been held, and he would defy any 
man to deny the eee that had reſulted from them to 
the country. 

Alarms, it was aſſerted, had been ſpread concern ng the 
tendency of the Bills at preſent pending in parliament, and 
that theſe meetings were calculated to inflame and irritate the 
miuds of the people againſt meaſures of no ſerious conſequence 

to their liberties and the conſtitution, Was it poſſible that he 
- ould forget the zeal and activity which had been exerted. to. 
ſpread alarms without doors concerning the tendency of his 
India Bill. One gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) in arguing againſt that meaſure, had boldly avowed, 
tnat he would employ every means *in his power to (pread 
alarm among the people; and, while he recollected the cir- 
cumſtance, it was with the e ſatisfaction he recollected 
the anſwer he then returned, that it was the duty of every 
member to explain to his e the nature of thoſe 
meaſures, by which they were to be affected. In no fituation 
in which he had been placed, had he forgot or ceafed to re- 
 ipect the right of the ſubject to inveſtigate public affairs, nor 
did he atteinpt to check that diſcuſfion, when it threatened to 
be unfayqurable to the meaſures which he propoſed, and which 
he was convinced were advantageous to the country. He 
e 30 . declared 
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declared, he conſidered it as a ſymptom of the decay of the 
principles of the conſtitution, when, ſince the year 1780, ſuch 

a revolution had taken place in the ſentiments, and ſuch an alte- 

ration in the language of gentlemen upon that important point, 

With equal aſtoniſhment had he heard the attempts which 
had been made to detract from the weight of that almoſt uni. 
verſal public diſapprobation by which the Bills had been con- 
demned. It was roundly allerted that other petitions would 
come forward to counteract the influence of thoſe already 
preſented. Of that the Houſe knew nothing; it was an ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous preference of ſpeculation to facts which 
it was preſumptious to indulge. A worthy alderman (Mr. 
Luſhington) had not only undertaken to anſwer for the 
merchants and bankers of London, and for his conſtituents, 
in contradiction to the poſitive vote of the Common Hall, but 
for three-fourths of the houſeholders of the kingdom. Where 
were the facts upon which this aſſertion reſted? Were three- _ 
fourths of the houſcholders of Weſtminſter for the Bills? 

Would the worthy alderman tell him that the ſupporters of the 

Bills had appealed to the parochial meetings with more ſucceſs 
than they had appealed to general meetings? 

It was almolt incredible, he faid, that gentlemen ſhould 
blind, not merely their underſtanding againſt the reception of 
truth, but even againſt the teſtimony and demonſtration of 
their ſenſes. It indicated a perverſeneſs of mind, which would 
hear, and fee, and judge of nothing that was unwelcome, and 
which, in ſpite of the cleareſt evidence, doubted of every fact 
that was difagreeable. Will they tell me, ſaid Mr. Fox, that 
three-fourths of the inhabitants of Weſtminſter are not againſt 
theſe Bills, without contradifting my very ſenſes? = 
But it was ſaid, that the oppoſers of the Bills had been guilty 
of miſrepreſentation. Be it ſo, for the ſake of argument, ſaid 
Mr. Fox. They tell us, that other petitions will appear, and 

teſtify a different ſenſe in the people. This, at leaſt, was a 
powerſul reaſon for delaying the progreſs of the Bills till theſe 
actually were brought forward. Tt had been ſaid by a learned 
friend of his (Mr. Serjeant Adair) that theſe very petitions 
did no ſpeak the ſenſe of thoſe who ſigned them. This was 
at once, and without proof, to take up a particular caſe, in- 
ſtead of the general preſumpticn. His learned friend (Mr. 
Serjeant Adair) had accuſed his learned friend near him of 

miſrepreſenting the ſcope of the Bills, when he ſaid that ſuch 

a meeting as that from which the petition was preſented could 
not take place where the Bill paſſed into a law. With the 
explanation he had repeatedly given, he would plead guilty 

tao this accuſation. He had ſtared; he ſaid, that in ſuch a 

meeting, no matter could be diſcuſſed freely, or to any = : : 


Nov. 24+] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 469 
They might meet, no doubt, but for how long a time? No 
Jonger than till the magiſtrate thought or chote to appear to 
think that ſomething improper had been done, on which he 
might diſperſe them, and prevent their coming to any reſolution. 
It muſt be admitted, therefore, that no miſinterpretation had 


tanken place; but that it was indubitably true that a meeting 


in ſuch a fitvation is merely a nominal privilege, and the effi- 
cient importance or utility of it is entirely done away. With 
regard to the reſponſibility of the magiſtrate, a difference of 
opinion certainly was entertained, but none as to his right of 
interference. Why then flatter or delude men with the idea 
that they have the right to meet and deliberate, when its exer- 
| Ciſe depends on fo precarious a circumſtance as the virtue or 
| the caprice of the ſuperintending magiſtrates? Was it ever 
contradicted that this was the cafe ? Whatever might be the 
degree of reſponſibility, it was undoubted that the meeting 
might be diſſolved. Mr. Fox was proceeding, when he 
was called to. order; and it was ſtated that the argument 
into which he had gone was irregular. ] EY 
Mr. Fox, made an obſervation or two upon the call to 
order, and then ſaid, that he ſhould not trouble the Houſe - 
farther than to declare that if it had been ſuppoſed to have 
been literally ſtated by his honourable and learned friend, 
that no meeting could be held in future, that ſuppoſition 
was certainly unfounded ; but if it had been ſuppoſed to have 
been ſtated that no free meetings could be held in future, to 
that ſtatement he pleaded guilty. The diſtinction was fo fri- 
volous, as to be wholly unworthy of any man of ſenſe and 
underſtanding» | | „ 
The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſaid, anxious as he was to 
ſhorten preliminary diſcuſſion, that the debate might not be un- 
neceſſarily prolonged, and that the houſe might form themſelves 
into a Committee to diſcuſs, clauſe by clauſe, the ſerious pro- 
viſions of the Bill, at which pet iod he ſhould call upon gentle- 
men to ſhew how it could ae e thoſe dangerous conſequences 
which had been attributed to it; yet when he heard the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) addreſs io much of his ſpeech to 
him in particular, it was impoſſible for him to remain ſilent; 
more eſpecially as it was evident that theſe preliminary diſ- 
cuſſions was intimately connected with the merits of the Bill. 
© The Right Hon. Gentleman fays, that it is at preſent 
the ſubje& of complaint. that he and his friends are ſpeading 
an alarm, and at the fame time he reminds me of a period 
(during the diſcuſſion of the Eaſt India Bill) when I wiſhed 
to ſpread an alarm ;” I defire, ſaid the Chancellor of the Ex- 
. chequer, diſtinctly to ſtate, that the ground of my complaint 
is, not that any gentleman, who ſees in the Bill what, to hin 
ny | eo appear 
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appears injurious to the liberties of this country, ſhould wiſh 
to atouſe the attention and jealouſy of his conſtituents ; the 
complaint I have to make is, that any methods ſhould be 
adopted to prevent the p;ople of the country from forming a 
fair and impartial judgment reſpecting theſe Bills, and from 
expreſiing their ſenſe of them, as the reſult of this impartial ex- 
amination. The charge I urge againſt the gentlemen in op- 
po ſition to theſe, Bills is, firſt, that the means they make uſe 
of for ſpeading an alarm is miſrepreſentation; and, ſecondly, that 
this alarming of the people is attempted for the expreſs purpoſe 
of rouſing them, if practicable, to a ſpirit of reſiſtance againſt 
the legiſlature, with a view to overthrow the Acts of the 
King, Lords and Commons, in parliament aflembled; and, 
inſtead of the peaceable and conſtitutional means of petition- 
ing, to encourage the people to refort to force, a language 
which, he believed, no individual in this country had ever 
held before, and which the Right Hon. Gentleman had, at 
leaſt, intitled himſelf to the honour of having introduced into 
parliament itſelf, Of this we complain; nor ſhall! we ceaſe 
to complain, that thoſe gentlemen who expreſs ſuch peculiar 
anxiety for the intereſts of the people, for the welfare of the 
country, and ſuch a regard for the privileges of -parliament ; 
that under pretence of attachmgnt to whig principles, they 
had affected to maintain thoſe dictrines which were juſtifiable 
only under extraordinary circumſtances, and to lay them 
down as eſtabliſhed maxims founded in truth and general wiſ- 
dom; becauſe our anceſtors had recourſe to reſiſtance to a 
king, who aimed at the overthrow of the national religion, 
who attempted to govern without parliaments altogether, wan 
was, in fact againſt all law, and violated the conſtitution of the 
country; this reſiſtance they conſidered as a. general rule 
of action, and in their imitation of the principle, were anima- 
ting the people, not to an oppoſition of illegal and uncon- 
ſtitutional exerciſe of prerogative, or a wanton diſregard of 
the laws, but to a reſiſtance of a law, though legally ſanction- 
ed by the conſent of the three branches of the legiſlature. I 
defy theſe gentlemen to ſhew the conſiſtency of ſuch 
conduct with the principles and practice of thoſe whom 
they profeſs to make the objects of their imitation. We 
alſo complain, that the alarms attempted to be. raiſed 
have been by means of milſrepreſentation.”” This the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer exemplified in what had 
teken place at ſome of the meetings in the North of Eng- 
land, as well as near the Metropolis; alſo in the language put 
into the mouths of ſome of the petitioners againſt the Bills. 
Jo induce the people of Newcaſtle. to ſign the petition er 
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the Bill, it was affirmed, that two other cities near the Metro- 
polis had met, and came to ſimilar reſolutions, when, in fact, 
the meeting was only about to be held in one; and no meeting 
had taken place in the other. A gentleman had faid, that theſe 
places had ſince petitioned, which, though true, did not render 
the repreſentation leſs falſe at the time it was made. 
Among other extraordinary petitions that had been procured, 
one had been brought up from the journeymen taylors of Lon- 
don; a petition which expreſsly ſtated that the journeymen 
are under the neceſſity of applying to the Houſe againſt the 
Bills, becauſe, if they ſhould paſs into laws, it would make it 
illegal for them to meet on matters relative to their trade. 
This petition was not leſs ridiculous than malicious; it was 

_ notorious that the Bills did not in any poſſible view extend to 
ſuch meetings; an evident inſtance of the manner in which 
this and other petitions were procured. Similar miſrepreſen- 
tations had been employed to procure petitions from bodies of 
men not in the fmalleſt degree affected by the Bills. A large 
and induftrious claſs of people in this metropolis, (the weavers, } 
a claſs with whom it was no light matter to tamper, had hand- 
bills diſtributed among them, to procure a meeting, wherein 
the alarm was attemped to be given, that ſhould the Bills paſs, 
it would be illegal for them to meet for an increaſe of wages; 
he was happy to find that ſuch a baſe miſrepreſentation had 
proved unſucceſsful. It was notwithitanding an inſtance of the 
wicked and dangerous arts uſed to irritate the public mind an4 
to provoke the people to ſedition and treaſon. , 

Calumnies, he obſerved, had been induftriouſly propagate, 
in different parts of the country, ſtating that the Bills went 
to prohibit the meetings of private families, and that the right 
honourable gentleman had oppoſed the Bills on that ground. 
In the original opening of the Bill, it was true he had curſo- 
rily ſtated, that one of the clauſes went to prohibit meetings 
called together by public advertiſement, for political diſcuſſions, 
without giving notice to a magiſtrate, if fo many above the 
ſtated number of the family were preſent; that clauſe however it 
| was propoſed to omit. Jo ſay that either of theſe Bills went ta 

prevent private families from meeting, without giving fuch a 

public advertiſement, was neither more or leſs than a down- 
right calumny. The diſcuſſions which the Bills had under- 
gone, had, in ſome meaſure, reſtrained that freedom of miſte- 
preſentation. He faid, however, that he had been informed 
that at the meeting at Surry, it had been agreed, that a meet= 
ing called by the Sheriff would have been illegal under the op2- 
ration of the Bills, though the meeting being called in tnat 
Manner was a ſufficient anſwer to the obſervation. | 4 
bo . 84 25 BE n 
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In fact, ſcarcely a day had paſſed in which ſome one or 


other of the gentlemen in oppoſition had not repreſented the 
Bill as a reſtraint upon the right of petitioning the legiſlature: : 
nay, they had gone farther, and ſtated it to be an extiniom of 
the right of the ſubject to petition ; although every man who 
had read the Bill, muſt fee that it allowed all the extent of 


* 


petitioning by which our anceſtors were contented to make 
known their wiſhes or complaints to pariiament, Every 


meeting convened by lord lieutenants, -cu/todes rotulsrum, or 


magiſtrates, was exempted from the operations of this Bill; 


and others were ſimply put under certain regulations, and by 
no means pronouneed illegal. He muſt obſerve, however, 
that ſelf-created meetings were unknown to our anceſtors ; 
meetings which have endeavoured to propagate French re- 


volutionary principles, formed upon the plans of the Jacobin 
Clubs, and adopting their very phraſes of affiliated ſo- 
cieties, &c. 85 8 | eh . 


Another miſrepreſentation, he ſaid was, that in proportion 


to the difcretionary power which the Bill would give to a 
magiſtrate, it was a direct invaſion of the right of the ſubject. 
When this clauſe came to be diſcuſſed in the Committee, it 
would be a matter of wiſdom to proceed with all due caution; 


and it might poſſibly be amended. He had been told by an 
| honourable gentleman oppoſite, that he had known him long 


enough; he might ſay that the ſame length of time had 
afforded him an opportunity of alſo knowing the honourable 
gentleman, who perhaps inferred, that the eagerneſs with 
Which he had defended the principle of the Bill, covered a 


' wiſh to introduce ſome modifications of its clauſes. Was it, 


he aſked, to the diſcredit of any member, who brought in a 
Bill upon any matter of importance, that he either changed 
his opinion as to the propriety of fome particular clauſes, or 


ſubmitted to the better judgment of others? When the 


| houſe went into a Committee on that clauſe, and were en- 
deavouring to check ſocieties that might be dangerous to the 


conſtitution, it would, he was ready to admit, be adviſeable 
to leave as little as poſſible to the diſcretion of the magit-. 
tratez even taking this diſcretionary power as it now ſtood, 
thoſe who had firſt brought in the Bill, propoſed to render 


the magiſtrate reſponſible for the exerciſe of ir, He declared 


| himſelf ready to meet the ſtatement of the right honourable | 


_ gentleman, that though the Bill did not /tera/ly deſtroy the 
privilege of holding public meetings, yet, in fact, it rendered 
the excrciſe of that right in a great degree abortive. This 
was an argument which went upon the aflumption that there 


was 
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was no difference between the extinction of a right and the 
regulation of it. What might be conſidered as a ſecond 
edition of miſrepreſentation, he faid, had been manifeſted. 
A learned gentleman (Mr. Erſkine) had preſented a petition, 


ſaid to come from the merchants, bankers, &c, of the city of 


London, - which ſtated, that they petitioned the houſe, while 
they yet had the power. He defied the learned gentleman to 


point out one word in the Bill, by which ſuch a petition . 


could be preſented. or deemed illegal. Thus an alarm was 
pretended, where there was no ground to occaſion it. This 
was a petition from the Bankers, &c. of London, as they 
called themſelves: if it ſhould turn out, that though they 


{peak in the name of all the Bankers, yet no one Banker is to 


be found in the liſt, what is this but another miſtepreſentation? 
The Chancelllor of the Exchequer next took notice of what 
had fallen from another learned gentleman, (Serjeant Adair) 
though he agreed with him in the miſreprefentation of the 
learned gentleman, (Mr. Erſkine), he could not agreed with 


him, that if a petition was ſtated to come from the Merchants 


and Bankers of the City, it made no difference whether it 


had or had not the ſignatures it ſet forth. It was a tpecies of 


that miſrepreſentation which he was lately deprecating ; and 
which, he was free to ſay, had excited moſt of the petitions 
againſt the Bills. He would aſk, what proof the gentlemen 


on the other fide had to ſhew of the ſucceſs of their exertions, 
at a period when they ſaid liberty was at the laſt gaſp. From 


their common pretenſions he owned he had littie confidence 
in their aſſertions. In ſpite of all their clamours, that the 
power of expoling grievances or of oppoling attacks, was 
taken away, they. would find it eaſy to employ the ſame ar- 
tifices againſt . any new meaſure to which their oppoſition 
ſhould be directed. The preſent Bill was repreſented worſe 


than the preceding, yet they ſtill preſerved the ſame perſe - 


verance in oppoſition, and the ſame opportunity of miſte- 
- preſentation. He wiſhed gentlemen to confider the Bull 
Clauſe by clauſe z and they would be forced to confeſs, that 
while they gave the magiſtrate every power of diſperſion by 
the Bills, they were careſul y guarded, in order to preſerve 
the conſtitution. inviolate. Every man mult ſee, that if 
the meetings were not compelled to notify their aſſembling to 
the magiſtrate, the regulation could not apply to them. He 
coneluded by ſaying, that if gentlemen conſidered bis argu- 
ments, they would fee that he proved diſtinctly that the aſ- 
icrtions of oppoſition were the groſſeſt miſrepreſentations, and 

VVV that 


Vor. 4 I. 


YI 


s 1 2 * . — Per * . . l e 75 hs wn 3 1 4 RY Mr 4 ry r Lo TO 
TEES a DE p Et per FR Sls Ss St gs 1 


S 
„G ˙ ö 
1 . 


2 . _—y * 
7 > watt te 22 3 ** Er. © hs - 
n Pa * — —— 8 — — bp. Es a « F = 3 
7 2 — ba TN hs ON EY ps 8 2 = * 7 
© * 2 2 - Pn 


— ——— 


DOORS ATE 8 


eee IIIVTES.. 
8 * — ＋ ＋ = 
— 
ws 


y » > — 5 ” 
75 * = 1 , _—_ * 
1 n 1 nts. oh 8" - OD 1 r . — 7. . RESO 4 . A 1 
KY A „ AT rote ER > 8 5 fy uw o n 8 fe”. 3 p : - X PET — — ” n nnn n * by n 1 
3; oy 2 5 F WR back. 5 n 7 82 e 2 r * wid þ th, & _ 40. = 5 n y . . - DS te — " 
L TP 8. Ax n A pts; on . e e hls WIE er mo 2 4 b NAS SE r i ao DN Er nn: * — r Fa. — matters ano dde.. 
to an” wang. « — 2 eee 2 7 g =, 1 8 1 I STE „ — 1. 8 FRA FR W n — Bra N Hi Ges ** PO gg) _. FS "OY 2 4 r N 
* CORE . ls N > * 2 1 7 S 2, 26-433 bs 8 2 Lett dh FR r © me 4 YH KS 2 e . . 4 gory "=" 
« I os — n - 7 « a "rae 85 3 2 304 5.> * 4 Eh 
2 — iy o is Wd - "I — * SORT Top 2h. — pe Ane Wot. « 
N ago 5 whe} TIS 0 


8 3 
"OS 
. 


4 
ay 


—_— 

2 8 „ 

e 
X 


4 88 2 
* a JS. - ä — — 
— Os; 
99 r 
* * a * * 2 * 
; | 


OS y N a * e 
. 2 * 2 — 4 - 8 

3 2 —— 2-2 1 7 1 d x *g hacia Sa - » 

75 2 IEA ers. 17 05 re Say by : 4 * 8 . 8 P 4 at 4 e * 1 HEL OE Ts > Ss, * ; 

„ "OE S&H r 5 "$3774 7 — pa « * 2 9 05 — 8 4 2 = — e. ern r © 5 4 4 4 a * : " : IS EA?) 

: n £ 2 * Wy bag 1 2 e 50) W MT — r r : here © ALS %> 2 * 22 — * — 0 2 aA A JT peu, — _ . 2 2 ; 
—%. « n * IR 1 * N 5 4 * OY . $ EY A 8 * _ — q WIT. 12 Shan kids Kt. 2 * * O 

- - 2. * 1 k - * 5 3 5 8 * 1 P a6 | 


N 
1 
1 2 


+ Yo * 
* 8 _ 
8 0 8 WS 
7 r 
oor = 
2 * LET 


js have been expoſed to the operation of the Bill, 
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that the two Bills were perfectly conſiſtent with old and 


_ conſtitutional > axe 3 
Mr. Fox roſe 


the Sheriff had inſiſted that there was a majority on one fide 
chile it was on the other, and had then left the chair, the 
nature of the meeting would have been changed, and it would 


* 


Mr. On/t7w fald, be thought it his duty to ſet gentlemen 


right reſpecting the meeting at Epſom. It was ſtated, that 


the meeting was conventd for the expreſs purpoſe of petition- 


ing for peace; and thus people wete deluded, thinking that 


they gave their ſignatures againſt the war, when in fact the 


petition was merely a petition againſt the Bills. Some gen- 
tlemen had aſſerted, that the meeting amounted tb four or 


hve thouſand ; ſo far from that being the true ſtate of the 
caſe, he was convinced'it did not exceed three hundred: and 


ſurely three hundred were not enough to expreſs either the 
ſenſe ot nonſenſe. of the county of Surry, He was aware 


that, he might be aſked how many were in his opinion com- 
3 to ſpeak either. He declared he would not take upon 


himſelf to ſay; he barred that joke; he believed, however, 
that one-fourth part of them confiſted of orators from Copen- 
hagen-houſe: he judged them to be members of the London 
Correſponding Society from their head-dreſs, who had been 
deluded by the miſrepreſentations, which had gone abroad, 
and were told if they did not fign the petition againit the 


Bills, that they would declare themſelyes enemies to peace | 


and friends to eternal war. 


Mr. Onflow aſſerted, that he knew nothing of the diſmiſ- 


ſion of Mr. Waddington ſrom the command of the Surrey 


Corps of Cavalry, the odium of the meaſure, therefore, if 


i 


any belonged to it, appertained not to him. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the honourable gentleman: ſeemed to enter- 


tain no very good opinion of the underſtanding of his coun- 


trymen, when, in ſumming up the reaſons that influenced 
their votes, he had aſſerted that they had declared themſelves 
for a meaſure with which they were unacquainted, although 
the Sheriff read the Petition and Addreſs fix times over. . 
Mr, Sheridan began his. ſpeech with taking notice of the 
charge which had been made of miſrepreſentation on the part 
of thoſe who oppoſed the Bills before the houſe. The Mini- 
ter, he obſerved, complained of the ſpeeches.which had been 


made upon them, and had complained that gentlemen, who 


_ oppoſed him, ſtated that theſe Bills did not leave to 1 


„ 


to ſet the honourable gentleman right as to 
his ſpeech at the Surry meeting. He had ſaid there, that if 
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ple the right of petitioning; that they had ſaid that all meet- 


ings for that purpoſe had been done 22 They had never 
ſaid ſo; they had only aid that the effect which could be wiſhed 
to follow meetings on political ſubjects would be done away; 
for that if any meeting took place, it was in the power of 
two magiſtrates to diſſolve theſe meetings at their diſcretion. 
That by theſe Bills, any meetings on the queſtions of war or 
peace, on the conduct of the miniſter, on the miſcarriages of 
bis plans, on the nature of his projects, and on all points for 
which the opinion of the public could be uſeful to them in 
being made known to that houſe, would be done away by theſe 
Bills. On all theſe points, one of the Bills gave to the magi- 
 ftrates the power, not indeed of preventing meetings, but of 
_ diſſolving them at fare, under a pretence that the proceed- 
ings of the meetings, in the judgment of ſuch magiſtrates, 
tended to ſedition. He would beg leave to notice the miſre- 
preſentations of a learned gentleman who had ſpoke that night, 
as well as the miſrepreſentations of the right hon. gentleman 
who had complained, that reſiſtance was recommended to the 


people of England, if the Bills before the houſe paſſed into a 


law. He was ready to allow, with that learned gentleman, 
that a meeting held by law, or convened upon legal notice, 
was not taken away by the Bill; he would however inſiſt,” 


that the people could not meet otherwiſe. Could that be con- 


ſidered as a free and proper meeting, which was undeniably 


under the check of an attendant magiſtrate, who could, from 


his own ſurmiſe, inſtantly prevent it from diſcuſſing the ob- 
ject which had called it together, or diſſolve it after it had 
entered into ſuch diſcuſſion? If the Bill paſſed, he was confi- 
dent that Engliſhmen could not deliberate on the propriety of 
peace or war, on the expenditure of the public money, or 
the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters. They could not meet 


to deliberate on any grievance whatever. He could ſafely ſay, 
when that Act was paſled; that it was no matter what Bill 
was brought in, what arbitrary law. was propoſed, for a com- 


plete deſpotiſm would then be neceſſarily eſtabliſhed. It had 
been obſerved; that after the paſſing of the Bill, a meeting 
might be held without public notice: he would admit the aſſer- 


tion; but to what effect would that aſſembly be held, when 


a magiſtrate might preventany of its members from uttering a 
ſingle word? 5 REY 8 | 
For a moment he would ſuppoſe, that a meeting of the peo- 
ple was held for. the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Re- 
form; were the right honourable gentleman a magiitrate, was 


it not evident how he would act on that occaſion? Did he 
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not at a former period, when that ſubject was mentioned in 
the houſe, declare that it tended to excite unſeaſonable alarms? 
And was not a declaration of that kind, from a perſon ſo 
high in power, a good ſanction for a magiſtrate to ſuppreſs 
the molt reſpectable aſſembly met for that purpoſe? Mr. 
Waddington, a gentleman of unblemiſhed character and re- 
ſpectability, whoſe ſignature ſtood firſt on the Petition pre- 
ſented that night by his learned friend, had, on that very 
account, been expelled from an armed affociation into which 
he had entered for the deſence of his country; and would not 
the men who had fo illiberally exp-Iled him for a difference in 
political opinion, take advantage of the diſcretionary power 
given by the Bill, to prevent any meeting which had for its 
object a public meafure that might be unpleafing to them ? 
This might, and moſt probably would, be the caſe, if any 
number of perſons met for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, in the manner recommended ſome years 


ago by the miniſter himſelf. REC, r 
As the miniſter had complained of the effect of miſrepre- 
ſentation on the ſubject of theſe Bills, hte would aſk, whether 
he might not retort upon that charge? It was natural, Mr. 
Sheridan ſaid, to conhect this Bill with that for the regula- 
tion of the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, formerly in- 
troduced by his right hon. friend (Mr. Fox). The author 
of that Bill had been groſsly miſrepreſented upon that occa- 
ſion, by thoſe who ſupported the prefent miniſter at the time: 


complaint of miſrepreſentation came nct therefore with the 


beſt grace from that quarter. . 80 
T he effect the oppoſition to theſe Bills had produced on the 
miniſter was, he ſaid, ſufficiently manifeſt. It had already 
made him determine to. lower his views; as was evident from 
his having that night elevated his voice; that being a pretty 
general indication on which the houſe might rely. Strangers, 
who heard the right honourable gentleman that night, might 
poſiibly think, from his tone, that he was more than ever de- 
_ termined to purſue his plan with vigour ; thoſe, however, who 
had frequently heard him, and who knew him better, drew 
from that circumſtance a contrary concluſion. They knew 
that, in proportion as he was lofty in his manner, he was 
finking in his intention; and therefore he, for one, ſhould 
not object to attending the diſcuſſion of the Proviſions of this 
Bil} in a Committee, if to a Committee it was to go, in or- 
der to ſee what ſort of a thing the Bill was intended to be at 
laſt. He thould not object, he ſaid, to attending to this, 4-4 


— 8 1 
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leſs the miniſter ſhould be unwilling that any. of his opponents 
| ſhould be witneſſes of his degradation. BETS oa 
With regard to the degree of credit that was due to peti- 
tions from the people, and what was or was not to be con- 
fidered as the voice of the people, it was, he faid, a matter 
that called for obſervation. He. was forry that the right 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) was not in the houſe 
he had heard that miniſter fay, that this Bill ought not to pats, 
unleſs the ſenſe of the people was clearly in its favour ; all he 
wiſhed for was that this declaration ſhould he abided by ; if that 
were the caſe, he was confident that the Bill would never paſs 
into a law. Many petitions had already been brought in, and 
time ought to be given 1n order that the houſe might ſee how 
many would be brought on both ſides of the queſtion ; he was 
_ confident that, if that rule were obferved, the real ſenſe of the 
people would be found to be ſo ſtrong as ſoon to put an end 
to ſuch meaſures. He gave notice that he ſhould himſelf 
preſent a petition from the Ward of Farringdon-without, 
ſigned by 17co perſons, who, as he underſtood, made one- 
ſixth of the whole city of London; aud many other members 
had petitions from very numerous bodies of men from different 
parts of the kingdom. He faid this, becauſe he had heard 
from ſome worthy magiſtrates, that a, great number of petitions 
would come from the moſt reſpectable houſekeepers in the 
kingdom in favour of the Bills; and he could not help ob- 
ſerving on what had fallen from a worthy magiſtrate of the 
city of London, (Sir B. Hammet,) who had faid, that as well 

might theſe Bills be ſaid to be an infringement on the right of 
petition, as that hanging a man for forgery was an infringe- 
ment on writing. Had that worthy magiſtrate talked of the 
abuſe of franking, he might have been liſtened to with more 
attention, for it was a ſubject on which, as the houſe well 
knew, he had ſome experience. He next took notice of 
what had been faid by another worthy Alderman, (Mr. Luih- 
ington,) who had introduced a topic, which, in his opinion, 
ought to be deprecated in that Houſe, becauſe it might lead to 
inhnitely bad conſequences: he meant that of making a diſ- 
tinction between petitioners on account of the weight which 
was due to property; that it was property, and not numbers, 
that gave weight to petitions. This was a wrong principle 
to be dwelt upon in the diſcuſſion of petitions in that houſe, 
- nor was it univerſally followed by thoſe who were the molt 
ready to introduce it. He ſhould be glad to know whether 
an honourable gentleman, (Mr. Mainwaring,) who hat! com- 
plained of the treatment he experienced at the meating of the 
F e | county 
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county of Middleſex, if the caſe had been reverſed, and he had 


been joined by the majority of the meeting, and the noblemen 


who attended had been againft him and the majority, in their 
ſentiments, he then would have ſaid any thing on the ſubject 


of property? In fact, thoſe diſtinctions between wealth and 


indigence, in conſidering the merits of petitions, were falſe 


and fooliſh. To cry up the conſequence of property againſt 


numbers, or to make a diſtinction between the owner of land, 


and the induſtry and labour of thoſe who render it fertile, was 
a bad policy in that houſe, when any appeal was made to its 
juſtice in the form of petition. „ 4 


Sir Benjamin Hammet roſe to explain. Sir Benjamin ſaid, 


be did not mean to reflect on the proceedings of the Common 


Hall, nor to ſtate more than that the ſpeakers on both ſides 


were not liſtened to with equal patience and attention. 


The Attorney General began with repeating what he had 


taken the liberty to ſay upon a former evening, that the more 
the pecple examined the Bills, the better ſatisfied would they 


be with them. Though it had been called a villainous 
hypocriſy to ſay that they were intended to ſecure the rights 
and liberties of the people, he perſiſted in that aſſertion, and he 


conceived that his learned friend (Mr. Erſkine) had either | 
not read the Bills, or if he had read them, that he did not 
underſtand them, for the bankers would have as much power, 


aſter they were paſſed, to aſſemble upon any public buſineſs as 
born 9 z 8 
With reſpect to the means by which the petition was ob- 


tained from Newcaſtle upon Tyne, he produced a hand- bill of 
His learned friend (Serjeanf 


invitation for that purpoſe. 
Adair) had declared, that he thought the title of a. petition 


but of little conſequence; in which opinion he differed from 


him, and contended that the petition was thereby one ſpecies 
of impoſition or miſrepreſentation, as that hand-bill was 
another calculated to produce the ſame effect. He re- 


membered that ie. formerly received an anonymous letter from 


Ireland, directing his attention to a newſpaper full of ad- 


vertiſements, as a teſt of the general ſenſe of the people there 


upon ſome public meaſure, and that when he read the ad- 
vertiſements, he found that various meetings were held in dif- 
ferent paits of the kingdom al} on the ſame day, which was 


the 15th day of ſome month he did not recollect. In the ſame 


manner was the extraordinary coincidence and co-operation 


by which the petitions from the different parts of Great 


Britain were at the ſame time procured. He read the 


hand- bill publiſhed at Newcaftle, which ſtated, “ that it was 


With 
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with great ſatisfaction the people of Newcaſtle were informed 
that the two Bills at preſent pending in Parliament had ex- 


cited an alarm in Middleſex and Weſtminſter, &c. &. and 


that the merchants, bankers, and traders of London, were 
almoſt unanimouſly determined to petition Parliament on the 
fame ſubject. The town of Newcaſtle had, in conſequence, 
followed, as it thought, the great examples of ſuch reſpectable 
places, but he daybted not that it would hereafter expreſs its 
diſapprobation of ſtatements fo inaccurate and incorrect. 
The hand- bill further ſtated, that, contrary to the fifth article 


of the Bill of Rights, the Bill which, with a country inaccu- _ 
wy it repreſented to be brought into the Houſe of Commons 


Ly 


by ord Grenville, would not allow any meeting to be called 
independent of the preſence, permiffion, or authority of a 


miniſter or a, ph and that any perſon convicted upon 


that Bill, was liable to a ſentence of tranſportation for any 


humber of years adjudged, at the pleaſure of the court, in 
Italics.“ The writer of this hand-bill, in quoting a paſſage 


of that Bill, had either purpoſely or unwittingly forgotten the 
words malictoufly and advijedly, without which no charge of 


treaſon could be ſubſtantiated ; and in the explanation of the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer's Bill, it was miſrepreſented that 
all meetings for the redreſs of grievances were thereby de- 
 clared illegal, unleſs authoriſed by a certain number of magiſ- 

| trates, Lord Grenville's Bill more clearly defined treaſon, 
although it had created no new mifdemeanour ; therefore the 


queſtion for the houſe to conſider was, whether ſuch a Bill was 


_ neceſlary, juſt and proper, and whether it was proportioned to 
the neceſſity which: would be the ſubject of future diſcuſſion? 


He ſubmitted it as his humble opinion, that enormous 


grievances did at this time exiſt, which the law could not as 
it at preſent ſtood, redreſs ; if he were wrong in this opinion, 
be ſhould throw off what he conſidered as his duty to ſupport 
them. He allowed that petitions ought to be treated with the 
utmoſt reſpect, come from whom they would; for every 
Engliſh name was an obligation upon that houſe ; though it 
was the duty of that houſe afterwards to examine the objects of 
the petitions, and decide on their propriety. For his own 
part, he ſhould be happy, if any particular clauſes could be 
modified, or rejected altogether, provided ſuch reſtrictions 
could be retained as the important neceſſity called for. 
Sir Watkin Lewes declared, that ſo much had been faid reſ- 
pecting the city of London, that he thought himſelf at liberty, 


in the abſence of the Lord Mayor, to declare for him his 
opinion of the late proceedings at Guildhall, He had no 
THe; 1 „ 25 Mr. * F 8 ; EL OW wh - | ſcruple | 


DD — . - 3 1 
Nee Kr r 
r 1 3 2 5 N. : . 


F * 
— —_ - 9 = 4 5 
* Ms ** 1 . þ N enn — 8 
. e 1 1 5 7 * a = as 1 
ir * n ere 7 * W — * 1 * % : 
* 3 en hes, > 5 e Drees gs * wo 
5 * Fl "ES 7 3 +; 12 7 „ E 5 - 8 boy 
8 A TS 7 Lage” I 4 Wl n . 0 1 1 * x4 N * * L — — . 
. "M's 2 p * n n An 1 — 72 © * 2" C * you Ka 
"II 1 EN 3933 _ „ 2 ING. > $4 54 WS. ES * N Mpeag A, AS 1 Y Wa D 2 rs 2 TY my _ 1 
# 2 Fg - IF 8 V ny is iy be, ? a <4} n - oe fe $7 SEO? cn . 5 1 8 D "ly \ 
* a s l N 8 8 > 8 OI n 1 * : KS. 7 Dee 8 Bade SH 5 3 l 9 Nr „ oo 322 — IEIITER 
N * 123 : . . TOES IE . * I - 3 4 Y A - 2 „ Py 8 8 8 8 
£ Pat” 22 Is ot n 2 a C © 3% - Fe 0 8 8 IAN 8 n Y TR N a , a3 . 
e n r Sh - F nr DB 4 n S 
EY L N 2 _ 2 — = 32 " ws, 8 a 2 2 4 


ar 
* wy 


N 
J RT y "a3 , 5 
1 e 


e * 2 URL _ 
AA SOIT. 
0 A1 n 
— . — * 


n 
4 


SIN On hho, 
apy 


* n 
r 
e n 
r 
N 
enn 


8 r N 

2 3 x A 7 

S N 
W : ö 
EEE 


FOLD 


0 9 * 
AY, n 


7 "ey — 


2 n 4 = * — 8 > 1 N + 
D 


4% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.” [Counoxs, 
ſcruple in ſaying, that, on that "occaſion, the ſenſe of the 


hvery was fairly taken, and that a majority were decidedly 


againſt the Bills. He remarked, however, that the livery 


_ were only the repreſentatives, of the-freemen of London, and 


that the houſe could no more judge of the opinion of the free- 
men from the reſolutions of the livery, than they could aſcer- 
tain upon all occaſions, the ſentiments of the livery, from the 


votes of the repreſentatives for the city. If the houſe were 


eager to take advantage of any informality, he thought they 


were furniſhed with it in the title of the petition which had been 


moved to be brought up for rejecting it, as it pretended to be 
what it really was not, a petition of the merchanis and bankers 

of the city of. London; a circumftance, however, which the 
_ generoſity of the houſe, ever indulgent to the complaints of 


\ their conſtituents, he was confident would be willing to over. 


look. 


Mr. Grey declared he found himſelf called upon by perſonal 


conſiderations, to ſay a few words, at a time when he cer- 
tainly was not much inclined to intrude himſelf upon the 
atten: ion of the houſe. With reſpect to the petition in queſ- 
tion, he confeſſed, he did not know whether or not it was 


ſigned by any Bankers in London; but of one thing he was | 


confident, that many reſpectable Bankers had attended at the 
meeting at which the petition was voted. The miſrepreſen- 


rations with which the oppoſers of the Bills had been charged, | 


and the reflections which the learned gentleman had taken an 
opportunity, in conſequence of ſuppoſed miſrepreſentations, 
to throw out againſt the petitions which had been preſented 


againſt them, he ſaid demanded the particular attention of the 


houſe. Of a queſtion on which parties ſo materially differed, 
as to render the iſſue ſuch as to involve the ſalvation or the 


ſubverſion of the conſtitution of the country, it was not im- 


poſſible to make very oppoſite repreſentations; and theſe it 


was natural ſor either party to charge as miſrepreſentations on 
the other. The right honourable gentleman (the Chancellor 


of the Exchequer) had boaſted of. ſpreading an alarm about 


the India Bill, which his right honourable friend (Mr. F ox) 


had brought into parliament :” he would therefore aſk him, 


if there was no miſrepreſentation of his right honourable. 


friend on that occaſion, in conſequence of that alarm? Was 


it not ſaid of his right honourable friend, that he wiſhed by 
the means of the Bill to place himſelf and his connections in 


a permanent ſituation? Was it not ſaid, that he wiſhed to 


wreſt the crown from the preſent family on the throne, and 


to ſecure it for himſelf and his heirs? And was it not e 
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that he wiſhed to ſeize upon the money belonging to the. 


Faſt-India Company, with a view to his own private ag- 


grandizement? Did not the right honourable gentleman 
know that ſuch things were ſaid ; and did he not know them 


to be what every ſober thinking man muſt conſider 
groſs and ſcandalous miſrepreſentations? Becauſe theſe miſ- 
repreſentations went abroad, did the right honourable gentle- 
man abate his oppoſition to the Bill? In all caſes of a fimilar 
nature, there naturally would be miſrepreſentation; in the 
preſent inſtance, he would be bold to fay, that there had been 
as great miſrepreſentation on the one ſide as on the other; ſo, 
that balancing the influence of both, the opinions of the 
people, as they were delivered, might be conſidered as an 
unequivocal teftimony of the ſenſe of the country. 

The learned gentleman had, he thought, complained with- 
out much cauſe; in the firſt inſtance which he had adduced, 
the words maliciouſly and adviſedly, which had been omitted 


in the hand- bill, ſummoning the meeting, were of very little 
importance, inaſmuch as the jury, whatever was the law, 


never would, in their verdict, loſe fight of the intention with 
which the act was committed. With reſpect to the other, 
that no meeting could be held for petitioning parliament, 
without the permiſſion and authority of a magiſtrate, though 


tie definition was not given with all the accuracy of a ſpecial 


pleader, he contended, that this was the ſubſtance and effect 
of the Bill. A meeting might indeed be coivened, but its 
proceedings were entirely under the controul of a magittrate, 
who, by a tyrannical and capricious mandate, might fruſtrate 
every purpoſe for which it was called. What, te would aſk, 


was to be done if the ſheriff ſhould refuſe to call a meeting? 


He knew two inſtances himſelf, one had lately occurred in 


Northumberland, in which the high Sheriff for the county 


_ had refuſed to call a meeting, upon application made to him. 
Would it then, be contended, that this Bill did not infringe 
the right of petitioning. ? The ſubjects might meet and pe- 
tition, indeed, and ſo could the people of Ruſtia, under certain 
reitrictions, ſimilar to thoſe which were about to be impoſed 
upon the people of England, The petition which he had pre- 


lented ſrom the journeymea Taylors was another inſtance, 
their complaint of nat being allowed to meet, ro conſult” 


avout their wages, was, he laid, founded upon that clauſe of 
the Bill which prohibits all meetings where money was taken, 
In taking notice of what was ſaid by his rignt honourable friend 


(Mr. Fox) the preceding n ght, he ſaid wat upon mature deli- 


Vol. L % «30 | able 


beration, he ſublcribed io every word of it, The right bopour- " 
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able gentleman had ſaid that he wiſhed to ſtir the people to 
. reſiſtance againſt the government, if theſe Bills be paſſed into 
law. What his right honourable friend had ſaid was founded 
on the pure principles of our conftitution. His ſentiments 
were taken from the very foundation of our revolution, which 
ſeated the preſent family on the throne, and if that be nct 
true, the family of Brunſwick were uſurpers. He would ſay 
again, that if any meaſure, deſtructive to the rights and li- 
berties of the people of this country, be carried into effect; 


no matter by what part of government; but if any meaſure 


of that nature be carried into effect, after the ag majority 
| 


of the people had pronounced their voice againſt it, reſiſtance 
was juſtifiable.— No further did his right honourable friend go 


upon that occaſion. He did not ſtate that he wiſhed to rouſe 
the people to refiſtance; he only ſaid that in ſuch caſe re- 


ſiſtance would no longer be a queſtion of morality, but a 
queſtion. of prudence; but he did not, even in that caf, 
ſtate himſelf to be an advocate for reſiſtance. - He faid this, 
that it might not be thought that he was afraid of avowing 


what he had already allented to; and he would ſay, that he 
was perſuaded, the more it was examined, the more it would 
be found to be conſonant. to the very foundation of that 


conſtitution which they all admired, and which was the beſt 
ſecurity of the ſubject on one hand; and on the other, the 
beſt ſupport to the throne on which his Majeſty was placed. 

Mr. Alderman Le Meſurier roſe to ſay a few words re- 
Jative to the Common Ball, reſpecting which ſome obſerva- 
tions had been made, He was perfectly ready to admit, that 
of thoſe who were preſent upon that occaſion, a decided 


majority were againſt the Bills before the houſe ; when he 


admitted that, however, he begged to make ſome few obſer- 
vations upon what paſſed there. He not only thought that 
the ſenſe of the Livery of the City of London was not ex- 


preſſed at that meeting, but that the ſenſe of thoſe who were 


CONE was not fairly taken. Thoſe who ſpoke againſt the 
ills were heard: with great attention and applauſe, but thoſe 
who attempted to offer their reaſons why they were of opinion 


that the Bills ſhould paſs, were not ſufferec to ſpeak. Se- 


veral gentlemen of the utmoſt reſpectability, endeavoured to 
obtain a few moments audience, but in vain; the inſtant any 
one of them gave the leaſt ſymptoms of an inclination to ſup- 


port the Bills, a clamour was inſtantly raiſed, and all attempts 


at rational argument were ſilenced. Beſide this, thoſe gen- 


temen who had the good fortune to agree with the majority 
of the people preſent, in his opinion, moſt groſsly e 


ſente 
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ſented the nature and object of the Bills; as a proof of which? 
he would ſtate an argument of an honourable gentleman then 
in his eye, who was preſent at that meeing: that honourable 
gentleman had faid, < That if theſe Bills paſſed, no book or 
pamphlet could be publiſhed without an imprimatur.“ He 
would leave it, therefore, to the candour and good ſenſe of 
the houſe, whether there was any thing ia the Bills which 
could be conſtrued into an attack on the liberty of the preſs. 
Such indeed was the miſapprehenſion of what was paſſing, 
that when the Lord Mayor held up his hand, merely to en- 
force ſilence, he was ſuppoſed to be putting the queſtion, and 
ſeveral people held up their hands accordingly, So convinced 
was he that the intentions of the people preſent could not fairly 
be collected in the uſual way, that he propoſed a poll or di- 
viſion ; but, upon conſulting the proper officer, he found that 
it was irregular, and utterly impracticable to obtain either, | 
The Alderman ſaid, he wiſhed further to ſtate, that the 
Guildhall was fo large, that it was impoſſible for any man to 
be heard from one end of it to the other #nay, it was even 
impoſſible to hear the officer put the queſtion, Precautions 
certainly were taken to prevent any perſons but of the Livery 
from entering ; and the regulation prevailed until the Hall 
was half full, after which he believed any perſons who choſe 
were ſuffered to enter. He defired, therefore, upon the 
whole, to be underſtood, as admitting that a great majority 
of thoſe who were in the Common Hall were againft the Bill 
in queſtion, but that they by no means expreſſed the ſenſe of 
the Livery of London. | | 
© Mira 2 Smith explained, by ſtating that, inſtead of miſ- 
repreſenting the nature of the Bills in the Common Fall, 
the worthy Alderman had miſrepreſented him, for he argued 
only, that if theſe Bills paſſed into a law, he ſhould have 
every reaſon to fear that the next Bill which ſhould be brought 
into parliament would be for reſtraining the liberty of the 
preſs, and ſubjecting it to an imprimatur. He could not ſup- 
poſe this miſreprefentation to be intentional, but attributed it 
to the confuſion gf noiſe which the worthy Alderman com- 
plained of, and which muſt of courſe, have affected his hear- 
ing. The miſrepreſentation of- any man's words, however, 
before his face, were but of little conſequence, he ſaid, as it 
gave him an opportunity to explain. He remarked as a fin- 
gular circumſtance, that all the repreſentatives of the Livery 
_ Oppoſed the reſolutions of that very Livery by whom they 
were elected. With regard to the petition which had cauſed 
this extraneous debate, he ſaid, that although he was ac- 
. e 1 22 1 5 quainted 
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4%  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [ou 
quainted only with a very ſmall number of bankers in the 
- City, and till Jeſs fo with their ſignatures, yet he knew ſome | 
very well; and he ſaw ſubſcribed to that petition about half a 
dozen names, which, both chriſtian and ſirname, were fa- 
miliar to him, and ſo was the hand-writing ; and the names, 
he would be bold to fay, were not written in ſuch a hand 
as any banker ſhould have caufe to be aſhamed of 
Sir Benjamin Hammet, to prevent his being miſunder- 
ſtood, ſtated, that he had not ſaid that no banker had ſigned 
that petition, but that no banker had attended the meeting; 
at leaſt he believed not. 1 9 | 
The petition was then read and ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. Exſtine preſented a petition from upwards of 1500 per- 
ſons living at Portſmouth and Portfea, and ſaid, that if the 
Bills now pending paſs, the petitioners, whoſe names he ex- 
hibited to the houſe, could never appear to a ſimilar petition 
again. An advantage, he ſaid, had been taken of an expreſ- 
ſion of his, uttered in a parentheſis, when Jamenting the 
innovations threatened by the preſent Bills; he had ſaid, 
<« whilſt yet the right of petitioning remains without infringe- 
ment of law.” In that expreſſion he infiſted that he had been 
correct: and it particularly applied to the petition beſore him. 
The Bill of Rights was, he contended, repealed by the Bills : 
if petitions were to be preſented, how are they to be framed, 
"debated, or ſigned, but in meetings? Was it poſſible, he 
would afk, for numerous bodies of people to obtain rooms large 
enough to hold a number of perſons without paying money 
for them, and were they not thus proſcribed by law? The 
houſe, he obſerved, had been the preceding night employed in 
reading a whole book, in order to judge whether the whole 
was or was not a libel, how then could a juſtice be allowed 2 
power ſo much greater than that houſe of judging of the ſe- 
ditious nature of a ſpeech before he had heard the whole of it 
to underſtand the context? Yet, in the former caſe, the 


_ © houſe had deemed two days neceſſary to deliberate after 


peruſal, and in the latter the deciſion was to be made before 


the hearing, Such in fact was the diſcretion given to magil- | 


trates, which no principles could ' reconcile, and every day, 
he was perſuaded, of which would diſplay the danger and futility. 


What a fituation would the working Taylors be placed in, 


were the Bills to paſs into laws, Bills which interfered with 


their means of employment, and the ſupport of their families. 


Mr. Erſkine having read an extract from a declaration of the 
London Correſponding Society, in which they diſclaimed the 
dodrine of an equalization of property, concluded with re- 

| „ 5 5 commending 
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commending a ſyſtem of lenity and mildneſs, inſtead of a 
ſyſtem of 9 and terror. He then moved, That the 
petition be brought u 
 The'petition was ey in conalioan to the Bills pending 


in parliament, It was ſigned by 1544 perſons. Ordered to 


lie on the table. 

Mr. eee preſented a Petition from the United 
| Society of Publicans in London, Weſtminſter, Middleſex, 
and the places adjacent. The Petition ſtated, that a Bill was 
pending in Parliament, which it was underſtood would inter- 
fere with the friendly ſocieties meeting at the houſes of publi- 
cans, praying that ſuch clauſes might be introduced as might 
prevent it from interfering with the intereſts of the petition- 
ers, and begging that they might be heard againſt the Bill by 
_ counſel, if it ſhould be neceſſary. 


Mr. Sheridan remarked, that the publicans had not objected + 
to the principle of the Bills, becauſe. they were under a ſort 


of controul on account of their licences. He thought that as 
they had propoſed to be heard by counſel, that proceeding 
ſhould take place upon the ſecond reading, and before the 
Bill went into a Committee; and fince it appeared that the 
right of meeting for friendly ſubicriptions, and the purpoſes 
of trade, were to remain wholly and untouched, he withed to 


know whether means would be taken to ſatisfy the people 

upon it? | 
The Chancellor of the Reckwovs ſaid, that he ſhould never 
attempt to introduce "uy alteration in the laws to affect the 


rights of the common clubs or friendly ſocieties. As to the 
hearing of counſel on this petition, he conceived that the pro- 
per time would be when the Bill come out of the Committee 
upon the report. 

The Speaker obſerved, that counſel was only propoſed to 


be heard if neceſſary, and therefore, after the Bill had been 


in a Committee, it was not too late for the omiſſion or intro- 
duction of any clauſe which the petitioners might require, 
nor even for the recommitment of the Bill. 
Ihe following petitions were alſo preſented againſt the Bill. 
The petition of the electors and other inhabitants of the 
borough of Southwark, by Lord William Ruſſell. | 


Two petitions from the inhabitants-of the town and neigh- 


bourhood of Mancheſter ; the one ſigned by 430 3 and the other 
by 6000 perſons. 


A petition from the city of Coventry, Agnes: by 2350 


| Perious, | 
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485 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conoxs, 
| A petition of the merchants, manufacturers, traders, and 
other inhabitants of the town of Paiſley. Theſe four laſt 
were preſented by Mr. Fx. 
Mr. Sheridan preſented the petition from the Ward of Far- 
ringdon Witheut, the ſixth part of the whole my of Lon- 
don, ſigned by 1700 perſons. | 
The Order of the Day was then N | 
Mr. Grey gave notice that the motion which hs had an- 
nounced for Monday next, he ſhould defer to Monday fein- 


night. 


The Chancellor the EBeebequer then moved for the Nad 
ing of the orders of the day, when he propoſed that the Bill 
for preventing Seditious Mectings and Aſſemblies ſhould be 
committed for the next day (this day,) and the Bill for the 
Safety and Preſervation of his Majefty's Perſon and Govern. 
ment, the firſt open day. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that the Army Eſtimates were to be taken | 
into e eee on Thurſday; when 

J he Chancellor of the Exchequer informed the houſe, that 
as the buſineſs had been two days deranged, he ſhould poſt- 
pone the conſideration of the Army Eſtimates, as well as 
every other queſtion, until theſe Bills were finiſhed, and ac- 
cordingly announced the commitment of the Bill for the 
ſafety of his Mejeſty's Perſon, &c. on F gs next. | 

RG at half pa two. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
 WeEepnesDaY, November 25. 


The Houſe, | in Committees, went through the Bills for 
preventing the making of Starch, Hair Powder, &c. from 
| Wheat, and for preventing the Exportation of Soap, Can- 
dles, and Tallow, and for permitting the Importation of 55 

ſame, duty free, for a limited time. 


Tune Report of Wikeman' 0 Divorce 2 was brought up. | 


: 9 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
 WEgBxESDAY, November 25. 
The F aeg Road Bill was read a third time, and 


palled. RELIEF 


2 oh 


P GT cots 9 OO RIFE POPE rn. 
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RELIEF OF THE POOR. 


83 William Young gave notice- of his reſolution. on ſome 
future day, to move. for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the 
- employment of the age in their own houſes. The hon, 
| Baronet ſtated generally the hardſhips which they now ſuffered, 
and the neceſſity of a hs to the effect mentioned. 

Mr. Whitbread, jun. applauded the honourable Baronet for 
his humane intentions. He was glad that the ſubject had been 
brought for ward, as it afforded him an opportunity of ſubmit- 

ting to the conſideration of the houſe another motion for the 
Relief of the Poor, of which he had on a former day given 
notice. His motion, he ſaid, would be for leave to bring i in 

a Bill to explain and amend a ſtatute paſſed in the fifth year 
of Elizabeth, to enable the magiſtrates in their ſeveral coun- 
ties to regulate the price of labour. This Act would not, he 
ſaid, operate to any prejudicial alteration in the price of la- 
bour ; it would not go to enforce the magiſtrate to act in 
oppoſition to the emergency of the times; it would not deſtroy 
any of the exiſting ſtatutes reſpecting the regulations for the 
poor, but merely empower the magiſtrate to grant that relief 
which in his wiſdom might ſeem meet, as the occaſion might 
require, 

wy lamenting the hardſhips which the poor ſuffered, Mr. 
Whitbread concluded by moving, for leave to bring in a Bill 
to amend and improve fo much of an Act of the 5th of Eli- 
zabeth, as related to the regulations, in order that the price 
of labour might be fixed in "the diſtricts at the quarterly ſeſ- 
ſions, agreeably to the tenor to be mentioned in the bill. 

Mr. Honeywozd ſeconded the motion. 

Sir John Rous obſerved on the importance of ſuch a : Bill, 

| and faid he was happy that the hon. gentleman meant to 
bring it forward ſo ſoon. The Juſtices of Peace, at the 
Quarter Seſſions, in his county (Suffolk), had recommended 
ſome meaſures to him and his hon. colleague (Sir Charles 
Bunbury) upon the ſubject, and they had accordingly had va- 
rious meetings upon it, the reſult of which was to proportion 
the labourers' wages to the price of corn; but there was one 
ſtrong objection to this plan, which was, that it would be 
impracticable for one Bill to anſwer the purpoſe all over the 
kingdom, as the price of proviſions and labour fo greatly va- 
ried in different counties. He was exceedingly glad to find 
that the Bill propofed by the hon. gentleman would obvlate 
this i INCONVENIENCE, and e to ſupport it. 
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Sir Charles Bunbury roſe to confirm the declarations of his 
colleague, reſpedting their meetings, for the redreſs of this 
labouring part of the community, and was no leſs glad than 
him to find their deſign anticipated by the hon. gentleman. 
He thought it would have been better, if ſome voluntary regu- 
lations had been made by the employers, but as that was not 
the caſe, it might be neceſſary that that power ſhould be 
aſſumed by the legiſlature. _ 8 15 

Mr. Charles Dundas ſaid, his experience induced him to 
believe that it was impoſſible for the honourable gentlemen to 
obtain the object they had in view. The magiſtrates, or the 


+ houſe, had it not in their power to affix a price to huſbandry 
labour, in the power of the farmer to pay, that would, during 
the preſent ſcarcity and high price of corn, enable a labourer 


o buy bread for himſelf and his family, ſuppoling each family _ 
to have, on an average, four children, . | 


Sir William Young ſaid, he thought the objection of an 
honourable Baronet (Sir John Rous) would be done away by 
the diſcretionary power it was propoſed to veſt in magiltrates 
for regulating the price of labour. They would, no doubt, 


take into their conſideration not only the price of corn, but of 


every other kind of proviſions, and make their regulations 


accordingly. 


Mr. J/hitbread jun. agreed to adopt any ſuggeſtion that 


could render his purpoſe: more effectual, and to correct an 
_ obſervation of one honourable gentleman (Sir Charles Bun- 


bury,) he ſtated, that in many parts of the kingdom the 


| farmers did not deſerve any blame, as they had voluntarily 
Increaſed their labourers* wages, although they were unable, 
conſiſtent with their own neceſſary profits, from the cultiva- 


tion of their farms to raiſe them proportionately to the price 
of corn. He obſerved, moreover, that however liberal the 


- farmers might be, it was peculiarly diſtreſſing to the labourer, 


who had toiled hard from Monday morning to Saturday night, 


for the bare means of exiftence, at laſt to be obliged to be in- 
debted to the bounty of his maſter for it. In ordinary times 
perhaps the employer is indebted to the labourer, and there- 
fore, in extraordinary times it might be ſaid the obligation 
ſhould be reciprocal, He wiſhed, however, to decide in be- 


half of the labourer, and therefore in extraordinary times, he 


ſhould refer the regulation of wages to the magiſtrates of the 
diſtrict, while in ordinary times the Bill he ſhould bring in 
would be merely a dead letter, 5 


Mr. Lechmere beſtowed many encomiums on the honour- 


able gentleman for his motion. He was forry that it had been 


introd uced 


introduced in ſo thin a Houſe ; but, from the reſpeRability of 
_ thoſe who were preſent, he ſaid he was convinced that-it would 
not be leſs effectual. He deplored the calamities reſulting 
from the war; calamities which added incredibly to the mani= 
fold diſtreſſes of the poor. Every man, who brought forward 
any propoſition for the relief of the induſtrious part of the com- 
munity, in his opinion deſerved the applauſe of his country. 
The labouring claſs of the community were the cultivators of 
the ground; and thoſe who produced the fertility which was 
beneficial to fociety. Mr. Lechmere declared that any mea- 
{ure of the kind, notwithſtanding that it might, in ſome age 
affect individuals, yet as it aimed at alleviating the diſtreſſes of 
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the poor ſhould have his hearty ſupport. | 
Ihe motion was then put, and carried nem. ckon. 
Mr. Whitbread, Sir C. Bunbury, Mr. Curwen, Sir John 
Nous, Mr. Honeywaod, Mr. Sheridan, &c. &c. were ordered 


. 


to prepare and bring in the ſame. 


| CIRCULATION OF GRAIN, _ 

Mr. Ryder moved, that the Bill to prevent any obſtruftion 

to a free circulation of corn and grain might be read a firſt 

ti me. | | 5 "pe 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid the Bill might be a proper meaſure, and 

did not with to oppoſe it on any particular principle, farther 

than what a conſtitutional jealouſy warranted him to entertain. 

The laws at preſent exiſting were, he conceived fully adequate 

to the ends propoſed by the Bill. He moved that the Bill be 

rin in order to give gentlemen an opportunity of conſi- 

ering it. . U 8 

Mr. Ryder ſaid he was not in the leaſt ſurpriſed at the jea- 

louſy of the Honourable Gentleman reſpecting any meaſure 

which tended to prevent or reſtrain tumultuous aſſemblies; he 

begged leave however to inform him, that the exiſting laws 

were deemed inadequate; becauſe doubts were-entertained he- 

_ ther they could apply preciſely to the prevention of the ob- 

ſtruction to a free paſſage of grain within the kingdom, being 

- enacted expreſsly againſt obſtructions to the exportation of it. 
Mf.r. Sheridan ſaid, that notwithſtanding the ſarcaſm of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he had a right to be jealous of every _ 
meaſure which tended to increaſe the penalties of the ſtatutes, - 

and that the exerciſe of that right was perfectly conſtitutional: 

He again declared that he believed the laws in being were ſuf- 
ficient to prevent any man, or body of men, from aſſaulting 

others in the carriage of grain, eſpecially when they came td 
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e WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. „ 
Mr. Ryder, in explanation, ſaid, that the report of the law 
officers had been printed and laid before the Houſe, and in that 
report, they had ſtated it as their opinion, that the laws as they 

at preſent ſtood, could not apply to obſtructions of an internal 


conveyance. . a4 £ | 
The Bill was ordered to be printed. © 

Mr. Sheridan moved that the order ſhould be diſcharged 
againſt ſuch defauiters as appeared in their places before Tueſ- 


day, December 1, among whom were Mr. H ood and 
Mr. William Smith. The r- g 


orders were ngly dif- 


char ged. Rx. 


. 


malt, &c. for a limited time. Phe report to be brought up, 
PETETIONS. 1 


, Mx. i Aer ew introductory words, presented | 


againſt the Bills, a petition from the cordwainers, hatters, car- 


penters, joiners, ſmiths, printers, bookbinders, ſtaymakers, . 

pros, weavers, &c. &c. of London, Weſtminſter, and the 

Borough of Southwark, ſigned by 15,000. He ſaid, he might 
with confidence affirm that had the petition remained for f. 

_ natures a few days longer, it would have been ſigned by more 


than 30, 000; as the petition contained the real ſentiments of 
the people, and as the number of ſignatures was highly reſpec- 
table, he thought the Houſe would not be diſpoſed to pay les 
attention to it. Ordered to lie on the table. + 


Mr. Sheridan took notice of a declaration made by the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, that the prefent Bills did not at- 


fect he induſtrious or working part of the community. The 


Hon. Gentleman he declared was much miſtaken; he held in 


his hand a petition from the working bakers, which, notwith- 
ſtanding the ſhortneſs of time allowed, had already been ſigned 


by 4000 of that induſtrious- and uſeful deſcription of men.— 
Preſented, and ordered to lie on the tabſd. 


Mx. Sheridan ſtated, that, notwithſtanding the obſtacles 
which had occured, he had received a petition from the inha- 

bitants of Birmingham, ſigned by 4000. If time had been 
given, he was aſſured that the ſignatures would have amounted 
to nearly ten times the number, It ought, at the ſame time, 


io be mentioned, that the petitioners had met with the greateſt 
oppoſition from the agents of government, who had been active 
to miſrepreſent and eonfound the tendency of their proceed- 
ings: that this ſpirit of illiberality had advanced to ſuch 
a height, that the proprietors of newſpapers, fearful of the con- 


ſequences, refuſed to inſert their advertiſements, and that they > 4 


* 2 could 


The order of the day was then read for receiving the re- - 
port of the Committee to prevent the diftillation of ſpirits from 


ig- 
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could find none who would print or diſtribute hand bills for the 
meeting. The petition was then read, and Mr. Sheridan 
moved, that it lie on the table. When . es 
Sir Edward Knatchbuil roſe, not he ſaid to oppoſe the mo- 
tion, but to caution the Houſe againſt the belief that the peti- 
tion befo:e them contained the real ſenſe of the people of Bir- 
mingham. Sir Edward ſtated, that the majority of the inhabi- 
tants of that place were favourable to the Bills. While he 
was on his legs, he would take the opportunity to mention, 
that the petition from Rocheſter, preſented to the Houſe in his 
abſence againſt the Bills, did not contain the real ſentiments of 
the inhabitants. It was ſtated, that the petition had been ſign- 
ed by all freemen, when, in fact, the ſignatures of the free. 
men did not exceed 100 in number. As they amounted to 
between zo and 40, ooo, no man could pretend to ſay that the 
petition was expreſſive of the ſentiments of the freemen. He 
was alſo fully perſuaded, that the majority of the 1500 who had 
ſigned the petition, were ignorant of the nature of its con- 
tents. he conduct of the chief magiſtrate of Rocheſter ap- 
peared to him, Sir Edward ſaid, to be highly reprehenſible on 
that occaſion; a proceſſion was ſuffered through the town on 
that day, that was a diſgrace to it; the effigy of a reverend and 
moſt reſpectable & prelate was carried through the ſtreets on an 
 aks, and publicly burnt. The church itſelf was inſulted. Many, 
who ſigned the petition, were the conductors of that proceſſion; 
they paraded before the doors of perſons belonging to the Ca- 
thedral Church, and then burnt the effigy. He could n 
therefore, but conclude,” that thoſe magiſtiates who ſuffered 
this proceſſion to take place were culpable in the extreme. 
Mr. Honeywood (aid, that it was not for want of reſpect or 
attention, that his Honourable Colleague had not proper notice 
| ape him that ſuch a petition was to be preſented, but becayſe 
e himſelf knew nothing of it till it was ſent to him; and on 
account of the amazing rapidity with Which the Bills were 
hurried through the Houſe, he was deſired to deliver it foon, 
He had called upon his Honourable Colleague to apprize him 
of it; but he could not meet with him; and the urgency of 
the occaſion would not admit of delay, The meeting, how- 
ever, as be before ated to the Houſe, was regular; and, not- 
withſtanding the reflection throv n upon the chief magiſtrate 
of Rocheſter, he would aſſert, that his gandu@t had been bold 
and proper in coming forward at ſuch an alarming criſis like an 
independent man. The recorder alſo (Mr Longley) was as 
Pure and peaceable a character as the honoutable baronet. 
ie Biſhop ef Rocher. 
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492 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commoxs, 
With reſpect to the proceffion, perhaps it would have been 
better if it had been omitted. About the time that the pro- 
ceſſion took place, Mr. Honeywood ſaid, he arrived at Rocheſter, 
The people having by ſome means received intelligence' of his 
being on the road, aſſembled at the other end of Chatham, and 
begged his permiſſion to attend him, and draw him without 
horſes to his inn, This he declined, being apprehenſive 
that ſome miſconſtruction would be put upon it ; and he paſſed 
through Chatham, as uſual, attended by the people only, who 
behaved with the utmoſt derum. When he came to the en- 
trance of Rocheſter, howeyer, they took his horſes from the 
Carriage, and drew him to the inn, where he addrefled them 
from the ſtep, and exhorted them to depart in good order ; and 
in leſs than ten minutes they had entirely diſperſed, leaving the 
ſtreets of Rocheſter as quiet as the bar of the houſe then was. 
Some time after he heard a huzza, and upon looking out of the 
window, he ſaw ſome boys leading an aſs, with no common 
figure upon it; and there the matter, as far as he knew, ended. 
He had occaſion to be at Rocheſter again, when he was in- 
formed chat the figure on the aſs had been burnt; but he heard 
of no other irregularity; nor had he ever heard till then that 
any of the people who ſigned the petition were concerned in 
the proceſſion, which he was much inclined to diſpelieve. 
Reſpecting that proceſſion, however, he had to ſtate, that ſome 
hand- bills were afterwards diſtributed, one of which he had 
not about him; he thanked his honourable colleague for 
having lent him one, wherein the mayor, recorder, and two 
other magiſtrates, expreſied their diſapprobation of the pro- 
cCeſſion. It wouid have been better if the hononrable baronet 
had attended the Houſe when the petition was preſented, he 
was glad however that he had then given him an opportunity 
/ monets pod e V 
Sir Edward Knatchhull ſaid, it was not his intention to 
throw the ſlighteſt cenſure on the chief magiſtrate, or the peti- 
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] : tioners, as aſſiſting in the proceflion. He could not however 
74 avoid taking notice that the name of Mr. Mancroft, a reſpec- 
19 table magiſtrate of Rocheſter, had been put to the petition, 
— who was not, as he himſelf had been informed by Mr. Man- 
1 croft, at that time in the place. „„ 0h 
i Mr. Honeywood again vindicated the conduct of the mayor, 
i | who had been uncommonly active, he faid, to prevent any 
be: diſturbance, and who did not know of the proceſſion till it was 
| over. „„ or io e ee eee 
.» Sir John Mordaunt called the attention of the Houſe to the 
motion then before it, by declaring that he had received a Jet- 
1 e e en es, RR ter 
„ i \ ; * 2 
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Vo. 25. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 49% 
ter, ſtating, that the petition from Birmingham, juſt preſented, 
did not contain the ſenſe of the majority of the inhabitants and 
from whom it' had been obtained, The reſpectable inhabi- 
tants he was convinced, entertained a very different opinion 
from the lower orders, with whom the petition before the 
| Houſe originated an the fallacious ground oftheir having been 
induced to believe that a petition for peace was connected 
with a petition againſt the Bills, BO ET, 1 5 
Mr. Sheridan admitted that the petition, being ſigned by 
only 4000, did not expreſs the ſenſe of the majority of the in- 
habitants. The reaſon of its being ſubſcribed by no more was 
however evident. The greateſt influence, as he had before. 
ſtated, had been uſed to prevent any notice being given of the 
meeting. No public paper would receive the advertizement ; nor 
could any one be prevailed on to print the hand-bills neceſſary 
on ſuch an oecaſion. With regard to the Honourable Baro- 
net, who had ſo pleaſantly introduced the Rocheſter ſtory, he 
might have-gone not very far from that place, and, with more 
propriety, have amuſed the Houſe with a Canterbury tale. 
The argument of the Honourable Baronet was rather of a cu- 
rious nature; in order to ſhe that the petition from Birming- 
ham did not convey the general ſenſe of the inhabitants, he had 
aadduced, as a proof, that the petition from Rocheſter was not 
expreſſive of the ſentiments of the majority of the people there. 
The effigy that was carried in proceſſion, and burnt, was 
meant to repreſent a perſon, who, it was reported, had de- 
clared, that the people had nothing to do with the laws, but 
to obey them. [he perſon alluded to was, he believed, the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter; though he could not, for his part, give 
credit to the report. If ſuch a doctrine, however, had been 
maintained, it was not in the leaſt extrrordinary that it ſhould 
produce ſuch an effegtttt i 
Sir Edward Knatchbull roſe to explain again, and ſaid that 
he did not mean to throw any reflection on the perſons who 
 ligned the petition, but he thought the mayor reprehenſible in 
ſuffering the proceſſion. i £ | 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved that this was an extraordinary 
explanation; all that he could underſtand by it was, that 
either the Hon. Baronet thought there was no harm to burn 
a biſhop, and therefore did not mean to reflect on the per- 
ſons who permitted it, or elſe there was harm, and thoſe per- 
ſons who permitted the. act were implicated in it. | 4 
Mr. Fox condemned the indecent proceſſion that had taken 
Place, and the unjuſtifiable ridicule or indignation expreſſed 
 againlſt the learned prelate. When Gentlemen PANEL 
og; : ' 4 : 5 3 Oo : ? 
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494 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmony, 
thoſe ſcenes of impropriety, he wiſhed they would act uni- 
formly, and avow the ſame ſentiments when he and his friends 
ſuffered trom the odium of the people. It was the recollection 
of ſome ſtrong facts which led him to reflect on the difference 
of time and ſituation. He remembered well, that when, by 
ſome miſconception, he himſelf had iacurred public odium, 
the indignation of the people was expreiled in all the various 
forms which ingenuity could ſuggeſt. Nothing was applied 
to him perſonally ; but the unfortunate animal which bore his 
name, experienced the height of their reſentment, He him 
ſelf never complained on the occaſion ; neither had he any ad- 
vocates to ſtand forward in his defence; but he was neither 
a commiſſioner (Proby) nor a prelate, and conſequentlyzun- 
worthy. of notice. pong noun net br un Rats 
In reflecting on theſe, circumſtances, he recollected with 
the utmoſt indignation the inſidious treatment which another 
| perſon (dear to ſcience and philoſophy): had experienced at 
Birmingham. “ By a public outrage (which hiſtory will re- 
cord as an eternal diſgrace ta this country) that learned gen- 
tleman, ſaid Mr. Fox, who poſſeſſes all the ſocial and mental 
qualities ja the moſt perfect ſtate, was driven from his native 
country, to which he was ſo great an ornament, and obliged to 


ſcek an aſylum in America. Need I mention his name? I 


mean Dr. Prieſtly. He was not only expoſed to public odium, 
but the bleeding heart of an animal was incloſed in his effigy, 
transfixed with a pike, and carried about to various quarters; 
the humane conductors of this ſavage ſcene exclaiming, This 
is the manner in which we puniſh a traitor Þ'” When gen- 
tlemen, therefore, mentioned the inſults; experienced by 
one fide, they ought to evinee equal reprobation of thoſe 
experienced on the other. But, inſtead. of ſhewing reſent- 


ment on ſuch occaſions, the beſt return for theſe outrages was 


forbearance and forgiveneſs, . Mr. Fox defended the petition- 
ers, who did not pretend to ſtate the ſentiments of the county 
at large, but merely their own opinions 
__ Objections had been advanced as to the inhabitants. To 
remove all ground of cavil, Mr, Fox ſaid, he would adopt 
the phraſe of the underſigned inhabitants being entitled to be 
conſidered the petitioners as part of the people of Eng- 
Mr. William Smith concurred in opinion with the right 
| honourable gentleman and ſaid, that following the maxims of 
. ſome gentlemen who had objected to the deſignation of the 
petitioners, had he been e he would have objected ta 


the petition from Bath, becauſe ſome unfair dealing had begs 
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| uſed on the occaſion, Moſt of thoſe whoſe ſignatures appear- 
ed annexed, had been ſummoned to a meeting for an addreſs 

to his Majeſty 5 the friends of government, with wonderful 
dexterity, afterwards introduced a clauſe in favour of the Bills. 
The petition, thus framed, could not therefore, with ſtrict 
propriety, be deemed the ſenſe of the inhabitants of Bath, be- 

_ cauſe the ſentiments, by the poſterior introduction of the 

_ clauſe, had been perverted and applied in a manner different 

from the purpoſe to petition, reſpecting which, they were 
aſſembled. e FP | 


| The Birmingham petition was ordered to lie on the 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid he held in his hand two more petitions ; _ 
and as objections had been urged againft other petitions, be- 
cauſe they came from the lower orders, he had to obſerve, that 
the ſame objections were not applicable to thoſe which he 
was then about to offer. They were two diſtin& petitions 
from Warwick; the firſt containing moſt loyal ſentiments, 
and congratulating the nation on the eſcape of his Majeſty ; 
and the other in reprobation of the Bills. When he declared 
that they came not from the lower orders, (which ſome gen- 
temen were anxious to condemn) he need only mention, that 
the firſt name ſubſeribed was that of Lord Dormer; and the 
next Dr. Samual Parr, who, though not a Bithop, poſſeſſed 
every claim which unrivalled worth and unrivalled learning 
could conferœ̃k 1» 3 855 EO] TI 
Both petitions were received and ordered to lie on the 
Mr. Sheridan next ſtated, that he had a petition from the 
inhabitants of the town of Kilmarnock, in Scotland; and he 
might, he ſaid, without heſitation, affirm, that, on due inveſti- 
gation, it would be found, that the People of that country were 
as averſe to the preſent unconſtitutional meaſures as the peo- 
ple of England. When entruſted with a plan for the reform 
of the internal government of the Scotch Burghs, he had ac- 
quired a confiderable knowledge of the diſpoſitions of the 
people in the ſiſter-kingdom; and from that information he 
was ready to declare, that they were totally diſſarisfied with 
the preſent adminiſtration. The hand of power had, how- 
ever, reduced them to the miſerable neceſſity of a ſilent and 
a ſullen diſcontent. Hence ſome of the miniſtry inferred, that 
they were perfectly ſatisfied, becauſe they were peaceable. 
General Macked informed the Houſe, that if petitions 
againſt the Bills were not received from Scotland, there were 
other cauſes to be aſſigned than that the people there gave 
ö F . 5 N them 
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4936 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conwoxe, 
them their approbation, The people were ſhocked by the 


ſyſtem of terror, and were grown timid on account of the ſe- 
verity of the laws, the cruelty of the ſentences, and the mode 
in which puniſhments were inflicted, upon occaſions, in which 
the judges ſhould have ſhewn mercy, He was happy that 
the petition from Kilmarnock had been preſented, of which 


he had before no knowledge, and which ſupported another 
from the ſame part of the kingdom, (from Paiſley). The diſ- 
tinction which was made of late between the higher and lower 
orders of the people he ſeverely reprobated, and obſerved, that 


| ſuch a diſtinction was moſt dangerous to ſocial life, to our be- 
loved Monarch, and the conſtitution, What tenure was it that 
the rich held their eſtates by, but the ſuffrance of the lower or- 


ders of the people? and were not their rents enforced inflome de- 


gree by law, and their rank in life entirely beholden to that ſuf- 
france? Were they not in that Houſe entitled to the people for 


their ſeats? Let not, therefore, the lower orders of the people be 


_ degraded, calumniated or vilified. He cautioned the Houſe to : 


rake care how ſuch opinions got abroad; if once the lower 
orders of the people were made ſenſible of theſe invidious diſ- 
tinctions, as they were the molt powerful of the two claſſes, 
fatal conſequences might enſue. CCC 

Mr. Wilmot obſerved, that the expreſſion, „ the lower 


orders of the people, was not introduced by any member of 


that Houſe in his ſpeech, but conveyed in a letter which was 
read from Zirmingham. He adverted to the petition which 
had been preſented from Coventry, (preſented the preceding 


evening by Mr, Fox) and declared it to be his opinion, that it 
did not conyey the ſenſe of the majority of his conſtituents: 
it was a petition, the prayer of which he had ſaid, he could not 


ſupport. 


The Spater wiſhed that gentlemen would attend in their 


places at che time when petitions were preſented from the 


county, City, or borough, which they repreſented, The man- 
ner in which gentlemen referred to petitions preſented on a 
precedin g day, from other places, was highly diſorderly and 


Irregular. 


Mr. Fox roſe to vindicate the petitioners of Coventry. 
If Mr. Wilmot had till then known nothing of the petition, it 
was, he faid, his own fault. It was figned by nearly 300 
reſpectable perſons ; and from the abſence of the honourable 


member, he had undoubtedly leſs reaſon to complain than any 
other gentleman who diſcharged his duty by his attention to 


the buſineſs of the day. The petitioners could not find the 
noble lord his colleague (Lord Eardly); and they therefore 


Wait 
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_ waited on him requeſting his concurrence, which he refuſed 
to give, and, of courſe, they had then a right to apply to any 
member they pleaſed, and they applied to him (Mr. Fox) 
as a perſon agreeing with their ſentiments. The honourable 
gentleman; therefore, could not complain that he had not 
complete notice of it; and, Mr. Fox ſaid, he preſented it 
purpoſely on the night when the call of the Houle took place, 
to give the faireſt opportunity for any objection, though anc - 
ther time would have been more agreeable to himſelf. If the 
petitioners had expreſſed ſentiments conſonant to the honou'= 
able gentleman's mind, from him there would have been no 
cauſe; of, niatueriiant . tn 

Mr. Wilmot ſaid, that if he had engroſſed the time of the 
Houſe, by his remarks, he had only followed the example of 
other ge ho mms Nc i a 270 
Mr. Francis teprobated the inſidious diſtinction between 
the higher and lower orders, which in ſuch a government as 
ours, was always unjuſtihable. If gentlemen complained 
againſt the lower orders for their preſumption in petitionin 
againſt obnoxious Bills, they ought to recolle& that people * 
that deſcription were moſt intereſted. The higher orders 
had many opportunities of obtaining redreſs of grievances, 
whereas the lower orders were merely confined to the right of 
petitioning, which, if they deprived tem of, their whole po- 
litical exiitence was at anend. 2 
Mr. Vanſittart defended the diſtinctions which had been 
made by ſome gentlemen between the higher and lower orders. 
The French, from whom many gentlemen drew their theories, 
had ſat out with the doctrine: of equality, but they had lately 
admitted the neceſſity of diſtinctions, and adopted them in 
their new conſtitution, and how could we 

Sir Francis Baſfet called him to order; and ſaid, that, if 
converſations foreign to the queſtian were admitted, they 2 
would never be able to come to the immediate queſtion, 
Ihe petition was ordered to lie on the table. - TT 
Mr. Sheridan preſented a petition againſt the Bills, from 
Dunſe, in Scotland. Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Fox preſented a petition againſt the Bills from Dart- 
mouth. "Lhe boaſt, therefore, of the honourable gentleman 
who was one of the Repreſentatives of Devonſhire, of the 
unanimity of the county in favour of the Bills was clearly 
not founded. F e 

Mr. Rolle juſtified himſelf in the declarations which he had 
made, He inſiſted that the petition which he had received 
and preſented to the Houſe ſome days before, conta nei the 
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493 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, Co. 
| ſenſe of the county at large, expreſſed at a public meeting, 


convened by public advertiſement. "oF 
Sir Francis Baſſet called Mr, Rolle to order; and hoped 


that gentlemen would not be permitted to deviate from tho 
__ queſtion. | | Ps hf | 


Ihe petition was ordered to lie on the table. 8 
Mr. Cote, (of Norfolk) preſented a petition from Yarmouth 


againſt the Bills. As that borough was immediately under 


the influence of government, many of the inhabitants had not, 


for obvious reaſons, ſigned it, among whom were the Receiver 


General, and the officers of the cuſtoms; much to the ho- 
nour of the town, however, many of the inhabitants had ſur- 
mounted every obſtacle by diſcharging their duty to their 


country. The petition was ordered to lie on the table. 


Mr. Rolle prejented a petition ſigned, he ſaid, by hundreds 


of people in the borough of South Molton in Devonſhire, re- 


queſting Parliament to adopt meaſures for the prevention of 


ſeditious meetings. 


Mr. Thornton preſented a petition from the inhabitants of 
Colcheſter againſt the Bills. „( 
He took occaſion to ſtate, that it was ſigned by very many 


af the moſt reſpeQable perſons at that place, that it lay for 
ſignature only during the ſpace of ſeven hours, from a fear 


that it would get too late to the Houſe, and that it received in 
that time the ſanction of Boo names. He expreſſed the great- 


eſt mortification tha: he could not join in ſentiment with his 
Conſtituents fo far as related to the Bills before the Houle, 


but he fully coincided with them in their wiſhes for a 


peace, and hoped the houſe would hereafter come to ſuch reſo- 
lutions as would open a door for treating at the firſt favourabie 
, tp Of: toy HH „„ 


Mr. 5 beridan commended the firmneſs and candour of the 


| honourable gentleman, and hoped he agreed with his conſti- 
tuents, in their idea of the unexampled rapidity with which 
the Bills were hurried through the Houſe, and if he did, be 


hoped that it would prevail with him to urge the neceſſity of 
taking a longer time for their confideration. © © | 
Mr. Wilberſorce preſented an unanimous, petition from the 


mayor, aldermen, and inhabitants of Leeds, for the adoption 


of meaſures to prevent ſeditious meetings. 


Lord F-hn Ruſſel preſented a petition from the city and ſub- 
urbs of Wincheiter, againſt the Bills, which was ſigned bys 
great number of 1eſpeCtable inhabitants, we convened. 

The Secretary at Har brought up Colonel Hay's letter of 


| ſervice, dated April 2, 1794, which was ordered to lie on the | 


table. 
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Mr. Curwen ſaid, he roſe agreeable to the notice he had 
given on a former day, to propoſe to the houſe the delay of one 
week before they proceeded further with thoſe bills; the pro- 
| ceeding with due deliberation became both the wiſdom and 
| juſtice of the houſe, and never was ſo ſtrongly called for on 
any former occaſion; indeed none like it ever was diſcuſſed 
within thoſe walls. He ſhould feel very indifferent to the - 
imputations of wiſhing to prolong the diſcuſſion by vexatious 
delays, for fortunately for him, he had what would be deemed 
great authority by the right honourable gentleman, at leaſt, he 
had that of a right honourable Secretary of State, who he was 
ſorry not to ſee in his place, and from whoſe aſſiſtance and great 
abilities he had much to expect in favour of his motion. That 
right hon. gent. on the firſt notice for bringing in this Bill, with 
that manly regard to the liberty of the ſubject, declared the Bill 
to be ſuch a meaſure as ought not to paſs unleſs it met the wiſhes 
of the people; and in proof of his ſincerity concurred with 
his right honourable friend in the propriety of a call of the 
houſe, which he avowed he had oppoſed on almoſt every other 
occaſion, on the ground of a ſufficient time not having yet 
been given to know the ſenſe of the people; he called upon the 
houſe to give à fair opportunity for obtaining it. The preſent 
was a meaſure of which they had no precedent or example ſince 
the conſtitution had been eftabliſhed, if he had the power, he 
would not uſe it of theſe Bills on any other ground but thoſe 
of the general feelings and wiſhes of the country; if the 
nation could ſuffer it, he ſhould think; much as he lamented it, 
that it was uſeleſs to withold chains from thoſe who had loſt the 
reliſh and love of liberty, e ag es 
Such was not, could not be the caſe with the people of England, 
it was a groſs calumny upon them to ſuppoſe it; he ſhould 
ſtate, as ſhortly as he could, to the houſe the reaſons which he 
thought ought to induce them to afford the ſhort reſpite he 
required for the country, that their feelings and ſentiments 
might be fairly known. He thought that neceſſary before, he 
thought it ten times more ſo in conſequence of what had 
paſled in the late diſcuſſion on the Bill, which he ſaid he 
ould notice before he fat down, agreeing with the right 
honourable Secretary of State, that it would be madneſs to 
paſs the Bill, unleſs it accorded with the wiſhes of the people, | 
and he agreed with him in no other point or view reſpecting 1 
it; nothing but the wild, miſguided, misjudging policy of 
the right honourable gentleman, could ever have brought 
ſuch meaſures under diſcuflion, if miſchief ſhould enſue, it would 


de chargeable alone cn thoſe” who forced it upon, them, and 


3 
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he could not ſuppoſe the nation ſo loſt to every manly feeling 
that they would quietly and-tamely part with their liberties at 
the imperial mandate of a miniſter. The right honourable 
_ gentleman would learn, and learn, he truſted to his coſt, that 
Engliſhmen are not to be infulted with impunity. As far as 
05 the ſenſe of the country had yet been taken, it had been 
almoſt unanimous in the reprobation of theſe meaſures, an 
honeſt indignation had been raiſed, which had ſeldom if ever 
attended any other meaſure, and well it might, for none ever 
ſo ſtrongly called for it; let them examine for a moment what 
were the petitions on the other fide ; few if any avowed their 
approbation of the particular meaſures before the houſe, they 
all took it for granted that the exiſting laws were not ſufficient | 
to guard the ſacred perſon of his Majeſty from inſult, and 
called upon them to render them ſo; was this really the caſe, was 
there a man in that houſe who would not heartily concur 
with them? To theſe gentlemen he faid, ** firſt let us have it 
proved the laws are not ſufficient, in what predicament do 
the other petitions ſtand, they are from chartered bodies or 
_ perſons repreſented in this houſe. The rights of theſe 
gentlemen are not attacked, that — ſhould be indifferent 
or perhaps not diſpleaſed to have ſtill greater privilege than 
the monopoly than they at preſent enjoy, renders their ap- 
proval of little weight.“ One individual under the ſame cir- 
cumſtances with thoſe gentlemen, appearing as petitioners 
weighed a thouſand times more, his teſtimony was againſt him- 
ſelf, the teflimony of a party was the moſt concluſive that could 
be had. One of the moſt odious and obnoxious principles 
of the Bill, was the diabolical attempt to eſtabliſh diſtinctions 
between different claſſes of ſubjects, and this principle how- 
ever gentlemen reprobate it, had been pretty well avowed by 
the kind of arguments which had been uſed in ſupport of 
the Bill. If there had been as little alacrity on the part of 
the people, as he contended there had been zeal to expreſs 
to them their ſentiments, it might well have been accounted 
for from the particular circumſtances of the cafe. Thoſe 
who from habit, perhaps from ſituation, have ufually taken 
a lead in bringing forward the ſentiments of the country, 
had not a conimon intereſt with the bulk of the nation 
bulk do I ſay, with the great collective body of the people; 
a further time in juſtice ſhould be given, if there was no other 
round to claim it, he might plead the unrivalled popularity 
which that right honourable gentleman has poſſeſſed, as 4 
further reaſon for delay; the effects of that blind confidence 


has led to all our preſent ſituation of unparelleled calamity- 
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Changes of opinion were at all times effected with difficulty, 
and eſpecially. opinions formed on the beſt feelings of the 
heart; there was a period beyond which credulity itfelf could 
not reach - the country felt it, and for the firſt time had began 
to open their eyes to the ruin that awaited them. They 
| began to diſcover that blinded by alarm, they had been led to 
2 concurrence in a deſtructive and ruinous war, a war which 
tze good ſenſe that reſcued them from the effects of a Spaniſh 
and Ruffian Armament, would equally have protected them 
again, had it been left to its fair operation. Lo thoſe fears, 
to thoſe alarms the nation was again called to divert its at- 
' tention from the ſurrender of the ground-work of its liberties, 
reluctantly had the country become ſenſible of its danger, as 
far as its opinion had been taken, an honeſt indignation has 
marked the deſign, and would they doubt an equal energy and 
ardour would mark the deliberations of every other part of the 
kingdom; would that houſe hazard the paſſing the Bill con- 
 trary to the declated ſenſe of the nation? fe ared not, it would 


not, becauſe it ought not to do it. An honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Wilberforce) profeſſed to believe this outcry was 
| but a pretext to diſplace a miniſter. Grant it as true, as L 
believe it falſe, the meaſure would be fully juſtified ; on what 


ground is it that we accuſe this miniſter, of an attempt to 

avail himſelf of the power and influence of his ſituation to 
deſtroy the conſtitution. I truſt the country will feel the 
full force of his delinquincy, and that the united voice of 
the people will call upon the crown to diſmiſs for ever a 
miniſter who has forfeited every claim to confidence. Proud 
ſhould he be to concur in raiſing this ſpirit, and rouſing the 
country from the apathy in which it has too long remained, 
to the feelings of honeſt indignation at ſo daring an attack, 
ſuch feelings would be the beſt proof of the value and 

eſtimation in which Britains hold their liberty. I ſhould 
proudly exult in hearing the voice of the nation preſent itſelf 
at the foot of the throne, with thoſe ſentiments of manly 
warmth and affection ſb natural to the character of Engliſh- 
men, addreſſing a beloved monarch ; Sire, we heard with 
delight your aſſurance on the firft day of this Seſſion of 
Parl:ament, that you confided with perfect ſecurity in the 
affections of your people, that the calamities of war, and the 
iron hand of famine had been borne with patience and re- 
ſignation, that the blood and treaſure of your people had not 
deen ſpent in vain, that it had produced peace at home, and 

| wrovight a thorough change in the opinions of our enemies; 
| forgetting the painful ſenſation that our loyalty had ever been 
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doubled, they were ſenſible only to the exultation and joy of 
poſſeſſing Jour returned confidence in our attachment to your 
perſon and government, they looked with well grounded hope 
to the ſpeedy return of the bleſſings of peace. But, what 


is our alarm and diſappointment, when we now find the 


whole nation is again to be treated as if diſaffected to your 
perſon, and enemies to our conſtitution; you have ben 
deceived, and we baſely calumniated. To doubt of our af- 
fection and loyalty is attempted? Sire our intereſt and yours are 
inſeperable, the blow that levels one, muſt deſtroy the other; 
is there a man from one end of the kingdom to the other, 


who does not feel himſelf equally inſulted with your Majeſty, 


in the late abominable conduct of a lawleſs mob? Deign 
to attend to your people, know. you reign in their hearts, 
wound them not by diſtruſt, give a fair diſplay of that af- 
fection you feel for them, ſhew them that love and veneration 


which ny know glows in your breaſt for the laws and 


liberties of your country, permit not its benign influence to 
be intercepted by an ambitious and wicked miniſter, whoſe 
intereſts are not yours, nor your people's; and there is not a 
drop of blood that flows in their veins you may not command 
in defence of your ſacred perſon and government; diſmiſs 
from your counci's a man who has calumniated your people, 
who has neither the power nor the will to reſtore confidence. 
Such I confidently hope ſaid Mr. Curwen will be the conduct of 
the people. He agreed with the right honourable gentleman in 
wiſhing a fair and decided opinion on the conduct of thoſe who 
iupport, and thoſe who oppole theie meafures ; they were 
fairly at iſſue, he looked with confidence for the deciſion, 
they were accuſed of miſrepreſentation, ſtrange indeed ſaid he 


has been our conduct, who intreat this houſe to grant further 


time, which muſt not only deſtroy its effects, but expoſe us 
to the contempt and reſentment of the country; if the ſup- 
porters of theſe meaſures are ſerious in their charges, it is 
their intereſt to cloſe with my propoſition.” He deprecated 
as unworthy of a good cauſe, every attempt to miſrepreſent, 
coine from what quarter it will, but he would not believe 
they owed to ſuch means the numerous. petitions on tbe 
table. The delay he propoſed would fully aſcertain that 
to the ſatisfaction of the houſe, and leave no doubt what 
are the feelings of the people. The conſequences which 


muſt infallibly reſult from theſe meaſures, were infinitely 
more alarming than at firſt met the eye. Rob the people 


of *neir right of petitioning, take from them their intereſt 
and connection with the democratic part of the con- 
| | n ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, and you deſtroy with their conſequence their 
freedom, and with theirs your own ; he ſaid the confequence 
of any body of men could not be taken away without their 
freedom following it. What would be the ſituation of this 
houſe, when they had drawn a line of ſeparation, which 
renounced the ſupport and controuling influence of twelve 
parts out of thirteen of the whole people? If the full force 
of all the united body of the nation had been barely ſuf- 
ficient to maintain to them the due influence in the ſcale ; what 
would be their ſituation when they reſted upon the repreſented 
part only. Three or four hitndred thouſand were the moſt 
extended calculation out of fix millions. If they renounced 
the controuling influence of the people, if they wantonly 
_ deſtroyed the ties which had united us, can we, ought they 
to expect, to look for their ſupport; an act of ſuch in- 
- Juſtice muſt degrade them in their eſtimation, and make them 
view with ſatisfaction their term of debaſement and degreda- 
tion. Yes, having nothing to hope from them, they would 
leave them to conduct a ſtruggle, which had in it nothing to 
engage their affection, or to affect their intereſt; they would 
then haſten to what he was not without apprehenſion and 
fear of, they were faſt verging to a mere Regiſter Office to 
record the burthens of the people. The Bill muſt in its 
effects alter the whole conſtitution; popular opinion had 
reſtrained and counterated the power and influence of cor- 
ruption, take that away, and ineffectual would be the ſtruggle. 
_ The exiſtence of the Houſe of Commons depended upon 
the united intereſt of the whole body of the nation. 'That 
increaſed corrupt influence of the crown, together with the 
torrent of honor which had of late years inundated that 
houſe, and deprived the democratic part of the conſtitution 
of ſuch a weight of property, called upon them, if they valuedihe 
exiſtence of the conſtitution, to cheriſh every prop and 
| ſupport to help them to maintaia as their juſt and neceſſary 
influence, The Bill will have the odious effect of having 
for its mark, the bulk of the people in contradicton to the 
few who were already in pofletiion of the monopoly. of the 
elective franchiſe. It wanted the firſt principle of law, that 
all ſhould be equally the objects of it. A free country could 
alone exiſt where there was freedom of ſpeech, and freedom 
of the preſs ; when theſe are gone, all that remains muſt ſoon 
follow. Too adveit to the grounds on which they were 

called upon to paſs this Bill, a proof of the exiſting cir- 
cumſtances which required or juſtified any meaſure had been 
denied them, and they were called upon to give their ſanction 
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their interference, and adapt their remedy to the d 
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to it upon general notoriety, on which they differed mot 
widely; and yet miniſters, if they were in poſſeſſion of in- 
forme to juſtify any proceeding: at all, chooſe to with- 
old it. The principle of former legiſlators was firſt to 
conſider the nature ang” extent of the meaſure that + wh 
| tieaſe ; 
but their rule of legiſlation was to be governed by the will of | 
CCC oh | | 


He thought the experience they haye had ſhould teach 


them a greater degree of caution, a Committee of patliament 
did declare a traiterous correſpondence to exiſt, repeated 


. verdicts of juries negatived that fact, and every honeſt man 


in the country rejoiced at it. It was this interference which 
he blamed on a former occaſion; had the laws been left to take 
their courſe, a proper puniſhment would have followed. 


Should that houſe not doubt a little its own feelings and diſ- 


poſition, too eaſily to credit every thing which led to the 
confirmation of plots and diſaffection. As a proof of it, he ſaid, 
he ſhould inftance the information of an honourable member, 
who, he was ſatisfied had no intention to *miſſead the houſe, 
when he informed them, that the doctrine of Kking- killing had 
been preached at Copenhagen-houſe, but how was the fact! 
Alarmed indeed ſhould he have been, if there had been a man 


- wicked enough, or ſuch a body of men fo loſt to the feelings, 


that ought and do actuate Engliſhmen, to have been pafhve 


_ auditors of ſuch doctrine. No ſuch thing did happen, | 


that meeting paſſed with perfect decorum and order, that 
abominable hand- bill was ſaid to have been diſtributed there; 
had government no reporters there, was it not the intereſt 
of thoſe gentlemen to deſtroy the effect of the order and re- 
gularity of the meeting, for ſuch perſons can exiſt but in 


times of ſuſpicion? Would it have been ſafe for any but 


themſelves to have been the diſtributers? How comes it if 
otherwiſe, the perſons concerned were not apprehended, 
would theſe reporters' have been aſhamed for once to act an 
open and honourable part? If they were to judge which fide 
had the moſt intereſt, he ſhould be authoriſed in attributing it 
to them ſooner than any other. He might notice, as ſhewing 
the diſpoſition of the houſe, the patience with which it en- 
dured a ſtory of a worthy Alderman, which, when noticed, 
was ſo contemptible as to meet the reprobation of the whole 
houſe. He was much obliged to a noble lord, who on a2 
former night entertained the houſe with ſuch a-maſs of, what 
ſhould he call it, abſurdity and nonſenſe as called forth in his 
breaſt aſtoniſhment and indignation, that it could be OX 
Cf Woe Ciongtpnt þ 
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boſſible that the affection and loyalty of a whole country to 
its government could be deſtroyed by ſuch treaſon to God, 
the conſtitution; and common ſenſe. He thought ſuch pro- 
ductions could only have found an author and admirer within 
the walls of Bedlam. Upon the extenſion of treaſon he ſhould 
ſay but a few words, the moſt clear and abſolute neceſſity 
would alone induce him to increaſe the penal ſtatutes, ſatisfi d 
that ſevere penalties, and eſpecially diſproportionate ones, tended 
rather to the eſcape than puniſhment of offenders. He cou d 

not have forgot the conduct of a right honourable gentleman _ 
upon a former treaſon Bill, where a treaſon was to have been 
made a felony ; on its being objected that the accuſed would 
be in a leſs. advantageous ſituation, and particularly fo with 
reſpect to the advantage he would have drawn from having 
a liſt of his witneſles previous to his trial ; how was that 
treated by the right honourable gentleman? He ſaid, that mizht 
be ſo ſwelled by a cloud of witneſſes as to render it perfectly 
nugatory ; with ſuch opinions and ſentiments of the criminal 
_ juriſprudence of the country, he felt himſelf fully juſtified in 
doubting of every meaſure thatſhould come tgthem through the 
channel of that right honourable gentleman. In the name of 
the people of England, he intreated the houſe not to preclude 
them an opportunity of being heard againſt theſe Bills at thier 
bar; if the voice of the people was to ſtop theſe Bills, tell the 
people not to owe it to any other branch of the legiſlature, 
nor place the in them fituation of ſeeming indifferent to their 
intereſt. An honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) aſked 
if they loved peace, might he not with as much juſtice and 
propriety aſk that honourable gentleman, if he loved liberty, 
and could have been ſincere in his endeavours to obtain free- 
dom for thouſands who never taſted of its bleſſings, and now ' 
be a friend to meaſures which would, if carried, . eſtabliſh 
deſpotiſm in a country which conſidered liberty as the firſt of 

its poſſeſſions? Was not ſuch conduct and were not ſuch 
inſinuations unworthy of gentlemen? To the conſiſtenc y 

of mens charadters? We ought alone to appeal for the 
motives of their conduct; gentlemen call hear; to that teſt 
he was not afraid to apply. Since he had the honour of a ſeat 
in that houſe, he had exerciſed an unbiaſſed opinion, nor 
had his attachment to men warped him from thoſe principles 
which hitherto had, and he hoped always would decide his 
conduct. He ſubſcribed moft heartily to the doctrine laid 
down, by his honourable friend, Mr. Fox, upon a former night, 
that if they forced theſe Bills upon the great bulk of the 
nation againſt their will, refiftance would be no longer a queſ- 
tion of moral duty but of prudence; contraſt this doctrine, and 

Vorl., I. 1795. ESC | then 
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then let the nation judge whether the friends or oppoſers of 


theſe Bills are the moſt entitled to their confidence. A right 
honourable gentleman (the Secretary at War] talked of em- 
ploying a vigour more than law, what does this mean? Is he ſo 


little acquainted with the ſtuff of which an Engliſh heart is com- 


poſed,. that he can ſuppoſe , thoſe who have been the ornament 


of their country, who have been proved to ſhed their blood in 


its defence, would forget the love of liberty they fucked in with 
their mother's milk, and become the inſtruments of enſlaving 


their fellow 1 ? It was calumniating thoſe brave men 
ne tyrant made the experiment, and might the 


to ſuppoſe it. 
example deter a repetition of the attempt : reftore to them the 


bleſſings of peace, and proſperity would naturally follow; let 


them change their meaſures, reſpe the conſtitution, cor rect the 
abuſes that afford but too juſt grounds for complaint, and he 


truſted they ſhould have nothing to fear from either anarchy or 


deſpotiſm. Deeply impreſſed with the awful criſis of the mo- 


ment, he felt it his duty to ſubmit to the conſideration. of the 
houſe, the propriety of adjourning for a week the further diſ- 
cuſſion of this Bill. | . 
Mr. Harriſon roſe, he ſaid, from a principle of propriety, 
to ſecond the motion. He declared it to be his opinion, as 


far as he could Judge, that the people of the country were 
totally averſe to the Bills, and he lamented that a right honour- 


able gentleman (Mr. Dundas), whoſe concurrence in that 
idea, he ſhould have expected, was abſent. Time, he 


thought, ſhould be given to obtain the opinions of the people 


in the remote parts of the kingdom. It was a meaſure that 


ought not to be adopted by miniſters, without they meant to 
inſult the people, and alienate their affections fragt parliament. 
It was a meaſure in his mind not to be endured ; it was 
abominable, deſtructive, and a daring violation of the li- 
berties of the country. Admitting the arguments of miniſters 


in their full extent, and even allowing their calumnious. aſ- 


ſertions to be true, the meaſure ought nevertheleſs to be in- 
dignantly rejected, as a meaſure ſubverſive of the Bill of 


Rights and the conſtitution, It was, he ſaid, ſtrange. that 
miniſters ſhould at this critical period, venture to introduce a 


meaſure that tore away the ſecurity of the ſubject, and de- 


ſtroyed the great charter of the nation, as eſtabliſhed by the 


Bill of Rights, | FF is | RE 2 
Mr. Wallace conſidered that a certain proportion of reſpect 


was due to the opinions, the wiſhes, and petitions of the | 


people, when they were fairly and honeſtly expreſſed; with 


regard to the petitions then before that houſe, it had been 


inconteſtibiy 
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inconteſtibly ſhewn, that they were obtained in various 


parts of the kingdom by the groſſeſt calumnies, and the fouleſt | 
miſrepreſentations ; he therefore wiſhed them to be drſcufled 


in a Committee as ſoon as poſſible, in order that they might be 
printed, and the people be enabled to form an accurate 
opinion of what they had to expect from them. He under- 


ſtood what gentlemen meant when they called for procrafti- 


nation, and were againſt having the meaſure made more pa- 


table, it would not, they well knew, occafion that oppo” 
ed, | 


ſition it had met with. Their conduct, when madi 

ſhewed they were not averſe to illegal reſiſtance, fo far as it 
was revolutionary, but not connected with what produced 
the revolution in 1688, That meaſure was attained without 


any violation of the conftitution ; gentlemen on the oppoſite 


fide of the houſe, however, went further, and directly attacked 
that conſtitution reſpecting which they affected fo much ten- 
derneſs. They endeavoured by their language, to in- 
fluence the freedom of debate, to raiſe the ſword, and light 
up the flame of civil war. | he exertion and propagation of 
the principles of the London Correſponding Society, by Ci» 


tizen Lee, were, he infiſted on it, clearly connected with the 
inſults offered to the King. Ihe attempt of miniſters to de- 


feat their machinations gave offence to fome gentiemen; he 
was, nevertheleſs, convinced, that by adopting the preſent 
meifures, the country would be ſaved, It had been advanced 
by an honourable gentleman, that it was immaterial whether 
the nation degenerated into a ſtate of anarchy or of deſpotiſm ; 
thoſe gentlemen, however, who oppoſed the Bills, would not 
find in a ſtate of anarchy protection for that property which 
they boaſted gave them as large a ſhaie of intereſt in the 


welfare of the country as others, and which might not be 


the caſe if the, preſent neceilary meaſures of his Majeſty's 
miniſters were not adopted. He reminded Mr. Curwen of 
having ſtated in a former debat, that thoſe clubs and ſocieties 


_ proceeded to fuch an extent as to afford him tome uneaſineſs; 


notwithſtanding which, he had that day expreſſed his fears for 
tae conſtitution, when mild and neceſſaty meafures were 


taken in order to counteract their miſchievous intentions. 


Mr. Wallace declared, he would not fay that any of the parties 


who aſſembled at Copenhagen-houſe, actually put ine inſtrument 


into the hand of the miicreant who attacked the Sovereign; 
but he would affert, that the language uted at that meeting 
was likely to influence and work on the minds of the ignorant, 
and was calculated to produce outrages againſt the laws. It 

was, he admitted, undeniable that the beſt ſecurity of a Britiſh 
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Sovereign, was to live in the hearts of his people; and his 
preſent Majeſty, it was on all hands agreed, enjoyed in a 


en rp rree the affection of his ſuhjects; even that, 


owever, could not protect him from the hand of the conſpi- 
_ rator, who, in aiming a blow at the King, aimed it alſo at 
3 nnn ei Ing OG on 79 
Mr. Whitbread pleaded guilty to the charge made againſt 
his honourable friend who made the motion, and confe ſſed his 
object was merely to create delay, for the purpoſe of obtain- 
ing more petitions againſt it in its preſent abominable ſhape. 
Happy was it for the country, that the conſtitution of that 
houſe had provided forms of deliberation, apparently with a 
a pròͤſpective apprehenſion of the neceſſity in certain caſes, for 
delay. In thoſe forms, he, with his hon, friends, intended 
to intrench themſelves, and in thoſe forms they would defend 


their poſt againſt the paſſing of the Bills, in doing which he 


believed they ſhould alſo defend the liberties of the country. 
Every day, every hour, and every moment, that theſe Bills 
were delayed from paſſing into a law, was a day, an hour, 
and a moment preſerved to the freedom of the people. It 
had been ſaid, that the petitions were obtained in an unfair 
manner; he denied the fact. Did they not ſpeak the ſenti- 
ments of the people of England? If they did not ſpeak the 
ſentiments of the people of England,- what was it that made 


miniſters ſo anxious to force the Bills upon them? They had, 


as far as they were enabled by their privilege of deliberation, 

by the reſult of that exerciſe, firmly perſuaded of the dange- 
rous innovation of thoſe meaſures on the conſtitution, mani, 
feſted their abhorrence of the Bills. Some gentlemen had 


argued, in his opinion, rather indecorouſly, that the petitions 
did not ſpeak the ſenſe of thoſe people by whom they were 


ſigned; others, and among them a worthy magiſtrate (Mr. 
Alderman Luſhington) had declared, in rather a ſarcaſtic 
tone, that they proceeded from the poor, and not from the 
rich. 
opinion the indigent had more at ſtake on the preſent occa- 
ſion than the opulent; the latter could find the way to redreſs, 


when the former were ſhut out, if not ſheltered by the Con- 


ſtitution in preſerving to them their inalienable right, the right 
of petitioning. An honourable gentleman had ſpoken of the 
miſrepreſentation to procure thoſe petitions, but ſurely he 
had forgotten, at the ſame time, the miſrepreſentations of 


_ thoſe perſons who ſupported the Bill. They miſrepreſented | 


it when they aſſerted, that it was nieant as a guard to defend 
and protect the liberties of the people; they knew that it 


was not only a daring attack upon thoſe liberties, but — 


This was a ſcandalous and invidious diſtinction; in his 


. ..... 
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ſuch was the purpoſe profeſſedly in view. Miniſters, if con- 
vinced that the meaſure needed only to be underſtood to be 
adopted, ſhould certainly agree to the motion, from a confi- 
dence, that when the people were convinced of the propriety 
and adequacy of the meaſure, they would ſupport government 
by their petitions. | It had been infinuated that his honourable 
friend had diſcloſed his own intentions and thoſe of his friends, 
by not wiſhing the Bill to go into a Committee, for the pur- 
poſe of ſuffering it to come before the public in its original 
and natural garb. To this aſſertion he had no objection alſa 
to plead guilty. He confeſſed that he was deſirous it ſhould 
go forth to the world in al its natural deformity, to evince to 
the people what an alarming ſtretch of power miniſters aimed 
at; and not to let it appear after it had been ſmoothed down, 
and faſhioned in conformity, in a great meaſure, to the ſuc- 
ceſsful oppoſition which it had experienced. The voice of the 
people had the deſired effect on miniſters : he knew they 
wiſhed to abandon. the meaſuie altogether ; they had, in 
made it a nullity, and adhered to its form becauſe they were 
determined to preſerve the ſhadow, merely, as they conceived, 
to ſuſtain their credit ; he hoped, however, the futility of the 
tranſaction would not be ſoon forgotten. _ 
| They pretended that the Bills were calculated to ſecure the 
liberties and Conſtitution of the country. He was not ſur- 
 priſed at ſuch pretences; he knew that it had been the practice 
of weak politicians, in all ages, while they were ſecretly un- 
dermining any inſtitution, to pretend that they were fixing it 
on a firmer baſis, Had not the axe, the wheel, and the ſtake, 
he aſked, been uſed to enforce even the mild religion we pro- 
feffed? He had not the ſmalleſt heſitation in affirming that 
theſe Bills were of a ſimilar nature, and equal to one of the 
moſt deſpotic meaſures of the moſt accurſed tyrant upon 
earth. Inſtead of bcholding the people proſper under a go- 
vernment of freedom, juſtice, and mercy, they would ſoon 
fee them ſink under a government of tyranny, of perfecution, 
and of blood; aye, of blood; a goverament of blood! Was 
there no blood in the Bill? What did it tend to, but the 
ſhedding the blood of his Majeſty's ſubjects, when upon ſuch 
flight grounds it enforced military execution? The Bill was, 
in his opinion a ſevere Act: it had been introduced with a 
ſolemnity unuſual in the annals of this country; and if it 
were poffible to heighten the ſolemnity of it, it was to be 
paſſed into a Jaw without there having been one tittle of evi- 
cence produced, without the ſmalleſt ſhadow of neceſſity 


having been eſtabliſhed. _ Re 
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That was not all; it did not even extend to the purpoſes for 
which it was propoſed. A noble Peer (Lord Mornington) had 
noted a number of indecent extracts from a variety of pamph- 
lets; would the noble lord, or any of his friends, aſſert that 
the Bill would impede the publication of ſuch pamphlers? 
Certainly not. An honourable gentleman had ſaid, that he 
could prove. the neceſſity for thoſe coercive meaſures, and yet 
he voted againſt the proof, when he voted againſt the appoint. 
ment of a Committee to eſtabliſh that proof he was poſſeſſed 
of. Where did this proof exiſt? In the notoriety? It was 
ſaid it was notorious, that doctrines were preached upon a 
certain day, in a certain public meeting, and that afterwards 
an outrage was committed, in which the preaching and the 
practice were connected. Was this reported ſo? No! Then 
the perſons who were employed to report what paſſed at that 
meeting did not do juſtice. The people who compoſed that 
public meeting contend that they have been calumniated, and 
offer to be heard by counſel. - Until they who were fo ready 
to refute, therefore, ſhall have been refuted, there can be no 
conviction. But the houſe and the country is called upon to 
give faith to theſe aſſertions. Let the houſe mark upon whom 
the faith of theſe aſſertions muſt depend: upon the miniſters 
of the crown. Wag it not notorious that thoſe very mini- 
fters had before deceived the country? Was it not notorious 
that a part of them got into power by giving a vital ftab to 
the conſtitution; and was it not notorious that another part 
was the loudeſt to cry out upon it? Was it not notorious that 
they ſpread alarms of treaſon throughout the country which 
they could not prove? and, not to go through a ſtring of 
facts, did not their credulity, to call it by no worſe a name, 
endanger the life, liberties, and reputation, of a number of 
individuals, whom, after they have kept for ſeven months in 
_ confinement, they have been obliged to releaſe for want of 
roof? Every man who heard him, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, mult 
be aware, that he alluded to thoſe unfortunate men, whole 
deplorable ſituation had fo repeatedly been mentionec, and 
never contradicted, who had been ſeized, confined, and ca- 
lumniated, on a charge of conſpiracy to aſſaſſinate the King. 
Ought ſo groſs a calumny as the preamble of that Bill was upon 
the ſocieties to be ſuffered? He had heard it ſaid, that it was 
not a calumny, but a charge: theſe aſſertions were perfectly 
in the manner of the high inquiſition, and he ſhou!d not be 
ſurpriſed if the torture ſoon ſhould be adopted to force the ac- 
 cuſed to a confeſſion. [A violent exclamation of No! No! No! 
Mr. Whitbread declared it gave him ſome ſatisfaction to 
find that the ſenſations of the houſe revolted at . 0 
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ſuch tyranny; he would aſk, however, if the London Corre- 
ſponding Society had been guilty of ſuch acts as he ſhould not 
ſtand to defend, if they had gone to greater lengths than they 
ought to have done, and had tranſgreſſed againſt the conſtitu- 
tion, was it wiſe or prudent to brand them with infamy, and 
exclude them from the pale of ſociety? Ought they not rather 
to endeavour to bring them back to a proper love of the Sove- 
reign and the Conſtitution ? It had been ſaid, that the London 
Correſponding Society had at laſt condeſcended to addreſs the 
King, and petition that houſe. Inſtead of ſuch farcaſtic re- 
marks, would it not have been better to have received their 

petition with cordiality and reſpect, and to have welcomed 
men once again to thoſe paths from which they had wandered ? 
What were they going to do? They were going to puniſh 
the whole of his Majeſty's ſubjects for the indiſcretion of a 
few, and they would not allow the delay of one week to puc 
ſtronger reſtrictions into execution. Did it defeat the purpoſe? 
certainly not ; for while oy were deliberating they were 
ſurrounded by an army, and a ee force was ready to 
march to any part of the metropolis the moment an attack 
ſhould be made. He would aſk the right honourable gentle- 
man, in the violence of his zeal, whether he wiſhed any 
additional power, and whether the enactment of the Bill could 
give it? He would atk him allo, whether there has been any 
tumultuous meetings in the metropolis or the kingdom to jul- 
tify it? When he aſſumed theſe premiſes, what were the 
enactments? ſuch as, to uſe the words of his right honour- 
able friend, * if carried by the influence of a corrupt majo- 
rity againſt the ſenſe of the great maſs of the people of Eug- 
land, and made a part of the practical government of the 
country, reſiſtance will no longer be a queſtion of morality - 
and duty, but of prudence.” 3 | 
An honourable gentleman had ſaid, theſe are not revolution 
doctrines, becauſe they were only uſed in reſiſting a tyrant 
but he would not aſk by whom they were uſed, nor againit 
what tyrant, for a tyranny cannot be leſs tyrannical, becauſe 
it is the tyranny of an Act of parliament. The people of 
England were fo much the better then than at preſent, becauſe 
they were not made accomplices in their own oppreſſion, and 
becauſe they had not then, as at preſent, no redreſs. but in the 
aſſertion of their own rights. Public meetings were ſaid to be 
open even if the Bill pailed. That he denied; ſuppoſe, for 
inſtance, the meeting the other day in the Common Hall had 
been poſterior to the paſſing of the Bill, and the members 
ſhould afterwards ſay, that the queſtion was not only hy” fairy y 
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ſtated, but that the ſtructure prevented it from being generally 
underſtood, could there be any doubt, when a weak or wicked 


magiſtrate had been hooted by the populace, and made ſuch a 
declaration, that the pcople would have an opportunity to 


To put another inſtance reſpecting a motion of an honour- 


able gentleman, with whom he had then the only opportunity 
of concurring—for the abolition of the Slave trade—if ſuch a 


Bill had been in force prior to the meetings in fupport of that 
motion, would it not have been faid, that the Slave trade was 
eſtabliſhed by law, and that ſuch meetings were held for the 
purpoſe of introducing French anarchy and confuſion into the 
colonies? He knew not whether he ſhould tranſgreſs the 
forms of the Houſe, if he ſaid that ſheriffs were ſometimes no- 
toriouſly picked out to anſwer the purpoſe of elections; and 


| If ſuch a bill be paſſed, might not ſheriffs be picked out every 


ear to anſwer the purpoles of a corrupt adminiſtration? He 
denied alſo that it would not interfere with private families, 
for one enactment was, that a magiſtrate might enter any houſe 


where, upon information upon oath, he ſhall have reaſon to 


ſuſpect a ſeditious meeting or diſcourſe, upon which he would 
not, he ſaid, enlarge, as it was too obvious to need a com- 
ment... „ = e | 
Who could then ſupport a Bill liable to ſuch objeRions? 
Were they afraid of the meeting at Copenhagen Houſe ? If 


the Bill was not to operate as they aſſerted, ſuch meetings were 
not prohibited. How could rational beings ſtumble on ſuch 


abſurdities ? Every meaſure of the preſent miniſter, his invo!v- 
ing the country in a diſaſtrous war, his defeats and diſgraces, 


the blunders of himſelf and his colleagues, and their prodiga- 


lity, rendered them unpopular, but in no ſerious mind operat- 
ed to the inſult of the ſovereign, The Bills, in fact, were 


_ calculated for the ſecurity of miniſters, and not that of the 
King, on whom they meant to caſt the odium of their mil- 


conduct and diſgraces. Who could read the atrocious libel 


. pronounced by the Secretary of War innocent in its nature, 


without e ee, that chain of facts which led to the preſent 
deſpotic meaſures * Who could ſee without grief, a diſtinguiſh- 
ed leader in the preſent cabinet, who had been the principal 
cauſe of exciting the American war, and the calamities that 


followed? When the Jacobites attempted to aſſaſſinate King 


William, no ſuch laws were brought forward as the preſent. 
Ergliſhmen ſhould recollect that at the cloſe of the American 


war, the corrupt miniſters of the crown were diſmiſſed, con- 


formabie to the voice of the people. He ſhould be glad to 4 


* 
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part of the wickedneſs of theſe Bills taken away, rather than 
they ſhould be enacted in their preſent ſtate; but he abhorred 
the deteſtable principles of them completely. This was not 
all; he, ſuſpected they were preparatory to more vigorous 
meaſures, ſince it had been already doubted by one of the 
miniſters (Mr. Mindham) whether they went to a ſufficient. 
extent, and whether ſomething beyond them would net here- 
after be found to be expedient, He thought, therefore, that 
they would ſoon be followed up by ſomething more arbi- 
trary. The country, however, might remain ſtupified for a 
time; he truſted, nevertheleſs, that it was aſleep, not dead; 
the people would ſoon rouſe themſelves; and then the conſe- 
quence would be, that, either by one convulſive effort they 
would produce a revolution; or, if they do not rouſe them- 
ſelves, what has been ſo long propheſied will be fulfilled, The 
Euphanaſia of the Conſtitution: a 2 | 
Mr. W. Addington roſe and argued in ſupport of the Bills: he 
faid; that however gentlemen might at preſent declaim againſt 
the Bills, and boldly aſſert, that they were ſubverſive of the 
conſtitution, he begged to remind them, that it was by re- 
medying evils oecaſionally exiſting, that our anceſtors had 
been enabled to hand down that conſtitution to their poſ- 
terity, The attrocious attack on his Majeſty, on which he 
was glad to find there was but one ſentiment, was not only 
an attack upon the King, but, conſidering the time and place, 
it was an attack alſo upon the Lords and Commons, and that 
attack apparently the effect of a dark, diabolical and premedi- 
tated conſpiracy, Clubs and conſpiracies it was never to be 
forgotten had overturned the monarchy of France. What 
was it but a club that inſulted, impriſoned, and brought to 
the black, the unfortunrte Louis XVI, If gentlemen would 
look to France, they would ſee that the Convention which 
was erected by theſe clubs, had, by one of their laſt acts, 
overturned the whole of the club ſyſtem? and immediately 
after that overthrow, followed the eſtabliſhment of a form of 
| government, which, being in ſome meaſure founded upon 
reaſonable principles, enabled his Majeſty to ſtate from the 
Throne, the firſt day of the ſeſſion, the probability of treating 
with them? Deſtructive theſe clubs had been in France, and 
deſtructive they promiſed to be in this country. What then 
did government want ? The Bills gave no power to the exe- 
cutive goyernment nor to the Houſe of Lords or Commons : 
they had, indeed, placed a reliance on magiſtrates for the pur- 
poſe of procuring public peace; and whatever gentlemen 
"—=— ſay, there were no men in the country more to be 
ok. I. 1. 30 1 re ſpected 
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reſpected, nor more independent, than the magiſtrates in ge- 


neral. The Bill was not a Bill that looked to puniſhment, 
to pains and penalties; it was chiefly preventive in its object, 
preventive in its proviſions ; 'if it did not pals, in vain had 
the legiſlature ſuſpended the Habeas Corpus Act; in, vain had 


they paſſed the Treafonable Correſpondence Bill; in vain had 


they taken any meaſure to preſerve the ſtate. Mr. Adding- 
ton concluded by declaring that he thought the Bills could 
not have a more proper title, than that of the means of 


enabling miniſters to hand down to poſterity the Britiſh con- 


ſtitution whole and unimpaired, - = | „ 
Mr. Lambton began with declaring, that his attachment to 
the monarchy, was as ſtrong as that of any man. He was 
ready to protect the Sovereign from every inſult, for it was 
a duty co-ordinate with the conſtitution ;3 he had, however, 
other duties that were likewiſe co-ordinate, becauſe they were 
connected together, and love to the one was inſeparable from 
regard to the other. In his attachment to the King, he muſt 
include his duty to the conſtitution. It was an edifice ſo de- 


| licate and beautiful in its conſtruction, that if the ſmalleſt part 


was removed, the whole would totter and tremble to the 
foundation. Great as the loyal profeſſions of ſome gentlemen 
might be, the Rritiſh monarchy they muſt admit vas founded 
on Engliſh liberty, and ſupported by the right of the people. 
This was a ſentiment that “had grown with his growth, and 


ſtrengthened with his ſtrength.” It was one that he hoped 


would go down with him to the grave, whether it remained 
locked up in his boſom, or whether he was permitted to en- 


joy the good old Engliſh cuſtom of ſpeaking his thoughts 


fairly and freely, The paltry documents brought forward by 
a noble lord, did not, he ſaid, ſerve to eonvince him, that 


either ſedition or conſpiracy againſt the king exiſted; any 


fool or any ſpy could have written the book the noble lord 


had introduced, but no man of common ſenſe would have ob- 


truded on the public what muſt have defeated his own object. 


If edition did exift, he had the authority of the beſt lawyers 


for declaring, that the laws were ſufficient to puniſh it. 
The preſent Bill appeared to him to be rather calculated to 
promote ſedition, than to prevent it. Coercion ever made 
converts: and Voltaire had judiciouſly remarked, that the 
inquiſition made more proſelytes than either Calvin or Luther. 
The preſent coercive meaſures would create, he was con- 
vinced, more diſciples than Thomas Paine, Joel Barlow, or 
the whole race of republican theoriſts. Since the year 1792, 


the meaſures of adminiſtration bad made more * 


allected 


8 
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aſſected to the government than the poiſon of French prin- 
ciples. If miniſters really wiſhed to ſtop the progreſs of that 
diſcontent, they ought to employ the means ſuggeſted by his. 
honourable and learned friend, (Mr. Erſkine); tney ought to 
reſtore peace and plenty, which would ſilence the voice of 
diſcontent. They ought to remedy. notorious abuſes, and 
reform the repreſentation. That, and that only, would be 
the way to put down ſeditious afſemblies, (as they were 
called) becauſe it would leave little to be complained of. 
Such meaſures would, he was perſuaded, have more weight 
than all the violent Bills with rigorous penalties that in- 
genuity could deviſe. A-queſlion naturally preſented itſelf, 
did miniſters mean to conciliate or nor? Their language to 
the people had been this: We have involved you in a war 
which has been conducted without energy, waſted your blood 
and treaſure upon ſchemes with little ſucceſs, and leſs glory; 
but do not think we will bend or truckle for favour, apply 
anodynes to the wounds we have inflicted ; behave peaceably z 
do not venture even to murmur, much leſs bounce; if you 
bark, we will filence you; if you bite, we will muzzle you; 
and if you ſhake your chains with anger and wie ag at 
your oppreſſors, we will tranſport. you tu Botany Bay for a 
miſdemeanour, or hang you for high treaſon !”? | 
It had, however, been ſaid, that there were precedents for 
ſuch meaſures; from what times were thoſe precedents ſe- 
lected? From the times of Queen Elizabeth, one of the moſt - 
deſpotie, though one of the greateſt monarchs that ever fat on 
the throne of Britain. It was the precedent of an act paſled 
by an abje& parliament, whom ſhe prohibited under ſevere 
penalties from deliberating on public affairs, and whoſe mem- 
bers ſhe arreſted on pretence of diſobedience to her will. Did 
miniſters think the people would ſubmit to theſe Bills, or en- 
dure ſuch precedents? The parliament of Charles II. had 
paſled the act, which was the other precedent, in the firſt 
effuſions of their zeal, the year immediately after the reſtora- 
tion, amidſt the dread of a powerful unextinguiſhed faction. 
What was at that time ſecurity to the throne, at this was 
treaſon, to the conſtitution, Mr, Lambton declared, that he 
had always underſtood that it was a maxim of the greateſt 
truth and authority, that tumults and diſcontents were rare 
under a good government; and that when they took place, 
their cauſes might be traced to mal-adminiſtration. Com- 
Plaint never hurt any but thoſe whoſe conſcience told them 
that they were guilty. If miniſters wiſhed to leſſen the 
number of the diſcontented, inſtead of refuling they would 
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conſent, to hear grievances explained. By treating them 


with contempt, they would drive the people to deſpair; and, 
to uſe the words of a celebrated writer, „might produce a 
few fits of the ague, which would leave behind a quotidian 


fever,” He hoped they would agree that it was better to ſtop 
the diſorder, before it proceeded to any defperate extremity, * 
What, he aſked, had been the boafted difference between 
the Britiſh conſtitution and the old deſpotiſm of France? 


It was this: in England, truth could not be concealed from 


the king, it made its way to his notice through the medium 


of a free preſs, and circulated through all the orders of the 


[ 


ſtate. In other countries, deprived of liberty, the avenues. 
of public inveſtigation were locked up; no grievance, how- 


ever acutely felt, could be complaingd of. With us there 


exiſted a right to aſſemble and conſi 
tain information, which might diſcover bad men; no ſuch 


er © grievances, and ob- 


right was experienced in defpotic countries, their ſyſtem was ſo 


ordered that their rulers might cruſh thoſe who difapproved of 


their meaſures ;z and conſign to the miſeries of famine, and the 


horrors of a dungeon, all who dared to murmur a complaint, 


How long might this enviable diſtinction remain? The right 


of petitioning was paramount to all others. The force that 


tore it away might rob them of their property. It might be 


conſiſtent with the government of Turkey, or of Ruſſia, but 


not with the conſtitution of England; he therefore cautioned 


miniſters againſt trying the experiment. He objected par- 


_ ticularly to the clauſe beſtowing ſo much diſcretionary power 


ever been made upon the liberties of Engliſhmen, this was, 


upon magiſtrates, and enlarged upon the conſequences of it. 


The very reaſon of petitioning required freedom of petitioning, 

The Bill however took it away. It held out the ſemblance 

of a right, which could neither be touched nor felt. 

| They had been told, that no attempt would be made to 
revent the exerciſe of petitioning were the Bill paſſed. It 

ought to be recollected that the exerciſe of the power of 


petitioners would then depend only on ſufferance ; it would 

no longer be a right. A good miniſter might not employ it; 
but what a dreadful engine did it furniſh” to the views of a 
corrupt adminiſtration! Suppoſe, for inſtance, that a meet- 
ing of Diſſenters was ſummoned, to petition for the redreſs of 
ſome prefling grievance, and that high church politics were 


the rage of the day, the meeting might on a ſudden be pro- 
nounced illegal, the proceedings ftopt by the attending ma- 


: f iſtrate, and, on refuſing to diſperſe, the aſſembly might be 


ubject eo military execution. Of all the attacks which had 


IN 


i 
1 
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in his opinion, the moſt daring, ruinous, and alarming. All 
the ſtretches of prerogative under Charles the Firft, who loſt. 
his head, and James the Second, who loſt his crown, were 
but pigmy ſteps when compared with the gigantic ſtrides of 
modern deſpotiſm. Ship-money, arbitrary exactions, and even 
the infamous Court of Star Chamber, were trivial to it. 
Then the right of petitioning exiſted, by which the people 
might remonſtrate, Had thoſe arbitrary ſteps been preceded 
by a Bill ſimilar to the preſent, they might have been exe- 
cuted with impunity. "The Engliſh conſtitution would have 
been ſwallowed up for ever. The real grievances from 
which the diſcontent aroſe, was the conduct and the prac- 
tices of miniſters, et OE TE Hors ap , | 
Mauch abuſe had been laviſhed upon the political ſocieties 
in the kingdom; in his opinion, the grand grievance lay in 
the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters. I hey had given 
riſe to theſe ſocieties; they had created jacobins; they had 
_ diffuſed diſcontent, His ſentiments he would not ſtate in 
his own words, but in thoſe of a diſtinguiſhed character who 
had given a juſt account of the origin of the diſcontent in the 
days of Charles the Firſt, Mr. Lambton then read a quota- 
tion from a celebrated ſpeech delivered in the houſe in 1664, 
(Sir C. Ruddiman's) of which the following is an outline. 
6 His Majeſty is much wiſer than thoſe who advite him. 
His miniſters have tolled a deadly knell all over the kingdom, 
and inſpired the people with ſentiments of diſguſt and diſaf- 
fection, Let their conduct ſpeak, and let their actions di- 
cover them. They talked highly, indeed, of their concern 
tor the intereſts of the countty, but they mind nothing but 
their own, They have ſpent ſums of money, and waſted 
the blood of the nation, in the purſuit of ſchemes which ter- 
minated in miſcarriage and diſaſter. They act upon ene per- 
nicious counſel till they bring things to an extremity, and 
then they make this extremity the ground for their next 
proceeding.” This, he ſaid, was precifely the character of 
the preſent miniſters.” He did not accuſe them of a wicked 
and premeditated deſign to ſow diviſion in the country, and 
to eſtabliſh novel and dangerous diſtinctions between the 
different ranks in ſociety, but he was confident that ſuch had 
been the conſequence of their meaſures. He recommended it 
to them to deſiſt from this ruinous plan of policy, and to 
uſe conciliatary meaſures with the people, as long as con- 
Ciliatory eee Sie would be of uſe. At preſent they would 
not fail- to cement all claſſes of perſons throughout the king- 
om, and unite them againſt them. Were a poll * 
n Or EY 8 | | taken 
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taken throughout England on the queſtion of the continuance. 
of monarchy, he was convinced that there would ſcarcely be * 
difference of opinion. As far as his majeſty was perfonally 
concerned, the people were unanimous in their attachment; 
but were a poll taken upon the continuance of miniſters in their 
preſent ſituation, and upon the political expediency of the mea- 
ſures which they had juſt adopted, perhaps there might not be 
the fame unanimity of ſentiment, that from what he under- 
ſtood of the opinion of the nation, the miniſter and his friends 
had little to expect from ſuch a ſcrutiny, that would redound 
much either to their advantage or to their honour. 
Mr. Grant ſaid, that ſuppoſing the aſſertions made uſe of by 
| Gentlemen on the other fide to be well grounded and true— 
that is to ſay, ſuppoſing it were true, that the meaſures in agita- 
tion trenched, in ſome degree, on the conſtitution, it by no 
means followed, that they ought not in any poſſible caſe to be 
adopted. If, in caſe of an invaſion, meaſures of a ſimilar na- 
ture were deemed expedient, it would not he leſs unreaſonable 
than in the preſent caſe to attribute to them the ſame conſe- 
' quences. It would be paradoxical indeed to ſay, that it was 
by the reſiſtance, and not the attack, that danger was produced. 
If the Bills, at preſent the ſubject of diſcuſſion, were brought 

forward in a time of peace merely as a ſpeculative improvement 

of the conſtitution, he would not have the leaſt heſitation in 
rejecting them. He was by no means inclined to depreciate 
the benefits which reſulted to the people from their ancient pri- 
vilege of aſſembling, deliberating, and expreſſing their ſenti- 


ments on any public meaſure, He knew that even legiſlators _ 


| ſometimes ſtood in need of certain checks and correctives, and 

that the voice of the people might and had been known to ope- 
rate as a ſalutary controul. Gentlemen had gone but a very 
little way, indeed, in argument on the meaſure, when they | 
ſhewed only that it was a reſtriction. All government was a 
reſtriction laid on, not becauſe it was agrecable, but becauſe it 


was neceflary ; fo that when Gentlemen objected to theſe Bills, f 


that they woul doperate as a reſtraint, they only left the queſ- 
tion where they found it; for, by a parity of reaſoning, they 
might diſpoſe of all kind of ſocial reftriction whatfbever, and 
argue back to a diſſolution of the very elements of government, 
I he ſole queſtion was, whether, when a meaſure, though not 

good in itſelf, was productive of good by preventing evil, it 
ſhould or ſhould not be adopted? No reſtraint was good in the 
abſtract; yet it ſometimes happened (and it was a part of the 
| allotment of humaniry) that men were obliged to recur to a 
leſſer evil for prevention of a greater; it was in fact im- 
Miſa ENG VVV 
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poſſible for a free conſtitution to eſcape unhurt from an attack 
made upon it under colour of its own principles; it muſt ne- 
ceſſarily either fall under the attack, or be injured by that which 


was applied as its ſafeguard. Reſtrictions on monarchical gow 


vernments were not very ſenſibly felt; but when any part of a 
community employed for its deſtruction a portion of rights and 
power enjoyed by all, there was great danger; and they would 
only have to chuſe between two difficulties, namely, whether 
they would endure the utmoſt evil that unreſiſted, unreſtrained 
power might bring, or lay reſtrictions on the whole, in order 
to prevent its ruin by the abuſe of a part. | 2 
It was one of the conditions of his ſtate here, that man 
hardly ever had in his power to make choice between goods; 
very ſeldom indeed to chuſe between good and evil; but when 


put into the trying ſituation of chuſing between two evils, it 


was then his reaſon and his fortitude were called forth into ex- 
ertion, and his choice either depreſſed or elevated him above 
the ordinary level of his nature. In the preſent caſe, the ne- 
ceſſity of chuſing was rendered more unpleaſant when, by re- 
ſorting to the remedy which wiſdom pointed out, they incur- 
red the danger of offending thoſe who were ſo very warmly 
attached to the conſtitution, as to view every thing that ap- 
proached it with jealouſy, and who, in the fervour of their at- 
tachment to that object, would incur the danger of ruin to the 


whole of it, rather than ſuffer a temporary encroachment upon 


_ a part; ſtill more unpleaſant was it rendered, if, as had been 
obſerved, pains were taken to miſrepreſent the intention of 
| thoſe who attempted it. Vet, under thoſe difficulties, would 


it be right to abſtain wholly from the attempt? Should they be 


deterred, under ſuch circumſtances, from the adoption of that 
which they thought ringt: 

Into this dilemma, which he confſeſſed was an arduous one, 
the Houſe were led by the principles of certain ſocieties ; prin- 
ciples the growth of . tranſplanted into Britiſh ſoil, but 
which, he was ſure, never would find their way into that Houſe. 
Thoſe principles, ſo far from being congenial, were hoſtile to 


the conſtitution, and. ridiculed it as a ſyſtem of ſlavery; held 
that our government was an uſurpation of the rights of the 


people, the adminiftration of it altogether corrupt; and that, if 
even the legiſlature ſhould agree to the favourite project of re- 
form, it was an act of  uſurpation in them to attempt it. 
Under the influence of thoſe French principles, the Britiſh ſo- 
cieties, and their numerous adherents, entertained a gloomy” 


and fanatical averſion to every thing Engliſh, threw contempt 


upon our fleets and armies, deſpiſed and maligned -the courage 


* 


of 
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of Engliſhmen, and even affected to doubt it; While every 
thing that bore a reſemblance to Engliſh became an object of 
their averſion, even the American conſtitutton, democratic 
though in fact it was, was reprobated, becauſe it bore ſome re- 
' ſemblance to that of Great Britain, and had paid too much 
regard to property, and too much reſpect to religion. Nay, 


the preſent conſtitution of France itſelf, inaſmuch as it was 
ſuppoſed to bear ſome faint reſemblance to the Britith, fell into 
utter dilgrace with them on that account. Thus the ſocieties 
felt, and thus they expreſſed, themſelves while they were let 


alone; but no ſooner did they find parliament were preparing 


to repreſs their preſumption and miſchievous projects by a coer- 
cive law, than they turned ſhort round, changed their tone, 
and flew into the arms of that conſtitution which but the day 


preceding they deſpiſed, vilified, and denied the exiſtence of; 


attributing to its perfections more than ever had been to be 
found in any human inſtitution, and extolling its principles of 


liberty to that romantic and extravagant exceſs, that it con- 
tained within itſelf that freedom which was to be its own 


deſtruction. To that fituation Mr. Grant faid the arguments 
on the other ſide were reducible, that if they were founded in 


reaſon, nothing was to be done which could be attended with - 


the {lighteſt temporary inconvenience. Perhaps, the Gentle- 
men had ſome ſecret to impart, ſome new mode of legiſlating, 
by which every good might be attained without its conco- 
mitant evil, every advantage gained without ſome ſacrifice ; 


the conſtitution be preſerved from utter ruin, without weaken- 


wug it in any of its parts; and, in the preſent caſe, be left as 


5 perfect as it was before, after a law ſuitable to the demands and 


neceſlity of the time ſhould be paſſed. If the Gentlemen 
were poſſeſſed of ſuch a ſecret, it was unknown to him; and 


tze diſcloſure of ſuch a novelty in legiſlation could not fail of 
being ſatisfactory to the -Houſe. | ITS 


In many great ſtates it had been found neceſſary to recur to the 
moſt unlimited agency, and to yield to a temporary ſuſpenſion of 


all the powers and privileges of the people, for great and important 


purpoſes. Lo this extent, however, he hoped, and was ſure, Eng- 


land would reer have occaſion to recur, - It was, however, a 
principle which had never been diſputed, that it was fit to ſurren- 
der a (mall portion of freedom for a time, in order to fave the re- 
mainder of the whole. For his part, he would again repeat, 
that he did not hold out this as a ſpeculative improvement; on 


the contrary, he was convinced it was, to a certain degree, an 


_ evil in itſcls, and an infringement on the conſtitution. Theo- 
riſts in France had firſt maintained and acted on the . 


A 
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that all power lay in the people, and that the people could not 


diveſt themſelves of it; but they had at length arrived at ſuch a 


period of political improvement, as to hold, that when once 


the people had delegated their authority, no part of it remain- 
ed behind with them; that ta aſſemble for the redreſs of grie- 
vances, was an unlawful reaſſumption of their power; and that 
only an individual had a right to petition. Having never fol- 
lowed their theory in the firſt propoſition, he would not in the 
ſecond ; a legiſlature might according to his judgment deviate 
from its original purpoſes, while meetings of the people had 
this ſalutary effect, that whatever inequality there might be in 
their elective rights, it was amply counter- balanced by their 
right to meet and to petition. | | | 

There was no country in the world he was convinced, in 


which the direct ſenſe of the people had greater effect or 


weight than in Great Britain. He would, therefore, never 
think of propoſing to infringe upon that power, even an atom's 


length, for any purpoſe leſs than the preſervation of the bulk of 
that power. Gentlemen, indeed, had faid, that we were not 


reduced to the hopeleſs neceſſity of reſorting to any ſuch re- 


medy; it was however found that the Correſponding Society 


affiliating with France, was diſſeminating ſeditious principles, 
and carrying them as far as they could in effect; was it not then 
their duty to prevent them? would gentlemen ſay, that rather 
than reſort to a mode of prevention, trenching in a {mall de- 
gree on the rights of the people, they would leave theſe ſocie- 
ties at liberty to work the ruin of the conſtitution? _ 

Some Gentlemen had ſaid, that there were already laws ex- 
iſting to puniſh ſedition ; he was aware there were laws to pu- 


niſh it in ſolitary individuals; but were there laws ſtated to 


the preſent occaſion, when ſedition was carried on by thouſands 
upon ſyſtem ? he fancied the laws were inadequate to meet 


them all by fingle indictments. If, in conformity with the 


advice of one Gentleman on the other ſide, proſecutions were 
{ct on foot, an honourable friend of his would fay, No: 


_ multiplied puniſhments produce multiplied evils.“ 


How then were they to act? If the exiſting laws were to be 


thrown on the ſhelf, what then? Why, © conciliate, ſays 
another gentleman, (Mr. Lambton, ) and thus they were to be 
made the ſport of various and contradictory opinions. For his 
part, he hoped he did not arrogate too much to himſelf, when 
he ſaid that no man more admired lenity, or more ſteadily be- 


lieved in the happy effects of it, than himſelf: but lenity muſt. 


depend on circumſtances z and though there were very few, 
there certainly were ſome caſes where it could not poſſibly pro- 
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duce any good effect; for the Houſe muſt keep in mind that, 
in conciliatory meaſures, there muſt always be ſomething to 
concede, In the conteſt with America, had lenient meaſures 


been adopted in time, it would probably have been attended 


with the moſt beneficial and happy conſequences to the two 
countries; and it was under that imprefſion that many perſons 


to whom the country looked up to with the greateſt veneration 
earneſtly recommended it. In the difference which we had 


with Ireland, lenity and forbearance became adviſeable ; as the 


conceſſion of a free trade, whatever might be the right, was 
wilely acceded to, in order to preſerve the affections of that na- 
tion. What however did theſe ſocicties require? Nothing 
' leſs than the ſurrender of our religion, our property, and the 
whole of our conſtitution. 'T hat they demanded the deſtruction 
of the conſtitution was obvious: he did not miſrepreſent the 


fact, when he ſaid ſo. None who profeſſed the principles of 


Mr. Paine, and held them out for approbation and practice, 
could think they had any duty relative to the conſtitution but 
to deltroy it, as an uſurpation, and a ſyſtem not only inexpe- 
dient, but unlawful. , „%%% Th han 

When firſt French politics were imported into England, 


the oninion was, that the rights of man were paramount to, 


and mutt take place. of all other principles ; and that the 
will of the majority was to decide againſt the dictates of 


judgment and underſtanding ; that is to ſay that however ig⸗ 


noran', unletiered, and void of intellect, the majority might 
be, an inferior number, compoſed of men of wiſdom, learn- 
ing, and experience, muſt yield te them: this was the favou- 


rite doctrine; it was rebellion to argue againſt it, becauſe it 


was the will of the people. They ſoon found, however, that 
the will of the people was in favour of the conſtitution. 
They directly altered their ſyſtem, choſe to forget their prin- 
ciple of the right of majority, and it no longer remained a 
queſtion of will, but of right; that is to ſay, certain innate, 
natural rights, belonging to, inherent, and inſeparable from 
man; namely, univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments: 


and if there were only one hundred perſons in favour of it, 


and the reſt of the nation againſt it, it was tyranny in the 
majority to controvert the right. What conciliation then, he 
| aſked, could take place, when there was nothing to concede 
but their whole demand, the annihilation'of the conftitution ? 
Let the honourable gentleman (ſaid Mr. Grant) who has 
| Juſt fat down, and who propoſed conciliatory meaſures (Mr. 


Lambton) open the negociationg and let him fee whether he 


can compromiſe for lels than univerial ſuffrage and annual 
ITE: Rea SN Wares parliaments. 
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parliaments.” Was the houſe quite prepared for the purpoſes 
of conciliation, to difregard the will of the people, and impoſe 


on all the reſt that mode of Government, in order to ſatisfy . 


the few who demanded it? Suppoſing this effected, had. the 
honourable gentleman no other difficulties to encounter ? 
They might ſay that they were willing to let the monarchy 


alone; but it was not matter of choice with them; for their 


great oracle, Paine, had laid it down, that hereditary mo- 


narchy was not lawful; ſo that if the ſuffrage of the whole 


body of the people was for monarchy, there was no ſecurity 
againſt the attack of any ten men. Nay, Paine had aſſerted, 
that, in that point, they had not only no right to bind poſterity, 


but had no right to bind themſelves; for ſo great was the ab- 
ſurdity of monarchy, that even the ſovereignty of the people 


was not competent to effect or give it force. PL Er) 

T he only way, then, to conciliate, was to leave them to 
deſtroy the conſtitution. Could any man point out ſpecific 
terms of conceſſion in ſuch a caſe? Did the States of Ger- 
many conciliate with the Anabaptiſts, who claimed uaiverſal 
dominion on the rights of ſaints, as this body claimed the 
government of the country on the principles of the rights of 
man! No. When the deſcendants of the Saints had recourſe 
to arms, they were ſubdued by the Princes, and had ſince 
become as peaceable and ſubmiſſive ſubjects, as if they had 
never dreamed of ſuch abſurd and extravagant demands. 


Gentlemen had ſaid, this was not a caſe of ſo much urgency. 


as to ſtop the freedom of action; they could nevertheleſs not 
fail to ſee their danger. That danger had been characteriſed 
in the reſolutions - of both houſes: the evidence, which 
grounded them, ſhewed that the conduct of thoſe ſocieties 


tended to the diſſolution of Ke and the houſe had 
t 


their own (the ſocieties) authority that they were purſuing 
dangerous plans, not only with induſtry, but with ſucceſs. 
He would not enter into a nice inveſtigation of the facts, but 
ſay, that circumſtances of notoriety concurred to point aut 
the danger. Upon the ſame foundation the Committee 
adopted, he went. If the ſurrender to be made was equal 
to the value gained, the ſituation was truly deplorable: gen- 
tlemen would fee then the advantages of interference, before 
the ripened miſchief made the point to be gained more pre- 
carious, and the ſacrifice greater; they who would wait to 
let it ripen, would, if in Frente in 1792, ſay thus, © do 


not interrupt the Jacobins; let them go on till they do ſome 
miſchief, and then punith them.” And the morning of the 
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iſt of Auguſt would be the firſt effort to rebut their wicked 


machinations. _ 1 | 2 e 
_ He would not, he ſaid, fo far impoſe upon the people, as 
to ſay that this meaſure took nothing from them. He would, 
on the contrary, ſay, that it took that which he would not take, 


if he could avoid it; but it by no means merited the terms uſed 


by gentlemen on the other ſide, that it was a ſurrender of the 
conſtitution, and left nothing worth enjoyment-; that was a 


_ groſs miſtake, The right to petition was not a part of the 
conſtitution ; it was nothing in itſelf, but only a means to 


obtain an end; an inſtrument to operate on the legiſlature. 


It was ſurely better to give it up alone, than to give up both 


it and the conſtitution together; if the conſtitution went, it 
would be folly to ſuppoſe the right to petition would remain. 
Were all the benefits of the conſtitution lapped up in this 
one right? No! Eſtimate it as highly as gentlemen could, it 
was nothing when put in competition with liberty and conſti- 
tutional happineſs. Let the loſs of the conſtitution and its 
5 be compared with the loſs of the guard alone, and then 
et them determine on their choice. If he over- rated the dan- 


ger, gentlemen who thought ſo ſhould ſtate their eſtimate of 


it: that, however, they ſtudiouſly avoided; and whenever 
the ſubject naturally led to that point, they flew off from it to 
incidental topics. Not one gentleman on the other ſide had 
given his opinion on the quantum of the danger. Could the 
exiſtence of large bodies of men, uniting eee 0h 


and drawing in all the incidental bad humours of the ſtate to 


bear againſt the conſtitution, be denied? Could they be laud- 


able, good, or free from dangers? Would a revolution be a 


benefit? If thoſe ſocieties were purſuing laudable ends, why 
were they not encouraged? If the contrary, why ſhould they 
not be reſiſted? What undefined, ſtrange principle of action 
muſt that be, which neither merited applauſe, nor called for 
reſiſtance? He hoped gentlemen would candidly ſay, under 
which of thoſe claſſes they ſhould be ranked. Gentlemen 
had faid that the preſumptions g of guilty intentions in thoſe 


ſocieties had undergone à judicial diſcùſſion and held out a 


verdict as a proof that no danger exiſted: for his part, he had 
always {tudiouſly avoided that ſubject, and would not diſcuſs 
wheither verdicts had the operation of merely exempting from 
Pun«ihmenr, or reſtoring to innocence z-/ but ſurely no one 
wo Id contend, that, becauſe twelve men gave an opinion, 
the ouſe ſhould abandon all legiſlative judgment? Would it 
not be monſtrous, if, when the {tate of the . 
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for their protection ' againſt! thoſe numerous: ſocieties, they 
ſhould anſwer, We muſt do ſomething, becauſe twelve men 
have declared three of the ſociety not guilty, and therefore 
there can be no danger to ſubmit to ruin! We cannot ſave 
you? To this height, extravagant as it was, he maintained, 
the arguments of gentlemen on the other {ide carried it. 
Te next mode of getting rid of the ſubject adopted by 
gentlemen was ſaying, © diſcontent and diſaffection are the 
natural conſequences of the meaſures of Adminiſtration, the 
war, &c.“ On that he would ſay a word, and anſwer the 
argument by a ſimple queſtion, . Did the proceedings of thoſe 
ſocieties, or did they not, begin before the war? Did they 


not begin when there was no other ground of complaint or 
grievance but the conſtitution itſelf? Vet this was compared 


to the time of Charles I. who, by making innovations, was 
deſtroying the conſtitution, and would have left no liberty; 
and thereby raiſed diſt urbances, which he endeavoured to 
prevent by harſh puniſhments. It. was not for protecting, 
but for invading the conſtitution, that he incurred national 
reſentment: but it was the refuſal of the Parliament to inno- 
vate and deſtroy the conſtitution, which afforded matter of 
complaint and grievance to thoſe focieties. And while gen- 
tlemen inſiſt that the chief criminality of miniſters, which 
fomented thoſe diſturbances, was, that they had thrown the 
nation into war when in a ſtate of unexampled proſperity, 
they forget that it was in the midſt of that preſperity that thoſe 
ſocieties began their attacks on government. 


It had been ſaid, that miniſters had acted inconſiſtently in 


alarming the Houſe about danger, after having ſtated, in the 
Speech from the Throne, that the people were quiet. Before 
he ſpoke to this, he muſt ; obſerve, that there was a faſhion 
grown up of late, that made it impoſſible to ſtate a ſober pro- 
poſition, without fencing and guarding sit round with all its 
meanings and definitions. Miniſters had ſtated that the peo- 
ple were loyal, but that did not argue that there might not be 


one or more diſcontented. If a man ſtated that there was a2 


conſiderable degree of diſaffection in thoſe ſactious ſocities, 
then the conſtruction of government was, that the whole 
body of the people was diſaffected, the whole nation libelled, 
and all were to he deprived of their freedom. Each of thoſe, 
however, were nevertheleſs true in a reaſonable extent. It 
was certainly true that the great body of the people were well 


affected to the conſtitution; did it, however follow, that, be- 
cauſe the number of the diſaffected was ſmall, the majority 


mould not take meaſures to prevent the miſchie vous effects of 
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| their diſaffection? That was the very condition in which 
ſtrong meaſures ſhould be taken: this was à point inſiſted 
upon on a, ſimilar occaſion by the firſt philoſopher and ſtateſ- 
man of Rome, who ſaid that a body of conſpirators, of very 


{mall number, when compared with the bulk of the people, 


might ſhake the empire to its foundations. France, allo, af- 
forded an uſeful leſſon, how ſmall a portion of men had there 
produced the moſt ruinous effects. Paine himſelf ſtated, that 
ide firſt perſons who ſet on foot the revolution, were no more 
than ſeven, ſo deſpicable in talents, character and power, as 


not to be thought worth reſiſtance. 

If thoſe ſocieties proceeded on the model of their predeceſ- 
ſors, the Jacobins of Paris, and followed up their plans, they 
would eradicate all regard for the conſtitution, and deſtroy re- 
ſpect for every ſpecies of authority; not merely the authority 
of place and office, but the authority annexed totalents, which 


are as much the ſtrength of the ſtate, as any who authority 


derived from artificial inſtitutions. It would, indeed; be la- 


mentable, if ſuch mace a party againſt itſelf ; as it would be 


ridiculous to think, that if they could get the diſaffected to go 


certain lengths, they might then throw them off. Such men 
ſhould recollect, for their own inſtruction and guidance, that 
jf all that was wiſe, great, and virtuous in human nature, 
roſe up on one ſide, and the wretched libeller Marat, on the 

other, ſaid to the people, Be on your guard againſt the 
ariſtocracy of talents and wealth; you cannot ſuſpect me, 

who have neither talents nor views of ariſtocracy z—all would 
fink before him. To that ſtate, he ſaid, it was poſſible we 
might be brought. A right honourable gentleman, of the 
moſt ſplended talents, had, to be ſure, ſaid, that Engliſh minds 


were ſo conſtituted as to reſiſt ſuch examples; he believed he 


was, to a certain extent, right: but though they might be 
able, for ſome time, they could not be expected to feſiſt a 
Lonſtant addreſs to the paſſions, when aflailed in the moſt 
flattering way; not in the way of obedience to power, but 
of rights and reſiſtance to uſurpation. ore i we 
The very evils incident to life were attributed to govern- 
ment. Human nature itſelf might be brought into contempt, 
if its foul ſide was always produced, and its fair ſide put in 
the ſhade; and for thoſe innovators he would ſay, that Swilt's 
deſcription. of the Yahoos was as fair a repreſentation of hu- 
man nature, as the Correſponding Society's deſcription was of 


the conſtitution. Keep out of fight all that is beautiful and 


excellent, and the beſt work of creation might appear foul and 


deteſtible. If thoſe Societies and Lectures were permitted to 
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roceed farther, he would venture to predict, that the natural 


diſpofition of the Engliſh mind would undergo a complete and 
fatal change. The faſcination of the kind he complained of 
however flow, was inevitable in its effects. It had, indeed, 
been alledged, that there was a great diſparity between the 


French and Engliſh characters, and from this the concluſion 


was drawn, that however ſimilar the cauſes, the effects could 
not poſſibly be the ſame, He was ready, as well as bappy, 
to admit the diſparity of their characters; but he was far from 
being ſure that the worſt effects might not be produced by 
men of great rank and character, attempting to purſue public 
objects ſucceſsfully by the aſſiſtance of the multitude, The 


multitude, he believed, where ſeldom harangued with ſo much 


ſucceſs as when the ſpeakers addreſſed themſelves to their 
- ruling paſſi ons, when they attributed their inferior ſtations in 
life to the grindings of oppreſſion, aſcribed every incidental 


evil to which human nature is expoſed to the errors and 
wickedneſs of the government, and, without ever adverting 


to their duties, enflamed them with extravagant notions 
of their rights, | 4 | | 3 


„ 


entertained ſo high a notion of metaphyſical theories in go- 


verument, that the erected an edifice of her own, in contempt 


of thoſe muſty fabries, projected and matured by the experi- 
mental wiſdom of ages. So greatly had this ephemerial pro- 


duction been admired and applauded in this country, that, 


three years ſince, he ſhould have been cenſured by ſome 
gentlemen, and thought two ſanguine if he had ventured to 
predict that it would not outlive the old and venerable fabrick 


of the Britiſh conſtitution. "They even then theorized upon 
theories, and tfied the wonderful exerciſe of the Rights of 


Man, building their conſtitution upon the ſovereignty of the 
people, and the will of the majority. "They ſuppoſed, that if 
the maſs of a nation was aſſembled, and the people of wiſdom, 
experience, ſenſe, and erudition, ranged upon one fide, with 
the fooliſh, the giddy, and the idle, oppoſed to them on the 


other, if the latter was more numerous, their will ſhould be 


obeyed. As it might well have been forſeen, this experiment 
had only proved the futility of ſuch theories; and yet gentle- 
men would till perſiſt in encouraging ſuch abfurd as well as 
miſchievous opinions. | | 


Mr. Grant, in glowing colours, deſcribed the miſeries which 
taoſe ſymptoms had produced, in France; the oppreſſion of 
the people; the dethronement, impriſonment, and ſubſequent 


Pr 


France, he ſaid, like the ſocieties in queſtion, at one time 
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extinction of religion, which he wiſhed the gentlemen on the 
other ſide to weigh well in their minds: conſidering the Bill 


às a meaſure of protection, and not of prohibition, at leaſt in 

the ſtricteſt and worſt meaning of that word, he ſaid he ſhould 
vote againſt the motion. He apoligized to the Houſe for 
having been led into much greater length than he originally 
intended, by the various ideas that had ſuggeſted themſelves 
as the different topicks came under his review, and reminded 
the Houſe, that, although he thought it right to ſupport the 
Bills, he admitted them to be an infringement; though he 
was convinced that they would operate not, as was ſaid, as a 
ruinous reſtriction upon the conſtitution, but as a ſalutary 
protection of that glorious fabric. | 


MI. Grant's ſpeech was liſtened to with profound attention, 


and was admitted by the Houſe in general to have been the ableſt 
and — ingenious argument that had been urged in ſupport of 
„ 5 nt 57, | | OT 

Mr. Fox faid, he had liſtened with fincere pleaſure, in com- 
mon with every man in the Houſe, to the able and eloquent 
ſpeech delivered by the learned gentleman who had juſt fat 
down. He reſpected the talents of that learned gentleman, and 
admired his ingenuity. Nor did he mean any thing in the 


leaſt difreſpeCtiul to the maſterly diſplay of both, which he 


had made on the preſent occaſion, when he ſaid, that though 
his ſpeech was full of argument, and replete with eloquence, 
2 man might ſafely ſubſcribe to every ſratement he had brought 
forward, and every concluſion he had drawn, and yet vote 
na againſt the preſent Bill. | V 

_ The ingenuity of the honourable gentlemen had, indeed, 
made no inconſiderable impreſſion upon the Houſe ; though 
his arguments ſeemed not fo much to bear on the principle of 
the Bill under immediate diſcuſſion, as on the general/ policy 
of legiſlation. He felt the difficulty therefore in replying 
to a ſpeech of that nature. Able and extenſive as it had been, 
he was not in the leaſt diſpoſed, nor did he believe any ſober 
politician would be inclined to controvert the principles laid 
. down. by the honourable gentleman in the beginning of his 
. fpeech. His poſition was, that, at a time of conſiderable 
danger, it was proper to give up part of the conſtitution, in 


order to ſecure the remainder. That maxim abſtractedly con- 


fidered, was incontrovertible; before it could have any weight 
however, when applied in a practical view, it was necellary to 
prove the exiſtence of the danger, its extent and magnitude; it 
would alſo be neceſſary to ſhew, that the remedy called for was 
exactly a ſurrender of that portion of the canſtitution which 
it might be proper to ſacrafice, and not more than the age 


0 
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of the object to be ſecured, - The degree of conſtraint which 
government was to impoſe, could be the only ground of doubt 
and difference of opinion. That government was in its ap- 
plication a ſyſtem of reſtraint upon human action, was clear 
and undeniable. It was important, however, to conſider 
well the quantity and the quality of the reſtraint which cir- 
cumſtances might require, 33 
The honourable gentleman had complained, that it was the 
temper of the times to take every general principle as meant 
to apply univerlally, and to faſten upon the perſon who em- 
ployed it all the abſurd conſequences which might ariſe from 
ſuch ah application. He admitted the truth of the obſerva- 
tion, and was convinced that no man had better reaſon to 
complain than himſelf. The honourable gentleman had 
accuſed gentlemen on that fide of the Houſe of wiſhing 
to produce this dilemma, either that the people were ani- 
mated by an univerſal ſpirit of loyalty, or that they were 
_ inflamed: with a ſpirit of diſaffection. He had never faid 
that the people were completely harmonious in their po- 
litical ſentiments or opinions, or that no diſcontent prevailed. 
It had, however, been often ſtated on his fide of the Houſe, and 
he would call upon the honourable'gentleman to ſay, whether 
he believed the ſpirit of diſatisfaction was greater or leſs at 
_ preſent than it had been previous to the war! He had never 
ſtated, becauſe he hag never believed, that the ſtate of public 
affairs was wholly without danger. If it was allowed to be 
greater, to what cauſe was the increaſe to be attributed? He 
was ſurely entitled to-preſume that it was occaſioned by the 
diſcontents excited by an impolitic and unjuſt war; by the 
| meaſures of a corrupt, incapable adminiſtration ; and that it 
was aſcribeable to the complicated miſeries ariſing from the 
decay of commerce, and the preſſure of . famine, into which 
the country had been plunged. The war then had procuced 
an effect directly the reverſe of that ſtated by miniſters them- 
ſelves as the chief reaſon for triumphing in its ſucceſs. If 
on the other hand, the ground of apprehenſion was leſs, why 
were the ſacrifices required for public ſecurity to be increaſed ? 
He aſked pardon of. the Houſe for the repetition in which he 
indulged; but when the fame arguments came from the op- 
polite bench, and the ſame objections were offered to gentle- 
men on his fide of the Houſe, he could not forbear repeating 
that material queſtion. _ 855 3 


With regard to the point of danger, of which the Honoura- 
ble Gentleman was fo anxious to have a ſpecific declaration of 
his ſentiments, he had always ſtated, that ſome diſcontent ex- 
Voi. . 299% ¶»—UmNri UT ER 
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iſted, which might not be unworthy of attention, but which 


would never juſtify the legiſlative remedies. propoſed, The 


Honourable Gentleman had affected to treat as a paradox the 
obſervation of his honourable friend, (Mr. Lambton,) that the 
danger of an attack was often created by the injudicious mode 
of defence. If it was a paradox however, it was one of thoſe 


which frequent experience proved to be true. Who could 


deny that many political evils were rendered deſperate by the 
abſurd methods purſued to remedy or to remove them. Wis 
the honourable gentleman ſo much more of a whig than him- 
ſelf, as to impute the whole evils of the civil wars, and the re- 
ſiſtance to Charles I. to which the nation owed its liberties, to 
the conduct of that ill-fated monarch ? Did the honourable 

ntleman believe all theſe calamitics were to be aſcribed to the 
I Wy of ſhip-money, or of various other acts of that prince? 
Had there not been at that time a body of perſons, previouſly 
 Inimical to the conſtitution z and was not the attack upon the 


monarchy rendered formidable, and even tragical in the event, 


by the rigorous meaſures which rendered the breach ircepara- 
ble? The honourable gentleman had alſo mentioned the caſe 
of the Americans. When that unfortunate diſpute was firſt 
agitated, and when he heard ſcraps of pamphlets, and papers, 
read, to prove that there was a ſettled deſign formed, to ſhake 
off the connection with this country, he had never been fo un- 
qualified a ſupporter of America, as to aſſert that no ſuch 
deſigns were entertained, He was convinced, however, that 
thoſe who had conceived the project of ſeparating from the 
mother country were few indeed. By injurious attempts to 


remedy the evils then complained of, the cataſtrophe which it 


was intended to prevent was. realiſed.  _ | 
That honourable gentleman had recurred to the fallacy fo 
often anſwered, of which gentlemen on his fide were accuſed, 
that they aſcribed the diſcontents to the meaſures of his 
majeſty's miniſters. The honourable gentleman aſked, did not 
theſe diſcontents exiſt before the war, to which much of the 
diſcontent was imputed, had been commenced ? Here again 
he would recall the two examples he had alread employed. 
In the times of Charles the Firſt there might Lies exiſted 


cauſes of diſſatis faction, which, nevertheleſs, the extravagant 
pretences of that prince, and the impolicy of his miniſters, in 
urging them, carried to that height which proved ſo fatal to 
themſelves. | At one period a compromiſe with America was 
practicable, but the opportunity of conciliation was loſt, and 
the d-ſperate ſyſtem purſued in this. country forever cut off all 
hopes of that compromiſe being effected. A, EE It 
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It had been ſaid, that much danger was to be apprehended 


from that party hoſtile to the conſtitution drawing to itſelf all 


the diſcontented perſons of the country. If the ſtrength of this 
party depended upon the diſcontent which a bad government 
IT and as the worſt adminiſtration neceflarily would 
occaſion the moſt diſcontent, he would defy any man to 

deny that a great part of the ill humour aroſe from the bad 


— 


conduct of miniſters, If the diſcontented were compoſed cf : 


two kinds, thoſe who were enemies to the conſtitution, and 
thoſe who, from a ſpirit of diſcontent, joined their party and 
encreaſed its number, correct the abuſes which had been fo 
much the ſubject of complaint, introduce moderation and œco- 
nomy in the public expenditure, and banith that corruption 
which had 5 7 into the repreſentative body. Such a pro- 
ceeding would ſeparate thoſe from the diſaffecte d who were 


diſpleaſed with abuſes, and at the ſame time reconcile thoſe to | 


the conſtitution who had been alienated by its defects, 
The nonourable gentleman, in animadverting on what had 
Leen ſaid to come from gentlemen on his fide, had only engen- 
dered a monſtrous docirine to ſhow his dexterity in e 


it. It had never been ſaid much leſs contended that the ver- 
dict of juries on the ſtate trials had proved that no ſeditious 
practices exiſted, but many has the traiterous conſpiracy was 


proved to be ill-founded. He had no heſitation to declare that 
1e conſidered the verdict of the jury on that point to be of 
more weight than the report of the ſecret committee. The 
honourable gentleman had attempted to point out an inconſiſt- 
ency between the language at preſent held, and that which 


they had heard upon the report of the ſecret committee. The 


honourable gentleman likewiſe had confounded a variety of cir- 
_ cumftances, and, from the, reſult of his own combinatigns, en- 
deavoured ta fix on his fide of the Houſe that inconſiſtency 
which he had firft invented, and then urged as a charge of in- 
coden 8 NEAL 5 2 

Wich regard to the degree of dan: er the honourable gentle- 
man imputed to the correſponding and other facteties, princi- 
ts: which he charged upon no authority, it was impoſſible to 
xlicve that, among the whole, there was a majority unfavour- 
able to monarchy. They might, inceed, have profeſied to 
maintain the doctrine of annual partiamen:s, and univerſal ſuf- 
frage. Theſe principles, however, were not borrowed from 
the French; they had been inculcated in diſcourſes and wri- 
tings, by reſpectable characters in Great Britain many years 
lince; and if they contained the evil imputed to them, the 


F tench might complain, with more juſtice, that they had been 
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imported into France from this country. Thoſe ſocieties, the 


hondourable gentleman had obſerved, muſt have ſome determi. 
nate object; either they were deſerving of encouragement, or 
of diſapprobation. Could there, he exclaimed be no diviſion 
of men, or opinions, which they might overlook, without be- 
ing cenſured for their approbation, or accuſed for their ne- 
glet? Muſt the intolerance of French politics be adopted, 
which permits no minority, but which proceeds to violence, 
bloodſhed, and extermination? There were many opinions 
which it was indifferent to approve, or to condemn; and the 
dilemma which the honourable gentleman employed was the 
molt abſurd and ridiculous that had ever been framed : was 
a man bound to attack every opinion different from his 
Own? He had never been an adyocate for annual parliaments 
yet that opinion had been avowed and maintained at various 


periods within this century. By the tories it was held as 2 | 


favourite doctrine; and it had been faid that the reſtoration of 
that ſyſtem was a part of the plan of politics taken up in the be, 
ginning of the preſent reign, though that condition had never 
been obſerved. Inftead, then, of attempting to legiſlate on 
this ſubject, it would be moſt proper to allow the public to 
judge for themſelves, and truſt to the good ſenſe of the Englith 
nation. He had ſtated all his opinions. He had never eva- 
ded an explicit declaration. It was now to be conſidered how 
far the Bill was applicable to the object it profeſſed to have in 
view. If Engliſhmen had been ſeduced from their attachment 
to the conſtitution, how could it be reſtored by the preſent 
Bills? Meetings might, indeed, be put a ſtop to, but a total 
communication of ſentiment could not be prevented. I be 
intercourſe of the mind would remain. If there were, as re- 
| Preſented by the honourable gentleman, ſomething ſo ſaſcina- 
ting inthe opinions it was to proſcribe, the proſpect was indeed 
. alarming. Good God Sir! ſaid Mr. Fox, in ſuch a caſe, 
what muſt be the horrors of our ſituation, when, in addition 

do its other evils, this dateſtable Bill ſtrong as the meaſure is 
is found to be inadequate to its purpoſe ? : Bo 
'The honourable gentleman had, he obſerved, treated with a 
degree of contempt an opinion of his honourable friend, (Mr. 
e of habits, government, and cha- 


0 
racter, would prevent Pont, of this country from ever 
finking into the horrors to which the French unprepared for 
freedom, had been expoſed. Did the right honourable gentle- 

man think that the negroes of the plantations, or the ſubjects 
of Ruſſia, Turkey, or Germany, were capable of that liberty 
with which an Engliſhman might be indulged? It was 2 
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fair, therefore, to reaſon from Frenchmen to Engliſhmen, or to 
argue that in ſuch diſſimilar circumſtances the ſame events 
would take place. Was the honqurable gentleman correct 
in his information concerning the French revolution? The ef- 
fects of the jacobin elub produced, perhaps, terrible effects 
upon minds not prepared for to great a change. Yet many of 
thoſe events, to which their future diſaſters were owing, ſuch _ 
as the depriving the clergy of their lands, and the nobility of 
their titles, took place previous to the eſtabliſhment, at lcaſt to 
the credit and authority of the jacobin club, __ No 
The learned gentleman had ſtated, that the whole of the 
confuſton which had delolated France had ariſen from the Jaco. 
bin clubs ; that the number of them were few, and that th⸗ 
original republican club in Paris conſiſted only of ſeven mem- 
bers, and that they afterwards produced the revolution of the 
roth of Auguft, 1792. Would that learned gentleman ſeri- 
_ oully ſay he believed it rational to frame a legiflative provition 
which was to affect a whole nation, with reſpect to the moſt _ 
important part of its rights, on the ground of the determination 
of feyen perſons? The revolution in France was not to be ac- 
counted for in that manner, nor was that the period at which 
they were to date its commencement. When, then, was the 
period? What was the cauſe of the revolution of the jh of 
Auguſt, 1792 ? Be it remembered that he was no advocate for 
the conduct of the jacobins; no liberal man would accuſe | 
him of it; though he knew he muſt put up with that ill found- 
ed charge from others, Let them inquire into the cauſe of the 
ſucceſs of the jacobins in France ; ſuch an enquiry was necef- 
ſary in order to be able to follow the arguments of the learned 
gentleman upon that ſubject. He would fay then, that thy 
were concluding irrationally indeed, if they ſaid it was owing 
entirely to the doctrine of the jacobins that the horrors of thar 
day were exhibited, or that they were the eauſe of the dreadful 
cataſtrophe of the late unfortunate monarch of that country; a 
prince whoſe cruel fate might induce them to overlook the er- 
rors of his reign. In fact his fate was in a great degree o- 
ing to his avowed connection with the nobility of that country; 
a nobility whoſe views were hoſtile to the intereſts of the peo- 
ple. He believed the king and his miniſters were guilty of 
| e wh was attempted at that time againſt the people. 
Suppoſing even that they were not, he would aſk, was not the 
| ſuſpicion that they were guilty, a great cauſe of the revolution 
of the xoth of Auguſt, 1792? at that time the king's brother 
had left him; and the ſituation of his family, and their conneę- 
tion with the houſe of Auſtria, then known to be enemies to 
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the government of France, were ſo well aſcertained, that their 
objects could not be doubted. Did not theſe circumſtances give 
ample room for ſuſpicion, on the part of the French, as to the 
Intentions of the king, and thoſe miniſters by whoſe council he 

was ſo fatally guided? If this were Ne he had a right to 


ſay, that the cataſtrophe was no more accelerated by the wick- 
edneſs of thoſe who attacked, than by the baſeneſs and folly of 


mole enge. TS 5 
The learned gentleman had obſerved, that if he had ſaid 
ſome years ago, that the then conſtitution of France would 


not Jaſt fo long as our own, he ſhould, by many, have been 


treated as a. perſon who ſpoke in a very viſionary. and idle 


manner. In what company that gentleman had been, or 


from whoſe ſentiments he formed that conjecture, Mr, Fox 
_ fFaid, he did not know; if the learned eee had alluded 
to bim, he had never ſaid any thing like it. On the con- 

trary, he had always ere d ben. profeſſed a different doc- 
trine; would any man aſſert, that although he had often ſaid, 
that the firſt French revolution was a glorious event, he had 
aſſerted, that the ſyſtems which had been built upon that re- 
volution were good? So far from it, the moſt moderate of 


them appeared to him to be unſtable at leaſt, That was his 


opinion; anc the right hon. gentleman oppoſite to him knew 
it to be ſo; in one particular inſtance, he had emphatically ſo 
pronounced it. He meant to allude to a motion made for a 
Reform of Parliament. On that occaſion, he had ſtated it as 


| his opinion, and he had not changed it, that an old edifice, 


well altered and repaired, was more likely to be durable, than 
one built on an entirely new conſtruction, of the ſtructure of 
which they had no experience. That was his opinion then, 


and it was his opinion at the preſent ; the learned gentle - 


man's alluſion to opinions, therefore, if directed to him, was 
unfairly directed, and the ſarcaſm ill applied. 
he reſt of the learned gentleman's fpeech was what was 
commonly called pathetic, and he thought it neceſſary to take 
ſome notice of parts of it. He had ſtated, that if there was 


a violent party in this country, who pretended to have in view 


the deſtruction of the power of miniſters, and the correction 


of abuſes, and they ſhould once ſucceed, they would not {top 
there; that not only the miniſter would be the object of their 
fury, but they would aim at the deſtruction of others who 


had any authority in the country from their talents, inde» 


pendent. of any connection with the government. If the 


| learned gentleman did him the honour to include him under 
that claſs, he would tell him plainly, the caution to him was 
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needleſs; by ſuch an obſervation the learned gentleman only 


brought to his mind what, indeed, had been but ſeldom abſent 
from it for many years. If ever,” ſaid he, © thoſe perſons 


who wilh' to deſtroy the conſtitution of this country, as was 
done in the French revolution, by rapine and plunder, by 


carnage and defolation, ſhould become a triumphant party 


here, tho* I may not be the firſt, I am well convinced I hail 
not be the laſt object of popular fury.” If ever the day 


ſhould come, which God avert, when mens? lives ſhould be 


ſubject to that ſort of popular fury, Mr. Fox faid, he thought 
there were others who would go before him, and thoſe were 
the authors of the preſent meaſures; and from that time, in 
his conſcience, he believed, his life would be ſhort indeed; 


and therefore the learned (gentleman need not warn him upon 


that ſubject. He ſaw that danger clearly; but he was not 


one of thoſe who looked at the danger on one fide only. The 


learned gentleman had ſail, if he joined bad men, he could 
not ſhake off his companions, nor check their exceſs; a truth 
which hiſtory confirmed. Was it not true on the other 


* 


fide alſo? If it be true, that if he acted with men of bad 


principles, the effect of ſuch a junction might be, that thoſe 
who had ſerved them in a particular cauſe might have no 
power to reſiſt their fury. Was it not, however, undeniably 
true, that thoſe who join a particular miniſter, and aſſiſt him 
in his attempts to deſtroy the conſtitution of the country, 


would feel the ſame inability to check the progreſs of his am- 


bition? Was it not as clearly true, if he had lent his aſſiſtance 
to bring about that euthanaſia of the conftitution, that he 
muſt afterwards yield his life to that curſed power who had 


affected the deſtruction of their country? He believed the . 


time was not very diſtant, when thoſe who had lent the mini- 


ſter, he would call, very honourable affiftance, would not deny 


that they were become his perſonal ſlaves. He believed that 


ſome of them had felt it, and he thought he had ſeen ſome 


ſymptoms of that fact already. Certain gentlemen ſmiled at 


this; he did not mean to fay any thing that could be deemed a 
perſonal degradation to them, if they did not feel it for theme 


ſelves. But when he ſaw, day after day, and year after year, 


a ſyſtem purſued,” which tended to bring this country to that 


euthanaſia predicted by Hume, he could not fay he was willing 
to be an aſſiſtant in its accompliſhment. 
miſchief, which was dreaded by the junction of men, who 


only wanted to reform abuſes, with thoſe who wiſhed the de- 


ſtruction, he would apply the remedy propoſed by Mr: Burke, 
in the caſe of our diſpute wich America: that maſtezly poli- 


'tician 
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tician had ſaid on that occaſion, that he would wiſh to ſepa- 
rate the Americans. Not by ſeparating the north from the 


ſouth, not by ſeparating the eaſt and weſt, not by ſeparating 


Boſton from Philadelphia, but by ſeparating thoſe who were 
merely diſcontent with the abuſes of the conſtitution, and 
thoſe who had a hatred for it, and wiſhed its total deſtruc- 
tion. Thelearned gentleman had aſked, in what manner they 
ſhould enter into a negociation with tneſe diſcontented per- 
ſons? He believed there would be ſome difficulty in knowing 
with whom to treat. As to the queſtion, how we ſhould 
treat? his anſwer was, by conciliation. This would be 
done, as Mr, Burke had ſaid, by ſeparating them, How were 
they to be ſeparated? By ſetting about to correct abuſes in 
earneſt, as much as poſſible, whether in that houſe, or in any 
other part of the government. This would remove all ground 


of jealouſy and diſcontent on the part of thoſe who loved the 


conſtitution, and who wiſhed only to ſee the abuſes eradicated; 
and this would deſtroy the alliance between them and thoſe 
| who really harboured a hatred for the conſtitution itſelf, This 
was the ſort of ſeparation which Mr. Burke recommended 
with regard to the Americans; and this was the ſeparation 
which he would recommend, of the diſcontented in the 
country, at this time. Strike out the bad part of our pre- 


ſent ſyſtem, add to the beautiful parts, if that be poſſible ; but, 


at all events, ſtrike out the bad ones; and then, although 
they ſhould not reconcile to their ſyſtem, thoſe who hated the 


conſtitution itſelf, they would deprive them of their force, by 


taking away the arguments, by which they prevailed on good 
-men to join them, and by which alone they could ever become 
formidable; namely, that of ſtating the abuſes of our conſti- 

tution as they ſubſiſted in practice at preſent. What were 
the arguments that theſe men made uſe of to gain to their 


party thoſe who loved the conſtitution, and which had been 


faid by the learned gentleman to be fo ſeducing? Topics of 
abuſes in the. conſtitution! Reform theſe abuſes, and they 
took thoſe ſeducing arguments away. It was, indeed, the 
Whole of their argument; for as to their theory of govern- 
ment, that he was ſure would not make any deep impreſſion 


on the body of the people, who had too much good ſenſe 


to be miſled by ſuch egregious fallacies. re, 
The learned gentleman, in one patt of his ſpeech, and 
only in one, ſeemed to have a reference to the Bill 


| before the houſe. The learned gentleman admitted that the 


before 


houſe was going to make a facrifice by the meaſure i 


c 
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them ; but had contended that what was retained of the rights 
of the people was ſtill of higher value; the hiſtory of go- 
vernments was certainly better than theory ; in this, therefore, 


he agreed with the learned gentleman, He did not, how- 


ever agree with him, that what they were to retain was ſu- 


rior to what they had to loſe, if the Bill were paſſed into a law. 


That which was to be taken away was the foundation of the 


building. It might, indeed, be ſaid, that there were beauti- 


ful parts of the building ſtill left. The ſame might be ſaid of 
another building that was undermined: here is a beautiful 


hall, there is a beautiful ſaloon ; there is a fine drawing- room, 


here are elegant paintings'; there elegant and ſuperb furniture, 
here an extenſive and well- choſen library. If the foundation 
were undermined, there could be nothing to reſt upon, and 
the whole edifice muſt ſoon fall to the ground. Such would 
be the caſe with our conſtitution, if the Bill ſhould paſs into 
2 law. Our government was valuable, becauſe it was free. 
What, he begged gentlemen to aſk themſelves, were the 
fundamental parts of a free government? He knew there 


was a difference of opinion upon that ſubject, His own 


opinion was, that freedom did not. depend upon the executive 
government, nor upon the adminiſtration of juſtice, nor upon 
any one particular or diftia& part, nor even upon forms, ſo 
much as it did on the general freedom of ſpeech and writing. 
With regard to freedom of ſpeech, the Bill before the houſe 
was a direct attack upon that freedom. No man dreaded the 
_ uſe of an univerſal propoſition more than he did himſelf; 
he muſt nevertheleſs ſay, that ſpeech ought to be completely 
free, without any reſtraint whatever, in any government pre- 
tending to be free. By being completely free, he did not mean 
that a perſon ſhould not be liable to puniſhment for abuſing that 
freedom, but he meant freedom in the firſt inſtance, The 
preſs was ſo at preſent, and he rejoiced it was fo; what he 
meant was, any man might write and print what he pleaſed, 
although he was liable to be puniſhed, if he abuſed that free- 


dom; this he called perfect freedom in the firſt inftance, If. 


ts were neceſſary with regard to the preſs, it was ſtill more 
lo with regard to ſpeech. "An imprimatar had been talked of, 
and it would be dreadful enough; but a dicatur would be till 
more horrible. No man had been daring enough to fay, that 
the preſs ſhould not be free: but the Bill before them did 


not, indeed, puniſh a man for ſpeaking, it prevented him 
from ſpeaking, For his own part he had never heard of 


any danger ariſing to a free ftate from the freedom of the 
preſs, or freedom of ſpeech ; ſo far from it, he was perfectly 


: Vor. I, 1795. 2 23 clear 
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clear that a free ſtate. could not exiſt without both. The 
learned gentleman had faid, would they not preſerve the 
remainder by giving up this liberty? He admitted, that, by 
paſſing of the Bill, the people would have loft a great deal. 
A great deal!“ faid Mr. Fox, © Aye, all that is worth pre- 
ſerving. For you will have loſt the ſpirit, the fire, the free- 
dom, the boldnefs, the energyjot the Britiſh character, and with 
them its beſt virtue. I fay, it is not the written law of the 
conſtitution of England, it is not the law that is to be found 
in books, that has conſtituted the true principle of freedom in 
any country, at any time. No! itis the energy, the boldneſs 
of a man's mind, which prompts him to ſpeak, not in pri- 
vate, but in large and popular aſſemblies, that conſtitutes, that 
creates, in a ſtate, the ſpirit of freedom. This is the principle 
which gives life to liberty; without it the human character is 
a ſtranger to freedom. 7 5 5 . | 
ee have heard it ſaid of the right honourable gentleman op- 

pofite to me, that he is now endeavouring to kick down the 
| Jadder by which he advanced to eminence. It is not him, it is 
England herſelf, that is now kicking down the ladder by which 
ſhe has ariſen to wealth. I am ſorry I mentioned wealth firſt; 
by which, I ſay, ſhe has ariſen to wealth, to honour, to fame, 
to glory, and to happineſs ; and is now kicking down that lad- 
der, the freedom of ſpeech, by which ſhe has ariſen to that 
eminent and envied happineſs, although now becoming the 
derifion and contempt of the whole globe ! It was by this lad- 
der ſhe became the envy of the reſt of the world, —— 


Sic fortis Etruria crevit. 
Scilicet, et rerum facta eft pulcherrima Roma. 3 
How did we riſe into our eminence? By the written law? 
No! By the boldneſs of the Engliſh character ariſing out of the 
freedom of ſpeech. 'I'his is the principle which led you on 
to fame, If you abandon it, your fall, indeed, will not bein 
an inſtant, but it will not on that account be the leſs certain. 
The learned gentleman has appealed. to Rome, It was the 
ſpirit, the energy, which I am deſcribing, which elevated Rome | 
to what ſhe was, once the miſtreſs of the world; it was on the 
| Joſs of that ſpirit that ſhe fell; and I have no doubt but that her 
liberties were declining in the reign of Auguſtus, as ours are 
now; that ſome man of genius would ſay, Behold theſe ſuperb 
marbles, this elegant building, theſe beautiful forms of ſtate.— 
| | Tum tutus bos prata perambulat, = 4 5+ 9 | 

This was flattery to Auguſtus; to that great deſtroyer of the 
liberties of mankind, as much an enemy to freedom, as any 0 
the deteſtable tyrants who ſucceeded him. So with us, We _ 
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to be flattered with an account of the form of our government, 


by king, lords, and commons—— © 
Eadem Magiſtratuura vocabula. | 


There were ſome then, as there are now, who ſaid that the 


energy of Rome was not gone; they now ſay that we have 


king, lords, and commons; we have juries; and therefore we 
are ſtill free; but I fay, take away the freedom of ſpeech, 

which 1s the principal, and your fall is certain, your death in- 
_ evitable. As a tree, that is injured at the root, and the bark 
taken off, the branches may live for a while, ſome ſort of bloſ- 
ſom may {till remain; but it will ſoon wither, decay, and pe- 
riſh: ſo, it is true, you may ſeem to have ſome parts * 


beautiful; but, take away the freedom of ſpeech, or of writing, . 


and the foundation of all your freedom is gone; you will then 
fall, and be degraded and deſpiſed by all the world for your 
weakneſs and your folly, for not taking care of that which con- 


ducted you to all your fame, your greatneſs, your glory, and 


your happineſs. Before this happens, let the people once more 
be tried. J am a friend to taking the ſenſe of the people, and 
therefore a friend to this motion. I wiſh for every delay that 


is poſſible in this important and alarming buſineſs. I with for 


this adjournment——. | 

— *  Spatium requiemque furori. | . 
Let us put a to ſtop the madneſs of this Bill; if you paſs it, 
you will take away the foundation of the liberty of England, 
and then farewel to any happineſs in this country.” 


Mr. Grant explained, and the queſtion was inſtantly called 


for, on which the Houſe divided. f 


Her „ „ 
71 OO 


Mijority , = 199 

The queſtion was then put on the ſpeaker's leaving the 
chair, and the Houſe again divided, 2 Rs. 
55% 8 

Mn „ 
„„ Majori y 20 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee on the (aid 
Bill for preventing ſeditious meetings; the chairman report- 
ed pro 
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Friday, 27th. Adjourned. 944 | _ 


greſs, and obtained leave to reſume the diſcuſſion on 
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L n of the Members who voted for Mr. Curwen's , 


on M. eſs 


Anſon, Thomas, Eſq. 
Lee, Antoine, William Eſq. 
Aubrey, Sir John, Baronet 
Barclay, George, Eſq. * 

© Bouverie, Honourable Edward 
'Burſh, Joſeph Randyll, Eſq. 

© Byng, George, Eſq. 
Barker, John Church, Eſq. 
Clayton, Sir Robert, Baronet 
Coke, Edward, Eſq. | 
Coke, Thomas William, Eſq. 
Courtenay, John, Eſq. 
Crewe, John, Eſq. 

_ Curwen, John Chriſtian, Eſq 25 
Dundas, Charles, Eſq. 


| Fetherftonhaugh, Sir Harry, Baronet ' 


_ Fitzpatrick, Right, Hon Richard 
Fletcher, Sir Henry, Baronet 
Foley, Honourable Edward 

Fox, Right Honourable Charles James 
5 Francis, Philip, Eſq. 

_ Gaſcoigne, Sir Thomas, Baronet 
Grey, Charles, Eſq. | 
Hare, James, Eſq. 

Harriſon, John, Eſq. 
Howard, Henry, Eſq. 
Huſſey, William, Eſq. 
ekyll, Joſeph, Eſq. 
ot Jervoiſe Clerke, Eſq. 

emp, 'Thomas, Eſq. 
Lambton, William Henry, Eſq, 
Lemon, Sir William, Baronet 
Lewes, Sir Watkin, Knight 
Luſhington, William, Eſq. 
Macleod, General 


Vovember 25. 
Martin, James, Eq. | 


Milbanke, Ralph, Eſq. 


Milner, Sir William Mordaunt, Bart, 
North, Dudley, Eſq. | 
Peirſe, Henry, Eſq, 
Philipps, John George, Eſq. 


Plumer, William, Eſq. 


Powlett, William Powlett, Eſq. 
Rawdon, Honourable John 

Ridley, Sir Matthew White, Baronet 
Robinſon, Morice, Eſq. 

Ruſſel, Right Honourable Lord John 
Ruſlel, Right Honourable Lord Wm, 
St. Andrew, St. John, Honourable 
Scudamore, John, Eſq. 

Sheridan, Richard Brinſley, 19 
Smith, General | 

Smith, William, Eſq. 

Spencer, Right Honourable Lord Rt, ; 
Stanley, John Thomas, Efq. 
Sturt, Charles, Efq. 


Sykes, Sir Francis, Baronet 
Sykes, Francis William, TT 25 


Tarleton, General 


Taylor, Seyeant, Eſq,” 


Taylor, Michael Angelo, Eſq. 
Tempeſt, Sir Henry Vane Baronet 
Townſhend, Rt. Honourable Lord }. 
Vyner, Robert, Eſq. 

Weſtern, Charles Callis, Eſq. 
Wharton, John, Eſq. 

Whitbread, Samuel, jun. Eſq, 
Wilbraham, Roger, Eſq. 


Winnington, Sir Edward, Baronet 


Wyndham, Honovrable Percy Charles 
Wynne, Robert Watkins Elqs 
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| CONTAINING 


| TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 
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MINUTES of the Evidence of the Witneſſes examined 
dy the Houſe of Lords, upon the 29th Day of October 
17953 a Copy of which was communicated to the 

Holle of Commons, from their Lordſhips, on the goth 


* 


Day of October 2795. 


| Kr. JOHN WALFORD, of Pall Mall, Haberdaſher, was called 


in; and being ſworn, was examined as follows: 


I was. 8 
Upon what duty 7? 


| The office of conſtable, which I ſerve at preſent. 
Where was you ſtationed ; and what part of the at 


| We you called out on this day by the high conſtable 2 


©» p 


1 was Rationed by Mr. Jones, the high conſtable, at the Horſe 
uards. / V „„ p40 
85 1 you place yourſelf according to that direction? 
es. . BIO 3” EMS FRE | 
Did you attend his Majeſty's coach from the Horſe Guards ts 


the Houſe of Lords ? 


ed 


Ves; on the right hand fide of his Majeſty's carriage. 
r 


_ Give an account of what you obſerved in 
On entering into Parliament Street, I obſerved one may in 
5 among the crowd very active; whick I obſerved to 
Mr, Stockdale, my brother conſtable, at the time. This man 


was running by the fide of the houſe, calling out “ No war! 


„Down with George!” And on our entrance into Palace 


Yard, I obſerved ſomething came with great velocity from the 


foot pavement, as I thought; on which I obſerved to Mr: 
| Stockdale, Good God! the glaſs is broke! That mult ſurely 
be a ball.” His Majeſty then paſſed on to the houſe, and I 
obſerved the man with the N perfectly quiet. Immediately 
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& MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE OF THE WITNESSES 
on his Majeſty's coming out of the houſe, they ſet up a hooting 
and hiſſing. I did not obſerve the man any more, particularly, 
till J got into the Park ; I then perceived him frequently ſtoop 
down, but whether he picked: up any thing or not I cannot ſay; 
but at that time there were many ſtones being thrown about, 

Hearing him make the ſame exclamation again, I told him, if 
not quiet, I moſt afſuredlyſhould take him into cuſtody. 

The exclamation of, © Down with George!“ again ? | 

Ves; his {till repeatirig it, when I came oppoſite to Carleton 
Cadena, L made one or two attempts to ſeize him, by putting 
my hands between the horſe guards, Finding I could not do it, 
without danger of being trod upon, I requeſted one of them 

would draw back: upon finding which I immediately ſeized bim, 
and drew him in clole to the. carriage, and conveyed him to the 
Court Yard of St. James's, where I believe he now is. 

On what part of the pavement was the coach, when the glaſs 
was broken? 

Almoſt the center of the coach way, Juſt going from croſing 
of Bridge Street; juſt oppoſite to a bow window houle by the 
Ordnance Office, on this tide of the Office. | 
Whether you are underſtood right, that you ſaw whatever 
ruck the glaſs as as it came through the air bam it touched the 
glaſs? f | 

Yes. t 

Jou cannot "2 1 5 it gt ; 8 

It is utterly impoſſible, it came with ſuch velocity. | | 
 Whetherit ſtruck upon the glaſs fide of the carriage, or paſſe 
through the carriage fufſt? _ 

It ſtruck the plaſs which was up; immediately after 1 ſaw his 
Majeſty look down, 

1 ſize my you apprehend this, miſchievous weapon to be 

of? 

5 obſerved at the time it muſt be the ſize of a marble or 
ullet. 

Do you judge from its ſize i in the air, or from the hole it made 


5 in the glaſs ? * 


It was im oſlible to judge of os fixe as it paſſed, but I judged 
from the hole it made in the glaſs, 

Whether, at the time this weapon paſſed, you obſerved the man 
where you have before deſcribed ? 
I ſaw him immediately ery at the time my eyes were not on 
the pavement. | 
When you then 1 him, was he upon the pavement? _ 
Whether on the foot pavement or not, I cannot tell. The 

horſe guards were between the mob and the conſtable. 
Did you obſerve any thiog in ary hands of the man . any 
part of the time? 


I did net. e 


725 -* EXAMINED BY THE HOUSE or LORDS; MIN.» Y 


Have you any reaſon to know whether he had any chiog i in his 
hand or not; any recollection uy RET 55 
I did not ſee his hands at Al. 
Whereabouts was it that you faw him frequent) tooping 
Jon? e | 
In the Park, by Carleton Giedine Wi 
When, you faid, <« Good God! it muſt be a ball!” did you 
mean to ſay, that it muſt be diſcharged by an iaſttrament 125 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
Then Jahn Walford was again called in, and examined as 
follows: 


When you ſaid; „ Good God! it mot be a ball! 155 did vo ED 


mean to ſay that it muſt be diſcharged by an inſtrument? 
. I made the obſervation, that nothing could throw it with that 
e but an inſtrument. 


Whether you obſerved any other outrage committed on the Care | 


riage in which his Majeſty was ? 

Several, | 

State them to the houſe ? + 

By repeatedly. throwing . 

Do you mean by the ſame man, or others? | 

Ido not poſitively ſay that this man threw any by. others 
many were thrown, 
| You have ſtated that you heard this man uſe the expreſſion, 
{© Down with George!” No war!”?—Did vou hear any other 
perſons uſe expreſſions of treaſon or dilrel pect ? ? 

Several repeating the ſame. » 


Did they appear to be perſons aiding or abettios this man, or 


accidental perfons, differently diſperſed in the crowd? 

Tcannot ſay whether they were immediately of his party; but 
there was one party, whom I obſerved the whoſe of the way, keep- 
ing dy the ſide of the carriage, both to the Houſe of Peers aud 
back again—the ſame people. 

Were they merely men; or men ad women + _indifcriminutely? 

"They were entirely conſiſting of men and boys. 5 


Did you conceive any of them ſpoke with a French accent, ſo 


as that you might think they were aca} tf 1 
No, I did not. | 2 
Are any of them in cuſtody 20 e 


There are three, I believe. 


Upon your ſeizing the man, did be make rages, or ſhew Z 


we alarm; or what was his behaviour on the occaſion ? 
2 


ſtru ggled very much to get away; on which I was obliged | 
to have the aſſitance of one or two other 9 to convey | 


him. = — 8 5 
W N 3 5 „„ 
Very much. £3 | e 5 | 
Did be ſay 80 thing: — What was his behaviour after you 

| ſeized bing OG SoC a Las ou 1 | 
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„ MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE OF THE WITNES:1S 


| He ſaid, , Good God ! that I ſhould ever be fuſpeRted of dif. 


« loyalty !” 
Alter he was ſeized, was he encouraged, or otherwiſe addreſſed 
by any of the other perſons whom you remarked ? 

It was impoſſible any of them could get to us for the horſe; 


but he kept repeating the whole way, „He thought there 
— in acquainting his Majeſty with their 


* could de no 
« grievances.” 
At the time you ſeized bio, and he Riruggled, did my body 
_ attempt to reſcue him? 

I onceive it was im poſſible they could attempt any thin of the 


bind, from the horſe clofing immediately upon us- We were 


ſurraunded directly by them. 
Was it generally obſerved by the perſons who ſurrounded the 
King's carriage, that this by was taken into 1 to 
Do you mean W the mob, 
The mob? 2 
I really cannot . LY 5 
Did you ſearch the man you ſeized 4 
We did. 
Did you find any wenpon about him ? RY 
There was nothing at all found in his pookers of ao bi. 
| 2 the man ee be in liquor? : 


Did the ball = to me ĩn as horizontal direRtion 2 | 
I really cannot tell, it came with ſuch veloarty. | | 
The witneſs was directed to WEE 9 af 


Then Mr. JOHN ST OCKDALE, Bookſeller, of Peg was 
4K called i ins, and 4 ſworn, was examined a as follows; x: 


Ks _—_— ſerving the office of contiuble now? | 
Fo you notice fromthe , 0 tend ede, * 


Where was you placed? 
At the Herſe Guards. 1 55 
_ you all the time. near the laſt witneſs, Walford ? 2 
was. 
Give an account, then, what you abſt from the Hork 
| Guards? $ 
I obſerved a great crowd, and a number of e about forty 
5 or fitty, gcing near the King's coach, hiſſing and making a great 
deal of noiſe, and crying cut, © No war! "No N and F 
number of expreſſions of that kind. 7 
What other expreſſions ? | | 
A number of others, which I did not uke partſoulay ai notice 
| * ä Mr. Walford mentioned to mes wow 


4 


forms 


> oi _ . . ¶ öi. FU OT TN: 


BXAMINED BY THE HOUSE QF oH. 7 
ſame of the perſans that were very actiye in hiſſing and making a 
riot. Nothing particular happened, till I obſerved, when we came 
to the narrow part of Palace Yard, when I ſaw ſamethiag throza 
at his Majeſty's carijage, and heard it hit the glaſs, Mr. Wal» 
ford, who was ſtanding cloſe by me (I was then within a few 
yards of the carriage) remarked to me, that he thought that was 
the perſon who flung it, and deſired me to afliſt in ſeizing him, 
and pointed out the man. But as the crowd was very thick, I did 
not take any particular notice, as I thought it impoſſible to ſeize 
any man, the crowd was going ſo quick. Nothing further paſſed 
till his Majeſty alighted, when Mr. Walford obſerved the man 
_ alluded to ſtanding in company with ſome others nefir the car» 
liage: he made this remark, that he believed that was the man 
that 18 ſtone, and that was ſo very active; and pointed him 
out, I believe, to one of the Bow Street perſons: I don't know 
the perſon, but they ſaid his name was Kennedy. After his 
Majeſty was in the coach, and ſet off on his return home to the 
palace, we obſerved this ſame perſon, with a number of others, 
that had followed the coach at the ſame time downwards, keeping 
company on the fide of the coach in a very diſorderly manner, 
hiſſing and groaning, and calling ont, © No war!” and making 
uſe of a number of diſagreeable expreſſions. | 
What expreſſions? 


Such as © No war!” and I believe © No King!“ And this 
part op ſeveral others that went down and came up, making 


frequent exertions to get through from amongſt the horſe to the 
King's carriage, which by main foree we 28 back betwixt the 
horſes. When we had got about the middle of the yatks the 
conſtable who was with me (I believe his name is Waltord) ad- 
dreſſed himſelf particularly to the young man that was taken up, 
defiring him to be peaceable and behave better, or he would take 
him into cuſtody, He, with others, appeared to 292 inſolent, 
to ſet the conſtable at defiance z upon which he was ſeized and 
kept in cuſtody till we got to St. James's, Nothing elſe paſſed, 
that I know of, CB. © we * 
Did you ſee any body in the act of throwing? 
I did not, | N In 
Was you or Walford foremoſt when the glaſs broke ? 
We were nearly together; he was a yard or two before me. 
Did Walford make any obſervation to you upon it. 
Re Eo ood ni ones oe 5 
What was it? r ESI gon HO 
He faid, « I am certain that was the man that flung. the 
tone; let us ſeize him,” —alluding to the perſon that was al⸗ 
terwards take up, a young man in a grey coat and a black 
collar, | | Mo $4 {is 
Did 2 obſerve the ſtroke on the glaſs? apr | 
A did not, but I ſaw whatever it was that was thrown very 
diſtinctly, and heard it go againk the glaſs. It ſeemed rome _ 
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„ mMinuTES of” THE EVIDENCE OF THE! WITNESSES 


to have. the appearance of an halfpenny; and I ſaw it fo Gifting, 
that it appeared as if the force of the throw was ſpent before 
jt hit the glaſs, and, by that means , that it could not break box 
glaſs, though I do not know that it did not, | 


Nance like a — ſtrike the — 53 


Did you obſerve if We n was broke! ? 

No, I did not, 5 . 

Did Walford make any obſervation to you, with regard to 
the ſtroke upon the glaſs? 
I do not recolle&—but 1 really believe that what 1 ſavy thrown 
was not what broke the. glaſs; becauſe other perſons that were 


near me heard ſomething that went paſt with great velociety 
againſt the glaſs, and that was not the cafe with what I ſaw 
. thrown” againſt the glaſs; 3" as 1 have ial before; the force was 


rt. 


Did Wolford make any obſervations to you upon the relociy | 


with which it was thrown 
'Fam not certain whether he did or not; but 1 think he did 
not think that what I ſaw thrown was what broke the glass. 


Do you recollect that Walford at the time aid "up thing to 


you of What he thought broke the glaſs? 
am not certain I think he thought it was ſomething that 
was thrown with great velocity, but Lam not certain.” 9 | 


Did he ſay what that ſomething was? 


He did not, but 1 am as perfectly ſatisfied as 1 can 5 that 
there were two ſubſtances thrown at che ſame time, for the reaſon 


I mentioned before. 

Vou faid, tere were forty or fifty Pt rlons went” back from 
here; We you mean to ſay they were the ſame parties? 

Yes ; and ſeveral of them ſeemed to know each other, as if 


| they belonged to the ſame gang, if 1 may be allowed ſuch an ex- 


preſſion. My reaſon for it is, that there were ſeveral ſtanding. 
together. The young man taken up was reſting his ſhoulder on 
one of his companions in a friendly manner. aſked him, at 
St. James's, „ if he knew the perſon whoſe ſhoulder he was reſt- 
mg on?” And he denied having any maar gk of the perſons he 


was ſtanding with. | 
When Walford talked of a ſabltance thrown, a you under- | 


fand him to mean thrown with the hand? 


Tes; but there were other perfons prelent that differed from 7 


him in opinion, and thought it was a ſhot from a window where 
there were no perſons looking out. I looked at the window my- 
ſelf. I gave credit for that opinion, becauſe what I ſaw thrown, 


though I heard it hit the glaſs, could not break it, at leaſt 1 


thought it could not; nor I could not believe the window was 
broke, till I enquired of the ſervants about the coach, and then 


that convinced me that it was ſomething thrown from ſome. win- 
dow, a marble, or ſomething of that kind, with great velocity. 


State the particalar part of the ſtreet witers 2270 ſaw the lab. 


laat dy Vie bbb bf db * -- -S 


N was kai the two 3 yards, thrown from the rights 
and ſide, in the narrow | | 
You attended the can Ge from the one Palace Yard to the 
| other—did you hear any other ſubſtance ſttike the window bes 
| tween the one Palace Yard and the other? | 
I did not; aud for that reaſon, that if there was any thing 
that went through the window, it muſt have been at the ſame 
time, for I did not hear any ſecond ſtroke againſt the glaſs. 
Do you recolle& who the perſons were that thought it muſt 
have come from a window Po 
I do not; but it was the converfation of the different conſta- 
bles that were abaut the carriage after his Majeſty alighted, and 
the opinion of ſeyeral : I do not recolle& who aſſerted the fact of 
its being thrown from a window. 
Have you fince ſeen the hole in his Majeſty's carriage? 
I have ſeen one hole; that was after the carriage got into the 
Ea, and that was made, I believe, by a tile or ſomething of the 
ind, thrown at the carriage as It was entering the palace-gate 
in returnin | 
Did the brick hit his Majeſty's carriage on the ſame fide as the 
4 hit it in Palace Yard ; was it on the . ide, or 
e left? | 
On the left, L believe, . 6 

Did vou ſee the brick hit i it pj 1 
No; I did not. | 1 
Jul faw no other hole in his Majeſty's envious! * 


Vou think ſomething WAS flung « out of 3 window of a houſe ; 
Ao you know the houſe ? Pe PS: 

Certainly I could not; nor within fifty yards. 

PL you Lac the Ardnange Me 

a not. | 

You mentioned © Walford had taken notice of the activity of a 
man;“ was that when the glaſs was broke, or before that time? 

I believe he mentioned that circumſtance to me before the 
ſlone was thrown ; about half way between the Horfe Guards and | 
Palace Yard. | 

Was the perſon whom Mr. Walford pointed out to you in 
Palace Yard, as the periyn | who threw il Tok the 2 who 
| W taken up? e 

es. 


4 Ad Mes Walford faid, “ that was the man who threw the 
one!“ 
Yes ; he ſaid, he believed that was the man, and. poiated him 
Out to Kennedy. | | 
Where did he point him out to the conſtable Kennedy? 
In Palace Yard; within about ten yards of his pay” 5 cars 
tl © after his Majeſty alighted, | „ 
*. I. 1755. ec 5 Was 


AY 


— 


„ MINUTES OF THE-EVIDENCE or THE WITNESSES 
Was that the ſame man as he pointed out to you in Parliament 


ſtreet ? | yn Tong e 
I believe it was; but he then pointed him out with ſeveral 


7 


others, but not him in particular. : 
| The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. _ 


Then Mr. JOHN WALFORD was called in again, and ex- 
J A rg ne 


Did you point out, in Palace Yard, to Mr. Stockdale, a man 
| who had thrown a ſtone ? whe 5 = 
8 I certaivly mentioned to Mr. Stockdale, that I thought that 
=o Was the man who threw the ſt ne or the other matter, or what- 

| Ws ever it was that broke the window ; my reaſon for ſo doing was 

the activity he had ſhewn the whole of the way. | a 
Did you hear a converſation about an open window ? 
I heard one of his Majeſty's footmen make the remark, and 
aſked me, if I had ſeen it. I told him I had not. 
_ _ You have ſaid, in one of your anſwers, that you thought it was 

a bullet from an inſtrument ; you have now ſaid, it was a flone; 

; =—reconcic theſe ung. oF 
IL certainly, in the firſt inftance, thought it was a bullet, or 
ſome other hard ſubſtance, from the velocity with which it came. 
Mr. Stockdale ſaid he thought it was a halfpenny, or ſomething 
of that kind. I ſaid I really could not tell what it was; but 
that it muſt be ſomething rounder and harder to occaſion that 


blow. Eb Es „ 
1.) a Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


at SP * 
49 — 


Then Mr. JAMES PARKER, of Pimlico, one of his Mt 


jeſty's footmen, was called in; and, being ſworn, Was ex. | 


 aninedas follows: 


Vou attended his Majeſty to-day from his palace to the houſe 
of, Lords? - - © e 2 | 
Ves. Sf Fn. | Wo | 
Where was your place? 
At the coach door, on the right-hand. 
Relate what you ſaw there. 78 . 
We were coming down by the Ordnance Office, and about uo 
doors from there, there was a kind of a ball, or a marble, or 
ſomething of that kind, that whiſked by my face ; it appeared to 
come with great velocity, right ſtrait forwards. 1 immediately | 
ſaid to one of the yeomen, J think that came from a gun, à 
wind gun, for I heard no report,” I immediately looked round, 
could {ee nothing; I looked at the glaſs of the carriage, and. 


EXAMINED BY THE HOUSE OF:LORDS, TY 
tle nth. I looked round, to ſee if I could ſee where the ball 


or ſubſtance, or whatever it was, came from, and I perceived a 


window open there was nobody at it, which gave me reaſon 
to think it came from that direction. I ſaid to the yeoman, 
„ thought it was very ſtrange where that could come from, 
or ſomething to that effect. I don't Ee any ching more. 

Can you point out the houſe ? b 
It has green outſide windows. 
Was 1 the only empty window * 

I did not obſerve any other. 

Was it a window in a firſt floor, or where? 

A parlour window. SY 215.04 

What part of the glaſs was hit iS 45 

Rather lower than the middle; it was no great way from my 
head: I had hold of the handle of the door. 


You ſay this was one of the houſes near the Frdnance;—was 


it a houſe with a bow window ? 

A bow, not of the parlour, but of the es above it. 

Was it not the houſe next to the narrow 817 7 that comes 
into Palace Yard, next the cathedral ? 


It was the end houſe, ä i eee 2 $4 
You made no enquiry there? ee e eee 
No. Sake 


Do you believe che hole in the as was Nr by the ball or 
7 other round ſubſtance, that you MT whizzed by you pi 7 — 

I have ne doubt about it. 

Do you think Wat, to have done * you deſcribe, it could. 


have been thrown by a hand ? 


I think it impoſſible to have e in that way, and leave ſa 


ſmall a hole in the glaſs. 

Did you obſerve any vg elſe thrown about the fame time ? 

Nothing at all, 

Did you give, ſach attention to the houſe at the time, as to fag 
which window it came from: 

No; I could not tell that it came from the . or the 
ſtreet ; I only thought that it might come fromthe window. 

Was there-any perſon in any other window ? 

I do not recolle& there was; I was ſo timid I looked i into ihe 
carriage, and ſaw his Majeſty was not ne | 

2 have nothing more to relate? 

No. 

"The witneſs was ben to withdraw, 


& © 


| Then 709 SAYER, Officer of Bow Lene. waa 
* and, bejog ſworn, was mine as follows: 


oy * 


| Was y you s ending the + procſion to-day, p 


c2 


Yard ? 


Fes. 
What dia) ou FORE ? 


I obfery 


Was you near the carriage? 
Cloſe to it. 
What did you obſerve ? 


I could not tell what it was—it made. a craſh, TN 
Againſt what wh of the carriage? 15: 


Againſt the glaſs of the door. 
The center, or pannel ? 
The center. 


Vou did not dee in what direfion it came? 


| — 11 up immediately. 


broke. 


| In what manner ? 


rently with a hole in 4. middle of the « gi, with 2 


| Did 
I di 


d 


ed ſtar up it. 
ou ſee any thing thrown at that time? | 


not. 


Was it a large hole, or what 7 
I take it might be as big as my fingers a round holes up 
arently round. | 

Did you obſerve any open window ? : | 
1 . not. 2 | 
as any other officer with you ; at that time * 


* was Kennedy? 
A little before me; near the carriage. 
my: you recolle& the place where it happened? 


Do) you know the houſe oppoſite to where it ; happened? 
Ves. 
Which houſe is it ? | 
To the beſt of my knowledgs, it is the houſe next the Abbey. 
Whoſe houſe is it? 
1 do not know, 
Did you accompany the carriage going and 92 0 15 


ple they were did you take 


Tes. 


Then 


no ice of thoſe who were N "of the riots and _ Ll 
Ing and coming ? | | | 


Yes. 


Did they appear the ſame, or a different ſet of mien 7 
There were different men at different places, but 


far as you can Nate, that you thiok 
There 


| Jowed all the way. 
What was the number, as 


followed all the tl 


ou ſaw what ſort of 


1 MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE-OF THE WITNESSES - . 
Was you near his en n when it came u Evo 


ſomething come _ the carriage. 


N it on the e 5 
— . he b dan | gla 


A, 


ſome fol- 


| EXAMINED BY THE HOUSE OF LORDS, - „ ati 


| There ab be thirty or forty of each fide the carriage. 
Did thoſe thirty or forty appear to Know one another? 

I cannot ſay that, 

What was t! nature of the inſult they ee in berere e 
how? 
They were ſwearing and hifing. 
What language? 

They hallooed out, “ Peace! beer. 

Any thing further? 285 2 

I heard nothing further. _ ; 
| You did not hear them ſay, ce Peace! a no Grozes 19 
- 

Did you mean thirty 'or forty on each {ide whe curing, or 
only oh ton or forty on y ſides he n | 

On each. | 

Then yeu mean eighty ? | 
If I was te ſay an hundred on each ſide, 115061 80 r 
Do you mean theſe handred came and returned ? | 

No; they might for what I know. | 

Did you ſee the man that Walford took into caltody? | 

I faw a man that was taken into cuſtody, but do not know 
it was the ſame he took into cuſtody. 

Was the perſon you ſaw in cuſtody one of thirry or forty that 
wee WENT | 1 +4 fon * if 

I ſaw him, amongſt a number of other at were 
when the conſtable laid hold of him, 0 

=> was ſeized in the Park ? | a 

e. | 

Do you recolleQ ſeeing him "before, in a Margaret Street or 
Palace Yard? 


No. : a 
| But ved d him before, among the crow? 28 


Where had you ſeen him? 
I ſaw one of the horſe ſuldiers pat him aſe, 1 5 bifore „ 
conſtable laid hold of him. 

In the Paik? 

Yes, 


hes you kad not dal before? 


Be quite clear as to the number of perſons who followed the 
* the whole way going and coming —wvhethe: thirty or forty 
on each fide, or more: 


1 ſhould ſuppoſe there might be more than that going and 


7 comin 


Th witneſs was drefted to nas | ws 
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5 4 MINUTES OF THE EVIDENCE OF - THE WITNESSES, &. 


Then CHRISTOPHER KENNEDY, Paw gene Officer, was 


75 „„ 


called | in; a and being 9 Was examined as follows: | : 


Was you in attendance to day? 7 

. | 

"Je you near the carriage of h his Majeſty? 
es. 


Did you ſee any thing paſs i in N Street, or Palace 


. 4 * 7 * ; Þ 


Yard? 


1 heard ian come againk the glaſs of the door of the 


Kate coach I looked up, 52 w a hole in the glaſs, and the glaſs 


flarred. 
What ſort of a hole, 
A ſmall hole. : 
What do you u pelt 2. it was n W 


I do not know. A was made with ; 1 do not think i it could 
de a ſtone. 5 gy UE Wes | „ 


Why? ., 
If it had been Aa bene, l mould think it wade Net made 2 


: larger hole. 


Did you obſerve any open window oppolite 1 to the carriage a 
that 'time ? | | 
4 did aot. 
Did you obſerve a ke of people 255 the conch? 5 | 
Tes. _ 
Did they follow tbe coach going, and on its return Ve 
83 | 
Did they appear to be the ſame party 0 on its | coming and ie 


turning ? 


Yes, they did. ” 1 

In what manner did they 8 2 5 6 
Some huzzaing, ſome hiſſing, and ſome calling for peace. | 
Any thing on the return? : 
On returning, I heard ſeveral 1 ſomethings: come againſt the fate 


coach. 


What things? | | „ 

T do not know. 1 did for one Kone; and that about as big a as 2 
large walnut. ; 

Did you 80 with the coach till it got back to the palace? | 


es. 
W. there a glaſs broke then ? 


glaſs. 
The Fo was directed to ander . 


Entering the Stable Yard, I heard ſomething come ain the 2 
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"TREATY: 


Of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, between His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, and the United States of America, 


Signed at London, the 19th of November, 1794. 


8 Fe A1 er n fe 85 «+ - il. 
I 95 if His Majeſty's Ratificatione * | 


GEORGE MN 3 


| and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunen- 
burgh, Arch-Treaſurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, Sc. 


To all and ſingular to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting: Whereas our 


right truſty and well beloved counſellor, William Wyndham, Baron Grenville of 
Wotton, our Principal Secretary of State for foreign Affairs, &c. &c. did, on 
our part, together with the Plenipotentiary of our good friends the United States 
of America, conclude and fign at London, on the nineteenth day of November, 
one thouſand, ſeven hundred and ninety-four, a treaty of Amity, Commerce, and 


Navigation, between us and our ſaid good friends: And whereas a certain additional 


article has, on the part of the ſaid United States, been propoſed to be annexed'ts 
the ſaid treaty as a part thereof; to which addition We are willing to conſent ; 
the (aid treaty and additional article being in the words following 
His Britannick Majeſty and the United States of America, being deſirous, by 


4 treaty of Amity, Commerce, and Navigation, to terminate their differences in 
ſuch a manner as, without reference to the merits of their reſpective complaints 


and pretenſious, may be the belt calculated to produce mutual ſatisfaction and gooa 


underſtanding z and alſo to regulate the commerce and navigation between their 
reſpeQive countries, territories, and people, in ſuch a manger as to render the 
ſame reciprocally beneficial and ſatisfactory; they have, reſpectively, named their 
plenipotentiaries, and given them full powers to treat of and conclude” the ſaid 
hob ; that is to ſay, his Britannic Majeſty has named, for his plenipotenti- 
ary, the Right Hon. William Wyndham, Baron Grenville of Wotton, one of 


his Majeſty's Privy Council, and his Majeſty's principal Secretary of State for 


foreign Affairs; and the Preſident of the ſaid United States, by and with the ad- 


vice and conſent of the ſenate thereof, hath appointed for their plenipotentiary th 
Honourable John Jay, Chief Juſtice of the ſaid United States, and their E: 


Extraordinary to his Majeſty, who have agreed on and concluded the following - 


articles: 2 


ARTICLE I. 


There ſhall be a firm, inviolable, and univerſal peace, and a true and ſincere | 


friendſhip between his Britannic Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, and the United 


towns, and people, of every degree, without exception of perſons or places. 


| States of America; and between their reſpective countries, territories, cities, 


ARTICLE I 


His Majeſty will withdraw all his troops and garriſons from all poſts and places- 
taces | 


| ®ithin the boundary lines afſigaed by the treaty of peace to the United ” This 


EORGE the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain; France 
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* TREATY or AMITY, ke. BETWEEN HIS BRITANNIC 
This evacuation ſhall take place on or before the frlt day of June, 1796, and all 


United States. 


the proper meaſures ſhall in the interval be taken by concert between the govern- 
ment of the United States and his Majeſty's Governor-general in America, for 
ſettling the previous arrangements which may be neceſſary reſpecting the delivery 
of the ſaid, poſts ; the United States, in the mean time, at their diſcretion, ex- 


_ #ending their ſettlements to any part within the ſaid boundary line, except within 


the precinQs or juriſdiction of any of the ſaid poſts All ſettlers. and traders 
within the precincts or juriſdiction of the ſaid poſts, ſhall continue to enjoy, un- 
moleſted, all. their property of every kind, and ſhall be protected therein; they 
ſhall be at full liberty to remain there, or to remove with all or any part of their 
effects; and it ſhall alſo be iree to them to ſell their land, houſes, or effects, or 
to retain the property thereof, at their difcretion. Such of them as ſhall con- 
tinue to reſide within the ſaid boundary lines ſhall not be compelled to become ci- 
tizens of the Un ted States, of to take any oath of allegiance to the government 


thereof, but they ſhall'be at fuſl liberty to do ſo, if they think proper ; and they 


mall make and declare their within one year after the evacuation afore- 
ſaid. And all perſons who ſhall continue there after the expiration of the ſaid 


year, without having declared their intention of remaining ſubjeAs of his Bri- | 


tannic Majeſty, mall be confidered as having elected to become citizens of the 


e AN een .. 
11 lg agreed, that it ſhall at all times be free to his Majeſty's ſubjects, and ts 


| the citizens of the United States, and alſo the Indians dwelling on either fide of the 
ſaid boundary line, freely to paſs and repaſs, by land or inland navigation, into the . | 


zefpeRive territories and countries of the two parties on the continent of America 
{the country within the limits of the Hudſon's Bay company only excepted) and 
$0 navigate all the lakes, rivers, and waters thereof, and freely to carry on trade 


and commerce with each other. But it is underſtood, that this article does nat 


extend to the admiſſion of veſſels of the United States into the ſea-ports, har- 


-  dours, bays, or creeks of h's Majeſty's faid territories ; nor into ſuch parts of the 


zivers in his Majeſty's faid territories as are between the mouth thercof and the 


&igheft part of entry from the ſea, except in ſmall; veſſels traging bond fide be- 


2ween Montreal and Quebec, under ſuch regulations as ſhall be eſtabliſhed to pre- 
vent the poſſibility of any frauds in this reſpect; nor to the admiſſion of Bri- 
tiſh veſſels from the ſea into the rivers of the United States, beyond the higheſt 


Ports of entry for veſſels from the ſea. The river Miſſiſſippi ſhall, however, 


according ta the treaty of peace, be entirely open to both parties; and it is far- 
ther agreed, that uli the ports and places. on its eaſtern fide, to which ſoever of 
the parties belonging, may freely be. reſorted to, and uſed by both part es, in as 
ample a manner az any of the Atlantic ports or places of the United Statcs, or 


_ any of the Ports or places of his Majeſty in Great Britain. 


Au goods and merchandize, whoſe importation ;op into his Majeſty's ſaid teri 
taries. in America ſhall nat be.entirely prohibited, may freely, yam purpoſes of 


commerce, be carried into the ſame, in the manner afor ſaid, by the. cit zens 


of the United States ; and ſuch goods and merchandize ſhall be ſubject to nv 
higher or other duties than woyld be payable by his Majeſty's ſubjects on the im- 
portation of the ſame from Europe into the ſaid territories. And, in like man- 


der, all goods and merchandize, whoſe importation into the United States (hall 
mat be wholly prohibited, may freely, for the purpoſe of commerce, be carried 


jnw-the fame, inthe manner afore ſaid, by his Majeſty's ſubjects ; and ſuch goods 
and merchandize ſhall be ſubject to no higher or other duties than would br 
payable by the citizens of the United States on the importation of the fame, in 
Ameriean veſſels, into the Atlantic ports of the ſaid States. And all goods not 


bs 


Prohibited to be exported from the ſaid territores reſpectively, may, in like man- 


der e ed out of che lame by the tuo parties reſpeRively, paying duty #5 


4 


— 
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| MAJESTY AND THE UNIT2D STATES OF AMERICA. 17 


No duty of entry ſhall ever be levied, by either party, on peltries brought by 
Lind or inland navigation into the ſaid territories reſpectively; nor ſhall the In- 
dians, paſſing or repaſſing with their own proper goods and effects, of whatever 
nature, pay for the ſame any impoſt or duty whatever; but goods in bales, or 
other large packages unuſual among Indians, ſhall not be conſidered as goods be- 
longing bond fide to Indians. | 3 . | 


No higher or other tolls or rates of ſerriage than what are or ſhall be payable 
dy natives, ſhall be demanded on either fide ; and no duties ſhall be payable on 
any goods which ſhall merely be carried over any of the portages or carrying-places 
on either fide, for the purpoſe of being immediately re-embarked and carried to 
ſome other place or places. But, as by this ſtipulation, it is only meant to ſecure 

to each party a free paſſage acroſs the portages on both ſides, it is agreed, that 
dhis exemption from duty ſhall extend only to ſuch goods as are carried in the 
uſual and direct road acroſs the portage, and are not attempted to be in any man- 
ner ſold or exchanged during their paſſage acroſs the ſame; and proper regula- 
tions may be eſtabliſhed to prevent the poſſibility of any frauds in this re- 


As this article is intended to render, in a great degree, the local advantages of 
each party common to both, and thereby to promote a diſpoſition favourable to 
friendſhip and good neighbourhood, it is agreed that the reſpective governments 
will mutually promote this amicable intercourſe, by cauſing ſpeedy and impartial 
juſtice to be done, and neceſſary protection to be extended to all who may be con- 


"ARTICLE IV... 


Whereas it is uncertain whether the river Miſſiſſippi extends fo far to the 
yorthward as to be interſected by a line to be drawn due weſt from the Lake of 
we Woods, in the manner mentioned in the treaty of peace between his Majeſty 
and the United States; it is agreed, that meaſures ſhall. be taken, in concert with 
his Majeſty's government in America, and the government of the United States, 
for making a joint ſurvey of the ſaid river, from one degree of latitude below the 

Falls of St. Anthony, to the principal ſource or ſources of the faid river, and 
alſo of the parts adjacent thereto ; and that if, on the reſult of ſuch ſurvey, it 
mould appear, that the ſaid river would not be interſected by ſuch a line as is 
above-mentioned, the two parties will thereupon proceed, by amicable negotiation, 
to regulate the boundary line in that quarter, as well as all other points, to be 
adjuſted between the ſaid parties, according to juſtice and mutual convenience, 
and in conformity to the intent of the ſaid treaty. ? _ 


"ALTICEE vc: 


| Whereas doubts have ariſen what river was truly intended under the name of 
the River St. Croix, mentioned in the ſaid treaty of peace, and forming a part 
ef the boundary therein deſcribed, that queſtion ſhall be referred to the final de- 
| Gifion of commiſſioners, to be appointed in the following manner, viz. 


One commiſſioner ſhall be named by his Majeſty, and one by the Preſident 
of the United States, by and with the advice and conſent of the ſenate thereof, 
and the ſaid two commiſſioners ſhall agree, they ſhall each propoſe one perſon ; 
and of the two names ſo propoſed, one ſhall be drawn by lot in the preſence of 
the two original commiſſioners; and the three commiſſions ſo appointe4 ſhall be 
ſworn impartially to examine and decide the ſaid queſtion, according to ſuch 
evidence as ſhall reſpeQively be laid before them, on the part of the Britiſh 
government and of the United States. The faid commiſſioners ſhall meet at 
Halifax, and ſhall have power to adjuurn to ſuch other place or places as they 
ſhall think fit. They ſhall have power to appoint a Secretary, and to employ 
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do do any act appertaining to the ſaid commiſſion, provided that one of the c 


18 TREATY or AMITY, 4e. BETWEEN HIS BRITANNJC 


cuch ſurveyors or other perſons as they ſhall judge neceſſary. The ſaid commiſ- 


fioners ſhall, by a declaration under their hands and ſeals, decide what river is the 
river St. Croix intended by the treaty. The ſaid declaration ſhall contain a de- 


ſcription of the ſaid river, and ſhall particularize the latitude and longitude of its 


mouth and of its ſource. Duplicates of this declaration, and of the ſtatements of 
their accounts, and of the journal of their proceedings, ſhall be delivered by them 
to the agent of his Majeſty and to the agent of the united States, who may be 
reſpectively appointed and authorized to manage the buſineſs on behalf of the 
reſpective governments; and both parties agree to conſider ſuch deciſion as final 
and concluſive, ſo as that the ſame ſhall never thereafter be called into queſtion, or 
made the ſubject of diſpute or difference between them © 


„„ 7 3« on, 


Whereas it is alledged, by Aivers Britiſh merchants, and others his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, that debts to a conſiderable amount, which were bond fide contracted be- 
fore the peace, ſtill remain owing to them by citizens or inhabitants of the United 
States, and that by the operation of various lawful impediments fince the peace 
not only the full recovery of the ſaid debts has been delayed, but alſo the value 
and ſecurity thereof have been, in ſeveral inſtances, impaired and leſſened, ſo that, 
dy the ordinary courſe of judicial proceedings, the Britiſh creditors cannot now 
obtain, and actually have and receive full and adequate compenſation for the loſſes 
and damages which they have thereby ſuſtained ; it is agreed, that in all ſuch caſes 


where full compenſation for ſuch loſſes and damages cannot, for whatever reaſon, 


be actually obtained, had and received by the ſaid creditors in the ordinary courſe 
of juſtice, the United States will make full and complete compenſation for the 
{ame to the ſaid creditors; but ĩt is diſtinctly underſtood that this proviſion is to 


extend to ſuch loſſes only as have been occaſioned” by the lawful impediments 


aforeſaid, and is not to extend to loſſes occaſioned by ſuch infolvency of the 
gebtors, or other cauſes as would equally have operated to produce ſuch loſs if the 


| {aid impediments had-not exiſted, nor to ſuch loſſes or damages as have been oc- 


 6alioned by the manifeſt delay or negligence, or wilful omiſſion, of the claimant. 


For the purpoſe, of aſcertaining the amount of any. ſuch loſſes and damages, 
five Commiſſioners ſhall be appointed, and authoriſed to meet and act in manner 
following, viz. two of them ſhall be appointed by his Majeſty, two of them by the 
Preſident of the United States, by and with the advice and conſent of the Senate 
thereof, and the fifth by the unanimous voice of the other four; and if they 
ſhould not agree in ſuch choice, then the Commiſſioners named by the two parties 
mall reſpectively propoſe one perſon, and of the two names ſo propoſed one ſhall be 


drawn by lot in the preſence of the four original commiſſioners. Ss 


When the five commiſſioners thus appointed ſhall firſt meet, they ſhall, before 
they proceed to act reſpectively, take the following oath or affirmation, in the 
preſence of each other, which oath or affirmation being ſo taken and duly atteſted, 
thall be entered on the record of their proceedings, viz. 1, A. B. one of the com- 
miſſioners appointed in purſuance of the fixth Article of the Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce and Navigation, between his Britannic Majeſty and the United 


States of America, do ſolemnly ſwear or affirm, that 1 will honeſtly, diligently, 
impartially, and carefully examine, and, to the beſt of my judgment, according to 


Juſtice and equity, decide all ſuch complaints as under the ſaid article ſhall be 
preferred to the ſaid commiſſioners; and that I will forbear to act as a com- 


miſſioner in any caſe in which I may be perſonally intereſted. 


Three of the ſaid. commiſſioners ſhall conſtitute a board, and ſhall have power 
om- 


miſſioners named on each ſide, and the fifth commiſſioner ſhall be preſent; and 


all decifions ſhall be made by the majority of the voices of the commiſſionem 
Gen p reſent. Eighteen months from the day on which the ſaid umi 
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| MAJESTY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ny 
mall form a board, and be ready to proceed to bufinefs, are affigned for receiving 
complaints and applications; but they are nevertheleſs authorized in any particular 
caſes, in which it ſhall appear to them to be reaſonable and jutt, to extend the ſaĩd 
term of eighteen months, for any term not exceeding fix months, after the expi- 
ration thereof. The ſaid commiſſioners ſhall firſt meet at Philadelphia; but 
they ſhall have power to adjourn from place to place as they thall ſee cauſe, 


The ſaid commiſſioners, in examining the complaints and applieations' fo pre- 
ferred to them, are empowered and required, in purſuance of the true intent and 
meaning of this article, to take into their conſideration all claims, whether of 
2 or intereſt, or balances of principal and intereſt, and to determine the 

ame reſpectively, according to the merits of the ſeveral cafes, due regard being had 
to all the circumſtances thereof, and as equity and juſtice ſhall appear to them to 
require. And the faid commiſſioners ſhall have power to examine all ſuch perſons 
as ſhall come before them, on oath or affirmation, touching the premiſes; and alſo 
to receive in evidence, according as they may think moſt conſiſtent with equity and 
juſtice, all written depoſitions, or books, or papers, or copies, or extracts thereof, 
every fuch depoſition, book or paper, or copy or extract, being duly authenticated, 
either according to the legal forms now reſpectively exiſting in the two countries, 
or in ſuch other manner as the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall ſee cauſe to require 
or b . | | N | 


The award of the ſaid commiſſioners, or of any three of them as aforeſaid, 
ſhall in all cafes be final and concluſive, both as to the juſtice of the claim, and 
to the amount of the ſum to be paid to the creditor or claimant : and the United 
States undertake to cauſe the ſum ſo awarded to be paid in fpecie to ſuch creditor 
or claimant without deduction; and at ſuch time or times, and at ſuch place or 
places, as ſhall be awarded by the ſaid commiſſioners z and on condition of ſack 
releaſes or aſſignments to be given by the creditor or claimant, as by the faid com- 
miſſioners may be directed: provided always, that no ſuch payment ſhall be fixed 
by the ſaid commiſſioners to take place ſooner than twelve months, from the day 
ef the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, 9 5 c ; 


| | | | ARTICLE Vit „ N19 
| Whereas complaints have been made by divers merchants and others, citizens 
of the United States, that, during the courſe of the war in which his Majeſty is 
now engaged, they have ſuſtained confiderable loſſes and damage, by reaſon of irre- 
gular or illegal captures or eondemnations of their veſſels and other property, under 
colour of authority or commiſſions from his Majeſty ; and that, from various cir- 
cumſtances belonging to the ſaid caſes, adequate compenſation for the loſſes and 
damages fo ſuſtained cannot now be actually obtained, had, and received by the 
ordinary courſe of judicial proceedings; it is agreed, that in all ſuch caſes where 
adequate compenſation cannot, for whatever reaſon, be now actually obtained, had 
and received by the ſaid merchants and others in the ordinary courſe of juſtice, full 
and complete compenſation for the fame will be made by the Britiſh government to 
the faid complainants. But it is diſtinctly underſtood that this proviſion is not to 
extend to fuch loſſes or damages as have been occaſioned by the manifeſt delay or 
_ negligence, or wilful omiffion of the claimants. 8 e 


That, for the purpoſe of aſcertaining the amount of any ſuch loſſes and 
damages, five commiſſioners ſhall be appointed and authoriſed to act in London, 
exactly in manner directed with reſpe& to thoſe mentioned in the preceding article, 
and after having taken the ſame oath or affirmation (muratis murand:s } the ſame 
term of eighteen months is alſo aſſigned for the reception of claims, and they are 

* like manner authorized to extend the ſame in particular caſes. They thall re- 

ceive teſtimony, books, papers and evidence in the fame latitude, and exerciſe the. 

like Ciſcretion and powers reſpecting that ſubject; and ſhall decide the claims in 

:uc{ion according to the merits of the ſeveral cales, and to juſtice, equity, * 
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ether, nor ſhares, nor monies, which they may have in the public funds, or in _ 
public or private banks, ſhall ever, in any event of war or national differences, 
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laws of nations. The award of the ſaid commiſſioners, or any ſuch three of 
them as aforeſaid, ſhall, in all caſes, be final and concluſive, both as to the juſtice 
of the claim, and to the amount of the ſum to be paid to the claimant; and his 


Britannic Majeſty undertakes to cauſe the ſame to be paid to ſuch claimant in 
ſpecie, without any deduction, in ſuch place or places, and at ſuch time or times, 


as ſhall be awarded by the ſame commiſſioners, and on condition of ſuch releaſes 
or aſſignments to be given by the claimants, as by the ſaid commiſſioners may be 


directed. 


And whereas certain merchants and others, his Majeſty's ſubjects, complain | 
0 


that; in the courſe of the war, they have ſuſtained loſs and damage by reaſon of 
the capture of their veſſels and merchandize taken within the limits and juriſ- 


diction of the States, and brought into the ports of the ſame, or taken by veſlelg 


originally armed in ports of the ſaid States. « 


It is agreed, that in all ſuch caſes, where reſtitution ſhall not have been made 


agreeably to the tenor of the letter from Mr. Jefferſon to Mr. Hammond, dated 


at Philadelphia, September 5, 1793, (a copy of which is annexed. to this treaty) 


the complaints of the parties ſhall be, and hereby are referred to the commiſſioners 
to be appointed by virtue of this Article, who are hereby authorized and required 


to proceed in the like manner relative to theſe as to the other caſes committed to 


them ; and the United States undertake to pay to the complainants or claimants 


iĩn ſpecie, without deduCtion, the amount of ſuch ſums as ſhall be awarded to them 


reſpectively by the ſaid commiſſioners, and at the times and places which in fuch 
awards ſhall be ſpecified; and on condition of ſuch releaſes or aſſignments to be 
given by the claimants as in the ſaid awards may be directed. And it is further 
agreed, that not. only the now exiſting caſes of both deſcriptions, but alſo all ſuch 


as ſhall exiſt at the time of exchanging the ratifications of this treaty, ſhall be 
| conſidered as being within the proviſions, intent and meaning of this article. 


« BYE ARTICLE VII, ” 
It is further agreed, that the commiſſioners mentioned in this and in the tue 
preceding articles ſhall be reſpectively paid in ſuch a manner as ſhall be agreed be- 
tween the two parties; ſuch agreement being to be ſettled at the time of the ex- 


change of the ratifications of this treaty. And all other expences attending the 


* 


ſaid commiſſions ſhall be defrayed jointly by the two parties, the ſame being pre- 


viouſly aſcertained and allowed by the majority of the commiſſioners. And in the 
caſe of death, ſickneſs or neceſſary abſence, the place of every fuch commiſſioner 
reſpectively ſhall be ſupplied in the ſame manner as ſuch commiſſioner was firſt 
appointed, and the new commiſſioner ſhall take the ſame oath or affirmation, and 


e 
It is agreed, that Britiſh ſubjects, who now hold lands in the territories of the 


Vnited States, and American citizens, who now hold lands in the dominions of his 


Majeſty, ſhall continue to hold them according to the nature and tenure of their 
reſpective ſtates and titles therein; and may grant, ſell or deviſe the ſame to whom 


they pleaſe, in like manner as if they were natives; and that neither they, not 


their heirs or aſſigns, ſhall, ſo far as may reſpect the ſaid lands, and the legal reme+ 
dies incident thereto, be regarded as aliens. 35 3 ͤͥͤ 110 TAnCas 
Arent. 


Neither the debts due from individuals of the one nation to individuals of 9 


| | d, it being unj impoliti | d engagements 
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eontrafted and made by individuals having confidence in each other, and in the 
| reſpective goverr ments, ſhould ever be deſtroyed or impaired by national autharityy 
on account of national differences and diſcontents. HET... 


he”; 


ARTICLE XL 


It is agreed between his Majeſty and the United States of America, tha 
there ſhall be a reciprocal and entirely perfect liberty of navigation and commerce 
detween their reſpective people, in the manner, under the limitations, and on the 
conditions ſpecified-in the following articles. | 


ARTICLE XII. 


His Majeſty conſents, that it ſhall and may be lawful, during the time herein- 
after limited for the citizens of the United States to carry to any of his Majeſty's 
iſlands and ports in the Weſt Indies from the united States, in their owa veſſels, not 
being above the burthen of ſeventy tons, any goods or merchandizes, being of the 

growth, manufacture or produce of the ſaid States, which it is or may be lawful to 
carry to the aid iſlands or ports from the ſaid States in Britiſh veſſels ; and that 
the ſaid American veſſels ſhall be ſubje& there to no other or higher tonnage 
duties or charges than ſhall be payable by Britiſh veſſels in the ports of the United 
States; and that the cargoes of the ſaid American veſſels ſhall be ſubject there to 
no other or higher duties or charges than ſhall be payable on the like articles, if 
imported there from the ſaid States in Britiſh veſſels. | 


And his Majeſty alſo conſents, that it ſhall be lawful for the ſaid American 
citizens to purchaſe, load, and carry away, in their ſaid veſſels, to the United 
States, from the ſaid iſlands and ports, all ſuch articles, being of the growth, 
manufacture or produce of the ſaid iſlands, as may now by law be carried from 
thence to the ſaid States in Britiſh veſſels, and ſubject only to the ſame duties and 
charges on exportation to which Britiſh veſſels and their cargoes are or ſhall be 
ſubject in ſimilar circumſtances, _ NR 88 5 


Provided always, that the ſaid American veſſels do carry and land - their cargoes 
in the United States only, it being expreſsly agreed and declared, that during the 
continuance of this 8 the United States will prohibit and reftrain the carry- 
ing any melaſſes, ſugar, coffee, cocoa or cotton, in American veſſels, either fron 
his Majeſty's iſlands or from the United States, to any part of the world, except 
the United States, reaſonable ſea ſtores excepted. | | 8 


Provided alſo, that it ſhall and may be lawful, during the ſame period, for 
Britiſh veſſels to import from the ſaid iſlands into the United States, and to ex- 
port from the United States to the ſaid iſlands, all articles whatever, being of the 
growth, produce or manufacture of the faid iſlands, or of the United States 
reſpectively, which now may, by the laws of the ſaid States, be» ſo imported and 
2 And that the cargoes of the ſaid Britiſh ve ſſels ſhall be ſabje& to no 
other or higher duties or charges than ſhall be payable on the ſame articles, if ſo 
imported or exported in American veſſels. ä b 8 


It is agreed that this article, and every matter and thing therein contained, 
mall continue to be in force during the continuance of the war in which his 
Majeſty is now engaged; and alſo for two years from and after the day of the 

ſignature of the prelimary or other articles of peace by which the ſame may be 
derminated. Fe 2 73 | | 
And it is further agreed, that, at the expiration of the ſaid term, the two con- 
fr afting- parties will endeavour further to regulate their commerce in this reſpect, 
cording to the ſituation in which his Majeſty may then find himſelf with reſpect. 
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to the Weſt Indies, and with a view to ſuch arrangements as may beſt cond 150 60 
the mutual advantage and extenſion of commerce. | Es. 


And the ſaid parties will then alſo renew their diſcuſſions, and endeavour * 


agree, whether in any or what caſes neutral veſſels ſhall protect enemy's property; 
and in what caſes, proviſions and other articles, not generally contraband, may. 
become ſuch. But, in the mean time, their co duct towards each other in theſe 
reſpects ſhall be regulated by the-articles hereinaſter inferted on thoſe ſubjects. 

| | Tart] py 


ARTICLE XII. 


His M:jeſty conſents that the veſſels belonging to the citizens of the Unite 
States of America ſhall be admitted and hoſpitably received in all the ſea-ports 
and harbours-of the Britiſh territories in the Eaſt Indies, - And that the citizens 
of the ſaid United States may freely carry on a trade between the ſaid territories 
and the ſaid United States in all articles, of which the importation or exporta- 
tion reſi ectively tz or from the ſaid territories ſhall not be entirely prohibited. 
Provided only, that it ſhall not be lawful for them, in any time of war detween 
the Britiſh government and any other power or ſtate whatever, to export from the 
faid territories, without the ſpecial permiſſion of the Britiſh government there, any 
military ſtores or naval ſtores, or rice. The citizens of the United States ſhall pay 
for their veflels, when admitted into the ſaid ports, no other or higher tonnage 


duty than ſhall be payable on Britiſh veſſels wl.en admitted into. the ports of the 


United States. And they ſhall, pay no other or higher duties or charges on the 
importation or exportation of the cargoes of the ſaid veſſels than ſhall be pay: ble 
on the ſame articles when imported or exported in Britiſh veſſels. But it is ex- 
preſsly agreed, that the veſſels of the United States ſhall not carry any of the 

article exported by th-m from the ſaid Britiſh t-rritories to any port or place, ex - 
_  Eept to ſome port or plac in America, where the ſame ſhall be unladen; and ſuch 
regulati ns ſhall be adopted by both parties as ſhall, from time to time, be found 
_ necetiary to enforce the due and faithful obſervance of this ſtipulation, 


It is alſo underſtood, that the permiſſion granted by this article is not to extend 
to allow th- velilel: of the United States to carry on any part of the coaſting trade 
of the ſaid Britiſh territories z but veſſels go:ng with their original cargoes, or part 
thereof, from one port of diſcharge to another, are not to be conſidered: as carrying 


on the coaſting trade. Neither is this article to be conſtrued to allow the citizens 


of the ſa d States to fettle or reſide within the ſaid territories, or to go into the 
interior parts thereof, without the permiſſion of the Britiſh government eſtabliſhed 
there; and if any tranſgreſſion ſhould be attempted againſt the regulations of the 
Britiſh Government in this reſpect, the obſervance of the fame ſhall and may be 
enforced againſt the citizens of America, in the ſame manner as againſt Britiſh 
ſubjects, or others tranſgreſſing the ſame rule. And the citizens of the United 
States whenever they arrive in 'any port or harbour in the ſaid territories, or if 
they ſhould be permitted, in manner aforefaid, to go to any other place therein, 
ſhall always be ſubject to the laws, government, and juriſdiction of whatever 
nature eſtabliſhed in ſuch harbour, port, or place, according a, the fame may be; 
the citizens of the United States may alfo touch, for refreſhment, at the iſland of 
St. Helena, but ſubjeR, in all reſpects, to fuch regulations as the Britiſh governs 
ment may from time to time eſtabliſh there. | f | 


1 „„ ie | 
There ſhalt be between all the dominions of his Majeſty in Europe, and the 
territories of the United States, a reciprocal and perfect liberty of commerce and 


navigation. The people and inhabitants of the two countries reſpectively ſhall 
have liberty freely and f:curely, and without hindrance and moleſtation, to come 


with their ſhips and cargoes to the lands, countries, cities, ports, places and rivers, - 
within the dominions and territories aforeſaid,” to enter into the ſame, to reſort 
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there, and to remain and reſide there, without any limitation of time: alſo hire 
and poſſeſs houſes and warehouſes for the purpoſes of their commerce, aud gener - 
ally, the merchants and traders on each fide ſhall enjoy the moſt complete pro- 
tection and ſecurity for their commer:e, but ſubje& always, as to what reſpets 
this article, to the laws and ſtatutes of the two countries reſpectively. | 


ARTICLE XV. 


It is agreed that no other or higher duties ſhall be paid by the ſhips or mer- 
chandize of the one party in the ports of the other, than ſuch as are paid by the 
like veſſels or merchandize of all other nations. Nor ſhall any other or higher 
duty be impoſed in one country on the importation of any articles, the growth. 
produce, or manufacture of the other, than are or ſhall be payable on the impor- 
tation of the like articles, being of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any 
other foreign country. Nor ſhall any prohibition be impoſed on the exportation 
or importation of any articles to or from the territories of the two parties reſ ec- 
tively, which ſhall not equally extend to all other nations. 


But the Britiſh government reſerves to itſelf the right of impoſing on Ameri 
can veſſels into the Britiſh ports in Europe a tonnage duty equal to that which 


ſhall be payable by Britiſh veſſals in the ports of America; and alſo ſuch duty as 


may be adequate to countervail the difference of duty now payable on the import= 
ation of European and Aſiatic goods when imported into the United States in Bri- 
tih or in American veſſels, | | | egen 


The two parties agree to treat for the moſt exact equalization of the duties to 


the reſpective navigation of their ſubſe ts and people, in ſuch manner as may be 
moſt beneficial to the two countries. The arrangements for th's purpoſe ſhall 


de made at the ſame time with thoſe mentioned at the concluſion of the twelfth 


article of this treaty, and are to be conſidered as a part thereof. In the interval, 
it is agreed, that the United States will not impoſe any new or additional ton- 


nage duties on Britiſh-yeſſels, nor increaſe the now ſubſiſting difference between the 
duties payable on the importation of any articles in Britiſh or in American 


veſſels. . | | 
85 | ARTICLE XVI. 


It ſhall be free for the two contracting parties reſpectively to appoint Conſuls 


for the protection of trade, to reſide in the dominions and territories aforeſa d; 


and the ſaid Conſuls ſhall enjoy th ſe liberties and rights which belong to them 


by reaſon of their function. But before any Conſul ſhall act as ſuch, he thall be in 


the uſual forms approved and remitted by the party to whom he is ſent ; and it is 
hereby declared to be lawfu and proper, that in caſe of illegal or improper con- E, 


duct towards the laws or government, a Conſul may either be puniſhed according 
to law, if the laws will reach the caſe, or be diſmiſſed, or even ſent back, the 


effended government aligning to the other their reaſons for the ſame. 


Either of the parties may except from the reſidence of Conſuls ſuch particular 
Places as ſuch party thall judge proper to be excepted. 


AKTICLE-XVE. 


It is agreed, that in all caſes where veſſels ſhall be captured or detained, on 
Juſt ſuſpicion of having on board enemy's property, or of carrying to the enemy 


any of the articles which are contrabaud of war, the faid veſſel ſhall he brought 
to the neareſt or moſt convenient port; and if any property of an enemy ſhould - 


de found on board ſuch veſſel, that part only which belongs to the enemy ſhall be 
made prize, and the veſſel ſhall be at liberty to proceed with the remainder with- 
out any impediment. And it is agreed, that all proper meaſures ſhall be taken 
to prevent delay, in deciding the caſes of ſhips or cargoes ſo brought in for adju- 
SES wen 2 | | | cation: 
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- dication: and in the payment or recovery of any indemnification adjudged or 
agreed to be paid to the maſters or owners of ſuch ſhips, _ ö 
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ARTICLE XVIII.. 


In order to regulate what is in future to be efteemed contraband of war, it is 
agreed, that under the ſaid denomination ſhall be compriſed all arms and imple. 
ments ſerving for the purpoſes of war, by land or by ſea, ſuch as cannon, muſkets, 
mortars, petardes, bombs, granadoes, carcaſſes, ſaucifles, carriages for cannon, 


muſket reſts, bandoliers, gunpowder, match, ſaltpetre, ball, pikes, fwords, head. 


pieces, cuiraſſes, halberts, lances, javelins, horſes, horſe-furniture, holſters, belts, 
and, generally, all other implements of war; as alſo timber for ſhip. building, tar or 
roſin, copper in ſheets, ſails, hemp and cordage, and generally, whatever may 
ferve directly to the equipment of veſſels, unwrought iron and fir planks only ex- 


cepted; and all the above articles are hereby declared to be juſt objects of cou- 


fifcation, whenever they are attempted to be carried to an enemy. 


And whereas the difficulty of agreeing on the preciſe caſes in which alone pro- 
viſions and other articles, not generally contraband, may be regarded as ſuch, rea- 
ders it expedient to provide againſt the inconveniences and miſunderſtanding 
which might hence ariſe : It is further agreed, that whenever any ſuch articles ſo 


| becoming contraband according to the exiſting laws of nations, ſhall for that rea. 


Gn be ſeized, the ſame ſhall not be confifcated, but the owners thereof hall be 
ſpeedily and completely indemniſied; and the captors, or, in their default, the go- 


vernment under whofe authority they act, ſhall pay to the maſters or owners of 


fuch veſſel the full value of all articles, with a reafonable mercantile profit 
thereon, together with the freight, and alſo the demurrage incident to ſuch de- 


tention. 


And whereas it frequently happens, that veſſels fail for a port or place belong- 


za Ing to an enemy, without knowing that the ſame is either beſieged, blockaded, 
ar inveſted ; it is agreed that every veſſel fo circumſtanced may be turned away 
_ From ſuch. port or place, but ſhe ſhall not be detained, nor her cargo, if not con- 


traband, be confiſcated, unleſs, after notice, ſhe ſhall again attempt to enter. But 
the ſhall be permitted to go to any port or place ſhe may think proper; nor ſhall 
any veſſel ox goods of either party, that may have entered into fich port or place 
before the ſame was beſieged, blockaded, or inveſted by the other, and be found 


| but ſhall be reſtored to the owners or proprietors thereof, | 


therein after the reduction or ſurrender of ſuch place, be liable to confiſcation, 


ARTICLE XIX. 


And that more abundant care be taken for the ſecurity of the reſpectixe ſub- 
Jects and citizens of the contracting parties, and to prevent their ſuffering inju- 
xies by the men of war or privateers of either party, all eommanders of 
thips of war and privateers, and all others the ſaid ſubjeas and citizens, 
ſhall forbear doing any damage to thoſe of the other party, or committing any out- 
tage againſt them; and if they act to the contrary they ſhall be puniſhed, and 
ſhall alſo be Found in their perſons and eſtates to make ſatisfaction and repara- 
tion for all damages, and the intereſt thereof, of whatever nature the ſaid damages 
For this cauſe all commanders of privateers, before they receive their com- 


miſſions, ſhall hereafter be obliged” ro give, before a competent judge, ſuffi.jent 
ſecurity by at leaſt two reſponſitt> ſurities, who have no intereft in the ſaid priva- 


| teer, each of whom, together with the ſaid commander, ſhall be jointiy and ſe- 
veraliy bound in the ſum of fifteen hundred pounds ſterling; or, if ſuch ſhip be 


provided with above one hundred and fifty ſeamen or ſoldiers, in the ſum of 
three thouſand pounds fie ling, to ſatisfy all damages and injuries, which the {aid 


8 privateer, or officers or men, or any of them, may do or commit, during their 


cruise; 


8 
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eule, contrary to the tenor of this treaty, or to the laws and inſtructions ſor 


# 


regulating their conduct; and further, that in all caſes of aggreſſions the ſaid com- * 


miſſioners ſhall be revoked and annulled. 


| It is alſo agreed, that whenever a judge of a Court of Admiralty of either of 
the parties ſhall pronounce ſentence againſt any veſſel, or goods, or property be- 
longing to the ſubjects or citizens of the other party, a formal and duly authen- 


ticated copy of all the proceedings in the cauſe, and of the ſaid ſentence; ſhall, if 


required, be delivered to the commander of the ſaid veſſel without the ſmalleſt de · 
lay, he paying all legal fees and demands for the ſame. | Cr: ; 


5 ARTICLE XX. 
Ic is further agreed, that both the ſaid contracting parties mall not only refuſe 
to receive any pirates into any of their ports, havens, or towns, or permit any of 
their inhabitants to receive, protect, harbour, conceal, or aſſiſt then in any 
manner, but will bring to condign puniſhment all fuck inhabitants as ſhall be 


_ guilty of ſuch acts or offences. 


' 


| kad good reaſon to believe or ſuſpe& that they had been piratically taken. 


And all their ſhips, with the goods or merchandizes taken by them, and 
brought into the port of either of the ſaid parties, ſhall be ſeized as far as they 
can be diſcovered, and ſhall be reſtored to the owners, or the factors or agents 
duly deputed and authorized in writing by them (proper evidence being ſhewn. n 
the court of Admiralty for proving the property) even in caſc ſuch effects ſhould 
have paſſed into other hands by ſale, if it be proved that the buyers knew, cc 


| ARTICLE XXxI. A: 
it is 1ikewiſe agreed; that the ſubjects and citizens of the to nations ſhall net 
do any acts of hoſtility or violence againft each other, nor accept commiſſions or 
inſtructiohs ſo to act from any foreign prince or ſtate, enemies to the other party; 
nor ſhall the enemies of one of the parties be permitted to invite, or endeavour te 
enliſt in the military ſervice any of the ſubjects or citizens of the other party; 
and the laws, againſt all ſuch offences and aggreſſions ſhall be punctually executed. 


And if any ſubjeR or eitizen of the ſaid parties reſpectively - ſhall accept any fo- 


reign cammiſſion, or letters of marque, for arming any veſſel to act as a priva- 
teer againſt the other party, and be taken by the other party, it is hereby declared 
to be lawful for the ſaid party to treat and puniſh the faid ſubject or citizen, hav- 
ing ſuch commiſſion or letters of marque, as a pirate. fo e 
N an WS ty 
11 is exprefoly ſtipalated that neither of the ſaid contracting parties will order 


er authorize any acts of repriſal againſt the other, off complaints of injuries or da- 


mages until the ſaid party - ſhall- firſt have preſented to the other a ſtatement 
thereof, verified by competent proof; and evidence, and demanded juſtice and ſatis- 
ſaction, and the ſame ſhall either have been refuſed or unreaſonably delayed. 


ARTICLE XXII. 


The ſhips of war of each of the contracting parties frall; at all times, be hoſ- 


pitably received in the ports of the other, theif officers and crews paying due 
reſpect to the laws and government of the country. The officers ſhall be treated 
with that reſpe& which is due to the commiſſions which they bear; and if any 
inſult ſhould be offered to them by 


countries. And kis Majefty conſents, that in caſe an American veſſel ſhould, by 


aer 


{ 


For. IL. 1795. 


REED 


them by any of the inhabitants, all offenders in this 
reſpect ſhall be puniſhed as diſturbers of the peace and amity between the two | 
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neceſſity of ſeeking ſhelter in any of his Majeſty's ports, into which ſuch veſſel 
could not in ordinary caſes claim to be admitted, ſhe ſhall, on manifeſting that 
\ neceſſity to the ſatisfaftion of the government of the place, be hoſpitabl) receives 
and permitted to refit, and to purchaſe at the market price ſuch neceſſaries as ſhe 
niay ſtand in need of, conformably to ſuch orders: ids regulations-as the govern- 
ment of the place, having reſpect to circumſtances of each cafe, ſhall prefcribe. 
She ſhall not be allowed to break bulk or unload her cargo, unleſs the ſame ſhall 
be bond fide neceſſary to her being reſitted; nor: ſhall the be permitted to ſell any 
part of her cargo, unleſs ſo much only as may be neceflary- to defray her ex- 
pences, and then not without the expreſs: permiſſion of che government of the 
place; nor ſhall ſhe be obliged to pay any duties whatever, except only on ſuch ar- 
ticles as ſte may be permitted to ſell for the purpoſe aforeſaid, | 


A ARTICLE XXIV. | 
It ſhall not / be lawful for. any foreign prirateers (not. being fubjects or citizens 


of either of the ſaid, parties) who have commiſſions from any other prince or ſtate 
in enmity with either nation, to arm their ſhips in the ports of either of the ſaid 
parties, nor to ſell what they have taken, nor in any other manner to exchange 
the ſame ;\ nor:ſha!l they. be allowed to purchaſe more provifions than ſhall be 
neceflary for their going to the neareſt port of that prince or ſtate from whom they 
obtained their commiſſions. V 23 7 | 
+: | ARTICLE XXV. | 
It ſhall be lawful for the. ſhips: of war and privateers, belonging to the. ſaid. 
Parties reſpectively, to earry whitherſoever they pleaſe the ſhips and goods taken 
from their enemies, without being -obliged to pay any fee to the offices of the 
Admiralty, or to any judges Whatever; nor ſhalt the ſaid prizes, when they ar- 
rive at and enter the ports: of the ſaid parties, be detained or ſeized; neither ſhall 
the ſearchers. or other officers of thoſe places vifit ſuch prizes (except for the 
purpoſe of preventing the carrying of any part of the cargo thereof on ſhore, in 
any manner contrary. to the eſtabliſhed laws of revenue, navigation, or commerce) 
nor ſhall ſuch officers take cognizance of the validity of ſuch prizes; but they 
ſhall be at liberty to hoiſt ſail, and depart as ſpeedily as may be, and carry their 
aid prizes to the place mentioned in their commiſſions or patents, which tha 
commanders of the ſaid ſhips of war or privateers ſhall be obliged to ſhew. 


No ſhelter or refuge ſhall be given in their ports to ſuch as have made a prize 
upon the fubjects or citizens of either of the ſaid parties; but if forced by ſtreſs 
of weather, or the dangers of the ſea, to enter therein, particular care ſhall be 

taken to haſten their departure, aud to cauſe them to retire as ſoon as poſſible. 
Nothing in this treaty contained, ſhall, however, be conſtrued to operate contrary 
to che former andexiſting public treaties with other ſovereigns or ſtates. But the 
two parties agree, that while they continue in amity, neither of them will in fu- 
ture make any. treaty that ſhall be inconſiſtent with this or the preceding ar- 


ticle. 


Neither of the faid parties ſhall permit the ſhips or goods belonging to the ſub- 
jects or citizens of the other to be taken within cannon ſhet of the coaſt, nor in 
any of the bays, ports; or rivers of their territories, by ſhips of war, or others 
having commiſſion from any prince, repuhlie, or tate whatever. But, in caſe 
It ſhould fo happen, the party, whole territorial rights ſhall thus have been vio- 
lated, ſhall uſe his utmoſt endeavours to obtain, from the offending party, full and 
ample ſatisfaction for the veſſel or veſſels ſo taken, whether the ſame be veſſels 


0 
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If at any time a rupture ſhould take place (which God forbid) between his 
Majeſty and the United States, the merchants and others of each of the two 
nations reſiding in the dominions of the dther, ſhall have the privilege of remain- 
ing and continuing their trade ſo long as they behave peaceably, and commit no 
offence againſt the laws; and in caſe their conduct ſhould render them ſuſpected, 
And the reſpective goveraments- ſhould think proper to order them to remove, the 
term of twelve months, from the publication of the arder, ſhall be. allowed them 
for that purpoſe, to remove with their families, effects and property; but this 
favour ſhall not be extended: to-thaſcrwho ſhall act contrary to the eſtabliſhed laws 3 
and for greater certainty, it is declared, that ſuch rupture ſhall not be deemed to 
exiſt while negotiations for accommodating differences ſhall be depending, nar 
until the reſpective ambaſſadors or miniſters, if ſuch there ſhall be, ſhall be re- 
called or ſent home on account of ſuch differences, and not on account of perſonal. 
miſconduct, according to the nature and degrees of which both parties retain their 
rights, either to requeſt.the recall, or immediately to ſend home the ambaſſador or 
miniſter of the other; and that without prejudice to their mutual friendſhip and 


ARTICLE XXVIL 


It is further agreed, that his Majeſty and the United States, on mutual requig- 

tions by them reſpectively, or by their. reſpeRive miniſters, or officers authorized to 
make the ſame, will deliver up to juſtice all perſons, Who being charged with 
murder or forgery, committed within the juriſdiction of either, ſhall ſeck an 
aſylum within any of the, countries of the other, provided that this ſhall only be 
done on ſuch evidence of criminglity, as, according to the laws of the place where 
the fugitive or perſon ſo charged ſhall be found, wabld juſtify bis-apprehenfian and 
commitment for trial, if the offence had there been committed. The expence of 
ſuch apprehenſion and delivery ſhall be, borne and defrayed by theſe who make the 
requiſition and receive the fugitive  . .. 7 ON ©} DOD. 


ARTICLE XXVII. 


It is agreed that the firſt ten Articles of this Treaty ſhall be permanent, and that 
the ſubſequent Articles, except the twelfth, ſhall be limited in their duration to 
twelve years, to be computed from the day. on which the ratiſications of this treaty 

all be exchanged, but ſubject to this condition: that whereas the ſaid twelfth 
Article will expire, by the limitation therein contained, at the end of two years 
from the ſigning the preliminary or other artictes of peace which ſhall terminate 
the preſent war in which his Majeſty is engaged; it is agreed, that proper meaſures 
ſhall by concert be taken for bringing the ſubject of that Article into amicable 
treaty and diſcuſſion, io early before the expiration of the ſaid term, as that new 
arrangements on that head may by that time be perfected, and ready toAake place. 

But if it ſhould unfortunately happen, that bis Majeſty and the United States 
Jhould not be able to agree on ſuch new arrangements, in that caſe all the Articles 

of this Treaty, except the firſt ten, ſhall then ceaſe and expire together, 8 


Laſtly, This treaty, when the ſame ſhall have been ratified by his Majeſty, and 
by the Preſident of the United States, by and with the advice and conſent of their 
Senate, and the reſpective ratfications mutually, exchanged, Mall be binding and 
obligatory to his Majeſty, and on the ſaid States, and ſhall be by them. reſpectively 

executed and obſerved with punctuality, and the moſt ſincere regard to good faith, 
And whereas it will be expedient, in order the better to facilitate. intercourſe and 
obviate difficulties, that other artieles be propoſed and added to chis treaty, which 
articles, from want of time and other circumſtances, cannot now be perfected, it is 
agreed, that the ſaid parties will, from time to time, readily træat of and concern 
ing luch atticles, and will fincerely endeavour ſo to fotm them, as that wr 
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conduce to mutual convenience, and tend to promote mutual ſatisfaction Fry 
friendſhip; and that the ſaid articles, after having been duly ratified, ſhall be added 


de, and make a part of this treaty, ET 
In faith whereof, we, the underſigned miniſters plenipotentiary of his Majefty 


the King of Great Britain and the United States of America, have ſigned this 


© Preſent treaty, and have cauſed to be affixed thereto the ſ a. of our arms. 


Done at London, this Nineteenth Day of November, One thouſand ſeven 


hundred and ninety- four. ne DEE 
| GAIN VIII. .. S.) . 
Joun jar. (. 8.) 
EN - Philadelphia, Sept. 3 2 5 
1. ee 


I AM honoured with yours of Auguſt 30. Mine of the 7th of that month 
aſſured you, that meaſures were taken for excluding from all further aſylum in 
our ports veſſels armed in them to cruize on nations with which we are at peace, 
and fur the reſtoration of the prizes, the Lovely Laſs, Prince William Henry, and 


ane, of Dublin; and that ſhould the meaſures for reſtitution: fail in their 


the 
effect, the Preſident conſidered it as incumbent on the United States to make 
compenſation for the veſſels, | 55 ö 


We are bound by our treaties with three of the Belligerent nations, by all the | 


me: ns in our power, to protect and defend their veſſels and effects in our ports or 
Waters, or on the ſeas near our ſhores, and to recover and reftore the ſame to the 
right owners when taken from them. If all the means in our power are uſed, 
and fail in their effect, we are not bound by our treaties with thoſe nations te 


Though we have no ſimilar treaty with Great Britain, it was the opinion of 
the Preſident, that we ſhould ufe towards that nation the ſame rule, which, under 
this article, was to govern us with the other nations; and even to extend it to 
| Captures made on the high ſeas, and brought into our ports, if done by vec 
| which had been armed within them. CC 


Having, for particular reaſons, forbore to uſe all the means in our power for the 
reſtitution of the three veſſels mentioned in my letter of Auguſt 7th, the Preſident 
thought it incumbent on the United States to make bangs ee for them. And 

though nothing was ſaid in that letter of other veſſels taken under like circum- 

ſtances, and brought in after the 5th of June, and before the date of that leiter, 
yet, when the ſame forbearance had taken place, it was and is his opinion, that 

_ compenſation would be equally due. Pr ONS eee RENEE 


As tv prizes made under the ſame circumſtances, and brought in after the 
gate of that letter, the Preſident determined, that all the means in our power 
ſhould be uſed for their reſtitution. If theſe fail, as we ſhould not be bound by 
our treaties to make compenſation ta the other powers in the analogous caſe, he 
did not mean to give an opinion that it ought to be done to Great Britain. But 


Kill, if any caſe ſhall ariſe ſubſequent to that date, the circumſtances of which 
Dall place them on ſimilar ground with thoſe before it, the Preſident would think 


compenſation equally incumbent on the United States. 


Inſtructions are given to the governors of the different States, to uſe all the 
means in their power for reſtoring prizes of this laſt deſcsiption found within = 
8 5 eee * por 


A TT CASPITY 7 ”Y . "te. 


nee 


| MAJESTY AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 2g 
ports; though they will of courſe take meaſures to be informed 6f them, and the 
general government has given them the aid of the Cuſtom-houſe officers for this 
purpoſe, yet you will be ſenfible of the importance of multiplying the channels of 
their information, as far as ſhall depend on yourſelf, or any perſon under 
diretion, in order that the governors may uſe the means is their power for making 
without knowledge of the capture they cannot reftore it. It would always be 
beſt to give the notice to them directly; but any information which you ſhall be 
pleaſed to ſend to me alſo at any time ſhall be forwarded to them as quickly as 
diſtance will permit, | e 

Hence you will perceive, fir, that the Preſident contem reflitution or com- 
penſation in the caſes before the 7th of Auguſt ; and after at date, reſtitution, 
if it can be effected, by any means in our power: and that it will be important 
that you ſhould ſuſtantiate the fact, that ſuch prizes are in our ports or waters, 


| Your liſt of the privateers ilicitly armed in our ports, is, I believe, correct. 


With reſpe& to loſſes by detention, waſte, or ſpoliation, ſuſtained by veſſels 
taken as before mentioned, between the dates of June 5th and Auguſt 5th, it is 
propoſed, as 4 1 meaſure, that the collector of the cuſtoms of the diſtrict, 
and the Britiſh conſul, or any other perſon you pleaſe, ſhall appoint perſons to 
eftabliſh the value of the veſſel and cargo at the time of her capture, and of her 
arrival in the port into which ſhe is brought, according to their value in that port. 
If this ſhall be agrecable to you, and you will be pleaſed to fignify it to me, with 
the names of the prizes underſtood to be of this deſcription, inſtructions will be 
given accordingly to the collectors of the cuſtoms where the reſpective veſſels are, 


| THOMAS JEFFERSON. 


| ADDITIONAL ARTICLE, | | 
I is further agreed between the ſaid contracting parties, that the operation of 
ſo much of the twelfth article of the ſaid treaty as reſpects the trade which his 
ſaid Majeſty thereby conſents may be carried on between the United States and 
his iſlands in the Weſt Indies, in the manner and on the terms and conditions 
therein ſpecified, ſhall be ſuſpended. | | 5 


WE therefore, by virtue of theſe preſents, do approve and ratify the ſaid treaty, 
together with the ſaid additional article, as the fame are reſpectively fet forth in 
this inſtrument of ratification z promifing and engaging Our Royal Word, that 
We will faithfully and religiouſly perform all and fingular the things agreed upon 
in this creaty, and that We will not ſuffer the ſame to be violated by any one, as 
far as lies in Our Power. For the greater teſtimony and validity whereof, We 
have cauſed Our Great Seal to be affixed to theſe preſents, which We have 
6;ned with Our Royal Hand. 8 | | | . 


Given at Our Court at St. James's, the twenty-eight day of October, One 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety five, in the thirty-fixth year of Our 


-Reigh | Et 


Ratificti 


„ TREATY OF aur, ec. BETWEEN HIS-BRITA 


GEORGE WASHINGTON, Preſident of the United States of Amte, 
To all and fingular to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting, 


_ WHEREAS. acertain Treaty of Amity, Commerce and Navigation between 
the United States of America and his Britannic Majeſty was concluded and ſigned 
between their Plenipotentiary the Honourable John Jay, Chief Juſtice of the 
Vnited States, and their Envoy Extraordinary to his ſaid Majeſty, and the Vleni. 
2 of his Britannic Majeſty, the Right Honourable William Wyndham, 

aron Grenville of Wotton, ohe of his Majeſty's Privy Council, and his Majeſty's 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, at London, on the nineteenth day cf 


November, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and nincty-four: 
which treaty is word for word as follows; to wit, 5G ; 


{Here follows the Treaty.] 


| And-wheraarthe Senate: of the United States did, by their reſotution on the 


 wenty-fourth day of June, in the year of our Lord 1795, (all the Senators of 


the United States being then preſent, and twa-thirds thereof concurring) © conſent 


* to and adwiſe the Preſident of the United States to ratify the Treaty of Amity, 
«< 'Commeree, and Navigation, between his 'Britannic Majeſty and the United 
* States of America, concluded at London the nineteenth day of November, 
* 2594, on condition that there be added to the ſaid Treaty an Article, where. 


* d 1t-thall-be- agreed to ſuſpend the operation of ſo much of the twelfth Article 
as reſpects the trade which his ſaid Majeſty thereby conſents may be carried cn 


* between the United States and his Mands in the Weſt Indies, in the mannet, 
and on the terms aud conditions therein ſpecified.” F 


ing words, that is to ſay, 


* 


And whereas it will ſatisfy, and be conformable with the ſaid advice and con- 
ſent of the Senater if there be added to the ſaid Treaty an Article in the follou- 


_ 


. 6 tin further:agrecd between. the-ſaid contracting parties, -thetdbe'operation 
44 of ſo much of the twelfth Article of the ſaid Treaty as reſpects the trade 


© which his ſaid\Majeſty thereby canſents may be carried on between the United 


States and bis iſlands in the Weſt Indies, in the manner and en the terms and 
conditions therein ſpecified, ſhail be ſuſpended.” | 5 


Na, therefore, 1 George Waſhington, Preſident of the 'United States of 


America, having ſeen and conſdered the Treaty and additional Article aforeſaid; 


do, in purſuance of the aforeſaid. advice and conſent of the Senate of the United 


States of America, by theſe preſents, ratify, accept and confirm the ſaid Treaty 
aud che faid additional Article, as the ſame are here in before ſet forth. 8 


And 1 do moreover hereby declare, that the ſaid Treaty and the ſaid additional 
Article form together one inſtrument, and are a treaty between the. United States 
of America and his Britannic Majeſty, made by the Preſident of the United 
States, hy and with the advice and conſent of the Senate ther erf. 


Poor the greater teſtimony and validity of | all which, L have cauſed the 
(Seal) Great Seal of the United States of America to be affixed to theſe 
prefeats, and have ſigned the ſame with my hand. PS 


Oven 


NITED STATES! OP AMERICA,” 32. 
Oven at the City of Philadelphia, the Fotrteenth-Dap of Auguſt/in the Year 


One thouſand ſevert hundred and ninety-five, and of the Independence of th 


FFF r 
Jy the Prefdent of the United States of America. 4 
7 F _ EDM. RANDOLPH, 


| © Secretary of State for the Ute, 
. | States of Americas x 


- . * 6 
* 


co. WASHINGTON. 


oon n TS NG 


GEORGE. the Third, by the Grace of God, Ring of Oreat Britain, Prarie 
ani Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, Arch 
Treaſurer and Prince Elector of the Holy Roman Empire, . To alt to Wm 
theſe preſents. ſhall come, greeting, Whereas, for the perfecting, confirming and! 
rendering perpetual the peace, friendſhip and good underſtanding betweenUs* ant 
Our good friends the United States of America, for adjuſting and terminating al 
ſubſiſting differences and diſputes, from whatever cauſe the ſame” may Have ariſen 
between Us and the ſaid United States, or between Our ſubjeQts and the pevple or 
inhabitants of the ſaid States; for removing the groumds of fifture*diffentionsy/ 
and for promoting and extending the mutual intercourſe of trade and commeree | 
| between Our dominiong and the territories of the ſaid United States, We have = 

thought proper to inveſt ſome fit perſon with full powers on Out part to confer; 
treat and conclude with John Jay, Eſquire, the Envoy Extraordinary of the — 
United States to Our Court, now reſiding at Our ſaid Court, and duly authorizes 
in that behalf on the part of the ſaid United States. Now know ye, that We, 
| repoking eſpecial truſt and confidence in the wiſdom, loyalty, diligence and cireum- 
ſpection of Our Right Trufty and Well-beloved* Counſellor William Wyndham, 
are Grenville of Wotton, and Our Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, have nominated, conſtituted. and appointed, and by theſe” preſents do 
ꝛominate, conſtitute and- appoint him Our true, certain and undbubted Com- 
miſoner, Procurator and Flenipotentiary: giving and granting to him all and all 
manner of faculty, power and authority, together with general as well as ſpecialł 
orders (fo as the general do not derogate from the ſpecial, nor on the contrary} = 
for Us and in Our name to meet, confer, treat and conclude with the nn 
Viniſter, furniſhed with ſufficient powers on the part of Our ſaid good friends the 
Vaited States of America, of and concerning all ſuc! matters and $ 32 
be requilite and neceſſary for accompliſhing and compleating the ſeveral ends 
Zurpoles herein before mentioned; and alſo for Us and in Qur name to fign ſuch | 
treaty or treaties, convention or conventions, or other inſtruments whatſoever, 
4 may be agreed upon in the premiſes, and mutually to deliver and receive the 
lame in exchange; and to do _ perform all ſuch other acts, matters and things 
% may be any ways proper and conducive to the purpoſes above mentioned, in as 
full and ample form and manner, and wich the like validity and effect as We 
Ourſelf, if We were preſent, could do and perform the ſame z engagings and 
| Promi.ing on Our Royal Word that We will accept, ratify and confirm, in the 
moſt effectual manner, all ſuch acts, matters and things as ſhall be ſo tranſacted 
ad concluded by Our "aforeſaid Commiſſioner, Procurator and Plenipetentiaryg 
nc that We will never ſuffer any perſon to violate ths fame, in the whole or in 
(itt, or to act conttary tharets, is 5 | 
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z TREATY OF AMITY, ge. BETWEEN HIS BRITANNIC = 
$ | In teſtimony and confirmation of all which, We have cauſed Our Great Seal of 
| Great Britain to be affixed to theſe preſents, ſigned with Our Royal Hand. 


| | Given at our Palace at St. James's, the Seventeenth Day of November, in the 
Year of our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, and in the 
Thirty-fith Year of Our Reign,  ' © as, 


| T ROS Full Pawer of the United States. | 
| | GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident of the United States of Amerie 
To all and fingular whom theſe preſents ſhall concern, greeting. | 


Now ye, that, for the purpoſe of conſirming between the United States of | 

America and his Britannic Majeſty perfect harmony and a good correſpondence, 
and of removing all grounds of difſatisfation, and from a ſpecial truſt and con- | 
|  fidence in the integrity, prudence and abilities of John Jay, Chief Juſtice of the c 
1 United States, I have nominated, and, by and with the advice and conſent of the 
Senate appointed the ſaid John Jay Envoy Extraordinary of the United States t» . 
His Britannic Majefty, hereby giving and granting to him full and all manner of ; 
and authority, as alſo a general und ſpecial command, at the Court of his p 
aid Majeſty, for and in the name of the United States, to meet and confer with G 
the Miniſters, Commiſſioners or Deputies of his ſaid Majeſty, being furniſhed with 4 
ſufficient authority, whether ſingly and ſeparately, or collectively and jointly, and f 


with them to agree. treat, conſult and negotiate of and concerning all matters and 4 
cauſes of difference ſubſiſting between the United States and his ſaid Majeſty, | * 
whether the ſame reſpect the inexecution or infraction of the Armiſtice declaring a bo 
ceſſation. of hoſtilitics between the United States of America and his Britannic » 
Majeſty, at Verſailles, on the 2oth day of January, 1783, or the definitive Treaty | * 
of Peace made between the United States and his ſaid Majeſty on the 46 day of 0 
September, 1783, or the inſtructions of his ſaid Majeſty to his ſhips of war and fa 

_ privateers, of whatſoever date, but eſpccially on the 8th of June, 1793, the 6th fo 

of November, 3793, and the 8 h of January 1794; or reſtitution or compenf:- | 4 

tion in the caſes of capture or ſeizure made of the property of the citizens of the |} ßes 

United States by the ſaid ſhips of war and privateers, or retribution for the injuries "I 

| received therefrom by any citizen of the United States: and alſo of and concern | 7 
| ing the general commerce between the United States and the kingdoms and domi- 2 
| nions of his Britannic Majeſty, whereſoever they may be; and to conclude and Nec 
fign a treaty or treaties, convention or conventions, touching the premiſes ; tranſ- = 

mitting the ſame to the Prelident of the United States of America for his final 1 

 ratificazjon, by and with the advice and conſent of the Senate of the United States. Beſt 

* In teſtimony whereof, I have cauſed the Seal of the United States to be yg 

. S.) Hhereuntoaffixed. Given under my hand, at the City of Philadelphia, tex 6 

Ty this Sixth day of May, One thouſand ſeven hundred and ginety- | andre 

| four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the | 2 80 

Eighteenth. ; - | | 5 EIS , et le | 

SEX | RE l ler P 

(Signed) | GEO. WASHINGTON» faires 

9 | | 05 k ; F . de $t 

By the Prefident of the United States of America, - OY 

| | 5 8 e han 

A8 igned) | EDM. RANDOLPH, way? 

. | + Secretary of State. Mo 
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| RUSSIAN TREATY: 


{TREATY 


Vf Defenſive Alliance between His Britannic Majeſty ant 


the Empreſs of Ruſſia. ' Signed at St. Peterſburgh, the 


- 18th of February, 1795. 
Au Nom de la Tres Saint: Trinite. 


GA Majeſté Britannique et ſa Ma- 
jets I'Imperatrice de toutes les 


Ruſſies, anim*es d'un deſir egalement 


ſincere de reſſerrer de plus en plus les 
liens d'amitiè et de bonne intelligence 
gui ſubſiſtent fi heureuſement entre 
elles et leurs Monarchies reſpectives, 
ont penſe que rien ne contribueroit plus 
efficacement à ce but falutaire que la 
concluſion d'un Traits d' Alliance De- 


fenſive, dont elles s'octuperoient inceſ- 


ſamment, et qui auroit pour baſe les 
ſtipulations de traitẽs pareils qui ont 
dejà anterieurement ẽtẽ arretes, et ont 


fait Pobject de Punion la plus etroite, - 
entre les deux empires. Pour cet effet, 


leurs dites Majeſtés ont nommés pour 


leurs Plenipotentiaires, ſavoir, ſa Ma- 


jeſte Britannique le Sieur Charles 
Whitworth, ſon Envoye Extraordinaire 
et Miniſtre Plenipotentiaire auprès de 
fa Majeſte Imperiale de toutes les Ruſ- 


ſies, Chevalier de l'Ordre du Bain; et 
{a Majeſtẽé Imperiale de toutes les Ruſ- 
hes le Sieur ſean Comte d'Ofterman, 
ſon Vice Chancellier, Conſeiller Prive 


actuel, Senateur, et Chevalier des Or- 


dres de St. Andre, de St. Alexandre 
Newſky, Grand Croix de celui de St. 
Vladimir de la premiere Claſſe de St. 


Anne; le Sieur Alexandre Comte de 


Beſborodko, ſon Grand Maitre de la 


Cour, Conſeiller Privé actuel, Direc- 


teur General des Poſtes, et Chevalier 


des Ordres de St. André, de St. Alex- 
andre Newſky, et Grand Croix de celui 
ie St. Vladimir de la premiere Claſſe; 


et le Sieur Arcadi de Morcoff Conſeil- 


ler Prive, Membre du College des Af- 
faires Etrange es Chevalier de l Ordre 
de St. Alexandre Newſky, et Grand 


Croix de celui de St. Vladimir de la 


premiere Claſſe: Leſquels, après avoir 
©hange entr'eux leurs Pleinpouvoirs, 
Touyes en bonne et dus forme, ſont 
wuvenus des articles ſuivans. 


| In the Name of the Moſt Holy Trinity · 


IS Britannic Majeſty, and her Ma- 
jeſty the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, 
animated with a deſire equally ſincere to 
ſtrengthen more and more the ties of 
friendſhip and good underſtanding which 
ſo h ſubſiſt between them and 


their reſpective Monarchies, have 
thought that nothing would more effec- 


tually contribute to this ſalutary end 
than the concluſion of a/ Treaty of 
Defenſive Alliance, concerning which, 


they ſhould occupy themſelves forth- 
— and which ſhould have for baſis 


the ſtipulations of ſimilar treaties which 
have already been heretofore concluded, 


and have made the objects of the moſt 


intimate union between the two em- 


pires. For this purpoſe their ſaid Ma- 


jeſties have named for their Plenipo- 
tentiaries, that is to ſay, his Britan- 


nick Majeſty, the Sieur Charles Whit- 


worth, his Envoy” Extraordinary and 
Minifter Plenipotentiary to her. Im- 
perial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, Knight 
of the Order of the Bath; and her 
Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, che 
Sieur ſohn Count Oſterman, her Vice- 
Chancellor, actual Privy Councillor, 


Senator and Knight of the Orders of 


St. Andrew, of St. Alexander N 


_ Great Croſs of that of St. Vladimir of | 


the firſt Claſs of St. Anne; the Sicur 
Alexander Count of Bezborodko, her 
Gre:t- Maſter of the Court, àctual 
Privy Councillor, Director General, of 


the Voſts, and Knight of the Orders of 


St. Andrew, of St. Alexander Newſky, 
and Great Croſs of that of St. Vladi- 
mir of the firſt Claſs; and the Sieur 
Arcadi de Morcoff, Privy Councillor, 


Member of the College of Foreign 


Affairs, Knight of the Order of St. 
Alexander Newſky, and Great Croſs of 
that of St. Vladimir ef the firſt Claſs ; 
Who, after having mutually exchanged 
their fall powers, found to be in good 
and due form, have agreed upou the 


following articles. as 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE I. 


II y aura une amitie fincere et con- 


ſtante entre ſa Majeſte Britannique et 
{a Majeſte I'Imperatrice de toute les 


Ruſſies, leurs heritiers et ſuceſſeurs, et 
en conſequence de cette union intime, 


les Hautes Parties contractantes n'au · 
ront rien plus fortement à coeur que 


d'avancer, par tous les moyens poſſi- 
bles, leurs interets mutuels, de detour- 
ner Pun de l'autre tout ce qui pourroit 


lui caufer quelque tort, dommage ou 
- Prejudice, et de fe maintenir recipro- 
quement dans la tranquille poſſeſſion de 
leurs etats, droits, commerce et prero- 
gatives quelconques en fe garantifſant, 
pour cet effet rectproquement tous leurs 
pays, etats et poſſeſſions, tels qu' elles 
les polſedent aucb ellement, ainſi que 
ceux qu'elles pourroĩent acquerir par des 
traités. . 5 


ARTICLE 11. 


Si malgrẽ, les efforts qu'elles employ- 


eront d'un commun accord pour atte- 
indre ce but, il arrivoit cependant que 
Pune d'entre elles füt attaquee par mer 
ou par terre, Pautre lui pretera d' abord, 


et des que la requiſition lui en aura ete. 


faite, les ſecours ſtipulés par les articles 
ſubſequens de ce trait. 


„„ MSIE 1336---- 
Sa Majeſtẽ Britannique et ſa Majeſtẽ 


Imperiale de toutes les Ruſſies decla- 


rent toutefois, qu'en contractant la 
preſente alliance, elles n'entendent nul- 
lement offenſer par là nifaĩre du tort A 


qui que ce ſoit; mais que leur unique 
intention eſt de pourvoir par ces en- 


 gagemens à leur avantage et sũreté re- 


eiproque, ainſi qu au retabliſſement de 
la paix, et au maintien de la tranquili- 
lite generale de l' Europe, et ſurtout de 


celle du Nord. 


ARTICLE Iv. 


Puiſque les deux Hautes Parties 


Contractantes profeſient le meme vocu 
de ſe rendre leurs ſecours mutuels auſſi 


avantageux que poſſible, et que les 


forces naturelles de la Ruſſie cenſiſtent 
en troupes de terre, tandis que la Grande 
Bretagne peut principalement fournir 


des vaiſſeaux de guerre, on eſt convenu 


que fi ſa Majeſte Britannique etoit at- 


* 


TREATY. 
- ARTICLE ft. 
There ſhall be a fincere and conſtane 


friendſhip between his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty and her Majeſty the - Empreſs of 


all the Ruſſias, their heirs and ſucceſ. 


ſors, and, in conſequence of this inti- 
mate union, the high contracting parties 
ſhall - have nothing more ſtrongly at 
heart than to promote by all poſſible 
means their mutual intereſts, to avert 
from each other whatever might cauſe 


them any injury, damage, or prejudice, - 


and to maintain themſelves reciprocally 
in the- undiſturbed poſſeſſion of their 
dominions, rights, commerce, and pre- 
rogatives whatſoever, by guaranteeing 
reciprocally for this purpoſe all their 
countries, dominions, and poſſeſſions, 


as well ſuch as they actually poſſeſs, av 


thoſe which they may acquie by trea- 
ty : 3 | | | | RT? 

| AETICEN 11 
If, notwithſtanding the efforts which 
they ſhall employ by common conſent 
in order to obtain this end, it ſhould 
nevertheleſs happen that one of them 
ſhould be attacked by ſea or land, the 
other ſhall. furniſh him, immediately 
on the requiſition being made, the fuc- 
cours ſtipulated by the zollowing arti- 
cles of this treaty. 7 


„ cod ADICAR n. 
His Britannic Majeſty and ber 
Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias de- 
clare, however, that in contracting the 
preſent alliance, their intention is by 
no means to give offenee thereby, or 
to injure any one, but that their ſole 
intention is to provide by theſe engage · 


ments for their reciprocal advantage 
and ſecurity, as well as for the re- eſta- 


bliſhment of peace, and for the main- 
tenance of the general tranquillity of 
Europe, and above all that of the 
North OE 


 GRTICLE Iv, 
As the two high contracting parties 
profeſs the ſame deſire to render to each 
other their mutual ſuccours as advants- 


geous as poſſible, and as the natural 


force of Ruſſia conſiſts in land troops, 
whilſt Great Britain can principally 
furniſh ſhips of war, it is agreed upon, 
that if his Britannic Majeſty ſhoute 


be attacked or diſturbed by any other 
>< N power, 
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tagose ou troublce. par quelque autre 


puiſſance, et en quelque manière que 


ce {oit, dans la poſſeſſion d2 les eats et 


provinces, de forte qu'elle jugeat ne- 


ceſſaire de requerir Paſhſtance de ſon 
all'è, ſa Majeſté Imperiale de toutes 
les Ruſſies lui enverra d' abord dix mille 
hommes d'infanterie et deux mille de 
cavalerie. Si, de Pautre-cote, ſa Ma- 
jeſts Imperiale de toutes les Ruſſies ſe 
trouyoit attaquẽe ou troublee par quel- 
que autre puiſſance, et en quelque Ma- 
nière que ce foit, dans la poſſeſſion de 
ſes etats et provinces, de forte quelle 
Jugeat neceſſaire de requerir Fafſiftance 
de fon allie, fa Majeſte. Britannique luis 
enverra Wabord une eſcadre de douze 
vaiſſeaux de guerre, et de ligne, portant 
ſept cens huit canons, ſelon la liſte ſui- 
vante ; deux vaiſſeaux de ſeptante 
quatre canons, faiſant enſemble cent 
quarante huit canons, et neuf cens ſoix- 
ante hommes d'equipage; fix vaiſſeaux 
de ſoixante canons, faiſant trois cens 
ſolxante canons, deux mille quatre cens 
hommes d'equipage; quatre valſſeaux 
de cinquante canon, faiſant deux cens 
canons, mille deux cens hommes d'equi- 
page; le tout douze vaiſſeaux, ſept cens 


huit canons, et quatre mille einq cens 


foixante hommes d'equipage. Cette 
eſcadre ſera dutment equippee et armee 
en guerre. Leſquels ſecours ſeront re- 
ſpectirement ehvoycs aux endroits qui 
ſeront defign&s par la partie requerante, 
et demeureront à la libre diſpoſition de 
celle-ci pendant tout le tems que les 
boſtilitss dureronts . 


"ARTICLE v. 


Mais 6 la nature de Fattaque ẽtot | 


telle que la partie attaquee ne trouvat 
pas de ſon interèt de demander les ſe- 
cours eſtectifs, tels qu ils ont ete ſtipulẽ 


dans l'article precedent, alors les deux 


hautes parties contractantes ont reſolu 
de convertir le dit ſecours dans un ſub» 
hide en argent: C'eſt-A- dire, fi fa Ma- 
elle Britannique venoit A ꝭtre attaquee, 
et preferoit des. ſecours en argent, fa 
Majeſté Imperiale de toutes les Ruſſies, 
apres la requiſition prèalablement faite, 


lu) payera la ſomme de cinq cens mille 


zoubles par an, pendant tout le tems des 
hoſtilites, pour Paider à ſupporter les 
fraix de la guerre; et ſi fa Majeſte 
Imperiale de toutes les Ruffies venoit à 


fie attaquee, et preferoit des ſecours 


& argent, fa Majelts Britannique lui 


power, and in Whatever manner it 
mizht be, in the poſſeſſion of his do- 
minions and provinces, ſo that he 
ſhould think it neceſſaq to require the 
aſſiſtance of his ally, her Imperial 


Majeſty of all the Ruſſias ſhall ſend 


him immediately ten thouſand infantry 


and two thouſand horſe, If, on the, 
other hand, her Imperial Majeſty of 
all the Ruſſias ſhould find herſelf at- 


taeked or diſturbed by any other power, 
and in whatever manner it may be, in 


the poſſeſſion of her dominions and 
provinces, ſo that the ſhould think it 


neceſſary to require the aſſiſtance of her 


ally, his Britannie Majeſty mall ſend 


her forthwith a ſquadron of twelve 
ſhips of war and of the line, carrying 


ſeven hundred and-eight guns, accord- 
ing to the following lift ; Two ſhips of 


ſeyenty-four guns. making together one 
hundred and forty-eight guns, and the 


crews nine hundred and fixty men; 


— 


ſhips of ſixty guns, making three hun- 


dred and ſixty guns, and the crews two 
thoufand four hundred men; four ſhips 
of fifty guns, making two hundred guns, 


and the crews twelve hundred men. In 


the whole twelve ſhips, ſeven hundred 
and eight guns. and the- crews four 
thouſand five hundred and faxty men. 
This ſquadron ſhall be properly equip» 
ped and armed for war. Theſe fuc- 
cours thall be reſpectively ſent to the 


places which thall be ſpecitied by the 


requiring party, and ſhall remain at 
his free diſpoſal as long as hoftilities 
Arn tnn wherthtes tn fs ©. 
2 " AETICLE v. 3 

But if the nature of the attack were 


ſuch, as that the party attacked ſhould 


not find it to his intereſt to demand the 
effective ſuccours, ſuch as they have 


been ſtipulated. for in the preceding ar- 


ticle in that caſe the two high con- 
tracting powers have reſolved to change 
the ſaid ſuccour- into a pecuniary ſub- 
ſidy; that is to ſay, if his Britannic 
Majeſty ſhould be attacked; and ſhould 
prefer pecuniary ſuccours, her Imperial 


Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, after tha 


requifition having been previouſſy made, 
ſhall pay to him che ſum of five hun« 


dred thouſand ruubles yearly, during the 


continuance of hoſtilities, to aſſiſt him 
to ſupport the expences of the war 
and if her Imperial Majeſty 
Nuſſias ſhould be attacked, and ſhould 

f 2 prefer 


of all the 
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fournira la mEme ſomme par an, auſſi 


longtems que les hoſtilites dureront, 


S 


| ARTICLE VI. | 
Si la partie requiſe, apres avoir prete 
le ſecours ſtipulẽ par le quatrieme article 
le ce traite, etoit attaquee elie-meme, 


de ſorte qu'elle fut miſe par la dans la 


neceſſitẽ de rapeller ſes troupes pour 
ſa propre ſuretẽ, il lui ſera libre de le 
aire, après en avoir averti deux mois 
auparavant la partie reque ante. Pa- 
reillement, fi la partie requiſe etoit 
elle - mẽme en guerre dans le tems de la 
requiſit on; de forte qu'elle fit obligee 
de retenir aupres d'elle pour ſa propre 
ſuretẽ et defenſe les forces qu'elle devoit 
fournir à ſon alliẽ en vertu de ce traits ; 
en ce cas la partie requiſe ſera diſpen- 
{ce de fournir les dits ſecours pendant 
tout le tems que cette neceſſitẽ durera. 


rer en. 


Les troupes auxiliairts de la Ruſſie 
ſeront pourvues d'art llerĩe de carapagne, | 


ce munitions de guerre, et de tout ce 


dont elles ont beſoin à proportion de 


leur nombre. Elles ſeront payees et 
recrutẽes annuellement par la cour re- 


quiſe. Quant aux rations et portions 


ordinaires en vivres et en fourages, 
ainſi qu'aux quartiers, ils leur ſeront 
donnes, par la cour requerante, et tont 


cela ſur le pied qu'elle entretient ou 


entretienda ſes propres troupes en cam- 
Pagne et dans les quartiers. . 


ARTICLE VIII. 


1 . En cas que les dites troupes am. £ 
_ aires. de la Ruſſie demandces par ſa 


Majeſtẽ Britannique fuſſent obligees de 
marcher par terre, et de traverſer les 
etats de quelques autres puiſſances, ſa 
Majeſte Brittannique s mployera de 


concert avec ſa Majeſte Imperiale de 


toutes les Ruſſies, à leur procurer un 
libre paſſage, et leur fournira en route 
les vivres et les fourages neceſſaires, de 


la maniere que cela ſe trouve ſtipule 
dans Particle precedent; et lorſqu'elles 


auront a paſſer la mer, ſa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique prendra ſur elle, ou de les 
tranſporter ſur ſes propres vaiſſeaux, ou 


bien de fournir les Fraix de ce tranſ- 


4 a 


mall laſt. 


prefer pecuniary fucconrs, his Britan- 
nick Majeſty ſhall furniſh her with the 


ſame ſum yearly, as long as hoſtilities 
ſhall laſt. . 


; 1 » | 
ATI E vi. | 
If the party required, after having 


furniſhed the ſuccour ſtipulated in the 
fourth article of this treaty, ſhould be 


himfelf attacked, ſo as to fut him 
thereby under the neceſſity of recalling 
his troops for his own ſatety he ſhall 
be at liberty to do after hwing in- 


for ned the requiring party thereof tuo 


months beforehand, In like manner, 
if the party required were h mſelf at 
war at the time of the requiſition, 6 
that he ſhould be obliged to retain near 
himſelf, for his own proper ſecurity and 
defence, the forces which he is bound 
to furniſh to his ally in virtue of this 
treaty ; in ſuch cafe tie party requred 
ſhail be diſpenied from furniſhing the 
ſaid ſuccour fo long as the ſaid neceſſity 


ARTICLE VII. 


1 The Ruſſian auxiliary troops ſhall * 


be provided with field artillery, ammuni- 
tion and every thing of which they 
may ſtand in need in proportion to their 
number. 'Tbey ſhall be paid and re- 
cruited annually by the requiring court. 
With regard to the ordinary rations 
and portions of proviſions and forage, 
as. well as quarters, they ſhall be fur- 
niſhed to them by the requiring court, 
the whole on the footing upon which 
his own troops are or ſhall be maintaits 


ed in the field or in quarters. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
In caſe the ſaid Ruſſian auxiliary 
troops required by his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be obliged to march by 
land, and to traverſe the dominions 0 
any other powers, his Britannic Ma- 


jeſty ſhall uſe his endeavours jointly | 
with her Imperial Majeſty of all the | 


Ruſſi as to obtain for them a free paſ⸗ 
ſage, and ſhall ſupply them on 

march with the neceſſary provifions and 
forage in the manner ſtipulated in the 
preceding article; and when tne 
have to croſs the ſea, his Britann's 
Majeſty ſhall take upon himſelf either 
to tranſport them in his own ſhips, er 


to defray the expences of their pale! 3 


ob as: a ai. 


hey ſhall | 


mm. Mc Rn 
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port; ce qui doit $'entendre auſſi les 
recruẽs que ſa Majeſtẽ Imperiale ſera 
obligee d'envoyer à ſes troupe-, auſſi 
bien que du retour de ce es- ci en Ruſſie 
lorſquelles ſeront cu renvoyees par a 
Majeſté Britannique ou rap e ces par 
ſa Ma eſtẽ Imperiale de toutes les Ruf- 
ſies pour ſa propre defence, ſelꝛn PAr- 
ticle VI. de ce Traite, II eft ſtipulé 
de plus que dans le cas ou de rappel ou 
de renvoie des dites troupes, un convoi 
ſuffiſant de vaiſſeaux de guerre les eſ- 
cortera pour leur {irete. | e 


2 


ARTICLE 1X... 


Tofficier commandant, ſoit des trou- 


pes auxiliaires de ſa Majeſte Imperiale 
de toutes les Ruſſies, ſoit de Peſcadre 
que ſa Majeſte Britanniqu- doit four- 
nir à la Ruſſie, gardera le commande- 


ment qui lui a été confié; mais le 


commandement general appartiendra 
inconteſtablement à celui que la partie 
rẽquẽrante aura nomme pour cela, fous 
la reſtriction pourtant qu'on n'entre- 
prenda rien d' important qui ne ſoit au- 
paravant regle et determine dans un 
conſeil de guerre, en preſence du gene- 
ral et des officiers commandans de la 
partie requiſe, | . 


3 


ARTICLE x. 


Et pour prevenir toute conteſtation 


fur le rang, la partie requerante ſera 
connoitre a tems le chef auquel elle 
donnera le commandement general ſoit 
de la flotte ſoit des troupes de terre, 
afin que la partie requiſe puiſſe regler 
en conſequence le rang de celui qui 
aura a commander les troupes auxili- 
aires ou vaiſſeaux, _ SS OE 
ARTICLE XI. 


De plus, ces forces auxiliaires auront 
leurs propres aumGniers et Vexerciſe en- 


ticrement libre de leur religion, et ne 
ſeront juges dans tout ce qui a rapport 


au ſervice militaire que ſelon les loix et 
les articles de guerre” de leur propre 
ſouverain. II ſera permis de meme au 
general ainſi qu' au reſte des forces aux- 
lliaires, d entre tenir une correſpondance 
libre avec leur patrie, ſoit par lettre, 


beit par des expres. 


tie fame Je Alo to“ be npderflood os 


well with regard to the recruits which 
her Imperial Majeſty will be obFg2d'ta 


ſend to her troops, as reſpecting their 


return to Ruſſia whenever they ſhall 
either be ſent back by his Ptitannic 


Mzjefty or recalled by her Imperial 


Majeſty of all the Ruſſias for her own 
defence, according to Article VI. of 


this treaty. It is further agreed upon, 
that, n caſe: of recalling or ſending 
back the ſaid troops, an adequate con- 
voy of ſh ps of war ſhall eſcort them 


for their ſecurity. 40 


The commanding officer, whether of 
the auxiliary troops ' of her Imperial 
Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, or of the. 
ſquadron which his Britannic Majeſ- 
ty is to furniſh Ruſſia with ſhall keep 
the command which has been intruſted 
to him; but the command in chief 
ſhall belong moſt certainly to him 
whom the requiring party ſhall ap- 
point for that purpoſe z under the re- 
ſtriction however that nothing of im- 
portance ſhail be undertaken that ſhall 
not have been before-hand regulated 
and determined upon in a council of 
war, in the preſence of the general 
and command.ng officers of the party 
required. a ; 
ARTICLE IX. © 
And, in order to prevent all diſputes 
about rank, the requiring party ſhall 
give due notice of the officer to whom 
he will give the command in chief, 
whether of a fleet o of land forces; to 


* * 


the end that the party required may re- | 


- gulate in conſequence the rank of him 
who ſhall have to command the aux- 
illary troops or ſhips. 


ARTICLE XI. 


Moreover, theſe auxiliary forces ſhall 


have their own chaplains, and the en- 
tirely free exerciſe. of their religion, 


and ſhall not be judged in whatever ap- 


pertains to military ſervice, otherwiſe 


than according to the laws and articles 


of war of their own ſovereign. It ſhall 
likewiſe be permitted for the general 
and the reſt of the auxiliary forces to 
keep up a free correſpondence with 
their country, as well by letters as ex- 
preſſes. „ 
; ARTICLE 
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2 ARTIELY Fit. 


| Les forces auxiliaires de part et a' 


autre devront demeurer enſemble au- 


tant que poſſible z. et pour eviter 4 


elles ne ſoient aſſujetties à plus de 


tigues que les autres, et alin qu'il y ait 
dans toutes les expeditions et 3 
une egalite 128 le general en chef 


era tenu d obſerver dans toutes les 
occaſions une juſte , proportion ſelon 


Ja force de toute la flotte ou armee. 


ARTICLE XI11, 


Ueſcadre que {4 Majeſts Britannique 


2 fournir en virtu de cette alliance, 
regue dans tous les ports de ſa Ma- 
xe Imperiale de toutes les Ruſſies, ou 
elle éprouvera le traitement le plus 


amical, et ſera pouryue de tout ce dont 


elle pourra avoir beſoin, en payant 
tout au meme prix que les vaiſſeaux 
de fa Majeſté Imperiale de toutes les 


Kuſſies; et il ſera permis a la dite 


\ - 


eſcadre de retourner chaque annee dans 
les ports de la Grand Bretagne auſſitot 
que la ſaiſon ne permettra plus de tenir 


Ja mer; mais il eſt formellement et 
des à preſent ſtipule que cette eſcadre 
reviendra chaque annce dans la mer 

Baltique vers le commencement. du 


bd . 


mois de May, pour ne Ja quitter 


derechef qu'au mois d' Octobre, et 
cela autant de fois que le cas du tritẽ 


" ARTICLE Xx .. 
La partie requerante, en demandant 
les ſecours ftipule par ce traité, indi- 
guera en meme tems à la partie re- 
quiſe Je lieu, on elle defirera qu'il ſe 
rende d'abord; et il ſera libre à la dite 
partie requerante de ſe ſervir du ſecours 
mentionne, pendant tout le tems qu'il 


Jui ſera continuce. de la manicre et 


aux endroits qu'elle jugera le plus con- 
venable pour ſon ſervice contre l'aggreſ- 


ſeur. i 


ARTICE XV. 
Le cas de ce traite d'alliance ne ſera 
point applicable aux guerres qui pour- 
ront ſurvenir entre ſa Majeſte Imperiale 


de toutes les Ruſſies et les puiflances 


et peuples d*Afie, pour leſequelles ſa 


Majeſte Britannique ſera dif; enſce de 


army. 


uber 41. 
The auxiliary forces on both fides 


ſhall be kept together as much as poſ- 


fible; and in order to avoid their being 


ſubjeRed to greater fatigue than the 


others, and to the end that there may 


be in every expedition and operation 
a perfect equality, the commander in 
chief ſhall be bound to obſerve on every 


occaſion a juſt proportion, acccording 


to the force 


ARTICLE XI. © 


The ſquadron which his Britanni® 


Majefiy is to furniſh by virtue of thi? 
alliance, ſhall be admitted into all the 


2 of her Imperial Majſty of all the 


Ruſhas, where it ſhall experience the 
moſt amicable treatment, nd ſhall be 
2 with evely thing which it may 
in nced of, on paying the ſame 

5675 as the ſhips of her Imperial 
ajeſty of all the Ruſſias;z and the 
ſaid ſquadron hall be allowed to return 
every year to the ports of Great- 


Britain, as foorf as the ſeaſon will no 
longer permit it to keep the ſea; but it 


is formally and from this time forward 
Ripulated, that this ſquadron ſhall re- 
turn every year to the Baltic Sea about 
the beginning of the month of May, 
not to quit it again before the month 
of October, and that as often as the 


exigency of | the Treaty ſhall require it. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
The requiring party, in claiming the 


ſuccours ſtipulated by this Treaty, ſhall 
point out at the ſame time to the re- 


quired party, the place where he ſhall 


wiſh that it may, in the firſt inſtance, 
repair; and the ſaid requiring party 
ſhall be at liberty to make uſe of the 


aid ſuccour during the whole time it 


mall be continued to him, in ſuch man- 
ner and at ſuch places as he ſhall judge 
to be moſt ſuitable fot his ſervice againſt 


the aggreſſor. 
- ARTICLE XV. 


The conditions of this Treaty of 


Alliance ſhall not be apf licable to the 


wers which may ariſe between her 


Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruffias and 


the powers and people of Alia, reſpect. 
ing whom his Britannic Majefty hol 


of the whole fleet or 


., OO ma A ca ” ww SITY — — 
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| prkter les ſecours ſtipulẽs par le preſent 
traitez excepte le cas d'une attaque 


faite par une puiſſanee Europeenne 2 | 


conque contre les droits et poſſeffions 
de ſa Majeſtic Imperiale en quelque 
,artie du monde que ce ſoit, Comme 
auſſi de l'autre cote ſa Majeſte Imperiale 
de toutes les Ruſſies ne ſera point tenue 
de fournir les ſecours ſtipulés par ce 
mime” traits dans quelque cas que ce 
ſoit, excepte d' une attaque fait par une 
puiſſance Europeenne quelconque contre 
les droits et poſſeſſions de ſa Mayjeſte 
Britannique en quelque partie du monde 


ARTICLE XVI. 


II a &6 egalement convenu qu'en 


egard à Ia grande diſtance des lieux, les 
troupes que ſa Majeſtẽ Imperiale des 
toutes les Ruſſies aura à fournir en 
vertu de cette alliance pour la defenſe 
de ſa Majeſte Britannique ne ſeront pas 
envoyces en Eſpagne, en Portugal, ni 
en Italie, et encore moins hors de 
Europe. e | 
ARTICLE xviI. | 

Si les ſecoures R'pules dans VArticle 
IV. de ce Traite ne ſuffifoient pas, 
alors les parties contractantes ſe re- 
ſervent de convenir encore entr'elles 
des ſecours ulterieurs qu'elles devront 
ie donner. V 


ARTICLE xviiI. 


=_ partie r6qu*rante ne b ein | 


vi treve avec Pennemi commun, ſans y 
eomprendre. la partie requiſe, afin que 
celle-ci ne puiſſe ſouffrir aucun dom- 
mage en haine des ſecours qu'elle aura 
pretes a fon Allie, + BON 6 
ARTIOLE XIX- 
La préſente alliance defenfive ne 
Erogera en rien aux traits et alliances 


que les hautes parties contractantes 


Pourront avoir avee d'autres puillances, 
en tant que les dits traites ne ſeront 
point contraires A celui. ci. ni a l'amitiẽ 


et a la bonne intelligence qu'elles ſont 


teſolues de con ſerver conſtamment 
n SE OE 


given to his Ally. 


tween them. 


be diſpenſed with from furniſhing the 


ſuccours ſtipulated by the preſent 
Treaty ; excepting in the caſe of an 
attack made by any European power 


| againft the rights and poſſeſſions of her 


Imperial Majeſty, in whatever part of 
the world it nay be. As alſo on the 
other hand her Imperial Majeſty of 
all the Ruſſias ſhall not be bound to 
furniſh the ſuccours ftipalated by this 
ſame Treaty in any caſe whatever, ex- 
cepting that of an attack made by any 
European power againſt the rights and 
poſſeſſions of his Britannic Majeſty in 


. Whatever part of the world it may be. 


© ARTICLE XVI. 2 
It has been in like manner agreed 


upon, that, conſidering the great dif- 


tance of places, the troops which her 
Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias 
will have to- furniſh by virtue of this 
alliance, for the defence of his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, ſhall not be ſent to 


Spain, Portugal or Italy, and ftill lefs 
out of Europe, e N 


ARTICLE VII. 

If the ſuccours ſtipulated in the 

Fourth Article of this Treaty ſhould 
not be ſufficient, in that caſe the con- 
tracting parties reſerve to themſelves 
to make a further proviſion between 
themſelves with reſpe& to the additional 
ſuccours which they ſhould give to each 
other. 8: CON 


ARTICLE XVIII. 


The requiring party ſhall make | 


neither peace nor truce with the com- 
mon enemy, without including the re- 
quired party, to the end that the latter 
may not ſuffer any injury in conſe- 
quence of the ſuccours he ſhall have 


. 


ARTI CLE XIX. 
The preſent Deſenſiue Alliance hall 


in no way derogate from the Treaties 
and Alliances which the high contract- 
ing parties may have with other powers, 
inaſmuch as the ſaid Treaties ſhall not 
be contrary to this, nor to the friend- 


ſhip and good underſtanding which they 


are reſolved conſtantly to keep up be- 


ARTICLE, 
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92 ARTICLE XX. 


> quelqu'autre puiſſance vouloit 
accẽder a la prẽſente alliance, leurs dites 


Mazeſtẽs ſont conveniies de ſe concerter 


entrelles ſur VFadmiſhon de cette 


puiſlance. 


ARTICLE XXI. 

Les deux hautes parties contractantes 
deſirant, mutuellement et avec em- 
preſſement d' affermir et de conſolider 

autant que poſſible, Pamitic et Punion 
dcja heureuſement exiſtantes entr' elles, 
et de protẽger et d'etendre le commerce 
entre leurs ſujets reſpectifs, s engagent 


à proceder, ſans delai, à la formation 


dun arrangement definitif de com- 
= > ARTICYE 'XXIT-" 
© Les circonſtances pouvant amener la 
| neceſſits de faire quelques changemens 
dans les ſtipulations du preſent Traits, 
les hautes parties contractantes ont 
trouve bon d'en fixer le terme à huit 
ans, à compter du jour de l'enchange 
des ratifications; mais avant l'expira- 
tion de la huitieme année il ſera re- 
nouvelle ſelon les circonſtances d' alors. 


e 
Le preſ:nt Traité d' All'ance ſera 


ratific, et les ratifications echanges- ici, 


dans Peſpace de deux mois, ou pliitot 
& faire ſe pourra. > | 


En foi de quoi les ſuſdits Miniſtres 


Plenipotentiaires des deux c0ie3 ont 


figne le preſent Traits, et y ont appoſe _ 


le cachet de leurs armes. 


Fait à St. Peterſbourg, le Sept- | 
| Dixhuit Fevrier, Mil Sept Cens 


_ Quarre-vingt-quinze. 


(L. 8. Cuartzs WAI TWO Tu. ; 


ARTICLE XR. © 
If any other power would accede tg 
this preſent Alliance, their ſaid. Ma- 
jeſties have agreed to concert together 
upon the admiſſion of ſuch power. 
1 ARTICLE XXI, 
The two high contracting parties, 
defiring mutually and with eagerneſs 
to ſtrengthen and to conſolidate as much 
as poſſible the friendſhip and union 
already happily ſubſiſting between them, 
and to protect and extend the com- 
merce between their reſpective ſubjects, 
promiſe to proceed, without delay, to 


the forming of a definitive arrangement 
of commerce. 


ARTICLE XXIII. 
As circumſtances may make it ne- 
ceſſary to make ſome change in the 
clauſes of the preſent Treaty, the high 
contracting parties have thought proper 


to fix the duration of it to eight years, 
counting from the day of exchanging 
the ratifications; but before the ex- 
piration of the eighth year, it ſhall be 


renewed according to exiſting circum- 


. ARTICLE xxIII. 


The preſent Treaty of Alliance ſhalf 


be ratified, and the ratifications ex- 
changed here, in the ſpace of tue 
months, or ſooner if it can be done. 


In witneſs whereof the above 


mentioned Miniſters Plenipotentiary on 


both ſides have figned the preſent . 


Treaty, and haye thereunto affixed the 


ſeal of their arms. 


Done at St. Peterſburgh, this 

_ Seventh-Eighteenth of February, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Ninety-five. ces WY 


(I. s. Crx Juan DO. 


(L. S.) AT EXANDRE CTE DE 
Bez RBOROD Ro. ; 
(L. S.) Arxcapy DE Mox cor r. 
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gA Majeſtẽ I'Empereur et Sa Majeſte 
le Roi de la Grande Bretagne, 
. d:firant de renouveller et de cimenter 
les anciens rapports d'amitie et d' in- 
timite entre leurs Couronnes et leurs 
Etats reſpeRifs, auſſi bien que de pour- 
voir d'une maniere ſolide et permanente 
à leur ſdrete future, et I la tranquillitẽ 
generale de l'Europe, ſe ſont deter- 
minces, en conſequence de ces vues 
ſalutaires, A proctder à fa confection 
dun nouveau Traité d' Alliance, et 
elles ont nommẽ à cet effet, ſavoir, ſa 
Majeſts l' Empereur, ſon Conſeiller in- 
time actuel et Miniſtre des Affaires 


TREATY 


Of Defenſive Alliance between His Britannic Majeſty and > 
the Emperor of Germany. Signed at Vienna, the 2oth of 


His Majeſty. the Emperor, and hie 


" Majeſty the King of Great Britain, 
being defirous to renew and to cement 


the ancient relations of friendſhip and 


intimacy between their Crowns and 
their reſpective dominions, as well as 


to provide, in a ſolid and permanent 
manner, for their future ſafety, and for 


the general tranquillity of Europe, have 
determined, in conſequence of theſe 


. ſalutary views, to proceed to the con- 
 clufion of a new Treaty of Alliance; 
and they have nominated for that pur- 


poſe, viz. his Majeſty the Emperor his 


actual Privy Councillor and Miniſter 
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Etrangeres, Baron de Thugut, Com- for Foreign Affair, Baron de Thugut, 
mandeur de POrdre de St. Etienne; et Commander of the Order of St. 
ſa Majeſts le Roi de la Grande Bre- Stephen, and his Majeſty the King of 
tagne, le Chevalier Morton Eden, Great Britain, Sir Morton Eden, one 
Conſeiller Prive de fa Majeſté, Cheva- of his Majeſty's Privy Councillors, 


ler de POrdre du Bain, Envoyé Ex- 
wordinaire et Miniftrs Plenipoten- 
tlaire de fa Majeſté auprès de la Cour 
de Vienne; leſquels, après vetre 
communiquẽs leurs pleinpouvoirs te- 
ſpectifs, ſont convenus des Articles 
luvants, : ER A Ke ; 


— 


Arent 
Ax aura entre ſa Majeſte Imper ale 
et ſa Majeſte Britannique, leurs Heri- 
tiers et Succeſſeuts, et entre 8 
flats, provinces et ſujets reſpectifs de 
urs dites Majeſtes, une parfaite et 
ſocere bonne intelligence, amitié et 
alliance dẽfenſive. Lenrs hautes parties 
contractantes apporteront tous leurs ſoins 
au maintien de leurs interets communs, 
et employeront tous les moyens qui 
| feront en leur pouvoir pour ſe defendre 
et zuantir mutuellement contre toute 
aercſſion hoſtile, | 8 = 
ARTE IDS ES: = 
Les hautes parties contractantes agl- 
nt avec un concert parfait en tout ce 
Jul aura rapport au rẽtabliſſement et au 
mantien de la paix .gtnerale 3 et elles 
mployeroat tous leurs efforts pour pri - 


Knight of the Bath, Envoy Extraordi- 


nary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 


his ſaid Majeſty at the Court of Vienna- 
who, after having communicated to 


each other their reſpective full powers, 


have agreed upon the following articles. 


) There ſhall be between his Imperial 


Majeſty and his Britannic Majeſty, their 
heirs and ſucceſſors, and between all 


the reſpective dominions, provinces and 
3 their (aid Majeſties, a perf 
and fincere good underſtanding, friend- 


ſhip and defenſive alliance. The high ' 
contracting partres ſhall uſe all their en- 


deavours for the maintenance of their 
common intereſts, and ſhall employ all 
the means in their power to defend and 


guaranty each other mutually againſt 
every hoſtile aggreſſion:: 4 


_ ARTICLE 1t, . 
The high contracting parties ſhall act 


in perfect concert in every thing which 
relates to the re-eftabliſhmeant and to 


maintenance of general peace; and they | 
ſhall employ all their Arts do POT 
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nir, par les voyes de negociation ami- 


c ile, les attaques dout elles paurront 
tre menacces, ſoit ſeparẽment ſoit 
C>nointement, ; | 

ARTICLE It, 


= 


: h & +3 : ' 2 „ 1 4 
Au cas que Pune des deux hautes 
parties contraQtantes vint à ttre atta- 


quece, moleſtèe ou inquietée dans la 


poſſeſſion de ſes etats, territoires ou vil- 


les quelconques, ou dans exerciſe de 
tes droits, li bertés et franchiſes par 


tout, et ſans aucune exception, 'autre 
apportera tous ſes foins pour ſecourir 
{on altic ſans d#laj, et de la mannière 
ci-deflus mentionnee. n 


Arier tg wit 
Leurs Majeſtés Imperiale et Britan- 155 
nique ſe garantiſſent reciproquement, et 


de la manière la plus expieſſe, tous 
leurs etats, territoires, villes, droits, 
libertes et franchiſes quelconques, tels 
qu' elles les poſſedent aRuellemeat, et 


tels qu'elles les poſſederont apres la con- 


cluſion d'une paix générale, faite de 
leur commun accord et conſentement, 
en conformite de leurs engagements, 
mutuels à cet. egard, dans la Conven- 


tion du zome Aout, 1793. Et le cas 
caſe of this defenſive alliance ſhall exiſt 


de cette alliance defenſive exiſtera des le 
moment, et toutes les fois, que lune 
des deux hautes parties contractantes 


ſera troublee, moleſtée, ou inquietee 
peaceable enjoyment of its dominions, 


dans la jouiflance paifible de ſes etats, 
territoires, villes, droits, libertes ou 
Franchiſes queleonques, - ſelon letat de 
poſſeſſion actuel, et felon Petat de poſe 
{Mon qui exiſtera i Pepoque ci-deſſus 


' 'ARTYCLE V. | 
Les ſecours à fournir reciproquement, 


en vertu de ce traite,. confiſteront en 
vingt mills hommes d infanterie, et ſix 


mille hommes de cavalrie, leſquels ſe- 
ront fournis dans Leſpace de deux mois 
apres la requiſition. faite par la partie 
altaqueee et continueront d tre a 1a diſ- 
poſition pendant tout le cours de la 
guerre dans laquelle elle fera engagẽe. 


Ces ſecours ſero t pays et maintenus 


par la puifſance requiſe, par tout on 
fon alli les employera ; mais la puiſ- 


- ance requerante les pourvoira du pain 


et du fourage ncᷣceſſaires, ſur le meme 
pied que ſes propres truupes. Nan 


by the means of friendly n ation, 
the attacks with which * 
© threatened, either ſeparately or con- 
Jointly. „ 


Arie It. _ 

In caſe either of the high contract- 
ing parties ſhould be attacked, moleſſed 
or diſturbed. in the poſſeſſion of its do- 
minions, tefritories or cities whatſoever, 
or in the cxerciſe of its rights, liberties 


or franchiſes whereſvever, and without 


any exception, the other will exert all 
its endeavours to ſuccour its ally without 


delay, and in the manner herein after 
mentioned. „„ 


* ARTICLE W. 
Their Imperial and Britannie Ma- 


jeſties reciprocally guaranty to each 
. other, and in the moſt expreſs manner, 
all their dominions, territories, cities, 
rights, liberties, and franchiſes what- 


ſoever, ſuch as they at preſent poſſeſo, 
and ſuch as they ſhall poſſeſs, at the 
concluſion of a general peace, made by 
their common agreement and conſent, 
in conformity to their mutual engaze- 
ments in that reſpect in the Convention 
of the zoth of Auguſt 1793. And the 


from the moment whenever either of 
the high contracting parties ſhall be 
diſturbed, moletted or diſquieted in the 


territories, cities, rights, liberties or 
franchiſes whatſoever, according to the 
ſtate of actual poſſeſſion, and according 
to the ſtate of poſſeſſion which ſhall exiſt 
at the aboye mentioned epoch. 
ARTICLE v. 

The ſuccours to be mutually furniſh- 
ed, in virtue of this treaty, ſhall conſift 
in twenty thouſand infantry, and fix 
thouſand _ cavalry, which ſhall be 
furniſhed in the ſpace of two months 
after requiſition made by the par'y at- 
tacked, and ſhall, continue to be at its 
diſpoſition during the whole courſe of 
the war in which it thall be engaged 
Theſe ſu cours ſhall be paid and 


maintained by the power required, 


wherever its ally ſhall employ them; 
but the power requiring thall provide 
them with the nereſſary bread and 


forage upon the ſame tooting with its 


Quitt, 
quatr 


peine 


f equip 
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$i la partie rẽquerante le prefere, elle 
pourra dem ander que les ſecours ſoient 
fournis en argent: et dans ce cas, les 
ſecours ſeront comptes ſur la pied ſuj- 
vant; c'eſt-A-dire, dix mille florins de 
Hollande par mois, pour chaque mille 
hommes d'infanterie, et trente mille 
florins de Hollande par mois, pour cha- 
que mille homme de cavalerie. Et cet 
argent ſera paye de mois en mo s, en 
parties ẽgales, pour toute laune. 

Si ces ſecours ne ſuffiſojent pa pour la 
defenſe de la puiſſance requerante, Pau- 
tre partie les augmentera ſelon que le 
cas l'exigera, et ſecourra meme ſon 
alliè de toutes ſes forces, ſi les circon- 
ſtances le rendoient neceſſaire, 2 


ARTICER: VI, 
Il eſt convenu, qu'en conſideration des 
Valliance intime, etablie par ce Traite 
entre les deux couronnes, ni Pune ni 
autre des hautes parties contractantes 


ne permettra, que les vaiſſeaux ou mar- 


chandiſes appartenants à ſon allie, ou 
. aux peuples ou ſujets de fon alli, et qui 
auront ete pris ſur mer, par des vaiſſeaux 
de guerre ou corſaires quelcongues ap- 
partenants à des ennemis ou rebelles, 
ſoient amencs dans ſes ports; ni qu'il y 
ſoit arms en aucun cas, ni ſous aucun 
pretexte que ce füt, aucun vaiſſean de 
guerre, ou corſaire pour croiſer ſur les 
valſſeaux et propriẽtes de ſ n alliẽ ou de 
es ſujets, ni qu'il ſoit porte par ſes ſu- 
jets, ou ſur leurs vaiſſeaux, à x ennemis 
de fon allie, aucune munition de bouche, 
ou munition de guerre ou munition na- 
vale, Pour cs fits, auſſi ſouvent que 
la requiſition en ſera faite pat Pun des 
allies, Pautre ſera tenu de renouveller 
des prohibitions exprefles, ordonnant à 
toutes perſonnes de ſe conformer a cet 


arti ſe, ſous peine de punition exem- 


pla re, en outre de la pleine reſtitution 

et ſatisfaction à faire aux parties leſces, 
-ARTICET Vit. 

Si, malgre les prohibitions et pc ines 


ei- leſius mentionnee:, des vaiſſezux en- 


nemis ou rebelies ameneroient dans les 
ports de Pune des deux hautes parties 
contract ante; d-s priſes fa tes ſur Pau- 
tre ou ſur ſes ſujets, el e les ob igera de 
quitter ſes ports dans Peſpace de vingt 
quatre heures apres leur arriyee, ſous 
peine de faifie et de confiſcation ;- et les 
egulpages et paſſag*rs, ou autres priſon- 


If the party requiring prefers, it may 
demand the ſuccours to be furniſhed in 
money; and in that caſe the ſuccours 


| ſhall be computed at the following rate, 


that is to fay; ten thouſand Dutch 
florins per month fer every thouſand 
infantry, and thirty thouſand Dutch 
florins per month for rg thouſand 
cavalry. And this money ſhall be paid 
monthly, in equal portions, throughout 
the whole year. 4 

If theſe ſuccours ſhould not ſuffice 
for the defence af the power requiring, 
the other party ſhall augment them ac» 
cording as the occaſion ſhall require, and 
ſhall even ſuccour it's ally with it's 


 who'e forces, if the circumſtances ſhould 


render it neceſſarj. „„ 
Arier n. . 
It is agreed thut in conſideration of 
the intimate alliance, eſtabliſned by 
this Treaty between the two crowns, 
neither the one nor the other of the 
high contracting partie: ſhall permit the 
veflels or merchandize b-longing to it's 
ally, or to the people 'or ſubjects of it's 


ally, and which {hall have bern taken 


at ſea by any ſhips of war or privateers 
whatſoey-r, b.lo:ging to enemies or re- 
bels, to be brought into it's harbours 3 


nor any ſhip of war or privateer to be 


therein armed. in any cafe ar under any 
pretext whatſoever, in order to cruize 
aga nſt the ſh'ps and property of ſuch 
ally, or of his ſu jects; nor tat there 
de con veycd by it's ſubjects. or in their 
ſhips, to the ene nies of it's ally, any 
proviſion-, or military or naval ſtores. 


For theſe ends, as often as it ſhall be re- 


quired by either 0: the allies, the other 


ſhall be bound to renew expreſs p'ohi- 


bitions, ordering all perſons to conform 
th-mſelves to this article, upon pai of 
exemplary puniſhment, in adi tion to 


the full reftitution and ſatisfaction to be 


made to the injured parties. 


-ARTICLE VII. 


If, notwithſt ending the prohibitions | 


and penalties abuveemeny ned, any 


_ v-i[ek of e mles or rebels ſhould bring 
int» the ports of eit ex of the high con- 


traſt: ug partie à y prizes taken from 


the other, or from it's ſubjecte, the for- 
me ſhall obige them to quit it's ports 


in the ſpace. of twe cy-f ur hours after 
their arrival, upon pain of fſeizure.and 
confiſcation 3 and the crews and paſfen- 
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niers, ſujets de fon alliẽ, qui auront <tc 

ments dans les dits ports, ſeront im- 
mediatement apres leur arrivee, mis en 
ple ne libcrte, avec leur vaiſſeau et mar- 
chandiſes, ſans aucun dela! gu excep- 
tion. Et ſi quelque vaiſſeav que ce füt, 
apres avoir ẽtẽ ar:ne ou enuipe, en tout 
ou en partie, dans les ports de l'un des 


allies, ſeroit emplcye a fa re des priſe, 


ou 3 commettre des hoſt litẽs contre les 
ſujets de Pautre, ce vaiſſeau, au cas qu'il 
reto rnã dans les dics arts, ſer it, à la 


requiſition des parties leſees, faiſi et con- 


Gſque a leur profit, 


„ 


Le: hautes parties contractantes n'en- 


tendent pas que les ſtipulations de ces 


deux articles puiſſent deroger à Veiccu- 
tion des traites anter eur actuellement 
exiſtants avec les autres puifſances, fans 
neanmoins qu*l foit libre aux hau:es 
parties contrad antes de former ci-apres 
de nouveaux engagemens au p:cjudi.e 


des dites ſtipulations. 
ARTICLE VIII. 


nique $'engagent-- a+ ratifier- le +; reſent 


Traits @ alliance, et les ratifications en 


feront changes dans eſpace des fix ſe- 
maincs, ou plutot fi faire ſe pourra. 


En foi de quoi, nous ſouſſignẽs, ks 


munis des pleinpouvoirs de leurs ma 


jeſtes Imperiale et Brit nnique, avons 
en leurs noms figne le preſent traite, et 


V avons fait appoſer le cachet de nos 
armes. | 1 ; 3 


mil ſept cent quatre vingt quinze. 


(1. 8.) Lz Bano px Taveur. 


Article Schori. 1 


Si le pied, ordinairement limits, des 


kroupes de terre de la Grande Bretagne 
ne permettoit point a ſa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique de fournir, au terme . prefix, 
le ſecours en hommes, ſtipule dans l'ar- 


ficle V. de ce preſent traite d'alliance, 


Lear e ee Britan- 


Fait 3 Vienne, le vingt. Mai, Ian 


by the Vth article of the 


the ſaid ports, hall, im ediately be 
their arrival, be r ſtored to their full i. 


bert „ with their ſh p and merch: n1ize, 


without any delay or excep ion, An! 


if any veſſel whatſoever, after having 


been armed or equipped, whol!y vr par- 
tially, in the ports of either of the al lies, 
ſhorld be employed in taking prizes, or 
in commit ing hoſtili je againſt the (4. 
jeſts of the other, ſuch veiſel, in cafe f 
it's We. e the ſaid ports, fall, 
at the requiſi ion of be injur d parties, 
be ſeized and confiſcated for their 


| benefit. 


The high contracting parties do not 
intend that the ſtipulations in thete tuo 


articles ſhould derogate from the execu- 
tion of anterior creaties actually exiting 
with other powers; the high contracting 
parties not being, however, at liberty ta 
form new en age ments hereafter to the 


prejudice of the laid ſtipulations, : 


5 ARTICLE VIII. 

Their Imperial and Britannic Maje- 
ties engage to ratify the preſent treaty of 
alliance, and the, ratifications thereof 
ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of fr 


weelcs, or ſooner it it can be done. 


In witneſs whereof we, the under. 
ſigned, being furniſhed with the full 


5 er of their Imperial and Britannic 


ajeſties, have ſigned the preſent treaty 
in their names, and have cauſed the ſcals 


of our arms to be affixed thereto. 


Done at Vienna, the twentieth day 


of May, in the year one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ninety-five. 


(u. s.) Monro Even, | 


5 Separate Article. 


In caſe the eſtabliſhment, in gene- 
ral limited, of the land forces of Great 
Britain, ſhould not permit his Britan- 
nic Majeſty to furniſh, within the tei m 
ſpecified, the ſuccour in men ſtipulated 
preſent wo 


= * 


K oo es. we 
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et que par conſequent * Mete Im- 
perial-» füt dans le cas de remplacer ce 
ſe ours par un nombre Egal d'autres 
troupes, qu elle Ae oit à ſa ſolde, la 

{mp-reur days Pamitie 
et Vequite du Roi de la Grande Bre- 


tazne e lui la ſſe avcun doute, que ſa 
Majeſte Iritannique ne ſe prete fans 


difficulte a Vindemniſer de la difference, 
qui d'après une juſte a preciation d' a- 
lors, exiſtera entre les fraix qe la priſe 


a ſalde et de Ventretien de ces troupes, 


et vevaluation, en florins de Hol- 
ta de, qui, pour eviter tous longeur 
des diſcuſſions, a été adoptee dans le 
ſuſidit article V. dl apres Peftimation 
portee dans Canciens traltés. 5 


cet article ſẽpate faiſant partie du 
traitè d' alliance, ſignè aujourd'hui au 


nom de leurs Majeſtes Imperiale et 
Britannique, aura la meme force et 


valeur, que s'il etoit infere mot à mot 


dans le dit traite Lenne, | 


>. foi de „ 
munis des pleinpouvoirs de leurs 


Majeſtes Imperiale et Britannique, 
avons en leurs noms figne le preſent 


Article ſẽparẽ, et y avons fait * 


le cachet & nos armes. 


> 


| Fait 3 Vene, & Yigg Mai, PAn. 
Mil Sept Cent Ld . 


 Quinze. . 8 


i 8. FEA Lz Baxon DE 7. vr. 


Article Stpart. 


13 Majeſt6s Imperiale et Britan- | 


pique. fe cancerteront fur Iinvitation à 


faire à ſa Majeſte Imperiale de toutes 


les Ruſſies, pour former par Funion des 
trois Cours en confequence des laifons 


*traites qui exiſtent d#ja entre elles, un 


iyſteme d'une triple Alliance, propre a 


rctablir et J maintenir d&formais la 


paix et la 1 beende en 
Dons 255 
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of alliance, and that "conſequently his 
Imperial Majeſty ſhouid e obliged te 
ſurply that ſuccour by an equal number 
of other troops, to be taken into his 
pay, the confidence which the Emperor 


repoſes in the friendſhip and equity of 


the King of Great Britain leaves him 


no room to doubt but that his Britan- 
nic Majeſty wWill readily grant him an 


indemnification | for the difference, 


which, according to a juſt valuation at 
the time, ſhall exiſt between the - exe 
pences of the taking into pay and ſub- 
fiſtance of thoſe troops, and the eſtimats 


in Dutch florins, which, in order te 


avoid every delay of diſcuſſion, has 
been adovted in the above-mentioned 


Vth article, in conformity to the eſſi- 


mate contained 1 in antient treaties. 


This ſeparate article, making part of 
the treaty of alliance, ſigned this day 
in the name of their Imperial and Bri- 


tannic Majeſties, ſhall have the fame 


force and validity as if it were inſerted 
word for word in the faid 585 of 


alli ance. 


In witnefs whereof, we the under- 
figned, being furniſhed with the full 
powers of th.ir Imperial and Britannic 
Majefties, have, in their names, figned 
the preſent ſeparate Article, and have 
cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be 
afhxed thereto, 


Done at Vienna, 8 Twentieth of 
May, in the Year One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and e 


5 0. 8. ) aac, Evxx. 


— Article 


Their Imperial and Britannic Ma- 
ies ſhall concert together upon the 
invitation to be given to her Imperial 
Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, in order to 
form, by the union of the three Courts, 
in conſequence of the intimate con- 


nexions which exiſt already between 
them, a ſyſt:m of triple Alliance, 


proper for the re · eſtabliſnment and 
maintenance in future ef peace and 
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Cet Article aura ha -mime force 
comme 8'il ctoit inſẽrẽ dans le preſent 


En fot de quoi, nous foultignts, 
munis des pleinpouvoirs de leurs 


| Majeſtes Imperiaſe et Britannique, 
avons en leurs noms figne le preſent 


Article ſepare, et y avons ſait "_—_ 
* cachet de nos armes. 


Fait à Vas le Vingt Mai, i FAn 
Mil Sept Cent __ Vingt 
Quinze, 


| (tb S.] LI BA, px ruvcur. 


* 


This Article ſhall 1 the ſame 


force as if it wet e inſerted in the n 


Treaty. WE. 


In witneſs whereof, we the under. 


figned, being furniſhed with the full 

s of their Imperial and Bri: annic 
Mazel {ties; have in their names, ſigned 
the preſent ſeparate Article, and have 


cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be 
affixed thereto. - 


Done at Vienna the REN? of - 


May, in the Year One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Nine . 
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The COMMITTEE appointed to : conſider of the 
Methods practiſed in making Flour from Wheat, the 
Prices thereof, and how far it may be expedient te 
put the ſame again under the Regulations of an Afﬀize; 
and to report the ſame, with their Opinions thereupon, 
to the Houſe; in Obedience to the Order of the Houſe, 
met on Friday the Third of this Month. 90 


"FEE firſt examined the ſtatute, intituled, ** A Panis er 
4+ Cervifie,” made in the fifty-firlt year of the reign of Henry 
the Third ; alfo the ordinance for bakers, made in the times of 
Henry the Third, Edward the Firſt, or Edward the Second; they 
did alſo examine the allowances heretofore made to the bakers, 
according” to the price of the wheat, by.the afſize of the fifty-firlt 
of Henry the Third; by that in the time of Edward the Firſt ; 
by that made in the twelfth year of the reign of Henry the 
Seventh; by that made in the thirty-fourth year of the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and laſtly, by the Book of Aﬀize; publiſhed by 
order of council in the year 1638, in which, for the firſt time, the 
aſize was calculated by the pound avoirdupoife and its parts, as 
well as by the peund troy. „„ 8 ig 
And your committee do find, That the charge of grinding and 
dreſfing the wheat into meal and flour was always included within 
the aſſize, while the aſſize of bread was ſet according to the price 
of the ieee pgs 155 5 
| They next examined the ſtatute, intituled, “ An Act to regu- 
late the price and aſſize of bread,” made in the eighth year of the 
reien of Queen Anne; and they find therein, that the magiſtrates 
and others authorized to ſet an aſſize on bread, were directed by 
law, for the firſt time, in ſo ſetting the affize, to have reſpect to 
the orice of the meal and flour, as well as to that of the grain, 
Although the aſſize of the bread, as fer in the aſſize table, is 
calculated by a price of the buſhel of wheat; yet that ſuppoſed 
e | . pri e 


* 


4% REPORT FROM-THE COMSELPTIE, 6. TSS: 
1 pine of the buſkel of wheat is a compounded price, as colleQed hy 
- having reſpe& to the meal or flour, as well as to the grain, 
together with the baker's allowance added thereto. From the 
time that the aſſize of the bread was ſet with reſpect to the flour, 
the miller and mealman were no longer included within the 
charges whereop the aſſize of bread was calculated; they were 
from thenceforth at liberty to make what ſorts of flour they ſhould 
pleaſe, and to affix thereunto what price they thought proper : 
whereas, while the aſſize had refpe& tb the grain only, 42 
time immemorial it always had, the charges of grinding and 
_. ereſling were included in the calculation of the ſeverab operations 
of the making of bread from the grain; and thoſe articles do 
accordingly ſtand in the ſaid calculations. 85 
They find, from the journals of the houſe, that at the time of 
making this alteration, there were petitions preſented to the 
houſe,” by the bakers of Londen, by thoſe of moſt of the grett 
towns and cities, and almoſt from every part of England; ſetti 
forth, that the ſetting the aſſize in this manner muſt be either 
impraQticable, or a _ oppreſſion to the baker, Several in- 
- cohveniences did ariſe in practice; and your committee find, 
That on the ſecond day of March, in the year 1735, the maſter 
and wardens of the company ef bakers in the city of London, in 
behalf of themſelves and the reſt of the bakers within the bills 
of mortality, did preſent a petition to the houſe, in which they 
ſet forth and allege, that the prices of the wheat, from whence 
the magiſtrate did ſet the aſſize, and the prices of the flour which 
the baker did uſe. for the making the ſeveral forts of bread by | 
the kw directed, did not agree; and that the allowance which 
the aflize made them, was not proportioned to their charges, and 
the coſt of the materials whereof their bread was made, 
And your committee find, on the 12th day of the ſaid month, 
that the committee who were appointed to conſider of the ſaid 
petition did report, That the petitioners had fully proved the 
* allegations of their petition; and that the moſt certain and 
«© moſt equal method of aſcertaining the price and aſſize of bread. 
«© within the Bills of Mortality, with juſtice to the publick, as 
«© well as to the bakers, will be, to fix the ſame from the price 
« of ſuch flour, whereof each fort of bread is made, making a 
<< reaſonable #'lawance to the bakers for every buſhel of flour, 
« proportionable to the ancient and cuſtomary allowance for. 
% every buſhel of wheat.” This reſolution was agreed to by 
the houſe, and a Bill was ordered to be brought in, “' for the 
4“ better regulating and aſcertaining the price and aflize of bread 
«* in the city of London, and parts adjacent.” A Bill was ac- 
- cording to the order brought in, but we do not find that the 
hovſe did proceed therein. F 
Here your committee beg leave to obſerve, that although the 
remedy, propoſed. by the reſolu ion of that committee, might 
have relieved the caſe of the baker; ye, while the . 
| | e mealmar 
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mealman was thus left at liberty to make what diviſions and af 
| ſortments. of flour he ſhould pleaſe, and to affix hereunto. what 
price ſhould to him, from reaſons of his own, ſeem mee* ; the 
poor were {till liable to be aggrieved by a high price or aflize of 
— although the wheat was cheap; becauſe, if the miller of 
mealman.ſhould affix a high price upon his flour, diſproportionate 
to the price of wheat, and the magiſtrate ſhould, in the ſetting 
the aſſize, be confined to look to the price of the flour only, as 
the reſolution propaſed, the bread might be rated at a high price, 
although the wheat did not require fuch. * 
Your commiz:tee next inquired What the law, intituled, An 
« Act for the due making of bread, and to regulate the price and 
« aſſie thereof, and to puniſh perſons who ſhall adulterate meal 
« flour or bread,” paſſed in the thirty-firlt year of the reign of 
George the Second, did intend, This law, they find, ſuppoſez, 
that the whole flaur of the wheaten is ſo divided into two forts, 
25 that a wheaten bread, and an houſehold bread. only, ſhoul{ b 
made for common ſale : that the wheaten loaves were always t 
be three fourths of the weight. of the houſehold loaves of the 
ſame price; and that the houſchold prized loaves were always to 
be three fourths of the price of the wheaten loaves of the ſam 
ſize. This wheaten bread was ſuppoſed to be ſomewhat finer 
than the wheaten intended by the 8th of Queen Anne, but not 
fo fine as the white bread intended by that Act. The houſehold, 
alſo, was thus meant to have been of a better and more nutritious 
quality than that of Queen Anne; and the bread was prized and 
allized accordingly: as ſuch. The price was thus fixed on the 
public; but the act, as to the making the bread intended was never 
carried 119 execution. We are not able to diſcover that the fleur 
vas ever divided by the miller or mealman, as the law ſuppoſed 
when it fixed the aſſize; or that any ſuch was ever in the market, 
bearing ſuch proportions, either its quality or price: On the con- 
trary, the mealman appears to have made it by what divifions and 
of what aſſortments he pleaſed, and to have affixed. thereunto, 
without reſpe& had to any juſt rule or proportion, any prices ke 
pleaſed; ſo that, while the baker, . (eſpecially in London and the 
parts adjacent] was ebliged to make his bread of ſuch forts of 
flour as he could purchale, or did afterwards himſelf mix the ſe- 
veral ſorts as he found convenient, the magiſtrate, however he 
might ſet the aſſize, could not poſſibly know. what that bread was 
LVour commitiee were confirmed in their opinion on this head, 
by inſpeRing and examing the regiſters of the prices of wheat and 
four, as kept in the — of the meal weighers of the city of 
London, from September 1759, (when the act for regulating the 
alſize and price of bread. firtt came into operation) to October 
1773. They directed their enquiry in order to aſcertain the fact, 
whether there were, according to the intent and meaning of the 
aid act, in the market, for common uſe and conſumption, 2 
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for the bakers, as uſual, houſholds, feconds, and thirds. 


e r 


1 REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, 4c. 
Forts of flour, ſuited to the making the iwo ſorts of bread only, as 


intended by the ſaid act ſhould be made for ſale ; and whether the 
prices of ſuch flour (if any ſuch there were) bore any fixed pro- 


F either to the wheat, the bread, or to each other, ſo as to 


uit the prices and aſſize fixed by that act. | 
Vour committee examined Joſeph How, who has been a meal 
weigher from before that period; and alſo William Marſhall, 
who has been a meal weigher for the laſt ſeven years, to the mode 
of their collecting the prices of the wheat, and of the flour; o the 


- truth of theſe fegiſters; and alſo to the ſorts of flour which are 
uſually in the market; and do find, that as to the price of the 


wheat, they colle& it from the ſellers market books, and check it 
by thoſe of the buyers ; and return the prices, with the quantities 
ſold, to the chief magiſtrate z which prices are thoſe regiſtered in 


the books of their office: That as to the flour, there were in the 
Fear 1759, and have been ever fince, three forts always in the 
market; viz, firſts, ſeconds, and thirds; but that the meal! 


weighers never take account of the price or ſale of any other than 


the firſt ſort, which is impropely termed houſhold, being ſaid to 
de intended for making the wheaten bread ; and that this is gene- 


rally returned and regiſtered at one price, notwithſtanding the 
price of the wheat varies very confiderbly ; and this fineft ſort is 
what always has been and is chiefly fold in the market for the ge- 


'neral conſumption. 


- Your committee next examined Mr. Pardo Allet (a mealman) 
and it appeared, that of late they uſually make up their wheat to 
a ſtandard of 63 pounds to a buſhel, by adding ſuck a quantity 
over and above the meaſure of the buſhel, as the wheat in meaſvre 


is beneath that weight; yet we find, that the price of flour per 
_ fack has varied from the price of the wheat & quarter, through 
: | 


all proportions, from one to eleven ſhillings diflerence. : 
Your committee wiſhing to know whence this variation did 
ariſe, and whether the mealmen did of late uſe a different dreſſing 


or aſſortment. They did not receive any information on that head; 
they were however afterwards informed by the maſter of the bakers 
company, who is a miller, that they now dreſs the houſholds 
through a twenty ſhilling cloth, and the reſidue through a ſixteen 

' ſhilling cloth for ſeconds; which your committee apprehend to be 
a coarſer drefling than ſhould be for the wheaten bread intended 


by the act, eſpecially as it appears from the report of the com- 


miſſioners of the Victualling- office, dated June ro, 1774, hereunto 

annexed (B), and hereinafter more particularly referred to, that 

a drefling throuch-a one-and-twenty ſhilling eſoth, as therein de- 

ſ˖ccribed, is the proper dreſſing for the whole flour, in order to pro- 

/ duce the flour duly ſuited to the wheaten bread. This miller, the 
maſter of the Bakers Company, further informed your committee, 


that be had, fince the paſſing of the bread act of laſt ſeſſion, dreſſed 
M. 


2. 2 


—— 


REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, a4. 85 


Mr. Pardo A let, alſo of the bakers company, who is a meals 
man, informed your committe, that he uſed the wire machine 
now applied to the dreſſing of flour, and hat he dreſſed the meal 
through the different numbers, from No. 58 to No. 62 for houſe- 
holds, and the reſidue for middlings through the different num- 
bers, from No. 46 to No. 56. In order to explain the nature of 
this evidence, we beg leave to refer to three letters inſerted in the 
Appendix, (E. 1, 2, 3,) from Mr. Miln of Mancheſter, the 
atentee maker of wire machines for dreſſing flour, to Mr. Pel. 
E Secretary of the Victualing oſſice, dated January the firſt, 
February the ſecond, and May the fourth, 1774: alſo to the 
manufacturers memorandum of ſeveral bolting cloths which are 
moſt commonly uſed, deſcribed by their denominations, and by 
the number of threads, which are in the warp, and in the ſhoot 
or woof, in an inch ſquare; which is alſo inſerted in the Appendix 
(F). Reference had to thoſe, will inform the Houſe what the 
ſorts of drefling are which the evidence above deſcribes, and will 
confirm (whatever names the ſeveral ſorts of flour at different 
times be called by) the evidence which we received from the 
meal weighers, that the ſame aſſortments of the flour, viz. houſe- 
holds, ſeconds, and thirds, are now in the market as have been 
heretofore, but that the ſort which is principally and in the 
main quantity ſold there is the houſeholds; which the mode of 
dreſſing above deſcribed provides for accordingly in the greateſt 
uantity. | | W | hp 5 
5 Your canatlnn: in order to give the more certain information 
to the Houſe, as to the variations of the difference between 
the prices of the flour per ſack of twenty-eight pounds, and the 
prices of the wheat per quarter, have extracted from the meal 
weighers books, and ſtated the relative proportions of theſe prices 
between the flour and the wheat of the ſame time, as they were 
found to ſtand in different periods, from September 1759 to 
Na 3.3 and they have annexed the lame to this Re- 
Port A, Y e | 5 
Ihe difference of price between the price of the ſack of flour 
and the price oſ the quarter of wheat, as they ſtood at the ſame 
time, appears to have varied from one ſhilling to eleven ſhillings. 
When it appears. that the miller and mealman's charges, for 
grinding and dreſſing, have been always at or nearly the ſame rate 
per quarter; and that the hauſhold flour has always been ſu; 
poſed to be of (or nearly ſo) the ſame fineneſs, being intended for 
the ſame ſort of bread ; your committee are unable to account 
for rn deviations of proportion by any juſt rule of charge and 
Profit. by” | Ts, | ED 
Upon the whole of this point, your committee are not able to 
find that any ſuch diviſion was ever made of the whole flour into 
two ſorts only, ſo as ſpecially ſuited to make the two ſorts of 
bread only, namely, wheaten and houſhold, as the act of the 
thirty-firtt of George the ſecond requires nor that there 9 
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the market any ſorts, which, either in proportion of quality, 
uantity, or price, anſwered this intended ſupply of ſuch two 
5 of bread; nor that any quantity of the whole flour of the 
wheat, ſuch avis directed by the, “ Act for the better regrl:ting 
the. aſſize and the due making of bread,” the ftandaid wheaten 
| bread ſhould be made of, has been in the market; nor can they 
find that Mr. Jonat an Rogers, maſter of the Bakers Company, 
who is a miller, and does not follow. the baking trade, (although 
at the commencement of the ſaid act the company did, as he 1:- 


formed your. committee, by advertiſement, recommend it to the _ 


trade to comply with he act if they cod pet the flour) did ever 
dreſs any ſtandard wheaten flour, except two ſacks for a trial, 
for Mr. Wyati, one of the wardens of the company : nor that 
Mr. Pardo Allet, alſo a c-nhideroble member f the faid Bakers 
Company, who is a mealman, did ever dreſs more than three 
ſacks, which he informed us he dreſſed for the baker who tock 
his ſhop. .. On the contrary, Your Committe find, that the meal. 
men go on. to dreſs and prize their flour, withcut any reſpect kad 
to the bread directed to be made cither by the act of the thi ty- 
firſt of George the ſecond, or to tha! „f the thirteenth of his 
. preſent Majeſty; by which modes much the greateſt portion of 
the whole flour is conſtantly thrown into that at{irtment which is 
called houſholds, the reſt and reſidue being middliugs only, ſuch 
as is Chiefly uſed for biſcuit fluff, as Mr. Pardo Allet informed 
Vour Committe; and wi. ich houſholds are prized at a rate which 
half only of the whole flour ſhould have b rne; while the imall 
reſidue is again divided into further aſſortments, {till more remote 
from anſwering the regulations of the laws, as they "died the 


f 8 
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ſeveral ſorts of bread to be made. 


In order preciſely to ſtate this matter to the Houſe, Your Com- 
.,mitte: next examined the Reports of the Commiſlioners of the 


Victualing Office, made to the Commiſſioners of the Admualy, | 


and dated. May zoth, June 10th and 11th, 1774, ond which were 


referred to this Your Committee, Theſe Reports ſtate the Iſſue of 
ſundry experiments made by that Board, as to the piacticability | 


and proper mode of dreſſing the flour of wheat, conformable to 


what the laws for the due making of bread require, and as to the | 


Produce of ſuch fl ur from wheats of various ſorts, The facts are 
Jo clearly demonſtrated by thoſe experiments, and the accounts are 
ſo diſtinctly drawn up, that Your Committee cannot better point 


their information to the Houle, than by directing it in a reference 


to the Reports themſelves (A, B, C). e 
Vour Committee, however, beg leave to obſerve, that the pro- 


portion of the average quantity of he whole flour in weight, pro- 


duced (when dreſſed t ouzh a bolting cloth as therein deſcribed, 


or through a wire machine as therein alſo deſcribd) to the average | 


weight of all ſorts together of wheats, from 511b. per buſhel to 


. Gilb, er buſhel, is nearly three-tourth parts of the average weight | 


r to 


of the buſhel : that the proportion of the weight of the flou h 
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the weight of the wheat, in wheats under 55 b. per buſhel is leſs 
than three-fourths ; but that in wheats*above that weight of 57lb. 
per buſhel, the proportion in flour is four-fifths and upwards. 
Lou Committee next examined Henry Pelbam. Efq. (Seere- 
tary to the Victualing Office) as to the truth and exactueſs of the 
accounts annexed to the faid Repo ts, and inſtituted on the experi- 
ments made; he acquain ed Your C'mmittee, hat he had xamin- 
ed the ſame, and that he found them right : he was then defired 
to give the Committee ſu h-obſervations as he had made relative 
to the making of flour and bread; in anſwer to which, he referred 
to ſundry experiments inſtituted by him, and made under his di- 
rection, which are hereunto'a:inexed(G) ; he alſo delivered in a 
p-per of obſervations and ſtates of acc/ uats on this ſubject, -as 
what would give to the Committee the beſt information that he 
was able to lay before them; this was accordingly read, and is 


* 


hereunto annexed (H). Tha | ; 178 15 | 
Your Committee beg leave to obſerve, from the accounts ſtated 
and ref+rred to in the ad Reports and papers, that although the 
baker cannot afford to make, and has therefore never made, the 
real wheaten houſhold bread, as intended to be made by the Act of 
the 31ſt of George the ſecond, while he is obliged to buy his 
flour of the mealman, under the affortment and at the prices which 
the trade in general make and charge ;*nor the ſtandard wheaten 
bread as intended by the act of the 13th of his preſent Majeſty: 
yet that if the baker either buyes his own wheat, or that the 
grinding and drefling are ſuch, and the price ſo charged as thoſe 
acts ſuppoſe (which with full and ample allowance to the miller, 
mealman and baker, they can be) the baker is very fully enabled 
to make fuch ſeveral forts of bread as the law requires, and to 
ſell them ar ſuch price as the law directs, with a confiderable 
profit over and above the allowance which the Jaw and the ma- - 
giſtrate make him, according to the preſent ſetting of the aſſize 
on bread. —Secondly, That while the mealman can obtain 11. 48. _ 
8d. on the grinding and dreſſing of a load or five quarters of wheat, WW 
according to the general preſent mode of the trade, he will never 1 
dreſs or prize his floor otherwiſe: While the baker, buying his 
flour of thoſe aſſortments, and at thoſe prices, is to looſe on the 
houſhold bread of the 3iſt of George the ſecond, twenty ſhillings 
and one penny of the due profit which he ought to have on Hxty 
| peck loaves of the ſame; and while in like manner (if he is to 
buy his flour as before) he is to loſe on the ſtandard wheaten 
_ bread of the 13th of his preſent majeſty, one pound and a penny 
farthing on one hundred and twenty peck loaves,” he never will 
or can make either the one or the other. LOT OS 
Thirdly, That until the mealman is obliged: to dreſs the flour 
into ſuch forts as are ſuited to the forts of bread which the law - 
| intends ſhould be made; that is to ſay, into the whole flour, as it 
is deſcribed. in the act for the better regulating the aſſize, &c. 
Failed laſt ſeſſions, for the ſtandard wheaten bread ; or by ſo di- 
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riding the whole flour into two forts only, as ſhall be ſuited to 
the wheaten and houſhold bread, as directed by the AR of the 3 1ſt 


of George the ſecond ; and until ſuch whole flour, and ſuch tort; 
of flour, are ſold at prices proportioned to the price of wheat on 


one hand, and to the prices of bread on the other; all regulations 


reſpecting bread mult be nugatory; all afſize on bread impructica- 
ble, or otherwiſe oppreſſive to the farmer on one hand, or to the 
baker on the other; and in the end a grievance to the poor la- 
bourer, mechanic, and manufacturer. v4 


Laſtly, It appears to Your Committee, from the Reports of the 


Commiſſioners of the Victualing Office, that the flour may eafily, 
and by leſs labour than is uſed in the modes originally praQiicd, 


be ſo divided; and that the whole flour may be made the ſtandard 
for the regulations of an aſſize of flour, in proportion to the value 
of the wheat ; and that the ſorts ariſing from the diviſion of this 
whole flour into two equal moieties, may be aſſized in proportion 
'thereto, by ſettmg the price of the houſhold (that is to ſay, that 
Hour which is intended for the. houſhold bread) one-eighth lets 
than the ſtandard wheaten, and the wheaten flour one-eighth more 
than the ſtandard wheaten, and the houſhold flour one - fourth leſs 
than the wheaten flour; ſo as the wheaten and houſhold flour to- 


yore ſhall make up the price of the ſtandard wheaten, or whole 


ur; which regulations will preciſely ſuit the proportions that 


the law hath preſcribed to the aflize of the ſeveral ſorts of 
. bread. | + 9 T | | W 


Vour Committee next examined Thomas Farrer, Eſq. as to the 
truth of ſundry experiments, and of accounts inſtitu ed thereon, 


Which had been communicated by him, reſpecting the quantity of 


four, and of bread, produced from different forts of wheat ; and 
he acquainted the Committee, that the experiments had been made 


by his direction, and under his own inſpection ; and that the ac- 
Counts were right: | theſe experiments and accounts are allo an- 


nexed to this report (1). _ 1 
One of the Members of this Committee laid before your Com- 


mittee, a narrative of the proceedings reſpedting the carrying | 
the bread Act of laſt ſeſſions into execution in the county of De- 


von, and in the city of Exeter; alſo of ſundry experiments made 


at that time by himſelf, with two other juſtices, and others, re- 


ſpecting the making of flour and bread, as more particularly re- 
lating to the operation of the proviſions of the ſaid act, with his 


cbſcrvations thereupon; which we have, for the further and fuller 


information of the Houſe, annexed to this Report (K), and to 
which we beg leave to refer. 3 | 
Dr. Charles Irwin having been deſired to analyſe flour and 


bread taken from different parts in London, in order to aſcertain, . 
_ . as far as the ſame could be done, whether there were any adulter- 
ations of the flour, or any under mixtures, to we found in the 


common bread of London, and what ſuch were; as alſo u hat 


were the defects; as to him, from the inſtitution of his 9 8 
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ments, ſhould appear; he attended Vour Committee, and delivered 
in an account of the proceſs of ſuch experiments as he had made, 
and his reaſoning thereupon. As it appears to your committee, 
that it is of contequence to the public, not only that they ſhould 
be appriſed of any defects which may appear, but alſo that any 
prejudices as to the exiſtence of ſuppoſed frauds, if ſuch on ex- 
periments ſhould be found not to exiſt, ſhould be removed, we 
have annexed this the Doctor's account (L), and beg leave to re- 
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fer to it on this head. | 
Finally, Your committee came to the following reſolutions, viz. 
Reſolved, e Wo ; ES i, 

That it appears to«this Committee, that until the ſtatute, in- 
tituled, “ Aiſa Pants, et Cerviæ made in the fifty-firſt year 
of the reign of Henry the third, was repealed, by an act intitled, 
«an Act to regulate the price and aſſize of bread,” paſſed in the 
eighth Year of the reign of Queen Ann, the charge of the grind- 
ing and dreſſing the corn into meal and flour was included in the 
aſſize which was ſet upon bread from the price of wheat. 

That it appears to this Committee, that the ſetting any aſize 
en bread, and the fixing a rate upon the labour, pains, livelihood, 
and profit of the baker, ſo long as the miller or mealman is at 
liberty to make what ſorts of flour he ſhall pleaſe, and to affix 
thereunto what prices he ſhall in like manner pleaſe, for his la- 
bour, pains, livelihood, and profit, is either impracticable, or 
mult be injurious to the baker, or a great burthen to the poor 
labourer, mechanic, and manufacturer. „ | 
_ Rejolved, ON | CE 3 | 
That it appears to this Committee, that the evils ariſing from 

there being no reſtraint, either with reſpect to the ſorts of flour 
that are made, or to the prices at which they are ſold, may be 
remedied by ſetting ſuch an aſſize upon flour as ſhall be found 
jult and reaſonable, with reſpect to the average market price of 
wheat. | TY” | 5 
| Reſolved, | * Ee at GLA Ara dies 
That it appears to this Committee, that the whole flour of 
wheat is in general, as it hath always proved to be, in weight 
nearly three - fourth parts of the weight of the middling grain. 
Reſolved, © : 5 | | 
That it appears to this Committee, that, according to the 
antient euſtom of the land, every twentieth grain, or five per 
centum of the weight of the wheat, is full and ſufficient toll for the 
miller's labour, pains, livelihood, and profit. 
Reſolued, 35 | | 3 
That it appears to this Committee, that every miller, if the 
law does not at preſent oblige him ſo to do, ſhould, under certain 
refritions, be obliged to grind and dreſs all ſuch wheat as ſhall 
be brought to his mill by any perſon requiring the ſame. 
| ff.. ĩͤ he RIDES Neſol ved, 
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111 ]ꝗm⅛!,P d Gn ee ĩ 
That it appears to this Committee, that forty- two pounds avoir. 
dupoiſe of the whole flour, when told at the mill, is equal in value 
to the middling price of a Wincheſter buſhel of middling wheat 
at the ſamerime. = FF C 
p 3 1 
That it appears to this Committee, that the magiſtrate, magi- 
ſtrates, and others, who is and are by the laws now in being 
authorized and impowered to ſet the aſſize, and fix the price on 
bread, ſhall be authorized and impowered in like manner to ſet 
the aſſize and fix the price of flour © - 
| Reſolved, rear dd, tees „„ 
That it appears to this committee, that when the magiſtrates, 
who are by the laws now in being, authorized fo to do, ſhall have 
Ie any bread purportng to be of a ſuperior quality, or 
old at an higher price than the ſtandard wheaten bread, from 
| being kts thy fale, they be impowered in like manner to pro- 
hibit, if they think proper, any flour purporting to be of = 
rior quality, ang ſold at an higher price, than the Whole flour of 
wheat, from being made for ſale, or ſold, except for the purpsſcs 
of making fuch ſmall bread as may then be allowed (by licence, 
under the hand and ſeal of ſuch magiſtrate) for or the purpolc 
of paſtery and confectionary. So PL ACS 
_*  "Refolwved, NET. N 
That it appears to this Committee, that the ſaid magiſtrates 
mall, in order to enforce the regulations made reſpecting the 
ſtandard wheaten bread, he empowered to order, if they think 
| 2 that no miller or mealman ſhall uſe, during the continu- 
ä nce of ſuch their order, any bolting cloth ſiner than herein de 
Tcribe#; that is to ſay, a cloth ſix feet in length, and ſix feet ſeven 
inches in breadth at the head, and fix feet broad at the tail, com- 
poſed of woollen yarn, and weighing one pound when new, having 
chirty-two threads to the inch in the warp, and twenty- eight 
threads to an inch in the ſhoot, and what is at preſent known 
and commonly called a thirteen ſhilling cloth: nor any finer wire 
ſieve, or machine, than that which conſiſts of forty-two wires to an 
inch both ways, and the weight of fix inches ſquare of which is 
one ounce and one dre. . 
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_ APPENDIX A.. 
8 Voicdualing Office, 3oth May 1794. 

JN your letter of che 8th of March laſt, you were pleaſed t0 
1 tranſmit-us a letter from Mr. Cooper, one of the Secretaries | 
of the Treaſury, to the Right honourable the Lords Commiſſi- 


oners of the Admiralty, incloſing a memorandum from governor 


Pownal, requeſting that ſome experiments might be made at _ 


REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, „.. 


office relating to the dreſſing of meal, and ſignifying the deſire 
of the Right honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's, 
Treaſury, that experiments might be made accordingly: and the 
directions of the Right honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty having been ſignified to us by your faid letter, to 
cauſe experiments to be made agreeable to the governor's reque 
and to report to their lordſhips the reſult thereof. 


We pray leave to acquaint you, for the information of their 


lordſhips, that the governor's requeſt conſiſts of the folllowing 


heads; win. * 


Firſt, To aſcertain; when the whole meal of wheat is intended 


to be ſo dreſſed, as that the whole Flour may be ſo ſeparated from 
the bran, or hull, by whatever names they may be called, what 
that bolting cloth is, which will beſt and neareſt perform that 
operation. l ge iv [BEES | . 
7 To aſcertain, when the ſaid whole flour of the wheat 
is intended to be ſo divided, as that one half only, eve" 
the fineſt parts, may be ſeparated, leaving behind the other half, 
containing the coarſer. parts, what bolting cloth will beſt and neareſt 
perform that operation. 5 615 | | | 


Thirdy, chat two wire machines might be ordered to be made, 


which would perform the ſaid operations. 
Fourlbly, That in aſcertaining the bolting cloths, the weight 
of them be marked, when new, either by the yard ſquare, or the 
price of given dimenſions, and what number of threads are con- 
tained in an inch ſquare, both in warp and ſnu rec 
Fifthly, That the wire of which the bolting machines ſhall be 
made, be deſcribed, and how many wires they are both ways, in 
an inch ſquare, as fixed and numbered by the maker. 043 
Sixtbly, That in making the ſaid experiments of ſeparating the 
whole flour from the hull, the enquiry be inſtituded on wheats of 
ell weights ſeparately, both of new and old u heats, and upon ſuck 
a mixture jointly, as might form an average for the whole; marks 
ing the weight of the wheat; the walte in grinding and dreſſing, 
and the weight of the whole flour; and the weight of the bran 
and the hull, and the weight of the whole flour, from a buſhel of 
wheat of all the ſorts ſeparately, and of the whole jointly. | 
In order to comply 3 we ordered ſeven parcels of ſive 
quarters of wheat each, of the growth of thelaſt year and of the 


1 


following weights, to be brought, vis. _ 


WE, 5 "Pounds. + 4. 

Five quarters of 52 per buſhel. 

Five quarters of 53 per ditto. 

Five quarters of 55 per ditto. 

Five quarters of 57 per ditto. 

Five quarters of 56 per dit o. 
Five quarters of 61 per ditto, _ 
Five quarters of 1 per ditta. 
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| Tn purſuance of which, our officers purchaſed ſeven parcels of 
wheat of five quarters each, of the growth of the laſt year, as 
near the foregoing weights as they could meet with, viz. 
g Puounds. oz. dr. Nt 
Five quarters of 51 14 9 34 yer buſhel. 
Five quarters of 53 3 o — per ditto. 
Five quarters of 55 © 6 2 per ditto, 
Five quarters of 58 1 5 12 43+ per ditto. _ 
Five quarters of 59 8 — per ditto. 


Five quarters of 60 16 4 43 per ditto. 
Five quarters of 6 9 14 4 per ditto. 
| _Andihe account (No. 1) encloſed, ſhew's the waſte in grinding 
of each parcel; alſo the weight of the flour of the whole whezt 
produced therefrom, dreſſed through a thirteen ſhilling bolting 
cloth; alſo of the bran, and how much the ſaid flour turns out 
from a buſhel of wheat from each Hen ; alſo the weight of bran 


py} - > 3 a—_t —_— * 8 


ſrom ditto; and how much the ſaid flour and bran comes out from 
a buſhel of wheat, upon an average of the ſeven parcels. And ve 
are to obſerve, that there doth not appear to us to be any boltin 
cloth that will, at one drefſing, clear the bran. an! pollard 6 
thoroughly from the flour, but what ſome very ſmall portion of 
the fineſt part of the pollard will remain therein, unleſs the boltin 
cloth be ſo fine as to give room for a great deal of the flour to ws 
off with the bran. But we apprehend that a thirteen ſhilling 
cloth will, at one drefling, clear the meal from the bran and pol- 
| hard fo nearly, as to produce what may be very well deemed the 
whole flour of the wheat, or ſtandard wheaten flour. | 
Governor Pownal 2 ſince his memorandum before men- 
tioned, ſignified his deſire that experiments on three or four parcels 
of ſuch wheat as is moſt common in market for bread, might be 
through a fourteen ſfülling cloth, we made enquiry concerning 


Seeger 


thoſe ſorts, and ordered our officers to bu, —_ 
5 Five quarters of wheat of 58 per buſhel, 
Five quarters of ditto of 59 per ditto. 
Five quarters of ditto of 60 per ditto. 
28 Five quarters of ditto of 61 per ditto. 
And to cauſe half the meal that ſhould be produced therefrom, to 
be dreſſed through a fourteen ſhilling cloth, and the other half | 
through a thirteen ſhilling cloth. In purſuance of which they 
purchaſed the following parcels, being as near the weights direct- 
ed as could be met with, viz. © C 
= Pounds. oz. dr. # ID 
Five quarters of 58 19 44 fer buſhel. | 
Five quarters of 58 15 14 28 per ditto. 
Five quarters of 59 13 9 48 per ditto, 
Five quarters of ox o © — per ditto. . 


| REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, 4. 65 


And having dreſſed half the meal ariſing therefrom, through a 
fourteen ſhilling cloth, and the other half through a thirteen 
ſhilling cloth, the account encloſed (No. 2) ſhews the weight of 
flour and bran produced at one dreſſing through a fourteen ſhil- 
ling cloth ; and the account (No. 3) the weight of flour and bran 
produced at one dreſſing through the thirteen ſhilling cloth: ſo 
that by comparing thoſe accounts, the different produce ariſing 
from dreſſing with the ſaid cloths, will appear in the clearet 
manner, | | 1 eee a 
And with reſpect to the deſcription of the ſaid cloths, they ar 
tach of them ſix feet in length, and ſix feet ſeven inches in breadth 
at the head, and ſix ſeet broad at the tail, and are compoſed of 
woollen yarn, and weigh one pound each when new. And the 
thirteen ſhilling cloth confiſts of thirty two threads to an inch in 
the warp, and of twenty-eight to an inch in the ſnute. And the 
fourteen ſhilling cloth confiſts of forty threads to an inch in the 
warp, and thirty-ſix to an inch in the ſhute. | | 
And with regard to that part of the governor's memerandum 
which deſires that it may be aſcertained what ſort of bolting cloth 
will at one operation, ſeparate the fineſt half of the flour from the 
coarſcr half; we beg leave to obſerve, that we ds not believe, 
from the trials which have been made, that any one ſort of 'bolt- 
ing cloth will perform tht operation: But we have room to rhink 
that the end may be obtained by dreſſing apa; two different 
cloths : And our officers are under orders to try how far this may 
ſucceed, and we ſhall very ſhortly make a report thereof to their 
lordſhips. | 8 | | | 
| We belnake and have very lately received two wire machines 
for dreſſing of flour, from the Patentee at Mancheſter; one of 


which is intended to try whether the whole flour of the wheat can 


be ſeparated a one operation, and the other to aſcertain, whe- 
ther, at one operation, the finer half of the flour can be ſeparated 
from the coarſer half; and we have ordered them to be forthwith 
ſer up at his majeſty's mill's, and trials to be made how they will 
anſwer; which we ſhall report to their lordihips as ſoon as 
poſſible. | 


We beg leave, laſtly, to obſerve, that Governor Pownal, in his 
memorandum, deſired that the experiments mentioned therein 


might be made both from new and old wheais ; but as we were 


informed, apon enquiry, that there was then very lictle, if any, 


difference between the wheats of the growth of the laſt year, and 
thoſe which were older, and that it would be very difficult to meet 
vith the laiter of the different weights that were judged expe- 
dient to be made trial of, we thought it the moſt certain way 19 
make uſe of the wheats of the growth of the laſt year for the ſe- 
"eral experiments, and gave directions therein accordingly; but 
af the governor ſhould think it material to have any older wheats 


7 Bo | | 


made trial of, we ſhall endeavour to procue ſuch as he may point 
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out for that purpoſe. We herewith return Mr. Cooper's letter, 
and Governor Pownal's erate — accompanied the | 
; fame ; and _w_ 5 | | | 


3» I I; 
Gags mol bumble Servants, | 


"Tu Wallace. Rebert Patt. 88 Hamway, "Thomas Gu. 
A. Chorley, _ 5 | 


Philip Stevens, Ela. . | 
Secretary of the Admiralty. 
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REPORT: FROM THE COMMITTEE, fic. 0&6 

Copy of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for vieualing hi; 

_- Majefty's Navy, to Philip Stephens, Efq. Secretary of the 
Admiralty, dated ro June 1774. FOE TE. 


IV our letter of the 30 of laſt month, we acquainted yon, for 
the information of the Right honourable the Lords Commillioters 
© of the Admiralty, that we did not believe, from the trials which 
bad been then made, that apy one fort of bolting cloth would, 
at one operation, ſeperate the fineſt half of the flour from the 
coarſer half; but that we had room to think the end might be 
obtained by dreſſing through two different cloths. And from 
the trials that have been made fince, it appears, that a thirteen 
ſhilling cloth and a twenty-one ſhilling cloth, by being made uſeof 
in the manner deſcribed in the intloſed account (No. 1) will 
come as near the matter as can be reaſonably . 5 
We further acquainted, that we had received two wire bolting 
machines from Mancheſter, for dreſſing of Flour ; One of them 
K̃alculated to take out the whole flour of the wheat at one opera- 
tion; and the other for ſeparating, at one operation, the finer 
Half of the flour from the coarſer half: and trial having been 
fince made of the ſaid machines, it appears by the encloſed ac- 
count (No. 2) that the machine which was marked (A), and 
calculated to ſeparate the whole flour of the wheat at one opera- 
tion, produces flour, in quantity and quality, as nearly equal 
as can be reaſonably expected, to the fiou dreffed through a 
thirteen ſhilling cloth; a nd therefore we apprehend will anſwer 
- the pwpoſe intended. The deſcription- of the wire work of 
this machine is upon the ſaid account, (No, a). 5 
But with reſpect to the other machine, e deſigned to the 
ſeparate, at one operation, the finer half of the flour ſrom the 
coarſer half; we find upon trial, that it will not anſwer that end, 
without undergoing ſome alteration, . „ 


JEET © 


REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, 4e. 6; 
N o. 1. o 


An Accovnwr, ſhewing what bolting Cloths will, on. dreſſing of 
Flour, divide the ſame into the finer Half for Wheaten Bread, 
and the coarſer Half for Houſhold Bread; ſo far as Experiments 
have been made, viz. be | 


PITS. 4 " * 


| Flour 1,956 Pounds 8 Ounces, which 
was dreſſed through a 13 Shilling Cloth; 
being dreſſed again through a 21 Shilling 
| Cloth, with a Partition placed in the Bolt- 
Ka „ing Mill, at 3 Feet 7 Inches on a Medium 
ben ef When, Gk. tom the Head of the ſaid Mill, produced, 
, "4 . 


ing 59 Pounds 1 ———— — 255 

Ounccs, and 6 Dram | | 
| 16, dreſſed through In the Upper In the Lower 

4 13 Shilling Cloth, Diviſion Divifon. 
amounted to 1 | . 


- We _ 


Fineſt Flour. Coarſer Flour. 


* 3 
— — 


0 5 1 
— a , 8 


Pounds, | . dr. || Pounds. | oz. dr. |} Pounds. 5 dr. 
| HS» 


— — 
—— ; 


1,956 $ 3 959 py - > ave Hat hep 
N. B. The above Dreſſings divide the whole Flour, of the Wheat, Half ints 


Pounds $ Ounces. 


the finer Sort, and Half into the coarſer Sort within 33 Pounds, out of 1,956 
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| Copy of a letter from the Commiſſioners for victualling 5 
His Majeſty's navy, to Philip Stephens, Eſquire, Secie- 
_ tary of the Admiralty, dated 11th June, 1774. 


IN addition to our letter of yeſterday's date, relating to the 
experiments of dreſſing of flour, we pray leave to . en you, 
for the information of the right honourable the Lords Commiſ- 
ſioners of the admiralty, that a twenty-one ſhilling bolting cloth 
is ſix feet in length, and ſix feet ſeven inches in breadth at the 
head, and ſix feet broad at the tail; and is compoſed of woollen 
yarn; and weighs one pound when new; and conſiſts of ſixty- 
four threads to an inch in the warp, and of fifty-two threads to an 
inch in the ſhute. e | | | 
BE on 
The Average price of wheat at the Corn Exchange, uarter, 
| = . with the Price of Flour. hs 


1 ET 2 | BEL Gd ins, 
FROM September 3d, to Sept. loth 1 1+ per quar, 
New wheaten flour fold for — o per ſack 
From September 10th to Sept. 17th o per quar. 
Wheaten flour fold for — o per ſack 
From September 17th to Sept. 24th 4+ per quar. 
Wheaten flour ſold for 8 hah 85 oe Rack | 
From September 24th to October 1 per quar. 
Wheaten flour ſold for — per ſack 
From October iſt to October 8th per quar. 
Wheaten flour fold for  — _ per ſack 
From October 8 h to October 15th 64 per quar. 
Wheaten flour fold for — © per lack 


2 quar. 
o = ſack 


14 per quar. 
o per lack. 


8 per quar. 
o per ſack 


3 per quar. 
o per lack 


F 


5 59. 


V r _ 
R 
EO Vs 5 
— 


« oe tt Cf —— ops : — Fa — — 3 SE oo CE 8 < Tt 

d 1 — — — . * — LY xv 4 — r 9 2 **. * 

eren Oy OS — Ss wa 4-4, Of * * wy 
8 15 * 8 F ; VE OR Oe . a y " l he — . — — b "__ — es » . — q 5 

re A 1 N ho of 2 W IS K 8 W — — _ — 
6 r 3 bp 8 * * enn hee] * = LD — N — ye 1 : - . — q ELON eee wy RE a. > 

. 19 1 —— 2 * oy - 1 * » K — - = - 

4 6 2 7 1 * * > e W 6— Ie | 


. K 1 rr — ern * * ht. — a — _ _ 
> — — 8 1 WR WS er P ²⁰˙ AA 2 Et Eo ona gs: 8 Cn 5 ' 5 ' — 1 
3 r c y We EIS CHOY 7 ee EE ECTS ̃ Ee CIS PTT... 
5 22 EIT EET Bane oe ee EE EAT TERS ob EE „ De at RT Cr SY : 
— IS a” i Ct, LE ol >> + LI * * HE 4 — _ dS oy n "4 fr 3 * 8 2 4 DRESS 7 2 $99 006 — 2 n — 


* 
* SE 7 . 
— pA: n \s 2 I Yr 
3 59 2 


— IEG 
a 
— 


— 


— — — - * 2 z 
. SEA FL . * *t 
3 —— 2 2 fl 

nal TO me ooo e ee 


. * * 2 8 be ah I. * 
— . oͤLW»ͤOAA . vwd 1 8 
— ee 1 — 6. 340 $6.99 == 2 . 
* 883 wap. © > ip — — 
— Yu 
— 2 
—— - 
3 


— — 


i buy ee oY gs BY — — — 


750. 85 | 
From zd March to foth — 
| Wheaten flour fold for  — 
From March 1oth to the 17th 
| Wheaten flour fold for  — 
From March 17th to the 24th — 
Wheaten flour ſold fr — 
From March 24th to the 31ſt 
Wheaten flour — — 
From March 31ſt to Aprilyth 14 per quar. 
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1760. 


| Wheaten flour ſold for 


From September 22d to the 29th 
- Wheaten flour — — 
From September 29th to Odtober em 
Wheaten flour — — 
* From Oct ober 6th to the 13th 
Wheaten flour | | 


From September ift to Sept. 8th : 
Wheaten flour ſold for 


From September 8th to the 1 5th 


From September 15th to > the 22d 


Wheaten flour 
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114 per quar, 


o per lack 


© per quar, 


o per ſack 


54 per quar. 
per ſack 


1761. 


Wheaten flour fold for G. I 


From March gth to the 16th 
Wheaten Flour | 


From 1 2d to March _ 
2 o and 


/ ut: bud i tb nu" he „ 4 „ 


— ; Y ; 
© 0 08 8 O 


O ow % & 


Oo. 
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per quar, 


per lack 


r quar, 
- {ack 


per quar, 


per ſack 


per . 


per ſack 


From March 16th to the 254 


Wheaten flour 


N 


From March 23d to zoth 5 


Wheaten flour 


Wheaten flour 


From September iſt to Sept. 7th 


_ Wheaten flour 


1 W heaten flour 


Wheaten flour 
From September 21ſt to the 28th 


N Wy} 


Wheaten flour 


From September 28ſt to Oktober 5th 


*Wheaten flour 


.From October 5th to the 12th 


Wheaten flour 


— 


From March zoth to April 6th 


b 
— 


From September 7th to the- 14th 


From September 14th to the 2iſt FO 


From iſt Match to $th Mar” 


Wheaten flour 


From the 8th of March to the 1 ph. 


Yen four 


a 
— 
5 


1 


Me (oy 90, et 69: wy, T dd ie we. a 0 his 


54; 
1 


oF per quar. 


oper ſack 
+ per quar. 
1 ck 


24 quar. 
O ; ol ſack 
4x per quar. 
oper ſac 
— er quar. 
A * ſack 
104 er quar. 
© 2 ſack 


61 per quar. 
: 15 ſack 


6 per quay. 


17 


1763. 


1762. ; 2 \ 
From 9 1 RF of March to the 22d 


Wheaten flour 
From the 22d March to the 29 
Wheaten flour 
| From the 29th March to the 5th April 1 
_ Wheaten flour 
From the Fork Augaft to 6th Septem. I 
Wheaten 
From 6th September to the 13th 
Wheaten flour 
From 13th September to the 20th 
Wheaten flour | 
From 20th September to the 27th 
Wheaten flour 
From 27th Sept. to the 4th October 
Wheaten flour 
From 4th October to the 11th 
Wheaten four 
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From February 28 to 5 March 50 
Wheaten flour — — 


4 


12 


— 
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From the 7th March to the 14th 


Wheaten flour 


Wheaten flour — L. I 

From the 14th March to the 21ſt 
e 

From the 21 of March to the 28th 

Wheaten flour 


22 


I 
7 © and 1 


I 

I 
I 
3 
1 
1 

1 

1 


1 


8 o and 1 
I 
7 o and 1 
1 
6 o and 1 


From the 28th of March to 4th April 1 


Wheaten flour | 
From 29th Auguſt to . 2 
 Wheaten flour 


From September 5th to the 12th „ 
8 o and 


Wheaten flour 


WN 


0 


L. 1 


From September 12 to the 19 
Wheaten flour 


From September 19 to the 26 


Wheaten flour 


. 
41 


From September 26th to October 3d 
Wheaten flour | 


From October 3d to the 1oth 
| Wneaten Rove - 


8 o and 


9 © and 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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1 
I 
6 o and I 


F 49 


15 

8 
117 
8 
12 
8 
11 
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12 


7 


12 


uars 
po fa 22 


quar. 


ae 


o per ſack 
34 per quar. 


o per ſack 
O per quar. 
o per {ack 
14 per quar. 
0 per ſack 


4z ber quar. 
Oper ſack 


114 per quar. 


o per ſack 


6X ger quar. 
o per ſack 


8 per, quar. 
o per lack 


114 per 
O per quar. 


per ſack 


27 per quar. 
o per ſack 


84 per quar. 


per ſack 


© per quar. 
© per lack 


7 per quar. 
o per lack 


24 per quar. 


o per lack 


44 fer quar, 
per ſack 


84 per quar. 
o per lack 


4 per quar. 
© 'per lack 
11 per quar. 
o per ſack 
1704, 
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7 REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, Kc. 
1764. L. 


From „„ 27 to March the gth 1 


Wheaten flour 4-1 9 o and 1 
From March 5th to the 12th | 

 Wheaten flour . 1 13 o and 1 
From March 12 to the 19th 1 
Wheaten flour C. 1 13 o and 1 
From March 19 to che 26 — 1 
Wheaten flour C. 1 13 © and 
From March 26 to April ad 


Wheaten flour L. 1 14 o and 


From September 3d to the 1oth 
Wheaten flour 


From September roth to the ro 
Wheaten flour 


I 

1 

1 

. 
— 1 
1 

I 
From September 17 to the 24th EIN 
9 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 


Wheaten flour 

From Sept. 24th to che it October 

Wheaten flour 
From October 1 to the 8th 

Wheaten flour L.1 13 © and 

From October 8th to the 1 . | 

| . flour — 1 


a — 


From March 4th to 3 I ith 
Wheaten flour | 


From March rith to the 18th 3 
Flour — 


From March 18 to the 5 25 


23 f 


From March 25th to the i April 


Wheaten flour — 
From April iſt to the 8th | | 
Flour —— 


From September 2d to September 1 
Fleur, none ſold 


From Septemher gth te the 16th * J 
Flour | —— I 
„From September 16th to the 234 I 
Flour — — — 1 
From September 2 3d to the zoch 2 


F our, none __ 


2 
2 
2 
2 
; "69: 
Flour | ——— — 2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


0 3 > 0+. eg on . 


4. ' A. 1 . 
14 24 per quar, 


11 © per ſack 
7 34 — 0% | 
15 © per ſack 
18 2 per quar, 
15 0 per lack 
17 9 per quar. 
15 o per ſack 
18 4 per quar. 
is o per ſack 
16 114 per _ 
13 © Per ia 
15 1 per quar. 


13 © per ſack 


17 61 per quar, 
13 © per lack 


| 16 84 per quar. 


13 © perlack 


17 104 per uar. 


14 © per ſack 


17 1 per quar. 


per ſack 


— 
* 


oã fer quar. 
o - per lack 
I 114 per quar. 
© per {ack E | 


3 ne quar. | 
0 | 


7 7 quar. 
Sy K lack 


112 per quar. 
o per lack 


24 per oy 


'E ; 17 | per quar, 


16 4 per lack 


17 114 per quar- 
13-0 per lack 


2 © 2 per quar. 


1765- 


4765. 


1766. 


From March 19th to March the _ 


From Mareh 17th to the 24th. 


From September 1ſt to Jenember 8th 


KPPORT FROM Tu COMMITTEE, ge. 


From September zoth to October 2th” 3-0 $ 


_ Flour ſold 


: 


— 


From October 7th to the 14th 


Flour ſold 


From March 3d to March 10h 


Flour- 
Flour 


Fiour 


From March 24th to the zit 
Flour 


From Mareh 31ſt to ; April 7th 


Flour 


Flour 


From September 3th to the 15th. - 
Flour 


From September 1 5 to the 22d 


Flour 


From September 224 to the 2gth 


Flour 


From September 29 to October 6th. 


_ Flour 


| From Octo 
| Flour 


1767. 


From March zoth 1 to April 6th 


From 3 iſt Augft to th Sender 


From March 2d to March gth 
£-2 5 © and 


From March gth to the 16th 
| L 5 © and 


From March 16 to the : 3d 


Flour 


Flour 


Flour 


From March 23d ny the ot | | | 


Flour 
Flour 


Flour 


From 7th September to the 14th 


0 8 


— 


— — 


8 


— — 


"i 2 5 13th 
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— — 
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19 


16 
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2 ga 
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2 _ 
0 yh 
52 per quar. 


per ſack 


8 O fer per ack 


12 quar, 
4 2 ſack 
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$5605, 
From 8 100 to the 21ſt 


| | Ss, | lour, — 
From September Si it to the 28th 


- Fram Sept, 28th to the 5th October 


<5 lour "adn — 


| | - From October 5th to the 12th 
Flour — _ 15 4 © and: 


1786. 

TY From February agth to March 7h 
Flour — — 
From March 7th to the um 
Flour — — — 

From March 14th to the 21ſt 
Flour — 
From March 21ſt to the 28th | 
Flour | — — 
From March 28th to April 4th. 
Flour w— 


From Auguſt 9th t to September 5th 


Wheaten Flour —— — 
September 7th and an, 3 

; Flour — L. 2 0 and 
September gth — — 

-Flour '—— „. 2 0 and 


Fiom September gth to the 12th 
Wheaten Flour £2 2 © and 
From September 12th to the 14th 
Four — £2 2 © and 
From September 14 to the 16th 
Flour —_— 42 2 o and 
From September 16 to the 19th. 
our + 
From September 1 19 yh to the 2 34 
'- Flour _ 
From September 2 50 to the 26th 
Fl DET ----. — — 
From September 26th to the 28th - 
Wheaten Flour, none fold _ 
From September 28th to tae zoth 
Flour 


— 


Flour — .. 2 2 o and 
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9 
6 
0 


9 
4 
Oo. 


| $: 


=. quar, 


per ſack 
IT {ack 


74 2 guar 


ack 


2 per quar. 
©. fer ſack 


11 per quar. 
o per ſack 


5 per quar. 
2 2 ae ſack 


ber guar, 


15 per ſack 


54 per _ | 


© per ſack 


9 per quar. | 


o per ſack 


14 per quar. 


© per lack 


; 2 Per. quar. 


© per ſack 


14 Der quar. 
wy 5 lack 


per ſac k 


per lack 
fer quar. 


| 5 fer quar. 


quar. 


O 

quar. 
0 fer lack -- 
4 per quar. | 
0 


fer quar. 


1 
4 


1 


ren FROM THE COMMITTEE, 4. 753 
1768. . 
From geben der 3oth to October 3d 115 84 per quar. 
* Flour © 118 o per ſack 
From Odftober 3d to the 5th © 1 16 74 per quar. 
Flout— (. 1 16 o and 117 0 Fer lack 
From October 5th to: the It t 12 0 per quar. 
Flour ———— — 116 0 per ſack 
From Oc ober 7th to the 10th 1 14 5 per quar. 
| ur —— 1 16 o per lack 
From Oftober roth to the 12th 1 15 42 per quar. 
Flour — 116 © per lack. 
From October 12th to the 14h 1 11. 8 quar. 
1 none eld ES * . 
1 
88 iſt March to ,Gth March 1 14 44 fer quar: 
Flour — — — 1 13 o per ſack 
From 6th March to Sth March I 16 472 pen ou 
Flour . — — I 13 © per ſack 
From. 8th March to 13th March 1 15 4+ per _ 
Flour — — 1 13 O per ſack 
From 13th March to 15th March 1 16 4 per 2 
Flour — i ack 
From 1 5th March to Sc March I 14 8 fer ch 
Flour 1 13 © per ſack 
From 20th March to 22d March 1 15 4x fer quar. 
Flout | = — 1 13 0 per lack 
From 22d March to 27th. March 1 14 92 per 2 | 
Flour — 113 © per ſa 
From agth March to 3d April 1 12 104 per quar. 
Flour — — 1 13 0 per ſack 
From 3d April to 0 April 1 16 5 #&r ck 
Flour — — . 1 13 0 per ſack 
From 5th'Ap:il to roth April 114 8 per quar. 
out — — 113 o per lack 
From iff ne to 5th September 4 It 84 per quar. 
Flour my 1 $0 0" per Jack 
From $th September to 6th September 1 14 8X per quar, 
Flour - 4 — — 211 0” oy lack 
From 6th September to rich September 1 13 84 per quar. 
Flour 7 — — 110 0 per ſack 
From r ith September to 1 3th Sept. 1 15 1 per quar. 
Flor L. 1 10 o and 1 11 © ter ſack | 
From 13th September to 18th Sept. 1 15 9 per quar. 
Flor — 111 0 fer ck 
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74 REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, &ci 


"no „ 5 
. 18th September to zoth Sept. L490 - 4 uar. 
Flour —— — 111 0 per que 
From 20th September to 2 5th Sep 113 10 pi quar, 
Flour — — 111 0 per lk 
From 25th Sept. to 25h Sept. „1 4 2 p quar, 
Fl: ur 1 10 © per ſack 
From 27th Sept. to 2d Ofober _ 1 13 © per quar. 
Flour — 1 10 o er ſack 

From 2d October to 4th October 1 13 10 per quar. 
Flour _ — 1 10 o per ſack 
From ath Oktober to gi October 1 13 4. fer quar. 

Flour — — 110 © per ſack 
From gth October to 11th October 1 15 124 per your 
Flour — — — 110 © per ſack 
From 11th October to 1 3th Oduber 1 15 ©- per quar, 

Flour —  ——_ — 110 0 lick 

1770. | . 

From 2d March to to 50h March 2 5 4 er your 
Flour — 1 92 per ſack 
From 5th March t to 7th March 1 11 1+ per quar, 
Flour— — 18 o per ſack 
From 7th March to 12th March 1 12 per quar. 
Flow | _ — — 18 0 periack 
From 12th March to 14th March 1 12 10 per you 
Flour — — 18 oa per ſack 

From 14th March to 19th March 1 12 7 per quar. 
Flour — — 1 8 o per ſack 
From 19th March to 2 1ſt March x 11 82 per quar. 
Flour — — 1 8 9: per ſack 
From 2 iſt March to 26th March [mJ 54 per quar. 
Flour — — 18 38 o per ſack 
From 26th March to 28th March 1 12 gt per quar- 
> Flour — 1 8 o per ſack 
From 28th March to 2d April 1 12 11 per quar. 
Flour —— - #80 ſack 
From 2d April to ub April 1 13, Ox per quar. 
Flour = — 1 8 O e ſack 
From 4th A: ril to 6th A ril 1 12 fer quar. 
Four — 5 — „ £ per ſack 
Tim 34 pep. to th Sept. 2 2 1 41 per quer. 
Flout 2 2 — * | 1 16 0.. per ſick. 


From 


REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEF, & 75 Þ 

$770, i 1 
f rs 5th Sept. to roth Sept. I Ig 64 per quar. i. 
Flour — 1 16 © per ſack 9 

| From 10th Sept. to > 12th Sept. 2 2 5 per quar. 1 
Flour LOO — 116 o per ſack 1 

From 12th Sept. to 17th Sept. 113 1+ per quar. n 

Flour — — 1 16 © per ſack 4 
From 17th Sept. to 55 Sept. 2 2 1 per quar. 1 
Flour — 116 o per ſack 1 
From 19th . to 24th Sept. . 2 2 5+ per quar. 1 
Flour — — 4 1 0 per fen | :5i 
From 24th Sept. to 26th Sept. 2 4 © per quar, 1 
Flour — 116. per ſack 1 
From 26th Sept. to iſt October 2 7 per quar. i 
Flour | 1-16 © per ſack. 11 
From 3ſt October to 3d Oct. 2 4 115 per quar. F i 
Flut L£1 16 o and 1 17 0 per lack | / 1 
From 3d October to 8 h Oct. 2 4 GE per quar. 11 

Flour— 2 6: o _ 1 > o per ſack f 


From 8 h October to 10th ON. 2 3 8 per quar. 


OTE IT PIR "E92 
— - — a 2 x7 


Hour —' (. 16 o and 1 17 0 per ſack 1 
From 10th October to 15th OR. oO 2+ per quar. 1 
| Flour m—_ — No price fixt 1 
1771s 95 8 5 # We 4 
From iſt March to TN March 2 2 0+ per quar, 1 
Flour r — 118 o per ſack Al. : 
From 4th March to 6th March 2 3 34 per quar. 1 
Flour — —— 118 © per ſack 11 
From 6th March to 11th March 2 2 9 fer _ | 
Flour — 1 18 0 per ſack 1:1 
From 11th March to 1 13th March "2:3 nar. 1 
Flour  — _ 1 18 o per ſack i | 
From 13th March to 18th March 2 1 6 per quar. 18 
"Flour "© — — 118 0 perfack "1 
From 18th Marc to 2oth March 1 5 N | i} 
Flour — 118 © 
From 2oth to 25th March  — 2 3 7 gl quar. 
Flour ER — "18-2 per ſack 
From 25th March to 27th March 2 3 4 per quar, 
Flour — — 118 © per ſack 
| Is 27th March to 1ſt _—_ 2 2 of per quar, 


From iſ April to 3d 1 3 


Flour tr — 


-Flour — _— 
From 24 September i to 4th Sep 3 
Flour — — — — * 
From 4th September to 9th S: pt. 
Fer 
From gth September 1 to rnb Sent. 

Flour | — — 
From 11th Sober to 16th Sept. 
Flour —_ . 18 o and 


From 16th botember to 18th Sept. 
er L. 1 19 © and 


From 18th September to 23d Sept. 
Flour — 


From 23d September to 25th Sept. 
JJJͤ 29-6 and 


From 25th September to zoch Sept. 


From zoth September to 2d Oct. 


Flour — £1 19 40d 

From 2d October to 7th Oqt. 

Flour — 
From 7th en to gth oa. 

Flour _ — 3 


From th Oktober to 110 Oct. 
lane — 4. I 0 © new and 


1772. 
From ad March to 4th March 

Flour - — :_. ww — 

From 4th March to gth March 
Flour _— 1 

From gth March to 11th March 
Flour — — 
From 11th March to 16th March 

Flour — — — 
Ftom 16th March to 18th March 
_ Flour 


From 18th March to 234 Waren 8 
Flour — 


—— 


ty NN S N NN ND 


From 3d April to 8th April — 2 


Flour — | £5 119 © and 2 


O bs DP 9-0 0 0+ 


2 
I 
2 
I 
2 
1 
2 
I 
2 
1 
2 
I 
2 
2 
2 
i. > 
2 
2 
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2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 


A 00 0 0 a o G 


we . 9 
D to 


5 0 


[97 


© BREE 
\oO > 


Fic REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, &c. 


d. 


9% per quar. 


O per iick 


91 per 0 uar. 


ck 


O' Pe 


3x pr quar. 


© per {ack 


1 per quar, 
o per {ack 


; 54 per qQuz?r, 


: per ſack 


fer quar, 


5 per lack 
3 per. quar. 


0 per lack 


14 ber quar. 
o per lack 


7 per quar. 


© per ſack 
87 per quar. 


0 per lack 


42 per quar. 


0 per lack 
11 per quar. 


o per lack 
62 fer quar. 
C per ſack 


| 24 per ey: 
© 610 per ſack 


1 per quar. 


0 per ſack 


72 per quar, 
o per ſac 


72 fer ouar, 
o per ſack 


54 per quar- 


o fer ſack 
04 per quare 


g- var. 
© bor ack 


;* 1778" ; 


— 


— 
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1772. %, L. 5. 4. 
From FR March to 25th March 2 10 11+ per quar. 
Flour — 2 4 0 es lack 
From 25th March to zoth March 2 10 6 per quar. 
Flour _— 1 o and 2 4 © Lick 
From zoth March to 1ſt April 2 13 $4 per quar. 
Flour  — . a2 5 o and 2 6 © per lack 


From 16 April to 6th April 2 13 74 per quar. 


F off Sa 1 o and 2 6 0 fer lack 


From 6:h April to 8th April 2 12 62 per quar, 
Flour = —— 7 per lack 


62 
© 
From 24 September te 7th E 2 11 9 per quar. 
o 
2 


Flour 


| Flour per {ack 
From 7th September to gth Sept. per quar. 


N 
wn 


— 
n+p vw 


ND | Flour — —— 
From gth September to 14th Sept. 
Flour — 

From 14th September to 18th Sept. | 
Flour Sn 
From 16th September to 21ſt Sept. 
Flour 
From 21ſt September to 23d Sept. 
Flour - 
From 23d Seprember to 28th Sept. 
Flourtrt e 
From 28ch September to zoth Sept. 
Flor e 
From goth September to h October 
Flourtrt — 
From 5th October to 7th Oct. 
Flour 
From 7th October to 12th Oct. 
Flour — 


From 12th October to 14th Oct. 
| Flour —— ' | 
1 773. 

f Fr rom 1ſt March to 3d March 


Flour | won — 


From zd March to 8th March 


Our — — 


From Sth March to loth March 


lour — — 


Oo per quar. 
0 Pres 


72 per 
© per — 
72 per quar. 
0 per ſack 
OZ per quar. 
per ack 


14 per quar, 
0 8 0 lack 


94 per quar. 
© _ lack 


84 per quar. 
| whe per ſack 


10 quar. 
0 gs ſack. 


22 er quar. 
o per ſack 


74 per quar. 
O kin ſack 


— 
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— — 
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— 


FE 
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mw WW 
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6 fer quar. 
o per lack 
32 per quar- 


o Fer. tack 


52 per Juar. 
85 per {ack 


— 1 
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W WW W v 
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WwaqaN ww. No weep 


o per lack 
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1773 


8 . 
e toth March to 1 15th Ma March 2 8 4+ per quar, 
Flour — 2 3 o per ſack 
From 15th March t to ot March 2 1x o per quar, 
Flour — — 39 :0 per lack 

| From 17th March to 22d March 2 11 7 fer quar, 

_ Flour — — 3 er lack 
From 22d March to 240% March 2 10 114 per quar. 
Flour — — - 2 3 0 perſack 
From 24th March to mV March | 2 13 42 per quar. 

| Flour — 2 3 © per ſack 
From 29th March to 510 March 2 12 10 per qua, 
Flour — — 2 3 0 ber ſack 

From 31ſt March to 5th April 2 13 lot per 1 

Flour —— — cc 3 o Fer ſack 

From 5th April to 7th Apiil 2 11 8x fer quar, 

Flour — — 2 3 © per ſack 

From iſt September to 6th Sept. 2 16 © per quar. 
"Flour — 2 8 o per ſack 
From 6th September to 8th Sept. 2 16 1 per h | 

Flour —— 2 8 o per ſa 

From 8th September to 13th sept. 2 10 7 per quar. 

Flour — 2 8 o per ſock 
From 1 3th September to 1 35th Sept. 2 15 2 per quar. 
Flour —w——— —— 2 8 o per ſack 
From 15th September to o 2oth Sept. 2 16 O per quar. 
Flour — — 2 $0 ek 
From 20th 3 to 22d Sept. 2 13 104 per quar. 
Flour — — n 0 e lack 
From 22d Se ptenber to #70 Sept. 2 14 51 per quar, 

| Flour ——— — — 1 8 26d fer | ſack | 

From 27th september to 29th Sept. 2 12 14 per quar. 
Flour — — 2 330 per ſack 
From 2th September to 4th ON. 2 9 112 per quar. 
Flour —_— dne 85 o ad, ves fack : 

_ From 4th ORober to 6th Opt. 2 10 75 per quar. 
Flour - L. 2 7 © new, and 2 8 o oldperſack 
From 6th Oftober to 11th Oct. 7 74 0 quar. 
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Flour — . 2 7 o new, and 2 8 5 


From 41th October to 13h ON. 2 cad; __ 
Flour . N 2 1 00 


! 
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enn of a Letter from Mr. Milne of Mancheſter. 
n uf January, 1 774 


8 1 R, 
A Few days ago I ſept directed to you; ; wa, p 
| | „„ 
3 Diviſions of fineſt Wire Work, Ne 60, at 1 , per — 1 10 © 
2 Ditto — — Ne 58, at 15 per — 1 10 0 
2 Ditto — — Nt 54, at 15 per — I 10 © 
2 Ditto — — Ne 48, at 10 per —=1 © © 
2 Ditto — -N 42, at 7 per — 0 14 
wu, Ditto — — N? 35, at 7 per — 0 14 O 
2 Ditto — — N® zo, at 5 per — 0 10 0 
2 Ditto — — NY 24, at 2 6d. pero 5 © 
2 Ditto — — N* 12, at 2 64. pero 5 © 
| 7 18 0 
ba — 


A Gviſion i is in length juſt Keke to reach round a machine, and 
in breadth ſufficient. to reach between one wood circle aud 
another; but we generally make the wire work 2 diviſions broad. 
Our common flour machines (of which I think we make twenty 
times as many as any other ſort) are intended to dieſs fine flour, 
2ds, and 3ds, and divide the pollard at one operation: they are 
about 6 feet long, and have 15 diviſions of wire work. i in N 
which are of the following ſorts; vix. 8 


4 of the top OTA are Ny 54. 
4 next — Ne 58, or 60. 
309 — — Nie 30, or 35. 
2 D for fine — 5 5 „ 
20 for coarſe Pollard | N? 12, 


And theſe machines for dreſſing billet ha, are re compoſe of 
wire work as follows: N 
4 Diviſions at top No 35. 
J 42˙ 
4 Ditto | — | — . Ne 24. 


"7a have both of theſe fin of mb in lh at your mills 
"at Redhouſe and Rotherbithe, on which account I thought it 
would be beſt to ſend you perfect diviſions as above; and "when 
you have tried the neceſſary experiments with them, they will do 
to repair thoſe machines with you. You defire to know bow 
many wires there are in an inch long and an inch br ad in every 
for of wire worms with regard to tha, every number deſcribes 


* | 


jo n — — 
— ———— nat 
— ; TT 


7 8 
> 
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— 
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ELAINE 


= — — 
0. 


22 


by — 


73 —— 0 
r 


Z VF 
8 — 


i 


8 


„% — REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, ke. 
jtſelf; for inſtance, Ne 60, hath 60 wires in an inch, both length | 
and breadth} and fo of all the reſt. „ 

If you want any further inſtructions, you may freely command, 
Four moſt obedient ſervant, | 

.. JOHN MILNE, 


RT TT LENRY PELHAM, . 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Milne, of Mancheſter, to Mr. 4 
Pelham of the Victualing Office, dated the 2d of February m 
JJ... TS IN 90 
YOUR favour of the 27th lics before me, by which I obſerve | 4 
u have received the wire work, &c. You deſire to know what fo 
of "Wire work is proper, to take out of any given quantity of * 
flour, about half of the ſineſt ſort, for wheaten bresd, the other an 
half to make houfhoid bread. I think 4 diviſions (Ne 54) at the F 
top of a machine, will take out, in a general way, about half the 35 
duanuty of flour for fine; yet I think it would be well to hare N. 
2 diviſions; (Ne 58) below theſe, becauſe ſome meal dreſſes a 
better than others, and when it has been ground ten days or 2 
ſortuight, it dreſſes better than when it is newly ground; and to . 
dreſs the other half of the flour at the ſame operation for houl- th; 
held bread, the wire work ſhou'd be Ne 42; but by means of a ma 
moveable pa titiop, under the macb ine, (which I always recom- 
mend, fee the plan of the machine) you may take two of the firſt 
Aiviſions, or three or four, or what you pleaſe, and conſequent]y 1 
have exactly what quantity or quality you will. The greateſt 3 
| mah of the mackines which I make for fine flour, for all parts of 
England, Lieland, &c. are of No 54 and 58; and Ne 60 is quite 
Ene enough for Hertfordſhire whites, 1 think I mentioned before, 
that the number of wires in length and breadth, are always equal 
to the No called. If you r I will make any machines in 5 
a y particular manner you chooſe; and if you want any other B *. 
directions, in any refpe& whatſoever, you may freely command, We 


N 30 
Your moſt obzdient, | 
ele Servant,” -.- "I 
P. 8. If you let Mr. Cooper have the wire wotk, it will be 
| 3 1 G nn inn 
HENRY PELHAM. 
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„„ 
* | Mancheſter, the 4th Moy 1774s 
be . Commiſſioners, ; 

n of Milne, Robinſon , and Place, 


: hos 2 4 
ben Machines and Packing cler at C. is 26 


Gentlemen, 
170 your order we have ſent as ond which believe will 


anſwer the purpoſe you defire them. The machine you deſire, to 
dreſs at one operation all the flour, free from bran and pollard, is 
made of one fort of wire work (Ne 42); that is, there are 42 


wires in an inch, and the holes both in length and breadth. are 
geometrical ſquares; and the weight of fix inches-ſquare of this 
wire wor k is one ounce and one dram. The other machine yon 
defire, to dreſs two forts of flour, is compoſed of wire work as 


follows; wiz. 6 diviſions (N“ 54) and 9 diviſions (Ne 242); ; the 
weight of - fix inches ſquare of the finet (Ne 54) is juſt one 


ounce, and the holes are geometrical ſquares; the other (Ne 42) 
you have an account of tl weight, &c. above, it being the ſame 
fineneſs of wire work the other machine is coꝶ poſed of. This 


laſt machine will, we believe, dreſs one half of the flour ſine, and 


clear the other from the bran and pollard. 


In order that you may diftinguiſh one machine from the other, 
that machine which is compoſed of one ſort of wire work is 


marked (4), and the hor * | . 


HENRY PELHAM, 


MEMORANDUM. 


A Deſcription of the ſeveral bolting cloths moſt commonly 
ally from an account of Mr. William On Bolting R_ 
eaver, at Queenhithe, wiz. 


215; Ct: th 64 Threads to the (TY in the Wikis 4 % 

52 Ditto Ditto, i in the Shute. 
185 5 — $2 Ditio Ditto, in the Warp. 
. 4 Ditto Ditto, in the Shute, 

16. — 44 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 
1 We Ditto Dito, in the Shute. 
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14. — 40 Ditto Ditto. in the Warp. | 
„ Df + [ROT Ditto, in the Shnte. 
136%½. — 32 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp, 
„ 4 + LA Ditto, in the Shute. 
86. — 17 Ditto >> Ditto: i in the Warp. | 
16 Ditto Ditto, io the Sb ute. 
e HENRY Y PELHAM, 
ü EXPERIMENTS on Ds Weber of Wheat in Flour 
ENS: en & cc. 
1773: Nor. „ I 
ONE quarter of 1 new wheat, of 593 w. per buſhel - 474 
Produed meal 408 
Waſte in grinding - 5 Ay 6 
Meal as above | 4 „ 5 © 468 
Dreſſed through a Thirteen Shilling Cloth, for nary . 
| 371 
N 92 
_ Waſte in pong 13 


- This flour therefore comes out at the rate of 46 bb. 12 0Z. per 
| buſhel: N 


* N ” — — * 3 * —— 


| Ts | lb. 

| Two 8 of new wheat, at er buſhel Og $24. 

Z Wade in . | - —_ - ; 5 | oh 
Meal as above 2 5 1 | 9 5 gk 3 

& Ow N n a Thien Shilling Cloth produted | 1 

r 8 196 


85 Waſte in dreſſing 32 


This flouz comes out at the rate of 44 1b. 4 o, per buſhel. 


net 


— 


1 


Wat 


4 4 = 2" 


7 7 


| 173. Nov. 29. 
One quarter of new wheat, at G1 b. per buſhel LP 
Wake in 87 "ding 5 Mi 4 4 
Meal as above „„ e od a 29 Jo 1 476 
Dreſſed through a. Thirteen Shilling Cloth, produced 7 6 . 
Flour Ae: 383 


. NE 5 8 Bran 92 
| | enn in dreſſing „ 


— 


The above comes out at 471 lb. 14 OZ. Fer buthel. 


* 1 oY 2». $5 


s * 
* x 4 a 2 ) 5 8 0 : - $445 =,” 
£ f 7 4 0 þ 4 8 * 44 


* G ol * 4 1 5 * . . *** — 


coy * 


ABSTRACT: of Four der of: © Wheat a 405 then 
Areſfed through a Thirteen DES Cloth. * 
* if Ib. 
From one quarter, of 39 b. Her buſhel 329 1 374 
To quarters, of 574 lb. diito — 708 
One SO of 60 baditto.. «1 383 


* 7 1465 2 

Which i is at the rate we 45 Ib. 12 0Z. 12 * per buſhel, at an 
averages; L | 
4 2 od 


ABSTRACT of the Bran e 3 Fs above Wheat. 


From one quarter of wheat, at 59. Ib. yer buſhel e 
Two quarters at 574 Ib. ditto 196 
Obe . 39 28 Ib, ditto = 92 


* - £Þ » * 


Which is at the rate of 1 11 1 W. 11 OZ. | 14% yer buſhel, a an 
average. * | 


The 146 5% lb. of Row proc as b upon being dreſſed 
in 0 7 through, 


Produced Houſeholds = 100% e 
Seconds i 18 
Thirds 5 „ e 216 6 
Midlings 1 th Oe. * e 
Pollard 1 | 


1459 x 
6 


Waſte in Grilling Is: 


146 
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Produced meal | 2 476 , 


Prices of the Cloths. ' 
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Tbe above forts of flour taken all together, and includi ing the 
pollard, produce at the rate of 45 Ib. 9 o·. 4. dr. Fer buſhel of 


wheat. 
And - the . at the rate of 441 lb. 22 Oo. 10 dr. 


per buſhel, 


NN ds. 

Wheat, one quarter, of 61 b. joe buſhel , Fe! ound 
Produced meal 85 „% en, 
Loſs a » grinking * | - i ox 42 
| Pounds, 


Meal from the above q quarter of bent — 5 | 453] | 
Which being crfſed . a Fourteen Shilling Clo, produced, . 


Flour 3 
| 3 EET 2 N | = tir 
Len in dreſſing | TE e 9 
—— 


189 b. of flour come out at the rate of 481. 3x. from m 
buſhel of- wheat. | | 5 | 


N.B. Laſt. urs wheat. 
Wheat, one quarter, er 57 w. re eke 
| Proqueed meal 


Lab in grinding. 


Meal from the above quarter of ca - 


| Which, being dreſſed 2 a Fourteen Skilliog Clo, , produced, 
: 79G 353 8 
P Bo 


Lok bo ae 4 iÞt — 6h 1 1 


— 


1 w. of foup come out at the rate of tb. 3 02. 8dr. 
2 buſhel of wheat. 44] ; 


N. B. Laſt year's wheat. 


Abſtract 
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5 ABSTRACT of the Quaticy of Flour produced from the Two 
uarters of Wheat before nnn W through a Fours 


teen Shilling Cloth. 
Pounds. 


5 From one quarter of wee; of 61 lb. fer buſhel | Eo $99. 
L "Ou negro of ano, of 57 lb. 28 Ae IS * 


„ Tol 1 oO „1 1 
5 Tue above dont e comes out at the rate 1 46 lb. 5 or. from a 
| buſhel of wheat. 15 | CEOs | 


"The bran fam 115 8 wheat was 


- A | Pounds. 
From the quarter of 61 lb. to the buſhel ! — 9 
From the quarter of 57 kb. to ditto : 952 ; 


Total VVV 


ic is at the rate of 11 1b. 1402. of bran from a buſhel of 
wheat. 


The Fre Ib. of flour, "which were 1 eg 
through a Fourteen Shilling Cloth, upon being dreſſed again, 
produces the Jong particulars ; viz. | 
| Ib. Prices of Claths, 
| | Houſeholds, or veſt Jour go 5 e 
Seconds 5 1 5 | 
2 | - 3 87 N 2168 


Loſs in dreſſing 


The 3 2 of gour, 23 the pollard, come out at: 
45 Id. 15 0z.. 8 dr. from a buſhel of Wheat. | | 


And cxclubre of” e at n 1 5 oz. 8 dr. wg ditto. 


The . account of i * the dreſſing of flour, 
i was ſent by me to Governor Pownall, and is a true copy of 


the account REA 1 Hors of thoſe experiments. 
HENRY PELHAM 
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© - OBSERVATIONs relating to BREAD and FLOUR. 


IT would be needleſs to go about to prove, that bread is one 
of che moſt important articles amongfl our proviſions; it being well 


Known, that it conſtiiutes a very conſiderable part af the aliment 
_ een of the greateſt and mo? opulent people in this kingdom, and 


that the poorer ſort of our fellow ſubjects do, it all times, derive 


the grea eſt part of their ſubſiſtence from it. 


Our law; vers were lo well appriſed of this that from the mot 


early times, they tcok care to aſcertain and make known to the 


people, by means of the tables of aſſize, the quantity of bread they 
had a right to expect from the baker, according to the governing 
market Prices of Wheat: and they alſo very humanely ordained, 
that biead of different prices ſhould be made from this grain, in, 
order that the poor might be able to procure a ſufficient quantity 


of it, for the ſuppoit of themſelves and their families, at a leſs 
price than the rich. . 3 e 

And whoever conſid-rs this matter with attention, muſt ſoon 
perceive, that there is nothing which more nearly concerus the 


, 


generality of the people, than to be fo far acquainted with what 


concerns the article of bread, as to be enabled to judge whether“ 


they are ſupplied therewith agreeable to the directions of the 


| Jeg:ſlature, It is in this perſuaſion that 'T venture to ſubmit to 
the Committee the following facts, ſtates, and obſervations, as my 


Information, in the beſt form in which I can lay it before them. 
As the laws rtlating to it are but ſew, I ſhall go back to the firſt 
act for ſe ting an aſſize on bread, that appears in the printed col- 
Kction of our ſtat utes, Which was in the fifty-firit year of Henry 
the IId. and in the year of our Lord 1266. S006 


whole wheat, and breed trecet. 


The firit of them, that is;to ſay, the Waſtell bread, which was 


tlie fineſt of the three, was to weigh as much again as the bread 


treet, which was the coarſeſt; and the bread of the whole wheat, 
which was the middle.fort, was to weigh three-fourths of the 
bread treet. And, by the aſiize table in the ſaid Act, when 


wheat was at twelve- pence E quarter, the following quantities 
ef he three forts of bread , before- mentioned were to be ſold for 


one farthing, viz. 


1 | To weigh. 
VVV . . 4. | 

Waſtell bread, of a farthing, 6 16 © 
Bread of the whole wheat, of ditto 10 7 0 


4 read A 5 of ditto. 13 42 8 


By this Act, many forts of bread from wheat were allowed to 
be made and foid : but the great length of time which has inter- 
vened, renders it more difficult than could, be wiſhed, to explain 
all the particulars relating to them: I ſhall therefore confine my- 
ſell to the three following forts, ' vis. Waſtell bread, bread of the” 


And 
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And the Act expreſsly ſays, © That then a baker, in every quar- 
« ter of wheat (as is proved by the King's bakers) may gain tour- 
* pence and the bran, and two loaves for advantage.“ So that, 
admitting theſe two loaves to be farthing loaves, which is the only. 
ſort mentioned in the Act, the bread produced from a quirter of 
wheat at that time (computing from the bread whole wheat) was 
517 pounds 6 ounces troy; which is equal to 426 pounds 1 
ounce 12 drams avoirdupois, and comes, out at the rate of 53 
pounds 4 ounces of bread from a buſhel of wheat. | 
It appears further, that the aſſize of bread was directed by this 
Act to beſet from the middle price of wheat; and as it informs 
us, that the bakers would gain the bran, and takes notice of their 
| bultel (or bolting) among their charges, it is evident that they 
dreſſed their own flour, and, except the grinding, were the ſole 
manufacturers of wheat into bread. 5 | 
This ſtatute contained in force for the long term of five hundred 
| years and upwards, or till the year 1709, which was in the eighth 
year of the reign of Queen Anne, when it was repealed, and a new 
one made for regulating the aſſize and price of bread ; the pre- 
amble whereof ſets forth, © That the before-mentioned Act of 
Henry the third was expreſſed in terms ſo obſcure and impractica- 
ble iu thoſe times, that many doubts and difficulties did daily ariſe 
in the conſtruſtion thereof; whereby little or no obſervance had 
in many places becn made, either of the due aſſize, or reaſonable 
price of bread; and that covetous and evil- minded people, taking 
advantage of the ſame, had, for their own gain and lucre, deceiv- 
ed and oppreſſed her Majclty's ſubjects, and more eſpecially the 
poorer ſort of people.? | * £ 
By this Act of the eighth of Queen Anne, only three ſorts of 
bread were retained and allowed to be mace and told, vix. white, 
wheaten, and houſchold ; which were to weigh in proportion to 
each other, as follows, vx. the white, which was the fineſt, was to 
weigh half as much as the houſehold, which was the coarſeſt; and 
the wheaten, which was the middle fort, was to weigh three- 
fourths as much as the houſehold : which faid proportions cor- 
reſpond exactly with thoſe which the Waſtell bread and bread 
treet, and the bread of the whole wheat under the Act of the 51ſt 
of Henry the third were to bear to each other, | | 
And the magiſtrates, upon the ſetting the aſſize under this Act 
of Queen Anne, were empowered to make a reaſonable allowance 
to the bakers, for their charges, pains, and livelihoods; and the 
aſſize table was ſo formed, as that the quantity cf bread which a 
buſhel of wheat was calculated to produce, would vield the bakers 
the market price of the buſhel of wheat, and likewiſe the ſum 
— by fs magiſtrates for their charges, pains, and liveli- 
oods, | CD EDT | | | 5 
This will appear very plain, by ſtating the aſſize of bread to be 
ſet at London, under the {aid Act, from wheat and baking, at fix 
ſhillings per buſhel, VIZ. Ef, I £3 Oo | 8 : The 
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The Baker 5 - Dr. Per Contra © - 7s 5 Cr. 


„ 5 5 5 ö 4. 4. 
To wheat one buſhel —- 4 6 f By a twelve- penny loaves 
To bakers allowance 2 of white bread, of polb. 
ditto, from the magiſ- 12 0. 8dr. each - 2 0 


trates 16 { By 2 twelpenny loaves of 
of NO _ wheaten br:ad, of glb. 

11 0·. 1 dr. each 2 6 
By a twelve - penny loaves 
of bouſekold bread, at . 

1} 11. 9 oz, 6 dr. each 2 0 


i — , —— 2 


* * 


60 2 5 15 | 6 0 


And the ſaid ſtate will alſo prove, that the weight of bread which 
the bakers were required to deliver t) the public, from a buſhcl 
of wheat, under the Tad Act, was 52 lb. 2 Of. ix. 
: 8 5 | 3 | Ib. OZ. dr. | 
Two ſhillings worth of white bread - 114 9 
Iwo ſhillings worth of wheaten ditto - 17 6 2 
Two ſhillings worth of houſehold ditto 23 2 12 


p | $23. 2-- 
And any other article of wheat and baking, in the aſſize table, 
will, upon examination, bring out the like proof. 
But this Act had one capital defect in it; which was, that it 
did not req” ire the aſſize of bread to be ſet from the middle price 
of wheat; which ſeems the more extraordinary, as it was ex- 
preſsly enjoined by the flatute of the 51ſt of Henry the third, 
u hich immediately preceded it: and the want of ſuch a reſtriction 
left the magiſtrates at liberty to ſet the aflize of bread from the 
higheſt price of wheat; and it has been publicly aſſerted, that 
they actually ſet the aſſize in that manner. 2 8 
| — with this defect in it, the Act continued in force 
ill the year 1757, which was in the 31ft year of the reign of 
King George the ſecond ; when (with other Acts, continuing or 
amending the ſame) it was repealed, and a new one made for the 
regulating the aflize of bread. The preamble of which doth not 
point out any particular faults in the aforeſaid Act f Queen 
Anne, but only obſerves in general, That it was expedient to 
reduce into one Act, the ſeveral laws then in force relating to the 
due making, and to the aſſize of bread; and to make ſome alter- 
ations and amendments therein,” And to the intent therefore, 
that from and after the agth of September, 1758, a plain and con- 
| Kant rule and method might be duly obſerved and kept, 2 
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enacted, that only two ſorts of bread ſhould be made for ſale, viz. 
 wheaten, and houſehoid, otherwiſe brown bread; and that the 

' houſehold ſhould always be ſold one-fourth leſs than the wheater. 
This will appear by conſulting the aſſize table in any one article” 

of the price of the buſhel of wheat and baking; by which it wil 

alſo be ſeen, that the r weight of bread required to be 
delivered to the public, by the bakers, from a buſhel of wheat, 
Wincheſter meaſure, by this Act, is 52 pounds 2 ounces," calcu- 
lating one half thereof to be wheaten and the other half houſe- 
hold. | „ SEE 5 
Por inſtance: When the PRO wheat and baking is ſeven 
ſhillings, one peck and a half of wheaten, and one peck and a 
balf 4 houſehold bread under this article, which together will 
weigh 52 pounds 2 ounces, will pay the baker the price of the 
buſhel of wheat, and the 18 pence per buſhel for the magiſtrates 
allowance (at London) for his labour, charges, livelihood, and 
profit, viz _ Oe ag WE OHA 4 UTE T Bt $, 


Yue eck loaf of wheaten bread 17 6 
One Ralf peck loaf of ditto 111 — 
5 One peck loaf of houſehold bread 17 6 
One half peck loaf of ditto 8 11 


7 


And the fame will appear, as far as fractions will allow, if the 

aſſized bread, under the ſaid article of wheat and baking, be ex- 

1 HN Ed 
5 8 a 5 | Ib. OZ. dr. . OZ. dr. 2 i 
One 18 penny loaf 9 12 |  _ | 
One 12 penny loaf 6 8 4 22 217, 

One 12 penny ditto 6 JVC 


HOUSEHOLD BREAD. 
n e tb. . dr. Ib. OZ. dr. 
| 30 611 


oe 


oc 7 Fs 


One 12 penny ditto 8 11 1 
One 12 penny ditto 8 11 1 
Pence 84 or ſeven ſhillings > 


53 310 


And the affize of bread under this Act is ordered to be ſet 
from the middle price of wheat, and the magiſtrates are em- 
powered, as they were under the 8th of Queen Anne, ſetting 
the aſſize, to add ſuch a ſum to the price of the buſhel of wheat 


* 
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as they ſhall deem ſufficient for the bakers charges, labour, pains, 
livelihood, and profit. 4 „% ͥœ »—!!! .. 
In the year 1768, it was contended, that this ſtatute of the 3 1ſt 
of George the ſecond was 1-ſs beneficial to the people than that 
of the 8th of Queen Anne, and a Committee of the honourable 
the Houſe of Commons were appointed to, enquire into the laws 
relating to the aſſize of bread ; but no alterations were made in 
them, in conſequence of the deliberations, of this Committee. 

The dearnefs of corn in the year, 1772, occaſioned his Majeſty, 
out of his paternal goodneſs and compaſſion, to ſignify to both 
Houſes of Parliament, that he was - perſuaded, their attention 
would not be wanting, as far as human wiſdom would admit, to 
alleviate the diſtreſſes of the poor; and that they could not gra- 
tify him more, than by calling upon him for his concurrence in 
whatever might contribute to the welfare and. happineſs of his 
people. - In conſequence of. which, a Committee of the honour- 
able the Houſe of * was again appointed, to examine into 


wheat from which it ſhould be made; and the faid bread was to 
be fold at one · eighth part leſs than the wheaten bread in the afore- 
ſaid Act of the 3 iſt of George the ſecond, or one-eighth more 
than the houſehold bread in that At. And the + weight of 
Kandard wheaten bread, winch is required to be delivered to 
the public from a buſhel of wheat, is fifty-twa pounds two ounces. 
Upon a review of the ſeveral Acts before-mentioned, the weight 
of bread which the bakers were by them reſpectively required to 
deliver to the public, from 'a buſhel of wheat, appears to be as 
follows, wiz. _ . r 


. mos. 


2 


. —— 


35 | Weight of bread, ; 


_Avoirdupoize, from a 


„ 


, 
4 1 


1188-77 34519 1 i : 4 1 | | 
Under what Act. 5 r buſhel] of wheat. . 


. — | 


IR I "ES: 


2 — 
. * 97 


8th Queen Anne — — 
31ſt George II. — 


13th of his preſen 


— 
— 


. 
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" > 
' 
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t Majeſty | 
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. © From whence it may be obſerved, that the bakers were not re- 
_ quired, by the Act of Henry the third, to deliver ſo much bread 
| ow a buſhel of wheat, as they have been obliged to do by the 
Acts that have been made ſince. Yet it is plain (as is * ap- 
prehended) that a buſhel of wheat, at the time of making the {aid 
Act of Henry the third, did produce more bread than fifty - two 
pounds two ounces, which is the quantity the ſubſequent Acts 
have required to be delivered to the public. And perhaps, the 
perſons who framed the Acts of the eighth of Queen Anne, and 
the thirty-firſt of George the ſecond, by not requiring more 
than fifty- two pounds two ounces of bread from a bulhel of wheat, 
might have ſome view to the two loaves for advantage, which 
| {together with the bran) the Act of the 5iſt of Henry the third 
expreſsly ſays they would gain upon every quarter of wheat, more 
than by the aſſize table they were obliged to deliver to the 
ublic. Se ü bars 1 | 
| 4 But whether this ſurmiſe be well founded or not, is not very 
material; for it is very certain, that the flour from a buſhel of 
wheat will, on an average, produce more bread than fifty-two 
pounds two ounces, It is not intended, however, to draw any 
inference from thence to the prejudice of the bakers. The laws 
have always confidered them as the ſole agents to the public for 
the nila of wheat into bread, and at. the ſame time 
taken all imaginable care that tkey ſhould not ſuffer, but, on the 
contrary, ſhould be at all times ſufficiently paid for working for 
the Community. For if wkeat be ever ſo dear, they are ſure to b 
| paid the market price of it, in the price of the bread. And 
that price they alſo receive the magiſtrates allowance, which not 
only includes a reimburſement of the charges of grinding and 
dreſſing the wheat into flour, but of all other charges of manu- 
facturing it into bread, and a conſideration likewiſe for their pains, 
labour, livelihood, and profit. ' And as the aflize of bread is liable 
t be altered, whenever the price riſes or falls three-pence in a 
buſhel; this circumſtance renders it needleſs for them to employ 
large capitals, and ſecures them from being injured from the 
fluctuation of markets, unleſs they will lay in large ftocks of wheat 
upon ſpeculation, which this variation of the aſſize is evidently 
calculated to prevent, and render anneceſſa xp. 
In order to render this matter the more plain, I have endea- 
voured, by the ſtate or account marked (a) in the Appendix, to 
ſhew how the caſe would ſtand with the Baker at London, if he 
were to buy his wheat, and bolt it into flour, and bake and ſell 
wheaten and houſehold bread, under the Ad of the thirty-firſt 
| George II. at the preſent aſſize of bread at London, which is ſet 
from wheat aud baking, at fix ſhillings and ſix- pence per buſhel. _ 
And, by another account, marked (b) in the Appendix, I 
endeavoured to ſhew the like with reſpect to ſtandard wheaten 
bread under the Act of the thirteenth of his preſent Majeſty. 2 
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And it is humbly apprehended. that it will appear from the 
ſaid accounts, that if the bakers were to catry on their bufineſs 


acc-rding to the tenor and deſign of the laws; that is, by pur. 


_ chafing of wheat and dreſſing it into flour, which was the method 
in many people's memory, they might furniſh the public with 


good and genuine bread, of the. EIN ſorts required: by the 
ſaid Acts, and be paid what the legifſ: 
ceive for their pains, labour, livelihood, and profit. 


But the millers (who, till within theſe late years, had no other 
part, from time immemorial, in the manufacturing of wheat into 

end, than the grinding of wheat into meal for the b:kers ) are now 
for the moſt part become purchaſers of wheat, and dreſſers of it 


into flour, for ſale, upon their own accounts; and, as they are not 
bound by. law, to dreſs flour of ſuch ſorts as are proper for mak- 
ing the reſpectiee kinds of bread required by the ſtatutes now in 
force, nor obliged to ſell the flour which they do dreſs, in pro- 
portion to the market price of wheat; the bakers, who are obliged 
to buy their flour of the mealman, cannot purchaſe the ſame ſo 
as to enable them to bake and fell any of the forts of brezd, re- 
quired to be made by the ſaid ſtatutes (except the wheaten bread 


under the thirty. firſt of George iI.) and to receive the Magiſ- 
trates allowance, over and above the prices which they muſt give 


for their flour. 


The account marked (e) in the Appendix, it is apprehended, 


will make this very clear, with reſpe& to the Act of the thiity- 
firſt of George II. And it is preiumed that the. account marked 


(d) in ditto, will do the ſame with regard to the ſtatute of the 


_ thirteenth of his preſ-nt Majeſty. - SR | 
Ard as the mealman's profit is a point which it greatly concerns 
the Community to form an idea of, the account marked (e) in 


the Appendix, calculated from the preſent market prices of flour, 


and average price of. wheat, according to the preſent aflize of 


bread, is humbly apprebended to be a very near eſtimate thereof. 


When the ſeveral pirtieulars before-mentioned are conſidered, 
1 is preſumed that the public can be no longer at a loſs to know, 


why ſo little houſehold bread was made und: r the Act of the thirty- 


firſt of George II. or why the expectations of the legiſlature he 


not been anſwered, with regard to a ſupply of ſtandard wheaten 


| - bread, under the Act of the thirteenth of his preſent Majolty. | 
For the millers, contrary to the ancient uſage and cuſtom of 


the realm, having ſteppedin between the growers of corn and the 


| bakers, and being under no reſtraint, by law, to ſell the fame at 


ſuch prices as to correſpond with the market price of wheat, the | 


profits ariſing to them in this buſineſs, miſt unnavoidably occa- 
ſion an increaſe of expence upon bread, which mult fall upon the 


community in one ſhape or other. And the way in which this en- 


croschment on the bakers' trade has hitherto operated, has been 
by depriving the people of the advantage of being furniſhed 


With 


ture d:figns they ſhould re- 
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| with the: proportion of houſehold bread intended by the legic- 
Hin | - | | 


And it will doubtleſs be a matter of great ſurpriſe to the gene- 


rality of the people, when they come to find whatan immenſe ſum 
this loſs has amounted to: for, if one fourth part of the pro- 
portion of houſehold bread ſhould be ſuppoſed to have been made, 
during the continuance of the AR of the thirty-firſt of George II. 


yet, under this ſuppoſition, the cities of London and Weſtminſter 


will be found, upon a moderate compatation, to have ſuffered 


(together) the annual loſs, upon an average of one hundred and 


| thirty-five thouſand pounds; and the people of the other parts of 
England and Wales, who are computed: to eat bread made of 
-one thouſand eight 


wheat, the yearly loſs of four hundred, t 
hundred and ſeventy-five pounds; fo that within the ſpace of fix» 
teen years, which is the time the ſaid Act has been in force, the 


injury which hath ariſen to the Community by its not being com- 
_ plied with, appears, by the ſtate marked (f) in the Appendix, 


to amount in the whole to __ millions nine hundred and ten 


pounds, And what makes it infinitely more to be regretted, is, that 


this enormous ſum has, for the moſt part, been forced out of the 
pockets of the working and induſtrious poor, by obliging them to 
purchaſe wheaten bread, through the want of houſehold or brown 
bread, having been made to ſupply them, as was intended by the 
legiſlature, _ 55 125 eee 
In order to prevent ſo capital an evil for the future, it is hum- 


bly apprehended, that if the bakers are to continue under the 


neceſſity of buying their rood{ from the mealmen, the latter 
ſhould be obliged by law to dreſs flour under the fame denomi- 


nations as the reſpective forts ef bread, directed to be made by 


a 


the ſtatutes now in force, and no other; and be alſo obliged to 
{ell the ſeveral forts of flour at certain fixed prices, to be governs 


ed by, and calculated from the market price of wheat, in order 
to enable the bakers that buy their flour, to make and ſell the 
_ reſpetive ſorts of bread, according to the prices ſet from wheat 


in the aſſize table. | 1 : 
It is likewiſe apprehended, that the law ſhould deſcribe what ſort 
of flour each ſort of bread ſhould be made of; and alſo in what 


manner each ſort of flour ſhould be dreſſed: by which means 
the public would know the quality of the bregd they ought to 


ave for their money, and be enabled to procure redreſs, if im- 


poſed upon therein, as they can do at preſent if defrauded in 


weight by the help of the aſſize table. 557 
To explain this more fully, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
the following are the ſorts of flour that have hitherto been ge- 


| nerally dreſſed from wheat, by the mealmen, wiz. 


- Houſeholds. 
Seconds. 
Thirds. Rb | 
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Which faid for's of flour are dreſſed through the differrnt form = 


of bolting cloths following, viz. _ | 3 
8 | tp 55 Dreſſed through. 
The Houſc holds —— a 21 thilling cloth. 


Seconds — an 18 dhilling cloth. 
Thirds — 2 16 ſh ing cloth. 
Middlingss — 2 13 ſhilling cloth. 


But as the Acts of Parliament now in force, require the under. 


mentioned ſorts oi bread to be made, viz, wheaten bread, ſtand. 


ard wheaten bread, ad houſehold, or brows bread ; it is humbly 

apprehended, that no flour ſhould be a lowed to be fold, but uns 

der the proper denominations for making thoſe ſorts of bread ; 
that is to ſay; OE Ry ; e 


ON" „ | For making. i | 
Beſt wheaten flour Wheaten bread,  _ 
Standard wheaten flour — Standard wheaten bread. 

. Houſehold flour Houſehold or brown bread, 

And that their reſpective quali ies and manner of drefling ſhould 

be aſceitained and deſcribed, as ſhall be found right by expe- 

riments: and that the nature and texture of the bolting eloths 
through waich it may be found proper, the ſaid ſorts of flour 


- ſhould be dreiſed, ſhould be part:cularly and clearly deſct.bed. 5 


And as many people have, of late, come into the method of 
. dreſling of flour through bolting machines made of wire, ialtead 
of cloths, it will be neceſſary alſo to aſcertain the different de- 


grees of -hneneſs the wirework of ſuch machines mult be of, to | J 


dreſs flour ot the denominations before mentioned, 
It is alto apprehended that all millers ſhould be 2 
ed to grind wheat for the bakers, when required, at the 
_ accuſtomed toll, or price, and likewiſe for all private perſons ; 
as it might, among other advantages, revive a cuſtom of the ut- 


moſt conſequence to the induſtriqus labouring people employed 


in agricultuie, who formerly uſed to be ſupplied with wheat from 
the farmers for whom they worked, which being ground at 
mill, they afterwards dreſſed into flour through fieves at home, 
and baked it into brad there; by which means it came to them 
at a much cheaper rate than buying it of the bakers, or by pur- 

| chafing flour of mealmen, or bakers, to bake into bread them- 
HEN. PELHAM. 


ſelves. | | 25 4 
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” 


(buying his Wheat) may make and ſell whcaten and houſchot 


An ACCOUNT, ſhewing on what Terms a Baker at fone 


Or 


or brew0n Bread, under the Act of the thirty-firſt George II. 
according to the preſent Aſſize of Bread ſet at London, from 
Wheat and Baking, at 6s. 6d. per Buſhel. WE | 
N. B. The awe, inmbary allowance at London to the baker, 
is 18d. on a | 
_ afſize of bread, from wheat and baking at 6s. 6d. per 
> buſhel, they muſt deem the average market price of 
wheat to be gs. per buſhel, or 40s. per quarter; on which 
Principle the account will ſtand as follows, wiz. | 


——_ 


* & 


The Baker — Dr. | Per Contra. — Cr. 


To 5 quarters of wheat | By 60 peck loaves; of 
at 40s. per quarter 10. © ©| wheaten bread, at | 
Tothe Magiſtrates allow- | 25s, 6d, each 7 10 © 
ance to the baker for By 60 peck loaves of 
grinding and dreſſinſ, bhaouſehold + bread,” at 
and all other charges, 1. 10d, each 5 10 © 
and for his pains, live- LES. 150 . 
hood, and profit, at 
18d. per buſhel, or 
128. per quarter of 


C ++ 4 


wheat 200 %%[ . 
413 $27 41300 


— ͥ —ͤ— — |} — — 


e The above 26s peck -loaves are all that the 


tirlt George II. from 5 quarters, or 40 buſhel of Wheat; and they 
pay him for his wheat, and the Magiſtrates allowance of 12 fhil- 


las requires the baker to deliver, under the AR of the thirty- 


lings per quarter for grinding and dreſſing, &c. and for his pains, 


livelihood, and profit. e $364, x | 
To this allowance of 12 ſhillings per quarter, muſt be added 
the 'value of the bran and pollard, which at this time 1s at leaſt 
38. 11d. per quarter. n IE 5 2 
- Belſides this, it muſt be obſerved, that 42 pounds of flour will 
make the whole quantity of bread require | 

public from a buſhel of wheat; ſo that whatever quantity of 


flour the wheat may yield above 42 pounds from à buſkel, the 


ſurplus muſt be confidered as an additional profit to the baker, as 
it enables him to make a proportionable quantity of bread from 


a buſhel of wheat, more than the law requires ef him. 


If only two pounds and a quarter of flour extraordinary were 


to be obtained. from a buſhel of wheat, the value thereof in bread 
alter 
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uſh.1 of wheat ; ſo that when they ſet the 


to be delivered to the | 


d this time, would be ſomething above 25. on a quarter of wheat, 
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after deduQing ſix-pence for e ye 


giſtrates allowance to the baker. 
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An ACCOUNT, ſhewing on what Terms a Baker at -ondon 


lbaying his wheat) may make and ſell Standard 


heaten 


read, under the Act of the Thirteenth of his prefent Majeſty, | 
_ accofding to the preſent Aſſize of Bread at London, ſet from 
"Wheat and Biking at 6s, 6d. per buſne l. 


baker, is 


18. eh + uſhel; To that when they ſet the afhze of 
bread, from wheat and baking at 65. 6d. per buſhel, they 
muſt deem the average marker price of wheat to be 58. 


N. B. The Magiſtrates allowance at London to'the 


per buſhel, or 408. per quarter; on 


which principle, the 


*: account will Rand as follows, via. 


To 5 quarters of wheat, 

at 408. per quarter 
Tothe Magiftratesallow-. 
ance to the baker for 

grinding, dreſſing, and 

all other charges, and 
for his pains, liveli- 

hood, and profit, at 18d. 
Per buſhel, or 125. per 
quarter of wheat — 3 


5 L13 00 5 


— 


By 120 peck. loaves 
10 0 0 


of ſtandard wheaten 
bread, at 28. 2d. each, 
being Eth leſs than the 
wheaten bread under 


the Act ef the ziſt 


Geo. II. according to 


89 | | PET 
4 the preſent aſſias 1309 
0 „ 
L1300 


Memorandum. The above 120 peck Joaves are-all that the baker is } 
required to deliver, under the Act of rhe 14th of his preſent Ma- 


jeſty; and wy phy 
| 2 of e 
his pains, livelihood. and 
2 


38. 11d. per quarter. 


him for his wheat, and the Magiſtrates al- 
ings pry quarter 
8 profit. 
| this allowance of 12 ſhillings 
the ralue of the bran and pollard, w 


for grinding and dreſſing, for 


2 quarter, muſt be added 
ich at this time is at leaſt | 


Beſides this, it is to be obſerved, that 42 pounds of flour will 
make the whole 3 of bread required to be delivered to the 


Public from à buſh 


el vf wheat; 


dee quan igt 


the wheat may yield above 42 pounds from a buſhe!, the ſur- 
plus muſt be conſidered as an additional pront to the baker, 


enabling him to make a proportionable quantity of bread from'a | 


buſhel of wheat, more than the law requires of him. „ 
And if only two pounds and a quarter of flour extraordin 
were to be obtained from a buſhel of wheat, the value thereof 


4 


in bread at this time would be ſomething above two ſhillings on 


a quarter of wheat, after deducting 6d. for every peck of bread 
for the magiſtrates allowance to the haker. 255 as Wes or 


— . 

whe + SEELD : 2 e 
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ate 


An Account, ſhewing on what Terms a Baker at. London (if he 


* " 


is ©bliged to purchaſe his Flour) can bake and fell Wheaten 
and Houſehold Bread, under the Act ef the Thirty-frſt of 


George II. at the preſent Market Prices of Flour, and Aſſize 
of Bread, ſet from Wheat and 
Six Pence per Buſhelz wiz. » 


— - 
—_— 


RED. A 


The Baker — £ Dr. Do Contra © | „ 73 Cp, - 
1 | a g To make 60 ae of wheaten bread, 
5 2 £- Fo d. 2 5 . | 4. FRF A 
To bo peck loaves of IBy 840lb. of houſeholds, or fineſt | 
wheaten bread, at flour, at 408. per fackk wm 6 o o 
25. 6d, each, a-. _| By the Baker's profit — 1 10 0 
cording to the h | | Boer gat 
above aſhze - 7 10 o 
; £-7 10 of 4. 7 10 o 
f | | To make 60 loaves of houſehold bread. : 
To 6o peck loaves of IR 240 of houſe- 53, 
houſehold bread,at 1 holds, at 40s. be 
15. 10d. each, ac- Peer ſacxk 1 14 37 
cording to the 215 of ſeconds, at 5 | 
above allize ' - 5 10 Of 376. per ſack x 8 44 5 0 3 
| | 96 of thirds, at | 
345. per ſack o 13 72 
28gof middlings, | 
T5: > Mr our 5. oF 
1 fack”-- 1 5 92. 
2 
840 
BB y the Baker's profit — 0 9 11 
* * | Les 10 5 ä | 4 · 5 10 0 
5 2 ———— ; —— 


N. B. In the prices of the above 120 loaves, are included the 
__ Magiſtrates allowance of twelve ſhillings per quarter on wheat, 


or ten ſhillings per ſack on flour. 


* 


Memorandum: 


Baking at Six Shillings and 
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. | 


It appears by the aforeg going account, that the 


baker can purchaſe flour at the preſent market price to make 
wheaten bread, and receive the price ſet thereon by the aſſize, 
beſides the magiſtrates allowance tor his charges, pains, liveli- 


hood and pot : 


f 


But that he cannot buy flour to enable him to make hauſehold 
bread, ſo as to receive one third even of the magiſtrates allow- 
ance, over and above the price he muſt give for the flour. 

N. B. 51. 0s. 22d. for 840 pounds of flour tor houſehold bread, 


is at the rate of 33 44 d. per ſack of 280 e 


0 1 =— 


| and d oe Buſhel. 


Fe $5 


An ACCOUNT, hewing on what Terms a Baker at Loudon 
(who is obliged to buy his Flour) can make- and ſell Standard 
Wheaten Bread, under the Act of the Thirteenth of his preſent 
Mejeſty, at che preſent Market Prices of Flour, and Aſſize of 

Bread, at London, ſet from Wen and Baking at Six . 


- The Bank yy, Per Cena - Crs 
„ 8. d. | f 5 Lo Ss d. 
T 0 120 Peck Loaves of - | By 1,680 Pounds, or 6 Sacks of } 
Standard Wheaten - 290 Pounds each, of Flour x 
Bread, at 2s, 2d. each, * (being the Proportion to make 
according to the above 120 Loaves of Bread at the & - 
Aſſizaee. 130 0 Rate of 14 Pounds of Flour F 
be to a Peck Loaf) of the ſeveral | 
. Sorts, Quantities, and Prices, 
deſcribed in the af regoing 
Account, marked (c); vi. >11 0 1+ 
Pounds. per Sack C. . d. 
Houſeholds, 1080atꝗgos. 7 13 34 
Seconds, 215 at 378. 1 544 
Thirds, 96 at 348. 0 11 7 
Middlings, 289 at 2 58. 1 5 9 | 
| Which being thrown together 
2 compoſe the Whole Flour of 
0 the Wheat, and amount to _ 
p ; By the Baker's Profit = x 19 104 
4 | L. 13 % - 4 | | £L-13 0 © 
| Memorandum. 120 Peck 1 of Bread are all Ka the 
Baker is required by Law to deliver from Five Quarters of Wheat, 
or 1,680 Pounds of Flour. But it is plain, from the aforegoing 
N that the Baker cannot buy 1,680 Pounds of 88 l 
0 2 TY | ue 
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- } Flour of the Wheat, or Standard Vheaten Flour, at the preſent 
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Market Prices, on ſuch Terms as to receive the Magiftrates 
Alles ance for Baking, over and above the Price he muſt give for 
the Flour ; For, inſtead of Y. he will ;eceiveouly £1, 199, 1040, 


A - 
1 4 FR Dy 2 1 
. 1 * ” 


* 
2 * 


— 


8 0 (e.) 
A COMPUTATION of the Mealman's Profit, at the preſent 
Market Prises of Flour at London, and the average Market 
Price of Wheat, according 10 the preſent Aſſize ol Bread. 
N. B. Tie magittraies allowance at London to the baker, is 
18. 6d. on a buſhel of wheat, and a: the preſent affize of 
bread is ſet from wheat and b. king at 6s. 6d. per bu bel, 
they muſt deem the average r ce of wheat to be 58. per 
bduſhel. or 405. per quarter; on which principle the account 
will ſtand as follows, viz. | WL. | 8 


2 


FAU 


6tr Px dy todo of houkholds; 
To five qnarters of 0; % © | ns 
wheat, at 40s. per . A2 1tꝛ- 40s. per ſack 7 14 31 
quarter — 10 © ofBy - 215 of ſeconds, alt 
To grinding and dreſſ. 3757. fer do.» 1 8 44 
ing the laid wheat, {By 96 of thirds, at | 
at 38. per quarter o 15 of - 345. per do. © 11 72 

To mealmay's profit x 4 8{By - 289 of middlings, ö 
5 Zz 1 3 92 


bs 6 1,680 8 
By the bran and pollard 


I from five quarters of 
{ wheat, at 3s. 11d. per 
| quarter wine * 0 197 


N. B. The above computation is made upon the ſuppoſition 
that the produce of flour is only 336 pounds from a quarter of 
wheat, of 42 pounds from a buſhel ; Which laſt quantity is tbe 
proportion to make three pecks of bread, which is all that the 
Acds of the 31ſt of George II. and the 13th of his prefent Ma- 
jeſty, require to be delivered from a buſhel of wheat. Put 
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But it mui be obſe vel, tat „heat in general will yield more 
thun 42 p und of flour from a buibel, and whatever che ſarpius 
may be, muſt be conſideted as an additional profit to the meal- 
man. . | Et oe | | 
And if only two pounds and a quarter of flour extraordinary 
| were to be obtained from a buſhel of whea!, the value thereof at 
this time would be two ſhillings and four-pence farthing upon a 
quarter of whane. > fe» a6; Og Fek 2e PA 


i 


„ 1 | 
A COMPUTATION of the Loſs, which hath ariſen to the 
Commupity, by the Proportion of houſehold Bread not hav- 
ing been made, that was intended by the Act of the 3 iſt of 
GONE Eon nr 7 TP 3 
By the ſaid Act, the flour from the wheat, is calculated to 
be made half into wheaten, and half into houſehold bread ; the 
latter to be ſold one fourth cheaper than the former. A 
The cities of London and Weſtminſter are computed to con- 
fiſt of 600,000 people; and every perſon is calculated to conſume 
one quarter of wheat in a year, in bread; fo that the yearly 
conſumption of wheat in the ſaid cities has been eſtimated at 
690,000 quarters. | 35 | & 2 
By the aſſize table in the ſaid Act, one buſhel of wheat is com- 
puted to produce three peck loaves of bread; conſequently a 
— of wheat is deemed to make twenty-four peck loaves of 
read, A: ET "a0 gs | {SG Fo. 
Therefore, 600,000 quarters of wheat ſhould produce 
7, 200, ooo peck loaves of wheaten, and 7, 200, ooo peck loaves 
of houſehold bread ; and, as the aſſize hath not been lower, unon 
an average, during the continuance of the ſaid Act, than 18. 11d, 
ſor the peck loaf wheaten, and 18. fd. for the peck loaf houſe» 
hold, the public, from 600,000 quarters of wheat, ought to have 
been ſupplied yearly with | e | 
£7 ; | | Ne 5 


Peck loaves, wheaten 7, 200, 00 at 1 11 each 690,000 
Peck loaves, houſehold 7,200,000 at 1 5 each 510,000 


14,400,000 C1. 200, 0 


It is, however, generally acknowledged, that the people have 
been ſupplied with but very little houſehold bread under chat 
Ad; but if it ſhould, for argument ſake, be ſuppoſed that one 
fourth po of the proportion thereof (viz, 1,800,000 peck 
loaves) hath been made yearly; yet, under this ſuppoſition, the 
inhabitants of the ſaid cities, by being obliged to purchaſe 
3740, oo peck loaves of wheaten bread, inſtead of being. fur- 


of 135,000]. as per the N vir. 
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"niſhed with the remaining three parts of 7,200,000 peck ! dikes | 
houſehold bread, will be found to have ſuffered an annual loſs 


9 : 


„ 


. — 


A COMPUTATION of the Expence of Bread for one Yer 
| for the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


Peck loaves. | OT. | „ | 
To 7,200,000 of: wheaten bread — at 1 11 690,000 
„ of ditto, purchaſed for r „% Ee 


To 5,492,000 3 of the due quantityof houſe- þ at ditto 517,500 
Z % oo 

BB of houſehold bread, ſup-7 —— 
15 1,800,000 d poſed to be made . ; A 


— — EG 


* . 5 e 8 5 £1,335,000 


The ſaid cities, from 600,000 quarters of wheat, ought 
to have been furniſhed with 7,200,000 peck loaves 
Wheaten, and with ditto number houſehold ; which 
at the above prices, would have come to ——— 1,200,000 


| Loſs to theſe cities, by nat being furniſhed with the due = EP 
rr 


—— — 


2 The reſt of the people of England and Wale, who are com- 
puted to uſe bread made of wheat, are calculated to be in number 
750,000 ; and ſuppoſing them to be circumſtanced like thoſe in 


FR, We and Weſtminſter, their loſs, by not being ſupplied with 
"houſehold bread, . ſtated in the ſame manner as . | 


or thoſe cities, 
myſt have amounted to £.843,750 per annum. Sn En 
But as ſome farmers, and other perſons in the country, may 
robably have their own wheat ground, and dreſs the flour at 
home, and bake their own bread, ſome abatement of courſe ovght 
to be made on that account : and, in order not to exaggerate 
matters, let it be ſuppoſed that half the ſaid 4,750,000 people 
buy their own wheat, and bake their own bread; which will te- 
duce the loſs from £.843,750 to the yearly ſum of £.421,875 3 
and in ſuch caſe the total computed loſs to the community, by 
not being ſupplied with houſehold bread, according to the inten- 
tion of the aforeſaid AR of the thirty-firſt George II. will ſtand 
as follows, viz, e ee 
98 1 ; | Lo 
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5 Lok to the cities of 338 and Weſtminſter, | for 16 


years at {.135,000 per annmm — . 2,160,000 
Loſs to the people of the other parts of Englond and 
. for 16 9 at 45 421,875 per aunum 6,750,000 
Total L. 8,910,000 
7 1 
EXPERIMENTS made why Fa arrer, Eſq. Tin Stone, 
; EX, 


; Three ann bd which, according to the preſent method 
of dreſſing for wheaten bread » produce 60 5 loaves. 
75 1773 3. S 1 | 
«Nt . 3 Qrs. wheat colt 555. per quarter 8 5 
Cuarges to the mill, 18. per quarter 3 o- 


„ and ä 38 per quarter © 9 
£- 8 17 


-C. ars. wb. 
- The above 3 e « produced 19 1 8 flour. 

„ 1 14 bran-; 
By grinding and dreſſing | © 1.20 waſte, - 


| Weight of the wheat is Fs 3 0 14 
We, at 6 2 150 a —— 


Now the . 10 . Iqr. glb. houſehold } - 5 * 4 


flour at 14 pounds to the peck loaf, render 


So that in three quarters of wheat there is gained, in aid of the 


conſumption of _ 22 peck loaves and eight 3 


2 Three e of TRY which, 3 to 30 1 method 


of drefling, for wheaten a bread, render 60 peck loaves. 
1772, | l 2 Fo 


30th March. 8 rs. wheat coſt 5058. per quarter — 710 
RE __ to the mas DN and grinding 2 ">; 


"£827 
— — 


. 


"þ 
F + 
1 
{ 
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The above wheat produced 9 3 ro flour. | 
5 F 2 1 14 bran. 
8 o 1 20 waſte, 


ws ds en 28 IEG - 


being at 59 pounds per buſhel. 
fk eck 
J 
Now the above 9 C. 3 qrs. rolb. houſe ö 
flour, at 14 pounds to the peck loaf, render 49 10 pounds, 
So that in three quarters of wheat, at 59 pounds per buſhe), 


| there is gained, in aid of the conſumption of bread, 18 peck 


Queen Anne's Wheaten bread, produced at the honourable 
Houle of Commons, by Thomas Farrar, 15th November, 1772. 
Made from two buſhels of meal, weighing 112 pounds; 


which produced, | 
ä ONE > = — gg pounds. 
Bran — — 21 pounds. 
| Waſte. — — 2 pounds. 
. —— 2 
| Peck 
Loaves. 


The 112 pounds, Queen Anne's wheaten . 
bread, e 14 * the peck | #::.5 2 2 | 
According to the preſent mode of dreſſing the wheaten bread, 
they would render no more than five peck loaves: „ 
So that there is gained, in aid of the conſumption of bread, in 
two buſhels Queen Anne's wheaten flour, which is the true houſe- 


x 


hold flour, one peck loaf five pounds. 


NARRATIVE of Proceedings "and Experiments by Sir _ 


85 George Young, Baronet. ws: 

IN Purſuance of the Act of Parliament, paſſed the laſt ſeſſion, | 
empowering Juſtices of the Peace, and other proper Magiſtrates, 
to prohibit, for a limited time, any bread to be made of a finer | 
juality than that which was, in the Act, called Standard Wheaten ; 
the Juſtices of the Peace for the county of Devon, and the Magi- 
ſtrates of the county of the city of Exeter, Telolved to iſſue a re” 

hibition in purſuance of the ſaid Act; and, at the laſt Michael- 

6233 N | . . mas 
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was quarter ſeſſions, gave the neceſſary, orders accordingly ; which 
orders have been carried into execution, and enforced from time 
to time, ever ſince, Es | | 
The extenſive county of Devon, though. univerſally a corn 
country, and for the moſt part of it well cultivated, being entirely 
an encloſed country, except in the neighbourhood of the foreſts 
or mountains of Ex-Moor and Dartmoor, is notwithſtanding, ill 
ſup lied with flour; the number of mealmen, flour men, and flour 
* being but few, for particular reaſons; ſo that a great part 
of the corn grown within the county is exported to the counties 
from whence they are ſupplied with flour; chiefly Hampſhire and 
the Iſle of Wight. The forts of flour ſupplied from thence at the 
time Mag iſtrates iſſuing the above orders of ſeſlions, were what is 
called, firſts, ſeconds, and thirds, with ſome middlings. Upon 
iſſuing thoſe orders, the bakers and others, throughout the county, 
directed their correſpondents to ſend them only the flour proper 
for making the ſtandard wheaten bread, except ſuch flour as was 
ſtill, wanted for penny and two-peony loaves, which were ſtill al- 
lowed: theſe directions were complied with, and in conſequence 
of them, the flour ſent was of the tort called firſts, and what was 
called by the name of Parliament flour, which turns ont to be a 
ſort nearly correſponding to ſec,nds,- though ſomething inferior, 
but much. ſuperior to thirds, 7571 | N 
Thus the county was ſupplicd with proper flour, in obedience 
to the d1der of ſeſſions. Another conſequence ſoon followed: 
The millers and flour men within the county changed their bolt - 
ing cloths. At the time of making the order the bolting cloths 
at the ſeveral flour mills, were chiefly of the ſoris wuich were ſold. 
at Exeter for 168. 188. 208. 218. 228. and as far as 245. the general 
run was about 218. Immediately upon the orders being iſſued, 
_ theſe cloths were changed for 148. cloths, which were found to be 
the cloths that would the neareſt give the flour which ſhould 
weigh three-fourths of the buſhel of wheat without any mixture, 
or other divifion: :. the other cloths were laid afide, and have con- 
tinued ſo ever ſince. The cloths thus adopted, inſtead of the for- 
mer, were likewiſe found to contain by the warp and woof about 
30 threads by 32 in an inch ſquare. With theſe cloths, the 
millers and flourmen, in general, dreſſed the flour ready for the 
uſe of the bakers, in compliance with the order of ſeſſion; but in 
ſome parts it was not regarded. 37VVVVVVV 26 1 4 
At Chriftmas 1773, the Magiſtrates of the county of Devon, 
and of the county of the city of Exeter, renewed their former 
order; at which time the following experiment was made at 
Eſcatt, in preſence. 05, three Juſtices of the Peace, a miller, Who 
kept a flour mill, a baker, and a farmer; and it was intended to 
try what ſort of bread would be made, in purſuance of the At of | 
Parliament, and what quantity of flour might be produced from 8 
5 Pw of wheat, d 64 in a proper cloth purſuant to the order of 
non; Io ns; 5 5 „ | 
| 5 e A buſhel 
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A buſhel of wheat was taken from ſome ' tithe corn grown in 
the neighbourhood,” and collected in kind; which, being the 
mixed produce of ſeveral ſorts of land, was choſen as the fair teſt 


of the produce of the crop: the buſhel of corn, being eight gal- 
Tons, weighed 59 pounds 8 ounces (troy). After being weighed, 
it was ſent to the mill to be ground; and, in order to have the. 
full weight, the miller was paid in money for his toll. N. B. The 


uſual price for grinding a buſhel of wheat there, was 4d. ; but, in 
order to encourage the miller to do jultice, he had 6d. given him. 


The corn thus ground, was returned back with little or no waſte, 


that could be perceived, at leaſt none to any amount: it was then 


dreſſed through a fourteen ſhilling cloth or ſieve; and the pro- 
duce in flour, excluſive of the coarſe pollard and bran, was ex- 
aQlv 44 Pee 10 ounces, being three-fourths of the weight of 


the buſhel of wheat, or very near it. 8 ky | 
This 44 pounds 10 ounces of flour was then made up into 


_ dough, mixed with it water, ſalt, and yeſt ; and the dough was 
| baked into four loaves, as nearly equal in weight as poſſible ; and 
the whole flour, thus being made into dough, being ſuffered to 
ferment, and riſe, by the ingredients mixed with it, was found 
to weigh, before baking, nearly 70 pounds; after baking, the 


dough, thus formed into bread, was decreaſed in its weight again, 
ſo that the four loaves of bread weighed exactly the ſame weight 
as the whole buſhel of corn before ic was ground. 

N. B. In making the dough, a quart of good yeſt was uſed, and 
a proper quantity of ſalt and water. It is likewiſe obſervable, that 


the better the quality of the corn or flour, the more water muſt be 


uſed to make the dough. | . Rags 
The bread produced by as mere, was an exceeding good, 


white, pleaſant, and nutritious bread : and what is remarkable, 


kept longer and better than the common fort of bread bought of 


the baker. | 


After this, the coarſe flour and pollard, or bran, weighing 14 | 


pounds 10 ounces, was, out of curisſity, dreſſed again, and re- 


duced to ſomething more than nine ponnds, leaving nothing 


but the plain bran: this coarſe flour being likewiſe made into 
dough, and baked, produced a loaf of bread, weighing about 13 
pounds eight ounces ;- and the bread produced by this experiment 


was a very good brown bread, though coarſe. - 9. | 
N. B. The miller ſaid, that the bran which remained, was worth | 


about 4d. at the country market. 


.* 


From theſe experiments it certainly appeared, that the ſtandard 
| wheaten bread, made of flour, dreſſed through a 14 ſhilling cloth, 


is an excceding good, wholeſome and nutritious bread 3 much 


ſuperior to what is commonly uſed by the poorer claſſes of 


ople in moſt towns and cities, and even than in the city 


ndon, and far beyond what is uſed by the poor people in the | 


a« a dA. PTL" +a 


bread: 
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It likewiſe appeared, that the ſtandard wheaten bread cannot be 
aſcertained, without the concurrence of the miller and flourman, 
as well as the baker. 2 | : | | 
It likewiſe appeared, and was proved, by the experience of the 
gentlemen preſent, and confeſſed by the miller who attended the 
experiments, that a greater proportion of the real produce of a 
| buſhel of corn was rendered applicable to the purpoſe of food, 
than any other way; and the miller, in particular, ſaid, that he 
had not had occaſion to buy ſo much corn, by one half, fince the 
order of ſeſſion, which had then continued from Michaelmas to 
Chiiſtmas, to ſupply the ſame number of cuitomers, as he did 
ber 7-5 "904 | ; N 
It likewiſe appeared, that the baker, or even any poor perſon, 
might, by the aſſiſtance of a ſieve made of a 14 ſh lling cloth, 
obtain a flour fit to make the ſtandard wheaten bread, if they could 
but oblige, or prevail on the miller to grind the corn; there being 
no difficulty in the proceſs. Indeed it Iikewiſe appeared, upon 
enquiry, that the generality of the poorer ſort of people, in that 
part of the kingdom, did, when they could, get their corn ground 
at the griſt mills, and then dreſſed the whole through a cloth, or 
| ſieve, which did not divide, or ſeperate, above eight pounds of 
_ coarſe pollard and bran from the buſhel, and thus made a good 
brown bread; and if the ule of hand-mills were eſtabliſned, this 
would be more practiſed in the country. . LENT 
It likewiſe appeared, that any given quantity of flour did, in 
general, 2 one-fourth of its weight upon being made into 


will bake into exactly the weight of the whole buſhel; and flour 
which weighs little more than half the buſhel of corn, will make 
into bread which will weigh three-fourths of the bathel : ſap- 


| poſing, therefore, the buſhel of corn to weigh, as it may fairly be 


ſtated to do, about ſixty pounds, forty-five pounds weight of flour 


will make juſt ſixty pounds weight of bread ; and about thirty- 


four pounds weight of flour will mike juſt forty-five pounds weight 
of bread ; and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity, 
| ſuppoſing the bread to be made of ſtandard flour, that is, of Jour 
being the whole produce of the corn. Thus too it appears, that 
if a buſhel of corn weighs fixty pounds, and the price is _ 
millings per quarter, that is exactly one penny per p6und ; and, 
if ſtandard wheaten bread were then fold fer one penny per pound, 
| likewiſe, forty-five pounds weight of flour, made into bread, would 
exactly produce the value of the buſhel, or quarter of corn, with a 
very conſiderable profit to the miller and baker. | aa 
Upon the whole, the proceedings of the county of Devon and 
city of Exeter, followed fince by other counties, prove clearly, 
that in times of ſcarcity, or dearneſs of corn, it may be —_— 
proper for the Magiſtrates to enforce the uſe of the ſtandard 
| Wheaten bread; and that they ſhould be required in fuch cafes, 
do enforce it: but this cannot be enforced, without putting the 


that flour weighing three fourths of a buſhel of corn, 
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to prefer old flour to new in the making of bread. 


miller, mealman, and flourman, under proper regulations ; who, 
for want of it, have ſtood between the bounty of heaven and the 
poor conſumer ; nor 1s there the leaſt doubt, but the loſs of the 


| Pope, thereby, in food and treaſure, has been exceedingly great. 


he experiments as above related, and likewiſe to ſhew, that thy 


flour may be aſcertained, tend the bread made with very great 


eaſe and advantage to private families, and with very ſufficient 


profit and encouragement both to miller and baker ; but that it 
is unjuſt to the baker, to leave him, as he is at preſent, at the 


mercy of the miller, by a partial regulation; and that the pro- 
viſions of the late Act of Parliament cannot completely benefit 


the conſumer, without extending them to the miller, mealman, 
aad flourman, as well as to the baker. _ 5 5 


y > i 4 


1. ; 


7 


EXPERIMENTS and OnsExvATIoONs on Flour and Bread, 


 _  delivercd to the Committee by Dr. Irving. 
TO grind wheat into flour with the greateſt advantage, the 


mill-ſtone ſhould make about ſixty revolutions in; a minute: if 


faſter, the ſtones acquire too much heat, and give a burnt taſte to 
the meal: if flower, a part of it adheres firmly to the bran or 
huſk, and cannot be ſeparated in the bolting. - ks 5 


Flour, when kept ſome time, evaporates a part of its moiſture, 
becomes leſs adheſive and clammy, looſes ſomewhat of its agree - 
able taſte, and imbibes a greater portion of water in the making 
of it into dough : the bread of it appears ſmoother in the cutting, 
whiter in the grain, dries ſooner, and becomes more crumbly, 
than the bread of new flour. Theſe reaſons induce the baker 

The yeſt of porter does not raiſe bread. ſo perfectly as that 

roduced from ſmall beer; beſides, it is very bitter to the taſte : 
the baker, therefore, in London, inſtead of uſing a ſufficient quan- 


| tity of yeſt from the leavening of his bread, mixes only a {mall 
portion of it with flour and water, made to the conſiſtence of a 


Jyrup, called Spunge ; which, when fermented, is added to the 
flour ; and being worked up together into-dough, the whole maſs 
is ſuffered to ferment. 5 5 

This method. however, of leavening the dough, is by no means 


ſo good as that ia which yeaſt only is uſed; as it gives the bread 


a ſour taſte, frequently perceptible in that of London. I find by 
experiment, three pounds and half of flour kept a year in a dry 
place, requires two pounds of water to make it into dough, 
and looſes in the baking into bread ten ounces; but from the 


yoariable age, dryneſs, and quality of the flour, with the indeter- 
minate degrees of kneading and baking, it is impoſſible 1 0 


93 
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- pin the exact propertion of water in all eaſes; nor is In an 
- Ne proportion ever obſerved by the bakers. | 
Flour made from heated or damaged corn does not thorough] 


mix with water, ſo as to form a perfect dough, unleſs a ſmall Pore 
tion of alum be added. In this caſe the baker is induced to ule 
it; as he may be likewiſe when the water with which he makes 
5 the dough is very muddy; alum having the property of purifying _ 
it,. I find, however, by the experimen: of diſſolving he ſalt from 


bread and water, and adding to the ſolution an alcali (which 


would diſcover the earth of alum by precipitation) that the ba- 
kers in London very ſeldom uſe alum ; but ſubſtitute hard pump, 


water, with an extraordinary quantity of common fait ; wh 
iu ſome meaſure, anſwer taeir purpoſe, in the working of da- 
maged flour. 

Flour or bread, Gd of its Cale, being burnt in a crucible, 
leaves behind only a very ſmall portion of earth; but if chalk, 


I bone, aſh or any calcareous” ſubſtance, be mixed with 
' either, theſe foreign ingredients will remain unconſumed in the 
_ crucible, and the quant ity may be perfectly aſcertained. 


The mixture of theſe ingredients with flour or bread may alſo 


be diſcovered, by adding ſpirit of ſalt well dilated with water; 
and their quantity known by precipitation with a fixt alcali. The _ 


following ö were made * a view of aſcertaining 
theſe 8 N j 


| EXPERIMENT 


/ 


One pound of fine flour burnt in a 3 left behind twen'y- | 
eight grains of earth; of which nineteen were e matter; the 


remainder ſoluble i in an acid. 
EXPERIMENT 2d. | 
- Ol pound of bread of a quartern loaf, freed of its ſalt by water, 


and treated in the ſame manner, gave forty-three grains; of which 


 fwenty-aige were ſandy matter, the reſt ſoluble 58 an acid. 


EXPERIMENT „ 
05 ooh of bread added to ſpirit of ſalt, ſullcionthy a bed 


with diſtilled water, gave ſcarce any precipitation of earth, by ad- 


ding a fixed alcali. 

From theſe and other chemical trials, ſeveral times repeated, with 
flour and bread procured in many parts of London and Weſtmin- 
iter, the reſult was nearly the ſame ; except the coarſe flour and 


| bread contained a few grains more of earthly matter. It evidently 
appears, therefore, that no frauds were practiſed i in the above | 


_ ſamples. 


The deſects of the London bread. ſeem to be ning to the fol- 
TA That 


lowing cauſes : 
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_ 1ſt, The uſe of old flour in preference to new, which gives the 
bread a leſs ſavoury taſte. 5 | 
d. The employing ſpunge inſtead of yeaſt ; which generally 
gives a ſour, unpalatable taſte to the * „ 8 
gd. Not kneading it lufficiently, but, in place of that labour, 
uſing too great quantity of water, which makes the bread heavy 
and unpleaſant, _ 15 ah 
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The COMMITTEE appointed to examine the ſeveral Laws 
no in being relative to the Aſſize of Bread. 


JE Committee appointed to examine the ſeveral laws now 

in being relative to the aſſize of bread, and to report the 
ſame, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Houle, bave, 

in obedience to the orders of this Houſe, examined all the laws 
reſpecting the aſſize of bread. 


They have alſo (as far as the Journals of the Houſe could af- — 
ſord them information) examined the proceedings of this Houſe 1 
on this ſubject. 18 | 163 
Vour Committee have examined ſeveral evidences, from the 1 


ſeveral branches of this buſineſs; wiz. the corn factor, the meal - 
man, and the baker. And, | | | | 
_ Your Committee do find, that from time immemorial, and in 


all times, to the thirty-firit year of the retgn of George the td 
Second, there was in all aſſize tables, made under the law, a = 
wWheaten bread made of flour the whole produce of the wheat, _—_ 
the ſaid flour weighing, at an average, three fourths of the weight 4 
of the wheat whereof it was made. | 4-4 
Your Committee are informed, and do find, That ſuch flour 4 
doth contain the whole nutrition or ſuſtenance of the wheat ; and 4 


| hat ſuch is the, beſtmedium ſtandard, and the moſt proper, which 
ann be introduced, for bread in common uſe. | 


That, in the thirty-firſt year of the reign of George the Second = 

_ an Act paſſed, intituled, An Act for the due making of bread, {44 
and to regulate the price and affize thereof, and to puniſh 7 
„ perſons who ſhall adulterate meal, flour, or bread ; wherein, = 


amongſt other matters, it is directed, that, where an aflize ſhall 

be ſet, no other ſort or ſorts of bread except the wheaten. and 
houſehold, as ſet in the tables annexed to the ſaid AR, ſhauld be 
made or ſold, vader a penalty expreſſed in the faid Act. Which 2 
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Which ſorts of bread, although there be no ſpecific deſeription 
of them in the ſaid Act, nor any ſuch deſcription to be collected 
from the ſaid tables, are hokden forth to us to be made by a divi- 
lion of the flour, (repreſenting the whole wheat) into two parts; 
the wheaten bread intended by that Act being ſuppoſed to be 
made of the finer half, and the houſehold bread to be made of the 
coarſer half. wake, | | | 5 
That the wheaten bread made of the flour (repreſenting the 
whole of the wheat) which had from time immemorial been ſet 
and ſtood in all afſize tables heretofore made, and was the baſis 
and {ſtandard of all, was by this laſt mentioned Act excluded and 


prohibited from being made and ſold. oth; Og TE 
Four Committee do find that this Act has never been, from the 
time of paſſing the ſame, nor is at this day, in actual opera jon, 
according to the true intent ard meaning thereof: that the flou? 
is not in fact ſo divided, nor the bread to made as is deſcribed: 
that very little houſehold bread whatfoever is made t, that no 
houſehold bread, ſuch as is ſuppoſed and was intended by the 
Act, is made: that the wheaten bread which is made and fold, is 
not the wheaten bread intended by that Act. 
That in conſequence of the old ſtandard wheaten cn 
excluded, while the law, directing other ſorts to be made, 1s found 
not to operate in practice, great confuſions and many incon- 
veniences have ariſen, and do exiſt; aud amongſt, others, the 
market hath been prevented from being ; ſupplied, in times of 
ſcarcity, with a bread made of ſuch flour as the law permitted ts 
be imported for that purpoſe. „ BY | 
That your Committee, © conſidering , theſe. conſequences and 
effects of the quitting the old medium ſtandard wheaten bread 
made as above deſcribed, do find, that if that ſtandard bread made 
of flour, which is the whole produce of the wheat, the ſaid flour 
weighing, on an average, three fourths of the weight of the 
wheat whereof it is made, was again introduced under certain 
regulations and reſtrictions, it would tend to prevent the ſaid con- 
fuſions, and to remedy the ſaid inconveniences : and your Com- 
mittee find, that the columns calculated for the wheaten bread, in 
the now repealed aſſize tables of the Act of the 8th of Ann, 
would be the proper aſſize for the ſaid bread; and will have this 
further benefit and advantage, that when wheat (the baker's. al- 
lowance included) is at ſeven ſhillings the buſhel, the wheaten 
twelve-penny loaf of this ſtandard bread would contain 7 lb. 


'70z. 3 dr. of bread, whereas the twelve- penny wheaten loaf, ac- | 


cording to the aſſize of George the Second, doth contain only 
6 lb. gz. 4 dr. and ſo in the like proportion, 
__ Although, your Committee may apprehend that, within the x 
cities of London and Weſtminſter, and within the markets de- 
pendant upon, and connected with the ſame, ſome inconveniences 
might ariſe, if the magiſtrate, whenever he ſhould direct this 
ſtandard wheaten bread to be made, and to ſet an aſſize _ 
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| ould for the preſent be permitted to prohibit the wheateti now in 

uſe from being made and ſold, or omit to ſet an-aflize thereon : 
yet they do not find, that, when and where, in any other parts of 
the kingdom, the magiſtrate ſhall ſet an affize upon, and direct 
this ſtandard bread to be made, any inconvenience could ariſe, if 
there was no aſſize ſet for any bread of a finer ſoit, nor any ſuch 
permitted to be made without a licence. On the other hard, 
they find that, in order not to enhance the price of bread upon 
any perſons who are uſed, or ſhould be willing to be ſupplied with 
bread of an infer or and cheaper fort than the faid ſtandard bread, 
the bakers ſhall be at liberty to hake and ſell the faid inferior fort, 

of bread, provided they be reſtrained by ſevere penalties from 
ſelling, at the price of ſtandard bread, any bread which ſhall not 
come up to the full ſtandard in its compoſition, | Me 
Upon the whole, your Committee came to the following reſo- 

ey rr ner OR CARO 


my Reſolved, 


* 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, that if the Magiſ- 
trates were by law permitted (when and where they ſhall think 
nit to ſet an aſſize on bread) to introduce again, under certain 

regulations and reſtrictions, the old flandard bread made of flour, 
which is the whole produce of the wheat, the ſaid flour weighing, 
on an average, three fourths of the weight of the wheat whereof 
it is made, it 7 uld tend to prevent many inconveniences which 


haye ariſen in 


1 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the columns cal- 
culated for the wheaten bread, in the now repealed tables of the 
Act of the $:th of Queen Anne, intituled, An Act to regulate 
« the Price and, Aſhze of Bread,” would be the proper aſſize for 
ſaid Randard wheaten bread : and that the twelve-penny loaf of 
tis ſtandard wheaten bread, containing the whole flour of the 
wheat (the ſaid flour weighing, on an average, three fourths of the 
weight of the ſaid wheat) would, upon a medium, contain one 
pound of hread in eight more than the twelve-penny loaf of the 
| preſent wheaten bread made under the Act of the 31ſt of George 
the Second. OTE CO i tn,” 


e aſſize and making of þread for fale. 
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1 I 


The SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into 
Conſideration the preſent high Price of Corn, and to col- 
lect Evidence relative thereto, and to repore the ſame, 
from time to time, as it ſhall appear to them, to the Houſe, 
with their Obſervations thereupon 3” 


 TRROCEEDED, in the fiſt inſtance, to conſider ſuch infor- 
1 mation as had been already collected concerning the ſame. 
They examined, for this purpoſe, the minutes of the evidence 
taken before the Lords of bis Majeſty's Privy Council, upon this 
ſubject. They received from Sir John Sinclair, one of the Mem- 
bers of the Committee, the ſubſtance of ſuch accounts of the 
Nate of the late crop of grain, as the:correſpondenee of the Board 
of Agriculture had enabled them, at the preſent period, to col- 
lect. They had further the opportunity of receiving from many 
of their members a ſtatement of facts within their own knowledge, 
or communicated by reſpectable authorities from their different 
counties. 8 , % 8 | «. 0 EN” X | 5 
They have received alſo from his Majeſty's Principal Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, ſuch returns as had been 
hitherto made to the circular letter written by him, by bis 
Majeſty's command, to the Cu/todes Rotulorum and Sheriffs 
Depute in England and Scotland, deſiring them to obtain meet- 
ings of the Magiſtrates for the purpoſe b procuring an account 
of the ſtate of the late crop: but theſe returns are not as yet ſuf- 
ficiently numerous or complete to lead to any preciſe concluſion. 
On the whole, however, the general information derived from 
the ſources above-mentioned ſatisfied your Committee, that the 
crop of other ſrts of grain than wheat has been upon the whole 
abundant ; but that the produce' of wheat has proved ſo far de- 
ficient, - as to require the adoption of the ſpeedieſt and moſt ef- 
fectual meaſures for the remedy or alleviation of ſo great an evil. 
They were therefore of opinion, that they ſhoald beſt 1 
1 ECC PT og del 


| their duty by directing their immediate attention to the eonſidera- 


tion of ſuch meaſures; and have, on that account, deferred for 


the preſent purſuing a detailed enquiry into the exact amount of 
ſuch deficiency ; but they propoſe to report the fame more parti- 
cularly to the Houſe, when they ſhall have received ſach further 
information as may enable them to collect more fully the general 
opini n, upon a point which they are ſenſible it is impoſſible at 
any time to aſcertain with any great degree of accuracy, 6 

| "The firſt and moſt obvious mode of ſupplying this deficiency 
is, the importation of grain from foreign parts---and for the pur- 
poſe of forming an opinion as to what may be the proſpect of 
ſupply from thence, and the moſt expedient means to be adopted 
for precuring it, your Commitree proceeded to examine ſuch per- 
| ſons, from whoſe knowledge and experience in the trade of corn 
they could expect the beſt infermation. It appeared from their 
- concurrent teſtimony, that, though the crop of wheat in the 
United States of America, and in the countries bordering upon 
the Mediterrangan, was repreſented as abundant; and in the 
northern and eaſtern parts of Europe as not materially deficient ; 
yet, as' the old ftock was much exhauſted, and the demand 


great, —_ according to the laſt advices, was every where 


uncomm y high. But, though there was upon this point ſome 


difference of opinion, it appeared u the whol- very doubtful 


whether a ſupply to any conſiderable extent could be depended 
upon from foreign parts, whatever meaſures might be adopted. 


Your Committee next proceeded to enquire what meaſures, in the 


judgment of theſe perſons, afforded the beſt probability of ob- 
_ taining ſuch a ſupply. They thought it right to bring diſtinctly 
under their conſideration the alternative of leaving the whole care 
ol ſuch purchaſes to the executive government, who would (it was 
conceived) be in fuch caſe the only purchaſers, and be publickly 
known to be ſo, or of leaving the ſame to the ſpeculation of in - 


dividual merchants, encouraged by a liberal bounty or importa- / 


tion, and by a public declaration on the part of government (as 
ſoon as ſach declaration ſhall be prafticabl-) of the quantity 
which they may then have at their diſpoſal in confequence of for- 
mer orders, and of their intention to give no further orders for 
the purchaſe of corn; and to feil what may have been procured 
in limited quantities, and at the market price. It appeared to 
your Committee to be the preponderant opinion amongſt thoſe 


perſons to whom this alternative was ſtated, that, upon the whole, 
the reſtoration of the trade in corn to its natural channel, with 


the additional encouragement of a bounty, was the mot eligible 
mode of endeavouring to procure from? oreign parts fuch ſup- 
Plies as thoſe markets might be found able to furniſh: Your 


committee were further confirmed in this opinion by the infor- 
mation they received from ſome of their members, that there were 


merchants who had ſtated to them their readineſs, under thoſe 
eircumſtances, to engage in ſpeculations to a large extents Af 
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ter a full conſideration and diſcuſſion. of this important point, 
your Committee were of opinion, That it was expedient for 


the executive government to deſiſt from making any further pur- 
chaſes of corn; and that a bounty ſhould be granted upon the 
_ -importation of certain ſorts of grain into this country, for the 
_ encouragement of private ſpeculation.” N 8 


Vour Committee next proceeded to the conſideration of the 
amount and diſtribution of ſuch bounty. They had been in form- 
ed that, from the abundance of the crop of wheat in the countries 
-bordering upon the Mediterranean, there might be a conſider- 


able diſpoſal ſurplus in thoſe markets; but that, from the high 
price ct freight and inſufance from thoſe ports, and from the 
difficulty of procuring ſhipping to go thither in ballaſt, a larger 
bounty would be required to encourage private ſpeculation in that 


quarter than in any other; they were therefore of opinion, that a 
bounty of twenty ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty 
per barrel, ſhould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, 


weighing not leſs than 44ol1b. avoirdupois, or on any number of 
barrels of flour, weighing not leſs than 196lb. avoirdupois, which 


ſhall be imported into Great Britain, from any port of Europe 


ſouth of Cape Finiſterre, or from any port in the Mediterrancan, 


or in Africay before the 31ſt day of Auguſt, 1796, until the | 
quantity of ſuch wheat and Your, taken together, ſhall equal 

$00,000 quarters. PF oo 
if They were further ſatisfied, wport the beſt information they 
could collect, that from the other parts of Europe, and from 

America, a bounty of 158. per quarter upon a certain quantity of 
wheat, and of 108. per quarter upon all exceeding it, would bs 


_ + ſufficient to give a fair chance of procuring for the Britiſh mar- 
kets a large e of whatever ſupply thoſe countries might 


be expected to furniſh beyond their own conſumption : and they 
were therefore of opinion, that a bounty of fifteen ſhillings per 
quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, ſhould be given on 
any number of quarters of wheat, weighing not leſs than 196 lb. 
avoirdupois, which ſhall be imported from all other parts of Eu- 
rope, before the 3 1ſt day of Auguſt, 1796, until the quantity of 
ſuch wheat and flour, taken together, ſhall equal 500, ooo quar- 
ters. Your Committee were alſo of opinion, that a bounty of 
fifteen ſhillivgs per quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, 
mould be given on any number of quarters of wheat, weighing not 


| leſs than 440 lb. avoirdupois, or on any number of barrels of ; 


flour, weighing not leſs than 196 lb. avoirdupois, which ſhall be 
imported from any of his Majeſty's colonies-in America, or from 


the United States, before the 3iſt of Auguſt, 1796; until the 
© quantity of ſuch wheat and flour, taken together, ſhall equal 
Foo, ooo quarters. Your Committee were alſo of opinion, that 


à bounty of ten ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty 
per barrel, ſhonld be given on any number of quarters of wheat, 
weighing not leſs than 44olb. ayoirdupeis, or on any number - 


which ſhall be imported into Great Britain beſore the 3iſt day 


of Auguſt, 1796, and on which none of the be fore - mentioned 


bounties ſhall have been paid. | | 3 
Your Committee being convinced that if a conſiderable quantity 
of Indian corn could be obtained {which from the abundance of 


that erop appeared not improbable) it would afford a mate- 


rial relief, were alſo of opinion, that a bounty of five ſhillings 


per quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, ſhould be given 
on any number of quarters of Indian corn, or on any number of 
barrels of Indian meal, which ſhall be imported into Great Bri- 

tain before the 31ſt day of Auguſt, 1796, until the quantity of 
ſuch Indian corn and meal, taken together, ſhall equal 5300, oo 
quarters. Your Committee were alſo of opinion, that a bounty of 


_ three ſhillings per quarter, and a proportional bounty per barrel, 


ſhould be given on any number of quarters of Indian corn, or 
on any number cf barrels of Indian meal, which ſhall be imported 
into Great Britain before the 31ſt day of Auguſt, 1796; and on 
which the before-mentioned bounty ſhall not have been paid. 
Your Committee have ſome reaſon to believe, that there may 
appear ſuch a deficiency in the crop of rye, as may lead to the 


application of ſimilar meaſures for the encouragement of the im- 


portation of that ſpecies of grain, as have been recommended re- 
ſpecting wheat; but they do not yet conſider their information 


upon that point as ſufficicat to authorize them, at the preſent 


moment, to report any opinion to that effect. 


Your Committee have thonght it incumbent upon them, hum 


bly to ſuggeſt ſuch meaſures as have hitherto appeared, in their 
judgment, the moſt likely to facilitate the procuring, without loſs 
of time, in the leaſt exceptionable manner, and on the leaſt unrea- 
ſonable terms, the largeſt ſupply of grain from foreign parts, 


which, in the preſent relative ſtate of the markets, they can be 


expected to afford. It was particularly with a vie to expedition 


that they have ſuggeſted the propoſed plan of arranging the bounty. 


But they feel it at the ſame time their indiſpenſible duty ex- 
preſsly to ſtate, that they are far from entertaining an opinion 
that any ſupply by importation can be depended upon to ſuch an 
amount as to remove the neceſſity of recurring to every other 
practicable and reaſonable mode by. which the preſent ſeareity 
may be relieved ; and particularly of attending to ſtrict œcono- 
my in the conſumption of wheat and flour, and of promoting the 
_ ſubſtitution, to a certain extent, of other articles of food. 


They intend to proceed immediately to the conſideration of 


_ theſe and of other parts of this extenſive and important ſubject; 
and will, wich the permiſſion of the Houſe, report from time to 
lime, ſuch opinions as they may be enabled to form thereupon. 


Who REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE, . ay | 
barrels of flour, weighing not leſs than 196 Ib. avoirdupois, 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid into the Ex- 
- chequer, of the Duties of Cuſtoms in England and Scotland 5 
diſtinguiſhing (as far as poſſible) the Produce of every ſeparate 

| Article, the Duties on which ſhall have amounted to £.1,000, 
or more, in the Four 8 ending the toth Dey of 


Oftober 1795. 
Te EI Rn FA Net produce, fu je& to the 
| SPECIES of GOODS. Payments of Bounties | 
. . ä and TP nt Es 
Aſhes, Pearl ind rote . . 213 „ 
Barilla bs FE 8 64 22,897 - You + 
Brimſtone : 7 © WE, 5 2 1 9 
Briſtle, Undreſt | "Fe 6 FR J. 5,257 . 
Bugle, Great — 5. Wy . 1,524 8 2 
Carpets, Turkey ETV 1,509 11 4 
China Ware . . —" RHz$0T; 4 7 
Copper, Unwrou "i 7 . 1,744 13 — 
e * - & ; 8 4,336 17 iT 
Corn, Oats F 4 . 5 1,903 311 
Wheat 83 2 4 5 1,063 12 847 
Almonds, Bitter 4 4 : 1,089 17 72 
Aloes Succotrina Fl . 5 422 3 9 
Benjamin . 8 EY 363 12 6 
I Borax, Refined . * . 39593 9.8 + 
| Caſſia Lignea | I, - '- 6 1,315 16 23 
Cor tex Perue 1 8 . 8,279 8 Iz 45 
Cream of Tartar 3 o . 1,140 17 47 
|} Ginſang OE . . 4% 1 4 
4 Juniper Berries 9 N 59 7321 6 ** 
a 5 186 1 34 
| Manna . > 199 2 10 
Oi, perfumed p „„ a 521 6 52 
oOpiun . « . n 
Quickülver e 3 | - 3,636 12 7 
Rhubarb 8 d 59 25745 5 IL 
4 Saccarum Saturn . -+ * 1,435 13 2 
Sarſaparilla 5 5 . | Sa 
Senna | ELK SS; 1,192 12 6 
\_Succus Liquoritize £ . . 3,719 12 6 
Dye Stuff, Smalts\., _ «+ r . 10,699 5 10 
Elephants Teeth * 0 5 2,208 4 8 
Feathers for Beds | F be IF" 6, 909 12 —z 
Fiſh, Anchovies  _» V — , 7 25S þ hes} 
Fruit, Lemons and Oranges . n 7,828 17 2 ＋7 5 
——— Nuts, ſmall N 2 RE 2,425 6 K 
Glaſs Plates 3 "fg 1 35412 4 32 


Almond, 


( 


8 


Py Preceding Account eee 
S SPECIES of GOODS, | Payments of Bounties and 
2 V Management. 
8 Almonds, Jordan . | 9 33- 
| on Jordan 0 *] ; 1,908 — 5 
AD | Anniſeed 6% N 583 15 10 
I Cinnamon . 1 | 8 
Cloves 7 g . . . 
Cocoa pI . 7 1,709 1 ä 
Coffee ; : . 33-725 7 14 
1 Currants — 91,040. 19 39 
| Figs” * - | $,125 10 58 
| Ginger . . 44274 7 9 
+ | Mace © So >. .. 67" 6: *S 
3 Nutmegs "XS . . 
© | Fimento 8 . 2,261 19 $5 
+ -| Priines ©. . — 1,201 11 65 
1 Denĩa "a . 22,387 4 117 
as e 5 8 18,981 19 24 
IS 4 Lipari 15 . 4,47 7 $5 
1 5 } Smyma . — 11,943 19 8 
| Solis Wh ” 25,271 13 42 
Rice * — 2,723 9 2 
I Sago | 8 . 1,370: 1 6 93 
I Sugar, Brown | . 1,219,586 18 1 
Teas . . 142,222 17 7 
Hair, Horſe 'S . 1 & 
Human . '. 1,747 4 — 
Hats, Chip . : 1,6 — 92 
— Straw 77 . . 
Hemp, Rough . 85,204 5 62 
| Hides, Indian - - | 
— Loſt "> 6 6,397 5 10 
Bo Hides, Ox or Cow 3 . 1,457 1 8 
Incle, Wrot. n . 1,869 4 5 
Iron, Bar « .. 105,654 14 1 
— cat . 5 1 Ws = 
9 4 . 420 13 . 
Cambricks 75 054 12 4 
Canvas, Heſſens . 3; 18,994 13 for 
A pruce | I 8 11,375 — 5 
Damk. Tabg. Sila. . . 157 11 5+ 
Diaper Napk. Sila. 7 s „„ SO 19 
3 ! Drilling . : 3.3 7 —4 
| 54 Germany, Nartow 2 29544 13 111 
i Laune Sila. not Holland, Whited 4 x 16 2 
| Broad, above 222 3 * 21,552 9 5 
1 E 1— above 312 d FR 2,63 5 3 
18 | . 41 6,793 16 Iz 
Narrow . , 4,996 17 94 
Towellg. and Napkg. . . 1139 18 8? 
Maſefsdured Articles of India 5 3 2,896 IS S 
Kats, Ruſſia | | | . „ 


1, 


_ 
4 J 
7 * 
1 
8 
12 
1 
4 % 
4 ' 7 
* 
42 
* 
} J 
K 1 
* 
- 
: — 
4 : 
* l 
1 
5 : * 
4 1 
4 «ET 
1 — 
* 
7 
5 
* 
" 
2 
* 
1 
95 
47 
FF 


| (+120 } 


— receding decount tinned. - 


SPECIES of GooDs. | 


2 3 


Net ſul: el to the 
Payments of Bounties and 


Oil, Ordin ary 


— Sajlad . 


Train 
Paper | 
Pictures 5 
« C Callicoes 


36 I Nankeens 
&D© + ( Prohibited 


© 


Salt Petre 0 

Seeds, Clover 

Shells Mother of Pearl | 
Raw "I 


2 ) Bengal, Raw 

= } Ching, Raw 
Thrown ©, 
Bear, Black 


Beaver 


Calf, Undreſſed \ N 
3 5 aol * 


Deer, in Hair 
ES; Fox, Ordinary 
31 Goat, Tanned 
Kid, Undrefled 


| Mink 6 


Rum 


i Madeira | 


T8 =) Portugal 5 


Rheniſh 

I Spaniſh 
Wood, Balks . 
— atten 


* 


| Martin | MD 


» 


TRE Rn 


—_— 


as 


* % » W 2 


1 * 2 


— 


* 


hed * 


ae. 
13717 3 7z 
2,400 15 3 ; 
796 13 92 
2,0 16 2+ 
1,343 3 4, 
33-689 19 87 
„ P7 
$9723 13 77 
16,421 10 112 
883 18 9. 
1,029 7 104 
22,456 18 — 
201,988 23 — 
35 % . 
* 
2,135 15 —, 
29 2 — r 
, 
4271 14 37 
622 15 — 
2,379 15 94 
t 
92 10 71 
r 
7% 2 3 
392 14 10 
144278 — 74 
31,612 — 10% 
1 
5,858 5 57 
„ 
242,94 3 
2,334 3 9, 
5,008 3 117 
7.495 7 94 
.. 
11, 10 6 I 
10,20 18 
9,936 8 7+ 
1,259 6 23. 
87,539 6 27 
3-500 19 27 
9202 9 2 
171 | 
e 2X Boards, 


7. ( mar } 
. oo 88 7 fn Account — : pod 
WR 1 * — — 
3 Net Produce, ſubject to the 
res of GOODS. 1 - Funn of Bounties and 
Managements. 

— — — —— —_ oy ———— 

ee, 7s yy | 930 7 9 

| Deals „ 3 1 138,23 6 247 

| — Ends s . Pe 43203 % 10k 

I Lath Wood . 1 256646 8 J 

Z 3 Maſts 5 * „ 6,113 a 4 9 * 

& J Plank, Oak . . . 2574 — —+ 

Staves g . - i 3,774 7 10 4 7 

1 Timber, Fir . . Mx 61,473 18 7+ 

Þ 9 a : . 17 3X 

_ - Ufers f . * 8 1 637 1 104 
Yan, = me of - . - 1,326 7 8 

Allum . . a 1,944 12 7 
Coals . . . 02,902 1 — 
4 . . . 6,361 f 15 5; 

8 . . , 30,014 — 

; Salt, Rock * + . 45350 6 5 
3 Skins, Beaver . : - 2406 6 — 

(Other Subſidies . . b 6,584 183 72 + 
oy > { Coals . . . 616,218 9 . 
2 Corn . . 2,720 16 2 + 

5 Stones and Slates 2 ; 16,278 11 6 + 

© C Wine * 872 18 of 1 

Remitted ſnow: yt Plantation 2 "BS . 22,056 3 10% # 

nm or ; | | R Xs 
Bae -- 3 % 2 2 | 
— from Me. Woodham, Re- ; 1 

_ ceiverof Fines and Forfeitures * 3 7.455 6 26k ; 

— 2” from Mr. Williams, for 1 8 2.11 41 

Wines ſold by the Exciſe . | "7 $4.4 E 
Received from the Receivers General | | «--: E / 
of the Counties, on Account of Win- 1 206,324 8 2 $4 
: dow Money . 3 Ft rs” 1 
| Produce of condemned Tobacco 2 «| . 13 3 . 

| oY Small Articles | * iin § 4 | 
Total — C. 8 * 4.749,464 13 8 V 


* 
2 


3 HRE | 


x . 


[4 CHARGE DISCHARGE. 
” | ? = - : [ 
Net produce, after. deduRting Drawbacks 5 5 RE, oo RD IR 693,286-. 
_ repaid, ſubject to the Payment of bvun- Þ . | 4,7495464 13 8- | As 188 
3 Kc. &c. 8 | 5 e — Re-payment on Over Entries, ar te. ˙ - 
_ | ng es, = Charges of Management * Ts „„ DOE 
1 l . | [mes Payments: per Order of the Barons of } 1 | i 
| a JW | „ | Eos | þ MEInchequer-in en, r te 8 31,161 5 
_ 4 { | the Civil Lift - 0 ** | 5 
ws +$- , | 25 
* Payments i into the neee E . 35412255 
. | | 5 : 35 2 1. . 4 — Caſh paid in the ſeveral Ports of the | „„ 
N | 8 5 | : | Kingdom, in Bounties for raiſing. Sea- 112,918 
. 3 2000s by. Acts of 25 of the King | 
— — 4,749,464 23 3. 8 . — — £ . Dee 


THOMAS : 8 
Inſpe Nor Genera! of the | 
Importe and Exports of Great Britain 8 


— 


5 143 b 4 
N account of the Total Net Produce paid into the Ex: - 
| chequer, of the Duties ariſing from the STAMP REVENUE, 4 
that have amounted to C. 1,600 or more, in the'F Four Quar- | 
ters 2 the 10th of On 1795. £4 | ] 
6 8 og peo” > 7 
F E uv 
Conalidaied Ditics 2 | 744,064 1 9 f 
Infurance  — = — 129,389 11 — | 
Burials, &. — — 3068 15 6 14 
Hats — — 8 6,168 13 8 : 
Plate „ 25,286 12 5 4 
Poſt Horſe Duty, ge. — — 193,586 6 2 A 
BEE TR. 11,820 8 7 14 
1 — — 49,425 12 3 » 
| Attornies — — CT 25,039 19 2 2 g 
Pawnbroker — — — , 3,892 16 It 4 
ah Perfumery — — 2,714 — — 4 
| Scotch Judg RE — — 1,517 10 9 | 
Additional 12 1790 — 16,023 9 2 | 
Bills of Exchange — 124,781 2 10 
Receipts, 17911 — 6 —— 44758 6 — | 
Attornies, i794 _— 16,195 13 6 ; 
Fair Powder - 1595 — 187,085 15 — * 
Additional Stamps, 1795 ä — 713 15 8 | 
_ - Receipts, 1795 — _ | 2 1 
Sea Policies, re — — 16,056 19 — | 
-: 2 A wt — — 6,149 — 3 7 
= . 1.609906 19 3 | 
0 Office; | 1 = | 
tow. 5th, 795. ) ũ ( e 
Bohr. THOMPSON, & Compt. 
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An ACCOMPT of the Total Produce of the Duties of | 
CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS, | 
reſpectively, for One Year, ended the xoth Day of Odiober 
1795; diſtinguiſhing (as far as poſſible) in each Branch, 
the Produce on every ſeparate Article, the Duties on 
Which have amounted to Ons TrHousanD Pounvs, or 
more, in the Four Quarters of the ſaid Year; viz. 5 


n » 1288 r "4 1 
—— 


The Total Produce of the Duties of Cuſtoms. | 
for One Year, ended the foth Day of - OTE p . 
October 1795, as per Accompt (A.) 3.412, 255 6 82 

Ditto of the Neciſe for One Year, ended oy 78 00 "Las 5 
Ditto (excluſive of C. 586,839. 126, the. . | 
Produce of the Annual Malt Dues " „ 

er Accompt (5 3,739,013 11 9? 

Dit - 9 Stamp 3 for One Year, ” 5 9 2 
ende tto, as per Accompt (C) 1, 609, 906 19 3 

Ditto of ats at the Receipt of the ; wo a 
Exchequer for One Year, ended Ditto, | 
. — e wil 1,940,331 27 "W | 


8 


Fre 15,701 50 10 10 


| 8 Memorandum. ; 5 
3 > the the Sum of £ 34184355» 6s. $14. the Prodoce of 


. the Duties of Cuſtoms, ſhould be added 112,918. 183. 44. 


the Amount of the Payments in the ſeveral Ports for Bounties for 
raiſing * to Acts of the We of the ** 


1 , 


Fo the Sum af £.1,940,331. 137. — 4. ſtated as gh Aaboet 
of Incidents at the Exchequer, is included L. 2175. 125. 24. 
being the Amount of Tapes and wy: Monzes e within Loy | 


above Period. 


Preſented, 3 to an n Ad of che 27th Your of his FOI 
Majeſty? 8 Neige, che oth PIO? of November 17955 by 


| GEORGE ROSE, : 


ts), 


—_— 


An ACCOUNT of the Total Produni paid into the W | 

of the Duties under the Head of INCIDENTS}; diſtinguiſh- 
| Ing (as far as poſſible) in each Branch, the Produce on every _ 
ſeparate Article, the Duties on which ſhall have amounted to 

One thouſand Pounds, or __ in the ! our Quarters ended 
"the oth 2 1795- | . 


3 | 3 . 4 

Salt — — 3 13 — 

Seizu res — 4 " — — 
Letter Money, 1760 —᷑ | 3 18 * 
6d Deduction on Penfions — 41,626 — — 
x Sh. De — on Salaries _ " 31,990 I7 5 

Houſes and Windows, 1766 — 331,05 15 

Inhabited Houſes, 17799 — 144.203 19 4 

Hawkers and Pedlars — — 25,749 18 10 

— 1 1500 — — - 


Hackney Coaches and Chairs — 
Mp De — —_ 17384 4 12, 800 — — 
Male Servants, 1785 : 1 87,618 17 gt 


Le n0'per Cents — ᷑C—_ͤ 94.45 5 27 
%%% T— ——— - OT 1 
Tenths „b 2 Oo 
Horſesesñw ęũ ꝶ ͤVu-UT%K — 1 110,860 1 1157 
f dene Carnage — — 1 148,01 12 i= 
2 Wheeled 02 — 1 36,55 — 82 

Alienation Duty — 1 1.924 8 8 


VVV 1913.65 6 "4 
The Produce of Duties under C. 1.000 with-| 255 10 14 92 
in the ſame Period, amounts to ꝛywʒʒyw 


vo of November, 1795. 


0 f — 
N 4 N 
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0 5 


"ut 0 by Thomas © Launley; fardlionry * 
over received by him on an n, 5 


anted in 1746 . 


85 by Charles Long, Efq. for Intereſt on 


Li 187,000 for Annuities— 


h Ds by John Charlton, late Agent to a 5 


Corps of Invall — 
D by Meſf. Fludyer, Maitland, and Ce, 
* Uſe of the Public — 
De DE De Do 


Do by Charles Goddard, Eſq. Agent forl 1 5 
Upper Canada, to the 31ſt Dec. 17923 


De by William Bradſhaw Clinton, on 2 


Count of an Annuity granted in 17 46 1 
Impreſt Money repaid by the right hon, Sit. 


'Gilbert Elliot, late Treaſurer of the Navy 
De by John Dalley, Eſq; Secretary to th 
Commiſſioners appointed for enquiring 
into the Elnoluments of che Officers of 


the Cuſtoms | 


De by Abraham D'Aubant, Eſq. late Chief 


DOPE) in North America 3 | Fo 


on Account of Cloathing ſold a the 


= 5 


24175 12 2 
1,916,156 = — to 


8 the Eth TOES 9 Le 


1,940,331 13 : 
e oO 


| End. , 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Foe «Pod paid 4010 hs kane of the Duties of EXCISE i in 1 Pty Scotland; 7; diflinguiiing 


p<; 


E XC 15 E. 8 (as far + as en the Produce. on erery far Arle th Duties on which 
8 Wu, __ hall yy amounted to 4 . or ede in Fo oh our e ended Toth 8 e. | ang Lol 3 
PEN 2 | 4 12 | TIEN 221 * 33 ; 1 2 Sr | 1 5 oo 8 
— A ——— . N 7 » TY. 8 f * . : Pony - — —— ad 
| | | | 8 4 one Third 3 Fourth Ge Tatal Net 1 1 l 
5 Firſt Quarter, EC 8 | 5 5 * 1 1 | 
. DUTIES from 58 1794, from Jan. . from 5 April 5 from 5 July 1795, Produce of the | 115 An ae of the ; Duties of EXCISE aa 1 into Ms We, by 0 the 8 of Exciſe in England, in One Year, 
91 | | 2 to 5, Jan. 1795. | to 5 ri 1795 | to ig 1795. ; to 10 Oct. 1795. |. Four Quarters. N it; | ee © 10 Oct. LIPS and 7 Oct. 795 On the Part of Scotland. 705 a I. 5 
— — 5 —— — — 1 it 1 „ — — - — — — 
1 7 : 5 : : 3 2 : 5617 Is + 20,473 Gs 25,359 — a * 84, 802 — — * 3 6Y 6 5 WE, | 5 7 Firſt Quarter, ; Second Quarter, | Third Quarter, 5 . | Total Net 
Beer 2 8 * ” 436,742 — — 40% —— 640, 65 — — | 480,007 — — | 1,958,135 — — 3 8 DN. | E 8. | 1 from 10 Oct. 1794, | from 5 Jan. 1795, | from 5 Apr. 1795, m 5 July 1795, | Produce of the 
Bricks and Tiles - - - 47.370 — — 10,570 —— 172 — 0009 — O00 4 On => 1 1 | EE, | | IIS: 1257 . 0-008 N to 5 NY 1795» 1795. Four Quarters, 
Candles | _ _ - 4374 3 — — 7% 52 — — 60,401 — — 25,563 — — | 208, 609 — — | I 2 wo 1 | | | | | | : | 
Coaches built for Sale 5 Te be —— 1 | 9 —— | + 2 00 = — 4 e 2s reg 155 „ — — 3 
Cocoa Nuts and Coffee . 5 184% — r r wane © es wine, os * FF io; a Te On 3 A 3 | | 1 F 
| Glaf - * 27,762 3 31,95 — — 33; 75 — — "7 — — | TIQ,1 7 — — — 9 . - ; =- . ET a 5 : | 
Hides, Skins, Vellum, and Parchment - 58,520 — — | 63,295 — — {| 45,293 — — iin = 1 5 Bath nt Tue, 5 . FER 28 2 1,000 —— — 1000 —-— 2% —— 
Hops - - . - | his N JW , 3 = 7 2 7 3 
B - |... . - | 124254 — — | 18,674 - — = — — | 327,925 — — 629,072 — — 3 Nuts and Cote 8 „ . . 2 
a 2 — — — 5059 — — — — _ 7.7 — * 4 2 5 : Oo EL * — a | | — — 
3 — 85 . , $397 F- = n 2877 . Pay 5 | Hides, Skins, Vellum, and Parchment - | l HOY EE. 244000; == os 
Printed Gods = | 83,845 — — 70,611 = — | 23,911 —— 33,825 BIND 202,192 — — HE e e, ob Le lg „ 9,000 — 4,00 — 959 8 — 24059 - $'=- - 
Sope . - 3 * 102,389 —— 80,124 — — 79793 — 97505 . 359,811 — — IN 5 1 8 2 8 dat 25000 or Faw —_— 6,000 35000 —— £,000 — — 15,000 :ſßlt. 
% F Britiſh - 0 = | 215,597 —.— | 196,031 — — | 247,008'— — | I52,221 — — 71,838 — — 1 e 5 5 5 . 0 8 Fenn OO es 1 8 45,000 — — 
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